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Secondly, heuristic device is a concept he borrowed from sociology that is defined 

as “any procedure which involves the use of an artificial construct to assist in the 

exploration of social phenomena” in the Oxford Dictionary of Sociology.477 This 

sociological tool typically relies on assumptions that are based on previously 

conducted empirical research.478 With an agenda to revalidate the theory of type and 

its instrumentality for architectural production in today's globalized cities, Lee 

underscores the heuristic value of type as it was defined in architectural theory. 

Lastly, with the position that “universal principles of architecture and its accepted 

conventions are no longer valid,” Lee refers to disciplinary crises of architecture that 

coincide with the arousal of the discussions on type and typology as delineated by 

Vidler in his “The Third Typology” article. According to him, discussions on type 

and typology arise when architecture is in a disciplinary crisis,479 such as the one 

experienced in the eighteenth century. Quatremère de Quincy developed his idea of 

type at a time when “the traditional discipline of architecture had been thrown into 

question by emerging social and technical revolutions” of the Enlightenment.480 His 

contemporary Durand attempted to systematize architectural knowledge with the 

help of typological method and construct a science of architecture in order to catch 

up with the rapid rise of other scientific disciplines of his time.481 In the early 

twentieth century, a second crisis emerged as a result of the industrial revolution, 

which led to the questioning of the relationship between architecture, architectural 

production, and technology. The reintroduction of the concepts of type and typology 

in the 1950s to the architectural theory corresponded to yet another crisis, which 

stemmed from the spatial discontinuity in the city and the cultural discontinuity in 

the architectural practice as a result of the Modern Movement, and was further 

 
 

477 John Scott, ‘Heuristic Device’, in Oxford Dictionary of Sociology (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2014). 
478 Scott. 
479 Vidler, ‘The Third Typology’, 1. 
480 Moneo, ‘On Typology’, 28. 
481 Lee, ‘The Deep Structure of Type: The Construction of a Common Knowledge in Durand’s 
Method’, 173; Madrazo, ‘Durand and the Science of Architecture’, 12. 
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exacerbated by the unfavorable and speculative reconstruction of the war-damaged 

cities in Europe after the Second World War.482 Vidler describes these moments in 

architectural history as resulting in the first, the second, and the third typology. 

According to him, architects and theorists during those periods relied on the concept 

of type to justify the social and political significance of architecture and “the 

heuristic value of type became invaluable in these instances, as to raise the question 

of type is to raise the question of what is typical, and as such it is a search for what 

is common, not only to architecture itself but to the wider milieu in which it is 

produced.”483 Lee titles his work as “the fourth typology” arguing that the 

contemporary city is experiencing another crisis, which can be diagnosed and 

prognosed through its dominant types.484  

The distinction between the concepts of dominant type and urban artifact is not very 

clear in Lee’s texts; however, it is possible to claim that Lee considers dominant type 

as a complimentary concept to urban artifact. To him, urban artifact is a 

geographically and historically bounded concept that he conservatively associates 

with the historical European city—and polis as its antecedent. Any displacement of 

the concept in space and time requires transformation to dominant type. For example, 

he uses dominant type when he refers to the historical Chinese city, which he 

perceives as an Eastern equivalent of the polis with a substantially different 

philosophical and cultural ground. Similarly, the contemporary Chinese city has its 

dominant types, not urban artifacts.485 Consequently, he implicitly suggests using 

urban artifact in the context of historical European city and dominant type in the 

remaining contexts like the historical non-Western city or the contemporary Western 

city. 

 
 

482 Forty, ‘Type’, 308. 
483 Lee, ‘The Fourth Typology: Dominant Type and The Idea of the City’, xi. 
484 Lee, 1–2. 
485 Lee, ‘Type and the Developmental City: Housing Singapore’, 1021. 
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Figure 4.13 Three dominant types of Xiamen and their character areas:  

walled courtyard house, qilou, and megaplot.  
Source: Christopher C. M. Lee, ed. Common Frameworks: Rethinking the 

Developmental City in China, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2017, 
61-69. 

According to Lee, typological analysis requires a simultaneous investigation of what 

constitutes the idea of the city in the given context. Typology is used as a heuristic 

tool to determine what is typical and most common to all. In other words, it is a way 

to locate commonality within plurality. In a simplified typomorphological analysis 

process, however, detection of types is relatively straightforward: the quantitatively 

dominant building types within the boundaries of a study area. This is a top-down 
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process proceeding hierarchically from urban scale to architectural scale. Lee’s 

position reduces the significance of boundary and hierarchy in the analysis process. 

The context can be verbally defined without the designation of a demarcation line, 

and city scale and architectural scale can be linked without a sequence. 

In the monograph of Xiamen, Lee and his students identify three phases of the city’s 

history through its dominant types: Xiamen as (i) city of defense and its walled 

courtyard house, (ii) city of commerce and its qilou (shop house) and city of 

development and its megaplot. (Figure 4.12, Figure 4.13)  

 

Figure 4.14 Aerial view of Beijing, Forbidden City in Beijing, and walled 
courtyard house in Beijing.  

Source: Christopher C. M. Lee, ed. Common Frameworks: Rethinking the 
Developmental City in China, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2017, 

27-29. 

Lee argues that the first phase is common for all Chinese cities—even for the cities 

in most East Asian countries, including South and North Korea, Taiwan, Japan, and 

Singapore—that have their roots in the Chinese imperial city of the Zhou Dynasty 

with its self-similar fractal-like structure of consecutive walls. The deep structure of 

the walled courtyard house, freestanding elements defined by walls, governs the 

spatial organization on various scales, from houses to palaces, from the sacred city 

to the entire city (Figure 4.14): 
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The city thus physically represents the ethics of Confucianism and the 
importance of unity, community, harmony, and balance. The ideal society is 
one that has strong moral values based on the family; individuals are 
conscious of their ethical responsibilities. Unlike a traditional European city, 
which has centers of concentration and is marked by an architecture of 
exception, monuments set apart from housing, the Chinese city can be viewed 
as a monument in its entirety. Its singular deep structure acts as a self-similar, 
fractal organizing structure, a neutral form that defines and accommodates 
all the plurality of city life: a common framework.486 

The qilou type in the Xiamen monograph characterizes the second phase in the 

history of Xiamen, as a product of modernization efforts in the city that started in the 

1920s and continued until 1960s. After being a city of defense due to its strategic 

location for a long time, Xiamen started to become an increasingly active 

commercial and trading center with the interventions of an increasing number of 

returning Chinese emigres bringing Western architectural and urban models—like 

the opening of new roads and formation of new commercial districts. Already 

popular in Southeast Asian colonial cities such as Singapore and Malaysia but not 

yet in mainland China, qilou would become common along these new roads in these 

new commercial districts after the 1920s.487 (Figure 4.15) 

 
 

486 Lee, Common Frameworks: Rethinking the Developmental City in China, 28. 
487 Yuan Zhan, Roy Yu-Ta Lin, and Dingliang Yang, ‘Analysis: Xiamen’, in Common Frameworks: 
Rethinking the Developmental City in China, ed. Christopher C. M. Lee (Cambridge MA: Harvard 
University Press, 2017), 58–71. 
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Figure 4.15 Qilou buildings on a shopping street in Xiamen.  
Source: Shuyi Xie, “Learning from Italian Typology- and Morphology-Led 

Planning Techniques: A Planning Framework for Yingping, Xiamen,” 
Sustainability 11, no. 7 (2019): 8. 

In the Xiamen monograph, the third phase of the city’s history, starting from the 

1980s, identifies the megaplot as its dominant type and its characteristic as a city of 

development—or developmental city. Following the economic transformation of the 

country from state-led extensive industrialization to speculation-based intensive 

urbanization, the Standing Committee of the Fifth National People's Congress 

approved the implementation of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in 1980, and 

Xiamen was nominated as an SEZ along with Shenzhen, Zhuhai, and Shantou. Thus, 

it was officially defined as a ‘developmental city.’488 The City Planning Act of 1989 

granted local governments the authority to control development and empowered 

them to create hierarchical development plans which led to a period of master plans 

as documents accompanied by a series of maps that outlines the designated functions 

of a city, its development goals, target size, and general land-use structure. These 

documents portray the city as patches of color, each one designating the land use for 

a developmental plot or megaplot. They are large parcels of land surrounded by 

oversized arterial roads with an overall sizing of 4 hectares in city centers and 40 

hectares in its peripheries. Negotiations often transfer responsibility for secondary 

 
 

488 Zhan, Lin, and Yang, 66. 
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roads and public goods to developers, making investment and megaplot development 

more appealing. However, the delivery of public goods is often delayed or ignored 

as developers prioritize profitability.489 Lee and his students argue that the megaplot 

is a dominant building type of the SEZ period not only of Xiamen, but also of 

urbanization across China. (Figure 4.16) 

 

Figure 4.16 View of Huli district over Xiamen Gaoqi International Airport 
revealing the megaplot pattern of the city.  

Source: https://megaconstrucciones.net/en/xiamen-gaoqi-international-airport/ 

Setbacks from main roads, distances between towers, density, and ground coverage 

in megaplot is regulated by the master plan. To maximize development capacity and 

thus profit, master plan offers higher densities leading to homogeneous fields of 

towers. The genericity of megaplot smoothens (yet over-simplifies) the otherwise-

complex planning process. Redundant service roads adjacent to arterial roads around 

the megaplot further isolate it from its surroundings resulting in the formation of the 

city of enclaves. The spatial organization of residential towers is simple extrusion 

 
 

489 Lee, Common Frameworks: Rethinking the Developmental City in China, 19. 

https://megaconstrucciones.net/en/xiamen-gaoqi-international-airport/
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and repetition of four corner-aspect units with a compact circulation core. Facades 

are minimally animated due to the ventilation requirements for the wet spaces.490 

(Figure 4.17) 

 
Figure 4.17 An example of a megaplot in Xiamen:  

“Phoenix Flower City” housing development.  

Source: https://xm.fang.lianjia.com/loupan/p_fhhcaawsf/xiangce/6923389.html 

Lee aims to show how the idea of the city evolved by looking at the dominant types 

in the city of Xiamen. He reads the evolution of Xiamen from an introverted defense-

oriented city to an extraverted commerce-oriented colonial city, and then to a 

developmental city that prioritizes economic development through three different 

dominant types. The idea of the city and the dominant types transform together in 

time. On the other hand, in his work on Singapore, he constructs a different relation 

 
 

490 Zhan, Lin, and Yang, ‘Analysis: Xiamen’, 68–71. 
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between the idea of the city and the dominant types where he reads the 

transformation of the idea of the city over time through the same dominant types. 

 

Figure 4.18 Three housing developments representing three phases of Singapore 
developmental city-state.  

Source: Christopher C. M. Lee, “The Fourth Typology: Dominant Type and The 
Idea of the City.” PhD, Berlage Institute and TU Delft, 2012, 288, 325. 

Singapore has rather recent history in comparison to Xiamen history of which dates 

back to the BC, and the time interval that Lee studies is even shorter, starting with 

the inception of the republic in 1959. He argues that the idea of the city of Singapore 

is a developmental city state, and this idea is reified in two dominant types as an 
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evolving political project: High-rise, high-density tower and slab block, as an 

evolving political project. These two types make up almost all of Singapore’s public 

housing projects and accommodate 85% of the total population. Lee identifies three 

periods in the evolution of the political climate which transforms Singapore as (i) a 

city of welfare between the 1960s and the 1990s, (ii) a city of leisure between the 

1990s and the 2000s, (iii) and a city of spectacle after the 2000s.491  (Figure 4.18) 

Muratori's theory of operative history and Lee's theory of typological urbanism share 

some intriguing parallels. As thoroughly discussed in third chapter, Muratori 

contends that during periods of collective spontaneous consciousness, a-priori types 

are discernible. During these phases, individuals contribute to the built environment, 

drawing upon pre-existing building types ingrained in their minds, without 

consciously selecting from a range of options. In contrast, during times of crisis, this 

intuitive understanding fades, and society adopts a more analytical behavior acting 

with critical consciousness. Muratori believes that a historical examination of the 

built environment should be performed during these turbulent periods, with a focus 

on analyzing types and composing new buildings that reflect those types to maintain 

the historical continuity.492 

In a similar vein, Lee establishes a correlation between the idea of the city and its 

dominant type, akin to the connection between spontaneous consciousness and a-

priori type. He proposes that the idea of the city generates dominant types that can 

help to comprehend it. When the idea of the city ceases to be a common idea shared 

among the different parties of the city, a process of recuperation is required. This 

involves revisiting the past ideas of the city through its dominant types and 

 
 

491 Lee, ‘Type and the Developmental City: Housing Singapore’. 
492 Parlak Temizel and Bilsel, ‘‘Kuram’In ve ‘Kurum’Un İnşası Arasında: Anne Vernez Moudon’un 
Kentsel Morfoloji Alanına Katkıları Üzerine’, 131–33. 
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attempting to recreate it. This approach is clearly illustrated in the projects designed 

by students presented in the Xiamen monograph.493 (Figure 4.19) 

 

Figure 4.19 Graduate student projects from “Common Frameworks: Rethinking the 
Developmental City” design studio.  

Source: “Xiamen: The Megaplot,” Design Studio Report, (Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard GSD, 2013), 100–141. 

 
 

493 ‘Xiamen: The Megaplot’, Design Studio Report, Common Frameworks: Rethinking the 
Developmental City in China (Cambridge, MA: Harvard GSD, 2013), 100–141, 
https://issuu.com/gsdharvard/docs/common_frameworks_part1; Lee, Common Frameworks: 
Rethinking the Developmental City in China, 72–101. 
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4.3.4 Discussion 

Christopher C. M. Lee's contribution to typomorphology through his theory of 

typological urbanism presents a valuable framework for understanding and 

theorizing the rapidly urbanized contemporary city. While Aldo Rossi's "architecture 

of the city" theory remains influential, it should be reframed to explain the spatial 

qualities of non-western contemporary cities that have undergone rapid urbanization. 

Lee's work builds upon Rossi's ideas, deconstructing and reconstructing them to 

create "the idea of the city" through the transformation of urban artifact into 

dominant type and historical city into developmental city. 

By incorporating Lee's concepts into the typomorphological approach, significant 

contributions can be made to update and enhance this field of study. There is a 

number of individual studies applying typological and typomorphological analysis 

to the contemporary cities of the developing world, and some also offer 

methodological novelties. Among them, Lee’s works suggest a renewed typology 

theory with an alternative analysis method. The concept of developmental city can 

explain the urbanization processes and procedures in the cities like Bangkok, Buenos 

Aires, and İstanbul along with the East Asian contemporary cities. Dominant type 

reifying the idea of the city is instrumental to read the contexts without long history 

and memory like European historical centers. 

Incorporating Lee's typological urbanism into typomorphology expands the 

analytical toolkit and theoretical framework available to researchers and 

practitioners. It encourages a nuanced examination of urban form, function, and 

evolution through the lens of types, shedding light on the unique characteristics and 

dynamics of different urban contexts. By embracing Lee's ideas, typomorphology 

can address the challenges posed by tabula rasa urbanization and contribute to a more 

holistic understanding of the contemporary city. 

Lee's theory of typological urbanism, influenced by Aldo Rossi's "architecture of the 

city," presents a valuable and innovative approach to typomorphology. By 
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incorporating Lee's concepts, the field can evolve and adapt to the complexities of 

the rapidly urbanized contemporary city, providing deeper insights into urban form 

and development. 
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CHAPTER 5  

5 CONCLUSION 

The thesis has explored the evolution of typomorphology as a generative, productive, 

and relevant research field and its theoretical frameworks and a methodological tools 

for analyzing and theorizing the ordinary architecture of the city. By examining its 

conceptual origins, development, and impact, with a particular emphasis on the 

Italian school of typomorphology, and comparing its interpretations across diverse 

historical and geographical contexts, the study underscored typomorphology’s 

richness and capacity to read the ordinary architecture of any city. Through a 

genealogical research, the thesis traced the theoretical and methodological 

continuities and divergences within typomorphology from its emergence to present, 

highlighted its fundamentals through its continuities, and reveal its richness and 

potentials through its divergences, and thus, established a theoretical and 

methodological foundation for its contemporary interpretations. 

A parallel can be drawn between the typomorphologists’ efforts to investigate the 

structural and dialectical relationships between building types and urban forms 

through their permanence (in time) and dispersal (in space), and the thesis’s endeavor 

to uncover the conceptual origins, formation, historical transformations, and 

geographical translations of typomorphology through its conceptual and 

methodological continuities and discontinuities. 

Continuities 

Building typology was never perceived merely as a functional or formal 

classification tool among typomorphologists. There was a consensus that types 

emerged from prevailing building traditions within a particular geography and time. 

Thus, their existence was independent of the researcher’s analysis or classification 
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criteria. With type, they referred to buildings that were quantitatively dominant 

within a historical and geographical context, sharing common formal characteristics 

as a result of the political, technological, economic, and socio-cultural factors 

prevalent in that context. Examples included the domus in ancient Rome, the 

Victorian house in eighteenth-century San Francisco, and the megaplot in 

developmental Xiamen—all exemplified this understanding of typology. Despite 

excluding any programmatic classification, this conceptualization of type prioritized 

housing over other building groups (and dwelling over other building uses) due to 

its repetition and prevalence in the built fabric. Whether called a-priori type or 

dominant type, its focus remained on a fundamental aspect of the city’s ordinary 

architecture: urban housing, shaped incrementally and collectively by society rather 

than being designed by architects and planners. 

A reciprocity between urban morphology and building typology was achieved 

through multiscalarity as a fundamental aspect of these studies. In their city 

monographs, typomorphologists proposed alternative approaches to contextualize a 

building (even a room) within a city (or even a territory) while accounting for the 

complexity of urban phenomena. In structuring the multiscalarity of their studies, 

Caniggia focused on the scales of building, aggregate, city, and territory; Rossi 

emphasized street, neighborhood, and city scales; and Moudon based her work on 

the scales of room, building, block, street pattern, and geographical formation. 

Regardless of the specific scales they emphasized—from room to territory—most 

suggested a nesting relationship to link building typology with urban morphology. 

This approach paralleled Durand's perspective, where building elements (such as 

columns, pilasters, walls, doors, and openings) were assembled to create 

intermediary parts (such as porches, staircases, and halls), which in turn were 

constructed into entire buildings, ultimately constituting cities. Furthermore, by 

definition, since a building type generates its own characteristic urban form, the 

scales identified with aggregate, street, or block held as much significance in their 

studies as the building scale itself. 
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Typomorphology have traditionally been closely linked with architectural 

education. The primary references in typomorphology literature were seen to 

emerge from seminar courses, design workshops, or research projects conducted in 

collaboration with students. Most researchers in this field were also involved in 

architectural education. They tested their theoretical and methodological frameworks 

on typomorphology in courses or research projects with their students. Muratori's 

“Caratteri distributivi degli edifici” course in IUAV, his “Composizione 

architettonica” course in the Faculty of Architecture in Rome, Caniggia's 

“Composizione architettonica” course in the Faculty of Architecture in Florence, 

Aymonino's “Caratteri distributivi degli edifici” course in IUAV, Rossi's “Caratteri 

degli edifici” course in Politecnico di Milano, Moudon's design studios and research 

projects at UC Berkeley and MIT, and Lee's seminar courses and design studios at 

Harvard GSD and many others illustrated the noteworthy position of 

typomorphology in architectural pedagogy. Moreover, a comparative examination 

of how typomorphology was regarded in composition/design-oriented courses 

versus analysis/research-oriented courses provides important historical insights into 

how the relationship between urban analysis and architectural design was addressed 

within typomorphology.  

The representation of building and urban form through visual material (drawings 

and photographs) was an integral part of typomorphology studies. Each city 

monograph presented the spatial and temporal continuity of the built environment to 

its reader through a carefully curated set of drawings. (Figure 3.8, Figure 3.9, Figure 

3.10, Figure 4.6, Figure 4.12) Spatial continuity was achieved through a series of 

drawings that descended from territorial diagrams to city maps, and from 

neighborhood maps to building plans, in successive steps from territorial to 

architectural scale. The level of detail and scale for each step was determined not 

only by technical drawing conventions but also by the physical features of the 

monograph (format, size, foldouts, etc.). (Appendix B) Temporal continuity was 

achieved by representing a comparative history of built forms through the repetition 

of drawings at the same scale and/or the superimposition of color-coded layers on a 
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single drawing. While the Italians strictly adhered to orthographic set and 

photographs, Moudon and Lee also included axonometric drawings in their visual 

investigation.  

Beyond these, yet in connection with them, some partial continuities can also be 

observed in the theory and methodology of typomorphology. Firstly, debates on 

autonomy in architecture and the scientific nature of the discipline of architecture 

have intersected multiple times in the past with the trajectories of typology and 

typomorphology research in architecture, specifically in the works of Durand, 

Caniggia, and Rossi. Secondly, at times, conceptual continuity manifested itself 

through concepts like parti / deep structure / typological precision or a-priori 

type / dominant type—concepts that changed in name but remained consistent in 

essence. 

Discontinuities 

The findings of the thesis also indicated important discontinuities within the field. 

The most remarkable one lay in the opposing positions regarding how the 

relationship between urban analysis and architectural design should be 

established. While Muratori and Caniggia viewed urban analysis as the initial and 

obligatory phase of design, Aymonino and Rossi argued that rendering this 

relationship as a must would harm both discipline and education of architecture. 

Moudon introduced a new dimension to this debate by distinguishing between 

descriptive research and prescriptive research. According to her, although 

descriptive research, which could be associated with urban analysis, was not a 

prerequisite for architectural design, it should have been a prerequisite for 

prescriptive theory in urbanism. Additionally, her urban analysis research served as 

a basis for urban planning in the case of San Francisco. Lee, on the other hand, argued 

for the necessity of returning not to the architecture of the city but to the concept of 

the city itself in addressing the problematic urban environments of the contemporary 

city. While advocating for the continuity of the relationship between urban analysis 
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and architectural design, he tried to elevate it to a more metaphorical level in the 

context of non-Western contemporary cities. 

Another discontinuity is linked to the object of study. Although the mid-20th-

century Italian cities’ speculative reconstruction was problematized by the Italian 

typomorphologists, their main focus was not on problematic new developments but 

on the historic city as an ideal model. The aim of Muratori and Caniggia was to 

identify inputs for architectural design, while Rossi sought to unveil the structure of 

the ideal city. Aymonino distinguished himself from others by seeking to analyze the 

structure of the speculative city in his research. Moudon, on the other hand, 

conducted typomorphological research to elucidate the adaptive potential inherent in 

the built environment. Her study area was a relatively historic neighborhood of San 

Francisco that was undergoing urban transformation. Her typomorphological 

analysis demonstrated that the adaptive potential of the older urban fabric exceeded 

that of newer developments. In other words, the idealized as well as the critical 

aspects of urbanity were embedded within her field of investigation. Lee began by 

examining problematic newly developed areas in the non-Western contemporary 

city, employing typomorphology as a diagnostic tool. Consequently, the solution was 

pursued through the urban and typological analysis of the historical core of the non-

Western city. Those shifts in the object of study inevitably necessitated 

methodological diversifications. 

Contributions 

This thesis contributed to the typomorphology literature on two distinct levels. At 

the macro level, it brought together studies in the field with their theoretical 

frameworks and methodologies, thereby revealing the general scope, as well as the 

theoretical and conceptual richness of typomorphology. (Appendix A) Over its 

nearly 80-year history, typomorphology had been reinterpreted across different 

periods and geographies, each time adapting and expanding with new concepts suited 

to its new context. To highlight this conceptual richness, the thesis consolidated these 

diverse set of studies. Furthermore, it contributed to the English typomorphology 
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literature by translating key concepts from Italian sources—largely inaccessible due 

to limited translations—and discussing them in English. Additionally, the thesis 

drew connections between the long-standing discourse on typology within 

architectural theory and typomorphology theory through the works of  Quatremère 

de Quincy and Durand. Lastly, it reestablished links with a research trajectory that 

had once diverged from the roots of typomorphology by relating Lee’s work—

though not explicitly positioned within the typomorphology field—to 

typomorphology. 

At the micro level, the thesis enriched the historical narratives of the field by 

highlighting overlooked connections and details, some of which had not been 

previously addressed in English literature. First, it underscored that the interaction 

between Italian and French literature on typology and typomorphology was 

considerably stronger than the interaction between Italian and English literature or 

between French and English literature. It was illustrated with the earlier resonance 

of Quatremère de Quincy and Durand’s works in Italian literature compared to 

English, and the adoption of Italian typomorphologists’ research by scholars in 

France well before those in England and the United States. Second, it investigated 

Anne Vernez Moudon’s contributions as a pivotal figure in the field of urban 

morphology through her research on San Francisco during the 1970s, where she 

developed a typomorphological method; her comparative analysis of the three major 

schools of urban morphology in the 1980s; and her critical role in facilitating the 

inaugural meetings of the International Seminar on Urban Form (ISUF) in the 1990s. 

Lastly, it pointed out the intriguing parallels between the flexible housing research 

of the 1970s and the system-finding approach of typomorphology—suggesting a 

deeper linkage that warrants further exploration. 

Looking ahead, the thesis positions typomorphology as a significant research field 

for understanding and shaping contemporary urban environments. As cities around 

the world continue to experience rapid and complex growth, particularly in 

developing regions, typomorphology offers a nuanced framework for analyzing and 

responding to the forces shaping ordinary urban architectures. Its emphasis on 
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understanding urban form through collective, historical processes and its adaptability 

to different contexts suggest that typomorphology has much to offer not only in 

academic research but also in practical urban planning and architectural design. By 

establishing a comprehensive genealogical foundation, this thesis invites future 

research to expand upon the theories and methodologies of typomorphology to 

address the challenges of twenty-first-century urbanization, thereby connecting the 

insights gained from the history and theories of typomorphology to the practical 

demands of shaping contemporary urban environments. 
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B. The physical features of city monographs 

Considering the extensive role that analyses based on architectural drawings and 

photographic images play in typomorphology, it is appropriate to address the 

physical characteristics of city monographs—such as format, size, shape, and color 

usage—that can have a restrictive impact on the graphic content before 

investigating/exploring their written and graphic contents. 

All monographs, except Muratori’s work on Rome, have been published in book 

format. The Rome monograph, published in portfolio format, measures 61 x 42 cm 

and contains five fascicles primarily composed of texts, six large plates folded into 

eight sections, and one large plate folded into four. This format allows for the 

inclusion of the most detailed and comprehensive maps in this monograph. The 

Venice and Como monographs stand out from other book-form monographs due to 

their slightly larger size. These two works also contain folded plates similar to those 

in the Rome monograph. Thanks to these foldouts, the Rome, Venice, and Como 

monographs include maps that represent the entire urban area under study at scales 

of 1:1000 and 1:4000 to their reader. The Padua, Versailles, San Francisco, and 

Xiamen monographs are larger than standard books. In these bound books, which do 

not contain any foldouts, the authors have used double-page spreads for drawings 

that exceed the book size. Apart from the color-coded maps in Muratori’s Venice 

and Rome monographs and the colored photographs in Lee’s Xiamen monograph, 

most of the monographs are printed in black and white.  
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Relative dimensions of the city monographs and their folded plates:  
Venice (a), Rome (b), Como (c), Padua (d), San Francisco (f), and Xiamen (g)  

Source: Drawn by the author.  
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C. Comparison of the cities studied in the city monographs 

 

 

 

Relative sizes and populations of Venice, Rome, Como,  
Padua, San Francisco, and Xiamen  

Source: Drawn by the author. 
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