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ABSTRACT

EMPLACEMENT PROCESS OF SYRIANS:
THE CASE OF ALTINDAJ, ANKARA

Kar abDdnia
Doctor of PhilosophyCity and Regional Planning
SupervisorAssoc.Prof. Dr.A . Burak B¢yeéekcivel ek
January 2024487 pages

The outbreak of the Syrian war in 2011 resulted in millions of people being forced
to leave their countries, leading To¢ r kfacypgeits most significant migration
movement inits history. The perception that the migration of Syrians would be
temporary led to the absence of any residence policy, causing approximately 98% of
Syrians to disperse across all regionsiaf r & livigg together with the Turkish
community through seléettlement. However, sedettled Syrians face numerous
physical, psychological, economic, and secidtural challenges, including
exclusion, discrimination, everyday fear and anxiety, the irgkiti meet basic
needs, urban poverty, and conflict, often leading to a life deprived of fundamental
human rights.Despite numerous academic reseasclandstudies focusing on
Syrians displaced by forced migration, there is an observed lack of emph#sés on
spatial dimension in migration studies and deficiencies in examining Sygetis|
practices and emplacementprocess in urban studies hrough rightsbased
approachesThe primary aim of this research is to analyze #&meplacement
processes of Syrians from accessing urban services to their active participation in
urban deci®n-making processes, throughghtsbased approaels to 'spatial

dimensionsand practices' at variouscales.Within this scope, themplacement



processes ofy5r i an s, spatially concentrated

di strict, especially 1 n eghbahoddd, abbecbgen ¥ nder

investigatedFurthermoretheresearctseeks to adopt a comprehensive and holistic
approach by incorporatg variouslocal actorsincluding municipalities, NGQsand

the local community An explanatory sequential mixaedethods approach was
employed, with the quantitative component consisting of surveys conducted with
170 Syrians dajsi dsguessannaiee foAnsForéhe qualitative
component, 22 sersitructured interviews were conducted with Syrians, and 28 in
depth interviews with local actors, culminating in a total of 5@apth interviews

and participant observationsastly, as part ofte document analysis, the planning
history of the regiorthrough urbardevelopmenplans and urban transformation

projects were investigatedhaking this an interdisciplinary study.

The research findings have concluded that the processesmpihcementard
productionof spaceare dynamic and transformative, contingent upon opportunities
and constraints presented by the space over filneemplacemenprocesses of
Syrians are subject to change through spatial dynamics and practices, implemented
developmenplans, projects, and political discourses, which are all influenced by
power relationsindividuals who feel emplaceat a certain time and under certain
conditions may feel displaced at another time or under different conditions due to
changing spatialyhamics Therefore, the emplacement process is not unidirectional

- it may experience "ruptures'ups and downsn accordance with the stages of the
sequential model proposed for this research, policy recommendations have been
developed. These recommetidas aim to support the emplment processes of
Syrians andair and harmonious coexistence with the local population in a manner

that respects human dignity.

Keywords:EmplacementSyrians,RightsBased Approaats Social Production of
Space, Alténdaj
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Kar abDdnia
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zorundak al meéTke r\ké ayrei hi nde&kig®en hlmgyketiyl e k.
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karar alma s ¢re-l erine akti'fmelk®tinaslaé mlbaoryéunta vkea d@

czerifmd&m é Radkekémeldlei yakl akémlarla anali z
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1  Aim of the Dissertation

With the outbreak of the war in Syria in April 2011, millions of individuals were
compelled to migrate, leading © ¢ r kfacyng its most substantial migration
movement in history as the neighboring country. Despite the unforeseen massive
influx, T¢ r k implemented an "opedoor” policy for Srians arriving at its
bordersT ¢ r kis indeed a signatory to the 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention and
its 1967 Protocol. However, (Tr k hag @anplemented geographical limitations,
recognizing only individuals of Eapean origin as eligible for refugee status within

its borders (United Nations, 1967; cited in Rittersbeipeg | € - , 2017) .

The Turkish government has instituted provisional measures to legitimize the
residency of Syrians fleeing the conflictin Syriaand r i vi ng i n T¢r ki oy
them needdased temporary protection status. This status is aimed at providing
assistance in critical areas such as daily necessities, food, housing, education, and
healthcare. A signif i canyeisthelrmanshioomateom i st i c
into "urban refugeé$ by sociological meansiue to residing in citiesAs
RittersbergeiT € | & - (2017) not es t hat i n Ter ki
interchangeably use the terms "refugee"” and "asylum seeker," despite theasignific

legal distinctions between them.

1 Syrians who migrated toéTr k areylegally under the Temporary Protection Status. While the
concept of urban refugees is occasionally used in the thesis as a sociological description frequently
found in migratiorliterature and urban studigs does notorrespond t@ legal status.



The sudden influx of mass migration haaused to some problems for the provision

of basic publicservices for Syrians in citieShis situation is accompanied by
significant disparities between regions, provinces, districts, and even neighborhoods.
In some provinces and districts nationwide, the proportion of the Syrian population
to Turkish citizens has approached or exceeded 1@@¥pite the fact that over
100,000 Syrians reside in ten provinces. Traditionally, refugees were housed in
camps, but the concept of "sskttlement” has become increasingly common,
underscoring the phenomenon of "urban refugees” who choose to setitiesn
independent| vy (Daneéecxk, 2018; Erdoj an, 2022)
accommodates 3,303,034 Syrians, with only 74,360 living in 9 camps across 7
provinces. Urban refugees living in cities face challenges in accessing urban services

and interactig with the local community (DGMM, 2023).

Research across various disciplines has explored the chalkaifjesttled Syrians

face in urban settings. However, there is a need for further studies to explore the
spatial dimension of the process and the mie t he Aurband in it, u
addressing spatial practices with a focus on rights. Cities, serving as the main stage
for the emplacement processes and spatial practices of Syrians, are also the venues
where all social relationships are constructed, sowial structures and inequalities
become apparent. Moreover, cities, diversified by migrations and characterized by
spatial, social, and cultural differences, are being reconstituted as spaces where local
populations and urban refugees coexist. At thiscfjure, the discipline of urban
planning, along with inclusive urban strategies, is recognized as having the capability
to manage complex and conflicting processes resulting from the changing dynamics
in urban spacesThis includes accommodating individaafrom diverse social,
economic, and cultural backgroundsd to plan and design equal and fair

coexistence.

With the influence of nediberal policies and globalization adopted worldwide,
societies have experienced political, cultural, and social chapgescularly in
urban spaces. The transformation of urban spaces has brought spatial segregation,

injustice, and urban poverty more prominen:



2014). InT ¢ r k argas known as "gecekondu" regions, where-itmeme or
migrant populations sustain their lives with meager wages, have become places

symbolizing poverty.

As wars, armed conflicts, and poverty increase in developing countries, an increasing
number ofindividuals are deprived ofbasic human rights and are forcedstek
refugee status. However, advanced countoé®n regarded asthe bastions of

human rights, accept fewer refugees (At

the neoliberal state, while reproducing social inequalities, can also intervene to
stablize ethnocultural distinctiondn many Turkish cities, political interventions

have led to the emergence of neighborhoods characterized by social exclusion,
spatial segregation, and markers of class and ethnicity, with migrant areas being

particularly dfected.

Most of the Syrians who have migrated tg i k fing éhemselves inurban
environmentswhere poverty is reproducedespite being granted temporary
protection status legally, they face significant challenges to sustain themselves
without access tlundamental human rights and actively endeavor to carve out a life

as urban refugeeglealing with numerous urban challenges. Cities, where the
emplacement processes and spatial practices of Syrians take center stage, are also
the places where all sociedlationships are constructed, and social structures and
inequalities become visible. Moreover, cities, experiencing diversity in their
population due to migration, are being reconstituted as places where spatial, social,
and culturabisparities come tde forefrontfacilitating the coexistence of the local

populdion and urban refugees.

The approach that considers urban residents as citizens without the necessity of a
citizenshipstatusand recognizes them as bearers of rights and obligatigngotal

for fostering inclusive urban planning and equitable cifiéss approach aims to
ensure access to rights for multiple disadvantaged population groups, including
refugees, to protect them from discrimination and exclusion, to enable secure living

conditions within cities, and to maintain a dignified life. Therefore, applying rights



based approaches at the local level (local administrations, NGOs, local communities,
etc.) plays a significant role in facilitating urban refugees' access to urbaceservi
and ensuring they lead equitable lives, remaining integrated without distinction from

other citizens.

This dissertation focuses on the interaction betweessstled Syrians, urban space,

and placemaking practices to analyze the emplacement prodéssrelationship
between selbettled Syrians, as urban refugees, and urban space is investigated
through concepts such as the use of space, production and appropriation of space,
sense of place, and place attachment. The aim is to understand the empiacem
processes by examining the dynamics between these concepts and the experiences
of Syrian individuals in urban environmentsis hypothesized that urban aspects

and the city environment play a significant role in the process of emplacement. It is
assumed that, with increased access to urban services and enhanced utilization of
spaces, both emplacement asacial cohesionwill improve gradually. Urban
refugees exhibit diverse soespatial experiences and urban challenges influenced

by living in different urban contexts, affecting their emplacement process. Some
remain concentrated and clustered with urban poor populations in segregated
neighborhoods, while others disperse into the majority society, living with
fragmented characteristics as part of tipkcement process.

The main objectives of the dissertation are outlined as follows:

1 To examine the spatial practices of S&dfttled Syrians, including their
access to urban services and their involvement in participatory practices
within the emplacemergrocess, employing righsased approaches at the
local level across micro, meso, and macro scales.

1 To explore the importance of ‘'urban’ in various dimensions, notably in terms
of access to urban services and participatory practices that foster coexistenc

in urban spaces characterized by equality and human dignity.



1 To formulate urban policies that act as guidelines for enhancing more
equitable, just, and inclusive local practices in the emplacement processes.
This objective includes the incorporation dif r@levant stakeholders at the

local level into the research endeavor.

In essence, this study seeks to analyze the emplacement processeseiflaself
Syriansthrough a lens focusing on spatial dimensions and practices within-rights
based approaches.\iill delve into theirmigration and mobility patternggpcation
preferenceand the nature of their interactions with space. The research advocates
for the development of practical, inclusive, and comprehensive urban settlement
strategies, policies, andgms to facilitate the emplacement of Syrians who have self
settled in urban areas and chosen their living spaces. These strategies should promote
harmonious coexistence between Syrians and the local population, fostering social
cohesion. Thus, examininge concept of emplaceména key factor in the social
cohesionof Syrian® through the dynamics of tirgpace relationships and spatial
practices, across various scales of causes and effects, is essential for creating cities
that are equitable, dignified, @mclusive for all.

To address the research questions and fulfill the specified objectives, the study
concentrated on the Altéendaj district of
and segregation séli-settledSyrian populations. Special emphasias placed on

the Ulubey, ¥nder, and Battalgazi -nei ghb

demographi@and economicharacteristics

Surveys using questionnaire forms and sstnictured interviews targeted the

densely settled Syrian population. Futmore, to gain a broader perspective, semi

structured interviews were also conducted with local stakeholders, including
Mukht ar s, representatives from the Al t ¢€
Metropolitan Municipality, the Ankara City Council, the Unioof Turkish
Municipalities, ASAM, and TUGODER. The objective was to engage a wide range

of local actors in the research process, thereby facilitating the formulation of

interdisciplinary, holistic, and comprehensive urban policies.



1.2  Problem Definition and Research Questions

The phenomenon of migration, which acts as a catalyst for spatial division,

concurrently precipitates human rights concerns. As of 2023, according to data from

the Directorate General of Migration Management (DGMM), Syrians are piiasent

all Turkish cities, with Ankara being ranked as the tenth city in terms of hosting the

largest number of SyrianThe majority of Syrians choosing to settle in Ankara, and
particularly in the Alténdaj di sding,i ct, are
proximity to industrial zones, and the presence of family members who have

mi grated earlier (Baki o] | u coacentraidrand 2018) . i
segregation within the district. As a result, nearly all-setfled Syrians in urban

areas confront a range of challenges, including inequality, exclusion, poverty, and

social injustice, all of which are perpetuated by economic, social, political, and

spatial dynamics.

Immigrants resulting from forced migration face numerous challenges wtikngs

into new living spaces, including fulfilling their basic needs and gaining access to
urban services. It is evident that tdpwn decisions and plans, established at the
central level and executed on larger scales, have not been effective iniagdhess
needs of Syrians subjected to forced migration. Each region possesses its own
dynamics and potential, and madevel frameworks that fail to consider local
nuances have resulted in various issues during the adaptation and settlement
processes of yBians. These challenges have been observed from multiple

perspectives since the onset of the Syrian crisis in 2011.

As highlighted by Rittersbergédré | € - and Bal T 210 HKagey e Syrian
accorded a special immigration status known as Temporary cRoote which

affords them significant rights. However, the provisional nature of this status

engenders a sense of uncertainty. Within communities compelled to cohabit due to

war and disasters, severe issues such as urban conflict, discrimination, exclusion

labeling, and marginalization arise. These challenges precipitate a myriad of

changes, affecting everything from daily life practices and access to urban services,



to patterns of urban spatial usage, and to the feelings of belonging and attachment to
places. There is a pressing need for comprehensive, participatory, and inclusive
migration action plans. Such plans should aim to develop urban infrastructure
services, ensure accessible urban services for all, design public spaces in a way that
fosters coexdtence, collectively reproduce spaces within the context of social
relationships, and guarantee active participation in urban life to facilitate dignified
social cohesion Policies and initiatives must be devised and executed to promote
socialcohesiorthat respects human dignity, with right&ised approaches serving as

the fundamental cornerstane

While religious brotherhood initially played a significant role in fostering
relationships between migrants and the local community through mutual assistance,
Syrians encounter numerous risks in urban spaces due to perceived significant
differences in language, tradition, culture, and social life compared to the host
community. The rising influx of immigrants/refugees in various countries raises
concerns about depdency and fuels public discourse that often labels migrants as
potential terrorists, criminals, or bearers of @t@mocratic value#As a result, they

are increasingly viewed as "guests," "bogey refugees," and "economic refugees,"
considered threats tboth national and local social fabrics. This perception
significantly impacts their daily lives, access to housing, and labor market
opportunities (Rittersbergdre | € - & Bal , 2 0 1-$ftled SYianm s equ et
face a myriad of spatial, social, culaly and political challenges in their
emplacement process. Living in areas where urban inequalities are stark, Syrians,
grappling with socieeconomic issues similar to those of disadvantaged local
communities, encounter cultural and urban conflicts thahér heighten social

risks.

The emplacement process inherently unfolds at the local level, with each locality
presenting its own unique dynamics, opportunities, and challeAges. result,
policies, plans, or projects aimed at promoting social integrand inclusion, as

well as supporting Syrians in their emplacement endeavors and fostering coexistence

practices, must be tailored specifically to the unique context of each locality. This



approach ensures that initiatives are both equitaiderespedtil of human dignity

It is imperative to shift from macro frameworks, which often neglect local dynamics,
to a more localized approach. Recognizing residents as urban citizens, irrespective
of their citizenship status, and acknowledging their entitleteemghts and services,

is deemed essential for effectively addressing the challenges Syrians face in urban
areas This approach is also crucial for strengthening their interactions with local
communities and improving cohabitation. Against this backdregmainresearch
guestion, along with the critical stquestions, has been formulated as follows:

Main Research Questn: What is the role of space and spatial practices in the

emplacement proces§SelfSet t | ed Syrian® in Alténdaj di s

Sub Research Question 1: How can the emplacement processes of Syrians be
analyze@Is it possible to propose a sequential model of emplacement that considers
spatal practices, rights, and ne&ds

S.Q.1.1:How areSyrians positioadwithin the proposed sequéaitmodel?
S.Q.1.2.How do Syrians' spatial practices vary at different scales?

S.Q.1.3:Which local actors/institutions are actively involved in the emplacement
process and what is th@& role and contribution concerning Syrians' spatial

dimensions and positioning within the proposed model?

SubResearch Question 2How do themigration andnobility patternsand location

preferences of Syrians affect the emplacement processes?

S.Q.2.1: Hwv do themigration andmobility patterns of Syrians vary at different

scales?



S.Q.2.2: What factors and motivations affect the location preferences of Syrians at

different scales?

S.Q.2.3: How do spatial projects such @sgoing urban transformation and
Combating Spatial ConcentratidProject andimpact Syrians' mobility patterns,

spatial practices, and emplacement processes?

1.3 Research Frameworkof the Dissertation

Urban spaces act as convergence points for diverse community interactions, where
migrantsprocess of selidentification presents challenges due to their transnational
identities. Migrants' engagement with these spaces not only transforms them but also
aids in asserting their identities and building connections, offering insights into the
undet yi ng soci al, economi c, and political
239).

Globalization, democratization, and the increasing emphasis on local values have
brought local governments into greater focus for countries and systems. Local
governments beaa significant task and responsibility in developing policies and
practices that will enable different social groups, as well as local and migrant
individuals, to live together in peace and harmony. It is-kmtiwn that in the
governance processes of magon and social cohesion over the last decade, local
actors have increasingly played a more significant role than international and

national actors (Scholten and Penninx, 2016; Kaya, 2021).

Despite the wealth of research &yrians there is anoticeable gap in studies

focusing on spatial practices and urban refugjggsraction with uran spaceshis
dissertationnvestigates themplacement process f Syrians in Ankar e
district, aiming to develop inclusive urban policies by engadatal actors and

examining the unique challenges and opportunities in urban settings. It critiques the

ineffectiveness of broad social plans, advocating for tailored local government



policies that recognize all inhabitants as urban citizens, therel@yifmsinclusive

urban citizenship.

The emplacement processes and their integration into urban life, viewing migration
as a "longterm adaptation process with impacts on future generations" as described
by Castles and Miller (2008:29), will be explored adwnog to the research
framework outlined below. It focuses on understanding how migrants contribute to
creating inclusive, equitable urban environments that benefit both gxissidents

and newcomers. The reseasttticipates enhancing our comprehensibmigrants'

roles in transforming urban spaces into places of belonging and participation,
emphasizing the importance of righitased approaches for fostering community

coexistence and improving urban living standards for all.

The dissertatiorunderscags the significance of rightsased, inclusive approaches

in urban planning, involving local governments, NGOs, and communities, to ensure
equitable access tobanservicesaand opportunitiefor all. Through literature review

and field research involvingurveys and interviews with local institutions and Syrian
communities, the research aims to contribute to the development of policies that

embrace the diverse needs and rights of all urban dwellers
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1.4  The Contribution of the Dissertation

It is anticipated that this thesis will contribute to the literafuoen five distinct
perspectives The research aims to fill a gap in the literature by adopting a
comprehensive approach encompassing spatial dimensions, a-baghts
perspective, and urban citizenship concerning the emplacement process of urban
refugeesDespite numerous studies and academic works focusing on Sgiiaes

the early years of mass migratjdhere remains a notable absence of comprehensive
studies focusing on the spatial dimensions of Syrians' emplacement processes within
the framework ofightsbased approaches encompassing disadvantaged groups and
inclusive urban planning. It has been observed that in migration studies, spatial
dimensions are often sidelined, while in urban studies, there are deficiencies in
addressing the rights and nseaf Syrians, particularly in investigating practices of

dignified coexistence with the local population.

In a global context where individuals, especially those in urban areas, increasingly
feel alienated from their living spaces and urban experienbesnéed for a
comprehensive approach at various scales is clear. Such an approach must
encompass the entire society, foster an understanding of urban citizenship that
responds to urban needs, and develop inclusive, locally groundedbaged
policies hat include all disadvantaged groups, including urban refugees. Thus, this
dissertatiorholds original value by focusing on the processes through which Syrians
establish themselves and their spatial practices in urban settings through an inclusive,
interdisciplinary, and holistic approach. Building on a literature review, the
development of a 'Hierarchy of Inclusive Urban Citizens' Needs' model, aimed at
understanding and analyzing the spatial dimensions of Syr@anplacement
processes within a rightsased approachesis identified as thelissertatiots most

significant original cotribution to scholarly discourse

This dissertation posits that the development of relationships with the urban
environment and spatial settings will lead to enhamreglacemet and inclusion.

Urban planners are pivotal in uncovering and affirming the connections Syrians

12



establish with cities. Moreover, urban planners can utilize spatial dimensions as tools
to analyze the context and relatshiip between space, place, and emgaent
ensuring migrants' inclusion into the urban fabric. An original contribution of this
thesis involves analyzing the spatial relationships and experiences foyr8gdans

during their emplaement processes, examining migration and mobility patterns
across three scales (micro, meso, and macro) both nationally and locally. Given each
locality's unique dynamics, urban planning plays critical roles in conducting
comprehensive socigpatial analyses, policies, plans, or projects at the local level,
aimedat facilitating effective bottorup decisions aligned with the area's specific
needs, constraints, and potentials, contrasting with centrally imposed decisions.
Therefore, this dissertation underscores the planning discipline's significance and
contributons alongside social and policy sciences in migration management. It
emphasizes the importance of an interdisciplinary research approach, highlighting

the necessity and value of such studies.

Furthermore, thidissertationembraces the approach of ackna¥gmg all city
residents as urban citizens, irrespective of their legal citizenship status, and
advocates for the equitable distribution of city resources along with equal access to
urban services. This approach is designed to ensure a life of dignall, floster

social cohesion, improve harmony and coexistence with the local population, and
emphasize an inclusive, comprehensive, and equitable philosophy of urban planning.
The proposition of urban policies that reflect this philosophy, stemming from the
research, is regarded as drstsignificant contribution of the stutty the scholarly

| i1t er at ¢u

I n T¢grkiye, there Iis uncertainty about
use to address issues related to urban refugees. The maifrdegalorks are the
Municipal Law No. 5393 and its Article 13, which introduces the concept of "Fellow
Citizenship Law," and the Law on Foreigners and International Protection No. 6458.
However, it is noted that no specific regulations have been estalilistiadfy these

issues. Consequently, the access of Syrians under temporary protection status to

urban services and their recognition varies among different municipalities in
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Te¢rkiye. This dissertation will tmake an or.i
emplacement processes of sadftled Syrians and involving various local actors

who significantly impact the field of study, including municipalitid&;Os,and the

local population. Focusing on the potential within the legal framework, the thesis

aims to conduct an inclusive, comprehensive, and holistic analysis, evaluation, and

discussion. It will propose rightsased policies and shgrtnedium, and longterm

urban policies based on a phased model. This approach aims to provide detailed

insights o the spatial factors and practices concerning the existence of Syrians

l' iving in Alteéendaj within urban |ife, i nt en

inclusive and equitable urban policies and planning approaches.

Finally, this dissertation represts a significant original contribution during a period
characterized by societal tensions, which have complicated and restricted research
on Syrians. The research methodology encompasses conducting direct observations,
surveys with questionnaire formsyterviews, and studies within the participants’
living environments. Gaining access to a diverse range of participant profiles and
overcoming trust issues through references from opinion leaders has been crucial.
These strategies have enabled the reseatoheapture the genuine feelings and
thoughts of the participants. Consequently, the generation of objective qualitative
and quantitative data is regarded as another key original contribution of this research.

1.5 The Structure of the Dissertation

The dissedtion consist of six chapters (Figure 1.2). The introduction chapter is a
brief summary of the dissertation. It includes the aim, problem definition and
research questions, research framework and the methods used in the researhch, and

finally original contibutions of the dissertation.
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T CHAPTER 1 Introduction
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w
— CHAPTER 6 Conclusion & Discussion & Recommendations

Figurel.2. Structure of the Dissertation

In Chapter 2, migration theories, reasons, and types will be explained. Following
that,T ¢ r ksimigration history and experiencesl be introduced, focusing on the
forced migration of Syrians. Subsequently, after addressing the significance of
emplacement, concepts such as urban space and place, the production of space,
everyday life, locality, and attachment to place will be ussed. Furthermore,
rightsbased approaches, particularly in the context of spatial justice, human rights,
and urban rights, will be considered. Lastly, the transition from urban refugee status
to urban citizenship will be discussed. Within the theoretreahework, a proposed
research model will be presented, incorporating inputs from various bodies of
literature, to understand and analyze the emplacement processes of Syrians.

Chapter 3will provide detailed introductions to the research framework, naad,
subresearch questionsSubsequently, the research methodology and design will be
elaborately explained, covering aspects such as data sources, sample selection

techniques, data collection, and the data analysis process. The chapter will conclude
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with a discussion of field notes, emphasizing the significance and challenges of the

data acquisition process in this dissertation, along with an exploration of limitations.

Detailed information about the case study area, focusing on both national and local

scdes, will be the focal point of Chapter. he migration processes, mobility

patterns, and location selection strategies of Syrians will be explained based on the

literature review and findings from previous research. Subsequently, the planning
history oft he Al t éeéndaj di strict, urban plans dev
process, and urban transformation projects will be presented, engaging in a detailed

discussion from the perspective of the right to the city. At the end of the chapter,

local actors wh play a significant role and théacal projects will be described

Chapter 5 focuses dhe data and findings obtained from the field research will be

analyzed and presented under eight main headings. Following the presentation of
demographic findings, results will be categorized based on the levels of the hierarchy

of comprehensive urbantizen needs. Subsequently, findings related to mobility

patterns resulting from the Spatial Concentration Project initiated, particularly in
response to the Alténdaj incidents and wurba
chapter will conclude with a sumary of the findings, an evaluation of the services

provided by local actors, and an assessment of the evolving emplacement processes

of Syrians over time, based on the research results.

In Chapter 6discussions on the overall findings of the researd¢hbsiconducted,
bringing the thesis to a conclusion. This section will also encompass implications
and policy recommendations for urban planning, urban policies, and migration
policies based on the research results. Finally, the chapter will concludeviming

suggestions for future research.
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CHAPTER 2

MIGRATION, EMPLACEMENT , URBAN SPACE AND RIGHTS-BASED
APPROACHES

2.1  Migration Theories, Types and Reasons

Several theoretical frameworks have been proposed to comprehend and elucidate
migration, a phenomenon that holds significance in ssaiial transformations and

is progressively becoming more intricate (Massey et al., 1993). Migration theories
strive to explicate the causes behind migration by considering individual and
structurd factors. Nevertheless, there is no singular macro theory that
comprehensively accounts for migration, and the existing approaches often
complement each other rather than presenting alternative perspectives. These diverse
models furnish us with alterna&unsights for understanding migration.

Migration can be categorized in various ways. Castles (2008) organizes it based on
political boundaries, movement patterns, and decisiaking processes. According
to political boundaries, migration is classifiedtaninternal and international

migrations:

Internal migratioome ans fia move from one area (a pr
to another within ondtéenvolvesa ohtinge adlocatiCreos t | e s

residence, neighborhood, district, or praxgrwithin a country.

International migrationoccurs across country boundaries. Castles (2000 p.269)

defines international mi gration as fcros

worl débs approximately 200 states from an

Similar to migration lierature, many views influence the classification of various

forms of international migration. Castles (2000) identifies eight groups of
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international migrants: forced migration, family reunification, irregular migration,
highly skilled and professional griants, refugees, asyluseekers, and temporary

labor migrants.

According to mobility patterns, types of migration are classified based on people's
social status, travel destinations, and frequency. This classification encompasses step
migration, circular migration, and chain migration. Step migration entails a
progression from a small settlement to a larger one in the urban hierarchy over time.
Circular migration involves cyclical movements between an origin and a destination,
typically involving at leasbne migration and return trip. Chain migration involves
families moving at different stages of their life cycles from one location to another,
with each generation bringing people from their original home to a new destination.

By the decisiormaking approeh, migration is classified as voluntary or involuntary
based on certain sociopolitical or developmental factors. Voluntary migration is
driven by a person's free will and initiative to seek a better living environment and
improve their financial status. c@versely, involuntary migration occurs when
individuals are compelled to leave their homes due to unfavorable environmental and
political conditions. Involuntary migration can be further categorized into reluctant,

impelled, or imposed migration, as wal forced migration (Ertem, 2019).

Various perspectives and disciplines are examining the reasons and consequences of
migration. Sociology, economics, political science, population sciences, geography,
and other fields have explored the phenomenomigfation from various angles,
offering theoretical insights and endeavoring to propose solutions for migration
policies. There is no single comprehensive theory that thoroughly explains the
reasons and consequences of migration. Instead, scholars frerseddisciplines

have developed multiple theoretical models, each emphasizing different causal
processes and analytical levels, including individual, household, national, and

international markets.
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Ravenstein's Migration Theory

Ernst Ravenstein's work, alws of Migration," published in 1885, laid the foundation

for understanding push and pull factors in migration and stands as the earliest known
migration study in the literature. Drawing from the processes of industrialization and
urbanization, Ravenstem'theory posits that advancements in industry led to
increased job opportunities, motivating individuals to depart from their places of
origin and migrate to America and Europe. In this theory, Ravenstein delineated
seven migration laws to elucidate hunmaovements. These laws ag(1885: 198

199):

Al) Most migrants only proceed a short

2) As migrants move toward absorption centers, they leave "gaps" that are filled up
by migrants from more remote districtsgating migration flows that reach "the most

remote corner of the kingdom."
3) The process of dispersion is inverse to that of absorption.
4) Each primary current of migration produces a compensating countercurrent.

5) Migrants proceeding long distanagsnerally prefer one of the great centers of

commerce or industry.
6) The natives of towns are less migratory than those of the rural parts of the country

7) Femals are more migratory than males

Push-Pull Theory- Everett Lee

The push and pull theoryf migration, initially introduced by Ravenstein in 1889
and further developed by Lee in 1966, is widely used in understanding migration
dynamics. According to Lee's elaboration of the theory, migration is influenced by

both push factors in the origin apdll factors in the destination. He categorized the

mi gration process into four main areas:

19

di



(2) factors associated with the area of destination, (3) intervening obstacles, and (4)

personal fa@6torso (Lee, 196

CHART |

ORIGIN AND DESTINATION FACTORS AND INTERVENING
OBSTACLES IN MIGRATION

o

Destination

See taxt for explanotion

Figure 2.1Diagram ofMigration Push and Pull &tor of Migration by Everettee
(1966 p50)

Petersen Five Typology of Migration

Petersen (1958) focused on the ppsh theory and investigated the reasons behind

the push and pull factors. He claims that:

A When t-pull polaniyshas been refined in these two senses, by
distinguishing innovating from conservative migration &ydincluding in
the analysis the migrants' level of aspiration, it can form the basis of an

improved typology of migratiord (p.259)

In this theory, Petersen considers individual and class differences and identifies the
following five types of migrationPrimitive, impelled and forced, accessible, and

mass.

Primitive migration:Primitive migrations are based on push and pull factors

arising from natural events, weather conditions, or environmental factors.

Impelled and Forced migratiomn these migrationspush and pull factors

related to social conditions stand out, and governments or societal events play a
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dominant role. In forced migration, there is no choice; in impelled migration, there

is the right to choose or decide.

FredAccessiblemigration: These migrations involve individuals relocating

entirely by their own decision. In this type, individuals migrate not in large groups

but individually or with their families.

Mass migration:Typically influenced by technological developments that

attract masse this type of migration is characterized by collective consciousness.

Petersen (1958) examines migration as a collective beh@aickson, 2010)

Migration Network Theory

The social relationships established by migrants between the destination emaintry

the source country, based on a network of relationships, and the impact of these
relationships on other migrations are central in the discussion. While migration
begins under the influence of various factors, the expansion and organization of
migrant @mmunities over time, leading to new conditions, such as the formation of
migrant networks, become increasingly important for the continuity of the
movement. Migrant networks are "interpersonal communities that connect migrants,
former migrants, and nemigrants in origin and destination areas through family,

friendship, and community ties" (Massey et al., 1998:42).

Levitt & Dehesa's (2003) work delves into transnational migration and its influence
on the redefinition of the state, exploring variations amglanations related to
citizenship and sovereignty. This research highlights the transformative impact of
transnational social networks on state boundaries and citizenship dynamics, offering
valuable insights into the evolving nature of migratietated relationships.
Furthermore, Faist's work underscores the interconnectedness of migration processes
and the role of social networks in shaping migration dynamics. In his seminal work

"The Volume and Dynamics of International Migration and TransnationabSoci
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Spaces," Faist emphasizes the significance of social networks and organizations as a

‘connecting link' between the macro and micro levels (2000).

In summary, when examining migration theories, it becomes evident that hypotheses
are formulated considegnvarious factors. These factors include the distance
between source and destination countries, the duration of residence in the destination
region, the economic circumstances of the destination area, its administrative status,
the presence of social netiks, and familial ties within the destination regi@oth

micro and macro approaches are accordingly utilized. The implications of migration
are multidimensional and profound. However, this study places a greater emphasis
on migrant networks as they cont&te on the process and continuity of migration
from a sociological perspective, in contrast to economic theories at either the macro
or micro level. Initially, Syrians migrated to the border provinces of neighboring
countri es, i nc | udnd Bgypt; Supseduentyyewith the ewlatioro n
of migrant networks, they relocated to larger cities within the host countries or
internationally. Migrant networks facilitate refugees in more effectively identifying
locations where living conditions are mof@vorable, encompassing areas with

affordable housing and employment opportunities (Yanar, 2019).

Migration exerts both positive and negative impacts on migrants at their places of
origin and destinations. Individuals employ their knowledge, skills tigsilienergy,

and other mental and physical capacities to construct and reconstruct the
geographical landscape for their wieéing. Beyond fertility and mortality,
migration is a crucial determinant of growth and population structure at national,
regiona) and local levels. Migration transcends the mere relocation of individuals
from one place to another; it is a fundamental process that alters the composition of
populations and significantly contributes to the understanding of the spatial context
and reléionships within a geographical area.
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22 T¢rkiye and Migsation Experience

T¢rkiye has a rich history of internatior
origin and subsequently becoming a destination and transit country. Its strategic
geographicabpositioning at the crossroads of Europe, the Middle East, and Asia
establishes it as a pivotal entity in regional migration governance. Over the recent
decade, T¢rkiye has confronted substant.i
immigration. Historically a significant number of Turkish nationals sought
employment in Western European countries. Subsequently, Turks have continued to
emigrate through asylum, family reunification, and unauthorized migration
pathways. Moreover, since the early 1950s, the ttpuras witnessed extensive
rurakto-urban migration. In 1950, only 25% of the population resided in urban areas,

a figure that has escalated to 64% in recent years. This migration was primarily
economically motivated, whereas the conflicts of the 199Qwdms: Kurdish

separatists and Turkish security forces resulted in internal displacement. Despite
political advancements, challenges related to displacement, encompassing
administrative, economic, legal, and social issues, remain prevalent. In the past 80
years, T¢rkiye has also attracted a consi
the Balkans, who seek asylum, transit to European Union member states, undertake

unaut horized employment, and participate

2.2.1 The Mass Migration of SyrianstoT ¢ r ki y e

International migration has emerged as a global phenomenon, impacting every
region worldwide. Nations find themselves as sources of emigration, conduits for

transit migration, or destinations for immigration, significantly inflced by these

dynami cs. I n recent years, Tg¢rkiye has w
and an increase in refugee demands, primarily originating from the Middle East
(including Iran, Iraq, and notably Syria), Central Asia (such as Afghanistam), an

various African countries (¢Cakérer ¥zser
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confl i ct i n Syria has precipitated a migr
unprecedented scale. Historically, T¢rkiye |

flows due tainternal disturbances in neighboring countries (Deniz, 2009).

In response to the unfolding humanitarian crisis at its borders, the Turkish

government adopted an opdaor policy, offering urgent humanitarian assistance to

those affected. Initially, thesedividuals were accommodated in temporary camps

located in border regions. However, as these camps reached their capacity limits,

many migrants found themselves compelled to seek sustenance independently in

various cities. While historical perspectives amgration have predominantly
categorized T¢rkiye as a country of emigrat
country, it has, across its history, served as a host for all migration &orms

emi gration, transit, and i nomillgnsaudringon. T¢r Ki
both the Ottoman era and the Republican period, underscoring its longstanding

humanitarian commitment (Deniz, 2009; ¢akeér

The mass migration from Syria, commencing in 2011, represents merely one of the

numerous signi a n t mi gration events Tg¢rkiye has wi
1989, conflict in Bulgaria forced hundreds of thousands of Turks and Muslims to

seek asylum in Tg¢grkiye. Similarly, in 1991,
T¢e¢rkiye t o e pressigneunder cShddami Hussein's regime in Iraq
(Kirik-i & Karaca, 2015). Throughout its hi:
migrations, employing consistent strategies to confront the challenges these

movements entail. Migration, inherently neuttads played an instrumental role in

shaping world history and facilitating the advancement of civilization, with its

positive effects significantly outweighing the negatives. Nonetheless, mass

migration carries various risks and can, under certain condjtiprecipitate

conflicts. The outcomes in such scenarios are heavily influenced by the host

community's reaction to migrants and the migrants' efforts towards integration.
Responsibility for the resultant benefits or challenges lies with both partiea &Kay

Erdojan, 2015; Kaya, 2021).
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2.2.2 Description of The Existing Situation of Syrians InT ¢ r ki y e

With the commencement of the Syrian conflict in April 2011, millions were
compelled to flee their homel and, pr omp
confront he largest migration movement in its history. Despite the unanticipated
scale of this i nf |l udeor policytovkardySyriaaschoiyong e d an
at Its borders. This decision reflected
Convention Relatingp the Status of Refugees by lifting the ‘geographical limitation’

clause. This clause previously confined refugee status to individuals fleeing events

in European countries, thus excluding those fromBoropean regions like Syria.

The removal of thesgeographical limitations, however, introduced significant
challenges, particularly regardingethegal status of Syriandue to the original

convention's Eurocentric definitions. [ n
enacted several key pieces gfifdation: the 'Law on Foreigners and International
Protection' in 2013, the 'Regulation on Temporary Protection' in 2014, and the
'‘Regulation on the Implementation of the Law on Foreigners and International
Protection'in 2016, thereby providing a legahfiework for the protéion and status

ofSyriae wi t hin its borders (l-duygu,- 2015;

Téele-, 2017; Yanar, 2019).

2.2.2.1 The Law on Foreigners and International Protection (LFIP)

and Thelegal Status of Syrians in Tg¢gr

The plight of Syrians seeking refuge in neighboring countries, triggered by the
escalation of antSyrian government protests in April 2011 which later evolved into

a widespread civil war, has persisted for over twelve years. The introduction of Law
No. 6458 o Foreigners and International Protection (LFIP), published in the Official
Gazette on April 11, 2013, and subsequently enacted, marked a significant

development in the legislative framework concerning international protection in
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Te¢rkiye. Thasetd awewnconpepts not previously
legislation, including ‘refugee,’ 'conditional refugee,’ and 'subsidiary protection,’

thereby delineating different categories of international protection. Furthermore, the

Turkish government, throughhe LFIP, recognized Syrians under ‘temporary

protection," a status further elucidated by the issuance of the Temporary Protection

Regulation (TPR), thereby offering a clearer legal framework for #tessand rights

of Syriars withini t s t er r n,2020).y ( Er do]j a

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION IN TURKISH LEGISLATION
Law on Foreigners and International Protection (6458 / 4.4.2013) and Temporary
Protection Regulation (6883/22.10.2014)

» DUE TO EVENTS .
OCCURING IN EUROPE

TEMPORARY J
PROTECTION

LFIP-Art.91
Temporary
Protection Reg.
2014-Art.1

DUE TO EVENTS
OCCURING OUTSIDE
OF EUROPE

= THOSEWHO FULFILL
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
INTERMATIOMNAL
PROTECTION SETBY THE
MAW BUT CANNOT FIT WITHIN J

= THOSE WHO ARRIVED AT OUR
BORDERS THROUGH MASS INFLOWS
EITHER IN A GROUP OR INDIVIDUALLY,
HOWEVER WHOSE INTERNATIONAL
PROTECTION REQUEST CANNOT BE

THE DEFINITIONS OF REFUGEE EVALUATED INDIVIDUALLY

OR COMDITIOMAL REFUGEE + (CITIZENS OF SYRIAN ARAS REPUBLIC)

Figure2.1. International Protectionin Tuk i sh Legi sl atyi on (Erdoj an,

The definitions of these statuses by LFIP are as follows:

fiRefugee: A person who, as a result of events occurring inogean

countries and owing to a weltbunded fear of being persecuted for reasons

of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or

political opinion, is outside the country of his citizenship and is unable or,

owing to such fearsiunwilling to avail himself or herself of the protection

of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country

of his former residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such

fear, is unwilling to return to it, sl be granted refugee status upon

compl etion of the refugee -Mttl@e@l)us det er mi
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Structured by adopting the geographical limitation in the 1951 Geneva Convention,
the Law on Foreigners and International Protection defines ctimeept of

"conditional refugee" in the legislation as follows:

fiConditional Refugee:A person who, as a result of events occurring outside
European countries and owing to wieluinded fear of being persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group
or political opinion, is outside the countrylus nationality and is unable or,
owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself or herself of the protection
of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country
of former habitual residence as a result of such eventsaideuar, owing to

such fear, is unwilling to return to it, shall be granted conditional refugee
status upon completion of the refugee status determination process.
Conditional refugees shall be allowed to resid& iy r ktenyperarily until
theyareresetl ed t o a t hiArtde6ountry. o (LFIP

Undoubtedly, t he most substanti al group
consists of those displaced due to events occurring outside of Europe. For these
individuals, numbering in the hundreds of thousamdsy apply for international

protection, the status granted upon the acceptance of their applications is termed
‘conditional refugee' status. Furthermore, for those not eligible for conditional
refugee status but still in need of protection, the Law onidioees and International

Protection delineates a 'subsidiary protection' status, as regulated by Article 63
(Erdojan, 2022).

fiSubsidiary Protection: A foreigner or a stateless person, who neither could

be qualified as a refugee nor as a conditional refugjeal nevertheless be
granted subsidiary protection upon the status determination because if
returned to the country of origin or country of [former] habitual residence
would: a) be sentenced to death or face the execution of the death penalty; b)
face prture or inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; c) face serious
threat to himself or herself because of indiscriminate violence in situations of
international or nationwide armed conflict; and therefore is unable or for the
reason of such threatusiwilling, to avail himself or herself of the protection

of his country of origin or co-untry o
Article 63)

Due to specific reasons and constraints,

'refugees.’ Initially,Syrians were informally referred to as guests. Following a
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recommendation by the UNHCR, a circular issued on March 30, 2012, officially
recognized Syrians in T¢grkiye as '"foreigner
Temporary Protection Regulation, \wwh came into effect on October 22, 2014,

precisely delineates the legal status of Syrians, as specified in the temporary first
article of the regulation (Erdojan, 2022)

ATempor ary @)Temperary pratection may be provided for
foreigners who &ave been forced to leave their country, cannot return to the
country that they have left, and have arrived at or crossed the borders of
T ¢ r kin yaemass influx situation seeking immediate and temporary
protection. (2) The actions to be carried out for theeption of such
foreignersintdl ¢ r kthey stay inT ¢ r kandyights and obligations; their
exitfromT ¢ r kmegseres to be taken to prevent mass influxes; cooperation
and coordination among national and international institutions and
organizatims; determination of the duties and mandate of the central and
provincial institutions and organizations shall be stipulated in a Directive to
be issued by the CoArticle®l) of Ministers. o

The | egal framewor k 1 n ridng askrefygees' due¢oc | udes d
previously mentioned reasons and constraints. Initially, Syrians were colloquially

referred to as guests. Following the recommendation of the UNHCR, a circular

issued on March 30, 2012, for'foignery cat egor i
under temporary protection status." The specifics of this status were further

elaborated in the Temporary Protection Regulation, effective from October 22, 2014

(Erdoj an, 2022) . The initial article of t

temporary protection:

"As of 28/4/2011, citizens of the Syrian Arab Republic, stateless persons, and
refugees who have arrived individually or collectively from the Syrian Arab
Republic to our borders or crossed our borders due to the events occurring in
the Syrian Arab Republic for the purpose of temporary protection are placed
under temporary protection, even if they have applied for international
protection. During the application of temporary protection, individual
applications for international proteati@re not processed."
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Furthermore, the 7th article of this regulation specifies that temporary protection is
applicable to both groups and individuals arriving at the Turkish border, excluding
migration movements predating the regulation's announceméwoseTgranted
temporary protection are distinguished from recipients of international protection
statuses such as refugee, conditional refugee, and subsidiary protection.
Additionally, individuals under temporary protection are ineligible to file for
intermational protection applications. This measure ensures the focused and effective
administration of temporary protection (Yanar, 2019). Thus, Syrians fleeing the war
are legally recognized as individuals under temporary protection. However, within
the contek of this thesis, the term 'urban refugees' will be employed to refer to
Syrians, denoting a concept derived from urban sociology rather than a legal
classificationor legalstatus.

2222 Geographical Di stribution of Syri:

Te¢r ki ye ' geogmphicahldcatigni beidging Europe and Asia, positions it as a
pivot al hub for gl obal international ref
central stage for one of the largest refugee migrations globally. The initial influx
comprised 252 individds, predominantly activists and protesters from Syria, who
crossed into T¢grkiye through the Yayl ada
early arrivals were mainly young activists and individuals engaged in opposition
movements. By the end of 2011, nedndyf of these individuals had returned to Syria
(Erdojan, 2022; K-duygu, 2015) .

T ¢ r Ksingwehe leading country in hosting internationally displaced Syrians since
2011, along with the first sparks of political unrest in Syria. According to UNHCR
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and DGMM data, T ¢ r kig tlyeecountry that hosts sixtiiree percent of Syrians

who had to migrate due to vwar

Figure2.2. Total Syrian Persons of Concern (UNHCR, 2023)

As of August 2023, I r k hogte 63.3% (3,303,034) of the total number of
registered Syrian in countries of asylum, according to UNHCR (2023). Following
T¢ r k argrlLebanon (15.2%), Jordan (12.6%), Iraq (5.1%), and Egypt (2.8%)

2 For detailed information, sd#tps://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syiacessedlate:
05.10.2023)
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Table2.1 Total Persons of Concern by Country of Syrians (UNHCR &
Government of Tg¢rkiye, 2023)

Location Population rate  Population
Te¢rkiye 63.3% 3,303,034
Lebanon 15.2% 795,322
Jordan 12.6% 656,762
Iraq 5.1% 267,839
Egypt 2.8% 148,608
Other (NorthAfrica) 0.9% 45,003

3/303.034

2.834.441

2.503.549

Figure23.Di stri buti on of Syrians Under Tempor
(DGMM, 2023)

In response to the humanitarian crisig, M k hag @&commodated 256,971 Syrian

nationals in 26 temporary accommodation centers across 10 cities. The prolonged
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stay of Syrians under temporary protection, due to ongoing conflict and instability
in the Syrian Arab Republic, has necessitated efforts ttsvswcial cohesion. As a
result, several centers have been gradually phased out to encourage integration of
individuals into urban settings beyond these temporary accommodations, reflecting

a decreased demand.

According to the official data from the Ditecate General of Migration
Management (DGMM) as of August 2023, out of the 3,303,034 Syriahgim ki y e
74,360 are residing in nine camps located in Hatay, Adana, Gaziantep,

Kahramanmar ak, kanl3Fguré2ad4). Mal atya, and
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Figure2.4. Temporarily Protectio@€amps and Provincial Breakdown of Syrians in
Sout h Ea*JUNHGCR; 20R3) vy e

3 For detailednformation, sedttps://en.goc.gov.tr/temporaprotection27Date of access
12.11.2023

“For detailed information, sdstps://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/10ZD&%e of access
10.11.2023)
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PROVINCE NAME OF TEMPORARY SHELTER CENTERS TOTAL GRAND TOTAL

ADANA (1) Sarigam 17.496 17.496
Altindzii 6.819
HATAY (3) Yayladag 3.460 14.279
Apaydin 4.000
KAHRAMANMARAS (1) Merkez 13.918 13.918
KiLis (1) Elbeyli 7.728 7.728
OSMANIYE (1) Cevdetiye 8.841 8.841
GAZIANTEP Nizip 1.740 1.740
MALATYA Beydagi 10.358 10.358
TOTAL 74.360
NUMBER OF SYRIANS UNDER TEMPORARY PROTECTION THAT 3.228.674
NOT IN THE SCOPE OF SHELTER CENTERS P

Figure2.5. Distribution of Syrias in the Scope of TemporaPyotection
According to Shelter Centers (DGMM, 2023)

As mentioned previously, the number of Syrians under Temporary Protection not
covered by shelter centers is 3,228,674. The majority of Syridng,im koriginate
from regions near the Syrih ¢ r kborgee areas that are also zones of intense

conflict®.

5 For detailed informatiorseehttps://www.goc.gov.tr/gecidiorumamizaltindakisuriyeliler (Date
of access 10.11.2023)
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Figure2.6. Distribution of Syriansinder temporary Protection byp 10
Provinces (DGMM, 2023

Currently, approxi mat e leydisg@ehhthomdighoGyhe i ans i n
country, coexisting with Turkish society as ‘urban refugees.’' The rapid onset of mass

migration precluded the development of a centralized distribution system for Syrians

in urban areas, leading to significant disparities ingeéudensity across regions,

provinces, districts, and neighborhoods. In ten provinces, the Syrian population

exceeds 100,000, with the ratio of Syrians to Turkish citizens reaching or surpassing

100% in some areas, as indicated by official residency ddtis. distribution

underscores the growing presence of Syrians in provinces beyond therbgider

(Erdoj an & ¢ dnrthésloomtexé on,Febguaryi22,)2022, the Minister of

Il nterior announced i niti te Comigating Spatidli sper sal "
Concent r at designed Ra prgvent thed demographic concentration of

Syrians inT ¢ r Kronycausing disruptions to the populati@vithin the Combating

Spatial Concentration Project scope, foreign people cannot exceed 23% of t

SFor detailed informamn, seehttps://en.goc.gov.tritemporaprotection27Date of access
12.11.2023
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neighborhood population to prevent ghettoization in neighborhoods and districts. In
case the 25% threshold of the neighborhood population is exceeded, two initial

methods are planned:

1- Initially, these settlements are closed to registration for foeegy In 16 provinces
with high Syrian popul ations (Ankar a, An
Edirne, Hat ay, Il stanbul , l zmir, Kerkl ar e
Yalova), a total of 800 neighborhoods, and in Istanbul's Fatih and d$elstricts,

applications by foreigners of all statuses are closed.

2- Besides registration closure, the second step involves voluntarily relocating

Syrians from areas with high population density to different districts and protinces

Detailed informatbn about the Combating Spatial Concentration Plan and the
reasons for its emergence will be elaborated upon specifically within the scope of
the case study area in ChapteM#en the first Syriamconvoy arrived inT ¢ r Ki y e
on April 29, 2011, consisting &52 individuals, no one anticipated that this crisis
would persist for such an extended period or that the numlsyrain immigrant

would rise to such levels. Therefore, temporariness and guesthood were emphasized
in legislation, practical implementati, and daily life. Below is a chronological
timeline of the significant developments concerning Syrians over the past 13 years
(Erdoj2an, 202

7 For more informationseehttps://www.hurriyet.com.tr/yazarlar/handieat/suriyelilereseyreltme
plani42008714Date of acces$5.10.2023)

35


https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/yazarlar/hande-firat/suriyelilere-seyreltme-plani-42008714
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/yazarlar/hande-firat/suriyelilere-seyreltme-plani-42008714

April 26, 2011: The Syrian army
entered Deraa, igniting the
uprising.

October 2011: The practical

“Temporary Protection”™ regime was ===«

mitiated for Syrians in Tirkive.

November 14, 2013: The Directorate

General of Migration Management ____

Provincial Organization Establishment,
Duties, and Working Regulation was
issued.

April 2014: The Directorate General

of Migration Management became
operational.

of Migration Management began to be
established.

January 2016: The viza-free agreement

between Syria and Tiirkrve was

terminated.

January 2017: The process of updating

March 15, 2011: In Syria, pro-
2011 -~ democracy and anti-government

protests began in Deraa.

April 29, 2011: The first group of 252
________ people who sought refuge from Syria
L arrived in Tirkiye via the Yayladag
border in Hatay.

April 11, 2013: The Law on
2013 ---—-. Foreigners and International
Protection was enacted.

December 16, 2013: An agreement
on the readmission of unauthorized
-------- residents was signed between the
Republic of Tiirkive and the
European Union.

April 22, 2014: A regulation was
issued regarding establishing,
managing, operating, outsourcing, and
supervising Reception and
Accommedation Centers and Removal
Centers.

October 22, 2014: The Temporary
Protection Regulation came into effect.

March 17, 2016: The Regulation on

______ the Implementation of the Law on
Foreigners and International

Protection came into effect.
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March 2018: Temporary
Accommodation Centers were
transferred from AFAD to DGMDM.

July 22, 2019: The Istanbul
Governorate issued a written ---
decision for the departure of

unregistered persons or those

registered in other provinces. March 11, 2020: The World Health

' 20% _______ Organization declared a "Pandemic.”
K and the first Covid-19 case was
detected in Tirkive.
December 2020: An 837-kilometer-
long wall aleng the 911-kilometer- ====%= ="
long Tiirkive-Syria border was
completed. August 10, 2021: The Altndag
2021 Eeeeea-. Incidents began with a Syrian's
killing of a Turkish vouth in Ankara.
October 29, 2021: The Directorate

General of Migration Management
was transformed into the Directorate

General of Migration Management
Presidency. . ) February 22, 2022: The Turkish
______ Ministry of Interior announced a plan to

Combating Spatial Concentration Plan
called the Dilution Project.

February 6, 2023: Two devastating
earthquakes struck the southeastern 2023
part of Tiirkive and the northern part =~~~
of Syria.

Figure 2.7. A Chronological Timeline of Dewepments Regarding Syrians in
T gkiye Over the Last 12ears(Preparedy the author from the relevditerature)
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2223 SelfSettl ed Syrians as AUrban Refugees:

The term 'urban refugee' denotes refugees residing in urban areas rather than in
camps, oftemavigating the opportunities and challenges of integration into urban
environments (Soylu et al., 2020). Historically, the global approach to refugee
accommodation predominantly involved camps. However, the recent shift towards
free settlement' has spaffited the 'urban refugees' who autonomously choose to
settle in cities. This concept, though relatively new, was first acknowledged in the
'‘Comprehensive Policy on Urban Refugees' report by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 19@#ban refugees, living outside of
camps and expected to be smifficient, are seen as a cadftective alternative for
organizations like the UNHCRHowever, urban refugees face numerous challenges
and riskswithin urban settingg’he growing global popation of urban refugees
underscores the inadequacy and scarcity of targeted policies and support programs,
essentially leaving urban refugees to fend for themselves. Compounded by legal
uncertainties and the often transient nature of their legal statulsas,refugees face
heightened vulnerability in theidaily lives. Typically constrained by limited
financial resources, urban refugees tend to settle in the most impovaursiaed

areas, leading to strained relations between them and the native posuiati

alreadyresourece car ce and underdevel oped neighbor ho:

One of the significant characteristics of SyrfainsT ¢ r kis theie transformation,

especially after 2013, into "urban refugees" As of August 2023, there are 3,303,034

Syriars in T ¢ r k with enly 74,360 residing in 9 camps located in 7 provinces

(Hatay (3), Kilis (1), Adana (1), Kahr amanm

81n this dissertation, the term 'urban refugees,' as frequently employed in urban studies, has been
used sociologically to describe Syriamsder temporary protection status who are-seffled in
citiesand urban areaslowever, it does not convey &galstatus or definition.

38



and Malatya (1))These urban refugees, distinguished from their counterparts in
camps, face uniquehallenges, including adapting to urban life, accessing education
and employment, securing healthcare, and interacting with local communities
(Amara & Aljunid, 2014). Various factors contribute to the perception of Syrians as

ur ban r ef ug e & astheinintegratiorkintoyjoeal populations, economic

contributions, l abor mar ket participatio
2020).
2.2.3 Projects Targeting Syrians under Temporary Protection Status and

Basic Services Provided in Tg¢grkiye

T ¢ r k isyerdeatiosed to establish a comprehensive legal and policy framework
addressing international and temporary protection. The Law on Foreigners and
International Protection, in conjunction with the Temporary Protection Regulation,
orchestrates the legal rdsncy, registration, international protection processes, and

the entitlement to rights and services for those requiring international protection
within its borders. Moreover, the expansion of public system benefits and national
institutional support has ¢ditated access to health, education, and social services

for applicants of international protecti
for their l i veli hoods (-Bt4d asjthee mymbel 6f2 2 ) .
Syrians in urban areas incredsand their status transitioned to that of urban
refugees, there has been a shift towards the implementation of systematierhong

and centralized policies. These policies have increasingly focused onsmatdic

(education, health, employment,using, etc.) integration strategies, or more aptly,
‘problemsolving policies." Initiatives aimed at integrating Syrian children into the

Turkish educational system, providing health services, issuing work permits, and
offering psychosocial supporthaveebe si gni fi cantly advanced
& ¢orabateér, 2019)
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2.2.3.1 Health Services

Syrians under Temporary Protection, displaced by the war and seeking refuge in
Te¢rkiye, must hold a ' Temporary Protection
services. Thse lacking this document are eligible for healthcare services upon

completing the registration process with the Directorate General of Migration

Management. In March 2015, the Ministry of Health promulgated a directive,

'Principles Regarding Health Seregcto be Provided to Those under Temporary

Protection," underscoring the prioritization of healthcare provision within Syrians'

residential locales.

Initially, the directive required that healthcare seekers first visit a primary healthcare
institution and,if necessary, receive referrals to secondary or tertiary healthcare
facilities. However, this protocol was abolished in November 2015 through a
directive amendment by the Ministry of Health. This change eliminated the referral
requirement, enabling Syriano directly approach secondary and tertiary healthcare

institutions for noremergency and essential care without prior referrals

It is crucial to acknowledge that direct access to university health applications,

research centers, and private healthaasgtutions is limited, with exceptions made

for emergency situations and essential needs. To enhance the accessibility of primary

healthcare services in areas densely populated by Syrians, the 'Project for the
Development of the Health Status and Relé&edvices Offered to Syrians under

Temporary Protection (SIHHAT)' was initiated within the framework of the Facility

for Refugees in T¢rkiye (FRIT). This projec
Heal t h Units/ Centers (Yana2202018r do¥zatnaK ,
¢corabateér, 2019) .

Under the auspices of the SIHHAT Project, Migration Health Centers have been
expanded across T¢rkiye. Thi s expansi on i
procurement of medical equipment for primary and secondary healthcditeefa

and provision of vaccines and vitamins. The inauguration of 181 Migration Health
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Centers and 10 Community Mental Health Centers across 29 pravintese a

significant number of migrants resil@longside the employment of nearly 4,000
healthcarepr of essi onal s, under scores Ter ki yed
healthcare needs of migrants.

Furthermore, SIHHAT 2 aims to enhance access to healthcare services in provinces
featuring Migration Health Centers. The establishment of Enhanced/Migration
Health Centers under the SIHHAT Project has significantly improved the
availability, accessibility, and visibility of primary healthcare services for Syrians
under Temporary Protection. These centers, mirroring the minimum technical and
physical standards of Tkish Family Health Centers, offer a range of services
including protective, direct, and secondary healthcare (e.g., internal medicine,

obstetrics and gynecology, pediatric and dental cliffics).

Migrant Health Center (MHC): These centers aim to deliver pamy healthcare
services to Syrians under Temporary Prote
of Turkish family medicine. The employment of Syrian healthcare personnel and

patient guidance staff fluent in Arabic and Turkish is intended to mitigatgiége

and cultural barriers, thereby facilitating effective healthcare service provision. This
approach significantly improves Syrians' healthcare access. Currently, 177
Migration Health Centers operate in 29 provinces with substantial migrant

populationswith plans to establish 790 Migration Health Units.

ExtendedMigrant Health Center (EMHC): Enhancedervicedargetsettiements
with Syrianpopulationsexceedind0,000.The EnhancedMigration HealthCenters
offer comprehensiveprimary healthcareservices, including internal medicine,
pediatrics,obstetricsgynecology,dental,and psychosociakupport,supplemented
by laboratoryandradiologyservicesThisinitiative notonly aimsto broaderservice

accessut alsoto alleviatethe pressureon hospitals.EnhancedMigration Health

% For detailed information, sewetp://www.sihhatproject.org/sinhat2_faaliyetler.ht(Blate of
access: 14.09.2023
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Centersareaccessibldo thoseunderTemporaryProtection,aswell asindividuals
under International Protection or statelesspersonsseeking primary healthcare

services.

2.2.3.2 Educational Services

The Ministry of National EducatiofMEB) supervises and coordinates both formal

and informal educational support for Syrians residing i9 r kundgreTemporary

Protection Status, encompassing educational programs for adults and children alike.

Addi tionally, The Council of Higher Educati
Abroad and Related Communities play pivotal roles in facilitating acodsigher

education. Temporary Education Centers, established initially by camp
administrations or through Syrian initiatives, have significantly contributed to the
education of Syrian children in T¢rkiye pri
Despiterecent updates to the curriculum in these centers, incorporating intensive

Turkish language courses, the core instruction continues to be delivered in Arabic,

adhering to the Syrian school curriculum. Acknowledging the necessity for a

curriculum overhaulMEB has committed to addressing this concern. In 2016, MEB

embarked on a project to integrate all Syrian children into the Turkish education

system within two to three years, taking into account the obstacles encountered

within schools and the shift towarg@germanency. The establishment of the Migration

and Emergency Education Department Presidency in 2016 has expedited the

integration process. Registration for school is carried out in cities where individuals

possess temporary protection identity documedisldren lacking such documents

are enrolled as "guest students," although they are required to acquire an identity

document promptly. Syrian nationals receive education at no cost in state schools
(Refugee Rights Center, ¥ana 2019).Erdojan & ¢or
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The population of Syrian students in Tg¢rk
has seen a consistent rise. Some students have resumed their interrupted educational
journeys from Syria, while others, having completed their primarysacdndary
education within Tg¢rkiye, have successf
language proficiency tests to gain university admissions. Furthermore, MEB
provides Turkish language and vocational training courses to Syrian nationals
through Public Hucation Centers to overcome language barriers. The Directorate
General for Lifelong Learning has been established with the goal of enhancing

Syrian participation in courses offered by public education centers, thereby

facilitating their integrationandedat onal advancemgnt (Erdoj a

2.2.3.3 Livelihoods of Syrians and the Regulation of Work Permits

The employment of Syrians, who began arr
significance from 2013 onwards. Initially, the Turkish state's emergency
mana@ment approach catered to the urgent needs of Syrians, largely residing in
camps and in relatively modest numbers. As Syrians started settling in urban centers
outside of camps, their engagement in economic activities began spontaneously,
without any centilized planning by the Turkish authorities. Syrians typically chose

to settle in locations where they had acquaintances and could find work to support

theireveryday i ves (Erdojan & ¢orabateéer, 2019).

The legal framework for the employment of Syrians unteanporary Protection

Status was formalized with the "Regulation on Temporary Protection" outlined in
Article 91 of the Law on Foreigners and International Protection (LFIP), and further
detailed in the "Regulation on Work Permits of Foreigners under Treamypo
Protection" enacted on January 15, 2016. This regulation stipulates that Syrians
under temporary protection eligible for
status for at least six months, can work only in their registered location, and the
empbyer cannot have more than 10% of Syrian employees. Additionally, Syrians

must not receive wages below the minimum wage, and work permit applications
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must be submitted by the employer. In an effort to promote social cohesion, skill
development, and increas formal employment, the "Employment Support Project

for Syrians under Temporary Protection and Turkish Citizens" was initiated, backed

by a budget of 48 million euros from FRIT, in collaboration with the Ministry,
KkKUR, and t he WorffereserBasnskch asfob and yocationaé ct o
counseling, Turkish language courses, skill training, applied training programs, and

labor market adaptation programs, aiming to enhance interviewers' qualifications
and skills (Erdoj} an, 202 2; Yanar , 2019)

Howewer, as Rittersbergér € | é - and Bal (2019) emphasi ze,
refugees/migrants as temporarily present and the definition of their rights and

statuses based on this temporariness have profound implications on their labor

market positioning. Theation of temporariness also shapes employment policies

for refugees/migrants, leading to challenges like informal employment and

precarious work conditions, often without legal recourse or solutions. Despite

significant legal advancements regarding thedailghts of Syrians since 2016, there

remains a critical need for further regulations and improvements to facilitate
refugees/migrants’ active and lawful participation in the workforce within the context

of formal employment (Rittersbergéré | € - &9).Bal , 20

2.2.3.4  Joint Migration Action Plan and EU Financial Assistance
Programme Targeting Syrians under Temporay Protection
Status 1i(RRITV¢r ki ye

The The "Joint Migration Action Plan,"” launched in 2015 between the European

Uni on and Tg¢r ki yacollambrmtivée measaresaisnedat mamagirg e

the significant influx of migrants to Tg¢gr ki
pillars: firstly, understanding the root causes of the migration wave; secondly,

providing support to Syrians andthehosb unt ry, Tg¢r ki ye; and thir
cooperation to curb irr egUDloamrAction Plgn,at i on t o

2015). In response to the EU Council's call for additional funding, the Financial
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Support Program for Reésiagishedon Novembeg2d, ki ye |
2015. The program is divided into two primary categories of assistance:
humanitarian aid and development aid. Humanitarian aid is directed towards meeting
the immediate needs and improving the livelihoods of vulnerable refugkeg,

gaps in health and education through specialized institutions and partnerships during
emergencies. Development aid, on the other hand, is geared towards addressing the
long-term needs of refugees, including access to public services and livelihood
opportunities, with a focus on health, education, and semamomic development,
paying special attention to disadvantaged groups within these contexts. The
program'’s overarching goal is to protect refugees and the host community, ensuring
basic needs ahlivelihoods, health, education, and municipal infrastructure are
adequately met (Yanar, 2019).

2.2.3.5 T ¢ r kRegianal Refugee and Resilience Plaii (¢, r k3RP)e

The T¢rkiye Regional Refugee and Resilier
and UNHCR, identifis the main priorities and objectives for humanitarian and
development initiatives targeting Syrians. This plan solicits financial backing from
international donor s t o effectively i m,
encompasses several areas of intdfean including protection, food security,

education, health, basic necessities, and livelihoods, facilitated through partnerships
among state institutions, UN agencies, the private sector, and international NGOs.

For the 2018019 period, 3RP's primary @tmasis has been on the creation and

i mpl ementation of | aws and policies in
Syrians, positioning T¢rkiye as the main
this timeframe. 3RP oversees regional interventions aedures funding
commitments, with UNDP playing a pivotal role in livelihood interventions and

being a crucial partner in areas such as basic needs, protection, and food security.
Initiated by UNDP in 2014, the Response and Resilience to the Syrian @rtpiam

aims to empower Syrians, enhance the capacities of national and local institutions,
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and facilitate the delivery of vital public services. This program focuses on areas
such as livelihoods, employment, local economic development, improvement of
munidpal services, and promotion of social cohesion and proteciiba. 3RP
response, I n al i gnment wi t h T¢erkiye' s Law
Protection and the Temporary Protection Regulation, exemplifies alexdate
inclusive approach consistent Wwithe Global Compact on Refugees' principles.
Furthermore, 3RP partners advocate for participation in local coordination
mechanisms spearheaded by governorates and provincial directorates to strengthen
collaboration between government and civil societytrigas in delivering local
services. The strategic objectives for the 2@R22 period have been updated to
highlight priorities concerning integration into national systems, promoting self
reliance, and advancing social cohesibine three strategic objéats are'°

A Contribute to the protection of Syrians un

protection applicants and status holders

A Support inclusion and access to services

services, municipal services, alodal solutions
A Promot e h a weliemaeaadsadlutiomsnr, s el f

While the establishment of 3RP partnerships involving state institutions, UN
agencies, the private sector, and international NGOs is promising, a raeptin
analysis is necessary &ssess the impact of aid on individual empowerment and

social cohesion among Syrians.

0 For detailed information, see 3RP¢, r kQoyniyChapter2021:2022, see
https://www.unhcr.org/triwgtontent/uploads/sites/14/2021/03/3RR;, r kdouyntyChapter
2021-2022_ENopt.pdf(Accessed 22.10.2023
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2.2.3.6  Syrian Crises and Resilience Respond

UNDP implements the Response and Resilience to the Syrian Crisis Program
(RRSCP3to enable Syrians, host communities, and instinginT ¢, r kid bgteer

cope with the effects of forced migration. The progsdanted in 2014ndpromotes

a resiliencebased development approach that complements humanitarian aid
support. The primary goal of the program is to empower Syrians to beelsmift

and enhance the institutional capacities of local and national partners to better
respond to the increased demand for public services. While providing funding
commitments, 3RP also coordinates and monitors regional interventions. UNDP
takes the lad in the livelihoods intervention category and is one of the leading
partners in basic needs, protection, and food safety intervenB&#.ensures
funding commitments and continues to coordinate and monitor regional
interventions. UNDRRRSCP) on the ther hand, takes the lead in the livelihoods
intervention category and is a key partner in basic needs, protection, and food

security(Yanar, 2019).

UNDPOG6s resilience response strategy
guarantee that both local aBgrian communities have access to essential services

through investments national and regionalystems-

1 Livelihoods, Employment, and Local Economic Development,
1 Strengthening Municipal Services,

1 Social Cohesion, Empowerment, and Protection

11 For more detailed information, shéps://www.undp.org/turkiye/syriarisis-andresilience
responsgAccessed date0.10.2023)

2For detailed information, see
https:/iwww.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/migration/tr/UNDR-ELEVATING-HOPES
V2.pdf (Accessed date: 20.10.2023)
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2.2.3.7 Social Gohesion Assistance Program (SUY/ESSN)

The Social Cohesion Assistance (SUY) program emerges from the collaboration
bet ween the Eur op ecaondindted byahe Tuakrstd Minisgyrok i y e
Family and Social Policies, the Ministry of Interior's Direeter General of
Migration Management, and the Prime Ministry Disaster and Emergency
Management Authority (AFAD), carried out in partnership with the World Food
Programme and the Turkish Red Crescent (Ke
support the most vulnable refugee families by offering them monthlyafircial aid

t hr ough K#aabliagthem to affortl essential needs such as food, fuel, rent,

medication, and utility expensés

For a portion of the Syrian population, financial support programs begarithe

commitment of the European Union to provide funding for refuge€B inr & i vy
through the agreement made on MaAch 18, 20
fraction of this financial support was directed to the "Financial Support for Refugees

inT¢r ki ye Pr olgandaFRTF2), (uRderl which the Social Cohesion

Assistance (SUY) program, also known as The Emergency Social Safety Net

(ESSN), operates. Since the end of 2016, SUY has evolved into a consistent financial

resource for Syrian and otheafugees, establishing itself as one of the globe's most
comprehensive cash transfer initiatives, thereby facilitating an indirect cash influx

into cities hosting significant refugee pop

The provision of Social Cohesion Assistance (SUY) extends beyond Syrian
nationals, encompassing all foreign individuals eligible under international or
temporary protection who meet the outlined criteria. As reported by the Turkish Red
Crescent n@Wye2028,11a97)932 iindividuals are recipients of Social
Cohesion Assistance, benefiting 274,743 households across the nation. Each
beneficiary receives 300 Turkish lira per month, with funding from the European

13 For more information, settps://www.essncard.com/tr/abecdrd/(Accessed dat€8.09.2023)
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Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Ogaions (ECHO). The demographic
distribution of SUY beneficiaries as of June 2023 includes Syrians (91.76%), Iraqis
(4.04%), Afghans (4.04%), and Iranians (0.17%Y1¢, | t @@23) e r |,

2.3  The Migration Procesg=rom Displacement To Emplacement In
The Urban Context

2.3.1 The Importance of Emplacement

"The concept of 'emplacement,’ introduced by Malkki in 1995 as the opposite of
displacement, has gained prominence in the field of refugee studies. It has been
further developed by scholars like Ywhavis (2006), Korag2009), and Glick
Schiller and ¢cajl ar (2013) , particul ar
Emplacement describes the process through which newcomers become active
participants and citizens in their new society, feeling a sense of belonging and
transformng spaces into ‘places.' Differing from traditional notions of integration,
emplacement involves the intersection of local 'place' and “‘phadéng' strategies

by individuals and groups with varying legal statuses across different contexts and

over time,irrespective of natioistate policies.

Yuval-Davis (2006) highlights that emplacement's sociabilities are closely tied to a
sense of belongingan attachment to a social group or location that fosters a feeling
of being 'at home," emphasizing emotionahd® over the practicalities of social
relations in settlement. Korac (2009) discusses how emplacement intertwines with
forms of connection, interaction, and social networks, aiding immigrants in finding
their place within a new community, giving their lsveneaning, and forming

attachments&=ur t her more, instead of using the t

1 For detailed information, setps://multeciler.org.tr/yabancilasgnelik-sosyatuyum-yardimi
programisuy (date of access 09.10.2023)
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prefer 'emplacement,” emphasizing the ongoing process of forming social
relationships within space and time. They argue that emplacement sdroal/ras

a valuable analytical tool for understanding the development of cities in diverse
urban settings but also as a concept rooted in empirical evidence. Defined by Glick
Schiller and ¢ajlar (2013), ' e mtedaadc e me nt
establish networks of connections within the constraints and opportunities of a
specific locality. Emplacement is not merely another term for integration; it signifies
the intertwined process of shaping and producing space and social relateons at
particular moment. In contrast to ‘integration’ or 'assimild@iaarms linked with
discourses that view migrants as threats to social coléesimplacement fosters a
sense of placenaking and focuses on a set of experiences shared among individuals,
often labeled by scholars and policymakers as migrants or natives (Glick Schiller &
¢cajlar, 2016) .

Examining and understanding inclusion strategies, and viewing citizenship as a
social process, allow us to delve into how individuals experience citizenghiggin
everyday lives, especially at the local and neighborhood levels, regardless of their
citizenship status (Isin 2000; Coll 2010). With the increasing diversity of cities,
grasping 'bottorup’ inclusion practices and developing policies that cover forma
citizenship and various informal ‘acts of citizenship' is increasingly important. This
diversity necessitates new forms of public interaction, dialogue, andthait civil
participation, linked by emerging informal citizenship practices (k&aedersn,

2016).

Thus, emplacement processes are integrated into various types of connections,
emerging forms of interaction, and networks of social relations, enabling newcomers
to carve out their place in a new society, create meaning, and establish attachment
This process involves forming connections, engaging in new interactions, and
participating in social networks (Korac 2009). The experience of becoming a
member of a new society or feeling a sense of belonging is closely linked to
newcomers' local setti@ent experiences and their contributionpimduction of
spacerather than to policies of natietatesMoreover, the migration literature has
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gaps in explaining refugees' patterns of location preference,-plakieg, and
adaptation to urban life withian urban context, as well as the urban mechanisms
influencing these patterns. Although concepts like integration and resettlement
address certain aspects of these gaps, it remains challenging to explore refugees'
relationships with space and to examine libcal/urban impacts of migration from

the perspectives of refugees and local actors directly involved in these processes
(G¢ngordeg, 2020) .

The concept of emplacement also extends to notions of local citizenship or
enfranchisement. This suggests that §edmplaced involves more than personal
identification; it encompasses a societal dimension where individuals gain access to
resources and relationships associated with the area. This implies a reciprocal
relationship where individuals not only identify tvita place but also actively
contribute to the community linked to that place. While it does not necessarily
suggest permanent residence, it does involve identification, recognition, and the right
for members to derive sustenance, society, andfgigncefrom the shared space

(De Wet, 2008p. 116). At of contributing to the community through a particular
place highlights the dynamic nature of emplacement, as individuals actively engage
in shaping and enriching the collective experience associated \waithpldrce. In
summary, being emplaced is a multifaceted concept that includes constructing a
narrative of identification with a specific place. It involves recognition,
identification, and the right to derive various benefits from a shared space.
Emplacemenextends beyond personal ties to include a societal dimension, wherein
individuals contribute to the community linked to that place. Understanding how
individuals and communities utilize land offers valuable insights into their

relationships and the dyn&ms of community life (Tarusarir021).

In this dissertation, emplacement is presented as an overarching concept that includes
the production of space and resettlement, facilitating the inclusion and active
participation of displaced individuals in thetdement processes within their new
living areas. The concept of ‘'emplacement’ will serve as a critical starting point for

exploring how refugees create their own spaces in the host country, establish
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connections with these spaces, and access the nguaessarces and urban services

to establish themselves in life. This perspective aims to understand how these
processes can unfold in a dignified and equitable manner, based on local experiences
and independent of formal citizenship. Emplacement opens atipvays for
examining the intricate details of migrants' interactions with the people and places
that form their social environment, thereby challenging the often rigid and narrow
concepts like ‘integration." Furthermore, emplacement highlights urbaralspati
practices that are frequently overlooked in conventional migration studies concepts
such as integration, assimilation, social cohesion, or multiculturalism. These
practices are viewed as a vital part of how individuals engage with their environment.
Understanding the processes through which emplacement occurs allows for a deeper
comprehension of the nature and causes of the uncertainty that characterizes
migrants' social worlds, urban spaces, and often their interactions related to such
settlements. Thisuggests that emplacement processes are influenced by, and can
alter, patterns of mobility and settlement. This is observed through the complex
dynamics of displaced migrants striving to settle down, build, and maintain social

networks across various cemts

2.3.2 The Notion of Spaceand Placein Urban Context

Today, approximately 55% of the world's population resides in urban areas or cities,
a trend projected to continue, with expectations that the urban population will
increase significantly by 2050. By that time, nearly 70% of the global population is
anticipated to live in urban areas (UN DESA, 2022).

The Syrian civil war, which began in April 2011, has led to the displacement of over
10 million individuals, with 5.8 million seeking refuge in neighboring countries and
beyond.T ¢ r kcurnergly hosts the lgest number of refugees globally, wiker

3.3 million Syriars registered and granted temporary protection statuabN992%

of the Syrias in T ¢ r kresigesin urban areas, underscoring the importance of

52



examining the opportunities and challenges@assat ed wi t h ur ban set

& Tosun, 2018).

Urban refugees often prefer living in cities over camps due to the attractive
opportunities and amenities that urban environments offer, such as employment,
education, health services, security, qualiby life, and social activities.
Consequently, the majority of refugees worldwide tend to settle in urban areas.
However, resettling in these areas presents numerous challenges for refugees. These
include difficulties in meeting basic needs, overcominguag barriers, navigating
uncertainties regarding legal status, encountering integration issues, searching for
jobs, obtaining work permits, dealing with uninsured employment or exploitation as
cheap labor, managing housing costs, addressing securityreenaad accessing

urban services (Erdojan, 2022)

Although various disciplines have explored the challenges faced by refugees in urban
contexts and their current situations, there is a lack of research focusing on the spatial
dimensions of these experi@scor the direct interaction between people, space, and
place. This dissertation aims to analyze the interaction between urban refugees,
places, and urban spaces, focusing on the consequences and effects of this interaction
as central to understanding templacement process of urban refugees within the
local community. It will explore the impact of concepts suchuaban securityyse

of space production of space, plageaking, locality, senseof place and place
attachment imrefugees' emplacement processes are key elements of this research.
These concepts will be examined in this part of the study, discussing the relationship

between urban refugees and urban space.

Some urban refugees reside alongside urban poor populaticrenéentrated or
segregated neighborhoods, while others gradually disperse into the broader society,
living in fragmented and scattered patterns as part of the emplacement process.
Moreover, their sockspatial experiences vary due to the different udzarexts in

which they live, influencing their process of emplacement. The spatial practices,

characteristics of everyday life, and neighborhood features significantly affect
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newcomers' emplacement and weadling. Sommers (1999, p. 24) notes, 'Refugees
who migrate to urban areas are a particularly vulnerable type of urban migrant.' The
everyday life experiences and relationships of urban refugees with their surroundings
reflect their attachment, wdbeing, success in achieving sedfiance, and

emplacemenin urban areas.

To fully grasp the emplacement process of refugees in urban settings, it is essential

to explore the dynamics among people, space, and place. 'Place' can be interpreted

as the confluence of people's experiences with spatial structdreently requiring

human interaction. Patsy Healey (2005) emphasizes the profound link between place

and space in the urban planning context, suggesting that understanding this

relationship is key to addressing the complexities of urefigee emplacement

effectively.
AThe core of a planning focus is the
activities and territoriesé Places are
evident in the meanings given to them as much as in the interactions that take
place witin them... It is impossible to avoid the intense conflicts that
routinely surface when planning interventions to improve particular place

gualities are initiated. Where do planners start in considering our core focus
of O6people and pey, 20086 rel ations?0 (Hea

The central focus of spatial research, extensively debated in the field of geography,
centers on the interplay among people, space, and place. Geographers consistently
emphasize the study of space and human interactions to shed lightcamiblex
dynamics of people, place, and space. This concept has been expanded upon by
numerous scholars, including David Harvey (1969), Henri Lefebvre (1974) Yi

Tuan (1974), Edward Relph (1976), and Doreen Massey (2005), among others. Yi

fu Tuan, as auman geographer, has significantly contributed to our understanding

of the relationship between people and place, a discourse that has been advanced by
Relph, Massey, and others. These theorists argue that the intricate connection
between people and spase&rucial for understanding place and shaping individuals'

sense of belonging. According to Timalsina (2021), through individual and
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collective behaviors, the actions of people within their lived and interacted spaces
imbue these spaces with meaning. Re(ft976) suggests that space should be
considered through abstract geometries such as distance, direction, size, shape, and
volume, separate from material form and cultural interpretation. In his exploration

of place, Relph delves into the essence of plsteging (Relph, 1976, p. 43) that

ARThe essence of t he pl ace l i es i n
intentionality that defines places as centers of human existence. For

virtually everyone, there is a deep association with and
consciousness of the places were born and grew up in, where we

live now, or where we have had particularly moving experiences.

This association seems to constitute a vital source of individual and

cul tur al identity and security...o

The essence of space remains inert until it isued with meaning through human
interaction. Human activities and behaviors within a space generate its significance,
underscoring the role of social, cultural, and geographical contexts in the
interpretation of space (Relph, 1976; Tuan, 1977). Space lescomeaningful
through engagement and the influence of these contexts, with individuals, groups, or
societies transforming spaces into places charged with meaning. Echoing Relph,
Tuan (1977) describes places as 'centers of meaning constructed from lived
experience," which, over time, become significant to people's lives. The act of
creating a place is deeply entwined with the interactions between humans and space,
involving individuals engaging in behaviors within a specific space. Cities, designed
intentiorally for human settlement, incorporate diverse social and cultural elements,

reflecting their purpose as spaces for human life (Timalsina, 2021).

Historically, the concepts of place and space have been central themes in
geographical research literature. tilVispace and place defining the essence of
geography, spatial analysis has taken a prominent position in the field, positioning
these concepts at the heart of geographical study. Since the 1970s, discussions on
space and place have gained prominence inahugeography, marking them as

fundamental to geographical analysis from a hwaentric perspective.
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In 1974, Henri Lefebvre's 'The Production of Space' introduced the notion of space
as perceived, conceived, and lived, emphasizing the dynamic naturacef #s
evolution over time, and its varied symbolic meanings. Lefebvre posits that place,
examined phenomenologically through individual experiences, derives its meaning
from the spatial production of material and social forms. This production is
influenced by political, economic forces, and class relations, suggesting that social
space is structured through networks that include individuals, practices, languages,
and representations, all continually reproduced within the capitalist production

relations famework (peceived, conceived, and lived).

Hubbard and Kitchen redirected the focus of human geography from social space
towards livedin space, aligning with ¥iu Tuan's perspective that space does not
possess inherent scale but is formed through enmwdtiattachment (Tuan, 1977,
Hubbard and Kitchen, 2011). This evolution in spatial analysis within geography
underscores the importance of '‘place’' and its role in deepening our understanding of
the relationships between people and space. David Harveypratiag Marxist
theory, highlighted the paradox where globalization relies on a sense of place rooted
in history, culture, and landscape. He views place as a constructed position
characterized by human involvement, culture, and tradition, which distirguish

from other locations, defined by its unique specificity. Harvey argues that these
unique places are integrated within the capitalist system's various modes of
production, yet maintain their distinctiveness, predicated on the notion that space is
absdute (2009).

Edward Relph championed a more hurtantered approach, focusing on the
profound connection between people and place. By the 1990s, postmodernist
thinkers posited that realities are socially constructed, influencing the formation of
agendaspolicies, and laws. The development of human geography reflects a
dynamic dialogue among space, place, and human interactions, examining the
intricate bonds between individuals and the environments they occupy (Timalsina,
2021; Bozdojan & Benek, 2021) .
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Doreen Massey, unlike Harvey and Lefebvre, does not conceive the production of
space solely in terms of capital flows, accumulations, mobility, and exploitation.
Instead, she defines space as 'loose ends and missing links." Massey (2008) views
space as the owergence of narratives at unique intersections within sjaee
Consequently, places are not defined by rigid boundaries, ‘containers,’ locations on
a map, or static structures, but rather by 'spatmoporal’ events. Given this
perspective, spatitempral events, when observed in their entirety, defy
comprehensive definition and prediction. Space cannot be considered a realm of
complete simultaneity where all connections are established, and every place is
interconnected with every other. Instead, gpiaccomposed of activities occurring
at distinct intersections in spatime. These activities signify argissentialist
formations occurring across various ‘places.' In light of this perspective, Massey
articulates her opposition to the traditional isistion between space and place

'‘What if we reject this seemingly attractive distinction between place

(meaningful, lived, everyday) and space (what? outside? abstract?
meaningless)?' (Massey, 2008: 6)."

In this context, according to Massey, space ancegi@ssess a relational dimension.
Rather than viewing places as areas enclosed by defined boundaries, they are
understood as moments embedded in social relationships and networks of
understanding. These relationships, experiences, and understandintyactamhsn
specific context® whether a street, a region, or even a conttheme recognized as
‘places’ in their own right. This perspective fosters an outoaetited sense of place

that seamlessly integrates global and local dimensions, mindful ofdsroanti|d
connections. Thus, Massey advocates for a decentralized global sense of place,
aiming to reconcile the universality of space with the specificity of place and to
bridge the gap between universal and particular dichotomies. To this end, she
proposs considering place not only in terms of those who are physically present but

also through various lines of connection to other parts of the world, embodying the
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concept of gl obal net work connections ( Mas

Benek, 2021).

In he book 'For Space' (2008), Massey delves into the political ramifications of the
ongoing privatization of space. She articulates the significance of space, arguing that
it is essential due to:

fi) spacesas the product of interrelations; as constitutedubh interaction

from the immensity of thglobal to the intimately tiny,

i) spacesas the sphere of the possibility of the existence of multiplicity in
the sense of contemporarneous plurality,

iii) spaces are not enclosures with a clear inside ansidmjtspace is as
always under constructiongp. 9)

In her book 'Space, Place and Gender," Massey (1994) endeavors to formulate
concepts of space and place (including time) within the context of social relations
and further connect these in a progeiectical manner. Massey asserts that places
are complicit in the constitution of those putatively 'global’ relations and forces. Her
contributions specifically frame a relational approach to understanding the debates

on space and place in regional saglias she explains:

Alf this notion [of place] is accepted,

as particular moments in such intersecting social relations, nets of which have

over time been constructed, laid down, interacted with one another, decayed

and renewed. Some of these relations will be, as it were, contained within the

place; others will stretch beyond it, tying any particular locality into wider
relations and processes in which other

When reviewing the hierical perspective of space and place in human geography,

it can be summarized that geography has a long tradition of attempting to understand
how different processes and phenomena interact at global, regional, and local levels.
Thus, there is an extensitradition focused on comprehending the interactions of
various processes and phenomena across these scales in geography. Consequently,
space and place possess different dimensions in understanding human behavior

across various scales, including the rectgn that these interactions impart
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characteristic features to places. Therefore, the interaction of space and place forms
a focused area of research within human geography. In this dissertation, following
Massey's approach, the concepts of space and ple explored within the context

of social relations, highlighting the social production of space. Furthermore, the
emplacement process of Syrians is examined through the interrelation of space and
place, observing the transformation of space into plBlees. perspective places an
essential emphasis on an experienced and mekdeg place, while
acknowledging that spatial distribution is both produced and reproduced through

politically charged conjunctures.

2.3.3 The Social Production of Space

Migration is amultifaceted process that leads to significant spatial transformations
within societies. It plays a crucial role in the production of urban space, influencing
the integration of diverse soearonomic groups into urban environments. Research
illustrates lmw migration shapes the social fabric, economic structure, and social
relationships within urban spaces. Specifically, migrants’ experiences in urban
settings highlight how space is constructed, reproduced, and continuously molded
by evolving social relatns and interactions, underscoring the notion that urban
space transcends physicality to become a product of social relationships and
interactions (Purkis, 2018; Labb® et al
Henri Lefebvre (1970/1991) and Hadlowers, who articulated the 'social production

of space.' Lefebvre's seminal work, 'The Production of Space' (1974), introduces a
comprehensive socigpatial theory advocating for a dialectical relationship between
space and society. He aimed to unib# intrinsically political nature of space,
highlighting that its formation is deeply entwined with social dynamics. Asserting
that space and society are dialectically linked and mutually influential, he famously

decl ar ed, A(socialcldo space is a (social)

Lefebvreds exploration into the product:i

physical entity but a manifestation of social relationships and interactions, evolving
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through varied experiences and perceptions. In his 'spatial triad" modeyvtesf
categorizes space into three dimensions: perceived space, conceived space, and lived
space, providing a multifaceted framework to understand the complexity of spatial
interactions (Lefebvre, 1991).

Spatial practice, also known as perceived spacateeto the organized, physical
spaces within society that serve to delineate the built environment, both physically
and ideologically. It encompasses the patterns of social activity that involve material
and physical flows, transfers, and interactionssjpace, thus facilitating social
production and reproduction. Spatial practice includes activities that physically
transform the environment, manifesting in everyday actions and illuminating how

individuals utilize and engage with space (Lefebvre, 1991).

Conversely, representations of space, often termed conceived space, represent the
dominant space within a given society. This conceptualization is shaped by
individuals with 'expert’ knowledge, such as city planners and architects, and is
influenced by hegeomic discourses or ideologically charged regimes of analysis
and abstractions. These have the authority to define space within a society, reflecting
the power structures and the intellectual framing of space (Lefebvre, 1991).

Spaces of representation, oreld space, encompass the realms of lived experience
that are directly encountered through everyday life practices. These spaces, unlike
the structured and regulated hegemonic spaces, evolve over time through usage and
are imbued with profound meaning. Theepresent a fusion of the 'remid
imagined' aspects of space, embodying the symbolic dimensions of spatial
experience. Lefebvre characterizes spaces of representation as 'the dominated and
hence passively experienced space that seeks to change aghiappt This space
overlays physical space, making symbolic use of its objects, thereby illustrating the
complex interplay between physical reality and the symbolic meanings attached to

space (Lefebvre, 1991
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2.3.3.1 Triadic Elements and Social Production of Spce in Lefebvre

and Soja’s Perspectives

The triadic elements, as elucidated by theorists such as Henri Lefebvre and Edward
Soja, dynamically interconnect to unveil the social patterns that give rise to space.
Lefebvre's works not only seek to comprehermdgioduction of space but also delve

into its social, economic, and political dimensions. Specifically, Lefebvre's
investigations explore how space is shaped by capitalist production relations, state
policies, and social practices (Brenner & Elden, 2009his context, Lefebvre
underscores that space is influenced not only as a physical area but also by power

relations, ideologies, and social structures.

Edward Soja, another influential geographer, contributes to this discourse with
works such as 'Thirggce' (1996) and 'Postmodern Geographies' (1999). Soja
introduces the concept of a third spatial dimension, termed 'third space.' Building on
Lefebvre's insights, Soja views the relationship between space and society as

dynamically intertwined. AccordingtSoja (2000)social space, or 'spatiality’;

~

Aiis socially produced and, | ike soci e
(concrete spatialities) and as a set of relations between individuals and

groups, an ahadmbmediimemtod soci ety itsel

Soja places particular emphasis on the intricate relationship between individuals and
their material environment. He endeavors to scrutinize how our actions and thoughts
contribute to the configuration of the spaces that surround us. Simultaneously, he
adknowledges that the broader collectivity of socially produced spaces and places in
which we reside also influence our actions and thoughts in ways that are only
beginning to be comprehended (Shalabi, 2017).

In critiquing the tendency within social sciendesmarginalize space as merely a
backdrop to social life, Soja introduces what he terms a-speitial dialectic. This
conceptual framework highlights the mutually formative and interactive link

between the social and spatial dimensions of human experig®oja, 2000).
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Essentially, Soja contends that space is not passive but actively shapes and is shaped
by social dynamics, advocating for an integrated understanding of the reciprocal

relationship between space and society.

When analyzing the role of spam the (re)production of consequential geographies

of migration, Lefebvreds spatial trialectic
structure and use of urban space as a spatial practice, how that space has been created

and defined by officialas a representation of space, and how urban space is directly

lived, appropriated, and symbolically used for potential change as spaces of
representation. While conceived space is regarded as the space produced by planners

and political decisioimakers ands therefore based on knowledge and ideologies,

perceived space is produced by the spatial practice of all the users of a space. In

addition to movements (habitus) and planning (intellects), space is formed by the
invisible degr ee mfempiaecment t@ & certaia pldca hisme nt a
subjective dimension of the production of space is defined as lived space (intuits).

For this reason, lived space, especially, underpins this dissertation to understand the

role of place, localization, and everydayfl e practi ces on Syrians?®é

process with a rightbased approach in the urban context.

2.3.4 The Appropriation of Space

The concept of Appropriation refers to the action or process whereby an individual
perceives something as belonging to onesethakes it one's own. In this context,

the Appropriation of Space can be understood as the comprehensive efforts
undertaken to transform something unfamiliar, uncontrollable, and unowned into

something familiar, known, and meaningful (Graumann, 1976).

The tem 'Appropriation of Space,’ which first emerged among psychologists in the
1970s, boasts a long history in environmental psychology, philosophy, and social
sciences (Graumann, 1976; Benagdsert et al., 2015; Rioux & Moch, 2010; Rioux

et al., 2017). TheAppropriation of Space is an interactive process in which
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individuals, on one hand, transform themselves and, on the other hand, intentionally
use, modify, or develop space to imbue it with personal significance (Feldman and
Stall, 1994). This process indes individuals claiming ownership of space, actively
using the space, generating meaning within the space, and establishing a connection
to the space (Rioux et al., 2017; Karasu & Cesur, 2023).

The meanings that individuals attribute to the spacesrnhapit and make their own

hold significant importance for communication between them and society, as well as
for the interaction between the environment and humans. In the Appropriation
process, individuals tailor their space according to their needsbthenhancing the
relationship with space in both an abstract and concrete sense. Consequently, the
space begins to bear the individual's imprints, establishing a robust connection

between the individual and the space.

According to Moles and Rohmer, theppropriation of Space can manifest in two
forms of relationships: rootedness and transience (1978). Rootedness involves
individuals establishing a deep connection with the spaces they inhabit, embedding
themselves in these spaces akin to the roots ofea Tnean (2001) interprets
rootedness as an internal experience occurring at the subconscious level, where
having roots in a place signifies not only a spiritual and psychological attachment
but also provides a secure and stable base for understandinykth¢Relph, 1976).
Conversely, in transience, the interaction with spaces is-&rartand intermittent,

with an emphasis on the 'here and now' (Karasu & Cesur, 2023).

The dynamic nature of the appropriation process underscores the unique, mutual
relationship between an individual and a space. This dynamic encompasses
behavioral components (actions toward space, usage practices, transformative
behaviors) and symbolic components (emotional, cognitive, and interactional
processes) in dialectical interactidfor an individual, transforming a space into a
place means that the space becomes an extension or part of the person. This
transformation enables the individual to diversify their practices, duration, and
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activities within that space, thus altering tredure of the relationship established
with the space (Karasu & Cesur, 2023)."

In situations such as migration, a context marked by spatial rupture, detachment from
familiar spaces, and the challenge of forging new bonds in migrated spaces are often
fraught with difficulty. This transition is frequently characterized by traumatic
experiences for individuals (G°kdemir,
critical concept in migration studies, emplacement, and social cohesion processes.
Appropriation of Space in migration involves migrants preserving and expressing

their cultural identities in new areas they settle (Horrigmo, 2012).

From the perspective of the right to the city, Appropriation of Space entails migrants'
efforts to secure their rights liwe, access education, health services, and other basic
needs in the cities where they settle (Yetkin et al., 2021). Furthermore, the
Appropriation of Space process enables migrants to establish solidarity networks and
develop social support systems byniing their own communities (Arici, 2021).

Thus, the concepts of Appropriation of Space and the production of space are pivotal
in transforming a place, interpreting social interactions through space, and
understanding migrants' emplacement. In this rebethese concepts are employed
with the assumption that they positively impact the emplacement processes of Syrian
migrants. The goal is to analyze the transformation of space into place in the

everyday lives of Syrians.

According to Lefebvre (1991), ban space, as the primary backdrop for everyday
life, highlights the importance of analyzing the social production of space to fully
grasp the complexities of everyday life phenomena. Following Lefebvre, Michel de
Certeau, a prominent scholar in everydégdiscourse within urban space, explores
aspects overlooked in Foucault's perspective on "discipline." De Certeau argues that
the essence of everyday life resides not in the production but in the consumption of

power by ordinary individuals through th&hgbition of daily practices within an
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"anti-discipline" framework (De Certeau, 1984, cited in Uysal, 2019). Thus, the
prevalent notion that power seeks control meets resistance from ordinary individuals
who challenge established norms. De Certeau's nerqaasits that everyday life is
constructed upon strategies and tactics that permeate these strategies. Viewing
migrants' emplacement through the lens of everyday life practices offers a less
abstract and more empirical approach, referring to spacearthated, practiced,

and experienced, as de Certeau states (1984).

Forced migration experiences entail shocking and dramatic changes, losses, and
mobility in everyday life. Migration takes center stage in social research due to the
reasons for leaving batd one's life, broken ties, and the challenges of starting anew
through a difficult journey. Everyday life encompasses the perceptions, feelings, and
meanings experienced by urban immigrants and refugees within urban space,

including the micrestructureghey locally create in the process.

2.3.5 The Importance of PlaceMa ki ng as AnAFeandi ng at

Locality

Doreen Massey, a distinguished scholar in conceptualizing the notion of home as a
place, argues that a place should not be confined by its geographicalabes.
Instead, it should be considered a spatial entity shaped by social interactions and
relationships, derived from dynamic processes of movement, communication, and
social connections (1994). Urban refugees often utilize pteaddng to build and
maintain a sense of community within host communities, especially in the face of
discrimination. Placenaking serves not only as a means for migrants to establish
the legitimacy and objectives of a new group, both physically and conceptually, but
also has & complexities. While plaemaking aids immigrants in preserving their
national identity in their new countries, it can also lead to issues such as racism,
exclusion, separation, and conflict (Castles and Davidson, 2000; Gill, 2010). Places
are conceivedrbm a combination of 'roots' and 'routes," acting as the canvas for

various identities and histories (Massey, 200%je literature commonly assumes
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that migrants often form unique ethnic communities, within which emplacement
materializes (Boschman and velam, 2015, as cited in Pemberton & Phillimore,
2018).

Placemaking is characterized by the formation of a collective identity, expressed
through activities such as monument construction and festivals. The establishment
of businesses and amenities centersxlind specific ethnicities, like 'Chinatowns'

and 'Little Indias' in global cities, are precise indicators of ptaaking. Soja (1996)
describes such locales as 'third spécesarginal areas within a dominant culture
where unique representations of ethdifference are tolerated (Edensor, 2002,
Friedmann, 2010; Pemberton & Phillimore, 2018

Home' and the sensation of 'feeling at home' are complex phenomena with varied
scales of significance. Morley discusses how home, neighborhood, and nation, as
potertial spaces of belonging and attachment, are interconnected and influenced by
factors such as media messages, real estate market dynamics, state immigration
policies, and the global economy (2001). Duyvendak identifies predictability, safety,
and familiarty as the three essential elements for feeling at home (Morley, 2001, as
cited in Duyvendak, 2011). According to Blokland (2003), plaaking entails
creating a sense of home, attachment, and belonging, intricately linked to the social
‘production of plae' through actions and social relations by space users. Moreover,
the appropriation of space can foster a sense of belonging (Blokland, 2003). Thus,
experiencing a connection to a place involves a feeling of belonging, which, in turn,
generates valuable seurces for promoting health and wie#ing. Migrant place
making is recognized as a means for migrants to establish and assert a collective
identity among host populations, particularly when facing discrimination.
Additionally, placemaking among migrardommunities is viewed as a mechanism

to affirm the validity and aspirations of a new society."

Environmental psychologists conceptualize 'place attachment' as a positive, place
bound affection through which individuals maintain closeness to a specifie. plac

Consequently, home represents an inclusive and distinctive space characterized by
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strong social, psychological, and emotional connections. For urban refugees, feeling
at home is essential to overcoming the traumatic disconnection caused by spatial
ruptue, adapting to new lives, and strengthening urban bonds (Hidalgo &
Hernandez, 2001; Duyvendak, 2011; Blokland, 2003).

The term 'spatial’ encompasses not only the built environment, locations, and
morphologies in urban areas but also a complex systemafl&dge and skills
utilized by residents to navigate urban spaces and fulfill various life needs. Further,
conceptualizing migrant emplacement as 'being local' enables the exploration of
methods by which migrants use and manipulate spatial knowledgeature on
transnationalism and translocalism suggests that "being local” is increasingly
associated with being less "local." Translocal connections significantly influence
experiences at the local level, with practical urban knowledge being transmitted and
shared through these networks. The concept of translocality encourages moving
beyond binaries such as localism versus globalism, urging the examination of how
local issues can be integrated into the global context and made widely accessible
(Glick Schiller et al., 1992; Faist, 2010; Brickell & Datta, 2011). Through this
perspective, the connections of urban environments with the world are understood,
and the impacts of various networks on urban territories become apparent, especially
when recognizing thathe production of localities is intertwined with the

transnational processes facilitated by such networks of mobility.

Massey discusses the concept of 'localities’ by emphasizing their openness and
construction through connections to the outside rattiin through strict
demarcation. She challenges the common practice among geographers of drawing
clear boundaries, proposing instead a perspective that views localities as networks
of social relations, thereby making the delineation of clear boundariemjplex

endeavor.
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Massey posits that localities should be understood as having an internally coherent,
progressively molded structure over time, challenging traditional notions of
conservation or preservation. To fully grasp the nature of localities,&texlines

the significance of discussions about the future, which, though often condensed
geographically, play a crucial role in understanding the intricate dynamics and
complexities of localities (Massey, 1993). Further, she emphasizes the importance
of considering social relations and the flow of capital and ideas that connect local
points to other locations, highlighting the interconnected and dynamic nature of
places. Her approach to locality, closely linked to the concept of ‘emplacement,’
underscoreghe creation of a narrative of identification with a place based on

i ndividual experiences rooted in speci
the concept of emplacement challenge the traditional, static, and limited perspective
of locality, adwcating for an exploration of the diverse and dynamic ways

individuals connect with and experience places (Massey, 2012; Sommerville, n.d.).

Emphasizing the nenormative aspect of conceptualizing migrant emplacement as
'being local' is crucial. '‘Being lat is not necessarily related to lineage, shared
values, or broader social integration (Schinkel, 2013; Buhr, 2017). Migrants may be
considered ‘locals’ yet still encounter discrimination, feeling a sense of non
belonging or nonadentification with the pces or neighborhoods they inhabit. The
development of urban practices, utilization of urban spaces, and fulfillment of new
responsibilities associated with mobility are seen as fundamental, especially for

migrants who may initially lack spatial abilitiéBuhr, 2017; 2015).

The emplacement of migrants and their participation in urban areas concerns meeting
daily life needs, creating a sense of place and attachment, and making urban space
familiar. Assessing individuals' spatial practices and emplacememtd, a
understanding how spatiality and locality are produced through an approach focusing
on individuals' roles and values, is essential. Thus, treating immigrants and urban
refugees not merely as categories within international migration but as active
partidpants in the production of space can facilitate a more experiential examination

of migrants' everyday lives, localities, and emplacement.
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2.3.6 Sense of Belonging and Place Attachment

In the past four decades, exploring the connections between places ahdrsxie
centered around two key concepts: place attachment and sense of place. Tuan (1977)
alludes to the interrelation of these concepts, defining them as the accumulation of
memories and experiences within a location. Understanding one's neighborhood
involves recognizing significant elements where the built environment elucidates
social roles and relationships. Places exist on a spectrum, ranging from a favorite
armchair at one extreme to the entire earth at the other. Homeland, situated at a
medium scalerepresents a region substantial enough to sustain a community's
livelihood, and attachment to it is a widespread human emotion, varying in intensity
across cultures and historical periods (Tuan, 1977). Manzo (2005) asserts that our
experiences and memasishape the meaning of a place, emphasizing that it is not
merely the physical locations that hold significance but the "experianaace"

that generates meaning. Due to the profound impact of a sense of place and place
attachment on human experiendégre has been substantial interest in developing
various models to explore the dynamic relationship between people and places over
the years. The concept of a sense of place addresses the intricate interactions between

individuals and their environments.

There has been considerable attention and scholarly exploration focused on place
attachment and related concepts, including but not limited to the sense of place, place
identity, place dependence, home territory, and placemaking. Throughout numerous
yearsof investigation, place attachment has been recognized as a crucial process in
fostering a feeling of home, strengthening community bonds, assisting neighbors in
defining and safeguarding their spaces, and granting individuals authority, security,

and a sese of unity in both private and public environments. (Rinoux et. al.,2017).

Place attachment theorists, including Hidalgo and Hernandez (2001, 2010), Seamon
(2012, 2014), Jorgensen and Stedman (2001), and Scannell and Gifford (2010),
conceptualize 'placeds a spatial entity that encapsulates individuals' emotional

connections to their natural surroundings, their personal and communal engagements
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within a specific location, and the emotional significance attributed to a given spatial
context. This developent of emotional relationships with significant environments

is commonly referred to as 'place attachment.'

The methodological approach to studying place attachment has encountered
criticism due to a lack of consensus on terminology. Hidalgo and Herné2@k)
recognize this absence of agreement but offer a widely accepted definition of place
attachment as an 'affective bond or link between people and specific places.' This
definition underscores individuals' capacity and tendency to form emotional
attachments not only to others but also to their environment and surrounding places,
highlighting the fundamental nature of place attachment. Relph (1979) argues that
spaces acquire meaning when individuals, groups, or societies transform them into
places. Furtermore, he emphasizes that places play a significant role in fostering

social ties within urban communities.

Despite the focus on physical components in urban place production by planners and
designers, the dimensions of meaning and attachment are o#fidaqirately
addressed in the planning and decisioaking processes. The transformation of
space into the concept of place is deeply rooted in social bonds, feelings, and
emotions (Stedman, 2003). Various conceptualizations of place attachment have
been exfored, notably in the works of Low and Altman (1992), Jorgensen and
Stedman (2001), Scannell and Gifford (2011), and Seamon (2012). These studies
strive to comprehend the diverse attributes and experiences that shape relationships
between people and placasd to develop a comprehensive tool for analyzing
attachment levels of refugees in urban contexts. Altman and Low (1992) suggest that
place attachment represents an integrative concept that includes interconnected and
inseparable aspects of cognition, &ebr, and affect in the bonds between people
and places.

Jorgensen and Stedman (2001) argue that cognition, behavior, and affect are distinct
constructs responding to an external object, such as 'place.” They introduced the

Sense of Place (SOP) instrumem¢signed to measure the three dimensions of an
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attitudebased place attachment experience: place identity, place attachment, and

place dependence.

Conversely, Seamon (2012) embraced a phenomenological approach to deepen the
understanding of place attacant. In subsequent work, Seamon (2014) proposed a
triadic interpretation of place attachment, arguing that place should be examined
from three interconnected perspectives: the geographic ensemble (which includes
both natural and humamade elements of ague), peoplen-place (encompassing
individual and group actions, interactions, and meanings within a place), and genius
loci (reflecting the unique essence or spirit of a place). Seamon's methodology is
particularly apt for qualitative research, drawing @henomenological and
anthropological principles to explore thepth of humasplace connections.

Additionally, Scannell and Gifford (2010) introduced a thd@®ensional
framework to analyze place attachment experiences. This model utilizes concepts
suchas the place dimension (referring to both the inward and outward attachment to
a place), the process dimension (highlighting the psychological mechanisms of
attachment), and the person dimension (addressing both individual and collective
attachments to place) €ited inShalabi, 2017).

Previous studies on place attachment have emphasized the significance -of socio
demographic factors, such as duration of residence and property ownership, on
individuals' attachment to a place. Individuals who have reswledlocation for
extended periods generally develop a stronger attachment to it (Brown et al., 2003;
Fried, 2000; G°regenl i et al ., 201 4;
emotional bond with the physical environments where individuals live stadlesh
relationships, is deeply rooted in their social connections. Continuity within
community bonds is often essential for individuals; therefore, feelings of safety and
social relations emerge as the most critical social variables that influence their
attachment to the place (Fried, 2000). People feeling insecure in their living
environments and desiring control over their living space tend to exhibit lower levels

of place attachment (Lewicka, 2010; Brown et al., 2003). Conversely, clustering
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within aspecific place among the social group to which one belongs fosters a sense
of belonging. Furthermore, social ties, including positive neighborly relationships

and a greater number of friends in the neighborhood, strengthen place attachment

(Hopkins and Di® n 2006; G°regenli et al ., 201 4,;
2.3.7 Urban Challenges Faced by Newcomersn the Emplacement
Processes

In this section of the literature review, the challenges faced by newcomers in urban
spaces will be examined, specifically focusing amban poverty, spatial
concentratiorsegregation, and urban secwtityme. The rapid changes and
transformations induced by migration in urban settings are the focal points of our
discussion. Grasping the emplacement processes of forcibly displaceduativ
necessitates a deep dive into urban challenges such as integration difficulties and
segregation. A focus on these urban challenges is crucial for a holistic analysis and
assessment, especially within the broader context of the emplacement préaresses
those displaced by migration. This analysis aims to provide a comprehensive
framework for understanding the urban challenges newcomers face and for

evaluating their coping strategies.

Urban Poverty

Under the influence of globally adopted neolibepalicies and globalization,
societies have experienced significant changes politically, culturally, and socially,
with these changes notably pronounced in urban areas worldwide. Such
transformation has sharpened the focus on urban poverty. This proogsstbiine
forefront fundamental issues like "deepening income disparities” and "inequality.”
Moreover, economic conditions lead to iatmdban class stratification in
contemporary cities, reflected through "lifestyles," "demographic structures," and
‘cutur e (kan & K¢-¢k, 2018).
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Research on urban spaces reveals spatial stratification, closely linked to social
stratification within cities. This stratification affects the quality of living spaces for
different social classes, significantly impacting thaly life and opportunities of
individuals and social groups in these areas. The quality of workspaces and
residential areas, along with the inequalities in accessing these spaces, generates
conflicts and contradictions among urban residents. Consequertign life and
urbanization are recognized as highly complex and multifaceted prodessdsan

spaces, tension arising from urban inequalities and movements is prevalent in almost
all societies. However, the reasons for this prevalence vary from aonetysto

another (Erder, 2002).

Oscar Lewis's (1965) study on the "Culture of Poverty," one of the most renowned
works on the experience of poverty in urban spaces, posits that persistent poverty
and high unemployment foster the emergence of a cultut@nwimpoverished
neighborhoods, referred to as the "culture of poverty." According to Lewis, this
"culture of poverty" emerges in a society under specific conditions: abeassl
economy involving wage labor and income generation; a continuously high
unenployment rate alongside scarce employment opportunities; low wages; the
responsibility for addressing the failures of social, political, and economic systems
falling on individuals with low income, either through voluntarism or state
intervention; the extence of a bilateral kinship system; and the presence of a
dominant class that epitomizes values of welfare and wealth development, offering
the possibility of upward mobility to the upper class and the potential to overcome
deficiency and individual inferor i ty (as cited in ¢etin, 2

The lifestyle developed by impoverished individuals under such conditions is
adopted by those at the lowest seeamnomic levels, including the poorest workers,
peasant s, and fi el d [|bhadpopulatiors or immmgrants r K i y €
sustain their lives with low wages and often reside in "gecekondu" areas, which have
become synonymous with poverty. During the initial phases of urbanization, people

settling in gecekondu sections of cities relied on solgaretworks to secure
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informal employment in the labor market. They were able to capitalize on the rents

generated by the shifting positions of gecekondu areas within the urban landscape,

thereby managing to cope with poverty and, in some instances, @&ieueawealth.

By the early 1970s, approximately four million people, or a quarter of the urban

popul ati on, |l ived in gecekondus (K-duygu, S
1990s onwards, the characteristiche of wurban
foundational elements of informal mechanisms diminished in effectiveness (Romano

and Penpeciojl u, 2009). Access to informal
became significantly restricted. The rapid transformation of urban areas led to the

prohibition of gecekondu construction in urban centers, pushing settlement to

peripheral or vacated areas within city cen

Niray (2005) addresses the issue of poverty in the context of violence and human

rights, with a specific focus on thleconomic dimension of human rights. Niray

argues that the economic aspect of human rights is critically relevant to the

phenomena of poverty and violence, as factors related to the economic sphere

directly or indirectly influence the level of human righits every country. The

transition to an industrial society, marred by certain inadequacies, leads to distorted

urbanization and a host of problems, including the emergence of gecekondus due to

housing needs, unemployment, poverty, anomie, and violencee Tisgues are

interlinked, forming a chain of causation. Poverty, arising from income inequality,

fosters societal i mbal ances that <can escal a

feelings of exclusion into violent acts.

Niray posits that a fundamentalerequisite for living a humane life is the ability to
work and earn an adequate income. The rights to work and earn a living are
considered basic social rights of an individual. The extent to which these rights are
enjoyed by individuals hinges on a ctty's economic condition. In societies with
constrained financial resources, employment opportunities are limited, and
unemployment becomes a prominent issue. The impoverished, unable to secure

employment and earn the necessary income for their needdsaigrecluded from
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accessing essential services such as education and health. Those deprived of human
rights and marginalized by society may develop feelings of resentment and hatred,

potentially leading to violent actions that threaten social ordeayNR005).

Migration serves as a significant factor in urban segregation. The swift changes
brought about by migtion result in integration difficulties within urban
environments due to soegronomic and cultural barriers. Typically, migrants'
efforts b secure employment and housing are concentrated in the hope of finding
work within the informal economy. However, under the influence of neoliberal
policies adopted by contemporary societies, the circumstances faced by migrants
deteriorate further. Thistsation gives rise to challenges such as unemployment and
housing shortages, thereby exacerbating urban poverty.

Spatial Segregation

Since 1980, the adoption of neoliberal policies worldwide has precipitated profound
changes in the social, cultural, ammblitical landscapes of societies. These
transformations have been especially pronounced in urban areas. Accompanying the
metamorphosis of urban spaces, "spatial segregation" has emerged as a critical issue
for urban residents. This phenomenon is exammoédnly through the conventional
uppermiddle-lower class paradigms within urban societies and the widening income
gaps but also in the context of traditional dichotomies such as class or race (e.g.,
capitatlabor, whiteblack), and other dimensions ofcgl inequality (Soja, 2002, p.

299). The segregation seen in urban class structures, fueled by escalating income
disparities, correlates with individuals' positions within the production system and
the allocation of resources among social groups. Thenaei in consumption
patterns manifests as an urban challenge, moving beyond the historical narrative that
depicted a perpetual divide between the ‘rich' and 'poor' from the dominant class's
viewpoint. Marcuse (1997, p. 27) asserts that what was histgricathed as an
everlasting disparity between the 'rich' and 'poor' is now articulated as differences in

consumption levels, thus accentuating urban problems. Furthermore, Marcuse (2005,
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pp. 2022) characterizes social segregation as a process instrumethilcreation

and perpetuation of ghettos, categorizing it along racial and economic lines.

The concept of social exclusion lies at the heart of social segregation, characterized

by the exclusion of one group by another, manifesting in both spatiascaal

economic forms. Marcuse expands on social segregation in urban contexts by

exploring cultural differences, economic structures, and labor status, introducing a
spatial perspective to the analysis. He invi
sodally constructed, rather than having a static, immutable role. This perspective is
further il lustrated by Marcusebs reference
relationships are naturally connected with spatial relationships,” highlighting that

while this connection frequently occurs, it is not inevitable. Marcuse argues for a

reciprocal rather than unilateral influence: social relationships shape spatial
configurations, but the convefsepace influencing social relationshpdoes not

always hold. Dscrepancies between space usage and the underlying social
relationships often lead to conflicts over the principles governing both domains.

Echoing the ecological theory of the Chicago School, Pendall (2005, p. 176)
examines the influence of populationndgy on social segregation in American
cities, finding that both a fixed timeframe and increasing population density over
time aggravate incorleased social segregation. Economic surplus transforms
unskilled labor into social marginality, with urban pdyeand ethnic exclusion
delineating zones of structural violence and spatial differentiation. These areas,
inhabited by marginalized groups, become stigmatized as problematic, evolving into
sites of urban decay. Duncan and Lieberson (1959) note a sighificerelation
between ethnic groups and the extent of social and spatial segregation, underscoring
that poverty and marginalization are particularly acute in areas predominantly
inhabited by minority groups (as cited in B
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In summary, the production and reproduction of urban space are intricately linked to

the social, cultural, and economic frameworks within a society. Consequently, a deep
understanding of urban environments is pivotal for grasping both the commonalities

and vaiances among societies. Spatial segregation in urban areas is structurally
influenced by <c¢class and ethnicity. I n ¢
cultural diversity and international migrations, the multifaceted nature of urban
spaces becomes evidefilass and ethnicity emerge as crucial determinants in the
phenomena of spatial segregation, influencing the creation and continuous shaping

of urban spaces. This segregation is notably evident in the establishment of
neighborhoods characterized by specdlass and ethnic markers, as well as by

political interventionsNeoliberal policies enacted by the state not only perpetuate

social inequalities but also engage in the delineation of ethhoral distinctions.
Numerous citi es ihorhobds thlthaveearidereflorn processes e i g h
of social exclusion, with immigrant communities often residing in these areas. Social
exclusion, defined as being wholly or partly ostracized from the social, economic,
political, or cultural systems that facilitags individual's integration into society
(Gezgin, 2016: 73), plays a critical rol
Titiz, 2023).

Spatial Concentration

Spatial concentration is a key aspect of urban existence, leading to diverse forms of
clustering, including ghettos, gated communities, and ethnic enclaves. However,
distinguishing between these clusters in terms of public angbulolic orders often
presents ambiguity. A potential differentiation lies between what societal norms
deem accepble and what falls outside these bounds. Marcuse (2005) argues that
opposition to spatial segregation, which is based on a hierarchical structure
(influenced by status, wealth, and migration) and lacks voluntariness, should be
considered a public ordessue. Conversely, clusters formed through voluntary
association by individuals may not necessarily be viewed as contested spaces. The

phenomenon of spatial concentration, despite being termed differently, is a central
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theme in urban sociology research. STterest dates back to the early studies of
ethnic immigrant communities in Chicago's ghettos, marking the genesis of urban
sociology in the early twentieth century, and extends to current research on
immigrant groups in specific urban areas (Erman, 2002

Social sciences have developed various terminologies to describe urban areas outside

the formal settlement zones, often referred to as the "other side" of the city. Although

terms like slums, ghettos, enclaves, and suburbs are sometimes used
interchangably, distinctions among these categories have been emphasized by
numerous soci al scientists (Karpat, 1976;
200 2; tetin, 2010) . This thesis examines
focusing on the concepts of gtost and enclaves as identified in the literature review

and previous research.

The term "ghetto” originated from the Jewish quarter in Venice, historically referring
to distinct Jewish quarters in cities (Clark, 1965:11; Erder, 2006:3). Marcuse
elaborateson the "ghetto" as a spatial phenomenon, delineated and isolated by
dominant forces, where lowetass individuals, often characterized by racial, ethnic,

or foreign identity, are marginalized and perceived as secondary (Marcuse, 2005:17).
He critiques spi#al segregation that stems from involuntary hierarchical struéures
rooted in status, wealth, and migraoarguing it should be addressed as a public

order concern.

Erder expands on the term "ghetto" as a spatial narrative that encapsulates various
socid, economic, political, and cultural processes, illustrating how "different ways
of life" translate into "different life chances." This perspective underscores the
interplay between social dynamics and spatial manifestations as outcomes of

migration (Erder 2006:11). Echoing the term "gecekondu," "ghetto" denotes an
intersection of social and spatial elements. Its social sciences definition, credited to
American sociologist Louis Wirth in 1928, highlighted the unique lifestyles and
institutions within tradional Jewish "ghettos,” as well as the pronounced

discrimination faced by their inhabitants. The Chicago School posited "ghetto" as a
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transitional phase for various ethnic groups, leading to the identification of Irish,
German, and other ethnic ghettog#Ph, 2005).

Erder notes that while discrimination and class stratification are ubiquitous in
societies, for an area to be designated as a "ghetto,” discrimination must be
particularly severe and overt. Ghettos are characterized not just by poverty but by
distinct lifestyles and institutional frameworks that set them apart (Erder, 2006).

Enclave; as defined by Marcuse (2005), refers to areas where individuals cluster
based on ethnic, religious, or another form of subjective identity with the intention

of preserving and advancing the economic, social, political, and -cultural
developments of a specific population group. Abrahamson observes that the term
was originally applied to spaces inhabited by racial or ethnic minorities who formed
economically selsufficient communities. Over time, however, the concept of the
enclave has expanded to encompass spaces occupied by individuals sharing common
traits related to prosperity, lifestyle, or both, in addition to racial or ethnic

characteristics.

Two prevailing assmptions characterize the study of enclaves: 1) Traditionally,
enclaves are understood as distinct spaces within a city. 2) Research highlights that
enclaves function as commercially sslffficient areas, a trait that notably

differentiates them fromghetts ( Abr ahamson, 1996 as cite:i

The migration of forcibly displaced individuals to new countries can present
challenges in adapting to unfamiliar environments, severed from their cultural
connections and routines. Factors such as sharett etfeh cultural identities and
common origins are influential in their spatial clustering. With the establishment of
sociology as a discipline, extensive research has focused on the phenomenon of
space, leading to the recognition of space as a distinecdisaipline within

sociology.

Given that spatialconcentrationand segregation are longstanding sociological

phenomena, it is evident that these patterns persist in various forms, particularly in
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major urban centers today. Segregation represents a multifaceted and delicate issue.
To mitigate segregation or ghettoizat, it is essential to thoroughly examine the
lifestyles and relationships of refugees within their current settlements, and to devise
strategies aimed at preventing such divisions. The surveillance of spatial clustering
and segregation by relevant auilies is vital for enhancing social ties between
refugees and the local community. The consequences of the spatial clustering and
segregation of immigrant or refugee groups vary, significantly impacting social
integration and the potential for social exsan.

The debate on spatial segregation often revolves around whether the preferences of
refugees or the exclusionary practices of the host community play a more significant
role. Moreover, as group cohesion is reinforced through spatial segregation, new
clusters emerge within the refugee community, distinguished by differences in
ethnicity, religion, culture, and economic status. Ghettoization, intrinsically linked
to spatial clustering and segregation, poses a significant threat to the social
integrationof urban refugees. Defined as the institutionalized settlement of a specific
group within a society, ghettoization results from the spatial concentration of urban
refugees in a distinct area, leading to homogeneity and detachment from the local
populace. he association of these groups with their living space and the
management of their pla@etivity relationships within this context exacerbates
ghettoization and segregation. Thus, portraying spatial clustering as a benign
phenomenon overlooks its impligats for spatial segregation. Ghettoization and
segregation represent two facets of spatial clustering: while ghettoization may
facilitate spatial continuity for refugees within their area, it concurrently restricts

their societal interactions, culminatimgsegregation (Canatan, 2011).

Urban Security and Crime

Historically, cities have been perceived as hotbeds for criminal activity, a notion
attributed to the weak social control inherent in areas characterized by dense

populations and diverse structardn the 21st century, security has emerged as a
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critical issue within urban settings, primarily due to the facilitation of crime in these
densely populated areas. As a result, discussions about urban development
increasingly incorporate the concept ofwety, with the establishment of a secure

city being regarded as a hallmark of development and civilization.

By the late 20th century, security concerns had ascended to the forefront of urban
challenges. A myriad of factors contributes to the securitgseape in cities,
encompassing rapid population growth, haphazard urbanization, unregulated
migration, poverty, inadequate education, the pervasive fear of crime, terrorism, and
shortcomings in both preventative measures and security infrastructure (Kaypak
2016; Karasu, 2012; Aksoy, 2007).

The process of migration brings together diverse cultures, significantly impacting
social connections and urban security. Shelter and security have been essential needs
for individuals since ancient times, a necessiit thersists today. According to
Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs, security is a primary concern immediately following
physiological needs, underscoring its vital role (Maslow, 1943). The interaction
between humans and space is intrinsic; thus, the objectiisdbgpace creation

have evolved over time, reflecting varying historical periods and circumstances. As
individuals construct their identities within their living environments, they engage

with space by assigning meaning to it and establishing connedti@®8 r e genl i ,
2010).

Residing in a secure city is not only a necessity but also recognized as a fundamental
right for urban residents, as enshrined in the "Urban Rights" within the European
Urban Charter of 1992. This acknowledgment underscores the craleathat a

sense of safety plays in enabling city dwellers to lead productive lives, thrive, and
enjoy a high quality of life. In contrast, individuals plagued by continual concerns
for their safety experience negative psychological and behavioral impdetssely
affecting both their immediate surroundings and the wider community. This research
particularly focuses on the Syrian population, whose process of settlement

underscores the paramount importance of security and the sense of safety. Despite
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overa decade since their arrival i n T¢grkiye,
urban life, integration within the city, and establishment of stable connections with

their new environment remain variable due to diverse factors.

For migrants unable to forgeable ties with their urban settings, detachment, failed

integration, or experiences of repeated displacement can lead to societal withdrawal.

Spatial segregation and social exclusion emerge as significant threats to urban

security, as disconnection frosocial and spatial contexts fosters feelings of
insecurity or potenti al for criminal activi
areas associated with a heightened fear of crime, including neighborhoods in need of
transformation and derelict buildja. The relationship between the fear of crime and

the physical environment is bidirectional; spaces perceived as conducive to crime

lead to their abandonment by concerned residents, thereby rendering them more

susceptible to criminal el ements (Ata-, 200

Sellin's pioneering study on the relationship between migration and crime revealed

that immigrants generally had lower crime rates compared to native city residents,

but their children showed a higher propensity for criminal behavior than their local

comt erparts (Sellin, 1931 as cited in Topl al
relationship remains sparse. Some studies indicate that crime rates among locals and

i mmi grants are comparable (Delice & Yakar,
correlation between migration and crime (Karasu, 2018). The enforcement of

societal normd ranging from religious principles and customs to laws and

etiquett® is vital for maintaining order. The weakening or violation of these norms

can lead to lawlessness,etkby increasing the potential for criminal behavior

(Topl alak-¢e, 2019) .

Migration introduces various societal challenges. Failing to address these challenges
and allowing problems to escalate can predispose both migrants and locals to engage
in criminal ativities due to these societal shifts. Syrians, compelled to flee their
homeland, embark on a journey into unfamiliar territory, grappling with challenges

that include adapting to new cultures and lifestyles, all while managing the impacts
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on their psychlmgical weltbeing. However, it is a misconception to blanketly
associate migration, or the presence of immigrants/refugees, with increased crime
and insecurity. The link between migration and crime often stems from the
adaptation challenges encounteredtmoigration. Identifying and addressing these
challenges is essential for preventing conflicts and ensuring a peaceful coexistence

between Syrians and the Turkish population, fostering a secure societal environment.

2.4  The Importance of Rights-Based Approadiesin Emplacement Process

The doctoral thesis places significant emphasis on exploring the emplacement
processes of Syrians through rigbsed approaches, given the persistent
challenges of inequalities, exclusion, poverty, social injustice, and spatial
segregation in urban spaces, perpetuated by various economic, social, and spatial
dynamics. A rightdased approach integrates the norms, principles, standards, and
objectives of the international human rights framework into development planning
and proceses, advocating for the incorporation of human rights principles across
different sectors to foster inclusivity, accountability, and active participation
(Winrow et & . 2012). At at ahiglight ttenadustikexiented a k ( 2 0
rightsbasedapproach treats human rights as a universal and indivisible entity,
essential for meeting the needs of all individuals. However, they also note the
importance of recognizing that needs can differ based on personal and cultural
distinctions, urging a conté&xalized application of the rightsased approach within

varied so@l and cultural settings

Within this framework, thelissertatiorwill thoroughly and inclusively examine the
empla@ment processes of Syrians. It will reinterpret rigidsed approaches
through the lens of spatial practices, delving into themes such as the right to the city,
spatial justice, human rights within urban contexts, and urban rights. Furthermore,
the thesis will explore the interconnections among these concepts, aimingiti prov

a comprehensive understanding of the complexities surrounding the emplacement of

Syrians in urban environments.
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2.4.1 The Theory of fAThe Right To the

The spatial division and social polarization caused by migration in urban settings
underscore a human rights issue that transcends mere access to urban services and
participation rights. The literature review for this doctoral thesis, which addresses
challenges such as inequality, exclusion, marginalization, poverty, and social
injustice found in urban spaces and perpetuated by various economic, social, and
spatial dynamics, will initially focus on the rightbgsed approach to the right to the
city, particdarly regarding the processes of righssed emplacement and social
cohesion for Syrians. Theeoryof the right to the city, first introduced by French
sociologist and philosopher Henri Lefebvre (1968/1996) in his seminal 1968 work,
has been a source ifspiration across numerous academic disciplines. Lefebvre's
notion of the right to the city has become a crucial concept for scholars critically
analyzing urban issues, offering a sophisticated framework that aids in understanding
urbanization and urbdife within the capitalist context. Lefebvre described the right

to the city as

Cityo

Ali ke a cry and a demandd and 6can only
rig t

renewed ht O urban |ifeo

As articulated by Lefebvre in 1968, the right to the city embodids 'l@otry and a
demand,” encapsulating a range of privileges, including access to information,
utilization of services such as education, housing, and health, and the ability for
individuals to express their views on the spatial and temporal aspectsr afrbaai
activities. Marcuse (2009) further interprets this as "a cry out of necessity and a
demand for something more," representing the dual nature of urban residents' outcry
against the deprivation of basic human rights and their aspiration to reaize th
creative potential within urban environments. These individual demands are
foundational to envisioning a city where marginalized populations can fully actualize
their potential and aspirations, making Lefebvre's concept a comprehensive
framework for rghts within the urban context (Marcuse, 2012). Thus, the right to

the city is particularly pertinent in the discourse on contemporary urban conflicts and
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political struggles, notably regarding immigration and minority rights (Gilbert and
Di ke-, 2e8ténfs)tq the aleside for active citizen participation in decision
making processes (Mitchell, 2014; Castro Seixas, 2021).

Purcell (2002) identifies two core principles underpinning Lefebvre's right to the
city: the right to participate and the right to appropriation. This entails
empowering citizens to play a pivotal role in decismaking processes that
influence the production of urban space, ensuring their control over these decisions.
The right to appropriation enables citizens to claim and shajpé sgaces to meet

their needs, advocating for their full utilization in daily life. Consequently, urban
space production decisions should prioritize use value over exchange value,
challenging the commodification of urban space and the capitalist mode of
production that governs property rights and social relations. Lefebvre's emphasis on
use value over exchange value seeks to contest capitalist dominance in everyday life
and the concept of private property. While the practical implementation of the right
tothe city may seem utopian within the prevailing capitalist framework, it is essential
to recognize it as both a theoretical construct and a viable approach for
transformative urban change. Lefebvre envisioned the right to the city not as an end
goal but asa catalyst for radical urban transformation. Additionally, Purcell
underscores the importance of maintaining diversity within unity in this context
(Purcell, 2003).

Henri Lefebvre describes the right to the city as encompassing a broad spectrum of
rights "a superior form of rights: right to freedom, to individualization in
socialization, to habitat, and to inhabit" (Lefebvre, 1968/1996, p. 173). He highlights
the right of urban dwellers to have a say in the temporal and spatial aspects of their
activities within the city. Lefebvre (1996) asserts the significance of the city center
as a critical space for exercising these rights, advocating for the right to access and
utilize central urban spaces as opposed to being marginalized in ghettos for workers,

immigrants, and the 'marginal.' He views the traditional city as a hub of social and
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political life, welfare, knowledge, and art, likening it to a collective work of art, or
"oeuvre." Lefebvre critiques the transformation of cities into hubs of industry and
commerce, where the pursuit of exchange value supplants the intrinsic values of
urban life, commodifying urban qualities. This shift, he argues, leads to the erosion
of the city's "oeuvre" as the genuine use values of cities are overshadowed by
exchange vales, resulting in the degradation of their unique character (Brown,
2010).The right to the city, as framed by Henri Lefebvre (1968, 1996) and further
developed by David Harvey (2008, 2012), transcends mere individual access to
urban resources, embodyingcallective entitlement to transform the city and

influence the course of urbanization. Harvey eloquently articulates this concept:

AThe right to the city is, therefore, fa
to the resources that the city embodiess i right to change ourselves by

changing the city more after our heart's desire. It is, moreover, a collective

rather than an individual right since changing the city inevitably depends

upon the exercise of a collective power over the processes ofizatiam

(Harvey, 2008, p. 23).0

David Harvey conceptualizes the right to the city as a colleatirsto transform
andreshape both our lives and the urban environment in alignment with our desires.
However, this raises critical questions about whoseeeare prioritized and which
city's transformation is envisioned. The abstract and relative nature of this definition
presents challenges in achieving fairness and inclusivity within the urban context,
historically a site of conflict, discord, and whifarvey describes as "creative
destruction." Harvey underscores the multifaceted role of rights as mechanisms for
organizing, contesting, and adjudicating power, which often leads to conflicts among
these functions. Viewing the right to the city as a ctilecright necessitates a
critical understanding of urban structural inequalities and engages in social struggles
to appropriate and reclaim urban spaces. This encompasses efforts to secure specific
rights such as housing, mobility, citizenship, particgggaturban nature, and rest and
leisure, focusing on territorial justice. Despite acknowledging the difficulties in
achieving justice as defined by those in power, Harvey advocates for the pursuit of

utopian ideals and "justice fictions" that motivate actions (Harvey, 2003).
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In his contribution "Whose Right to What City?" (2012) to the volume "Cities for
People, Not for Profit,” Peter Marcuse reexamines the right to the city as both a
straightforward, compelling slogan and a theoretically intricata sgating concept.

He seeks to reinterpret what Lefebvre (1968) identified as the "cry" and "demand”
by differentiaing them as distinct concept&the demand is of those who are
excluded, the aspiration is of those who are alienated; the cry is for tedaiat
necessities of life, the aspiration is for a broader right to what is necessary beyond

the material to lead a satisfying life."

In addressing the question "Whose Right?" Peter Marcuse clarifies that the cry for
the right to the city predominantly emates from the most marginalized, underpaid,
and insecure segments of the working class, rather than from the gentry, the
intelligentsia, or capitalists. The call for the right to the city is voiced by those who
are directly oppressed, with the aspiratmiginating from those feeling alienated.
Marcuse underscores that the sources of dissatisfaction for both groups stem from
organic and fundamental human needs, encompassing demand and longing,
deprivation, and discontent. He points out that@andarises from those ineed,

those directly oppressed, and individuals whose basic deadsh as shelter, food,
freedom from incarceration, and freedom from gender, religious, and racial
persecutio are unmet. Consequently, seHttled Syrian urban refugeean be
viewed as individuals deprived of both basic material and existing legal rights, fitting

Marcuse's conceptual framework.

Regarding the question "What Right?" Marcuse enumerates essential rights
including access to clean water, clean air, housiegent sanitation, mobility,
education, healthcare, and democratic participation in deasaking
fundamental components of a decent life. However, he posits that this enumeration
alone falls short. Marcuse argues that the demand for the right toytmepresents

a broad and inclusive call for social justice that transcends mere individual justice,
encapsulating it within a larger framework. He further asserts that the right to the

city is not merely an entitlement to specific resources or services laumoral
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demand grounded in fundamental justice principles, advocating for holistic integrity

rather than focusing on isolated aspects of urban life (Marcuse, 2012).

In addressing "Which City?Marcuse, drawing ohefebvre's insights, posits that

the cemand extends beyond the right to the existing city and towards the right to a
future city. This envisioned city might diverge from traditional urban constructs,
representing instead a space within an urban society that embodies a broader set of
values anaspirations. According to Marcuse (2012), the foundational principles of
such a city would encompass justice, equity, democracy, beauty, accessibility,
community, public space, environmental quality, and the support for the full
development of human potiads or capabilities. It would aim to meet everyone's
needs according to their abilities, recognize human differences, and prioritize

sustainability and diversity.

The scope of the right to the city transcends the mere fulfillment of basic needs like
clean air, water, housing, and education, or the provision of infrastructure and
transportation, or even opportunities for democratic participation in local
governancelnstead, Marcuse articulates the right to the city as a call for an urban
existence that enables the full realization of urban life's potential, grounded in a
higher moral framework that champions democratic participation and existence
(Marcuse, 2012). M@&over, while detailing these principles is seen as having limited
immediate utility, Marcuse echoes Lefebvre's caution that "the form such a city may
take in the future cannot be detailed from now on," advocatin@afoityfor people,

not profin( Yea d,e2020) .

The concept of the "right to the city" represents a critical discourse within urban
theory literature, challenging neoliberal and capitalist urban policies. This concept
emerges as a pivotal framework advocating for a more humane urban intaginati

prioritizing use value over exchange value, and critically assessing urban

environments in terms of their change
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2020). It underscores the importance of democratic and participatory approaches to
urban planmg and development, offering a counterrrative to the prevailing urban
order.The right to the city plays a significant role in fostering a systeposing
beyond the existing urban order. The demand for the right to the city transforms into
a shared dgre to change the existing city and assert rights over the city. It has gained
attention in urban studies, emphasizing the democratic and participatory

reorganization of urban spaces (Carroll et al., 2018).

The "right to the city" concept emerges as lyirag cry for radical thinkers and
activists aiming to achieve spatial and social justice in urban settings. This notion,
deeply rooted in Marxist and radical ideologies, transcends the boundaries of
individual rights safeguarded by legislation, advogafor a deeper understanding

and engagement in the struggle for collective rights and justice. Concurrently, there
exists a reformist perspective that frames the right to the city within the context of
urban rights, striving to embed these principles istwial life through legal
frameworks and binding documents (Bat maz
This approach seeks to make the concept more tangible and actionable within the
constraints of existing social structur8sholars such as Purcell (20@23d Marcuse
(2012) have melded radical and democratic interpretations of urban rights, proposing
a nuanced perspective that bridges theoretical divides. Marcuse, in particular,
extends the right to the city beyond mere propediytss to encompass dematic
participation and social justice within urban environments (2012). Therefore, while
this dissertatioracknowledges both the radical, acdipitalist underpinnings of the

right to the city and the more pragmatic, reformist vision of urban rights, it
predominantly aligns with Marcuse's viewpoint. This stance highlights the
importance of collective productiaf spaceandadvocating fothe right to the city

as a means to address urban deprivation and demands. It underscores the necessity
for democratic prticipaton and the realization of soegpatialjustice for all urban
residents, positioning these principles at the heart of the thesis's theoretical

foundation.
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2.4.2 The Relationship Between Spatial Justice and The Right to The
City

The concept of spatialigtice is complex, touching upon the equitable distribution of
resources, opportunities, and the right to actively participate in shaping and
producing the city. This notion extends beyond mere resource allocation to include
the spatial dimensions of jusi and injustice, firmly rooting itself in the broader
framework of social justice. Spatial justice advocates for the fair allocation of urban
resources among all community members, achieved through ensuring equal
opportunities for resource utilization. dddresses social injustice by aiming to
diminish economic disparities and resource scarcity, advocating for the involvement
of all stakeholders in urban development processes, regardless of thei socio
economic backgrounds. Such inclusive participatiod dralogue between key
urban space managers and users strive to establish a balanced power dynamic,
fostering equal access to and use of urban resources (Philippopoulos &
Michalopoulos, 2011; Fendly, 2013; Toplaloglou, 2020\ccording to Soja, space

or spatiality:

Ais socially produced and, l i ke society
(concrete spatialities) and as a set of relations between individuals and
groups, an 6embodi menhsél And) M8dj am26f10so

In addition, Sojarejects the marginalization of space as a mere backdrop to social
life by social science. nktead, he introduces a socispatial dialectic that
acknowledges the mutually reinforcing and formative relationship between social
and spatial dimensions. This ppective emphasizes the interdependence and
reciprocal influence of societal and spatial factors. Furthermore, Soja's work delves
into analyzing the interaction between space and society and, crucially, seeks to
reveal the liberating potential within thiglationship. By adopting the concept of
spatial justicd applying principles of social justice within geographical settings
Soja argues that justice inherently exhibits a "consequential geography,” manifesting

itself within social spaces. Bridging Lefebigeight to the city with Harvey's focus
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on territorial justice, Soja synthesizes social and territorial aspects of justice to

articulate his understanding of the spatiality of justice.

According to Soja, spatial justice involves a deliberate focus orsphéal or
geographical dimensions of justice and injustice, emphasizing the fair and equitable
distribution of socially valued resources and the opportunities to utilize them within
space (Soja, 2010). This concept encompasses both the outcomes andebsepr
involved, incorporating the geographical arrangements or distributions that
inherently reflect justice or injustice, as well as the mechanisms that generate these
outcomes. Spatial justice, therefore, embodies a form of social justice that ensures
every individual has equal entitlements to access and utilize spatial resources to meet
their fundamental needs (Soja, 2010; Shalabi, 2017; Toplaloglou, 2020).

In the aforementioned discussion of spatial justice, David Ha(t8y3) has

developed threermciples in his wadk to assess territorial justice:

A i ) the needs of the population within each territory are met;

i) resources are allocated to maximize territorial multiplier effects; and

iii)  extra resources are allocated to help oweapecial difficulties
stemming from the physical and soci al

In evaluating this principle, Harvey argues that it is feasible to analyze and assess
the "discrepancy between necessities and actual allocations” within a specific
geographic reign (Harvey, 1973). The concept of needs is inherently relative and
can vary across different societies and temporal contexts based on prevailing social
norms. Harvey delineates nine elements in its characterization: "food; housing;
medical care; educatiprsocial and environmental services; consumer goods;
recreational opportunities; neighborhood amenities, and; transport facilities,” which
are interconnected and referred to as fundamental necessities and urban services or

amenities within the context dfis dissertation.
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It is crucial to recognize that spatial justice is not uniformly experienced by all
individuals within a city. Social and ethnic disparities can lead to varying degrees of
spatial inequality, affecting access to resources andheeilg (McLafferty et al.,
2011). In the pursuit of addressing spatial (in)justice and upholding the right to the
city, it is essential to consider the perspectives of marginalized urban communities.
These communities often lack access to economic and formal urban infrastructure,
further underscoring the need for inclusive urban development and governance
(Cahyani & Widaningsih, 2019). Furthermore, the right to the city and spatial justice
are linked to the struggle against social segregation and exclusion, as well as the
promotion of visibility and the right to the center of the city, particularly in the

context of refugees' experiences (Tsavdaroglou, 2020).

Spatial justice refers to the fair distribution of resources, opportunities, and services
within urban spaces. It encompassasious aspects such as the right to the city,
resistance against spatial injustice, and understanding the interplay between social
and spatial dimensions. Identifying power actors in social and political fields and
evaluating power relations and proceseé urban space production are integral to
understanding spatial justice. Therefore, the concept of spatial justice provides a
comprehensive framework for addressing urban inequality and promoting fairness
within urban environments. The right to the citiyd spatial justice are intricately
linked to the struggle against social segregation and exclusion, as well as the
promotion of visibility and the right to the center of the city, especially in the context

of refugees’ experi ewonwg220).( Di ke-, 2001;

In conclusion, the right to the city and spatial justice encompass issues of democratic
participation, inclusive urban planning, equitable distribution of resources, fair
access to urban services, and active production and appropriation ofpéagsas in

this dissertation. Addressing spatial justice and upholding the right to the city require
a holistic approach that considers the social, environmental, and economic
dimensions of urban life, as well as the diverse needs of urban dwellersijrigclud

Syrians andirban refugees.
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2.4.3 Human Rights in the City and Urban Rights

The foundation of urban rights is human rights. When examining urban rights, it is
pertinent to first discuss what human rights entail and their common characteristics.
Human rightsare rights to which every person is inherently entitled, without
discrimination. One of the most significant international legal documents concerning
people's movement across borders and the right to seek asylum is the Universal
Declaration of Human Rightadopted by the United Nations (UN) on December 10,
1948. This declaration comprises 30 articles, delineating the fundamental rights and

freedoms to which individuals are entitled (Yanar, 2019).

Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights gtdibat all individuals are

born free and equal in dignity and rights, and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood. The second article emphasizes that everyone is entitled to the
rights and freedoms set forth in the declaration, withoytdistinction. Article 14,

which states that everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy asylum from persecution
in other countries, directly pertains to refugees and holds great significance (UN,
1948). Broadly, human rights are categorized and discussetiree stages
concerning their characteristics and the process of their formation. This classification

includes 1st Generation Rights, 2nd Generation Rights, and 3rd Generation Rights:

1st Generation Rights,also known as classical rights, consist of fundamental
individual freedoms and political rights. These rights and freedoms are recognized
in the European Declaration of Human Rights, spanning from the third to thetwenty
first articles. They include thdght to life and freedom, prohibition of slavery,
prohibition of torture, the right to recognition as a person before the law, the right to
an effective remedy, the right to a fair trial, the right to privacy, freedom of
movement, the right to seek asylutime right to citizenship, the right to marry and

to family protection, the right to property, freedom of thought, conscience, and
religion, freedom of expression, the right to assembly and association, and the right

to participate j2000)publ i c affairs (Y¢cel

93



2nd Generation Rightsemerged in response to the limitations experienced in the

practical application of rights specified in social rights documents, propelled by the

struggle for equality. Examples of these rights include the right to sociaitgecu

the right to work; the right to fair income and to establish a union; the right to rest

and leisure; the right to education; the right to participate in cultural life; the right to

health, nutrition, and housing; and the right to strike and engagellective
bargaining (¥nder, 2008; Y¢cel, 2010; G°kpeée

3rd Generation Rights,known as solidarity rights, have emerged with the goal of
addressing the needs of everyone and act as a bridge between the first two
gener ati ons o f2015).i Theke rights (erie8npas<E thearight to peace;
the right to a healthy environment; the right of peoples tedsgtrmination; the

right to development; and the right of everyone to benefit from the common heritage
of humanity (Y¢ cdidarty righishiaitis theWWhequiremsnefors s
collective effort by society's individuals for their realization. Accordingly, these
rights must be achieved by all members of society and must be integrated into their
lives (Tekeli, 2011).

Tekeli (2011) obsrves that "Urban rights are still in the process of formation" and
posits that it is appropriate to categorize these rights among thestidgel rights,

which include environmental rights, the right to benefit from the common heritage
of humanity, and th right to live in an international peace environment. Urban
Rights are viewed as the tangible manifestation of human rights within urban spaces.
Essentially, these rights are entitlements of individuals by virtue of being human,
irrespective of their placof residence. The European Urban Charter defines Urban
Rights through 20 fundamental entitlements, encompassing security; a clean and
healthy environment; employment; housing; mobility; health; sports and leisure;
intercultural engagement; quality ar@atural and physical surroundings; functional
harmony; participation; economic development; sustainable development; access to
goods and services; natural wealth and resources; personal integritynumierpal
cooperation; financial structures and meuhms; and equality. These rights apply

to every urban dweller, including all marginalized groups (children, the elderly,
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disabled, refugees, etc.). It is vital to highlight that all these rights hold significance

for urbanrefugees as well (Tos, 2021).

Tekeli evaluates the content of Urban Rights by referencing the European Urban
Charter (1992) and states, "This charter does not provide a general definition for
urban rights. Looking at the rights included in the charter, these rights can be defined
as theredefinition of human rights in the urban context." He emphasizes the
relationship and differences between human rights and urban rights, expressing that
"Human rights are based on an abstract society formed by atomistic individuals.
However, urban rightaire more concrete because they are based on individuals
within the city. The implementation of human rights, when reflected in practice,
becomes tangible for urban dwellers through urban rights" (Tekeli, 2011, cited in
Yél derem, 2020) .

Urban rights can atsbe regarded as local rights, especially in the context of the
relationship between local governance and the city. These rights display local
characteristics within the frameworks of democratizatowalization tendencies,
participation, and local demamy. Simultaneously, they possess an international
character due to the dynamics of globalizadmealization and developments at the
supranational and transnational levels. The universality of human rights further
reinforces this international dimensidParlak notes that human rights emerge from
the layers depicted in figure 2.10, with local rights, and more specifically urban

rights, positioned at the center of these layers (Parlak, 2018).

Human Rights

[—)

. — Third Generation Rights

> Local Rights

> Urban Rights

Figure2.8. Urban rights within the Layers of Human Rigf®arlak, 2018p. 23)
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In the general understanding and practice of democracy, the fundamental rights and
freedoms encompassed by the first and segemeration rights coincide with the
fundamental rights and duties that ensure the participation of the local community
and indivduals within the framework of local democracy, which are part of the third
generation rights. Emerging in the spirit of solidarity, these rights include those that
both the urban space and the local population therein can collectively utilize. Urban
and Iacal rights also involve enhancing the quality and efficiency of local services,
creating economic, social, and cultural opportunities within local communities,
fostering a sense of community, and ensuring active citizen participation in local
governance. A with the right to the environment example (Tekeli, 2000), urban or
local rights are characterized similarly. Local governance, being the administrative
unit closest to citizens, plays a significant role in various ways to ensure the
effectiveness of sysins for the protection and enhancement of human rights (Parlak,
2018).

2.4.4 International and Regional Policy Papers on the Urban Rights

While there is no concrete and binding international text that explicitly delineates the
right to the city, its scope andipciples can be deduced from various international
meetings and agreements. These forums have significantly contributed to the
discourse on urban rights. A pivotal moment in this development was the 1972 UN
Conference on the Human Environment. This ewversrked the first global
discussion that intertwined the concepts of development, progress, and
environmental protection, igniting a worldwide conversation about the future in this
context. The Stockholm Declaration, emerging from the conference, arttcutate

its first principle that people have the right to live in a dignified environment.

Another noteworthy eventas the UN Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat

) in Vancouver, Canada, in 1976, which focused on fostering sustainable human
settlementand ensuring adequate housing for all. This conference set the stage for
subsequent meetings, Habitat Il (Istanbul, 1996) and Habitat 11l (Quito, 2016), held
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at twentyyear intervals. Notably, Habitat Ill underscored urbanization as a crucial
driver of gravth and a vehicle for social inclusion and equality, linking these ideas
to the right to the city. The 1990s marked a period when the concept of "sustainable
development,” introduced by the 1987 Brundtland Report, gained prominence
globally. Post2000, cofferences and summits have presented more specific

demands related to the right to the city

Since the early 1990s, documents pertaining to rights in the city or human rights
within the urban context have been developetl @iganized across various scales,
including global, international, regional, national, and local/urban levels. At the
World or Global Level, documents such as the World Charter for the Right to the
City (200%£20042005), the Global Chartgkgenda for Huma Rights in the City
UCLG (2011), and the UNHABITAT International Guidelines on Decentralization
and Access to Basic Services for All (20B009) have been established.
InternationalRegional Level Documents feature the European Urban Charter I
EuropearDeclaration of Urban Rights (1992), the European Charter for Women in
the City (1994), the European Charter for the Safeguarding of Human Rights in the
City (2000), and the European Urban Charter II: Manifesto for a New Urbanity
(2008). National Level Docuents include initiatives like the US "The Right to the
City Alliance,” The Statement of Principles (2007). At the Local/Urban Level,
documents such as the Montreal Charter for Rights and Responsibilities (2006) have
been articulated (Yélderem, 2020) .

The primary aim of the European Urban Charter |1 (1992) is to delineate methods,
practices, and policies applicable across virtually every country worldwide, deemed
necessary for achieving ideal urban governance to enhance the quality of life in
cities. It outines 20 basic urban rights and 13 fundamental principles as previously
mentioned (p.18). The fundamental principles introduced by the European Urban
Charter have undergone continuous reevaluation, leading to dynamic and constant
regulatory updates. One $udevelopment is the Amsterdam Pact, signed following
the EU Urban Agenda meetings in 2006. Another significant regulation concerning
urban rights is the Sustainable European Cities for the Leipzig Charter, dated 2007
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(Mutlu et al.). Given the evolving nate of urban challenges, updates to the 1992

European Urban Charter were inevitable, culminating in the adoption of European

Urban Charter Il in 2008. Urban Charter Il, with its focus on addressing
contemporary urban issues, was formulated by reviewingféite of cities and urban

rights since the issuance of the first Charter, reinforcing the essential role of urban

rights. Thus, the European Urban Charters | and IlI, signed in 1992, stand as
paramount regul ations regamadi-mng @OkRdn .ri ght

Thetheoryof the right to the city has been interpreted in various ways by different
movements and initiatives from its inception. Mayer, acknowledging this diversity,
categorizes the concept into two distinct forms: the existing right tatghéights)

and the right to the city as appropriation. According to Mayer, the existing right to
the city has evolved through the endeavors of organizations and political networks
at both local and global levels, aiming to forge a stronger institufionadation for
enacting the right to the city agenda. Despite earlier documents ostensibly validating
the right to the city concept through state and UN endorsements, the process has led
to the alteration and even dilution of the already contentiousingeand political

essence of the right to the city (Bah-eci,

In this context, the demands known as the existing right to the city, primarily seeking
official recognition, paradoxically risk becoming entrenched within the current
urban status qualiverging from Henri Lefebvre's transformative vision of the right

to the city. These demands, rather than aiming to overhaul the city's existing
structure, tend to address specific facets of neoliberal policies with targeted
solutions, such as combatingverty without challenging the systemic economic

policies that foster poverty and exclusion (Mayer, 2014).

These urban rights documents articulate the roles and responsibilities of local
governments, emphasizing the enhancement and propagation of hghtarmatithe
local level and proposing a human rights framework for addressing urban issues.

They encompass not only individual rights aligned with human rights principles and
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norms but also citizenship and group rights, with a primary focus on preventing
discrimination and human rights violations in urban areas. However, the
interpretation of the right to the city or urban rights within these documents adopts a
narrower, more liberal perspective, especially when contrasted with the radieal, anti
capitaliststance of Marxist theorists like Lefebvre. Lefebvre and similar thinkers
advocate for a comprehensive engagement with urban rights, emphasizing the

necessity of action and struggle beyond securing rights through legislation alone.

2.4.5 Urban Rights and the Municipal Provision of Urban Services

Lefebvre's Right to the City concept, as an alternative approach to addressing
contemporary urban challenges, proposes the development of individual and
collective rights in urban spaces and governance, reinterpreting rilgbss at the
policy level (Mayer, 2009). Urban rights, or human rights within the urban context
as outlined in various declarations, aim to adapt universal human rights to the

municipal and local government spheres (Sadri, 2013).

The text provides a nnaed examination of how the relationship between human
rights and urban space has evolved, particularly highlighting the development of
urban rights as distinct yet interconnected with broader human rights discourse.
Below is a refined version of your tettiat aims to enhance clarity, grammatical
precision, and coherence, all while preserving the original content's essence and

scholarly references.

The relationship between human rights and urban space has evolved significantly
since the 1950s, reflectingng dynamic nature of human rights discourse. This
evolution has led to the articulation of urban rights, particularly emphasizing the
right to access urban services. Tekeli (2015) and other scholars have explored urban
rights by drawing on Article 25 of éhUniversal Declaration of Human Rights (UN,
1948), which underscores the right to "a standard of living adequate for the health

and weltbeing of everyone." The central assertion of urban rights theory posits that
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the quest for human dignity begins withirban contexts. This theory suggests that

the abstract concept of human dignity, often highlighted in human rights discussions,
becomes tangible through the lens of access to urban services. Thus, urban rights are
viewed as an extension of human right®dicated on the belief that the quality of

life is spatially manifest.

The concept of access to urban sendces "collective consumption elemends”

plays a pivotal role in elucidating urban issues, particularly during periods of national
development. Thisoncept gained prominence in the work of critical urban theorists
like Manuel Castells, who emphasized the "reproduction of labor" and its influence
on the formulation of demands by urban social movements. Castells (1977) defined
"collective consumption'as the provision of neproductive goods and services,
covering essential urban services such as electricity, water, infrastructure, housing,
transportation, education, and health services. The framing of the right to access
urban services as a facet ofnian rights thus draws on the principles of collective
consumption, highlighting its critical role in addressing urban challenges and

ensuring a dignified standard of living for all urban dwellers (Kaymaz, 2021).

Urban services, essential for facilitatingban life and maintaining the urban
structure, have historically been the responsibility of urban administrations. In
Terkiye, the provision of wurban rights
services. Metropolitan municipalities manage urbanvises in major cities, while
municipalities and provincial special administrations are responsible for urban
management in nemetropolitan areas. Although there is no explicit legal
enumeration of urban services, the responsibilities outlined in thecidahLaw are
generally recognized as such. Consequently, municipalities, acting as service
providers, are deemed responsible for delivering urban services, which fall under the

broader category of public services (Martan, 2019).

Tekeli (2009) defines theindamental characteristic of public goods or services as
follows: "The basic characteristic of such goods is that once produced, they are

available for joint consumption by everyone. No consumer can be excluded from
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consuming these goods or services, thednclusion of each new consumer does not
increase the cost of the produced service, meaning the marginal cost of each

additional consumer is zero" (Tekeli, 2009).

Urban services, including infrastructure like roads, water supply, natural gas,
sewage, ad electricity, are integral to realizing the right to live in an urban
environment. These services are not only essential for an unpolluted, ecological
urban setting but also for providing necessary infrastructure. Furthermore, social
services, such as akh and education, contribute to the right to live in a safe city,
while employment services support the right to participate in economic development.
Cultural services enhance access to urban culture and opportunities, reinforcing the
notion that urbanesvices are a subset of public services. As such, the principles of
continuity, equality, impartiality, and being freécharge, which are central to

public services, equally apply to urban services (Martan, 2019).

2.4.6 Responsibility of Municipalities in Urban Refugees' Access to
Urban Rights and Urban Servicesn the Emplacement Process

The migration phenomenon, inherently linked to spatial division, invariably raises
human rights concerns. Immigrants and refugees settling in urban areas on their own
initiative often encounter numerous challenges such as inequality, exclusion,

poverty, and social injustice, exacerbated by economic, social, and spatial dynamics.

In recent decades, the role of local governments globally in advancing and
safeguarding human righhas become increasingly pronounced. Many have begun
to craft their own human rights and urban rights agendas tailored to address local
exigencies. As the world enters the urban age, with the majority of the global
population residing in cities and urbsettlements, the frameworks of human rights
and urban rights are recognized as pivotal in ensuring the inclusivity and accessibility
of the new opportunities urban environments offer. It is imperative for local

governments i n Tg¢r kbligagongunderantetatianal huenang e
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rights law and to actualize rightssed approaches in the daily lives of citizens,

fostering social cohesion and participatory democracy.

McDonald (2012) posits that cities serve as social and political arenas whets va
forms of citizenship are manifested. Consequently, local policies should cater to all
residents, indiscriminately, including naitizens and migrants, especially
concerning social rights and public services. Spencer (2018) observes that migration
management in T¢rkiye i s centralized, encom
foreigners' entry, statuses, and permissions but also extending to adaptation
processes and health service provision, under the centralized control of the
Directorate General of Mration Management within the Ministry of Interior. While
central government actions are vital for addressing basic needs, local initiatives play
a critical role in sustaining life and promoting coexistence and harnfdnthis

stage, active involvement oflocal governments is crucial in the migration
management process. The absence of local governments as administrative
stakeholders leads to numerous challenges, both overt and covert. The surge in
population due to migration significantly impacts local gmment operations,
affecting waste management, parking needs, potential social tensions, social services
and aid, housing, human resources, budget me
2019). While migration management falls primarily under the jigtsoh of the
Ministry of Interior and the Directorate General of Migration Management (DGMM)

at the national level, local governments play an indispensable role at the local level.
They interact directly with the local populace, migrants, refugees, arahSynder
temporary protection, making them key actors in the migration management
landscape. Specifically, local governments in cities experiencing significant influxes
of Syrians have taken on substantial responsibilities in migration management
( Aj] 204a9).

Il n T¢rkiye, the central government has trad
implementation of social policies. A significant shift occurred with the enactment of
Law No. 5216 on Metropolitan Municipalities in 2004 and Law No. 5393 on
Municipalities, which granted municipalities a greater role in social policy (Biehl,
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2012: 87). The involvement of local governments, particularly with regard to
Syrians, is il lTuminated by the "Compatr
Article 13 of Law Nb. 5393. This law's declaration that "everyone is a compatriot of

the locality where they reside" suggests that citizenship is not a prerequisite for
receiving municipal services, thereby enabling local governments to extend services

to refugees. Despitait inclusive stance, Law No. 5393 lacks explicit provisions for

foreign immigrants.

Moreover, Article 14 introduces ambiguity by stating that "Municipal services are
provided in the closest places and with the most appropriate methods to citizens,"
with specific accommodations for the disabled, elderly, disadvantaged, ard low
income individuals. This emphasis on "citizens" when addressing municipal service
provision introduces a potential discrepancy in the treatment ofcitiaans,
including refugees. Téh term’'s usage raises questions about the inclusivity of
municipal services for refugees, suggesting a legal inconsistency within the

framework concerning the provision of services to-nizens

The discussion around L awicatbos.forfpd®i@i®y i n T¢
services to nowitizens, particularly refugees, underscores the complexity and
variability in municipal responses to refugee needs. Additionally, it contrasts the
situation in T¢grkiye wit hlevelgpaenanceeaeds 1 n E
local authorities' responses to migrants. Below is a refined version of your text that

aims for clarity, grammatical accuracy, and coherence, while maintaining the

essence and scholarly references of the original content.

Ccamur ¢RO®47yes that Law No. 5393 in Tg¢r ki
servicing citizens, introducing "compatriotship” as the concept for extending
servicestonot i ti zens. Erdojan (2017) further
"compatriotship” law, whichostensibly facilitates services for naoitizens,

including refugees, can vary significantly, leaving a grey area regarding the explicit

responsibilities of municipalities. The ambiguity surrounding the principles under
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which municipalities are to addregfugee services results in varied accesshan
services for Syriasm acr oss di fferent muni cipalities i
influenced by several factors, including the administration's overarching policies, the

ruling party's periodic stancéudget allocations, voter base attitudes, the local

refugee population, and other considerations, leading to inconsistent municipal

policies (Martan, 2019).

In contrast, Europe's approach to managing migrant public service needs emphasizes

the importancef "multi-level governance" and highlights the potential for tension

between local authorities, primarily municipalities, and central governments.

Municipalities are recognized as pivotal stakeholders in managing migration crises,

with responsibilities tat include preventative measures, contributions to policy

making, and serving as intermediaries amidst various challenges. It is essential for
municipalities to anticipate and plan for potential tensions between local populations

and refugees while endeavo ng t o provide services (Dujan
Matan).The Foreigners and International Protection Fawnacted in 2014, under

the heading "Integtion™ in Article 96/1 states:

AThe Directorate Gener al may seek the s
public institutions and agenciedpcal governments, nongovernmental
organi sations, universities and internat

Therefore, especially in this new legal w&gion enacted with the Syrianmisis in
mind, public institutions and local geksnments have been separately considered.
However, under the Integration heading in Article 96/3 of the Foreigners and
International Protectiohaw (FIP), the provision states:

fiThe Directorate General shall promote the courses related to access to public
and private goods and services, access to education and economic activities,
social and cultural communications, and access to primary healthcare

15 For moredetaile information aboufthe Foreigners and International Protection |age
https://en.goc.gov.tr/lfigAccessde date: 19.05.2022)
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services and, awareness and information activities through distant learning
and similar means in cooperatioiith public institutions and agencies and
non-governmental organisationso

According to Daoudoy2015) despite local governments being considered legal
entities, they are not envisagedthe implementation parThus, even though local
governments, specifically municipalities, are implied by the term "public institutions
and agencies," there is an argument that they are not considered in the practical stages
(Kahraman et al., 2019). Article 104/2 of Law No. 64868 Foreigners and
International Protection states

fiThe Directorate General is authorised to ensure cooperation and
coordination with public institutions and agencies, universities, local
governments, negovernmental organisations, and private and htgonal
organisations in relation to its dutie®

¢camur (2017) points out t hat Law No. 6 -
Protection, pivotal for the | ives of Syri
responsibilities of local governmentstimis realm. The legislation fails to address

service provision directly, suggesting that local governments' roles are limited to
offering suggestions and contributions. This leaves the specific duties of
municipalities, as key local government units, umadsed, leading to legislative

ambiguity regarding their role in implementation.

The provision of access to rights for all, particularly for refugees who face significant
challenges, is a fundamental duty of local governments. Despite the expectation that
municipalities are responsible for delivering services, the variability in practice due
to regulatory uncertainties highlights the need for a more defined approach. Local
governments are crucial in implementing "rightssed approaches" to ensure

refugeesan access essential urban services and integrate seamlessly with city life.

Consequently, there is an urgent need for a thorough reassessment, clear articulation,

and enhancement of the roles and responsibilities of local governments in the domain
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of migration management through targeted legislative reform. This is not only
essential for removing existing ambiguities but also for establishing an equitable,

fair, and humasights-oriented governance structure for all city dwellers.

2.4.7 A Discussion on The Trasition from Urban Refugehood to

Urban Citizenship through Rights-Based Approaches

The right to the city is founded on the emphasis on unity, equitable distribution of
resources, and equality of rights in the context of urban change and redevelopment
processes. In this framework, the right to the city is understood as the spatial
manifestation of social planning and processes (Harvey, 2015). The prioritization of
the use value of urban spaces and life suggests that the city is in a continuous state
of reconstruction by its inhabitants. The agency afforded by the right to the city
extends beyond the confines of contemporary citizenship rights. Moreover, the right
to the city calls for a profound transformation of the citizenship contract (Lefebvre,
20031990). Lefebvre argues that although human rights have evolved through
social struggles over the past two centuries, citizenship rights have remained static
at a historical level (Lefebvre, 2003b/1990, pp. -248). This distinction is
instrumental in elcidating conflicts between internationally and legally recognized
human rights and the domestic laws of countries, as well as in highlighting the
challenges encountered in political rights struggles. Thus, Lefebvre posits that a
critical task is to promota radical concept of citizenship and to advocate for new
rights centered around this idea. The goal of advocating for the right to the city is to
champion and establish a radical form of citizenship that transcends the legal

confines of the natiostate¢ i t ed i n Demirbaxk, 2023).

In the article "Spaces of Urban Citizenship: Two European Examples from Milan
and Rotterdam," Angelucci explores the development of urban citizenship spaces in
these cities. The article underscores the construction of-pessLitizenship and
mechanisms for addressing social exclusion within urban settings. Key indicators of

urban citizenship, as highlighted by Angelucci, include the development of a unique
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sense of belonging, appropriation of space, and active participatitre inrban
context. These elements are pivotal in combating issues of marginality and social
exclusion, contributing to the creation of inclusive urban spaces that nurture a sense

of community among diverse populations (Angelucci, 2019).

Furthermore, Lambeér and Swerts (2019) state that urban citizenship's
implementation emerges not just through local government policies but also
informally via initiatives by civil society organizations and immigrant communities.
Claims for social inclusion by undocumentedgrants, urban refugees, and
mar ginalized groups are often seen as
& Gilbert, 2008; Lefebvre, 1996; Purcell, 2002, 2003). Purcell (2002, 2003) argues
that globalization has significantly eroded the centradit the natiorstate, yet
political membership structures have not adapted accordingly. This imbalance
positions cities as key sites for new citizenship claims, leading to the critical inquiry,
"Whose city is it?" (Sassen, 1996, p. 206; Marcuse, 2012.rigt to the city,
advocating inhabitance as a new criterion for political membership, promotes an
"urbarthegemonic vision of political membership” against traditional national
hegemony (Purcell, 2002). Thus, immigrants' struggles for citizenship ared/as

an assertion of their right to actively engage in urban life and access city resources
(Lambert and Swerts, 2019).

Historically rooted in Europe, urban citizenship has waned with the ascendancy of
nationstates, complicating the notion of citizensBeparate from national identity.
States delineate citizenship rights, duties, and eligibility, ensuring individual human
rights within the frameworks of international treaties and constitutional mandates.
National social protection and welfare systems @eemed effective in shielding
individuals from life's uncertainties and market economy risks. However, the
universality of minimum social protection faces threats from illiberal populism and
antrkmigrant sentiment, challenging international human righesms and the
principles of inclusive societies. By leveraging their democratic authority and

legitimacy, cities and local governments can represent a form of citizenship that
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integrates various political scafesocal, national, and internatiodain an era
marked by diversity and mobility (Wood, 2018).

Hintiens and Kurian (2019) assert that urban citizenship transcends the legal
framework, gaining acceptance among urban residents as encompassing the right to
basic needs for all city dwellers. This concet rghts in urban spaces is
significantly influenced by political organization, with Isin (2013, p. 22) noting that
mobilization often occurs not for abstract or universal ideals but for concrete

demands, particularly among urban migrants andnewmically disadvantaged

residents.
ACitizenship is enacted through not onl
economic and symbolic rights, responsi bi
2013, p. 19)

Isin's argument extends the concept of citizenship lbyisnlegal dimensions to
include cultural, social, economic, and symbolic rights, responsibilities, and
identifications. This broader perspective suggests that legal rights alone do not
confine urban citizenship. Instead, socially marginalized indivichftds focus their
efforts on specific demands related to urban citizenship attributes and services. Isin
(2013) underscores the collective importance of such actions in illuminating the
social and political lives of urban residents, irrespective of gtatus as migrants,
refugees, or legal citizens. Enacted citizenship, transcending legal dictates,
champions the notion that every urban inhabitant possesses the "right to rights,"
resonating with Arendt's (1973) philosophy (Hintjens & Kurian, 2019).

In"Kent Yurttakl éjé Temelinde G°- ve Kent Kon
underscores the importance of urban citizenship as a pivotal lens for examining and

resolving migration challenges amid rising global mobility. He proposes that

redefining urban tizenship can significantly facilitate the integration of immigrant

populations into urban settings. This redefinition pivots on recognizing the pragmatic

realities of urban living amid the transitory and uncertain aspects of migration, rather

than positiming urban citizenship in opposition to natistate citizenship. By
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including i mmigrants in the definition o
model that not only aligns with traditional approaches but also meets the demands of
modern urban socies. This perspective naturally leads to emphasizing
participatory democracy and the active engagement of all urban residents, including
immigrants, in the decisiemaking processes that shape their cities. Through this
approach, urban citizenship beconsdgramework for fostering inclusive urban
communities that are responsive to the needs and contributions of diverse
populations. The discourse on local experiences in daily life, particularly
independent of natiestate policies, has garnered significaritemtion both
academically and politically, shaping contemporary understandings of citizenship at

the local level. This thesis reevaluates the concept of urban citizenship, aligning with
kahin's (2021) perspecti ve tdireoppogitionban ci t
to nationstate citizenship. Instead, it proposes an understanding of urban citizenship

that emphasizes the capacity to live in the city, create personal spaces, uphold
diversity for collective livability, and engage actively amidst thendient and

undefined nature of migration, as underscored by Purcell (2013).

The situation of Syrians in T¢grkiye sinc
administered, largecale social programs in effectively addressing the social
integration,assimilation, and inclusion of immigrants at the local level. A shift
towards a | ocal perspective, possibly thr
local government legislation and interpreting it as a form of urban citizenship, could

offer a viablesolution. This approach, which regards urban inhabitants as citizens of

the city irrespective of formal citizenship status, recognizing them as bearers of

urban rights and responsibilities, is seen as essential for Syrians to live with dignity,
integrate mto urban life, achieve setéalization, and coexist peacefully with the

local populace. Proposing the expansion of urban citizenship to all city dwellers,
regardless of their duration of stay, emerges as a potential strategy to combat issues

like societd exclusion, marginalization, and urban conflicts triggered by mass

migration.
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2.5 A Proposed Modelfor Empirical Research

In the past two decades, issues of war, forced migration, and refugees have emerged
as prominent concerns on the global policy agend#h Wigration, globalization,
increased mobility, diversity, transnationality, heterogeneity, and urbanization
processes unfolding worldwide, more than 50% of the global refugee population now
resides in cities. Due to globalization, democratization, amthe@wed emphasis on

local values, local governments have become pivotal in crafting policies aimed at
fostering social harmony among diverse social groups, encompassing both local
residents and migrant populations. In the governance of migration and social
cohesion, local actors haygayeda more significant role than international and
national entities over the last decade. Syrians, drawn to urban areas by the promise
of employment, education, security, and a better quality of life, are often referred to
as 'urban refugees.'" Consequently, it has become the norm for the majority of
refugees worldwide to settle in urban environments rather than in ceghjiisg on

their own means

Migrants and efugees settling independently in urban areas encounter nwsmerou
challenges, including language barriers, issues related to legal status and rights,
social integration difficulties, employment, work permits, informal labor, housing,
security, and access to services such as health, education, and employment.
Discriminagion, exclusion, and urban conflicts exacerbate their situation. Although
many studies have examined the samtonomic and legal dimensions of refugee

life, particularly with regard to Syrian urban refugees, there is a significant gap in
research on theispatial practices and interactions with urban spaces during the
emplacement process. The concept of emplacement, initially introduced as the
"antithesis of displacement” in refugee studies, has gained traction in discussions on
integration. Scholars lik€uval-Davis (2006), Korac (2009), and Glick Schiller and
¢ajlar (2013) conceptualize empl acement as
actively participate in becoming citizens, fostering a sense of belonging, and

engaging in the transformation of spade® meaningful "places.” This concept
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presents an alternative to integration by focusing on the intersection between local
"place" and the "placenaking" strategies of individuals and groups with various

legal statuses, independent of natstate policis . Gl i ck Schill er and
emplacement as an individual's endeavor to settle and build networks within the
specific constraints and opportunities of a locality. Emplacement transcends mere
integration, representing the intertwined configuratiospEice and social relations

at a particular time. Unlike the concepts of "integration" or "assimilation,” which
often cast migrants as threats, emplacement emphasizes shared experiences among
those categorized as migrants or natives, fostering a senséaaanmaking.
Investigating emplacement strategies and understanding citizenship as a social
process sheds light on how individuals navigate citizenship in their daily lives,
especially at the local level, regardless of their citizenship status (Isin 2000,

2010). As urban diversity increases, recognizing 'botipimnclusion practices and
developing policies that encompass formal citizenship as well as various informal

‘acts of citizenship' becomes crucial.

The emplacement process entails a varietgasfnections, emerging interactions,

and networks of social relations that enable newcomers to settle into a new society,
create meaning, and develop attachments. The journey to becoming a member of a
new society is deeply linked to settlement experiencegedocal level and the space
creation by newcomers, rather than being governed by rstid& policies.
Although various disciplines have explored the challengeanrefugees encounter

in urban environments, there is a pressing need for medepthresearch on the
spatial context and peoppgace interactions, including spatial analysis.

This dissertation seeks to emime the emplacement process of seiftled Syrians

within local communities, with a particular focus on the interactions betwean urb
refugees, space, and place. Central to this investigation are the impacts of concepts
such as the production of space, sense of belonging, place attachment, everyday life,
and locality on the emplacement processes of Syrians. The study will explae thes
concepts and evaluate the relationship between Syrians as urban refugees and the
urban spaces they inhabit.
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Urban refugees'a n d mi ghoiaes tos éesidenéewhether in clustered
neighborhoods alongside urban poor populations or dispersed among thiéymajo
societyd exhibit varied, fragmented characteristics. Their sepatial experiences
differ across diverse urban contexts, significantly affecting their emplacement
process. The characteristics of place, space, locality, and neighborhood are pivotal

in shaping newcomers' emplacement and-eihg.

In the eraof globalization and increased mobility, the concept of "place" remains
significant amidst spatial diversity. Sebastien (2020) emphasizes the growing
importance of "place,"” defined as a physicaaaimbued with meaning through
individual, collective, or cultural processes (Tuan, 1975). This significance arises
from memories, symbols, and experiences associated with the location. Spatial
research, especially in human geography, aims to unravelytimmics among
people, place, and space, with contributions from scholars like David Harvey, Henri

Lefebvre, Yifu Tuan, Edward Relph, and Doreen Massey enriching the discourse.

Relph (1976)statesthat the essence of a place is rooted in unselfconscious
intentionality, serving as a crucial source of individual and cultural identity. Human
interactions with space imbue it with meaning through behaviors and activities
(Relph, 1976; Tuan, 1977). Since the 1970s, discussions in human geography have
increasinglyfocused on space and place. Lefebvre, in "The Production of Space,"
presents space as something that is perceived, conceived, and lived. David Harvey,
through a Marxist lens, underscores the paradox of globalization's reliance on a sense
of place connectk to history, culture, and landscape. Massey challenges the
distinction between space and place, viewing space as comprising "loose ends and
missing links." She conceptualizes places as moments within social relationships and
networks of understanding, ambating against the dichotomy of the universal and

the particular (Massey, 2008). Her relational approach underlines the dynamic and

interconnected nature of spatial phenomena.

Historically, geography has explored interactions across global, regiondgcahd

levels, recognizing the pivotal roles of space and place in understanding human
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behavior across different scales. Adopting Massey's perspective, this thesis
highlights the social construction of space and the dynamic, interconnected aspects
of spatid phenomena, moving beyond a strict separation between place and space.
Refugees engage in plangaking to create a sense of community in their host
environments, especially in the face of discrimination. Phaaking acts as a
mechanism for migrants totablish the legitimacy and objectives of a new group,
both physically and conceptually. This process can have both constructive and
destructive outcomes; while it supports immigrants in preserving their national
identity, it may also lead to racism, exdtus separation, and conflict (Castles and
Davidson, 2000; Gill, 2010). Environmental psychologists describe ‘place
attachment' as a positive, plaweund affection that nurtures social, psychological,
and emotional ties. For urban refugees, feeling atehisnessential for overcoming
traumatic disconnection, adapting to new lives, and reinforcing urban connections
(Hidalgo and Hernandez, 2001; Duyvendak, 2011; Blokland, 2003).

In exploring everyday life, a critical reaction to deterministic perspectivesgam,

leading to a shift in sociological viewpoints. Lefebvre's urfmanused examination

and de Certeau's emphasis on power consumption in everyday practices further
enriched the understanding of daily life phenomena. The concept of emplacement
through @eryday life practices, as described by Certau (1984), offers a less abstract
and more experimental perspectiieorced migration disrupts everyday life,
prompting dramatic changes and losses. Understanding the migrant's emplacement
process involves examirg perceptions, feelings, and meanings in urban spaces. The
term 'spatial' encompasses built environments and the complex knowledge used by
residents to navigate urban spaces. 'Being local' is associated with being less ‘local,’
and translocal connectiongcreasingly influence local experiences. Urban
knowledge is transmitted and shared through translocal channels, challenging local
vs. global binariesMassey challenges the traditional boundaries of ‘localities,’
viewing them as open constructs shaped doynnections rather than strict
demarcation. She emphasizes localities as networks of social relations, highlighting

their dynamic and interconnected nature. The concept of "emplacement” stresses the
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need to explore diverse and dynamic ways individualsecrwith and experience
places, challenging traditional static perspectiv€onceptualizing migrant
emplacement as 'being local' is roormative and unrelated to lineage or shared
values. Migrants may face discrimination despite being considered ,locals
emphasizing the importance of urban practices, spatial abilities, and fulfilling new
responsibilities. Treating migrants as active contributors to the production of space
facilitates an experiential examination of their everyday lives, localities, and

emplacement.

In the current context, marked by rising migration and consequent increases in
societal and spatial inequalities, there has been a significant surge in scientific
research, particularly within the fields of urban planning, sociology, and public
administration. This increase in research attention is directed towards vulnerable and
disadvantaged groups who face complex forms of exclusion and segregation.
Through the exploration of themes such as the Right to the City, Spatial Justice,
Human Rights Human Rights in the City, and Urban Rights, this thesis aims to
assess the impact of space on the emplacement processes of urban refugees within
these rightdased frameworks. The objective is to uncover the influence of space
and place in shaping themeriences and rights of urban refugees, thereby offering
critical insights for the development of more inclusive and equitable urban

environments.

According to Lefebvre (1979), the right to the city promotes radical change and
transformation, acknowledgése true owners of the city as its residéntgho live

in and utilize i® and regards city dwellers as active participants in urban processes.
It also assesses the value of the city in terms of its use value. While realizing the right
to the city poses chalhges, it lays the philosophical groundwork for an ideal city
and social structure. With its roots in an as#pitalist perspective, the right to the

city seeks to guide urbanization processes towards prioritizing use value. The right
to the city is pivadl in addressing the relationship between urbanization and the
production of surplus value. Viewing it as a transformed and renewed right to urban

living, its realization is achievable through social organization aimed at challenging
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consumptiororiented uban life.Marcuse(2014)contends that the right to the city

unites the urgent demands of those deprived of legal rights and the desires of the
alienated. However, he emphasizes that the right to the city is not for those who
already have these rights lfat the deprived and those in need. The right to the city
necessitates the construction of a just urban space that encompasses various societal
segments within cities. In this space, freedoms can be guaranteed, a platform for
participation and negotiatiozan be provided, and poverty and social exclusion can

be minimized.

The right to the city is instrumental in addressing the issue of who controls the crucial
link between urbanization, the production of surplus value, and its utilization
(Harvey, 2013). Vewed as the right to a transformed and rejuvenated urban
existence, the realization of the right to the city is achievable through urban social
organization that eschews the standardization and consumerism of everyday urban
life (Lefebvre, 1979). Marcusklentifies the pressing needs of those lacking legal
rights and essential resources as the "demand" within the right to the city framework,
while the yearning of those alienated, discontent with their current existence,
represents the "desire" for a fututleat unlocks the development and creative
potential of life. Thus, the right to the city is not universally applicable, as some
individuals already enjoy these rights. Consequently, the right to the city transcends
mere material exploitation, intertwinindpe demands of the oppressed with the
desires of the alienated (Marcuse, 2014665 It mandates the establishment of an
inclusive urban spacedhaddresses the needs and demanfichll city inhabitants,
encompassing women, men, children, the eldeybyth, disabled individuals,

precarious workers, capital owners, immigrants, refugees, and others.

The concept of spatial justice is multifaceted, concentrating on the equitable
distribution of resources and opportunities, as well as the right to shapebtre
environment. Grounded in principles of social justice, it champions fair allocation of
resources and opportunities to mitigate economic disparities and resource scarcity.
Spatial justice promotes the involvement of all stakeholders, regardlessi@f so

economic standing, encouraging dialogue among those managing and using urban
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spaces. David Harvey's exploration of territorial justice underscores the importance
of satisfying population needs, optimizing the impact of resource distribution, and
tackling specific challenges within a territory. Soja, drawing on Lefebvre's work,
underlines the dynamic interplay between space and society, positioning spatial
justice as a deliberate focus on the spatial dimensions of justice to ensure equitable

access to vaed resources.

From a Marxist and antiapitalist perspective, the right to the city calls for an
understanding and engagement that extends beyond the individual rights prescribed
by law. While the right to the city provides a philosophical groundwork, an
alternative approach frames urban rights in a reformist manner to enhance their
practicality within societal contexts, identifying them as citizen rights. This strategy
aims to universalize citizen rights through legally binding documents and
regulations.Thus, the dissertation's conceptual framework is informed by both the
radical, anticapitalist notion of the right to the city and the reformist, pragmatic
concept of urban rights.

Urban rights are fundamentally linked to human rights, which are universal

entitlements without discrimination. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

established by the United Nations in 1948, delineates essential rights and freedoms.

Human rights are differentiated into 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Generation Rights, with urban

rights categorized as solidarity rights within the third stage. Local governments and

actors bear significant responsibilities in ensuring access to rights for all groups,

including urban refugees, to promote their safe living in cities and equal participation

in urban |ife aspects. I n T¢grkiye, there r
principles for local governments in addressing refugee issues, resulting in variable

treatment of Syrians under temporary protection across different municipalities.

The rightto the city, founded on principles of unitigir distribution of resources,
and equality of rights, acts as a spatial manifestation of social planning and processes
(Harvey, 2015). This concept transcends traditional citizenship rights, advocating for

a profound transformation of the citizenship contract (Lefebvre, 1990). Angelucci

116



(2019) delves into urban citizenship spaces, highlighting the importance of a unique
sense of belonging, appropriation, and active participation as essential elements for
counering social exclusion in urban environments. The implementation of urban
citizenship surpasses the scope of local government policies to include initiatives by
civil society and immigrant communities (Lambert and Swerts, 2019). Efforts for
social inclusio by marginalized groups are often interpreted as expressions of the
"right to the city' (Dike- & Gilbert,
the era of globalization, cities emerge as battlegrounds for new claims to citizenship,
challenging tle dominance of the natiestate (Purcell, 2002). The struggle for urban
citizenship underscores the right to actively engage in urban life and utilize city

resources (Lambert and Swerts, 2019).

Urban citizenship, initially rooted in European histofgicesthe challenge of
dissociating from nationhood as the rise of naitates has traditionally defined
citizenship. However, in the context of increasing diversity and mobility, cities have
the potential to redefine citizenship (Wood, 2018). Urban citizprstcompasses
more than legal rights, including cultural, social, spatial, economic, and symbolic
dimensions. Practical efforts towards citizenship often concentrate on specific

demands related to urban characteristics and services (Isin, 2013).

Building on the key literature explored in this chapter, a model has been developed
and proposed for assessing the needs of urban residents through aBaggts
Approach," utilizing Maslow's hierarchy of needs (Figure 2.11). Maslow's work on
human motivation, wich prioritizes goal achievement and need fulfillment, has
been effectively employed to address the welfare concerns of diverse groups,
including those affected by homelessness or forced migration. The application of
Maslow's hierarchy of needs (1948) asaaalytical tool for social and spatial justice

at an individual level offers a valuable starting point. This framework, akin to its
other interpretive applications, can be extended beyond individuals to encompass
households, communities, or specific ggeysuch as urban refugees), making it a
crucial foundational tool for understanding and evaluating the settlement process of

urban refugees through a rigtitased approaels
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THEORETICAL BACKGROUND ABOUT MIGRATION AND SELF-SETTLED SYRIANS
Migration Theories, Types and Causes
Turkiye and Mass Migration
Mass Migration of Syrians to Turkiye
Foreigners and International Protection Law (LFIP) & Temporary Protection Regulation
Projects Targeting Syrians under Temporary Protection Status in Tlrkiye
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Figure2.9. TheoreticalFramework of the Dissertation

The primary objective of emphasizing the concept of inclusive urban citizenship and
proposing the hierarchy of inclusive urban citizenship in this dissertation is to
enhanceemgacementprocesses. This is achieved through firevention of
discrimination based on space, space utilization, and spatial experiences. The aim is
to promote the participation of migrants in urban life, encourage their use of urban
spaces, ensure their recognition in local political spheres, and canlsacial
cohesionandinclusionby guaranteeing equal access to urban rigiMsugh the

everyday life experiencesdependent of legal status.
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ATTACHMENT Exclusion & Discrimination

BASIC NEEDS

Figure2.10. Hierarchy ofinclusiveUrban Citizen8Needs irDetail (Model
Designed by Athor)

According to the hierarchy of urban citizens nedls,assumption is investigated

that as the interactions between Syrians and the urban space increase, there is an
upward progression in the developed Inclusive UrGaizen Needs Hierarchy.
Furthermore, it is assumed that as one ascends in the hierarchy, the estabbhmen
places by Syriansemplacementand inclusiveness also imprové&herefore, it
examinesmeeting the basic needsyeryday life practices, peoppace/space
interactions, use of urban space, levels of access to urban services, production and
appropriation of space and active paticipation based on the inclusive urban citizens
hierarchy of needs developed within the theoretical framewdikerefore, t is

aimed for the researdtandles this assumption and analytreposition of Syrians
accordingtaned i ng t he ur b atdiffereit Hierachecal vels.n e e s d

Additionally, policies developed by local actors, especially municipalities, for

Syrians, and the services they provide will be analyzed within the framework of the
hierarchy. Finally, themigration andmobility patterns of Syrians, particularly the
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impact of some recently accelerated projects on the emplacement processes of
Syrians, Wil be amal yzed according to the hierarchy c

needs
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CHAPTER 3

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

TheThe methodology for the research conducted on Syrians who were compelled to

mi grate from Syria t chavdsgeiisleityd edlue nt d hteh &
district of Ankara is detailed in this chapter. The research design is based on a
theoretical framework depicted in Figure 2.9. Following the methodology's
explanation, comprehensive information about the field reseasels & provided.

The chapter initiates with an overview of the research approach and framework. It
proceeds to discuss the sources of data and the processes of data collection, then
elaborates on the characteristics of the population and sample, thengamgtinod,

and the sample size. Given the challenges encountered during data collection, a
section dedicated to limitations is included at the chapter's conclusion.

3.1  Emprical Framework of the Dissertation

Syrians, as urban refugees, encounter a myriatiafenges while settling in urban

areas independently. These challenges include language barriers, issues related to
legal status and rights, social cohesion, finding suitable employment, work permits,
informal labor, housing, security, and difficulti@s accessing services such as
health, education, and employment, along with exclusion, discrimination, urban
conflict, and marginalization. This study views migration and resettlement as "a
long-term process that can envelop the migrant's remaining tifaffect subsequent
generations,” as Castles and Miller (2008:29) articulate. Therefore, the focus is on
understanding the emplacement processes of migrants in the target region,
particularly their tendencies towards social cohesion and cohabitationhdsis t

aims to identify key factors that can foster coexistence between existing residents
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and newcomers in the migration destination, contributing to the development of more

livable, just, and equitable cities and lives for all involved.

Research acrosskious disciplines frequently addresses forced migration and urban
refugees, with many studies concentrating on the economic, political, or socio
cultural challenges faced by Syrians, their basic needs, and legal and political
concerns. However, these segloften neglect the spatial relationships established
by refugees, particularly focusing on Syrians. The literature linking social cohesion
or integratiorwith urban planninglisciplinehas not adequately explored how social
cohesion anémplacement intgate with the city and urbapaces.

Therefore, studies related to foreign migrationTiq, r kgenemlly attempt to
understand the nature of migration, with little emphasis on the spatial experiences of
migrants and their relationships with this sociéftiie transformation of the space

where all these transnational practices are reflected and reproduced is academically

underexplored (¢akeérer ¥zservet, 2015).

relationships are depicted. The spatial characterisificdhe destination, the
opportunities it creates, or the barriers it poses are not adequately emphasized or
considered as a fundamental variable in the adaptation processes of midranes.

is a noticeable lack of idepth research on spatial practiGesd emplacement
processesm urban contextTherefore, within the scope of the thesis, the goal is to
address this gap by comprehensively analyzingtinglacement and social cohesion
processes of Syrians, emphasizing spasmatial practices, spatial pk and
relationships established with space.

In this context, rightdased approaches regarding the urban context, implemented at
the local level and involving all local actors (se#fttled Syrians, local governments,
NGOs, and local communities), playsignificant role in ensuring that Syrians, as
urban refugees and one of the most disadvantaged groups, benefit from urban
services and opportunies. This approach aims to facilitate equal living conditions and

uphold human dignity without segregating zaims. The thesis research area is

Spa

focused on the Alténdaj Di strict of Ankar a
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resides. The research aims to involve all local actors by condusuinvgy and
interviews with introverted Syrian communitiesncentratedn the region through
surveys and senstructured interviewdn addition, The casarea being an urban
transformation zone, the analysis of its spatial plans and urban transformation

processes will be emplogieas a crucial research method.

Explanatory sequential mixed method

Qualitative Data
Quantitative Data Document Analysis
Questionnaire Observation
In-depth.lnterview

Self-Settled Syrians living Self-Settled Syrians &
in Altindag Local Actors

OUTCOMES
Micro-Meso-Macro

ASSESSMENT OF EMPLACEMENT PROCESS &

DISCUSIONS &
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Figure3.1. Emprical Framework (Authdis own contribution)
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3.2 Research Questions and Suluestions

This research aims to investigate Syrians' emplacemet processes in greater detail,
utilizing a localized rightdbased approacim terms ofhe rightto-the-city, spatial
justice and urban rigs framework.In the thesis, the assumption is investigated that
as the interactions between Syrians and the urban spacer spatial practices
increase, there is an upward progression in the developed Inclusive Urban Citizen
Needs Hierarchy. Furthermgitis assumad that as one ascends in the hierarchy, the
establishmenof places by Syriangmplacemenand inclusiveness also improve
Therefore, it examines evelgy life practices, peoplgpaceand placanteractions,

use of urban space, levels of access to uskavices, production and appropriation

of space and active paticipation based on the inclusive urban citizens hierarchy of
needs developed within the theoretical framewdrk.table below outlines the
methods used to address the research questions anfilespie chapters where
these questions are discussed:
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Table3.1 Research Questions, Methods, and Corresponding Chapters of Answers

MAIN RESEARCH QUESTION: What is the role of space and spapiactices in the

emplacement processes?

emplacement processof S8lifet t | ed Syri ans in Altén
Sub Research Questions Method Scale Chapters
SQ 1. How can the emplacemel Literature Review Local
processes of Syrians be analyzed? | & & Chapter 2
possible to propose a sequential mo| Document Analysis|  National &
of emplacementhat considers spatiz International
practices, rights, and needs?
Literature Local
1.1. How are Syrians positioad within Review Micro Chapter 5
the proposed sequential model base  Mixed Method | (Neighborhood)
on spatialfactors andpractices? Qualitative & Meso (District)
Quantitative Macro (City)
Literature Local
1. 2.How do Syrians' spatial practices Review Micro Chapter 4
vary at different scales? Mixed Method (Neighborhood)| Chapter 5
Qualitative & Meso (District)
Quantitative Macro City)
1.3. Which local actors/institutions ar Literature Local
actively involved in the emplaceme Review Micro Chapter 4
process and What is the role an¢ Mixed Method (Neighborhood)| Chapter 5
contribution of them concerning Qualitative & Meso (District),
Syrians' spatial dimensions ai Quantitative Macro City)
positioning within the proposed mode
Document Analysis| International&
SQ. 2. How do the migration and Mixed Method National & Chapter 4
mobility  patterns and location Quantitative- Local Chapter 5
preferences of Syrians affect tl Qualitative Micro
emplacement processes? Meso
Macro
Global &
2.1.How do themigration andnobility Mixed Method National & Chapter 4
patterns ofSyrians vary atdifferent Qualitative & Local Chapter 5
scales? Quantitative Micro
Meso
Macro
2.2.What factors and motivations affe Literature International&
the location preferences of Syrians Review National & Chapter 4
different scales? Mixed Method Local Chapter 5
Qualitative & Micro
Quantitative Meso
Macro
2.3. How do Spatial Projects such a Literature Local
ongoing urban ransformation anc Review Micro Chapter 4
Combating  Spatial Concentrati¢  Mixed Method (Neighborhood)| Chapter 5
projects affect Syrians' mobility Qualitative & Meso (District),
patterns, spatial practices, aj Quantitative Macro City)
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3.1 Research Methodology

In this research, anixedmethods approach has been utilized due to the subject's

multidimensional nature, aiming for a comprehensive ripltsed exploration

within the spatial and urban context, and addressing the lack of both quantitative and

gualitative data. This sectiowill detail the method employed in the research.

Qualitative

research facilitates an -depth understanding of participants’

perspectives, whereas quantitative analysis quantifies these perspectives. By its

nature, qualitative research focuses on emotioparceptual, and conceptual

responses, rather than on objective, measurable behaviors and attitudes, thereby

enriching quantitative research with "emotion" and "texture." While qualitative

research seeks to answer the "why" questions, quantitative ianelytypically

empl oyed

2008).

to

(b) Explanatory Design

Quantitative

Data Collection
Data Analysis
Results

—>

Mixing
Quantitative results
lead to need for
further clarification
or participant selection

addr ess

guestions of

Qualitative

Data Collection
Data Analysis
Rasults

Interpretation
Generally emphasis
on quantitative;
qualitative results
explain & elaborate

"how many"

Figure 3.2. ExplanatoryMixed Methods Desigr{Creswell & Plano Clark, 2007;
Plano Clark et. al2008 pp.1551).

As shown in Figure 3.2 above, the explanatory sequential mixed methods research

design begins with collecting and analyzing quantitative data to examine trends in a

research population or explorelationships between studied topics or concepts.

Subsequently, in the qualitative data collection and analysis phase, the goal is to

elucidate the quantitative resuttistained in the initial stag&his study will employ

an explanatory sequential mixed methods research dgsigawell & Plano Clark,

2007). In this type of approach, one set of data, the qualitative data in this case,

primarily serves a secondary, supportive role in the study based on quantitative data.
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It utilizes a twephase (sequential) approach, and quantitative and qualitative data

are used to address distinct research questions withguthey (Table 3.1

3.1 Data Collectionand Data Analysis

The data collection procedures consist of several interconnected steps: sampling,
gaining permission and recruiting participants, identifyitaga sources, recording

the data, and administering the data collection procedures. (Creswell & Plano Clark,
2018).Quantitative methods include a questionnaire conductedSyitians in the

Al t & n d a and Qualgative methods include observatdm-depth interviews
conducted with Syrians and local actors, document analysis (international, national
local regulations and policy papers and urban plans) both data collection
methods, interviews were conducted with the assistance of interpreftéost
surveys and interviews were conducted with an interpreter, a Syrian psychology
graduate with Temporary Protection Status fluent in Turkish as a native speaker. The
remaining part of the research was completed with the help of another Syrian
interpreer, a communication graduate with a good command of Turkish, also under
temporary protection status due to vi@duced migration. The proficiency of both
interpreters in the field, their positions as opinion leaders, and their vital
communication with thesampled population have been valuable assets to the
research. Furthermore, their backgrounds in psychology and communiaation
personal experiences as displaced people have significantly conttibthedsurvey

and interview process.

3.1.1 Quantitative Data Collection

In the first phase of the researe@hquestionnaire will be utilized as a quantitative
method, founded on empirical analysis. Following this rationale, survey research will
be conducted to comprehend the use of urban space;esmriomic charderistics,

the extent to which basic needs and expectations are met, place attachment, and
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accessibility to urban services by Syrians, in order to assess emplacement and the
social cohesion process in alignment with the urban citizenship needs hierarchy. |
August 2022, a pilot interview and survey were carried out in the field involving one
headman, a business owner, and five Syrians. Based on the shortcomings identified
in the pilot study, the survey form was revised, and the survey applications, serving
as the quantitative data collection method, were conducted from October 15, 2022,
to December 30, 2022.

3.1.2 Qualitative Data Collection

The qualitative data collection phase of the research utilized three primary

techniques: interviews, observations, and doent analysis.

Interviews involve research participants expressing their feelings and thoughts on a
specific topic. For this dissertation,-éepth interviews were carried out using a

semistructured interview format.

Observation is a technique for detdildescription of behavior occurring in any

setting or institution. For the credibility of the research, it is crucial that the

phenomenon under investigation is observed and recorded as neutrally and

i mpartially as possi bl e ( Yeeurind) éresé@armoh & ki mk e
permission, time was spent in the study area throughout the research duration, with
observations made in workplaces, restaurants, and parks. Moreover, during

fieldwork, active participation and observations took place in various agsi\atid

events organized by TUGODER, an associatiofiocmded and cehaired by Dr.

Wahiba Chaker, a distinguished Syrian Opinion Leader who provided assistance at

different stages of the research.

Document Analysis involves extracting data by examiningtew documents that
contain information on the phenomena and events relevant to the research topic
(vyelderém and ki mkek, 200 8: 188) . Upon veri

systematically analyzed documents such as reports, policy papers,oagulatan
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plans, research papers, books, archive files, video and audio recordings, and
photographs related to the research subject. Specifically, document analysis on urban
plans and urban transportation projects throughout the historical process, @fs pa

the qualitative research method, stands as one of the thesis's most valuable and

significant research methods.

3.1.3 Sampling SelectionMethod and SampleSize in Quantitative

Data

In the quantitative researglart of the dissertatigthe sample was defidas Syrian
residents over the age of 18 Iliving 1in
specifically in areas with high Syrian
Battalgazi. The initial plan was to employ the simple random sampling technique to

give every member of the population an equal chance of being selected, aiming to
minimize sampling bias and enhance the study's accuracy. However, due to changes

in political discourse, ongoing events, and heightened social tension, accessing
Syrian participarg became increasingly difficult, and securing willing participants

posed a significant challenge. Consequently, the research adopted both the snowball

sampling method and the simple random sampling technique.

The sample was drawn from the neighborhoods wie highest concentration of
Syrians, from an estimated population of 50,000. The sample size calculation was
based on the desired sampling error. According to the formula, a sampling error of
0.05 requires 96 surveys for a population of 50,000, araiglsg error of 0.10
necessitates 382 surveys. The quantitative research utilized -prepagred
guestionnaire form and was conducted with 185 Syrians from October 15 to
December 30, over a period of 2.5 months. Due to internal inconsistencies and some
paticipants residing outside the targeted neighborhoods, 15 surveys were deemed
ineligible for analysis. With a sample error range betweefl.86 and +/0.10, and

given the field research area's approximate Syrian population of 50,000, 170 surveys

were \alidated for the quantitative analysis. The research ensured that only one
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participant per household was surveyed, and gender representation among

participants was maintained equitably.

Table3.2 Distribution ofquestionnaire®yrians by the neighborhoods they reside in
and gendef

GENDER TOTAL Total The ratio
Female Male Syrian of Syrian
Population  Pop. to
Total Pop.
Ulubey 16 13 29 17.1% 5293 55,41 %
¥nder 22 10 32 18.8% 3301 66,85 %
8 Battalgazi 12 15 27 15.9% 6706 16,04 %
g Bakpéne7 5 12 7.1% 2838 12,83 %
Q Beki kke6 11 17 10% 1616 4,17 %
é Karapge¢r 10 10 20 11.8% 1794 2,09 %
S Al t endc4 3 7 41%  22.846 10,17 %
Other
Mamak 7 19 26 153% 6171 9,4 %
84 86 170 100% 48.961
TOTAL %49.4  %50.6
The research was carried out in the Alténdalj
surveys, it was noted that a portion of the
H¢seyingazi, Breighbahoods sityatecdwitlun tie Manrak district
and adjoining the Altéendaj district. These

sample, given their proximity to the research area. Participants maintained
connections to t he hekplacésmfcemployntentsandritiwvast t hr oug
assessed that their experiences with urban transformation and relocation could offer

valuable insights to pertinent sections of the study. The distribution of surveyed

Syrians by neighborhood is depicted in Figure 3.3.

16 population data in the table was created using 2019 DGlslist,Ministry of Interior dataand the
data obtained from Mukhtarséinterviews.
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Figure 3.3. Percentage Btribution of Surveyed Syrians by éighborhoods
(Prepeared by author)

3.14 Sampling SelectionMethod and Sample Size in Quatative Data

Qualitative research employs purposeful samplmgthods to deliberately select
individuals and locations that can provide the necessary information for
understanding the central phenomenon under study. Purposeful sampling, also
known as purposive sampling, involves the intentional selection or reentitoh
participants who have firsthand experience with the significant phenomenon or
primary concept being investigated. Researchers have access to various purposeful
sampling strategies, each tailored to serve a specific objective. The ideal sample size
is determined when data saturation is reached (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2018;
Mason, 2010).

In this study, qualitative sampling was conducted using the purposive sampling
method, with Syrian interviewees being selected from the quantitative data sample.
In-depth interviews were conducted with 15 selected participants until saturation was
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achieved. Additionally, irdepth inteviews were carried out with sevesther
Syrians who played active roles (such as doctors, opinion leaders, interpreters, etc.)
within the research area. This resulted in a total of 22 Syrian participants being
included in the qualitative phase of the study, as detailed in Table 3.3 below.

Table3.3 The List of SelfSettledSyrian and Turkishnterviewees Included in the

Research
Code SELF-SETTLED SYRIANS Gender Location Date
S1 WorkerFurniture Male Siteler 14.12.2022
S2 Homemaker Female Beki k ka 16.11.2022
S3 Tradesman Male Siteler 14.11.2022
S4 Tradesmasturniture Male Ulubey 14.11.2022
S5 TradesmasFurniture Female Bakpéna 15.12.2022
S6 Tradesmast-ood Male Ulubey 13.11.2022
S7 Lawyer-Furniture Worker Male Bakpeéna 13.11.2022
S8 Worker-Construction Male Battalgazi 8.12.2022
S9 Homemaker Female Battalgazi 8.12.2022
S10 Worker-Furniture Male Siteler 17.11.2022
Si11 Syrian married to a Turkish Female Battalgazi 15.11.2022
S12 Young Girl Female Ulubey 4.11.2022
S13 Homemaker Female Mamak 18.12.2022
S14 Worker-Furniture Male Siteler 17.11.2022
S15  Worker Wood Male Siteler 17.11.2022
S16 Interpretesimmigrant Health Center Female Bakp é&na 13122022
S17 Interpretesimmigrant Health Center Male Bakpeéna 13122022
S18 DoctorImmigrant Health Center Male Bakpeéena 13122022
S19 OpinionLeader Female Mamak 28.12.2022
S20 OpinionLeader Male ¥nder 6.01.2023
S21 University Student Representative Male Yenimahalle 11.01.2023
S22 OpinionLeadefTradesman Male Siteler 26.09.2023
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Table3.4 The List of Turkish Intenewees Included in the Research

Tur ki sh Citizens | i Gender Location Date
(T1)  Turkish Upholsterer with a Syrian Partner Female  Siteler 14.11.2022
(T2) Business Owner Employing Syrian Staff Male Ulubey 15.11.2022
(T3)  Turkish Married to Syrian Male Ulubey 15.11.2022
(T4)  Turkish Neighbor to a Syrian Female Bak peéena 13.11.2022

(T5)  Turkish Nurse Working at the Migrant Female Bakpéna 16.12.2022
Health Center

Table3.5 The List ofLocal Actorsinterviewees Included in the Research

Code Local Actors Interviewed Title Location Date

M1 Neighborhood Mukhtar of Mukhtar ¥nde 11.11.2022
¥nder N.

M2 Neighborhood Mukhtar of Mukhtar Ulubey 11.11.2022
Ulubey N.

M3 Neighborhood Mukhtar of Mukhtar and Assistant  Battalgazi  14.11.2022
Battalgazi N.

M4 Neighborhood Mukhtar of Mukhtar Bakpeé 15.11.2022
Bakpéenar N.

M5 Neighborhood Mukhtar of Mukhtar Beki k 15.11.2022
Beki kkaya N.

M6 Neighborhood Mukhtar of Mukhtar and His Kar p¢ 15.11.2022
Karape¢r - ek N. Assist.

N1 ¥nder Foundat i Association President ¥nde 11.11.2022

N2 Al t @éndaj Soci a Director Al t &én 10.11.2022
Solidarity Foundation

N3 IMDAD Education Director Battalgazi 2.12.2022

N4 ASAM-AIl Farah Center Manager Battalgazi  13.12.2022

N5 Al t @éndaj Publ i DeputyDirector ¥rne 22122022
Center

N6 Al emdaj] | mmi gr Social Worker Battalgazi  26.12.2022
Training Center

N7 TUGODER Assaociation Vice Mamak 27.12.2022

President

N8 Yasemen Vocational Training Association President Mamak 29.12.2022

Course
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Table 3.5 The List of Local Actors Internviewees Included in the Research
(Continued)

Code Local Actors Interviewed Title Location Date
L1 Ankara Metropolitan Municipality = Deputy Director
Women and Youth Center
Al t énd 10.11.2022
L2 Ankara Metropolitan Municipality ~ Social Worker
Women's Lounge Women and
Youth Center Al t énd 10.11.2022
L3 Ankara Metropolitan Municipality ~ Project Director
Directorate of Culture and Social 13.01.2022
Affairs ¢ukur a 21.12.2022
L4 Ankara Metropolitan Municipality =~ Manager
International Vocational Training 20.012022
Center UMEM Al t énd 15.01.2022
L5 Al t éndaj Mbiractoate | Director of
of Urban Planning and Cartography and
Development Planning Al t énd 13.12.2022
L6 Al t éndaj] Mbirectoate | Social Worker
of Social Aid Affairs Al t énd 22.12.2022
L7 Al t éndaj Mbirecioate | Coordinator of
of Culture and Social Affairs Women's Education 22.12.2022
and Culture Unit Al t énd 09.01.2023
L8 Turkish Union of Municipalities Coordinator of
Migration &
Integration Center  Online 3.01.2022
L9 Ankara City Council Migration Academician
Working Group Online 10.11.2022

As seen in the tablg.5 above, semstructured interviews were conducted with 23
local actors, including negovernmental organizations, neighborhood leaders, local
authorities, ad relevant municipal departments, as part of the qualitative phase of
the research.

In summary, the qualitative part of the research was completed by condunting se
structured interviews with 23yrians, 5 Turksand 23 local actors, totaling 50

interviewees.
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3.1.5 Quantitative Data Analysis

In the initial phase of the research, quantitative data analysis will be carried out,
involving the evaluation of survey results obtained from the questionnaire form and
the statistical analysis of the data usihg BPSS program. The data analysis will
primarily utilize descriptive statistics, which include measures such as frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The assessment and interpretation of the
guestionnaire results were conducted using theSSsbftware (Statistical Package

for the Social Sciences).

3.1.6 Qualitative Data Analysis

The qualitative data analysis process begins with the selection of the most
appropriate method for addressing the research questions. Audio recordings of the
interviews will be meticulously transcribed, with the aim of completing
transcriptions on the same day as the interviews. After concluding all interviews, the
raw data, including transcriptions and interview notes, will be compiled. The
researcher then has the optilm manually code the data directly onto typed
transcripts or to use specialized qualitative data analysis software programs such as
MAXQDA or NVivo.

Initially, the use of the Nvivo program for content analysis was contemplated.
However, after identifyinghe categories and subcategories, it was decided to code
the transcriptions manually, foregoing the use of software programs for this task.
Creswell and Plano Clark (2018) emphasize the importance of assigning code words
to specific segments of text andting broader themes alongside. This approach
allows for the grouping of these elements into broader dimensions or perspectives
and the establishment of connections, ultimately leading to the formulation of a more
comprehensive narrative or model. Similargrounded theory, these codes can be
linked to the theoretical framework of the study. The design of the survey and semi

structured irdepth interview questions was informed by a review of the literature
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and the theoretical framework, adhering to thean@ical levels of inclusive urban

citizenship. Questions also explored mobility patterns associated with the migration

phenomenon and the urban transformation process influenced by local dynamics in

the research area, i ncl ently theggcategoriesnands i n Al t ¢
subcategories were defined according to the purpose and questions of thenyesear

as illustrated in Figure 3delow.

Sub-Cateqgories

Experiencs

Expectations & Hopes

Challenges & Barriers
Satisfaction &Habituation
Fears and complaints
Urban Conflicts&
Security concerns
Community Spirit&

Individualization

Figure3.4. Coding of InDepth Interview Transcriptions

3.2 Field Notes and Limitationsof Research Process

During the initial phases of the thesis writing procas#ld visit was conducted in
November 2019, which also included the first pilot study. During this pilot study, it
was noted that both the neighborhood headman and the residents were cooperative
and displayed a friendly demeanor. Subsequently;oorae interviews with the

Syrian population were carried out, and despite the language barrier, these
interactions were conducted in the same cooperative and friendly atmosphere. At
that time, although no official permissions had been secured for the paiati@vts,
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there were no instances where law enforcement authorities stopped or inquired about

the purpose of the visits or related concerns.

However, a subsequent field visit for another pilot study in July 2022 revealed a stark
change in the neighborhootl mos pher e foll owing the inci
heightened social tension. The area was closely monitored by numerous security
teams and civilian police, significantly hindering the possibility of conducting pilot

studies in the field or engaging wiyrians without official permission. Civilian

police frequently stopped researchers, requesting a research permit. Although it was
apparent that strict security measures had been introduced to restore social peace and
prevent further conflicts pogtl t pndanci dent s, t hese me a s
significant pressure, anxiety, and fear among the Syrian community. During an
attempt to conduct a pilot application in the commerciaicriier known as "Little

Aleppo,” many Syrians were hesitant and reluctaqaiicipate in the interviews.

Hence, it became clear that conducting surveys or interviews with Syrians would be
challenging without a referral, even with research permission and the assistance of

an interpreter. A meeting with a project and aid orgaitimastablished by Syrians

was held to seek interpreter support. However, it was indicated that surveys could

only be conducted over the phone or by gathering Syrians in a center, with a fee of

150 TL per questionnaire requested. Given the potential tiontof the suggested

data collection method, the decision was made not to proceed with this collaboration.

The importance of conducting fateface and on®none surveys for the reliability

of data collection was a critical factor in this decision.

Sulsequently, and fortuitously, we encountered an opinion leader with strong ties to
the immigration administration and a deep familiarity with the case area. This
connection proved pivotal, as the opinion leader's assistance enabled us to finalize
the proces of acquiring a research permit just as the field research was on the verge
of cancellation. A significant portion of the questionnaires was conducted by visiting
homes and shops, with her providing interpretation. Her dedicated efforts and
support faciliated meetings with a diverse array of participants, including an

immigrant health center nurse, a communication graduate interpreter, a university
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representative, and a naturalized engineer, as well as women establishing a joint

workshop. This ensured dixsity and richness in the sample.

Moreover, this opinion leader, who is also the founder of an association, organized
various courses and events for Syrians and voluntarily offered support, guidance, and
information regarding legal procedures. She plagmadessential role in enabling
detailed participant observations by actively participating in various events, such as
a foreign food festival organized in collaboration with Ankara Social Sciences

University and breakfast events for Syrian university sttelen

The opinion leader played a crucial role in facilitating substantial contributions to
events organized in collaboration with Ankara Social Sciences University. These
events included the foreign cuisines food festival and breakfast gatherigysiéor
university students. Additionally, the opinion leader provided direct assistance by
conducting detailed participant observations during support services for legal
procedures, encompassing tasks such as identity and residence registration, issuance
of travel permits, and procurement of student certificates for Syriarsimmary,

the opinion leader was instrumental in ensuring the smooth execution of the research,
achieving a rich and diverse sample, and facilitating connections with other opinion

leaders.

Furthermore, upon request, the General Directorate of Migration Management
promptly provided provincial and distrit#vel population data. However, as of
January 2, 2023, efforts to obtain neighborhbaded population data in the

Al t € nd a and the fellbwup neeeting with the representative of the relevant
institution were not fruitful. A meeting with the institution, held ten months later to
inquire about the status of the petition, revealed that the petition had been forwarded
to another deartment for feedback, yet no response had been received up to that
point. Consequently, acquiring data from institutions, such as population data, has

posed a considerable challenge, representing a significant limitation in the research.

The subject ofSyrians has become particularly sensitive and requires careful

consideration, especially over the | ast
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in 2021, there has been an increasing public backlash against Syrians, complicating
data collection at bat institutional and central government levels compared to
previous years. Syrians, facing ethical, legal, and methodological challenges, tend to
avoid drawing attention from government officials and the local population. Political
sensitivities and concesnabout exposure often deter them from participating in
interviews, making the process of conducting interviews with this group extremely
difficult, bordering on impossible. ThepeAtl t éndaj at mosphere has
become more withdrawn and cautiphigsitant to engage with unfamiliar researchers
due to mistrust. Even with intermediaries or references, it has been noted that
responses may not accurately reflect their true thoughts, or inconsistencies arise
when trust issues remain unresolved. Consetly, the research progress and access

to the sample have been significantly slower than anticipated, rendering objective

interviews with Syrians without intermediaries or references nearly unfeasible.

Beforet he Al t @éndaj i nci deamtthe Direcobate&eneralofg per |
Migration Management was required to conduct the resedroh. necessary
documents and ethical committee approval were submitted through a formal request
to initiate this processHowever, after the incidents, due to heigktersecurity
measures, it becammequiredto officially inform the law enforcement forces in the

field about the research. To do so, in addition to obtaining permission from the
Directorate General of Migration Management, it became mandatory tocesd

from the district governorship through the provincial governor's office. This new
process included the district governorate's consultation with the Directorate General
of Migration Management and, if permission was granted, notifying the District
Securiy Directorate. As a result, obtaining the required permissions to start field
research has tripled or quadrupled in duration compared to academic studies
conducted before 2022. The incidents, the increasing societal tensions in the field,
security measuresand changing political discourse have mabi@ining permission

and commencing field research much more challenging andcom&iming than
academic studies conducted befa@22.Furthermorefor various reasonsuch as

security measuresndsocietal ad bureaucratic sensitivities, obtaining permissions
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may be further extended, as seen in this reseawtitionally, despite obtaining

ethical committee approval anmtbnsentfrom the institution being studied, the
Directorate General of Migration Managememay refuseconsentfor various

reasons or request changes related to the research's content or title. In such cases, the
entire permission request process may need to start from the beginning. This
situation presents another significant obstacle thatptioates the conduct of the

research.

In addition, despite obtaining ethical approval, research permissions from the
Directorate General of Migration Management, dingnsesfrom the District
Governorship, some negovernmental organizations that hadvmwesly assisted
researchers with activities such as data acquisition or institutional meetings for many
studies conducted in the same field in previous years did not provide any assistance
in this research. In December 2022, Turkish Red Crescent Comn@iamntgrhas

visited in the research are® conduct an institutional meeting with the center's
director However, during the preliminary discussion with the director, | was
informed that prior permission must be obtained from the Turkish Red Crescent
Reseech Coordination. Subsequently, all necessary documietgsview formand

the meeting request form were submitted via email, and | communicatedcheith t
authorized person. AlthougResearch Coordinatorship Chairperseas initially
informed that permiseh would be granted shortly, it was not issued despite several
reminder emails. Therefore, despite the willingness of the Turkish Red Crescent
Community Center staff and director to assist withititerview, it could not take

place due to the lack of peigsion.Moreover, another a&tnpt was made to meet

with the MDAD Association, located in the field area and had previously assisted
other researchers. Initially, 1 had a preliminary discussion with the director of the
association. Despite the director'gliwgness to help, only an initial discussion was
held, and it was indicated that permission needed to be obtained from the Association
President. Subsequently, | met with the Association President, and, despite the lack
of a legal basis, a photocopy offracademic staff ID was taken, and the Association

President collected the survey form, interview form, and all the permission
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documents. However, despite all these efforts, there was a promise to get back to me

regarding the interview, but no response veeived.

In conclusion, the fieldwork ahdata collection for the dissertatiavere long,
arduous, exhausting, challenging, and labtensive.In contrast tothe support
provided to researchers in previous years, some institutions refrained from
collaborating on this study, creating significant limitations for the research.
Nevertheless, despite all the obstacles and constraints, the research was conducted

in full compliance with ethical and academic requirements to the best possible extent.

3.3  Concluding Remarks

This chapteoutlines the methodology of the research, whiaxislicitly designed
for Syrianswho have migrated from SyriaTo¢, r kdueytoethe war anseli-settled
in Ankarag Al t &€ n d ale researchtframewdrk is developed based on

theoretical background and relevant literature.

First and foremost, the approach adopted by the research is presented. In this thesis,
the data sources and acquisition proceass significant. Therefore, the chapter
concludes with a discussion of the limitai$o The study is conducted in a casea
characterized by substantggdatial,economic, sociologicandcultural dimensions

due to the continuous changes in lodghamics. [@tailed information about the

research area will be provided in the followiohapter
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CHAPTER 4

THE FIELDWORK: CASE STUDY ANALYSIS

4.1  The Determination Of Case Study Area

The neighborhoods within the Alténdaj di
concentration and pdgeminant residency of Syrians, have been selected as the case
study area. This section begins by examining mobility patterns and location selection
strategies across three different scales: the mac ( B, imgse (Ankara), and

mi cr o (Al t é g thia jnidial examimdtidn,owe iwii conduct a thorough

analysis of the study area.

Why Tg¢srkiye?

T¢rkiye's strategic geographical positio
focal point for migration, serving as a crucial hub for global refugee mpohiht
2011T¢rkiye found itself at the epicente
the world. The initial group, comprising 252 individuals mostly activists and
protesterd r om Syr i a, c rtohsrsoeudg hi ntthoe TY¢arykliaydeaj & |
in April 2011. This group was primarily composed of young activists, individuals

involved in opposition movements, and protesters. By the end of 2011, nearly half

of them had returned to Syria (Erdoj an,

Since 2011, ¥ r k hag decome théeading host country for internationally
displaced Syrians, amid the early signs of political unrest in Syria. As of 2024, it
marks 13 years sincethe massfil ux of Syri an .iThemgapphr ant s
(Figure 4.1) below indicates that the migratiomers from Syriatod r k Staytesl

to decline in 2016, largely due to border closures and the cancellation of the visa

free agreement between Syria angl IT k that gear. Additionally, the economic

crisis that intensified in 2020, along with incidentedu as t he Al ténda’
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prolonged refugee situations, and the divisive and -fillgd rhetoric from
politicians in the media, has fueled negative sentiments among the local population
towards Syrians. The initial welcoming stance towards refugeesifi@sl sowards
exclusion and hate speech, significantly undermining social cohesion between
refugees and host communities. As a result, the 2023 demographic trend (Figure 4.1)
has exhibited a partial decrease in the registered Syrian population, coatrary t

expectations of an increase.

M Total Urban, Peri-Urban and Rural population [l Refugee Camps

6

4
2

™
5M
5M == = —
M
3M
M
™

il

T T T T T T T T T
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Figure4.1. Trend of Registered Syrialf (UNHCR, 2023; DGMM, 2023)

The literature review reveals that security concerns have significantly influenced the
decision of Syrians to migrate ¢, r k Fagtas such as threats to personal and
property security, along with religious and ethnic discrimination, have compelled
individuals to seek refuge in a location perceived as safe. Consequiepthy, khasy e
been identified as the most appropriate and secure destination for their migration. It
is also important to acknowledge that proximity and ease of access play crucial roles
in the decision to migrate ® ¢ r k Thg geographical closeness acts as a cost
reducing factor for migration, while also embodying the hope of eventual return for

Syrian i mmigrants (Bakiojlu et al , 2018) .

In summary, Syrian immigrants fleeing from codflhave selected ¢ r kdueyte
its welcoming opefdoor policy, geographical proximity, ease of access, the

necessity for security, and the availability of social support. The motivations for

1 For more detailedinformation, sa#ps://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syAacessed date:
21.10.2023)
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choosingrl ¢, r kas gudlined, have been extracted from theditee review, which
has subsequently informed the creation of survey questions pertaining to mobility.
The insights gathered from the field research conduct&dgr kwiill ypeedetailed

in the following chapter

Why Ankara?

Considering the population digiution acrosg ¢ r klstanteul is the most populous

city, hosting 18.65% of ¢ r ksipgpeation, which amounts to 5,782,285 people.
Following Istanbul is the capital city, Ankara, with an equal population of 5,782,285
people. This appears to be an emahe provided text, as it's unlikely for both cities

to have the exact population figure. Ankara has played a pivotal role in the War of
Independence and was declared the capital on October 13, 1923. It gained the status
of a metropolitan municipalityn 1984. Rich in history, Ankara spans across 25
districts and has been a witness to numerous historical events over thousands of

years.
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Figure4.2. Map of Districts in Ankara®

18 https://s.milimaj.com/others/image/harita/ankdieharitasi.pngAccessed date: 27.10.2022)
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The literature review conducted as part of this study highlights several key factors
contributing to Syrians' preference for Ankara over other citi#@sdnr Kk including
housing and employment opportunities and favorable living conditions. The initial
sdtlement of the Syrian population in the area is largely due to the recommendations
of the earliest arrivals who advised their families, relatives, and neighbors based on
their positive experiences in other cities, with Ankara being favored for its
abundane of livelihood and housing opportunities. Its resemblance to Aleppo and
its status as the capital further enhance its appeal.

Ankara's status as the capital city, hosting government institutions, civil society
organizations, and international organizasip significantly contributes to its
attractiveness for migrants. Additionally, the concept of the optimal city size
positions Ankara advantageously; it is smaller than Istanbul, reducing complexity
and the potential for newcomers to feel lost, yet laeget more significant than
other cities, providing a cosmopolitan environment conducive to accepting

foreigners.

Ankara is described as a place where rights are formally applied, and the impact of

the stat®d both positive and negatigeis directly experiencedvith fewer variables,

some degree of control, and a constant presence of other factors. The concentration

of national and international public and NGO institutions in the capital due to the

state's presence makes Ankara a preferred location for Sywlarenver, being the

second most populous cityin¢, r k Anaea offers advanced and inclusive urban
services, further solidifying its status as
et al., 2018).

Why Alténdaj ?

Al téndaj I S 0 n ediswidts oft Aml@ara. Mecording o ahle Turkesm

Statistical Institute (TUIK) dataas of February 13, 2023, the district's population is

413,994. Throughout history, Ankara has been established and developed in the

Al téndaj regi on, w h mowrh as i"Gld Ankarg."Ankatat é nd aj i s

hi storical roots and past are cThesely | ink
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hi storical signi f i gprimarily attribotédto Ahk higtanydod | can
Ankara Castl e. Al téndaj i s theinumbereod i nt o
neighborhoods hahanged ver t he years. In 2012, Alteé
but this number was reduced to 26 through a change in 2018. One of the significant
neighborhoods within the scope of this study is Battalyaigjhborhoodwhich was

formed by merging Al emdaj and ¢aml ék neig
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Figure 4.3. Conceptual Mapof Al t éndaj Di st(rAlucthor 6s AoWe

contribution)

Urban decay areas undergoitignsformation are often chosen by urban refugees
due to their affordability and central location within the old city centers. The
deterioration in housing quality and increased population density in these central
areas have prompted existing residentgdiocate to the city's outskirts. This
migration opens up space for newcomers, typically native migrants with lower
incomes, who are willing to endure less favorable living conditions with plans to
move when their economic situation improves. Consequéndge individuals often

do not establish a strong sense of ownership over their neighborhoods.
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Specifically, in the Alténdaj district of Ar
as the ¥nder, Ul ubey, and Brytattraativegt@a z i nei ght
Syriars. These neighborhoods' appeal is amplified by the availability of employment
opportunities, notably in the Siteler furniture industry zone located within the
district. This zone's demand for inexpensive labor has not only provided many job
opportunities for Syrians but has also been a key factor in their preference for
Al téndaj, |l eading to i nstances of chain mig
their community to the same area (Bakiojlu

dynamic illustates the complex interplay between urban decay, economic

opportunities, and migration patterns withi
landscape.
41.1 AS i t elhdestridl Zone as an important attraction point

Ankara is aressentiatenter for furniture production, ranking second after Istanbul

in terms of employment levels and the number of businesses. Siteler, located in
Ankara, was the first center where the furniture sector concentrated. Established in
the 1960s, Siteler is nowlage industrial zone covering 5,000 acres. The relgasn
numerous small and mediusized furniture production and sales businessebs
various service sector enterprises. The number of registered companies in Siteler
exceeds 5,000. However, most of ¢hese labointensive businesses engaged in

furniture production, with very fewvolvedin largescale production.
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Figure 4.4. Siteler Map- Operational Area¢Siteler, Furniture and Ankara Report,
2011)

Ankar a hol ds a pi vsofurreidre produttien industry, Trankingi y e
second only to Istanbul in terms of employment and the number of businesses within

this sector. Siteler, a district within Ankara, emerged as the initial hub for the
furnitureindustry, having been established in the 1960s. Today, Siteler has expanded

into a sprawling industrial zone that spans 5,000 acres, housing a multitude of small

and mediurrsized enterprises (SMEs) focused on furniture production and sales,
alongside a vaty of service sector businesses. The area boasts over 5,000 registered
companies, predominantly comprising lafaiensive furniture production
businesses, with a minimal number involved in lasgale manufacturing.

The choice of Ankara as the capitalycled to the early formation of squatter
settlements in the urban center, which eventually spread to the surrounding
neighborhoods. The city's population surged by approximately 500,000 individuals

each decade, with a significant spike of 700,000 betd866 and 1970. During this

peri od, the Altéendaj district al one expe
1970 to 1980, while Ankara's popul ation
by 280,000, highlighting the district's role as a primary destingor migrants

during these years (kenyapeleée, 2004; Bez

149



The establ i shment of the Siteler Smal | l nd
significantly accelerated the development of squatter settlements, with many such
areas cropping up close to the Siteler zone, particularly to its north and along the
Samsun Road. This proximity to the Siteler workspaces made these squatter areas a
notable aspect of the region's urban landscape. The expansion of Siteler as a major
employment hub directly contributed to the growth of these informal settlements
(Bezciojlu et al., 2000).

This research involved extensive fieldwork within the Siteler small industrial zone,
including frequent visits and the conduct of surveys and interviews bwisiness
owners and employees across various sectors such as furniture making, carving,
upholstery, welding, and chandelier manufacturing. The findings and observations
from these engagements provide valuable insights into the dynamics of industrial

devd opment and urban settl ement patterns wit/

Figure4.5. Workshops irSiteler(Author's Acchive)
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In the next sectionThePlannng Hi st ory of Aldewlophenf Di st
plansand the Urban Transformation procesh be elaborated on in more detail to

explainthe reasons behind the &t population density in the case studga and

why they chose it.

4.1.2 ThePl anning History of Alténdaj Di s

Transformation Process in theCase StudyArea

The Alténdaj District is recognized as A
as one of Anatolia's oldest cities. It has continued to serve ascasigr of Ankara

to the present day. In the early years of the RepuAnkara was merely a small

Anatolian town. However, with its designation as the capital, the city experienced
rapid urbanization, a process that began
haphazardly until the 1927 international competition fptaanned capital city took

place. In the Jansen Urban Plan of 1927, Ulus was designated as the city center, with

the commercial hub planned around this area. Nonetheless, Ankara's unexpected and
swift population increase soon made the Jansen Plan ob&tigtents from various

parts of the country, including incoming laborers, tradespeople, and civil servants,
sought to meet their housing needs in an unplanned and informal manner. In 1929,

the gecekondu (informal housing) settlements in Bentderesi, withit @ ndaj ' s
boundaries, were established, marking the inception of Ankara's first gecekondu

structures in the Atéfbey neighborhood (|

The Alténdaj District is recognized as A
as one of Anatolia's oldest cities. It has continued to serve ascastgr of Ankara

to the present day. In the early years of the Republic, Ankara was merely a small
Anatolian town. However, with its designation as the capital, the city experienced
rapid urbanizati on, a process that began
haphazardly until the 1927 international competition for a planned capital city took

place. In the Jansen Urban Plan of 1927, Ulus was designated as the city center, with
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thecommercial hub planned around this area. Nonetheless, Ankara's unexpected and

swift population increase soon made the Jansen Plan obsolete. Migrants from various

parts of the country, including incoming laborers, tradespeople, and civil servants,

sought tomeet their housing needs in an unplanned and informal manner. In 1929,

the gecekondu (infor mal housi ng) settl emen
boundaries, were established, marking the inception of Ankara's first gecekondu
structuresnenghber AbétdbeKe ksal, 2012 <cited

By the 1970s, despite significant expropriation efforts in gecekondu prevention

zones and the promotion of planned housing and mass housing developments, the

process of urbanization became m&trectured. Yet, as Ankara's population reached

one million, the latest urban plan was deemed insufficient. Thus, from the 1970s

onwards, uncontrolled urban development and the spread of informal settlements

continued to extend northward. During this éne,establishment of the Siteler Small

Industrial Zone within its current location laid the groundwork for a new generation

of gecekondu neighborhoods in the north of |
2012).

In the 2000s, a significant portion of tAE n d a | was characterized
settlements (gecekondular). Consequently, urban planning efforts were prioritized in

2004. By this year, a considerable part o]
undeveloped, saw the completion of urban planning psjéaformation from the

Al téndaj Municipality indicates that numer o
to make room for modern structures. Some of these demolitions are undertaken by

citizens who wish to replace their informal dwellings with apartmeiitings,

hiring contractors for the construction. Meanwhile, other demolitions are carried out

by the municipality to clear space for roads, parks, public facilities, or mass housing

developments, all part of urban renewal initiatives (Akyol et al., 2013).

The Alténdaj Municipality Planning Depart me
pl ans speci fical | y¥ npdrepenarea throdglout histdtye Hacél ar
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Additionall vy, research eff or¥tnsd-Glubey eal ed
neighborhoods dated 1989, 1991, and 1995 in the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality
archives. However, due to restricted access to the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality
planning archive during the data collection phase of the fieldwork, these plans could

not ke incorporated into the research.

Table4.1 The List ofUrbanPlans Prepared for the Regldr{ Al t éndaj Muni ci p

Year | Name of theDevelopmentPlan Scale

1998 | ¥ n d-&lubey H a ¢ &eéighlvorhootlrbanDevelopment Plan 1/5000
Amendment

1998 | ¥ n d-&lubey H a ¢ &eéighlvorhood Phadé Development Plan 1/1000
Revision

2000 | Hac é Ulabey¥ nder Nei g h b Addiianald P h a g 1/1000
Development Plan
2001 | ¥ n d-&lubey H a ¢ &eéighlvorhoodPhasdl Development Plan 1/1000
Revision
2009 | Ulubey ¥ n d- &l a ¢ &éigh.lUrbanDevelopment Plalkmendment | 1/5000
2010 | Ulubey ¥ n d- &l a ¢ &éighlvohoodDevelopment PlaRevision 1/1000

In the 1998 revision of the 1/5000 scale Madbmvelopment Plarf o rnder¢
UlubeyHa c é | ar Nei ghbor hoods, the person de
planned to be high, with 350 people per hectare

The 1998 revision of the 1/1000 sc@evelopment Plaii or t h-Elubéyn d e r
Haceéel ar Nei ghbor hoods, ioR bfaleel/5020 Masen c o mp a
Development Plaprepared earlier in the same year. Within the boundaries of this

plan, residential areas have a minimum parcel size of 1200 m2, a construction
intensity of E=2.00, and building height Hmax set as unrestricted. In residential

zones, it is indicated thatgqu nd f |l oor s f acing Hasan Tahs:s

and Sel -uk Street can be used for commer

®The previous urban plans prepared for the regior
also incluled in Appendix F.
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commercial use on the ground floor is not permitted in other residential parcels. This
plan includes a part of Ulubey N@aborhood and the Siteler Small Industrial Zone,
which are the subjects of the thesis. When examining the plan notes, it is observed
that in urban service areas, parcels ranging from 1000 m2 to 1500 m2 in size have a
construction condition of E=1.50 andrtdx unrestricted, while parcels larger than
1500 m2 have an intensity of E=2, with unrestricted building height
(Hmax=unrestricted). The gross density in the region is set at 350 people per hectare.
The building arrangement in the small industrial area® islock order, with a
maximum height (Hmax) of 10.50 meters. The rear neighbor distance is zero, with a

minimum pacel size of 300 m2 (Savran, 2020

In 2000, an additionaDevelopment Plarwas prepared and approved for the
residential area encompassiigp s an Tahsin Street, Yél dez St
locatonof t he wor kspace | ocated on Sel-uk Stree
scaleDevelopment Plafi or Phas e-Uwbeyblbc @ hder Nei ghbor hood s
changes were made to the building candg. This plan also included the additional

plan area from the year 2000.

The 1/5000 scale Master Development Plan for the Ulhybayd-ldac el ar
Neighborhoods, dated 2009, encompasses the Ulubey neighborhood and the northern
section of the Siteler Smafidustrial Zone. This plan emphasizes commercial spaces
located beneath residential buildings along roadways. The specified building
conditions are as follows: in current residential zones, the construction intensity is
set at E=2.00, with an unrestrict@@ximum building height (Hmax). For residential
areas under development, the construction intensity is E=1.80, with the building
height also remaining unrestricted. An additional provision within the plan allows
for the construction intensity to be incredsto E=2.00, matching that of existing
residential areas, provided that Development Permits (DOP) and Construction
Permits (KOP) setbacks are surrendered at no cost. Moreover, the plan includes a
clause permitting a 10% increase in the building arealtmkdbased applications,
facilitating the construction of larger and taller buildings on extensive parcels within

the region (Appendix F).
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The 2010 revision of the Development Plan for the Ulwbaydldac el ar
Neighborhoods, at a 1/1000 scale, aligns witle geographical boundaries
established by the 2009 1/5000 Master Development Plan and functions as a more
detailed sukscale plan. The principles laid out in the 2009 plans remain applicable,
specifying that in commercial zones, the construction intemsig=1.00, with a
maximum building height (Hmax) of 6.50 meters and a minimum parcel size

requirement of 1500 m”2.

The most recent and currently active plan in the area is the 1/5000 scale Master
Development Plan approved in 2012. This plan designatessa density of 350

people per hectare in residential zones. For residential building blocks with a
minimum parcel size of 1200 m”2, the construction conditions are defined as
follows: Building Intensity (Emsal) = 2.00, with an unrestricted Maximum Bugjdin

Hei ght ( Hmax) (Savran, 2021) . The segmer
Ulubey, and Battalgazi neighborhoods, which are central to this study, is illustrated

in Figure 4.6.
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Figure4.6. The 1/500Mevelopment Plan, 201¢&avran, 2020

Finally, current developmenplans were requested from the Urban Planning
Department of Alténdaj Municipality. The

is currently no updated 1/50@@ale MasteiDevelopmentPlan. Hovever, they
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shared the current 1/1000 ImplementatizevelopmentPlan that covers the focus

neighborhoods of the research area.

Figure47.The current 1/ 1000 Development Plan (Al

Wheninquired about the planning year, a municipal official mentioned that in the

area of interest, which includes the Ul ubey
the initial plans were crafted as rehabilitation development plans, leading to the

existence of mltiple development plans with various approval dates for the region.

An examination of parcdd ased data within the Alténdaj
information system revealed that, consistent with the 2012 Master Development

Plan, the 1/1000 Implementatidbevelopment Plan also specifies a Building

Intensity (Floor Area Ratio) of 2.00, allowing construction up to a maximum of 15

floors.

The development plans formulated for the case area, along with the planning
approaches and outcomes, will be criticallyalgmed in Section 4.1.5 from the
perspective of the right to the city. This analysis will also encompass the urban
transformation projects currently underway in the region, providing a comprehensive
overview of the planning and development dynamics thes Bhaped the Ulubey,

¥nder, and Battalgazi nei ghbor hoods.

156



4.1.3 Urban Transformation ProjectsUnd er t aken i n the AIlt

Region

BasedBased on various studies focusing on urban transformation processes in the

Al téndaj regi on, it h a gratiriy éoeAnkara misadlyr v e d t
selected Alténda] Tepesi as their settler
of informal settl ement areas within the C

marking the beginnings of Gecekondu development. Duhadl950s, gecekondu

nei ghborhoods such as Akt ak, Hedeéerl éktep
began to form in the Alténdaj regi on. T
Transformation of Areas at Risk of Disasters on May 16, 2012, marked thednitiat

of a significant urban transformation movement in Ankara, mirroring trends in other

cities. This transformation, especially in areas with high economic return potential

and in gecekondu neighborhoods, was primarily undertaken by the Housing
DevelopmenAd mi ni stration of Tg¢rkiye (TOKK).
transformation zones were designated 1in
of Law No. 6306 facilitated the launch of urban transformation projects led by public
authoritesinthenegh bor hoods of Bentderesi, Akt ack
G°k-enef e, k¢kriye, and Bakpénar, under |
addressing urban decay and enhancing living conditions within thessare( K° ks al ,
201 2; Akal eén, 2017)

4.1.3.1 Urban TransformationPr oj ects i n Coll aborat:i

Gecekondu areas situated near the city center have experienced a loss of structural
integrity and have entered into a state of deterioration. These areas are predominantly
inhabited by individuals with limitethcomes. Challenges such as inadequate urban
infrastructure and the absence of property ownership among residents have made
these areas uninhabitable. Given that rectifying issues in these locations through

mere revisions of Development Plans is not tdasithere is a necessity for the
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development of urban transformation projects that are specifically tailored to the

unique characteristics of the site and its inhabitants. Urban Transformation Projects

have been initiated and executed, particularly inoreg where there is a high
concentration of devel opment parcels owned
2012).

As K° ks al (2012) outl ines, the process f ol
commences with the drafting of amendments to the 1/1000Beatdopment Plans

in areas identified for urban transformation projects. These plan amendments are
crafted and, following approval by the Alte
endorsement from the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality. Subsequent to the

approval of these Development Plans, parcelization plans are revised, and the

alterations are recorded in the land registry. In locales previously documented in the

|l and registry through devel opment amendment
Municipality provides allocations to shantytown property owners in accordance with

the provisions of Laws No. 2983290 and 3366. This allocation process exemplifies

how urban transformation projects are developed and implemented in these specific

areas, aiming to adelss and ameliorate the living conditions of the inhabitants while

revitalizing the urban landscape.

4.1.3.2 Urban Transformation Projects Continuing through mall

scale contractors, property developers

UntlUnt i | 1984, the Al téndaijteddrbas planningt i n AnKk:
efforts. The establishment of Metropolitan and District Municipalities in 1984,

coupled with the enactment of Law No. 3030, Law No. 3194 on Urban Planning, and

Law No. 2981 on Urban Amnesty, significantly empowered municipalities in the

preparation and approval of urban and Development Plans. The anticipation of urban

amnesty |l ed to a surge in squatter settl eme
areas such as Ul ubey, ¥nder , Hacél ar , B ¢
Feri duandel Akemdaij nei ghbor hoods. These area

158



dense informal housing structure, and the provision of urban services and

infrastructure was markedly insufficient

Post1989, the rehabilitation Development Plans prepareddint é nd aj pr ov.
inadequate for addressing the burgeoning issues:-ihowme gecekonduwwners

found it challenging to comply with the building conditions outlined in the
rehabilitation plans, leading to negotiations with developers. As a remedy, revision
Development Plans were introduced in areas withgxisting rehabilitation plans,

enabling a fousstory building regime and enhancing urban social and technical
infrastructure areas through meticulous planning. These initiatives are ongoing, with
constructon advancing swiftly following the revision of Development Plans that

have been formalized and recorded in the land registry. The neighborhoods

benefiting from these revised plans incl
Ersoy (about 22 ha), YunusEenr (about 31 ha), G¢l pénar (
(a portion of about 36 ha), Alemdaj] (appr
¢aml ek (about 71 ha), Beki kkaya (about ¢
(Akyol et al ., 2013; Keksal, 2012)

4.1.3.3 Urban Transformation Projects Under the Risk of Disaster

Areas Transformation Law

Law No. 6306 on the Transformation of Areas at Risk of Disasters, enacted on May

31, 2012, and subsequently published in the Official Gazette, initiated the
identification of severpr i mary ur ban transformation a
District. These designated areas -are sit
Feridun ¢eli k (64.8 hectares), ¢tal exkanl
Hacél ar (4. 9 h ehectages),&ayji Demi¥soyd 3.7 heltdres), ehd

Solfasol (18.5 hectares). This legislative measure marked a significant step towards
mitigating the risks associated with disasters by targeting areas prone to such risks

for comprehensive urban transformatiand redevelopment, as illustrated in the

provided figure (Figure 4.12).
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Figure4.8. TheUr ban Transformati on A(Akyalsd, i n t he Al

2013)

Within Ankara province's boundarie@4 areas at risk of disasters have been

designated according to Law No. 6306 on the Transformation of Areas at Risk of

Disasters. These designations have been made through decisions by the Council of
Ministers (BKK) or the Presidency (CBK). The combinadat area of these

designated areas is 987.01 hectares. When examining the distribution of these areas

by districts, it is observed that:

il
il
1
1

Alténdaj district has 11 designated area
¢ankaya daurdesigriatedaretisa s

Mamak district hasour design#ed areas.

Akyurt , Bal a, El madaj, Kahramankazan, a |

designated area.

Out of the designated areas, 19 are located in the central districts that constitute the

metropolitan area of Ankara, whilidve regionsare situated in othedistricts.

Information regarding the designated areas can be found in the table below.
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Table4.2 Areas Designated as Risky Areas under Law No. 63@6lint é ndaj di st
(Ankara Metropolitan Municipality)
Area L.
District Risk Areas Size ResliDiBate
@ Number
1 [AlténdalAt é fHeedye r K& Inted p@a s a N g105,00/17.12.20124088 BKK
2 |Al t & n d a|Seyfi Demirsoy Neighborhood 32,70 | 22.04.20134654 BKK
3 |Alt éndalHacél ar Nei ghbor hood| 490 |22.04.20134654 BKK
4 |[Alténdal|¥nder Neighborhood 15,90 | 22.04.20134654 BKK
5 Al ténda|G¢l tepe Neighbor hood| 3,52 |22.04.20134654 BKK
6 |Alténdaj¢al ekxkkanl ar Nei ghbor | 19,7022.04.20124654 BKK
7 |Al 't énda|Be ki kFkearyiad u Meigltherhoodk 64,80 | 22.04.20124654 BKK
8 |[Alt @éndal|Bakpénar Neighbor hoo| 27,31]|13.03.201710030 BKK
9 |Al t énd al|¥r nNelghborhood, Parcel 9951, Lot213 10,33 | 17.04.201710145 BKK
10|Al t endal¥rnek Neighborhood P| 4,96 |17.04.201710289 BKK
11|/Al't endalHacébayram Nei ghbor h| 4,04 |23.10.20191694 CBK
414 Urban Transformation Areas in the Neighborhoods Focused on
Case Area
U ubey (Haceéelar) Neighborhood Risk Area
IntheAl t éndaj district, | ocated north of t

neighborhood, an area of 4.90 hectares has been desi@&#rd.Street defines the

area's southern bordevhile the northern border is 895th Street, the westdgeis

885h Street, and the easteboundaryis 905th Street. By a decision dated

22.04.2013 and numbered 2013/4654, made by the Council of Ministers, this area
has been declared a Risk Area. All the gecekondu strugtl@@aunits)in the Risk

Areaweredemolishedn 2015 (Ankara Metropolitan Municipality2022 Savran,

2020) and the implementation continues in line with the prepared project.
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Figure49.Ul ubey (Hacél ar) Nei-¢hbhey rHmacaed aRi)s Ri Arke a
Area 202Q(Saurce: Ankara Metropolitan Municipality)

¥ n d 8leighborhoodRi sk Area (Altéendaj)

I n Alténdaj district, another risk area ide
¥nder Mahal l esi Ri sk Ar e dares.Seolv-ewrki n@a dadche sair e
forms the northern boundary of the area. At the same timewesterredgeis

Bayram Sokak, the easteborderi s ke hi t Rafet Sever Caddesi,
boundary is G°ng¢gl ¢al an Sokak. Batedt he deci s
22.04.2013 and numbered 2013/4654, the area was declared a Risk Area. All the

informal settings (gecekondu) the risk are€480 units)weredemolishedn 2015

and the implementation continues according toRhgect Ankara Metropolitan

Municipality, 2022; Savran,2030
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Figure4.10. ¥ n d erghborhood Risk Area013 ¥ n d Meighborhod RiskArea
2020 SourceAnkara Metropolitan Municipality

The process of settlement of Syrian immigrants, particularly into the neighborhoods
within the casearea, commenced since 2011. Subsequently, the Municipality of

Al téndaj has initiated certain endeavors
to the curent Development Planthe region witnesses the construction of new

buildings, some reaching up 15stories, while at the same time, a portion of Syrians

continues to reside in the remaining limited numbegesfekondihouses.

Figure4.11. Coexistence of New Residential Structures and Gecekondu in Ulubey
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Figure41l2Coexi st ence of New Residential Structu

Figure4.13. Coexistence of New Residential Structures and Shanty Dwellings in the
Battalgazi NeighborhoofAuthor's archive)
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Following the urban transformation proses the case study area, gecekohaduses

primarily occupied by Syrians, which have not been demolished, now exist alongside

newly built housing structures. Additionallgpaces once occupied by gecekondu

houses that were demolished at different times remain vacant on certain parcels of

land. A summaryf several other significant Urban Transformation projects initiated

by the Alténdaj Municipality and i mpl emer
( TOKK) is presented bel ow:

G¢ltepe Neighborhood (¢in-in)fh&risgmt @&pan
neighborhood, identified as a focal point for public order incidents and criminal
activities in Ankara, underwent a significant transformation with the demolition of

over 2,000gecekondusvithin a 3.5hectare area. This urban transformatioojgut

was executed in three phases, aiming to eradicate the conditions that fostered such

incidents and activities.

Aktak Urban TransEwemateodncmogrcent | y w
Urban Transformation Pr oj ecnTraasfordhationrn t hr e
Project targeted one of the earliest sha
Hill GecekondZ one. The Akt ak area, characterize
in demographic composition as families whose economic situations imprumxestl

out, leaving the area to later migrants in impoverished condifiohk al én, 2017)

Bentderesi Urban Transformation Project Situated within the scope of the Ulus

Historical Urban Project, the Bentderesi area has seen revitalization through the
BentceresiGecekondlRe habi | i t ati on Project. The r es
Veli Mosque and its surroundings has not only enhanced the region's historical

identity but also transformed it into an attraction hub.

G°k-enefe, k¢kriye, a sl UrbBra krangannzation Nei gh b

Projects: These projects represent ur ban tr a
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ke¢kriye, and Bakpénar nei ghborhoods, ut i i
broader urban renewal strategies. These initiatives aim to addresstayade the

challenges posed by deteriorating living conditions and to foster the development of

i mproved housing and community spaces (Akal

These Urban Transformation projects reflect a comprehensive approach to
addressing the complex issuesseciated withgecekonduareas, focusing on
improving living conditions, enhancing public safety, and preserving historical

identities while fosteringsocie c onomi ¢ devel opment within the

As part of the research, a visit was made to the Urban Planning and Construction
Department of Al téndaj Mutocoadug iatérnviewy on Dece
with local authorities regarding the urban renewal process in the study area. The

Director of he Mapping and Cadastre Department was interviewed during this visit

The Directorof the Mapping and Cadastre Departingates:

AT h e ur ban transformati on processes i n
neighborhoods with a high density of old, derelict buildinggre

approached through the development of an urban plan analyzed in 11 stages.

This plan set a building intensity (Emsal) of 1.90 and allowed for a 10%

increase in bloclbased construction. However, challenges emerged in the
implementation phase, suchashortage of contractors for the demolition of

numerous buildings, leading to delays in the execution of plans. The high

population density exacerbated these issues, as the demands of property

owners could not be swiftly met, resulting in a stagnation tlo#

transformation process.

To address these challenges, urban development plans were shifted towards

block-based plans, facilitating agreements between contractors and property

owners without municipal intervention. This approach was particularly

adopted n nei ghborhoods | i ke Aktak, where e
existed, and the municipality had the leverage to intervene due to its land

ownership. This strategy involved the independent collection of properties

for new parceling, subsequently tragrsing them to TOKI to enable the

transformation of these areas, with remaining apartments being allocated to

the original property owners as part of the land exchange pro¢ess
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As outlined above, Chapter 5 will discuss in detail the impact of urban transformation
processes on the emplacement and ssgadial cohesion of Syrians who were
forced to leave their countries due to mandatory migration and have settled in cities.
This dscussion will explore how these transformation initiatives affect the
integration, community dynamics, and overall living conditions of Syrian migrants,
emphasizing the necessity of a rightssed approach to urban planning that

prioritizes inclusivityand the weltbeing of all residents.

4.1.5 An Assesmentof DevelopmentPlans and Urban Transformation
Projects in the Case Area witha Rights-Based Approach

When evaluated within the context of the right to the city, the plans prepared for the
case area can be &med along three main axes: planning processes, the formulation
of plans, and their implementation.

An examination of the planning processes since the late 1990s highlights the
predominant use of a tegown approach. This method has led to a significant
absence of direct participation from the local community, which is directly impacted

by these plans. This lack of engagement has resulted in an overemphasis on technical
expertise during plan preparation, at the expense of incorporating societal knowledge
that could be obtained through participatory processes. Consequently, issues that
could be identified through this societal knowledge and the potential for effective
solutions have been overlooked. The neglect of the vital element of participation,
crucial for ensuring the right to the city, has made the plans fall short in terms of

inclusiveness and comprehensiveness.

Upon a detailed examination of the formulated plans, it is evident that they prioritize
the regulation of development rights over the creatiblivable environments. The

plans do not sufficiently recognize neighborhoods as significant living spaces,
lacking a coherent planning philosophy, vision, or comprehensive principles that

address issues related to migration and refugees. There iseabt# lack of effort

167



to organize communal spaces that would promote the coexistence of all minority
groups, as well as social cohesion, community consciousness, belonging, and
solidarity networks. Moreover, the plans fail to adopt se@atial approaclseaimed

at enhancing and improving everyday life practices based on rights for all individuals
living in the neighborhood. Instead, their primary focus is on defining the
construction conditions in residential areas and making interventions in spaa relate

to property rights.

The evaluation of the implementation processes of the plans indicates that those
developed up to the 2000s for these neighborhoods went unexecuted. Conversely,
plans formulated after 2000 have been utilized as mechanisms to legitirb&re
transformation projects aimed at revitalizing areas in decline and transforming them
into new hubs for housing investment. This shift suggests that-eocimmic
gentrification has ensued in these neighborhoods, treated as independent private
project zones within the plan hierarchy, leading to the displacement of existing
residents.

In summary, the preparation of these plans has centered on adhering to static and
minimal standards that meet specific technical criteria, overlooking the local
dynamicsvital for crafting solutions, meeting community needs, and improving the
guality of living spaces. The collective processes essential for inclusive planning
have been sidelined, with a tojpwn approach to planning negating the participatory
rights of urlan residents. Despite the critical role of these plans in determining the
quality, spatial distribution, and accessibility of urban services essential for
livability, they have not ventured beyond established property patterns nor
established specific prifples for spatial organization. Plans that prioritize
development rights for profinaking lack strategies for the equitable distribution of
the profits generated for the public benefit and fail to establish policies for fair
distribution among communitsnembers. This approach undermines social justice
and infringes upon property rights and the entitlement to benefit from the urban use

value.
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Traditional urban planning methodologies have frequently conceptualized urban
spaces as exclusive and restrictivetitees, which has contributed to social
inequalities. The modernist planning paradigm, deeply rooted in the capitalist
economic system, prioritized the "exchange value" of space while largely ignoring
its "use value." This oversight has sparked a shifatds more inclusive, just, and
equitable planning models since the 1990s, with a new wave of planning that adopts
a humarcentered approach, emphasizing the "use value" of urban spaces. Inclusive
planning is characterized by its respect for urban rigfistgpal to address the needs

of diverse subject groups, and its support for social inclusion and cohesion. The
significance of such an inclusive approach, especially in facilitating the integration
of migrants and refugees into urban contexts, is undedcm international
discourse. Yet, im ¢ r k theseegroups are often excluded from spatial planning
initiatives due to government policies and the temporary status assigned to them.
This exclusion reflects a broader oversight in incorporating urbanipamto local

policy development and adaptation debates. Thus, there's a pressing need for a
planning paradigm that prioritizes human needs over economic considerations,
acknowledges the intrinsic value of users, upholds urban rights, embraces social
diversity in its entirety, and fosters an inclusive planning methodology conducive to

a welcoming and harmonious environment (Tos, 2021).

Urban transformation, frequently employed by local governments and legitimized
through projects in major urban centesstauted for objectives such as enhancing
urban environments, conserving cultural heritage, generating employment
opportunities, spurring economic growth, developing tourist attractions, and
constructing earthquakesistant structureslowever, these pregts often do not
align with the real needs of the local population in the region, involving issues like
lack of participation, profioriented approachesproperty acquisition via

expropriation, andompulsory relocations

Transformation projects often target areas where poor and vulnerable populations
reside, areas that are typically underserved in terms of transportation, healthy living

environments, recreation and sports facilities, and infrastructure. This lack of
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esseril services contributes to the marginalization of these communities from
urban life, affecting their access to education (particularly for women and girls),
social security, participation in urban governance, and the opportunities the city
offers. The imfementation of transformation projects exacerbates this exclusion.
For instance, the tegown nature of these projects, the lack of stakeholder
involvement in the decisiemaking process, property loss resulting from
expropriation, and the utilization ofrgssure and violence by security forces
throughout project implementation phases all represent infringements upon housing
rights and other fundamental rights. These include access to information,
participation and democratic representation, health, educagimployment, and
security.Thus urban transformation projects increasingly divide urban spaces into
zones of "those with access to rights" and "those without."

In this scenario, human rights principles within urban contexts underscore the rights
that $ould be advocated for in urban spaces and identify the potential rights
violations stemming from urban transformation projects. These principles lay the
foundation for creating rightsased urban policies aimed at fostering a "democratic
urban environmerit Such an environment would prevent the suppression of certain
voices over others, ensuring equitable access to rights for all individuals and
eliminating discrimination. This righilsased approach is crucial for addressing the
systemic issues inherenturnban transformation projects, ensuring that development
does not come at the expense of the most vulnerable populations but instead
contributes to creating inclusive, equitable, and sustainable urban environments
(Koenig, 2006).

Urban transformation pregts in neighborhoods hosting significant numbers of
Syrian residents present a critical issue. Often, these projects are initiated under the
pretext of urban renewal but fail to take into account the unique cultural and social
dynamics of the Syrian commities within these areas. Such interventions risk
undermining traditional living environments and severing established social
connections, potentially fostering new forms of community fragmentation.

Additionally, the economic motives driving many urbaangformation initiatives
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can adversely affect the local residents' financial stability. Changes in property
ownership, coupled with escalating rental costs, may render it untenable for Syrian
families to remain within these neighborhoods, leading to thisplacement and

further economic marginalization.

Against this backdrop, the planning and execution of urban transformation projects
in areas populated by Syrians ought to adopt participatory strategies that honor
human dignity and promote unity and imglkity rather than contributing to social
division and exclusion. It is imperative for the community to have a significant voice

in the planning stages of such projects, enabling them to put forward solutions that
address their specific needs. Moreoveesthinitiatives should be crafted to align
with human rights principles and social justice considerations, ensuring that the
transformation process is sustainable and inclusive. By doing so, it becomes possible
to enhance the living conditions of Syriannomunities effectively, fostering an

environment where all residents can thrive.

4.1.6 Security Factor: Alténdaj Incident

Concentration Project

Triggered by mass migration, the issue of urban security in cities with high
concentrations of immigrants and refugees is critical in the settlement and adaptation
processes, involving spatial, sociological, and criminological dimensions. The
challenge ofaddressing hate crimes against immigrants and refugees within the

urban security framework is significant from both sociological and criminological
perspectives. A study by ¥z Yél déaz (2017
focal area following the masmigration of Syrians tdl ¢ r K ibefoee 2021,

documented three distinct incidents highlighttegsions between Syriarand the

local population.

The first i ncident, dated May 7, 2014, i

involved an altercation betweea Turkish resident and a Syrian, leading to local
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community members setting fire to the Syrian's house and vandalizing other Syrian
homes by breaking windows after pelting them with stones. Notably, the residents
hindered the fire brigade's efforts tdieguish the fire, resulting in injuries to several
individuals, including police officers ("Neighborhood Clash with Syrians," 2014, as
cited in ¥z Yéldez, 2017).

On August 3, 2014, i n the ¥nder Neighborhoo
group of Syrans assaulting a local youth, residents pursued the Syrians to their
dwelling and stoned the building for hours. Despite police intervention to calm the
tense situation, many Syrian homes had their windows broken due to the stone

throwing ("ClashwithSyae ns i n Ankara,"™ 2014, as cited i

The third incident, on July 17, 2016, al so
brawl over a cigarette request, during which a local youth was allegedly stabbed by

Syrians. An unrelated Syrian youthsvaso stabbed in the altercation. Subsequently,

a group formed to retaliate against Syrians, as evidenced by open social media

di scussi ons. This group gathered in Al emdaj
and proceeded to attack Syrawned shops wittstones and sticks, looting and

setting some ablaze ("Attack on Shops of S
2017).

The incidents highlighted above, which are manifestations of hate crimes against

immigrants documented through media reports or civil efgcbrganizations,

underscore significant urban security challenges. While legal disputes between the

local population and Syrians might appear minor at first, they possess the potential

to rapidly evolve into broader debates and conflicts. A poignant @eaai this
escalation is the "Alténdaj incidents” I n
widespread attention but also continue to have lasting effects. On the evening of
August 10, 2021, in the Battalgazi nei ghbor
a confrontation between a group of Syrians and local residents escalated, culminating

in the tragic stabbing and death ofy¢aro | d Emi r han Yal -én by two

incident fuel ed tensions i n t he ¥nder and
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violent acts against Syrian migrants, including the arson of shops and vehicles and
vandalism of homes. This sequence of events highlights the fragility of urban

security and the urgent need for strategies to mitigate tensions and foster peaceful

coexistence betgen local communities and immigrant populatiéhs.

Figure4.141 mages of the Damage in the Neighbo
Incidents(¥ z¢ r, 2021;Y ¢, ¢ e , BBO)202#Y

It was alleged that a crovadtacked the shops and vehicles of Syrians, and riot police
intervened. Tensions persisted despite police announcements advising locals not to
provoke strangers who might try to escalate the situation. The day after the incident,

numerous police officers ave deployed to the neighborhood to control entrances

20 For more detailed information, seéps://bianet.org/haber/ankaattindagda-suriyeli
multecileresaldiri-248615(Accessed date. 10.05.2023)

2For more detailed information, setps://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/altindatpylari-
battalgazidesuriyeliler-ekonomikolarakcok-guc-kazandilarmahalledekirahatsizlikondan
1860404; (Accessed date. 15.05.2023)
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and exits and to prevent further incidefftélthough reports initially stated that all
shops in the Battalgazi neighborhood were closed for a day as a precaution, field
observations indicated that tlu®sure extended beyond a single day. Fueled by fear
and concern, many Syrians found themselves confined to their homes for several
days, unable to open their busines3ése i nci dents in the Alteénda
an indicator of the consequencesh# discriminatory and exclusionary attitudes and
behaviors developed by the local population towards refugees, or in other words, the
"anti-refugee sentimentThe arrest of the two individuals directly involved in the
stabbing did little to quell the bader backlash against the Syrian community, which
was collectively held responsible for the actions of a few. This incident sparked a
surge in antforeigner sentiment, amplified by sensationalist headlines and social
media content, further entrenching tperception of Syrians as "others" and

exacerbting hostility towards refugees.

The two suspects detained in relation to the stabbing were arrested on charges of

"intentional homicide" upon being brought to court. The Ankara Police Department

reported thatl48 people were taken into custody for their involvement in the

Al téndaj event s. The Ankara Governorate dec
August 12, 2021 (¥ztg¢rk, 2021). I n the after
place was named in memarf/the deceased Turkish youth, and a new police station

was established across from the park, as part of heightened security measures

Following the incidents, the then Minister of Interior announced on February 22,

2022, the implementation of a "dilutibrproject aimed at ensuring that the

demographic structure of SyriansTin¢, r kdoeg eot disrupt the local population
dynamics, with the Alténdaj district being

The project stipulates that no residence pexmill be issued to foreigners in regions

22 For more information, see https://www.bbc.com/turkce/habéuldiye-58180854 (Accesssed
date: 08.11.2023)
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where Syrians constitute over 25% of the population. As part of the "dispersal”
project, measures were undertaken to relocate migrants from districts with high
concentrations of Syrians to different locations. Mitthe context of the "dilution”
project in Alténdaj, 4,514 Syrians were
buildings occupied by Syrians were demolished, and 177 businesses were closed.
The process of relocation was emphasized to be voluntityjncentives offered

to facilitate the move should foreign settlement rates exceed specified levels at the
neighborhood | evel (¥zte¢rk, 2021).

Project Detalils:

The "Combating Spatial Concentration Project" aims to prevent the ghettoization of
neighborhods and districts by ensuring that the foreign population does not exceed
25% of the neighborhood population. Should this threshold be surpassed, two

primary methods are planned:

1- Registration Closure for Foreigners: Initially, these settlements wildsed to

registration for foreigners. In 16 provinces with significant Syrian populations,
including Ankar a, Ant al ya, Ay dén, Bur s a
|l stanbul , l zmir, Kerklarel i, Kocael i, Mu
of 800 neighborhoods are affected. Additionally, in Istanbul's Fatih and Esenyurt
districts, applications by foreigners of all statuses are closed to prevent further

concentration.

2- Voluntary Relocation: In addition to the closure of registration, Syriansglivi
areas with high population density are encouraged to voluntarily relocate to different
istricts and provinces, aiming to disperse the concentration and foster better

integration and cohesion within the broader comméhity

23 https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/yazarlar/handieat/suriyelilereseyreltmeplani-42008714
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According to a press release the Directorate General of Migration Management's
website dated July 16, 2023, to counter spatial concentration, density analyses
regarding the foreign population are routinely conducted in specific provinces,
including both neighborhoods and distrigthere Syrian populations are notably

concentrated. The relevant government authorities disclosed on their website that

fias of July 1, 2022, in 63 provinces where the foreign population exceé#éed 2
compared to the Turkish citizen population, 1,169 naghoods have been closed
to new foreign registrations, and monitoring and evaluation studies regarding spatial

concentration are ongoitry.

The primary objective of the dilution plan is to enhance the coordination of security

and public services, prevesucial segregation, and support adaptation to social life.

I n the wake of the Alténdaj Il nci dent s and
demolition of gecekondu (informal settings) and unlicensed buildings in the region

was significantly expediteduring an interviewheld on 13th December 2022 with

the Directorate Ur b an Pl anning and Construction De
Municipality (L5), it was revealed that multiple demolitions were expedited in

certainareesi n response to the Alténdaj incidents

fWe assss the situation in areas with multiple demolitions, especially in
nei ghbor hoods | Rokirestandd, ifid stryctur& obdtreats a
road,we decideo clear these areasmdcarry out the necessary renovations.
These are routine municipal servidbat need to be regularly performed.
there is a need for intervention in terms of public order and security in a
specific area, and we receive directives from the governor's office or other
relevant authorities, demolitions are executed, akin to thenadiakerafter
the i nci dentoss-Director & Ditecon df &artography and
Planning

24 For more information, se®tps://www.goc.gov.tr/istanbulddg-ilcenin-yabancilaririkamet
izinlerine-kapatildigriddialarinailiskin-basinaciklamasiAccesssed date: 17.2923)
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The maps below |  ustrating the building blocks
nei ghbor hoods t hat exi sted before t he

demolished after (2023) underscore the physical transformations these areas have

undergone as a direct consequence of these initiatives.

Figure415 1| mages of the Damage in the Neig
Incidents(Prepeared by th&uthorwith the Google Earth satellite imgge

The incidents in Alténdaj, accompanied
attitude of marginalization, along thi the initiatives undertaken as part of the
"Combating Spatial Concentration” or Dilution Project, have profoundly impacted
the emplacement processes of Syrians. The subsequent chapter will delve into
detailed observations and findings from field reseamth interviews, focusing on

how these projects have affected the daily lives of Syrians residing in the area

4.2  Analysis of the activelocalact or s i n the Alténdaj

All kinds of economic, social, cultural, and spatial activities and opportunities
generated locally concern local administrations. When identifying actors in the study
area, local actorand institutionsvho play an active role both in production and
suppot in the emplacemenprocesses of Syrians have been included. Despite
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multiple official applications for irdepth interviews with local actors such as
Al téndaj Kezeéel ay CoD6GMM andtiMDADCfeundatmmo and t he

positive response has been received.

4.2.1 Ankara Metropol Municipality

Analyzing the distribution of Syrians under Temggr Protection across the top 10
cities inT ¢, r kreveals that Ankara hosts the largest Syrian population, with a total
of 91,137 individuals. Given its status as the capital, the approach, policies, and
practices adopted by the Ankara Metropolitan Mypatity towards urban refugees

significantly influence their living conditions and integration process.

A review of the social assistance page on the municipality's website was conducted
to gauge the extent of assistance provided by the Ankara Metropdlitaicipality
to Syrians. It was noted that there are no specific assistance programs tailored to

Syrians or immigrants in general.

The "Bakkent Kart" facilitates cash assistar
citizenship for application, thereby@xding Syrians. The municipal council has not

made any decisions regarding the amendment or cancellation of this requirement.

However, Syrians are known to receive a modest amount of cash assistance through

t he Kezeéel ay Kart . T hi on the EPfipanced Sociadl h ou g h, c
Integration Program rather than directly from state or local authorities. Beyond this,

humanitarian organizations might offer additional cash assist@ioekmaz,

2022)%> Upon reviewing the 2022 activity report of the Ankara Mptiian

Municipality, relevant objectives and strategies aligned with the scope of this thesis

are identified as follows:

25 For more detailed information, sk#ps://teyit.org/analiz/ankafiauyuksehirbelediyesinin
suriyelileredagittigiyardimkartlarinkiptal-ettigi-iddiasi (Accessed date: 18.10.2023)
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Under the title "Sensitive and Inclusive Services," Strateqgic Objective 5:

"Addressing the needs of disadvantaged citizens in healtltation, employment,
transportation, cultural, and social areas; creating an inclusive city where these
individuals are integrated into urban life with accessible living spaces.” The term
"disadvantaged citizens" might seem exclusionary regarding éfidiaenship
status. However, the provision's later reference to "disadvantaged groups" rather than
“citizens," as seen in "Organizing seminars and events to meet the social and cultural
needs of disadvantaged groups,” suggests a broader interpretattocothd
encompass urban refugees as subjects within this objective, offering a lens through

which their inclusion can be contemplated.

Additionally, in Strateqic Objective ,#ound in the section on "Dignified and

Qualitative Service Delivery to Humanity

The provision states, "Taking social peace as the basis of collective wisdom, social
solidarity, and sharing, and involving young people and children in degisadimg
processes for an honorable life by providing the fundamental needs of society such
as health, education, security, and food to everyone in a fair manner." This
emphasizes the importance of fostering social peace and ensuring the provision of
society's fundamental needs equitably. Such a stance enables an inclusive approach
that could potetially integrate Syrians into the governance system.

The Ankara Metropolitan Municipality has been offering shelter services to foreign
trafficking victims since 2005. Until 2017, this service, provided in collaboration
with the International Organizai for Migration (IOM), continued under a protocol
with the Directorate General of Migration Management (GIGM). This collaboration
represents a practical application related to the establishment of GIGM. In 2018, the
Department of Social Services contribdtfood, clothing, and household goods to
Syrians, supporting those affected by natural disasBggond the significant
opportunities highlighted in the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality's 2022 activity

report, it has also undertaken three critical ptsj@t partnership with international
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institutions targeting Syrians. The first of these is the "Supporting Social Cohesion

and Participation in Workife for Women and Young People Project.”

4211 Support Center for Women and Young People Ankara
Metropol Munici pality

The "Supporting Social Cohesion and Participation in \Alaf& for Women and
Young People Project,” funded by the British Embassy and executed in cooperation
with the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality &
empower andsupport women and young people from both immigrant and local
communities. This initiative is a comprehensive effort to provide health and
protection services to marginalized women and youth, engage in awareness
campaigns for empowerment, and offer psysbcal support. Furthermore, the
project fosters social cohesion by organizing art and cultural events, workshops, and
excursions. It provides career counseling, language instruction, and vocational
training aimed at enhancing employment prospects. Additignthe center is
committed to raising awareness about gefidesed violence, with specialists

carrying out preventive and intervention measures as required.

T T
Wi |
10\

Figure 4.16. Support Center for Women and Young Peopla Al t éndaj Di stri
(Authors archive)
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To gain insight into the practices and projects targeted towards Syrians by local
entities, an irdepth interview was conducted on November 10, 2022, with the
Deputy Directorof the Women and Youth Center of the Ankara Metropolitan
Municipality. The Deputy Director shared the genesis and development of the
Women and Youth Center, offering a detailed perspective on the center's objectives,
services, and impact on the communggrticularly focusing on the integration and
support of Syrian women and youth within the urban fabric of Ankara.
AWithin the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, we operate twente
Women's Centers spread across each district of Ankara. The first astl olde
of these, serving as our pilot site, i
the Alténdaj Women's Center has been
time. Approximately two and a half years ago, the Women's Center
underwent a transformation to bem® a Women and Youth Support Center,
with the aim of serving both the local community and refugees. Currently,
our center welcomes members of the local community, refugees, and
migrants. Initially, the majority of our foreign participants were Syrian;

however, there has been a recent shift towards a greater focus on Afghan
participants.” (L2)

I n conclusion, the activities of the Al
The Deputy Director emphasized that, following the completion of the 'Supporting

Sodal Cohesion and Participation in Weklkfe for Women and Young People

Project,’ the center will continue to provide services without discrimination,

regardless of language, religion, or race.

4.2.1.2 International Vocational Training Center (UMEM) - Ankara
Metro politan Municipality & UNHCR

In a collaborative effort between the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality and the
UNHCR, the "International Vocational Training Center" project has been initiated
to improve access to economic, educational, and cultural assistanaticially

recognized refugees, individuals under temporary and international protection, and
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Turkish citizens in Ankara. The project is designed to augment their livelihood

resources and aid their integration into the job market.
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Figure4.17. International Vocational Training Center

The center offers services in language education, vocational training, and-psycho

social support:

Language Education:The center provides ar@onth introductory Turkish course
covering the Al and A2 levels. This program is aimed at enabling individuals under
international and temporary protection to communicate with the host society,
overcoming social adaptation challesg and smoothing their transition into

working life.

Vocational Education: For occupational groups with significant employment
prospectd such as cookery, CNC machining, comptaigled design, textiles,
pastry making, and graphic desigthe center offers-&onth vocational training
courses that include both theoretical instruction and practical experience.

Psychosocial SupportRecognizing the psychological challenges faced by refugees

and migrant8 ranging from war trauma and anxiety due to adverse livangitions
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to sociocultural incompatibilities and issues related to social acceptance and
belonging in their new environmeénthe center provides psychosocial support. This
support addresses communication difficulties, low -esteem, and anger

managemengmong other issues.

As part of the research, a visit was made to the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality's
International Vocational Training Center to explore the initiatives undertaken by
local administrations for Syrians. During this visit, an interview eaaglucted with
the Director of the center, who provided insights into the center's operations and its
impact on the target populations.
fiAs UMEM, we collaborate with all institutions in this field, maintaining an
open structureGiven our outward orient@n, we work with various
institutions, including the Migration Authority, civil society, public interest
organizations such as ASAM, a healthy yefdbused approach association,
and the Turkish Red Crescekite can also provide referrals to institutions
depending on the situation and the case neéddszover, our other center in
Al t é (Sdppdrt Center for Women and Young Pepplestablished
specifically to enhance access to services, maintains continuous
communication with all institutions. Consequgnt we engage in

collaborations throughout the proceéss. ¢ Didector of International
Vocational Training Centgr

During the periods when educational activities were halted due to CQ¥|We
initiated employmenfocused activities under the name oftré®gthening the
Transition to Work Program." Following this initiative, the WidBksed Learning
program ( KkMEP) was | aunched in coopera

Organization (ILO), which will be discussed in more datathe nexipart below.

4.2.1.3 The Work-Based LearningProgram (  KMEEP) - Ankara
Metropolitan Municipality & UNHCR

The I KkMEP (Supporting Decent Work Opport
Protection and Turkish Citizens) program operates under the umbrella of the ILO

T¢r ki yeReOfufgiecee Support Progr am., It i's co
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Office in partnership with the Ministry of Labor and Social Security General
Directorate of the International Labor Force and is financed by the Federal Republic
of Germany through the KW Dev@ment Bank. The program's primary aim is to
provide vocational training and facilitate registered employment opportunities for
job seekers, simultaneously enabling employers to access a more skilled

workforce?8

| Implemented by the Ankara MetropoltanMure i pal ity (ABB) in Ankar
focuses on delivering technical and vocational training to employees at their places
of work as well as at the International Vocational Training Center. Participants are

eligible to engage in the program for a durationiohsonths.

|l Kk MEP's objective is to equally benefit Turl
of approximately 2000 individuals. Among these beneficiaries, 30% are intended to

be women, and 5% are individuals with disabilities. The program struadtocates

90% of the training time to ethe-job learning experiences, complemented by 10%

off-the-job training, ensuring a comprehensive learning and development journey for

each participant over the smonth period.

26 Fpr more detailed information, sdstps://www.ilo.org/ankara/areas-work/covid
19/WCMS_818213/langtr/index.htmAccessed: 09.08.2013
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Figure418 Kk mep pr oj ect

The | KMEP program provides several for ms

of the vocational training and employment opportunities it offéosthly wage

support for each participant, Social security premiuppstt for each participant,
Additional support for women and individuals with disabilities., Childcare services
support for female beneficiaries, and Work permit fee support for Syrian
participants’ These supports are designed to remove barriers toipatibn and

empl oyment , ensuring that the benefici
necessary resources and opportunities to successfully integrate into the workforce

and contribute positively to their communities.

4.2.2 Al téndaj Municipality

The Al t ea,dasfing 4791 tSyrians under temporary protection status,
holds a significant position in Ankara for having the largest Syrian population. The

approaches, policies, and practices of

27 For more detailed information sképs://www.ilo.org/iwcmsp5/groups/publiefeurope/--ro-
geneval--ilo-ankara/documentafplication/wcms_864166.pdccessed date: 13.08.2013
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urban refugees are theoe¢ of paramount importance. The latest activity report from

the municipality in 2022 outlines its mission as follows:

"To create a distinctive district that engages in governance alongside its
people, cherishes the individual in harmony with the essehteartfelt
municipality, safeguards cultural, historical, and environmental values, and
adopts smart city applications."”

Its vision isarticulated as

"To emerge as a hub for tourism, art, and commerce, driving local
development by showcasing italtural and historical heritage, adhering to
the principles of transparency, accountability, and inclusivity, enhancing the
quality of life, and ensuring the welleing and happiness of its residents."”

Within the Basic Policies and Priorities section, #iatement "Creating social
projects and continuing efforts to increase the quality of life andhedtig of poor

and needy citizens and disadvantaged groups" employs the term "citizens"; however,
the phrase "disadvantaged groups" offers a potential avenencompass urban

refugees within its scope, despite the initial reference to "citizens."

Although it is crucial to highlight the presence of refugees among the disadvantaged
groups, labeling the fact that these refugees live intensively within thiztdest a

weakness, as mentioned in the weaknesses of 2022, is also notéorthy.
In the Recommendations ancelbkures section, the statements

"Continuing the urban renewal efforts and meeting the local and common
infrastructure needs of our citizens in thstrict,"

And

"Developing investments and projects that will enhance the quality of life for
individuals such as the disabled, patients, elderly, those with special needs,
as well as women, youth, and children, increasing their utilization of local

28 For more detailed information see,
https://www.altindag.bel.tr/client/webs/altindag.bel/docs/treeffati023.pdf(Accessed date:
10.10.2023
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senices to the maximum level, allowing all citizens to participate in social
life in all areas and contribute to social and economic life,"

The exclusion of refugees from the categorization of "citizens" in discussions about
disadvantaged groups presents p gaaligning with the theoretical framework of
urban rights and urban citizenship, as well as in adopting an inclusive municipal
approach. This oversight underscores a need for a broader understanding and

application of inclusivity within municipal polies and practices.

Information sourced from the internet indicates that migrants have been recognized

as one of the disadvantaged groups in th
emphasizing the importance of encouraging active societal particigetiong these

groups. The inclusion of benefits for migrants within the support offered to
underprivileged groups is a positive step. In 2018, the municipality provided food
vouchers, goods, clothing, wheelchairs, and medical supplies to needy refugee
families. Additionally, more than 100 refugee women received Turkish language
training at the Women's Education and Culture Centers of the Directorate of Culture

and Social Affairs, benefiting 500 refugee women in total. Psgcl@al support

was also extended aid women's if@gration into society.

Given the high concentration of Syrians residing in informal settlements within
Alténdaj Municipality's jurisdiction, ur
significant challenges. In response to laeslctions, it is now suggested that social
support previously conducted by Al-téendaj
governmental organizations (NGOs). The lack of specific legislation and limited
administrative capacity are identified as major abl&ts to effectively managing

mass migration, indicating a critical area for policy development and capacity

building to ensure the successful integration and support of migrant populations.

The "Strengthening Economic Opportunities for Syrians under Tempo
Protection and Turkish Citizens in Selected LocalitigSraftsheroes” project is a
significant initiative involving Alténda

World Bank with financial backing from the European Union, the project
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collaborats wi t h t he Ankara Chamber of Commer ce

Municipality, the Joon Social Initiative, Station TEDU, and SGBBAM. Its
primary goal is to enhance the entrepreneurship and professional skills of Turkish
and Syrian women, ease their intgon into the business world, and foster business
partnerships to boost the beneficiaries’ economic capabilities and establish

sustainable business models.

However, an interview with a representative from the Directorate of Culture and
Social Affairs ofthe Municipality revealed that, particularly following the incidents

in Alténdaj, there has been a cautious
Syrians to mitigate potential backlash from the local community. It was noted that
any ongoing projds or activities continue to be implemented discreetly, with a
deliberate effort to minimize public visibility and prevent negative reactions from
the local population. This strategy underscores the challenges faced in balancing the
provision of support toefugees and migrants with the sensitivities and perceptions

of the host community, highlighting the complexities involved in fostering inclusive

development and integration in a tense social context.

fiCurrently, we need to proceed more cautiously inveark with refugees,
especially in the Alténdaj area, as
instance, we were conducting a project with ASAM, then we paused, and
after two years, we are considering resumirapdthenwaiting again. This

is becaise we are very well aware of the reactions fromlabel peoplen

the area. Thereforéhere isno point in triggering or inflaming the situation.

We are trying to provide support from behind the scenes as mpolssible

We did not publicize the prevous projects extensivel
exampl e, i ntegration activities with

Women's Centebut did notreceive much media attention. This is because,
foll owing the incident s .itlisengitivaadch daj ,
not very welcoming. So, at the moment, we are providing support to a
minimal extent." (L7- Coordinator of the Women's Education and

Cul ture Unit, Alténdaj Municipality)
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The detailed transcripts and findings of the interviews conducibdtine officials
from Ankara Metropolitan Municipality anc

in the following section within the scope of the tlses

4.2.3 Séhhat -Ektenged )Migrant Health Center

The SIHHAT Project, established through agreement between the European

Uni on and the Ministry of Health of the
most expansive and significant collaborative initiative in the realm of hesdéted

migration management. Funded by the European Unionrmapkkmented by the

Turkish Ministry of Health, the "Improving the Health Status of Syrians under
Temporary Protection and the Relevant Services Provided by the Republic of
T¢e¢rkiye” (SI HHAT) Project has facilitate

Protect on in T¢rkiye to primary and secondar

As part of the SIHHAT Project, Migration Health Centers have been developed
across T¢rkiye. This expansion includes
medical equipment fgorimary and secondary healthcare facilities, and initiatives to
provide vaccines and vitamins. The establishment of 181 Migration Health Centers

and 10 Community Mental Health Centers across 29 provinces with migrant
populations, coupled with the emplognt of nearly 4,000 healthcare professionals

in these centers, ensures the ongoing addressal of migraaitis'ieeds. According

to Table4.3 there aresight Migration Health Center® Ankarg one of which

functions as an Extered Migration Health Centgillustrating the project's reach and

impact within the city.
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Table4.3 Migration Health Centers in Ankara

Location Name of the Center

District - Neighborhood
1 Al t é&Adejndalj Al emdaj Mi Cerdent He a
2 Al t &Bdapénar Babé kEténdedVigrant Health Center
3 Yenimahalle Y e ki | e Yenimahalle Mgrant Health Center No. 2
4 Pol-ktelné epe Polatl e Migrant Hea
5 Beypakuwrrtéeul uk Beypazar é Migrant H
6 Sincan Plevne Sincan Migrant Health Center
7 Ke-i-%Yree&n | © 2z Ke-i°ren Migrant He
8 Mamak Kartaltepe Mamak Migrant Health Center

As part of the field research, sestructured interviews were carried out with
healthcare professionals atthe Bdbi f a Enhanced Migrant Health
in the Bakpénar neighborhood of Alteéndaj di
population. The interviewees included a Syrian doctor, two interpreters, and a
Turkish nurse. Additionally, a structured intesw was conducted with a social
wor ker at t he Al emdaj Mi gr ant Heal t h Educ
neighborhood of Alténdaj. The soci al wor ker
framework of the Séhhat Project:

AiThe Séhhat project began as an initiat.i

workers into the Turkish healthcare system. Syrian doctors who have

received their training in the SyriagHC andare working in theeEMHC

cannot provide medical care to Turkish indwals unless they obtain

equivalence. The goal is to employ qualified individuals from the refugee

population to serve their community. To become a part of the Turkish

healthcare system, they must either pass the equivalence examination or

attend a medicakchool InT ¢ r k Dtheewise, they remain healthcare
professionals exclusively serving Syrian patientis6)
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Figure4.19. Al emd aj Mi gr ant H eéa | kEXtEralede Midramtr and
Health Center bcated intheA |l t éDidsatjr i ct ( Aut hor déds archiwv

Based on the information gathered from the interviews, Migration Health Education
Centers exist in four <cities across T¢rk
Unique to the Migration Health Educat Centers, Syrian doctors undergo a training

process led by Turkish doctors, followed by an examination. Those who are deemed
suitable through this process are then distributed to various Migration Health Centers

using a lottery method. The upcoming s&tiwill delve into detailed findings from

these ingrviews

4.2.4 Social Cohesion and Life Training (SUYE) ProgramPublic

Education CentreAl t énd aj

Under a collaboration protocol signed between the Directorate General of Migration
Management, underti ni stry of I nterior Affairs of
the Directorate General for Lifelong Learning, under the Ministry of National
Education, as per Law No. 6458 on Foreigners and International Protection, the

Social Adaptation and Life Educatiorrdgram was established. This program,

| aunched as a pilot in Istanbul, Or du, a
social, economic, and cultural integration of foreigners under temporary and

international protecti ong refugeesl gspdcially e . Sp
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Syrians under temporary protection, the program aims to ease their adaptation to
social, economic, and cultural life, thereby fostering strotige between host and

refugee?®

Participants of the-8our Social Cohesion and Life Edimn program receive a

certificate upon completion. The program covers education on eight different topics,

each allocated to one hour of the program. These subjects are designed to provide a
comprehensive understanding of various aspects critical totégration and well

being of immigrants in T¢grkiye, contributin

society.

AT ¢ r KsiCylwral Structure, Traditions and Customs
A Rights and Obligations

A Ilnformation on Soci al Life
A Educat i oQppodunies He al t h

ACivil Law

A Legal I ssues

A Access to Livelihoods

A Useful I nformation

The Social Cohesion and Life Education (SUYE) program is set to expand across all
provinces of Terkiye, with the intention o
Syriansunder temporary protection aged betweet638or a certain period. As part

of this initiative, the training certificate awarded to participants will eventually

become a prerequisite for various administrative processes, including obtaining a

driving licerse, address registration, and updating identity information. The

program'’s curriculum is designed to cover essential topics such as understanding

2% For more detailed information sképs://sgdd.org.tr/en/proje/sociehesiorandlife-trainings
programme(Accessed dat@9.10.2023
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rights and responsibilities, accessing healthcare services, leveraging educational
opportunities, and gainingr act i c all information for | ivi
it aims to familiarize participants with Turkish culture, traditions, customs, and social

life, as well as provide information on livelihood access and services related to

family, women, and chil@m.*°

Al t éndaj Public : BEHueadapn PCbhtce Educati
collaboration with the Directorate of Mi
Education Centre has been offering Social Cohesion and Life courses specifically
tailored for Syrims resi ding in Alténdaj. Given it
hi ghest concentration of Syrian resident
(SUYE) has become the most frequented venue for attending these courses.
Consequently, during the field es=rch, a sernmstructured interview was conducted

with the Deputy Director of Al téndaj Pu
revealed that the center offers a variety of courses aimed at professional development

and integration, including A1 A2 Turkish lgmage courses for foreigners, as well as
vocational training programs like dry cleaning, assistant cook, and pastry apprentice

courses. The Director of the Public Education Center stated:

fWhen twelve people gather in line with the demands, the clageised

and teachers are assigned. In addition, requests may come from some
institutions and organizationsuch as the SyriaRriendship Associatign
vocational training centerand municipalities. Sometimghere are projects
between international orgamtions and municipalitiegnd we also provide
teacher supporEor example, in the UMEM project by Ankara Metropolitan
Municipality with UNHCR, they demanded teachers from us, and UNHCR
funded them for vocational training and language courses. In@uditom

time to time, we may have language and vocational training protocols with
the UNO

30 For more detailed information sképs://hayatadestek.online/duyurular/sosyalmve-yasam
egitimi-nedir/ (Accessedate: 10.10.2023)
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This chapter has offered a comprehensive overview of the case study area where the
thesis research is undertaken. It has also highlighted the local actors wipovbtale

roles within the research area and their associated projects. The forthcoming chapters
will delve deeply into the findings and conclusions drawn from the empirical
research, structured according to the Hierarchy of Inclusive Urban Citizens' Needs.
This framework will serve to analyze the data collected, emphasizing the intersection
of urban planning, migration management, and the integration of refugees into urban
life. Through this structured approach, the thesis aims to contribute valuablesinsight
into the complexities of creating inclusive urban environments that accommodate the
diverse needs of all residents, including those under temporary protection and the

local community.
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CHAPTER 5

FINDINGS & RESULTS & ASSESSMENTS

Within this thesisdata collected from field research has been meticulously analyzed

across eight principal categories. The presentation begins with demographic
findings, followed by data derived from interviews and questionnaires. This

information is organized in accordangih the levels of the inclusive urban citizei®

needshierarchy, which includes:

Meeting theBasic NeedsExamining how Syrians under temporary protection

access essential services and resources necessary for daily living.

Use of Urban Space and AccessUrban ServicesExploring the extent to which

Syrians can utilize urban spaces and services, contributing to their quality of life.

Sense ofBelonging and Place Attachmeninvestigating the emotional and

psychological connections Syrians develop witheithurban environment,

influencing their sense of identity and community.

Production and Appropriation of Spadnalyzing how Syrians contribute to and

personalize urban spaces, reflecting their cultural identity and social needs.

Active ParticipationAssessing the involvement of Syrians in civic life and decision

making processes, enhancing their agency and representation in urban development.

The discussion will then shift to migration and mobility patterns, including location
selection strategies @yrians, providing insights into their settlement preferences

and movements within urban contexts.

The concluding sections will delve into the mobility patterns prompted by urban

transformation projects since 2013 and the Combating Spatial Concentraject.P

These discussions wil/ particularly focu:

195



their effects on the emplacement processes of Syrians, highlighting the dynamic

nature of their integration and settlement within urban spaces.

At the chapter's eh) a comprehensive summary of the findings will be presented,
offering an evaluation of the evolving emplacement processes of Syrians over time,
grounded in the empirical evidence gathered. This analysis aims to shed light on the
complex interplay betweemrban planning, migration, and social integration,
contributing to a deeper understanding of how urban environments can be shaped to
accommodate and support the needs of all residents, including those under temporary
protection.

Within the scope of thehesis, data obtained from field research has been analyzed
under eight main headings. Following the presentation of demographic findings, the
data from interviews and questionnaires will be presented according to the levels of
the inclusive urban citizenidrarchy, encompassing accesd#sic needs, use of
urban space aratcess to urban services, a sense of belonging and place attachment,
production and appropriation of space, and active participation. Subsequently, the
migration andmobility patterns andbcation selection strategies of Syrians will be
discussed.

In the final section, attention will be focused on findings about the mobility patterns

that have emerged due to the urban transformairoject since 201&nd the
Combating Spatial Concentathn Pr oj ect , particularly as a
incidents and their impact on the emplacement processes of Syrians. At the end of

the chapter, the findings will be summarized, and an evaluation will be made
regarding the changing emplacement proeess Syrians over timbased on the

findings.
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5.1 Profile and Demographic Characteristics of Syrian Participants

Table5.1. The legalstatusof Syrian Participants

Frequency Percent
Temporary 153 90,0
ProtectionStatus

Citizenship 17 10,0

Total 170 100,0

As of December 31, 2021, the majority of
93%, are under Temporary Protection status. Additionally, 104,000 Syrians are
residing i n T¢peknitsyirdicating & diversecagay af legalstatuses

among the Syrian population in the country. Furthermore, since 2017, there has been

a notable increase in the number of Syrians under Temporary Protection who have
been granted Turkish citizenship. Irstatement made by the Minister of Interior

during a television program on April 15, 2023, it was revealed that Turkish
citizenship has been conferred upon 230,998 Syrians. This group includes 130,914
adults and 100,084 children, highlighting a significgtep towards integrating some

members of the Syrian community into the Turkish societal fabric more permanently.
This development reflects T¢rkivytammhs evol
presence of Syrians within its borders, balancing betweenotamypprotection,

residency, and the granting of citizenship.
The acquisition of Turkish citizenship by SyriansTirg, r kis cgreed out through

the "exceptional citizenship" pathway. The procedural requirements for exceptional

citizenship, as outlinedhiArticle 12 of the Turkish Citizenship Law, are as follows:
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fi'National security and public order conditions notwithstanding, foreigners
listed below may acquire Turkish citizenship with the proposal of the
Ministry and the decision of the Council Ministers.

Individuals who have brought industrial facilitiesi;, r kor hgve rendered

or are expected to render extraordinary service in the fields of science,
technology, economics, social affairs, sports, culture, and the arts, as
evidenced byeasoned proposals from relevant ministries.

Individuals holding residence permits under the first paragraph of Article
31(j) of Law No. 6458 on Foreigners and International Protection, dated April
4, 2013, and Turquoise Card holders, along with theiidarepouses and
their noradult or dependent foreign children. Persons deemed essential for
naturalization." (Erdojan, 2022

As indicated in Table B, the majority of the surveyed Syrians, 90%, are under

temporary protection status, with a smaller frattil0%, having secured Turkish

citizenship. An opinion leader, actively engaged in volunteer work at the refugee

office, noted during interviews that those Syrians who have been granted citizenship,

particularly university graduates and skilled individyalnderwent a scrutinized

process. This process involved submitting their graduation diplomas and validating

their professional qualifications as part of the criteria for exceptional citizenship.

During the interviews, participants who had acquired Turkigizenship shared

insights into their experiences of the exceptional citizenship process with statements

such as:

"They reached out to me due to my background as a mechanical engineer and
designer, asking about my professional qualifications. | condirtinat | had

the necessary professional documents. Afterwards, they provided me with
identification that confirmed my citizenship. As a Turkish citizen, | am now
keen to contribute to the reconstruction efforts in Syria. My goal is to take all
the innovatbns and initiatives | am part of here and bring them back to Syria
as a Turkish contribution once the conflict is resolved in the fut(®4)'
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"T¢rkiye conducts thorough investigat
to society, educated, and can prout, they are granted exceptional
citizenship. The process started in 2015, and the first exceptional citizenships

were awarded in 2018. Being an architect, | was among the first to be granted
citizenship."(S20)

Furthermore, during Haepth interviews r@d survey applications in the field
research, participants expressed dissatisfaction and various criticisms regarding the
"Temporary Protection Status." One participant stated, "Due to the Temporary
Protection status, it is unclear what will happen tonuthe future, and how are we
expected to adapt in this way." Another participant expressed frustration about the
ongoing Temporary Protection status, stating, "It's been 11 years, and we are still
under temporary protection. Our relatives in Europe haveady obtained
citizenship; we have been here for 12 years, and we are still under temporary
protection (S22)," conveying their discomfort with the continued temporary nature
of their status in the countrome participants also expressed their desigssdang

acquiring citzenship in the following manner:

"l would definitely like to obtain citizenship as it would make me feel more
secure. | wish to have a voice, allowing me to express my opinions and
intervene in matters(S9)

"I would love to acquire citizenship. My cousin is about to receive it soon,
and | hope | can obtain it too. If Syrians are granted citizenship, many
problems will be resolved. For instance, we have been here for 10 years, and
even if the war in Syria endeeturning is not easy. Therefore, if citizenship
were granted, and we were all considered Turkish, many of our problems
would be alleviated.(S10)
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Table5.2. Profile and Demographic CharacteristicsSeffSettledSyrian

FEMALE MALE
Frequency | Percentage% | Frequency | Percentage%o
Gender 84 49.4 % 86 50,6 %
- Residence 62 74 % 10 12 %
£ S | Workplace 11 13 % 67 78 %
& = | Outdoor 11 13 % 9 10 %
18-24 9 11 % 17 20 %
_ 2534 31 37 % 28 3%
23544 17 20 % 21 24 %
2 | 45-54 21 25 % 6 7%
< g 55-64 5 6 % 11 13 &
<R |65+ 1 1% 3 3%
Married 69 82 % 60 70 %
_ Single 7 8 % 24 28 %
= £ | Divorced 4 5% 2 2%
S & [Widowed 4 5% 0 0%
- Childless 8 9 % 27 31 %
; g | 1-2 Children 21 25 % 19 22 %
£ £ | 3-5 Children 40 48 % 31 36 %
Z O [ 6+ Children 15 18 % 9 11 %
= Literate 9 11 % 5 6 %
5 Primary School 26 31 % 12 14 %
E z Secondary School 25 30 % 40 47 %
= & | High School 16 19 % 21 24 %
M © | Graduate + 8 9% 8 9%
o | Yes 19 23 % 32 49 %
Z E No 26 31 % 12 37 %
=
E & | Average 39 46 % 42 14 %
Employed 18 21 % 78 91 %
Unemployed 66 79 % 8 9 %

During the research, a concerted effort was made to ensure gender equality among
participants. As a result, the questionnaire saw a balanced distribution, with 49.4%
of responses from femaparticipants and 50.6% from male participants.
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There were noticeable differences in the locations chosen for conducting-gender
specific surveys, attributed to the sociological characteristics of the participant
community and the comparatively lower pagation of Syrian women in the
workforce. To achieve a balanced number of female participants, surveys were
primarily conducted in residential settings. On the other hand, male participants were
more frequently approached in their places of work. Accorttirige data presented

in the figure, a significant majority of female participants (73.81%) were interviewed
and completed surveys at home. Meanwhile, a majority of male participants
(77.91%) participated in interviews and surveys at their workplat@éss
methodological approach not only ensured gender balance in the study's participant
sample but also took into account the cultural and social dynamics that influence the
participation of Syrian men and women in different spheres of public and private

life.

Table5.3 The locations in which the participants reside

Frequency Percento
Alténdag Cor 88 51,8
Alténdag Ot 56 32,9
Mamak 26 15,3
Total 170 100,0

The majority of the study’sarticipants, accounting for 51.8%, are residents of the

Battalgazi, Ul ubey, and ¥nder nei ghbor hi
known as the Alténdaj <core. Anot her sign
ot her neighbor hoohsa wartihmanr yAl d cemadearjt, r ami it
Beki kkaya. The remaining 15.5% of ©partic
border the Mamak District, adjacent to A
zone in Siteler. The inclusion of participaftsm the Mamak District in the sample

was due either to their employment in Al

Alténdaj core neighborhoods. This distri
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underscores the geographical focus of theamebeand reflects the demographic

makeup and migration patterns of Syrians wi

Ulubey
0 K SIN%

my RS NJ

el

. | 6 LIPy | Rgftalgazi
2% 16%

Ulubey my RS NJ Battalgazi PO LIPY NI
. SOAT ] =¥l NI LINNME§ |0 PY RI=Marflalt K S NK

Figure5.1. The neighborhoods in which the participants reside

The concentration of Syrian migrants in spe
district has been a focal point of discussion durindgapth interviews conducted

with an authorized spokesperson (L3) from the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality

and themukhtar (M3) of the Battalgazi Neighborhood. Their insights reveal the

dynamics influencing the settlement patterns of Syrian migrants within the district:

"If your project targets immigrants, locations with significant immigrant

popul ations, ] saokh asj &Acte@indaei ghbor hood:
become crucial points of acceddeighborhoodd i ke Ul ubey and ¥nd
exhibit distinct clustering, a natural phenomenon. International literature and

research often emphasize individuals' tendency to gravitate dsvilaeir

workplace, immediate social circles, relatives, or those from a similar cultural

background to establish a sense of familiarity. This pattern is observable in

these areas. Essentially, the choices of these individuals regarding their

locations areinfluenced by economic, social, and cultural factors. While

these distinctionare notalways cleaicut, regional dispersion isevitable"

(L3)
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After the incident i n-5090ind&idudlasettiedappr o>
in the Battalgazi neighborhood The nei ghbor hoods of Al
merged to form the Battalgazi neighborhood, consolidating during the 2019

local elections. However, a significant proportion of Syrianmparedo the

Turkish populations t i | | reside in t hberho&%s,der an
where the Turkish population is relatively smaller. For instance, out of
¥nder's 5,000 resident s, 1,000 are Tu
Syrian. In contrast, there is a higher population of Turkish residents in the
Battalgazi neighbdrood. Nevertheless, a decrease in the Syrian population

across all neighborhoods has been noted due to the assimilation gMg)."

The age distribution of participants, when analyzed by gender, reveals a youthful
demographic for both females and malesh a significant concentration in the-25

34 age range. This age group predominance suggests that the participant pool is
relatively young, which could have implications for their adaptability, employment

opportunities, and integration processes withiliost community.

In attempting to gauge participants' proficiency in Turkish, theirasd&ssments
were taken into account. To the question, "How well do you know Turkish?" 11.18%
of women and 18.82% of men indicated that they have knowledge laintipeage.
The observed lower proficiency in Turkish among women, as discussedeptin
interviews with participants, can be attributed to several factors that were highlighted
during these conversations. These discussions aimed to uncover the underlying
reasons for this discrepancy in language skills between genders, considering the
critical role language proficiency plays in social integration, access to services, and
overall quality of life in the host country.
fiWomen normally know less Turkish tharembecause they do not go to
schoolor leavethe house much. They only learn from us if their neighborly

relations are good. For example, those who can go to language courses learn.
(T4)

A L a n g baaigres the language problem, especially for women and
children. Because men can learn Turkish practically because of their
workplace and working lifé.(N4)

fiThe level of Turkish proficiency of Syriansdeficient Of course, we can
say that it is better than before, busistill around twenty perceit(N6)
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Most participants indicating an "intermediate level" of Turkish proficiency were

found to have a basic understanding of the language but were unable to speak it

fluently. Furthermore, it was observed that proficiency in Turkish inversely

correlates wit age and directly correlates with the level of education. The Lifelong
Learning General Directorate of the Ministr.\
various courses for Syrians, including general education, vocational training,

Turkish language cages, and literacy courses, mainly conducted through public

education centers. The 2021 Monitoring and Evaluation Report from the General

Directorate revealed that 1,487,000 Syrians have participated in these courses, with

women constituting 59% (877,00@)nd men 41% of the particip
2022).

Despite the availability of numerous educational and language courses provided by
NGOs and under lifelong learning protocols, a Syrian opinion leader expressed
concerns about the effectiveness of the Turleshguage education offered:
"Education up to Al and A2 levels cannot suffice for learning Turkish; this is true
not just for Syrians but for anyone attempting to learn a foreign language with only
two courses." Interviewees highlighted that migrants fetalenges in learning
Turkish if they cannot practice the language in their daily lives, live in insular and
clustered communities, or have limited interactions with Turkish speakers. This
suggests that beyond formal education, practical engagement @axebisocial
integration are crucial for effectively learning and using the Turkish language.

"The level of Turkish proficiency among Syrians remains notably low.

Although there haseen improvement compared to the past, it still hovers
around twenty pereg." (N6)

ALIi felong | earning is a Turkish educatic
courses are given only for this reasanis insufficient. That iswhy we

requestedrom our deputy governor on immigration to provide language

courses up to B1 B2 level. Decision managersafreourse, buthey must

find finance. Since we are talking about four and a half million people, a

serious budd9 is required. o
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"Syrians pedominantly converse in Arabic, largely due to living in clesed
off communities that isolate them from broader society. This isolation
inhibits their ability to learn and practice the Turkish langua@¢5)

"The primary issue lies in their limited graspTurkish despite the courses
and training they receive. For instance, while children attend school, their
parents undergoing an eigfbur course often results in mere documentation
without substantial progress. In the absence of meaningful interacttbn a
friendships with Turkish individuals, practicing the language becomes
challenging, rendering the learning process ineffective. Consequently, the
prescribed Al and A2 proficiency rates are insufficief@20

Of ficials from t hen Qehtér @davadabgerveR thét imigrantsE d u ¢ a
who voluntarily attend Turkish language courses and demonstrate a genuine desire

to learn the language tend to successfully acquire it. This success is attributed to the
learners' motivation and commitment to integrgtmore fully into Turkish society

by overcoming language barriers. Conversely, it was noted that individuals who
participate in these courses primarily to obtain a certificatiten motivated by
requirements for employment or accessing various forms istass® frequently

do not achieve effective language acquisition.

"Voluntary migrant participants demonstrate a willing and dedicated attitude
towards learning Turkish. However, those enticed by financial incentives
provided by the project's organizingstitutions lack a genuine intent to learn.
Their sole purpose in attending is to earn money, impeding effective learning.
Conversely, although there is no specific project for Afghans, Somalis, and
Iragis, they exhibit better language acquisition as thalyngly enroll in
courses for their own learning purposes. Upancessfully completing our
courses, we issue each participant a National Ministry of Edueagiproved
certificate For instance, Syrians typically join the progrdam obtaina
certificate especially when an employer requests a Turkish language
certification for employment purposegN5)

205



65+years _'I_,
55-64 years l—-—,
.
45-54 years | . ,
35-44 years m ,
25-34 years —_——

18-24 years ' ] 1
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18-24 years 25-34 years 35-44 years 45-54 years 55-64 years 65+years
Widowed 0 0 0 3 0 1
Divorced 0 2 2 2 0 0
Single 19 7 2 1 2 0
Married 7 50 34 21 14 3

Widowed m Divorced m Single m Married

Figure5.2. The Distribution of marital statuses by age

The majority of Syrian participants in teidy are married individuals aged between

25 and 44. While the distribution table of marital status by gender indicates a

relatively low percentage of divorced individuals, ardepth inerview with the

pr esi de n associdtion reyealddeamotewortrend: a recent increase in the

divorce rate among Syrian women. This observation suggests underlying challenges

and changes within the Syrian community 1in

economic pressures, cultural adaptation processes, atgigtigmily dynamics.

"The divorce rate among women has experienced a notable increase.
However, the crucial aspect lies in understanding the reason behind their
decision to seek a divorce. It's vital to discern between divorcing to become
more empowered or falling under th@action of another man. Regrettably,
among roughly six thousand cases, | have encountered only two or three
instances of empowered women who autonomously opted for divorce. These
women are typically individuals proficient in the Turkish language and have
achieved financial independence. The rise in divorce rates primarily stems
from adverse circumstances. For instance, some men abandon their wives and
children, either relocating abroad or returning to Sy(id6)
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The general educational status of Syriem$ ¢ r kis grueial both for integration

and contribution to society and for the enrollment of sclag@ children. Limited

available data on this matter indicates that Syrians have an education level
significantly below the Turkish average. This sitoa has direct implications for

both the education and integration proce
educational statuses of participants based on gender, it is observed that women and

men are predominantly (38.2%) middle school graduatesitidally, the literacy

and primary school graduation rates are higher for women. Looking at the middle

school and high school graduation statuses, it is noted that men have higher education
levels. The rates of women and men with bachelor's and posttgaativecation are

equal, constituting a total of 9.4%.

60
50

ig-l—.-|.-|-r-|--'-|

Literate = Primary Seconda  High Graduat

School | ry School School e+
Temporary Protection Status 12 37 60 33 11
Citizenship 2 1 5 4 5

Temporary Protection Status m Citizenship

Figure5.3. Distribution of Legal Status by Education Level

The analysis of education levels among Syrians in relation to their legal status reveals
a significant trend: individuals possessing an education level of middle school and
above are more likely to be granted citizenship. Of the 16 participants in the study
who have achieved a bachelor's or postgraduate level of education, 5 have been
granted dizenship through exceptional citizenship processes. In contrast, the

remaining 11 participants continue to hold temporary protection status. This pattern
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suggests that higher education levels may play a role in the eligibility and selection
process for eseptional citizenship, underscoring the value placed on educational
attainment in the context of integrating into the host country's social and economic

fabric.

35

30

25

20 _

15 —

10 -

Literate Primary Secondary = High School Graduate+
School School
Educational status

Childless 2 5 12 14 2
1-2 children 1 7 16 14 2
3-5 children 8 17 32 5 9
6+ children 3 9 5 4 3

Childless m 1-2 children 3-5 children 6+ children

Figure5.4. Distribution of tre Number of Chdren Based on Educatioreizels

The analysis of family size in relation to education levels among the participants
reveals a notable trend: as the level of education increases, the likelihood of having
a larger number of children decreases. Specificalyp of participants who have

six or more children have education levels up to literacy and primary school
graduation. This observation suggests a correlation between educational attainment
and family planning decisions, where higher education levels aoeiated with
smaller family sizes. This trend aligns with broader demographic studies indicating
that education, particularly for women, can influence reproductive choices and

family size.
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Figure5.5. Paricipants' Distribution of CitieFhey Lived in While in Syria

An overwhelming majority of the study's participants, 89%, reported residing in
Al eppo prior to relocating to Tg¢rkiye,
Syria. This significant concentration of individuals from Aleppo is particularly
notableinbhe nei ghbor hoods of ¥nder, Ul ubey,
areas of the research. These neighborhoods have been colloquially dubbed "Little
Aleppo" due to their predominant Syrian population, specifically those originating
from Aleppo. This chaderization is supported by statements from interviewed
neighborhood headmen and opinion leaders within the community, who confirmed
that nearly all Syrian residents in these areas hail Atappo:

"Most Syrians come from Aleppo, and due to their low eooia

status, even when they were in Aleppo, they lived in urban areas

equivalent to our neighborhoods, where the -loeome group
resides. The same pattern continues in our neighbdghfM1)

fiSyrians mostly came from Aleppo and families with low ecomomi
status preferred our neighborhoad$42)
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"Some traders from Aleppo bring their families upon arriving in the
textile or furniture industry sites, leading to a clustering effect where
families, neighbors, and relatives are brought together. Moreover, the
climate in both regions is quite similaharacterized by a continental
climate. Additionally, there were established trade networks they
affiliated with. Before the war, they arrived to work as laborers
alongside acquaintances with whom they previously conducted
business. Hence, the majority Isaffom Aleppo. Furthermore, for
those arriving from Damascus, it was extremely difficult to migrate
directly from Syria tdl' ¢ r kandytleeiy only viable route was through
Homs. Consequently, many first went to Lebanon and then migrated
as immigrants to Astralia, Germany, or Canad4S19)

AAl'l of the people Iiving in Alténdaj
why this area is called Little Aleppo. For example, those who live in
Damascus are mostly in Istanbul, Mersin or abroad. Most of the
wealthy busineseen from Aleppo stayed in Gaziantep. Rich men
generally did not come td ¢ r k Folyegample, they went to Egypt
and opened large factories and esshigld businessesh@&re are many
who have established a fabric factory in Bursa among those who come
to T gkiye. People with lower income levels and less education came
to Ankara more. If you don't have money, you walk through the open
door toT ¢, r klf yguehave money, you find a way to go to Egypt or
abr o(829. o
This demographic concentration not owlyderscores the profound impact of the
Syrian conflict on the city of Aleppo and its inhabitants but also highlights the
migration patterns and communfgrmationsamong Syrian i n T ¢ r ki ye. The s
origin plays a crucial role in shaping the social i@bcultural dynamics, and
communal support systems within these neighborhoods, further emphasizing the
importance of understanding the specific needs and backgrounds of Syrian

communities for effective integration and support strategies.

During the reseah, when participants were queried about the nature of their living
environments in Syria, a significant majority, 94%, reported residing in urban areas,
while the remaining 6% indicated they lived in rural settings. Among those from
rural areas, the distution of their previous residences is as follows: 60% were from
Idlib, 20% from Aleppo, 10% from ABab, and 10% from Kobane. This data
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highlights the predominantly urban background of the Syrian participants in this

study, with a smaller segment comifigm rural regions of Syria. The diversity in

the origins of the rural participants also reflects the geographical spread of the
conflict within Syria and the varied back
Understanding these backgrounds is ciuima addressing the specific needs and

experiences of Syrian particularly iremplacement and urbaxdaptation strategies.

5% 2%
% 25%

N

5%

Family&Relatives Family&Relatives&Friends m Relatives

Relatives&Friends m Friends = None

Figureb.6. Distribution of Acquaintances Who Chose to Stay in Syria and Not Come

to Te¢rkiye

The inquiry regarding whether participants had acquaintances who chose to remain

in Syria rather than relocate to T¢rkiye
reported having no such acquaintances. A significant portion of the participants
indicated maintaining connections with individuals who stayed behind in Syria: 30%
reported that at least one family member still resides in Syria, 37% mentioned having

at least one relative there, and 17% said they have at least one friend in Syria. This

data underscores the profound and comegial ties that Syriem i n  Tg¢r ki ye
maintain with their homeland, reflecting the widespread impact of the conflict on

familial and community networks. The presence of close connections within Syria
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for a majorityof participants highlights the ongoing conte and ties that Syrian

have with their country of origin, influencing their social and emotional-behg

while abroad.
17% 1% 1% 16% % om 9%
17%
18%
53% 54%
91%
Economic Socio-Cultural Political

Very poor Paoor Average Good M Very good

Figure5.7. Participants' Prgvar Economic, Sociocultural, and Political Situations in

Syria

Participants were asked to assess thetnameeconomic, sociocultural, and political
situations using a Likert scale, ranging from very weak to very strong with five
points. In this context, 53%valuated their economic situation as average, 12% as
weak or very weak, and the remaining 35% as good or very good. During the
literature review and desktop research phase, it was observed that individuals with
an average income level, particularly inagéeavily populated by Syrians in the
Al t é distfiet,jchose to live in the case stualga. Some participants who were
satisfied with their economic situation in Syria before the war felt the need to provide
detailed explanations during the survey amtion and made the following
statements
"When we were in Syria, our economic situation was very good, and we were
content with our lives. | wasn't working, and my husband's earnings were
sufficient for us. However, upon comingTo¢, r k lihgdeo begi working
as we struggled to make ends meet. For instance, one of our children is
studying at a univer si tbothinsumikKexand b ¢ k , and
throughout the academic yearhe works in Siteler to earn his school

allowance due to our inali§i to send money to support him. In comparison
to our life in Syria, our overall quality of life has decline(62)
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"Before the war, our economic situation was quite prosperous. | never once
considered living in another country prior to the war. My plas to establish

my own architecture firm upon completing my education, but life took a
drastic turn. As the conflict erupted, my family immediately sent me to
T ¢ r kRelpaantly, | didn't wish to leave my family or homeland, but they
insisted, citing ableak future if | stayed. Upon my arrival, there was a
temporary ceasefire, offering a brief respite, yet the conflict soon reignited.”
(S21)

A participant, who mentioned having a very good income situation while in Syria,
shared the following during thesgussion on the sociocultural level:

"In Syria, our financial situation was excellent; my husband owned a factory.
Moreover, we were very active socially. | would meet with my friends several
evenings a week, and we often attended various events suchcasts and
theater performances. | had my own car, and so did my hus{84@)'
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Figure5.8. Distribution of Participants' Status of Staying in Temporary Protection

Camps and the Durations of Their Stay
When Syrians initially arrived in T¢gr ki

predominantly in camps. However, particularly from f8@iL2 onwards, as the

influx of Syrians into T¢grkiye surged, t
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Driven by their prefegnces, Syrians initially migrated to border provinces and
subsequently spread to other regions acr os:
research, a social worker at the Women and Youth Center of the Ankara

Metropolitan Municipality, who regularly interescwith Syrians, highlighted the

migration from camps to urban areas for various reasons with the following

statement:

fiPreviously, especially women, were traumatized in the camp area. | don't
know if you have researched the camps, but the camps were mmareh
troublesome areas than the cities. For this reason, they left the camp life and
started to migrate to the cities, and many camps were closed because they
were emptyd (L2-Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, Women and

Youth Centeri Social Worker)

More than 98% of Syrians in T¢rkiye are no\
country, integrating into the Turkish community as "urban refugees." When inquired

about their previous stays in camps, only 6 participants affirmed having such an
experiencewith 96% of the research participants having migrated directly to urban

areas. The notably low presence of participants with a history of camp residence in

the study area prompted a question to a key informant duringdapth interview.

It was disclosedhat Syrians with a history of living in camps typically choose to

settle in border provinces where the campdarated:

"Typically, individuals who depart from the camp tend to settle in Gaziantep
due to its weldeveloped trade opportunities anceatively lower language
barrier. They tend to migrate to border provinces like Hatay, Adana, Mersin,
and Kilis. Essentially, they display a greater inclination to establish
themselves in these cities, primarily because of the reduced language barrier
ard the availability of job opportunities(S19)

As evident from the above excerpt, due to minimal language barriers and high
commercial activities, migrants prefer settling in border provinces such as
Gaziantep, Hatay, and Mersin. Additionally, as mergeim the followingnterview
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excerpt, the B has provided oréme support for the integration of those living in

camps into urban life.
"Individuals who remain in the camp receive support from the state and
establish themselves in the nearest city to ¢henp. The support for
purchasing a house, commodities, and transportation expenses is not
provided by the state but rather by the EU as atiome assistance. As a
result, those who have become accustomed to camp lifefgears, finding
theirurbanfi est yl e reset, relocate to Urf

to Gaziantep, for instance. Their thoughts do not extend to Ankara, and they
remain unfamiliar with the social life in this new settin20)

The regulatory framework governing the empl@ym t of Syrians i
primarily based on the Temporary Protection Regulation, which was established
under the Law on Foreigners and International Protection (LFIP) on October 22,
2014, with specific details outlined in Article 29. Additionally, het elaborating

on these provisions, the "Regulation on Work Permits of Foreigners under
Temporary Protection” was enacted on January 15, 2016, specifically addressing the
empl oyment conditions of SyriaAgpoinder

released by the Ministry of Labor and Social Security in 2021 disclosed that a total

a

t

of 91,500 Syrians had been granted work

permits issued to female Syrian workers. This regulatory progress underscores
T¢r ki presto integratefSyriaminto the labor market, facilitating their access
to formal employment opportunities and contributing to their economicedahce

and societal integratioH.

The empl oyment rates among Syri eweal i n
a stark disparity: 91% of men are employed compared to only 21% of women
participating in the workforce. This data points to a significantly low rate of female

labor force participation. From the survey findings, it is noted that women who are

31 For more information, sefettps://multeciler.org.tr/turkiyedelduriyeli-sayisi/(Accessed date:
10.09.2023)
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employed tend to work primarily in textile workshops. Additionally, some have
found employment in a chair production workshop operated by a Syrian
entrepreneur, fulfilling overseas orders, while two individuals are employed as
health officers or irdrpreters irhealthcare center3he issue of low employment
rates among women was explored throughdepth interviews, with insights from
opinion leaders and Turks closely connected to the Syrian community being

particularly illuminating:

fiThe employment rate favomen in Syria before the war was around 35%.
This figure was influenced by societal norms that often saw husbands
preferring their wives not to work pestarriage. As a result, many women
grew accustomed to the notion that their primary roles were tdfaatiee
children, nurture them, and oversee their education, rather than seek
employment. In cases where men earned substantial incomes, they were able
to provide their wives with a comfortable lifestyle. Consequently, women
were generally reluctant todee this comfort to entené workforced (S19)

"The employment rate among Syrian women is significantly low, except for

those who are either without a husband or have a sick spouse. In other words,

| haven't observed many women engaged in work among ¥n@nS

community. There might be a few young girls working in local hairdressing

salons around the Ul ubey and ¥nder neighl
in hospitals, but these instances are rather exceptional. The number of female

employees at the worites is very limited, typically found in only one or

two workshops.'(T1)

"It would be accurate to say that the employment rate among Syrian women
is approximately one in a thousand. This happens when they have lost their
spouse or if their husbands aneable to work. Essentially, they tend not to
work unless it becomes a necessity. This is due to their adherence to sharia
beliefs, which oppose the idea of women working, deemed inappropriate by
men. While the women might desire to work if given the ohloibeir
husbands do not permit it((T2)

"Traditionally, women in Syria didn't engage in employment, but upon
arriving inT ¢ r k someehave begun working, albeit in smaller numbers.
This situation helps female employees to enhance their Turkish language
skills." (T4)
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Figure5.9. Distribution of Occupation in Syria by Legal Status

When analyzing the professions of Syrian participants in Syria by their legal statuses,
it becomes evident that professi@gh as engineers, healthcare workers, students,
and educators are notably prominent among those who have acquired citizenship.
This trend suggests that the process of obtaining Turkish citizenship is comparatively
smoother for individuals with higher qufedations and universityevel education,
especially under the provisions for exceptional citizenship. Among the 17
individuals who gained citizenship, which includes three engineers, one artist, four
students, one teacher, one healthcare worker, anthdoe a significant portion,

65%, hold a university degree. Furthermore, it has been noted that housewives have
also acquired citizenship, attributed to their spouses' status and falling under the

exceptional citizenship category.

217



Bl m2 w3 m4 m5 u6 m7 m8 m9 mPart-time

Figure5.10. Distribution of Participants’ Annual Work Durations

Additionally, examining the tenure of participants at their most recent places of

employment reveals that over 54% have been with the same employer for five years

or more. This statistic indicates a substantial degree of workforce integration,

suggesting that a majority of the participants have established stable employment
relationships in T¢rkiye. Tholinegragignafbi | ity no
Syriars into the Turkish labor market but also highlights the potential fortemy

contributions to the local economy and society by these individuals.

218



70

60
50
40
30
20
10 I —
O I - ’ ﬂ v - ﬂ v — v e l = '
>3 N > 2 N S e )
@ & O o D NS N N &
$¢ S 3 «© & & ES <& &
N Q > N RY R
%o « 5O K2
N <&
Q¥ N

Female m Male

Figure5.11. Distribution of Employment Sector yender

When assessing employment sectors by gender among participants, it is noted that
men are predominantly employed in the furniture sector, accounting for 62% of male
employment, whereas women are primarily found in the furniture, textile, and health
sectors, with 78% of employed women working in these fielddefsth interviews

shed light on a significant number of women working in the furniture sector,
particularly in a chair workshop established by a Syrian female entrepreneur. This

entrepreneur gired her journey into chair production:

AThrough a WhatsApp group, | discovered that the IMDAD association had
launched a chair production project in collaboration with the Presidency of
Religious Affairs, aimed at providing employment opportunitiesiieabled
individuals in mosques. When the demand from disabled citizens proved
insufficient, they extended the opportunity to more participants from the
WhatsApp group. | seized the chance and joined the training program,
considering it an ideal job for mafter a 1.5month training period where |
honed my skills in the craft, | started working. Now, I've advanced to creating
chair models. Our workshop takes orders for pieces that are shipped to
America, England, and Germany. Initially, we rented a snpats in the
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Bakpénar neighborhood. The aroma of
curiosity of local women, leading to their interest in our work. Seeing this as
an opportunity, Syrian women in need approached us to join our team,
thereby forming our wdiforce. We operate on a piecework basis, calling on
women to work according to seniority as required, which allows them to work
patt i m&5) o

Additionally, another Syrian participant shared their thoughts during the interviews
regarding the employmestatus of women and the sectors in which they work as
follows:

fiThe employment rate among Syrian women is significantly low, with the

exception being those who are widowed or have an ill spouse. In essence, I've
noticed a limited presence of Syrian womarthe workforce. There might

be some young girls employed in hai

neighborhood or working as translators in hospitals, but these instances
appear to be rare. In Siteler, female workers are particularly scarce, perhaps
presenin only one or two workshops@S22)

This perspective sheds light on the challenges and limitations Syrian women face in
accessing employment opportunities i n
possibly logistical barriers that restrict their pagation in the labor market, except

in specific circumstances such as widowhood or the illness of a spouse. The
observation that women's employment is concentrated in certain niches like beauty
services or translation roles further underscores the nedatdader initiatives to
enhance vocational training and employment support for Syrian women, enabling
them to diversify their employment options and improve their economic

independence.
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Figure5.12. Distributions of Sectors Worked in Various Neighborhoods

When examining the distribution of employment sectors across various
neighborhoods, it is evident that a significant portion of the workforce is engaged in
specific sectors. According to the datagented, 41% of workers find employment

in the small industrial zone of residential complexes, while 12% are employed in the
Ulubey neighborhood, and a notable 52%

predominantly within the furniture sector. Furthermor@%lof the workforce is

| ocated in the Ulubey ¥nder nei ghbor hoo
empl oyees in enterprises situated along
Avenue.
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White goods stores in these areas play a vital role in catering to tieeoferigrants,
especially those involved in the furniture sector, with about 3% of participants
working in seconéhand white goods stores. The rest of the working participants are
scattered across various regions such as Mamak, Ostim, Ulus, Battalghzi, an
Kar apg¢r - ek nrerkish éniployerk, who dave employed Syrian workers
and patrticipated in hdepth interviews, provided insights into the working lives of

Syrians:

"There are many Somalis in the neighborhood, although we haven't had many
opporturities to work together. Syrians had prior experience in this
profession before coming 1 ¢ r k makieg them wellersed and skilled

in this field. This background has predominantly led us to collaborate with
them. The neighborhood is home to numerouleskartisans specializing in
upholstery, engraving, molding, and design. As they arrived from a similar
sector, they continue to pursue their crgff.1)

"In our industry, there is no distinction when working with Syrians, Turks,
Somalis, or Afghans. #'inconsequential for us since we operate on a
piecework basis in the engraving business. Nationality doesn't play a role.
However, in factory settings, the work permit impacts matters such as
insurance and salary(T2)

"Larger companies tend to exhibithagher incidence of labor exploitation,
often neglecting insurance payments and unfortunately employing
individuals at low wages. However, for example, there has been an increase
in the number of Syrianwned businesses in Siteler. To avoid exploitation,
they are striving to establish their own ventures. Hopefully, they will
encounter fair and supportive opportunities in their endea\dr3)"

"Employers often favor Syrians as they can terminate their employment at
any time without providing compensatiowhile they are insured, they
usually do not demand overtime, making them more appealing to employers.
However, the employer retains the authority to dismiss them at their
discretion."(N8)

These statements reveal the complex interplay of skMiserience, and regulatory

framewor ks affecting mi gr ant wor ker s empl
experience and skills facilitate Syrians' integration into certain sectors, systemic

issues like labor exploitation and the precarious nature of their gmeid

conditions underline the need for robust protective measures and fair labor practices

to safeguard their rights and dignity in the workplace.
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Figure5.13. Distribution of Workplaces According to théale of Residence

The survey examining the correlation between the work locations of Syrians and
their residential neighborhoods revealed no significant relationship, attributed to the
proximity of all researctarea neighborhoods to workplaces. Notabhypag the 26
participants residing in Mamak, 17 work in the Siteler area. This pattern is largely
due to urban transformation efforts in
led to demolitions and forced relocations to Mamak as part of urban expansion
projects. Those already living in Mamak migrated closer to the Siteler area, staying
within the border neighborhoods of Mamak.

Comparing participants' professions in Syria with their current employment in
Terkiye, it i's not ed tradarg and two teaeherds havee ar e
continued their professions in Tg¢grkiye.
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students in Syria have pursued their educat.
49 female participants remain categorized as housewiviegim ki ye, simil ar t o
status in Syria. However, three women who were professionals such as teachers or

artists in Syria, along with 16 individuals who were students, now identify as

housewives in Tg¢grkiye.

For male participants, those with diverse pssfens in Syria, including teaching,

engineering, architecture, law, etc., are mainly employed in the furniture sector in

Siteler or are involved in trade. Entrepreneurship emerges as a critical factor for

Syrians in establishing economic independenceticpdarly highlighting its

i mportance in their emplacement processes i
adaptability and resilience of Syrians as they navigate new economic landscapes,

with some continuing their professional paths while others emhbardifterent

careers or roles within their new community.

Due to various workplace challenges, such as being perceived as cheap labor, job
insecurity, inadequate wages, long working hours, and deskilling, Syrians have
increasingly shown a tendency to stiwir own businesses in recent years, either
individually or collaboratively with a few families. This entrepreneurial shift is
driven by the desire to overcome employment barriers and create better economic
opportunities for themselves and others. A Syriausiness owner shared their

experience during kdepth interviews:

"Two or three Syrian families come together to open their own shops; this
way, they earn more and provide job opportunities not only for other Syrians
but also for Turks. (S4)"

This entepreneurial spirit among Syrians is a response to the challenges they face in
the Turkish labor market and a testament to their resilience and adaptability.
However, Syrians who are unable to continue their professions from back home in
T¢r ki ye ¢jashdconomct butralso social and psychological challenges.
For example, a female participant shared the difficulties her husband, a former
lawyer i n Syria, faces in Tg¢grkiye
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