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ABSTRACT
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Values are the reason for conservation of heritage as they refer to the meanings and
perceptions of the people. Identifying and extracting values itself is a participatory
practice that aims to gage in meaning making practices. It becomes even more
important to take a valudsased approach and include relevant heritage communities
as a democratic means to bring them on the table, when the community or
stakeholders in question also consist of masi groups with diverskackgrounds

This thesis adopts a valubased approach to assess Nirankari Gurdwara, located in
Pakistan. The case study is an exampleraferrepresentektligious heritageof
Pakistan, belonging first to the Sikhs that livedhie area before India and Pakistan
separated in 1947 and miss migrations across the border took place. besmg
abandoned, eventually theirgwara was transformed into a school. Owing to the
change in use, today the gurdwara carries layers of meanimguatigle stakeholder
groups associated with it. Hence, the aim of this thesis is to identify these stakeholder
groups and understand their values, so that the consensus and conflict in their values

can be examined and can later be utilized in the managerhthe site.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The premise for a values based approach is the need to identify why the heritage of
a place or structure is important (McClelland, Peel, Lerm Ha§e@dpntgomery,

2013). Cultural heritage is multivalent in nature (Mason, 2002). This implies that
cultural heritage can be important for various reasons. A values based approach
reflects the multivalent nature of heritage, where the way in which the imperté
heritage is judged also changes over time (Mason, 2006). This approach also carries
the capacity to include the views of various stakeholders at the same time, facilitating
the inclusion of a broader range of stakeholders in a more democratic and
comprehensive manner (Mason, 2007; Jameson, 2008). Through this approach a
wider understanding of the values at play for a particular heritage can be understood.
Indeed, a values based approach is best accompanied with adequate stakeholder
engagement. A vaks based approach can improve community engagement in
conservation (Mason, 2007). By virtue of this quality, it can be said that applying a
values based approach for underrepresented heritage can offer a means to bring
forward the views of various commtiess together in a democratic manner making

the preservation of culture an inclusive practice, rather than one dependent on
outsiders that have more authority on heritage than the communities associated with
it. This thesis brings to light the the valugsNirankari Gurdwara in Rawalpindi,

Pakistan by including multiple stakeholder groups and then assesses them.

1.1 Problem definition

While the valuedased approach is established as a viable practice, the

implementation of the approach may not always beffadent and may not always



be accepted around the world as the norm. While heritage values are recognized,
certain values may be given preference to others, while others are overlooked. This
could possibly reflect either an approach to heritage that @siges the physical and
tangible values over social values, or it could reflect a lack of stakeholder
involvement in the decisiemaking process, with the exception of a few cases. In
particular, the involvement of underrepresented communities can plyebga

especially overlooked.

One such case of underrepresented heritage, is that of the propertiesvafsiions

that outmigrated from Pakistan after the Partition of India and Pakistan in 1947
causing a reshuffling of the religious demographic. Tliighe properties of Hindus

and Sikhs in Pakistan, whereas Muslim properties were abandoned in India. The
Evacuee Trust Property Board was established in 1960 to look after these properties
(AboutUsi Evacuee Trust Property Boped})iesder e,
the formal terminology that refers to the properties of these people that are part of
the Trust Pool of the Evacuee Trust Property Board (Management &amp; Disposal
Act No. XIII of 1975 evacuee trust property board@he case study at handrist

found in the inventories dhe Evacuee Trust Property Boafdhis thesis addresses

a case of underrepresented religious heritage in Rawalpindi city, the Nirankari
Gurdwara, which has undergone a change in use from a Sikh place of Wworship
(Gurdwara}o a government schodhe Simla Islamia Highschool for Boys. Due to

this change in use, it is hypothesized that the values of the gurdwara have changed,
layered, and become richer and more contested over time. This change in use
prompts a value assessrhénm understand the importance of the Gurdwara today
taking into account the views of various stake holders relevant, including current
users and past users, as well as potential users from the remaining Sikh community

in the city.

! Thegurdwarais the place of worship of Sikhs (Chahal & Dua, 2012).
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Although religious as wkas private properties of Sikh and Hindu migrants from the
time of Partition of India and Pakistan in 1947 fall under the Evacuee Trust Property
Board (Rawalpindi Branch Office), the Board acts mainly as a revenue collection
body, with a few attempts toonserve selective sites in the pipelide. can be
observed from the digital database of the Department of Archaeology and Museums,
several sitesinder the ETPBare unprotected legallepartment of Archaeology

and Museums, n.d.)flhe approach of the FPB does not completely reflect the
official motives of the Boaravhich includethe responsibility of the protection and

maintenance of Evacuee properties.

Nirankari Gurdwara is one of the religious heritage places that are now being used
as a school. To cmter this, a value assessment for the religious heritage site of

Nirankari Gurdwara is proposed that will place it in the heritage management scene,
considering the various contestations that may exist in the process. This prioritization

of the values ofthe Gurdwara will presumably influence future changes.

Value assessment methodologies and their importance in conservation are frequently
discussed in academic literature and implemented in practice. However, context
specific value assessment frameworkslacking for gurdwaras, even more so those

in the Pakistani context.

The literature about gurdwaras as an architectural category of buildings covers
general architectural features of gurdwaras constructed unduaididars or during

the rule of Ranijit figh (Chahal & Dua, 2012) and types of gurdwaras distinguished
as historically relevant or newly constructed in the diaspora (Bainiwal, 2023),
relationship of religious space as an intermediate realm between domestic and public
space (Bertolani, 2020), giwara construction in the Punjab and tensions between

preservationist concerns regarding reconstructions and modern rebuilding practices

2ETB is an abbreviation for Evacuee Trust PropBidgrd.

3 Misl i sa uriit of fighting men; used generally for the unit of government of the Sikhs in the late )
eighteenth century; the system o s( G®R60b®ld6). mi s| dUr
Sikhmisldarsar e r ef er r e(@hahalo Daas20k hi ef s 0
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(Glover, 2012). Although a larger area of Punjab is included in the Pakistani Punjab
province, West Punjab, most of feestudies cater to gurdwaras in overseas diaspora
communities or the Punjab of Indihe discussion regarding values of gurdwaras
and their assessment is found to be wanting in existing literature. Furthermore,
participatory methods in collecting narkets and memories are also lacking as
traditionally accepted values such as architectural and historical value may be given

precedence.

Additionally, Rawalpindi despite being an old historic city, and the city that was the
stronghold of the Sikh populatian the past during the Sikh empire and with a
continued notable Sikh population in the British colonial era, is not studied in
particular for its heritage in academic literature in detail, nor are efforts to document

the heritage in detail found which fosma hurdle in value assessments to be held.

Among the few initiatives that took place in Rawalpindi was the Historic Urban

Landscapes (HUL) project, an initiative

Training and Research for Asia and the Pacific (WHXPR which concluded in

by

raising awareness about the cityds heritage

religious heritage was not discussed in detail for the initiative.

Gurdwaras that were abandoned after the outmigration of Sikhs are often repurposed
according to the community needs as houses, schools etc. Because of the repurposing
and the addition of new users in these gurdwaras a new layer of meaning is added to
these gurdwaras adding nuance to their importance and relevance today. The study
of thenuanced layers of meaning and value of these gurdwaras is also lacking. The
navigation of religious value alongside other values that have been added over time
as a new use and context consolidates needs to be studied, particularly for evacuee
propertiesas well as underrepresented religious heritage that exist in their current
form due to political contexts that have caused mass movement across-borders

adding a layer of sensitivity to religious heritage.

To delve into the case study at hand, it is ciuoifirst understand what a Gurdwara

is and how it has evolved into its many

f or |



to Adoor o, Aithreshol do, Nfabodeo, or s ea
representing a sacred space where Sikhs come togetliership and seek spiritual

guidance (Chahal & Dua, 2012 ; Bainiwal, 2024), with the first half of the term,

AGur uo, meaning temachgurogmedaj ngxhReowl e
essence, and the second half oorfvayibrhe t er |
entrance way (UNESCO, 2020). The Gurdwara, as a five hundred year old institution
representsthe SikPantf , i n ot her words, fAcommunity o
(Pluralism Project, n.d.). Sikhism (Bainiwal, 2024), although relatively goun
compared to other major religions, began in the-bith century in the Indian
subcontinent. Predating the Gurdwara, wasdti@ramsala , which was the centre

of the Sikh community until the institution of Gurdwara was consolidated after Adi

Granths wee installed across several dharamsalas, during the time of Guru
Hargobind (r. 16061644} at this point the dharamsala came to be called gurdwara
(Grewal, 2006). However, it was not until the Ali8th century, under the leadership

of Maharaja Ranjeet Singthat Sikhs gained significant political power, which led

to the widespread establishment of gurdwaras in regions with Sikh populations.

Within the Rawalpindi district, several important gurdwaras can be found that are
being used as gurdwaras by Sikhs arelvisited by foreigners. However, within the

city of Rawalpindi, specifically within the old city, the gurdwaras are smaller in scale
in comparison to other gurdwaras and are spread out across difieeasand
mohallah$. During the research an aneh of a record of gurdwaras from a survey
carried out by the Evacuee Trust Board in 1958 indicates Gurdwaras to have been
present in fourteeareasclose to the city center, including Raja Bazaar, Kartarpura,

4 The Sikh Panth or simply referred to as Panth, refers to the community of disciples of the guru
(Pluralism Project, n.d.). They can also be referredtoas Narmakt hi s or Af ol |l ower s o
(Kaur, 2019).

> Dharamsalas were the places for cexggitional prayers in early Sikhism (Singha, 2005)

6 Mohallah,ormahallai s t he | ocal term for fAa district, di v
parish. A locality, neighbourhood. A campd (Rekht
thet ransl ation of the urdu word into English as #f|
Trust Property Board spel/l it as AMohall aho.



Arya Mohalla (Marir), Amar Pura Mohalla, Liag&oad, Kohaati Bazaar, Jhangi
Mohallah, Dagi Mohallah, Shah Chan Chiragh, Gang Mandi (Raja Bazaar), Tench
Bata, Lal kurti and Chunghi number 22 Saddar.

Out of these locations a few gurdwaras were located during field visits whereas
others could not be foul, implying that they may have collapsed or been
demolished. A gurdwara was also located in Lunda Bazaar, where an entigtwas
found in the archives of Evacuee Trust Property Board. There isipuated
inventory of the Gurdwaras that was found duririg tesearch to verify the current
situation of the gurdwaras, hence field visits were carried out to decipher their

characteristics and whether commonalities are present in typology or not.

Gurdwaras were found in Shah Chan Chiragh, Imambara Muhalla (Shhgin
Gurdwara) Kartarpura, Raja Bazaar, Lunda Bazaar (Inside Shah Chan Chiragh), Lal
kurti and Chunghi Number 4 as shown in fig. 1.1. Most of the gurdwaras found were
being used as residences, whereas two were being used as schools, and one was used
for a hybrid function, where the ground floor is being used as a gathering place for
religious congregation by Muslims, whereas the upper floors are used as a residence.
In some cases, multiple families inhabit the same gurdwara at one time, with

amenities inwlled for each family.



Neighbourhoods surveyed
7 Raja Bazaar
Karnarpura
< imambara Mohalla
Shah Chan Chiragh
Q Lalkurti
& chunghi Number 4

Tench Bata (Gurdwara
demolished or could not be
located)

e

Marir (Gurdwara demolished Q ‘

or could not be located)

: 3
Amirpura Mohallah (Gurdwara ) G

demolished or could not be ///
located)

@

Jhangi Mohallah Jadeed

(Gurdwara demolished or

could not be located)

Gurdwara Damdama Sahib

===\

Names of Gurdwaras
@ Gurdwara Baradari Sahib
@ Gurdwara Damdama Sahib
@
Gurdwara Guru Nanak D
Satsang
@ Gurdwara Lalkurti
@ Gurdwara Istree
@ Gurdwara Singh Sabha
@ Gurdwara Nirankari

Gurdwara Lalkurti

Figure 1.1Locations of gurdwaras in Rawalpindi.
1.1.1 Nirankari Gurdwara

Thehistoricgurdwaranow a schoolis situatedwithin acommercialarea, dazaar
theNirankariBazaamwithin RajaBazaaraneighlbrhoodata centrallocationwithin

the city. Bblarz arafersitchaenarketplabelhdigurdwara is found in

a locality called ANirankar: Bazaar o wit|

"iBazaar 0 bazarfranket, martmarkét placetrade, businespeople assembled at the
market sale, rateprice 6 ( Rekhta Dictionary).
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Figure 1.3 Outside the entrance (Author, 2024).

The location of the birthplace of the Nirankari sect, and the locatiom iofi@ortant

Sikh weddingceremony the foundation for the gdwara was first laid in 1851 (J.

S. Nirankari , personal communication, December 26, 2024) case at hand is an
early example of architecture af Gurdwara forthe Nirankari Sikhs, who are
relatively newsect and according to Webster (2018) they hassiply developed

their own architectural style. According to this research, he gurdwaras of this sect
have not previously been studiddie Gurdwarainderwent several renovations and
reconstructions by the Sikh community itseifho were the custodians dife
gurdwara at the time (Webster, 2018hese wereordered and implemented by the

Guru of the time himselfJ. S. Nirankari , personal communication, December 26,



2024) After the mass migrations of Hindus and Sikhs from Pakistan to India,
Nirankari gudwara was converted to a government school in the year 1958, when
the first headmaster was appointed for the school. Despite its secular function, the
Gurdwara, as an important sacred site for the Sikhs, particularly the Nirankari
community, still receivesisitors according to the users interviewed. Interventions
that have been carried out were on a need basis, and alterations were made in
accordance with the needs of the school over tirhe. authority of the Gurdwara
does not lie with the Evacuee Trusbperty Board currentlgs it was not found with

the Board inventorie§ he method of construction of the Gurdwara is understood as
brick masonry with secondary support usisigglams and marble colum(isg. 1.4)
I-beams areassumed to be made oéstiron through visual assessmeMmarble
cladding is also seen in both exterior and interior parts of the Gurdwara. Some

features of religious significance are also still maintaifég. 1.5)

Figurel. 4 Coveredrerandawith archeson both sidesndl-beansin ceiling.



Figurel.5 Paknquin made of marbia theclerk'soffice.

1.2  Aim and scope

The main aim of the thesis is to carry out a value assessment for the selected religious
heritage, Gurdwara Nirankari in Rawalpindi using qualitative methods. Tspodo
attributes will be identified, existing compatible value identification and elaboration
tools will be selected, and the values will be discussedrms of their agreement
between stakeholder groups and conflicts. In doing so, the thesis expamnustits a
integrate participatory methods into the assessment and investigate the values and

how displacement and reuse reflect in its values.

To frame this enquiry, the scope of the thesis includes research in its historical,
geographical and socitultural context, focusing specifically on Sikh religious

architecture of the region. Emphasis is placed on understanding the contemporary
significance and values of the case study, Gurdwara Nirankari, considering the views

of professionals, local communities adlives diaspora voices.

The study offers a nuanced, valee understanding of the site that foregrounds

inclusive heritage practices and layered cultural narratives.
To this end, the following research questions are posed in the study.

1 Who are the differeanstakeholder groups or heritage communities that
associate with this heritage, and can their value definitiorexist? Which

values are in consensus, and which are in conflict (if any)?
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1 How can the significance of Nirankari gurdwara be defined fronvahees

that are identified in the research?

The building selection criteria of Nirankari Gurdwara as a case study is based on a
confluence of spatial, functional, historical and semittural criteria that mirror the

aims of the thesis.

Having undergone achange in function, the case study reflects evolving
sociocultural functions and post partition transformations. This allows for an
exploration of how the current use intersects with the inherited meanings embodied
in the religious heritage, leaving pdsties for value negotiation. The presence of
visible alterations in physical aspects of the heritage such as repairs, partial
demolitions or modifications, both surface level and structural, also leave room to
comment on the connections of material e with the values of the users.
Additionally, with the diverse group of stakeholders associated with the gurdwara
and layered soctoultural context adds to the potential for multivocality of the site,
which facilitates the aim of the study to carry @utplacebased participatory

assessment.

The urban context and accessibility of the selection was also an important deciding
factor. Being located in a busy neighborhood in the historical part of the city, the
visibility and relevance of the place is higjiited. Additionally, being a function

that is for the public, the school located in the gurdwara allows for easy access both
physically and in terms of available information online, without breach of privacy
concerns of individuals. Furthermore, being tedawithin a commercial area adds

to its potential as a contested or shared landmark, enabling a more diverse

stakeholder engagement.

Altogether, these criteria make Nirankari Gurdwara a rich, layered, multivocal
example of underrepresented religious laget and a compelling subject for a

subjective, valuded assessment.
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1.3  Methodology

At the core of the research framework is the premise that heritage values are
multifaceted and often underrepresented in formal documentation, especially for
under representereligious sites of displaced communities in the local context.

Hence, the objectives of this study are designed to investigate established

methodologies and to adapt the selected methodology for the case study at hand.

The research objectives of the dleeare designed to align with its overarching
framework, establishing attainable goals for each methodological component. To
this end, the archival research, field survey and review of scholarly and historical
literature collectively contribute to a conghrensive understanding of the case study
(Fig. 14). For this thesis, values of the historic religious place are measured through
gualitative measures, that are surveys andejoth interviews, and the knowledge

and observations of the architect.

The litemture review establishes the theoretical foundation by examining value
definitions and valuebased approaches through various international charters, and

scholarly works, in search for an approach compatible to the national legislation.

It supports the idntification of relevant stakeholders and selection of value eliciting
tools and qualitative methods. It also researches values of religious heritage and if it
poses specific challenges. It informs the preparation of interviews for the field survey

throughcoding and organization of relevant questions.

The historical literature review digs deeper into the historical context to trace
developments, contextualize events related to the gurdwara, to synthesize the
available information regarding the Gurdwaraotigh books, census reports and

other primary sourcésA particular focus is placed on the Nirankari community's

8 Primary sources here include the will of the Guru, Sahib Rattaji, accounts of british missionaries
andhukumnamasssued by the gurus. Hukumnamas refer to orders found in the sacred scripture, the
Granth.
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affiliation with the gurdwara, contributing to the identification and closure of gaps

in historical documentation.

The field survey and intergsiws aim to coll ect data on
observations, collecting narratives througkdepth interviews. There are several
goals in place for the field survey. Firstly, to document the case study and draw
observations, secondly to incorpte the views and perceptions of the identified
stakeholder groups, thirdly to carry out an exploratory study on the local historic
gurdwaras to compare significant features with the case study, in attempt to

contextualize the research in its broader aechiiral context.

Ultimately, the case study on the Nirankari Gurdwara aims to first synthesize the
collected information from the historical literature review and field survey using a
valuesbased approach to identify the nuanced contemporary contéxtgiitdwara

and determine its values. Then, the case study aims to present these values, both

tangible and intangible

Introduction

Problem Definition, Aim and scope,
building selection

Literature review l e
X Value eliciting tools elected
Articles, theses, books, Charters,

national laws.

> Theoretical Framework

Methodology
Masons value identification system
(2002)
Ozgakir (2018) and Orbasli (2008) —  Field Survey, interviews
L ) value definitions
Historical literature review
primary sources (census reports, Qualitative data
wills of gurus, missionary accounts) Narratives collected
Understanding Nirankari Gurdwara Architect observations made on site
p— j—
Archival Research ] Sketches with stakeholders
Evacuee Property Trust Board Exploratory study of local gurdwaras
registries
Value Assessment of Nirankari

Gurdwara

Value Assessment as per value
definitions
Value conflicts and consensuses

Figure 1.4 Diagram explaining how various research objectives relate to the
research. The value definiios ar e adopted from ¥z-aker
(2008).
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Thevaluebhased approach can -ubped cagonpsriodaecrhe dt oa hfiebra
management that includes a broad range of stakeholders (Avrami, Macdonald,
Mason, & Myers, 2019). The reliability of ttagproach as an established method to
elicit values makes it an appropriate pick for the context of the case study.
Furthermore, there are certain challenges and obstacles faced in determining values
of the case in this thesis. Firstly, the literature adé, as well as the archival
survey, does not adequately give the history of the Gurdwara in terms of changes
made to it over time. The lack of knowledge of interventions made over time pose
a challenge to adding to a continuous stream of knowledgeedautdwara as there

is dysconnectivity in knowledge of the stages the gurdwara, now a school, has gone
through. Here, the valudsased approach addresses this discontinuity and attempts
to make sense of the present. Secondly, the Gurdwara has seen aoperiod
discontinuity in its historical chain of events and function, having also seen a loss of
its core community, which makes it improbable that an approach that is relevant to
continuous heritage should be utilized. Currently various user groups arexgessoci

with the site that are connected to it directly or indirectly, through connections with
the current use or through religious association and attachment. Here, a value
assessment serves the purpose of incorporating the various points of views held by
these users in a structured manner to understand how they together give meaning to
the gurdwara or school.

To incorporate a valudsased approach, the research methodology followed a

participatory approach and aimed to gain the perspectives of varioehaltddrs

through indepth interviews that could be conducted faeéace or through

guestionnaires. A multivocal perspective needed to be incorporated to represent the

diversity of values (especially social values), as experienced by diverse individuals

(Pastor P®r ez et al ., 2021) . Al ongsi de t he
identification and elicitation tools by Mason (2002) were taken inspiration from to

assess values. Value typologies were explored as value identification tools, whereas

interviewswere used as tools to elaborate upon these values.
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In-depth interviews and surveys were used alongside architect observations to
extract attributes and their values. A combination of open and-etased questions
was used for this process. Opamded qustions leave room for qualitative responses

(Robson,

2023) . The individual i nterview methods
techniques, and in depth individual interviews on the streets were held and the
methods of collection was interview sheets aattifnotes (Taplin, Scheld, & Low,

2002, p. 803) and the interviews were coded with an independent coding system

as figeneral, use, administratiyve, histor

explained as follows,

General: These questions are twlerstand the general profile of the stakeholder
groups (e.g. level of education or occupation) or to find out general information
about the site.

Use: These aim to understand how the site currently corresponds to user needs.

Administrative: These deal witthe matter of general management of the site such
as management and permission to enter for visitors, or who has general authority

over decision making.

History: To understand the historical context and associated stories related to the

gurdwara and itheritage.

Values: To understand the aspects of the Gurdwara and its context that are valued by

stakeholder groups including physical aspects as well as intangible connections.

Perception: These questions aim to gauge if the heritage is perceived ae\ataabl
if the stakeholders would be willing to actively engage in its conservation or

promotion.

Vision: This aspect aims to understand what the future vision and priority of the
stakeholders regarding the heritage may be, including future conservatiaptatte

or visions regarding function.
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The interview taking process will be organized as methods, data collection means,

duration of study, product of study and lessons learnt from it.

According to Taplin (2002), int¢ileidcdaal ai nt e
means of research to understand community perspectives. The interviews were

conducted in the local language, Urdu as well as English and copies of forms in both

languages were produced. The method involved first identifying stakeholders. Direct

and indirect users were identified in this process. The Direct users being the users of

the gurdwara today, meaning, faculty members of the boys high school that is

operating there, and the indirect users being those present in the commercial
neighborhood antext most of them being shop owners or small scale retailers, as

well as members of the Sikh community. Experts were also interviewed to get an

idea of their views. An interview guide and set of questions is prepared which is

given at the end of the this (Appendix A).

Sampling of interviews was conducted in the early stages of the research, in which
interview questions were reviewed for the stages to come and a preliminary stage of
interviews was held, after which the interviews for the research wasctaut To
supplement the research, mapping exercises as sketching were conducted, to build
awareness of the context and to recall memories and the situation of the site in times
past. Due to issues of practicality and conflicting priorities of the $chsavell as
concern for the comfort of the students, workshops engaging the students could not

OocCcur.

As mentioned earlier in the chapter, the values assessment model explained by

Mason (2002) will be the general mode of assessing significance thbewtled in

the thesis, and qualitative methods such as interviewing and observations on site will

be used. The method of assessment utilized for this research were the steps to
assessing values for integration into policy and management proposals wieegl insp

from Masondés (2002) steps, and will consi st
and elicitation. Each step is fulfilled using relevant tools. The first step; value
identification, is fulfilled by identifying a value system compatible with theec

study and identifying stakeholders, in this case the value system was a combination
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of ¥z-akérds (2018) value definitions an:¢
following values: age and historical value, authenticity value, architectural and
technical value, document value, aesthetic value, symbolic value, identity value,
memory value, prestige value, functional value, real estate value and religious value.

The second step; elaboration and elicitation of values is carried out using qualitative
methods on site. This part of the research explores ethnographic tools that will

produce narratives, oral histories and other data throudapth interviews.

The two elicitation tools used are interyv
is aimedto derive stakeholder values through narratives, with stakeholder groups
targeted being determined as direct users including the faculty responsible for the
school, and indirect users being people in the same neighborhood pursuing some

form of regular actiity in the commercial area the school is situatedirth as shop

owners, people belonging to the wider Sikh community and finally, local experts in

related fields to conservation who may have authority, or may have authority in the

future over the dedisons of the gurdwara. Architecto
the Adetailed analysis of particuh-ar obj e
trade of experts in any academic or prof e
p.19) and willinchde ar chi val surveys, analysis o

observations are used to draw out values according to literature research and
informed opinions based on knowledge of the context and the field. Simultaneously,
attributes of the site are defid and categorized, alongside which values are
understood. The themes according to which attributes are determined according to
interviews are as follows: (1) Forms, structures and climatic resilience, (2) continuity
of architectural Spaces and functiotelering, (3) material relevance and objectual
relevance, (4) identity, symbolic and ritimmlportance, (5) engagement with heritage

and reuse. In the final step, the significance of the heritage can be defined.

The reliance on interviews with communityembers as well as architect
observations as value eliciting tools to derive the values of the case study is aimed
to highlight different point of views that may or may not include conflicting values.
The narratives that are collected provékeherdiscusions, and provide a baseline
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for value extraction. The selected value typology will be used to match attributes of
the heritage in question into different categories of values (Mason, 2002). By virtue
of this methodology, the values attributed to the cietk case study by various
stakeholder groups, both insiders and outsiders, can be observed and compared.

The methods used to understand values demonstrate key aspects of the associations

that people have with heritage and give a deeper insight intostathpat is valued,

but why itdés valued and uniquely tied to t
narratives alongside value categorisations needs to be aabaébrth process to

generate discussions regarding the significance of place beyondrthees The

results from the interviews are used to present the values in a tabular form, which

are then mapped onto the case study as physical manifestations of value to make
complex layers of meaning visible, and the significance of the heritage is idrawn

holistic manner. The analysis is used to bring forward values that may or may not be

hidden and discussed in terms of consensus and conflict. Fig. 1.5 below demonstrates

how values are derived in this research using various tools.

METHODOLOGY

Value Identification tools — Value definitions selected

- . . . Observations, architectural field .
Value Eliciting tools — In- depth Interviews and questionnaires « . Indicates creation of base
Survey*, archival research, maps ta supplement the

(Mason, 2002) | information from users

Mapping
Attributes defined

|

Values of staff members, shop owners, Sikh community
members, experts

[ | I
|

Value Assessment

Architect observations

Figure 1.5 The use of value identification and eliciting (elaboration) tools to derive
and assess values.

The tools used to conduct research are further elaborated as follows.
A Architectdéds observations

Observations made in accordance withdristliterature review, archival research

and knowledge of context. Other gurdwaras were studied to explore architectural
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gualities of the case study by comparison. The study followed the list found during
the archival survey. As no updated inventory af Gurdwaras could be found to
verify the current status of the gurdwaras, field visits were carried out to decipher
their characteristics and whether commonalities are present in typology or not as part
of exploratory research. Personal observations aderabout the current situation

and perceived valueArchival research is conducted in the Evacuee Property Trust
Board (EPTB) files at the Rawalpindi Office. After conducting the research, it was
realized that the archive was primarily useful as a liggusflwaras and associated

and adjoined properties that were found at the time of registry. However, updated

registries and heritage lists could not be found since the first emzigain 1985
A In- depth interviews and setibmpletion interviews

In dept interviews are utilized as the value eliciting tool for this research. Interview
guestions were coded with an independent coding systeii G ner al |,

Uus e

administrative, history, values, percept:i

interviews wa completed, the study included interviews of direct and indirect user
groups that were further classified into different stakeholder groups. For experts

guestionnaires were used.

Direct users were defined as the people using the heritage, inhabitimgetigu

This includes staff members (teachers as well as management staff) and students.

Within the scope of this research students could not be interviewed or engaged with
the study due to their academic schedules, as well as concerns regarding privacy.
Over the span of two weeks, as part of the field survey, eleven members of the school

faculty and staff were interviewed.

Indirect users are those who may associate with the heritage in ways other than using
it directly. This includes people who may be gaet for extended periods in the
vicinity of the place such as shop owners, people present within the surrounding
commercial area including the passersby, as well as other members of the
neighborhood. For this study, due to the time constraints of this,thies indirect

user group was limited to those present within the immediate surroundings of the
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gurdwara building, that are assumed to be present in the space regularly, observing
it, experiencing it in ways other than using it for a function. Hence stxmers on

the street level were interviewed and inquired about the importance the heritage
holds for them. Members of the Sikh community were also interviewed close by.
Indirect user values are determined through interviews to understand the activity in
and around the site throughout the year at different times. The views of other
architects and experts are also collected. During the study a total of wrenshop
owners near the gurdwara were interviewed, alongside nine members of the Sikh
community, ad ten expertsThe questionaskedfrom each stakeholder grouas

differentto account for the differences in experiences of the groups
A Mapping

Mapping was utilized as a participatory tool by asking users to draw and pinpoint
what they found importargbout the site during the field survey in drawing out user
values, as well as a graphic tool to present the values in later stages of the assessment.
This tool aims to aid in visualizing not only the tangible values, but also intangible

ones such as memes experiences.

To aid the research, base plans were produced as measured drawings from LIDAR
scans carried out on the iPad 11 pro, and combined with traditional means of
measured documentation, and photographs. Scans were completed in piecemeal in
accordnce with the accuracy and range of the device and later scaled and combined.
This process was carried out during the survey that was completed in two phases,
one year apart, first in 2023 and then in 2024. The first phase was a preliminary
study, and thexterior of the gurdwara was documented to check the effectiveness
of the documentation method and gauge the practicality of the study, whereas the
second phase was more detailed and collected data for preparation of basemaps in

an organized manner.
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Figure 1.6 Partial scasof the interior spaceof the gurdwara.

There are several limitations that need to be considered within the study. Limited
photographs collected or physical proof of the stages the gurdwara has gonle throug

across history, leaves a lacuna in the available historical information. The archival

data available on the gurdwara was minimum, amounting to a handful of sources

such as inscriptions, census reports from the colonial era, a few photographs
depicting senes of the gurdwara, and secondary literary sources including a book

by a historian John C.B Webster fiThe Nir a
of 1947 to 2025 relating to the gurdwara have proved more difficult to find. The

record for the estalshment of a school that still functions was found with the school
management. However, aside from that during the scope of this study further archival

data could not be found.

Secondly, the challenge of carrying out assessments for places with lacking prio
documentation or available records of interventions is addressed. To counter this
limitation, documentation has been carried out as a prerequisite for the study, on
ground using LIDAR scans and photographs which were later used to make
measured drawingg.he narratives of locals are also integrated in the research to

supplement findings from historic literary review.

Also, the intricacies of financial realities that determine issues underlying value

ascription aligned with monetary goals are not incluktethe scope of the thesis.
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Hence, the degree to which value assessments are acknowledged within policy
making in practice as dictated by current local political dynamics is another issue

that needs to be addressed separately.

1.4  Thesis structure

There are fre chapters in the thesis, arranged as such to first develop an
understanding of the context, the issues addressed and then to address the problems

through a methodology focused on value assessment.

The first chapter ent i anlineoductiontoRawalpthdict i ono c |
and its gurdwaras. It identifies the problem statement that is derived from

observations made before conducting the research. It also identifies the aim and

scope of the thesis and the framework of methodology in a brief mdinally, it

discusses the building selection criteria to implement the methodology.

The second ¢ hap-based approaches: ldentifyingl anc éxtwaetiag

valueso gives an overview of the I|iterature
appoaches to be chosen. This includes charters, heritage discourses, paradigms and

their influence on the Pakistani context. Value identification and elicitation tools are

chosen from scholarly work.

The third chapter entitlecdofndgmdederss taa nddeitnag | |
description of the case study and its current situation. Building upon the explanation,

outcomes of the field work including qualitative data are presented, and the

narratives collected are explained. Historical literature review i$ tasexplain the

history of the gurdwara through colonial census reports as well as books.

Il n the fourth chapter entitled, AAssessment
of field work are used to derive a value assessment. This assessment aimisléo pro

a basis for guidelines for future heritage management.
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The fourth part of the thesis entitl ed
methodology can be used to give guidelines and recommendations for the future

decisions regarding Nirankari Gurdwara.
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CHAPTER 2

VALUES BASED APPROACHES: IDENTIFYING AND EXTRACTING
VALUES

Conservation is fundamentally the process of preserving the cultural significance of
a place, as outlined in the Burra Charter (ICOMOS, 2013). This relationship between
cultural signifcance and conservation necessitates a clear definition of cultural
significance, which can also be referred to as the articulation of heritage values
(Mason, 2002). Values are regarded as the various meanings and perceptions that are
held by heritage, dier ascribed externally or present inherently. Altogether, values
are regarded as the reason for conservation widely in the field and are incorporated
in the management of heritage. The plurality of values now accepted by professionals
related to the conseation discipline can be traced through developments in ideas
and trends that can be traced to the early 19th century, to which end several scholars
have undertaken studies. Fayez (2020, pp). §udies the philosophies of prominent
theorists such as Miet le Duc, John Ruskin, William Morris to illustrate these shifts

in ideas, with each prioritizing stylistic unity, preservation, authenticity respectively.
Then, according to Fayez (2020), Alois Reigl was aware of the socially constructed
character of éritage and made distinctions between different types of values. The
focus on values is then seen to be consolidated in the Venice Charter (ICOMOS,
1964). Professionals in the field have since embraced the multivalent nature of
heritage, and internationaharters show this gradual integration of values in the

management of heritage worldwide.

On a global scale, significant legislations, programs, and organizations in heritage
conservation have substantiated and built upon the vhhessd approach to

heritage. Here, some of these Charters are discussed to assess the notion of values.
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The Venice Charter, formally known as the “International Charter for the
Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites,"” was adopted in 1964 during
the Second Internatnal Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic
Monuments held in Venice, Italy. Emerging in the pé&irld War |l era, when

many heritage sites were lost, it reflected the need for protection of heritage sites
(Fayez, 2024). It laid the groundwdide a common conservation language through

the founding of the International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) by
UNESCO in 1965 (Avrami, 2009). The Venice Charter valorized heritage as the
Al i ving witness(es) o of gmndkeaeanpHasmzédsvalles adi t i ons
such as aesthetic, historic and archaeological values, and highlighted the cultural
significance of places that accumulates over time, not just owing to the mastery in
artwork that they may represent. It then became a baseline dioe filiscourse and

led to the development of legislations that addressed context specific issues related

to heritage in a more informed light.

Since then, the consideration to values is incorporated within international

legislations to integrate heritagetonbroader concerns of incorporating cultural

diversity. The Convention for the Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage (UNESCO,

2003) recognized intangible cultural heritage as a driver for cultural diversity. The

Kimberly Declaration (ICOMOS, 2003) recognizedt intangible cultural heritage

supports the value of places, and the importance of the community in identifying the
intangi ble cultural heritage. The Xiban Dec
understanding of intangible cultural heritage withdk#ing of heritage and values.

Building on this foundation, the inclusion of diverse community voices became

integral to understanding the layered nature of heritage values.

The Faro Convention (Council of Europe, 2005) of further builds upon the nétion o
specificity i n cul tur al heritage and reco
responsibility towards cul tur al heritageodo a
attributed by various heritage communities associated with cultural heritage. These

ideak are reflected again in the charters that followed. For instance, Vienna
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Memorandum (ICOMOS, 2007) recognizes the need to preserve existing values of a

site, and the integral role values play in defining significance.

The Burra Charter (ICOMOS, 2013) enagized the conservation of places,
reflecting local values and encouraging community participation, paving way for a
transmission of the heritage to the future generations. It therefore champions for
pluralistic value recognition, shared stewardship andnnoonity centered

conservation.

These developments underscore the multivalent nature of heritage and the
importance of including diverse communities in the conservation process to
democratize conservation and adopt approaches that are centered around
commurities. The theoretical development of vakiesed approaches and global
milestones in conservation can be viewed through the paradigm shifts occurring
within the field. Tracing these paradigm shifts, we see that initially, conservation
was a curatorial pictice focusing on the inherent heritage value of monuments,
aligned with the notion of intrinsic value as a universal reality (Patiwael, Groote, &
Vanclay, 2019). The curatorial approach caters to heritage values, that are the
traditionally accepted categes including historic, aesthetic, artistic and scientific
value (Avrami and Mason, 2019). The curatorial paradigm is also reflective of the
curatorconservator relationship that was prevalent with the development of
conservation as a modern field. (Arreand Mason, 2019). This approach caters to

a smaller scope of heritage values with less engagement with broader publics and

community engagement.

With the broadening of understanding of the layered meanings of heritage, a shift in
paradigm occurred omé global scale, bringing the social aspects of heritage to the
forefront alongside traditional values. Often, these are referred to under the category

of societal values, which are reflective of the use and function of heritage places in

light of societaprocesses (Avrami and Mason,2018)c cor di ng t o Pat i we
(2018) i nterpretation of Asworthos (1
Apreservationo, Aconservationo and Aher

paradigms, or as the author prefers tanieathem, as discourses. To that end,
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Patiwael et al. (2018) explain that the preservationist discourse regards heritage as

individual monuments that have intrinsic and universal values, whereas the
conservation discour se f puposfalpresermation her i t age
to include function as well in heritage management. In contrast, the heritage planning

discourse focuses on narratives attached to values, making this discourse political in

nature.

Hence it can be said that the value of heritaaggediways been subjective, reflecting

the paradigms of the time and the relevance of heritage for the individual or group
of people ascribing value. Value is both extrinsically ascribed and intrinsically held.
It is now regarded as a shared asset withiated communities and hence
understanding and interpreting the various sets of values ascribed by different

stakeholders is paramount in providing equitable access and representation.

2.1  Value definitions

The concept of value within the heritage field isglgeontingent and depends on
contextual framing across contexts, disciplines, and time periods. Historically,
emphasis was placed on artistic and historical dimensions, yet recent decades have
witnessed a marked expansion to include social and intangdilees tied to
development, identity, memory, and reconciliation (Pdareu, 2017; Mason &
Avrami, 2019). Over time, the way values have been defined has been changing and
evolving and new categories have been emerging, with a prominent shift being the
focus on social values in the last decades (Biadreu, 2017). This expansion is not
confined to scholarly literatudeit has been codified and institutionalized through
international charters and declarations that reflect the evolution of conservation

priorities over time.

One of the earliest contributions to value pluralism in heritage theory comes from
Riegl, who introduced commemorative and presty values in his seminal essay
The Modern Cult of Monuments (1903). This laid the groundwork for typabgic

thinking in heritage assessment. While early frameworks for conservation such as
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the Athens Charter (1931) refer to artistic, historic or scientific interest, they do not
directly mention fAvalueso in their |l ang
Venice Charter ICOMOS, 1964) identifies historic, aesthetic and archaeological

value in the context of restoration. More recent international charters reflect broader
interpretati ons: ICOMGS,200b)analudesBaxiall spintualf i on (
natural,and artistic values; the Quebec Declaratil@OMOS, 2008) foregrounds

intangible values such as social intangible values including memory, beliefs,
traditional knowledge, attachment to place. The Paris Declard@@MOS, 2011,

p.4) considers identityand social and cultural values including historical,

environmental, aesthetic and memory values

Notably, the Burra Charter (ICOMOS, 2013) asserts the necessity of recognizing
both tangible and intangible values, cautioning against privilegiegogar another

in its Article 5, titled A V a | arel $ighlights associations and meanings that a
people might have with heritage. Its earlier iteration (ICOMOS, 1999, p.12) defined
social value as encompassing spiritual, political, national, and otharratult
sentiments, marking a turning point in the conceptualization of value categories. The
Vienna MemorandumICOMOS, 2007) mentions the sociocultural and economic

values pertaining to societies.

These categories of values, including historic, aesthelientsfic, archaeological,
natural, social, spiritual, political, national, cultural and economic, among others
have been further studied and elaborated upon by scholars. These individual values
may be more broadly categorized by scholars in their valsiersg, such as use,
option and existence values (Darvill, 1995), market, community and human values
(Carver, 1996), sociocultural and economic (Mason, 2002), emotional, cultural and
use values (Feilden, 2003), heritage values and societal values (Mas&vramd

2019) among others. heritage values and societal values (Mason and Avrami, 2019)
Within these broader categories, more values may be added, or subtracted or defined
differently in another category depending on the interpretation of the scholar.
Fedheim and Khalafdés (Fredheim & Khal af
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definitions by different scholars and those included in different charters is presented

in as follows Table 2.1).

Table 2.1 Valuedefinitionsby differentscholarqFredheim& Khalaf,2016)

Riegl(1902,1982)

Australial COMOS (1979)

Lipe (1984)

Darvill (19%5)

Carver(1996)
Frey(1997)

Ashley Smith (1999)
Pye(2001)
Throsby(2001)

Mason(2002)

Feilden (2003)
Keene(2005)

Appelbaum(2007)
Englishheritagg2008)

Orbasli(2008)
Stubbg(2009)

GomezRobles(2010)

Szmelten2010)

ICOMOSNewZealand
(2010)
Lertcharnrit(2010)

Age, Historical, Commemmorative Jse,Newness
Aesthetic,Historic, Scientific, Social
Economic,Aesthetic,associativesymbolic,informational

Use,archaeologicalesearch, scientifiresearch, creativarts, education, recreatiamd
tourism,symbolicrepresentatioriegitimationof action,socialsolidarityandintegration,
monetoryandeconomicgain,option, stability, mysteryandenigma.existencegcultural
identity, resistancéo change.

Market, capital/estateyroductioncommercialyesidentialcommunity, amenity,political,
minority, local stylehuman, environmental, archaeological
Monetory,option,existencepequestprestige educational
Economic,informational,cultural, emotional,existence

Historic, artistic, scientific, cultural, contextual condition,economic
Aesthetic,spiritual, social, historical, symbolic,authenticity

Historical,cultural,social,spiritual,aestheticmarket,existencepption,bequest

Emotional, wonder,identity, continuity, spiritualandsymbolic,cultural, documentary,
historic,archaeddgical,ageandscarcity,aestheti@ndsymbolic,architecturallandscape
and ecological, technological and scientific

Social,aestheticspiritual, historical, symbolic,authenticity

Art, aesthetichistorical,use,reseach, educationalage ,newnesssentimentalmonetory,
associativecommemmorativerarity.

Evidential,aestheticommunalhistorical, associativellustrative

Ageandrarity, architecturalartistic,associate, cultural,economicgeducationalemotional,
historic, landscape, locdistinctiveness, political, public, religious and spiritual, scientifi
social, symbolic, technical, townscape,

Universal,associativecuriosity, artistic, exemplay, intangible,use

Typological, structural,constructionalfunctional, aestheticarchitectural historical,
symbolic

Cultural, identity, emotive, artistic, evidence, rarity, administrataatemporary
socioecmomic, economic, resource, functional, usefulness, educational, tourism, soci
awareness, political, regime.

Aestheticarchaeologicakrchitecturalcommemorativefunctional historical landscape,
monumental, scientificsocial, spiritual, symbolic, technological, traditional
Informational,educationalsymbolic, economic,recreational

As can be seen from the table, heritage value is far from uniform; scholars have

developed varied classificationsathreflect disciplinary priorities, interpretive

frameworks, and contextual sensitivities.

Within broader categories, more values may be added or subtracted or defined

differently in another category depending on the interpretation of the scholar. Two
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of these prominent perspectives in relation to the conservation field are heritage
values and societal values as broader value categories. Here, heritage value refers to

the values that have been at the roots of conservation, including historic, artistic,
aeshetic and scientificwhereas societal values are described as those related to use,
function and other fisociety wide process:
and Avrami, 2019) . However, ot her schol
terminolog/ referring to all values related to heritage, relating to the various
meanings and values that people ascribe to heritage-fdidzu, 2017).

Although categories such as historical, associative, use, functional, intrinsic, and
religious values recur acse the literature, their conceptual boundaries and

definitions differ significantly.

To il lustrate, the example of Ahistori caé
definitions vary across different schol a
perspetive describes historical value as that describing the age of the material,
through rarity, uniqueness and the associations with people it may have. However,

the description of historic value suggests various values that are made into separate
categoriedy other scholars. On the other hand, Drury (2008) describes historical

value as illustrative or associative. Drury (2008) explains illustrative historical value

refers to the visibility of historical aspects of heritage or a certain practice that was
involved in its making and does not directly reflect uniqueness of the heritage.
Associative historical value on the other hand anchors sites to notable families,
persons, or historical movements according to this scholar. Similarly, the divergence
ofvaluess further emphasized by Orbaxkl é (200

be a value category in and of itself, referring to the age of a structure from older

periods, which is more I|likely to be gi\
considers associag value as a separate category, rather than an aspect of historical
value as in the case of Mason or Drury. C

to i mportant events or personalities that
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2008) Stubb (2009, p. 42) contributes to this taxonomy and considers historic and
commemorative values to be subcategories of associative values, even categorizing

Riegldos (1903) concept of intentional comme

The conceptual plurdy surrounding the categorization of values is also seen in the
economical and useased interpretations of heritage. Mason (2002) defines use
value as market value, that is, the goods and services that generate monetary benefits
such as fees, cost of detc. In contrast, Stubbs (2009, p. 43) refers to use value as
the value of continuously inhabiting a place without changes in use that may
compromise the setkeliance of a site. When it comes to functional value, Fielden
(2003) discusses functionalvelu as a category of wuse value, W
discusses it within the broader realm of economic values. This discussion illustrates
the point that similar subjects of value may be categorized differently with the aim

of highlighting certain valuesna simplifying others for easy integration into the
value identification process. These perspectives reveal that similar qualities of
heritag® such as utility and functionalidycan be differently categorized

depending on the authordéds evaluative intent

Another divergence around the categorization

valueso I ntrinsic value, another broadly de
referred to as inherent or immanent values, also feature in the literature. Clarke

(2006) and Meer (2004) highlight its significance as a form of internal value that

exists independent of external assessment. For example, scholars have addressed the

way religious heritage may differ from othe
with its valuesn place whereas other forms of heritage may not be (Stovel, 2005, p.

2), or that sacredness is an Ainherento val

among others as different (Wijesuriya, 2003).

Religious value is often associated with intrinsidues. Expanding on the various
ways religious value is categorized the definitions of different scholars can be
explained. Mason (2002) describes religious value alongside spiritual value as those
that come from religious beliefs and teachings, or the @wekinspiration that a

visitor might feel within a spiritual place. Orbasli (2008) describes religious value as
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that which a religious place or a place of worship would have, but also those sites
where religious practices once occurred but no longer mmomtio occur have
religious value. In religious contexts, Longhi (2022) advances the concept of
religious value by introducing sacramental subcategories, including sacramental
spiritual, sacramental monumental, civili memorial or devotional value, among
others. These dimensions refer to social aspects such as events, traditions, places
where such events took place that contribute to community identity and demonstrate
relationships within the community, and spiritual sensitivities that are expressed in

ways dher than traditions and rituals.

The preceding discussion illustrates the fluid nature of heritage value classifications,
shaped by each schol ards di sciplinary I
application. They may be ascribed externally or be pteisé¢rerently. Heritage

values are not fixed or universal; rather they evolve. While this conceptual plurality
enriches our understanding, it also complicates the task of value identification within
conservation practices, especially in contexts requimathodological precision and

cultural sensitivity. To navigate this complexity, this thesis adopts a pragmatic yet
inclusive typological framework. Drawing
categoried derived through a synthesis of prior classiicasd ensures

consistency, operational clarity, and relevance to architectural heritage. In parallel
with ¥z-akér 6& sele@ed fo8ity clatity gna doropgelensivedess
Orbakl ebés (2008) articulati on ooheritagee!l i gi 0L
originally or historically tied to religious use. Together, these frameworks support a
layered, contextually grounded interpretation of values, bridging the theoretical

plurality discussed earlier with practical application in value identifinat
¥ z - a K2818)vatue definitionsnclude the following

1. Age and Historical Value: This refers to the aged appearance of a monument

and its connection to specific historical events and periods.

33



2. Authenticity Value: A heritage place is valued f@s genuineness,
uniqueness, and rarity. Key characteristics of authenticity include physical integrity

and the preservation of the heritage in its original form.

3. Architectural and Technical Value: This value pertains to the continuity of
architecturabnd technical features of heritage assets, highlighting the importance of
their technical, structural, and functional aspects as well as craftsmanship.

4, Document Value: This is related to the heritage's physical aspects as sources
of information and daementation about their respective time periods. It aids in
educating new generations about the past and underscores the educational benefits

of heritage resources.

5. Aesthetic Value: This value involves the artistic and technical qualities of
heritage plaes, encompassing the sensory experiences associated with their form,

scale, color, texture, material, and the smells and sounds of the place.

6. Symbolic Value: This value is derived from the meanings attributed to a
heritage place by society, shaped loyhbits physical characteristics and the social

groups associated with it.

7. Identity Value: This relates to both the physical and social environment of a
heritage place. The architectural characteristics define the area's identity, and societal

ties to he place foster a sense of ownership.

8. Memory Value: This value is linked to the continuity of memories that
inhabitants create in a heritage place throughout their lives. It also considers the

potential for new interventions to create additional mersorie

9. Prestige Value: This refers to the status and prestige that a community or
individual gains from having a particular heritage asset or residing in a heritage
place. Prestigious activities and events in the heritage place also contribute to this

value

Economic values include
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10. Functional Value: This pertains to the economic value associated with
maintaining the original use of a historic building or heritage place, as well as the
adaptive reuse of historic buildings in alignment with their values @arrying

capacity.

11. Real Estate Value: This refers to the economic value of real estate, including

the price of urban land or historic buildings in heritage places.
Orbasli és (2008) defines religious value

12. Rel i gi ous v a08yk dor (vapshipeesk dhuches 2yflagogues,
mosques, temples and other places of worship embody a spiritual meaning and value.
Not only places of worship but also pilgrimage routes nature in the forms of
mountains, rivers or other natural features are censitito have spiritual and
religious value by different communities. There were also spiritual value embodied
in places that were once places of worship but are no longer used for this purpose
such as where a pagan temple or redundant church has beerezbtova new use.
Altogether, the list of values identified for further elaboration in this thesis are as
follows (Fig. 21).

Age and Historical Value —_—
Authenticity Value:
Architectural and Technical Value

Document Value
Aesthetic Value

Symbolic Value — (Ozgakir, 2018)

Identity Value

Memory Value

Prestige Value

Functional Value

Real Estate Value —

Religious value _ (Orbash, 2008)

Figure 2.1 Set of values used in this thesis.
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The abovementioned definition sets, as determingdsiholars can otherwise be
referred to as value typologies. A typology is a means of categorization for values
and a generally accepted typology from a scholarly perspective serves the function
of providing a common language in referring to valuas an serve to represent

the multiple views that may be present between different stakeholders including
community and experts (Mason, 2002) Defining value typologies does not imply
their universal applicability but rather offers an expandable perspectivee whe
discussion and dialogue can occur. It is important to note that although a value
typology may offer a starting point, it is not definitive as a -suiefits-all
categorization and requires adjustment for different cases. And the situational and
time specific of values further indicate that value typologies need to be flexible and
catering to change. (Fredheim & Khalaf, 2016)

This process of operationalizing typologies necessitates a parallel examination of the

elements through which values are madeblegiKong (2024) emphasizes that in

addition to values, side by side the aspects of heritage that embody the values,

referred to as attributes need to be identified. Attributes are the tangible as well as

intangible elements of a site that express valleh.e se can refer to Ap
gualities, materi al fabric and other tangib
such as fAprocesses, soci al arrangements or
and relationshipso t haofheritege (Ceutetal.i2022t he physi
p. 12). Organizing these attributes according to interpretative themes can facilitate

the meaning making process that helps share, understand and prioritize the attributes

and values. Interpretative themes can be underdto as t he fAmain topics
which a narrative can be developed, and encompasses all relevant values and

attributes (Kong & Jang, 2024)

After the value definitions are set, to put the selected value typology to use as part

of the value assessment progesdues need to first be identified (Longhi, 2022),

along with their corresponding heritage attributes (Kong & Jang, 2024). According

to ¥z-akér (2018), val ues c a-ultupakbandgr ouped i

economic. Of these, qualitative measwuaes more suited to socultural values as
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some values may resist quantification whereas quantitative methods are more
appropriate for assessing economic values (Mason, 2002). Mason identifies value
assessment as part of a wider planning process, aakkshtelown into three parts:
identification, elicitation and elaboration, and ranking and prioritisatitre
statement of significance (Mason, 2002). This breakdown is essential in
understanding that the process of value assessment is notsteprroess (Fig.

2.2). Each of these parts can be seen as tasks with corresponding tools to accomplish
them. Respectively for each task, the tools are making a typology and consultation
of stakeholders for value identification, cultural and economic methods#yabe
guantitative or qualitative depending on the types of values studied, and finally,
drawing out significance that is suggested to be a group process (Mason, 2002). The
end goal here is to maintain a method that is transparent, inclusive and pebes t

valuation process that takes place during heritage conservation.

Physical
Condition
Assessment

Integration
of
Assessments
and
establishing
policy

Cultural Significance/ Value Assessment

correlation

sy between values
v x Elicitation/ Statements 2
Identification A R and physical
elaboration of Significance 2
& resources

Apply
sustainability
principles and

other

- Typology; Many cultural
Tool I stakeholder and economic Group process
consultation methods

decision-
making
frameworks

Management
Context
Assessment

Figure 2.2 Mason's Value assessment process. (Mason, 2002)

Values are multiple in nature, and due to their varied nature, it is understood that no
one systenof assessment can produce a complete inventory of heritage values.
However, to come close to accurate depictions of the value of heritage different
epistemologies, or perspectives, should be studied, followed by methodologies
(Mason, 2002, p. 14). Variousethods can be combined to holistically understand

the various values associated with heritage.
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The holistic understanding of heritage values also requires the knowledge of context,

which, according to Mason (200mrings;toef er s t o
historical patterns and narratives; and to the social processes with discernible impact

on heritage and its conservation. o0 These in
other conditions contributing to significance, as well as the manageeténg and

physical surroundings of the site. Rather, the understanding of a site is incomplete
without t hat of the various contexts in ar
met aphoricall yo. Th e rbexapproachcomansmgvaties uggest s
tools to build a practical account of heritage values to inform policy making and

decision making (Mason, 2002, p. 14).

Mason also suggests triangulation as a means of layering different pieces of
information to form a clearer picture of elicited valuésthreepart method is
highlighted consisting of the following parts; secondary research, primary research
and then filling the gaps in the acquired knowledge. Expanding upon this system,
secondary research refers to exploring existing and archival fdéitayed by
primary research consisting of ethnographic techniques, which is followed by
structured second guessing, consultation and public involvement to account for
biases in knowledge. (Mason, 2002). This approach includes the relevant
stakeholders anultiple stages and attempts at inferring meaning through including

them.

There is a range of methodologies that could be used to draw out values, including
analysis carried out by an expert, types of ethnographic research such as interviews
and surveys,mapping, primary (archival) and secondary literature research,
descriptive statistics. Low (2002. P -32) identifies traces mapping, individual
interviews, expert research, focus groups, historical and archival documents, and

analysis. These are discussadfollows.

Architectds observations: These reflect t he
on-site observations and prior knowledge of the field.
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Surveys and Interviews: A type of ethnographic research, usually qualitative. In this
research it aimsotextract values from interviews held with different stakeholders.
Interviews can be either structured or unstructured, using written, recorded or
graphic responses and can have varying degrees of focus. They may focus on key
information or a larger samplgize of hundreds. Interviews are widely used in
conservation research and allow in depth analyses from relatively small sample sizes

while focusing on the views of the participants (Young et al., 2018). Elaborating

upon the interview process, accordingyioung et al. (2018, p.11) there are three
general stages of the process, each with
designo, fAdata gathewonpobgofiandtiahapysj sct

to the identification of research ggtions, selection of interview type,

and then, devising initial interview que:
interviews, carrying out the ethical review procedures, refinement of interviews after
the sampling and then undertaking therintei e w. Finally, Aanal y.

refers to the analysis, writeup and dissemination from the interviews.

Focus groups: These include group discussions on a given topic. After interviews,
focus groups may be used to understand the associated meardrgjgraficance
(Halkier, 2010)

Mapping: Mapping is used as a way of organizing information and could be used to
map existing conditions and values, this can occur towards the end of the assessment
process when physical conditions and significance assatstoene together
(Mason, 2002). It can also be used to express complex meanings and emotions on
site as a participatory process, in the form of cultural mapping that is done with the

community (Er2ranta et al., 2016) .

Archival research: Exploring the works social historians to understand historic
value. It can be both qualitative and quantitative data as collected in the past (Mason,
2002)
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Secondary literature research: Generating information from books and other sources,

including those online.

Descripive statistics: Content analysis of media, interviews etc. to see how often a

certain quality is mentioned (Mason, 2002).

In addition to tools such as interviews and expert observations, mapping supplements
the value elaboration process, being incorporfitstlas a participatory practice on

site, and then in the final stage as a means of organizing and combining the values
identified, to communicate layers of meaning. Collectively, these processes for
assessment of values not only inform the understarafimghat is valued but also

how and why those values are held by various stakeholders. This groundwork sets
the stage for exploring valuémsed approaches, which seekntbed these insights

into heritage conservation frameworks in a structured, inclusinel context

sensitive manner.

2.2 Valuesbased approaches

It can be said, the need to find value has been the reason to categorize and catalogue
heritage. As Caple (2009, p . 25) states, s
value for the membersoftha soci ety, 06 and similarly, Appel
t hat objects fare preserved because they ha
attributed by people hold a very important position in conservation. Heritage value

serves as a reference point ime tarticulation of values for various processes,

including attributing heritage status to buildings, and deciding the future of historic

sites, and determining investment priorities.

Historically, concepts such as artistic and age value began to emedgerise

contexts. For example, in 12th century China the appreciation of the artistic qualities

of antiquities, and then in the Italian Renaissance when ancient art found importance

again, the concept of heritage value and age value emerged (Stubbs, 2009).
Generally, the theory of Aval ueso pertains
desirable (Spill man and Strand, 2013). Kl uc
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a conception, explicit or implicit, distinctive of an individual or characteristic of a

group, of the desirable, which influences the selection from available modes, means,
and ends of action. o From this statemen
relationship of values with the individual as well as the group, or community or any

other formof grouping of individuals that share commonality can be seen. On the

other hand, values also come from emotions, or beliefs, and their expression
(Zimmerman 2010).

This statement, AConservation shapes the
itis shaped by the needs and dynamics of t
2008, p.8) , highlights the importance of understanding and catering to the needs of

a society in conservation. It can be said that eliciting values is a means of
understading these needs and dynamics. Richmond and Bracker (2009) claim that
conservation is inherently a valubased activity, reflecting the values held by
individuals and communities. This approach underscores the importance of
recognizing and incorporatingvérse values in conservation planning and decision

making.

The origins of the valuelsased approach in conservation of heritage are not certain
according to scholars; however, some link it to the Burra Charter (Fredheim &
Khalaf, 2016). It is also thougthat the valuebased approach was developed in the

1980s and is rooted in the need to prompt those in the conservation field to
incorporate other voices, values and perspectives (Poulios, 2010). Regardless of its
origins, in this statement by Fielder®@B), "The aim of conservation is to safeguard

the quality and values of the resource, protect its material substance, and ensure its
integrity for future generations" it can be understood that value is intricately tied to
conservation and maintaining igtity of heritage. The valudsased approach was
consolidated as the Burra Charter necess
pl aceo which required values other than
beyond just maintaining practicality, tb e consi d-Andrew 2017). D? a z
ASignificanceo icentred@pproacky in thdt ibnedd$ite considdr u e s
various values attributed by different groups (Mason, 2006). In turn, this led to the
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valuesbased approach being used first in Aalsr, and then for other places to
follow (Walter, 2014).

It is generally held that values are ascribed by people, have an emotional aspect to
them and are both context specific and to a degree even time specific, causing them
to be subjective by natureeHce, values are considered as the basis for conservation
decisions, which is valid as these decisions affect many people in everyday life (De
La Torre, 2013, p. 160)

Although alternate viewpoints to this way of addressing values exist, so far this is
themost common and popular notion. Values are of an evolutionary nature, and it is
this quality of values that reflects in cultural heritage through interactions of people

and places over time. (Faro Convention, 2005).

There are other variables that also ictpaow values are ascribed. Cane (2009)
emphasizes that values depend on factors such as rarity, demand, source, artist, or
relevance to a specific community or place. The degree to which each of these factors
hold influence varies from case to case antveen different contexts. Thus,
context, norms, and perspectives of those making the judgment greatly impact
values. This subijectivity highlights the complexity of defining heritage values, as
different stakeholders may perceive and prioritize valuesrdiityy. Furthermore,

values are not fixed but subjective and situational (Mason & Avrami, 2019).

However, having acknowledged that there is an emotional aspect to values as well,
in the context of conservation of heritage, the purpose of value assesshuarits

go beyond the consideration of quantifiable needs. Reigl states, while describing the
relationships between value®oth commemorative and present day, that a
monument fulfills certain intellectual
Although this highlights age value in the scope of monuments, and does not state
other forms of heritage, the idea of psychological needs being met through heritage
holds true. The Vienna Memorandum delves into this and recognizes that it is
important to guanatee that the historic urban environment retains its sense of place

by considering the emotions and feelings of human beings who associate with their
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environment (ICOMQOS, 2007). Though, considering the feelings people associate
with heritage, values maysa not always be positive and may not always encourage
positive associations. Traumatic heritage places also have values that keep evolving,
and these values are also necessary as they allow us to reflect on history (Avrami,
Macdonald, Mason, & Myers, 2019The idea of multiple heritage values, both
positive and negative, ascribed by individuals and societies at different points in time

truly testifies to a multilayered heritage.

Avaluesbased approach is defined in the fo
structured operation of a cultural/heritage object or site with the primary pwpose
protecting the significance of the pl ac:
Randall Mason (2002) describe cultural significance as the aggregate of values
attributedto a site. In the context of objects and collections, significance refers to the

values and meanings that items hold for people and communities (Russell &
Winkworth, 2009; Walter, 2013). And the identification, study, interpretation,
protection, conservain and presentation serves to enhance these values. (Faro
Convention, 2005)

Given the idea of multiplicity of values, it becomes crucial to consider and accept

the coexistence of values identified by different people. The prospect for conflict and
resultirg conflicting values and coexistence of values is covered in the Burra Charter
(Art 13) stating that cul tur al val ues st
encouragedo (Burra Charter) and the heal

the responsibty of the whole society (Turner & Tomer, 2013).

Values are intricately tied to their social context. The Burra Charter (2013) plays a
pivotal role in promoting the valudsmsed approach by emphasizing the need for
community involvement and local conteki conservation efforts. Rather, its
importance in supporting contextual efforts goes even further. The Burra Charter
placed the situational notion of cultural significance at the centre of policy making.
It also recognises that values can be conflictamyj the ceexistence of cultural
values is to be encouraged in such places (Article 13, Burra Charter). Acknowledging

the ceexistence and conflict between cultural values within situational contexts, the
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Burra Charter also encourages the participatiahcamsultation of nomxperts in a

process managed by professionals. The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of

Cultural Significance, or Burra Charter (Australia ICOMOS 2013) Burra further
suggests that grassoot s practices forcadeedvi agefn&elt
representations of the accumulated effects of the politicization of heritage

conservation.

A valuesbased approach focuses on the values that society, consisting of various
stakeholder groups / interest groups, ascribes to heritage. @oR0t0). This
approach aligns with the broader trend of democratizing heritage conservation,
moving away from expewriven models towards more inclusive, participatory

processes.

Building upon this foundation, the valubased approach in conservatiomaito
balance the diverse values attributed to heritage by various stakeholders. This
approach acknowledges that heritage values are dynamic and ateperdent,
shaped by social, cultural, and historical factors. The recognition of multiple values
challenges the traditional notion of placing emphasis on historic, aesthetic and
artistic values and emphasizes the importance of inclusivity and community

engagement in conservation practices.

In practice, the valuelsased approach to conservation involvesiifgng and
assessing the different values associated with heritage sites and incorporating these
values into conservation planning and decigimaking. This process often involves
engaging with a wide range of stakeholders, including local communigasgde
professionals, policymakers, and other interested parties, thereby enhancing the
connections between stakeholders and sites (Infield et al., 2018; Poulios, 2010)

The valuesbased approach also emphasizes the importance of continuous
monitoring andevaluation to ensure that conservation efforts remain responsive to
changing values and contexts. This dynamic and adaptive approach to conservation
recognizes that heritage values are not static but evolve over time, influenced by

social, cultural, and bktorical developments (Getty Conservation Institute, 2019).
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One of the key challenges in implementing the vaheesed approach is managing

the sometimesonflicting values and interests of different stakeholders. It is no
doubt that collective responsiiyl towards cultural heritage is important and the
views of diverse heritage communities need to be included by increasing
involvement in decision making down to policy making and practices (Faro
Convention, 2005) but this can sometimes lead to confliatiwheeds to be aptly
approached. Moreover, values as held by people are constantly evolving (Faro, 2005)
This requires effective communication, negotiation, and collaboration to find
common ground and develop conservation strategies that respect arzk lihian
diverse values associated with heritage (Olukoya, 2021). According to scholars, not
only are they diverse, by nature values are also contingent (Mason, 2002; Faro,
2005), attributed, multiple, mutable, incommensurable, and in conflict (De La Torre,
2013) and are influenced by circumstance hence can change over time (Johnston,
1992). While there is debate among scholars about the nature of values as extrinsic
in some capacity or, whether some values are only intrinsically attributed , it is
emphasizedhat for religious heritage the intrinsic value of heritage should be

considered (Pontifical Council for Culture, 2018).

As mentioned previously, a valubased approach integrates the identification of
values as the basis for planning process methodslodn this approach, the
identification of values follows assessment and analysis, which is then followed by
integration and response. During the value assessment phase, identified values are
elicited and elaborated upon to create statements of sigmiéicdiason, 2002).
Various tools are used to achieve set goals at each stage of the process. The
identification of values utilizes value typologies as a tool, although for the sake of
simplification, these typologies may minimize certain values while engphgs

others (Mason, 2002). Therefore, the flexibility of value typologies is important for
future use to avoid overly lengthy typologies built upon others (Rudolff, 2006).

In summary, the valudsased approach to conservation represents a significant shif
in the field, moving away from a focus on expeériven practices towards more

inclusive, participatory, and contegénsitive approaches. By recognizing and
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incorporating the diverse values attributed to heritage by various stakeholders, this
approach ins to ensure that conservation efforts are more equitable, sustainable,

and meaningful.

The strength of valudsased theory rests in its capacity to make implicit
conservation decisions explicit by evaluating perceived values. This method fosters
informedand strategic decisiemaking, facilitating transparent communication and

thorough critical analysis (McClelland et al., 2013).

As the field of heritage conservation continues to evolve, the vhhsed approach

provides a framework for addressing tleenplexities and challenges of preserving

cultural heritage in a rapidly changing worl
the need to be fAconscilCGOMGS 19®)touecagrizing of human
that fnAplaces of cul tdurealr ssit gnioffi coaurrc ec ormenful ne
(ICOMOS, 2013, the conservation field has evolved. By embracing the multiplicity

of values and engaging with diverse communities, this approach seeks to safeguard

the cultural significance of heritage for present andreugenerations. To conclude,

the valuesbased approach, when supplemented by stakeholder participation and

collection of narratives forms a strong core for the conservation process. The goal is

not to prioritize cultural assets over stakeholders and peamplice versa, rather it

is to strengthen the relationship between them through Conservation practice, which

is now seen as a process.

From a critical perspective, valubased conservation can present a false choice
between conservation relating to mraks, buildings, or sites themselves or to
communities, stakeholders, and people. It is pointed out by critics thatesed
approaches, though they champion for both tangible and intangible values, focus on
tangible values primarily (Poulios, 201owever, this can be seen more as a
challenge than a fatal flaw of the valdessed approach. There is in fact criticism
over the practice of categorizing values as well. Rudolff goes on to highlight that any
attempt to categorize all values is determitaef@il (Rudolff, 2006). It is also pointed

out that the valuebased approach depends on abstractions which add another layer

of subjectivity to the matter (Walter, 2014). However, instead, a dialogical view of
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heritage is also suggested that builds anittea that past and future arise out of

di alogue between fimultiple embodied subj
2015). However, the valudmsed approach continues to be the most dominantly

used approach that provides coherency.

While the valus-based approach remains a dominant and coherent method for
heritage assessment, its efficacy lies not only in categorizing values but in actively
engaging those who ascribe thegiven that values forrthrough social processes,

are embedded in social rems andare influenced by political situations (Mason,
2002) it can be said thahé process of identifying and interpretingritage values

is alsosocialand carries political implication3 hisdemand sensitivity to the lived
experiences and emotiamssociations of communities connected to heritage places.
In fact, in a values based approattte role of stakeholders in identifying values
follows bottom foundations in extracting community valu@s/rami, Macdonald,
Mason, & Myers, 2019)that can lten be integrated into broader institutional
frameworks for conservation. In this way, vakesed approaches can be a
mediation tool between different stakeholder groups, balancing institutional

authority with the democratic inclusion of community voi@sson, 2002).

If heritage is ascribed by people, or if it is felt and experienced by people, it is crucial
to honor their associations and facilitate them in cultivating and continuing heritage
values. The discussion above about value assessment metfiesiotheir purpose

and their role within conservation comes down to an acceptance of the ownership
and responsibility that different groups associated with heritage may have towards
heritage. Valuedased approaches are but merely a process of mediatimeen
different sets of values or conflict between different groups and communities to
preserve combined interests. Di ssecting
disposal the most effective methods for eliciting and assessing heritage values is
important. However, the real power of a valbesed approach comes through using
these tools to cultivate the values as felt, conceived, and realized by actual groups

concerned with the stewardsh2002 pdd, act ua
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several paits ofdiscussiorarisearound whadas authority to make decisions for a

heritage site and if these people are the s

Hence,it is first importantto identify who these groups of people, or stakeholders
are. Identificatio of stakeholders is crucial as it is they who do the valuing (Mason,
2002). The types of stakeholders can be distinguished in different ways according to
their relationship with the site. Stakeholders involve those who have power, can
make decisions fohe heritage in question such as policy makeuslic officials,
bureaucrats and conservation professionals invelueigrred to as insiders, and
those that have stakes in the heritage but may or may not be involved in the policy
makingreferred to as osiders. (Mason, 2002) Other scholars have defined insiders
and outsiders in different lights, Stephenson describes insiders as community
members, and outsiders as experts in the fields related to conservation (Stephenson,
2008). However, for this thesisngiders will be referred to as associated
communities that are staff members at the school, Sikh community members and
shop owners close to the site whereas experts and the government will be referred to

as outsiders.

There may be overlap between valued dre ascribed by these groups with heritage.
The way values are attributed might differ between these groups, for instance the
insiders (community members) might derive their understanding through personal
experiences and broader knowledge (Stephens608)2 however, outsiders
(experts) might understand values through a theoretical lens and the language
generally used in the profession or the value definitions as understood by scholars
(Mason, 2002). Local meanings might be of more interest teerpars as well as

identity and collected memory (Parkinson, Scott, & Redmond, 2016).

The physical space or site and its physical context, albeit important, are not the full

story of what heritage is. Narratives can offer a medium through which communities

can ontribute the meanings and values they attribute to heritage. Including different

narratives makes the valubased approach more inclusive. Social phenomena are
Agrounded in the communicati on processo an

narratives (Mainesp. 32) Narratives enrich values, and values inform narratives.
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These narratives are context relevant th
(Samuel, 1994) and even the act of sharing narratives within the context they are
present in, can be a signifrdaactivity, where the gravitas lies with the community

members and a sense of occasion is created. Multivocal storytelling can reveal events
through memories that can later be presented through changing cultural perspectives.
(Bakker, 2013). In other wosdlit is an adaptable and flexible means of interpreting
meaningful events and occasions. In this way, collecting narratives can bring forward

a large spectrum of heritage interpretations that become apparent over time.

Additionally, sharing these narraéis itself fosters connections with heritage and can

result in more enthusiasm in contributing to the value assessments. Perhaps its the
ownership felt once oneds voice and opini
retrofitted into preconceived notie and carrying tones of expected assimilation

(Smith, 2006).

Charters and authoritative bodies on Heritage Conservation accept the need for
stakeholder involvement. The ways in which various stakeholders can be involved

and the degrees to which they aredlved have also been a subject of discourse.

The Faro Convention (Council of Europe, 2005) encourages participation of people

i n soci ety i n t he process of Ai dent i fi
conservation and presentation of cultural lsegte 6 al ongsi de Apublic
debate on the opportunities and challenges which the cultural heritage represents;
take into consideration the value attached by each heritage community to the cultural
heritage with which it identifies; recognize tiae of voluntary organizations both

as partners in activities and as constructive critics of cultural heritage policies; take
steps to improve access to the heritage, especially among young people and the
disadvantaged, in order to raise awareness atsoutlue, the need to maintain and
preserve it, and the benefits which may
2005)

The Xidan Declaration (1 COMOS, 2005) and
2008) on the Preservation of the Spirit of Place promotedQ&®yMOS both
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encourage community inclusion. Art. 4 of the Xian declaration (2005) urges to

include oral histories and the perspective of local communities in addition to formal

means to understand the fAsettingaorwhi ch

spiritual practices, customs, traditional knowledge, use or activities and other forms

of intangible cultural heritage aspects that created and form the space as well as the

current and dynamic cultural, soc2.al and

Art. 9 Quebec Declaration emphasizes the need to closely include local communities
in all aspects ofpreservation and transmission of heritage owing to their

understanding of the Aspirit of placeo.

The 2011 Strategic Action Plan by UNES incorporates the importance of
enhancing the role of communities as an actor in the implementation of the World

Heritage Convention as part of the main objectives (UNESCO, 2011).

The Burra Charter (Art 12) states that associated people should be dhilutie
conservation, interpretation and management of the heritage place in question. It also

refers to the various social, spiritual and or other cultural responsibilities that people

i s

ec

(1C

mi g ht have, shoul d all ow f or highlgktedr partici

again (Art 29) stating that the various responsibilities of different organizations and
individuals should be defined (ICOMOS, 2013).

In the case of a specific type of heritage, religious heritage, it is assumed that
Arel i gi ous nedaWwhetked thei religiouseftinatipn continues or not.
(Orbasli, 2018) Which leads to the matter of involving concerned religious
communities. There may be scenarios where including the concerned religious
community may not just be of managerial importaimcg,also of moral importance

as certain groups may be under represented or a minority group who may have seen
the loss of their place of worship through external forces such as forced migrations,
regime shifts and the appointment of a government whosewvalo not align with

the needs of the fewas governments do often caters to the needs of the many. In

such cases, extra effort may be needed to involve the religious group concerned.

Moreover, it is important for decision making bodiesto work inlinetwvi t he Af ai

or origin of the people of they servebo
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this statement from the ethical framework of the Aga Khan Development Network
underlines the i mportance of acute aware
esential even when personal biases point elsewhere. This issue of participation of
religious communities was addressed by the KYIV Statement on the Protection of
Religious Properties (UNESCO, 2010), which prompted that stakeholders concerned
withreligioush er i t age such as fAbelievers, tradit
as States Party authorities, professionals and experts in relevant fields, property
owner s, funding bodies and other i ntere
making. This statemémvas widely received within the UNESCO debates (Pontifical

Council for Culture, 2018).

Having established the necessity of involving communities and stakeholders in
decision making comes the question of how to integrate this involvement, and what
steps totake to ensure it. Incorporating joint decisions with community members
during a management process, and the delegation of demisiking power are both
measures to increase community involvemériwever, both have very different

implications.

To addres this, various scholars have developed steps and levels of participation
and engagement. The degree of participation may be seen on a scale from non
participation (manipulation of the public to achieve an agenda) on one end to
complete citizen control e agenda will be that of the citizens and they will have

the control) on the other, with tokenism in between involving consultation and
placation (Arnstein, 1969) There are several stages within these extremes that can be
looked at in a different, more pitive light. These can be information gathering,
consultation, deciding together, acting together, supporting independent community
interests. (Wilcox, 1994) None of these
other, as every situation is differaeqquiring different levels of action (Djabarouti,
2024) . Where one case might rely on expert knowledge and management, another
might best be carried out by local bodies, perhaps owing to a continuous settlement

or traditional knowledge that supersedes anyt si der 6s knowl edge.
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considering the discussion so far it is for certain that genuine incorporation of the

public voice and authority is crucial in making important decisions.

The value assessment process as demonstrated by Mason that ddrrof the

planning process, recognizes tasks and corresponding tools in the process of value
assessment. Alongside value typologies, stakeholder involvement is recognized as

the one of the tools required to identify values. As a matter of fact, valgodate

are a representation of different viewpoints. As illustrated in the following statement,

AVal ue categories correspond to different s
debates and projects, and devising and debating the typology are themssings m

of stimulating participation.o (Mason, 200
process of eliciting values to be a driver of community participation.

The opinion of experts in any field is the product of their learning. Though the
opinion comes from amformed perspective, it is not a complete and indisputable
fact, and gaps can exist that are easily covered if folk knowledge is included in the
mix. It is essential for experts to accept that non experts need to be included in the
value assessment prase similarly the language and ways of discussing heritage
should also be considered so that maximum participation can occur from the
community stakeholders who may not usually be brought to the table in important
discussions and decision making (Maso2)0In this way, including insiders in

the process can benefit it. Besides, heritage places have a multitude of values
attributed to them by multiple stakeholders, each ascribing value from their own
points of view (De La Torre, 2013). Hence, to form kstic understanding of values

including different perspectives is necessary.

The importance of involving the community in understanding values cannot be stated
enough, and as discussed in this chapter it is well recognized that community
involvement is neded and various stages or levels of involvement exist, it is not to
say that the value assessment process has to be community driven in all scenarios.
The process of understanding social values of a place can be accomplished through

either an extrinsicafldirected process or a community directed process, both involve
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the involvement of the community for at least a period for the development of the

approach. (Johnston, 1992)

To conclude, stakeholders need to be identified and involved in the conservation
process from the gajo, and it is important that the stakeholder identification process

is thorough. Doing so is an attempt to ensure representation by bringing people to an
equitable platform where their voices are heard. This also contributes to dedbate
discourse within local contexts and brings forward innovative ways of conceiving
heritage Conservation to the attention of experts as wadl/enting stagnation of

the field. Stakeholder involvement in Conservation practice has been endorsed by
severalcharters, declarations and conventions and is discussed by various scholars.
Involving the community has promise in that it contributes to sustainable
conservation and transmission of heritage, while benefitting the communities that
associate with it. Mébds to enhance stakeholder involvement may or may not be
guided by experts, however, the approach that is adopted is dependent on the case at
hand. Indeed, the enthusiasm demonstrated by associated communities to heritage is
reflective of their willingnes to commit to its safeguarding and contributes to
capacity building. It is further concluded that through recurring involvement of
community members, a cohesive community is developed that inherently desires the
sustainability of the conservation of théieritage. For the valudsased approach,
discussions about involving stakeholders have been consistent since the conception
of the Burra Charter. Scholars such as Mason include the identification and
involvement of multiple stakeholders as one of thereémarts of the planning
process and further emphasize the need to actively seek out groups that are otherwise
not brought to the forefront. Although the involvement of different groups of
stakeholders can lead to conflicting values being highlighted,ptbeess of
addressing the conflict can eventually bear fruitful results. Finally, to aptly represent
values from those immediately associated with it, the language used should be

compatible.
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2.2.1 Discussion on alternate approaches to valudsmsed approaches

As new challenges to conservation and a diverse range of heritage places emerged,
new and modified approaches to conservation had to be developed. Initially, the
focus was on expert driven approaches. The matesised approach, also known as

the AuthorizedHeritage Discourse (AHD), is expert driven (Parkinson, Scott, &
Redmond, 2016) , rather than community drive
overall else (Poulios, 2014). This includes the development of the World Heritage
concept and adoption of thorld Heritage List (UNESCO) as well as the Venice
Charter (1964Wwhich may be considered the epitome of development of this
approach (Court & Wijesuriya, 2015) In contrast to the Authorized Heritage
discourse, the lay discourse focuses on prioritizing/éthees and priorities of nen
experts (Parkinson, Scott, & Redmond, 2016).

Other approaches that engage the community in different ways and varying
capacities will be discussed now. One such approach is the nalrased approach,
which focuses on stoseand meanings associated with heritage sites. (Walter, 2014)
This approach goes beyond the appreciation and recognition of physical attributes or
the historic role of a place and focuses more on intangible aspects of association that
a community might paess. The focus of this approach is to take a storytelling
approach, and its outcomes are more flexible as the aim is to bring forward different
perspectives. The narrative approach is a metaphor that sees buildings with a
narrative that is intergeneratian communal and ongoing (Walter, 2020). The
approach is dependent on the central position of the community and their authority
over heritage decision making, that should only be supplemented with expert
knowledge and research (Walter, 2020).

Another apprach, the living heritage approach, prioritizes continuity of life between
monuments and people, in contrast the vahassed approach relies on discontinuity
between the past of the heritage and current cultural processes of the current
community. (Poulios2010) The living heritage approach is a community centered

approach that places significant value on intangible cultural heritage and its
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transmission through knowledge and skills (UNESCO, 2024, p. 66), such as
customs, oral traditions, rituals, festigatraftsmanship, and traditional knowledge.

The focus is on continuity of knowledge, languages and traditions that are actively
maintained by communities, viewing heritage as alive and evolving, shaped by those

who practice it (Howard, 2003).

The procesd as e d approach combi nes Aval ueso,
sequentially with the past being a sequence of different values which changes the
material aspects of buildings which are in turn connected to living communities
(Longhi, 2022). The approach fams on the evolving processes and relationships

that sustain heritage through ongoing engagement, along which heritage also
evolves, with the end goal of sustaining this dynamic interaction between
communities and heritage. However, this necessitates dmtative analyses of

val ues of predecessors to suggest a holi
part of its story. This historical procesentered methodology attempts to reach a
positive relationship between expert research and community pgvgseLonghi,

2022).

Approaches such as the living heritage approach and the plmasss approach, as
outlined above, are thought to fulfill the aims of a pedyeed approach. People
based approaches are not merely about increasing participatiom wiith
management system but rather are more reflective of a core aspect of the-heritage

the communities associated with it (Court & Wijesuriya, 2015).

Although it can be said that the valdessed approach shares roots with the material
based approaciht,has come far in attempts to increase community participation and
increase adaptability for different scenarios heritage may be present in. An important
point of discussion in conservation approaches is whose opinion is valued the most.
Concluding discusion above, it is apparent that different heritage approaches, with
their own merits vary in the degree to which communities or experts are involved,
that is, the degrees to which they are community driven, expert driven, or community
centered. An Authored Heritage Discourse (AHD), also known as the material

based approach, focuses more on expert opinions grounded in tangible aspects of
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heritage. Lay discourses are categorized by the deginee of priority is placed on
community opinions. The narrathmsed approach, although community driven,
recognizes that experts can be used for the purpose of collecting and documenting
the stories and affiliations with a heritage place. A living heritage approach is not
just community driven, but is also communigntered, where the emphasis is on

the living practices and traditions that tie the community and the heritage together,
as a continuous. This approach can be aided by experts so long as the community is
not overshadowed. Process based approaches ten@ totégrative in nature,
combining expert analyses with community values and decisions made in the past.
The valuesbased approach is a balanced approach that aims for both expert values

and community values to be considered (Mason, 2007).

In cases wherheritage as a process cannot be explored due to lacking information
about interventions and previous assessments made affecting the site,-basdues

approach can provide a sound reference point for further investigations in the future.
In other wordsit is a balanced approach that can be applied to urban heritage sites
that have multiple communities associated with them and fall under complex

hegemonic orders, hence it is chosen for the case study at hand.

2.2.2 General overview of conservation legislationn Pakistan

Before Pakistan and India accomplished Independence in 1947, the Subcontinent
(current Pakistan, India and Bangladesh) were governed under the British Raj. The
18th and 19th Century Conservation practices of the British Raj were traditional in
nature. One major milestone in the history of Conservation legislation in the
Subcontinent was the formation of the Archaeological Survey of India in 1861, also
referred to as ASI. So far, the concept of antiquities or monuments had not been
codified. The At focused on the preservation of buildings (Akbar, Igbal, & Van
Cleempoel, 2020) and formed the basis for the Andfemtuments Preservation Act

of 1904 (Basu & Damodaran, 2015). Between 1861 and 1904 a shift from centralized
authority on heritage protech, to local governments and back to a centralized

authority, the Archaeological Survey of India occurred. (Akbar, Igbal, & Van
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Cleempoel, 2020) Several milestones in between demonstrate the paradigms that
occurred during this era. Under the ASI, in 18Y& concept of National Monuments

was introduced which included handing-used buildings to civil governments. In

1881, Henry Cardy Cole as the newly appointed Curator of Ancient Monuments
developed his categorization of monuments according to conditiasmbecame the

basis for John Marshall ds classification
i ssued in 1923 . It is to be noted that
the Athens Charter (1932) and Venice Charter (1964).

It is also importahto note that in the above mentioned period in 1861 the Waqgf Act

was also passed which allowed the right of Hindus and Muslims to care for their

places of worship whereas this was not allowed to the Sikhs and was instead
transferred to mahants who werergymen and managers who were indifferent to

Sikh believes and practices (Bainiwal, 2023). 1899 onwards, the scope of the ASI

wi dened and fiancient monument so0 and ant |

Monuments Preservation Act of 1904. The Act reads:

(1) nAancient monument 0O means any structur
tumulus or place of interment, or any cave, rgcklpture, inscription or monolith,
which is of historical, archaeological or artistic interest, or any remains thereof, and

includes®
(@) the site of an ancient monument;

(b)  such portion of land adjoining the site of an ancient monument as may be

required for fencing or covering in or otherwise preserving such monument; and
(c) the means of access to and convenient inspection of an amzanment:

2 Aantiquitieso include any moveabl e ob]j
by reason of their historical or archaeological associations, may think it necessary

to protect against injury, removal or dispersig@overnment of India, 1904)

This act, as mentioned above, marks a major milestone where what constitutes an

ancient monument i s defined and t he Ai nt
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archaeol ogical, etc. The concept of fAsiteso
spatial Imits for protection are laid around. The definition of antiquities is also laid

as moveable objects, and emphasis is | aid o
di spersiono. The act was eventually adopted
formationi n 1947 wunder the name of AANti quiti es
undergo revisions until its final revision in 1992. While earlier versions did not

define time periods for monuments to be cl a
the Act, what is conseted as ancient is defined as that which is sevierdgyor more

years old. This version presents an amalgamation of the previous versions.

Antiquities are identified under the headin

ot

(c) Aantiquityod means.

) any ancient productfdiuman activity, movable or immovable, illustrative of
art, architecture, crafts, customs, literature, morals, politics, religion, warfare or

science or of any aspect of civilization or culture.

(i)  any ancient object or site of historical, ethnographicanthropological,

military or scientific interest;
(i) any national monument; and

(iv) any other object or class of such objects declared by the Federal
Government, by notification in the official Gazette, to be an antiquity for the

purposes of this A (Government of Pakistan, 1992)

Here, the concept of movable and immovable heritage had been consolidated, focus

on antiquities as Aancient products of humar
of heritage as an embodiment of subjective and sdi@nsions was beginning to

be highlighted. The Act also carried guidelines changes and alterations to antiquities,

prohibiting damage, restricting alterations and banning new constructions within 61

metres, or 200 feet of the protected antiquity.

The timeafter the independence of Pakistan can be observed through its legislation

to better understand how its approach sits within global conservation discourse.
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Legislative developments in this domain highlight key inflection points at both
federal and provirial levels, illustrating the growing recognition of cultural

preservation as a vital national concern.

The foundational Antiqgquities Act of 1947
legal effort to protect heritage assets, as a continuation of Ancient rivents
Preservation Act of 1904. Subsequent lavespecially those addressing Evacuee

Properties run parallel to mainstream heritage legislation.

Laws regarding conservation practice in Pakistan reflect the general outlook towards
conservation that has beprevalent since the country gained its independent status.
They reflect the international discourse of Conservation and the degree to which it
has influenced heritage conservation in Pakistan. The Acts set in place defining the
legislation regarding heage Conservation can be divided into the following
categories, referring to key points in the heritage conservation context in the country
that can be seen as pivotal points, or landmarks in policy development; national
landmarks in legislation and Proviatlandmarks in legislation. Acts that are to do
with Evacuee Properties exist parallel to the National and Provincial Landmarks. The
Antiquities Act 1947 formed the basis of heritage legislation in Pakistan.

The term Al andmar ks 02002k is esed taarsfer o @ivotalK h a n ¢
legislative milestones that redefined how heritage sites are governed. These acts
coll ectively trace the tr aj ec tdofrony of P

centralized oversight to more localized and participatory tsode

Monuments of national importance are listed and managed by the Department of
Archaeology and Museums under the National Heritage and Culture Division under
federal law. These includes UNESCO heritage sites. Provincial level departments
are further rgsonsible for the provincial heritage by departments such as Punjab

Archaeology Department, and it is responsible for listing heritage sites in Punjab.
There is a total of one hundred and thirty five heritage sites in the province of Punjab
that are listedas Protected Monuments and Sites under the Department of

Archaeology and Museums consisting of religious heritage, tombs, ancient cities,
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gardens, ancient civilization remains, forts and wells out of a total of three hundred
and eighty two sites listed ass the country in national level heritage lists.
(Department of Archaeology and Museums, n.d.) According to the Tourism,
Archaeology and Museums Department of Punjab there are a total of one hundred
and ninety five gurdwaras in the country. The EvacuestTProperty Board is not
primarily responsible as a listing body, however its role in listing and conservation
of evacuee properties is important. The authority for the case study in question is
currently under the provincial education department, owants current function as

a school rather than a gurdwara, hence, in this research the gurdwara was not found
to be listed as a heritage asset in the abovmtioned departmental archives.

Table 2.2 A list of Acts andlegislatonsaffectingheritagepassedincethe
formation of the country in 1947.

Year - National Landmark - Provincial Landmark - Evacuee Property Legislation
1947 Antiquities Act 1947 (retitled of AMP-1904) _ _
1058 Displaced Persons (Compensation and

- Rehabilitation) Act, 1958 (XXVIIT of 1958)?

1960 _ Conservation Cell in Punjab _

1968 Antiquities Act 1968 _ _

1975 Antiquities Act 1975 B Evacuee Trust Eosgeogiil]e)s ﬁ(sllanagcmem and
1985 _ Punjab Special Premises Act _

1990 Major amendment in Antiquities Act 1975 _ _

1994 _ Sindh Cultural Heritage (Preservation) Act _

1997 National Fund for Cultural Heritage Act B o GO Ry ber

Pakhtunkhwa) Antiquities ordinance -

Formation of Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Prabandhak

1999 - - Comunittee (or PSGPC)
2002 _ Karachi Building & Town Planning Regulations _
2005 _ Punjab Heritage Foundation Act _
2011 Transfer of responsibilities and power from
- federal to provincial governments = =
2012 Lahore Walled City Act

. L Khyber PakhtunkhwaEvacuee Trust Properties
2014 -~ Balochistan Antiquities Act (Management and Disposal) Bill
2016 _ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Antiquities Act 2016 _

THE SINDH EVACUEE TRUST

2019 PROPERTIES (MANAGEMENT AND

DISPOSAL) ACT
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According to the table given above, it is until 2011 that the responsibility for heritage

sites remained under the Federal Government, after which the 18th Amendment
caused a tragfer of power to provincial governments occurred. Of the subsequent
provincial legislations passed it is the Lahore Walled City Act 2012, that describes
parameters around Conservation according to internationally recognized language
(value terminologies).T h e Act defines Aheritage vV a
archaeological, monumental, historic, artistic, aesthetic, cultural or social value, age

value and commemorative value, use value, place value, of the heritage as identified

and assessed for establishmgut hent i ci tyo and includes i
considerations (Walled City of Lahore Act 2012) The Act was drawn by the Punjab
Government after joint efforts to conservation with the World Bank and Aga Khan

Trust for Culture.

Although the Act is amxample of a regional milestone rather than a national one,
its significance as a point of reference is to be stated that provincial milestones should
adapt to and build upon.

The KhyberPakhtunkhwa Antiquities Act, passed for the province of Khyber
Pakhtaonkhwa discusses the process of registration of Antiquities, establishing a
basic structure for listing as an important or protected antiquity, with a review
process on a yearly basis (Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 2016). The Act
extends its scope toultural landscapes and includes them in its definition of
antiquities. The description of values is not as detailed and includes mention of
Ahi storical, cul tural, architectural, r

various points.

Overall, it can be said that the legislation of Pakistan has integrated the concept of
value in their framework, however, what is considered valuable varies from region
to region and province to province, as reflected (accurately or otherwise) through
legislations of repective governments. Additionally, the integration of the values
based approach into the legislation of the Evacuee Trust Board appears to be

deficient.
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Simultaneous to the national and provincial milestones, the matter of evacuee
properties was to be hdled. Following the Partition of 1947 and subsequent
violence between Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs, religious migrations took place across
borders from both sides abandoning heritage sites and properties of associated
communities. The Evacuee Trust PropdBtyard (ETPB) was established in 1960
with its headquarters in Lahore to look after the Evacuee Trust Properties / Land left
over by the Sikh/Hindus who migrated to India during partition in 14871t
functions under Act (Management & Disposal) No.XII1&f75 for management and
disposal of Evacuee Trust Property / Land. (Hisiogyacuee trust property board)

It is a Statutory body governed by Federal government. The formation of the Board
was the outcome of Liagat Nehru Pact 1950 and then Pant Mireegnt 1955

both of which were attempts to mitigate the consequences of the division of the two
countries and the mass migrations that had resulted from it. The Act defines evacuee
trust properties as those pr oqieatibnales fAatt ac
trusts or institutions or any other properties that form part of the Trust Pool
constituted under this Acto. The Act al so i
the maintenance of Evacuee properties and religious purposes such aesféailit
pilgrims etc. (Evacuee Trust Properties (Management and Disposal) Act, 1975). In
contrast to the Liagat Nehru Pact, the Board is dominantly Muslim. Additionally, a
committee was established with the name Sikh Prabandhak Committee under the
EvacueeTrust Board Pakistan in 1999 to supervise festivals, undertake rituals and
protect gurdwaras. The establishment of a separate committee for the safeguarding
of certain religious places is not new, as in 1925 during the British colonial rule a
committee undr the name of Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee was
established as a sekliant body to manage Sikh Shrines and Gurdwaras in Punjab
(Myrvold, 2007). The committee formed now under the Evacuee Trust consists of

ten Sikh members currently.

Legislaton relating to the Conservation of Heritage has evolved since the end of
British Rule and formation of Pakistan and an independent country. However, the
structures upon which the legislative structure rests should hence be reviewed.

Additionally, the sham responsibility between the Provincial Boards and the
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Evacuee Boards creates a mismatch of priorities. The Evacuee Board, despite its
difference in priorities, is a reserved board to act in interest of the religious
communities concerned, however, theklat representation of these people within

the Board poses a significant challenge to the adequate conservation of heritage sites

of underrepresented groups. The difference in priorities is also evident in the
language used within the respective Acts lid Evacuee Boards and Provincial

Boards. Values, as such are not mentioned in Evacuee Board legislation. Moreover,

aside from the dissonance between these sets of legislations, there is a difference in
identified values across Provincial Boards as wethWwacus on descriptions of what

is valuable rather than the values themselves. For instance, The Punjab Heritage
foundation act mentions a fisited to be
garden or any other place or location and shall includgpaayr t t her eof . 0 W
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Antiquities Act m
material grounds is specifically designated as being of importance for archaeology,
prehistory, history, literature, art or science and may beloragnyocategories i.e.

rare collections and specimens of nature such as fauna, flora, minerals and anatomy
property relating to the history of science and technology, military and social history

to the life of national leaders, heroes, thinkers, scientigisisaand other noted
personalities and events of national importance; products of archaeological
excavations or archaeological discoveries; elements of artistic value, inscriptions,

coi ns, currency notes and engropertiesy seal s
while recognizing only historical, cultural, architectural, religious, artistic and/or
scientific value in the terminology used. It is suggested that alongside changes in

policy through lessons learnt from this research, an informed middle gsbootd

be reached between international, national, provincial and Evacuee Trust Board

legislation in terms of the language that is used in these documents.

There is a total of one hundred and thirty five heritage sites in the province of Punjab
that are isted as Protected Monuments and Sites under the Department of
Archaeology and Museums consisting of religious heritage, tombs, ancient cities,
gardens, ancient civilization remains, forts and wells out of a total of three hundred

and eighty two sites listl across the country in national level heritage lists.
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(Department of Archaeology and Museums, n.d.) For the evacuee properties, the

Evacuee Trust Property Board is responsible for management of evacuee properties,

and has a commi t t amenange pfdSikmreligiaus ifisttutions, he A m
places of worships (Gurdwaras) andthesel i ng of Paki st ani Si kh
(Pakistan Sikh gurdwara parbandhak committee (PSGR@acuee trust property

board (ETPB)) although the focus of the committee ifuotional gurdwaras and

their upkeep. The authority for the case study in question is currently under the

District Education Authority, owing to its current function as a school rather than a

gurdwara. Observing that departmental structures for preserdtheritage we can

say that the policy does facilitate the registration of heritage under these bodies, but

there is a lack of implementation of the policy.
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CHAPTER 3

UNDERSTANDING NIRANKARI GURDWARA

According to Ahmad and Bilal (2020) the distraftRawalpindi, often referred to as
pindi, has a history that dates to prehistoric times, given that a fortyhibuesane
yearold site was found in the region close to modern day Rawalpindi. Across time
the area has been known by several names, incléairtamnda, Ghaziabad/Ghazipur,
Pind wal, SindkSagar, and has seen several invasions (Ahmad & Bilal, 2020).

From being under the rule of the Gakkhars the region went on to be a part of the
Mughal empire after which it went to the Sikh empire (Ahmad & BRARO0). In

1849 the city was annexed by the British (Rawalpindi, n.d). The British developed
an important cantonment in Rawalpindi in 1851 (Ahmad & Bilal, 2020).

Then, after the British colonial rule ended, it became a part of Punjab, Pakistan. The
mass migations that took place after the separation of India and Pakistan is

considered one of the largest in history, at which point Rawalpindi was one of the
regions where a refugee camp was established due to the influx of migrants from
East Punjab (Ali & Maqgbol, 2025).

Traditionally Rawalpindi is considered a mercantilist city. (Mobeen, 2023) Today,
Rawalpindi city within the Rawalpindi district is the fourth largest city proper in
Pakistan (Rawalpindi, n.d). Although the city has a Muslim majority, histhyrica
multiple religious communities aside from the Muslim community resided in it
including Hindus, Christians, Jews, Sikhs and Parsis. Consequently, multiple centers
of religion also emerged in and around the city to accommodate their respective
communities including Mosques, Imambargahs, Gurdwaras, Mandirs, Churches and
Monasteries as observed. Most of these centers of religion can be spotted within the

old city.
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3.1  Historical background of Sikhism in Punjab

Founded at the end of the 15th Century, Sikhisna igelatively new religion,
indigenous to the Punjab, which roughly tr
describing the five rivers that flow through it. Owing to its origins within the Punjab,

the religion is deeply intertwined with Punjabi cultureluding language, music,

poetry and festivals such as BaisaakhBikhs played an important role in carrying

out efforts to preserve the language Gurmukhi in the administration as well as early

education (Grewal, 1998). Guru Nanak, the founder of title, f@as born in the

Punjab close to the city of Lahore in a village known as Nankana Sahib.

The start of Sikhism almost coincides with the invasions of the Mughals in the
subcontinent in the early 16th century. Consequently, the early period of thereligi

within Punjab saw political shifts and struggle.

Figure 3.1 shows the map of the subcontinent before it was divided into multiple
countries (Khan, Nuti, Monti, & Micheli, 2022). The Sikh population at this time

can be seen to be concentrated in thalNdfest.

9 Baisaakhii isa festival of Sikhs falling in the month &aisakh(Rekhta dictionary)
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Figure 3.1 Map of the Indian subcontinents before 1947 for the territories of the
area, including present Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh (Khan, Nuti, Monti, &
Micheli, 2022). The populations of various religiousus can be seen

Eventually in the 18th century the Sikh misldars (chiefs) rose to power and at the
cusp of the 18th and 19th century the reign of Maharaja Ranijit Singh started in the
year 1799. It was during his reign that numerous gurdwaras stariadisgrup
across the Punjab, owing to the favor of Ranijit Singh as well as the contributions of
the royalty and courtiers. The forty years of the tenure of Ranjit Singh is considered
the golden age for Sikh political influence, and during this period canaisv
connected with the lives and important events of gurus sprang up within Sikh
communities (Chahal & Dua, 2012) The spread of the religion faced many obstacles
in the form of political circumstances and persecution, though during the British

colonial ea the population of Sikhs is reported to have grown (Grewal, 1998).

In 1849, alongside the rest of tB&h dominions, the area that is now the district of
Rawalpindi was annexed by the British. The city particularly grew during the

colonial era when it lmme a military base. It was also during this period that the
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Sikhs grew in influence as they started engaging in various economic activities such

as production of textiles, the timber industry among other enterprises (Grewal, 1998).

AccordingtoGrewal@98) i n his book AThe Sikhs of the
developed several distinct groups within themselves. Sikhs that underwent baptism

would become known as Singhs, whereas those that did not would be known as

sehajdaris; this group did not placerauch emphasis on baptism. Nirankaris were a

religious reformist group that emerged from the sehajdars, focusing on removing
Brahmanical influences from the religion. Namdharis were another group that

emerged from sehajdaris.

The Nirankaris emerged soofiea the annexation of Punjab by the British and the

end of the Sikh Empire. The founder of the sect, Baba Dayal was a Malhotra Khatri

of Rawalpindi (Grewal, 1998). Nirankaris are a sect within the Sikh religion that

started in 1851 by its founder Baba Dizas, in the city of Rawalpindi, and their

sect introduced some variations in practice within the religion, among them being

their avoidance of ritual. (Webster, 2018) The Nirankari community was
predominantly present within the Potohar region of the @utioeent, in the North

West (Fig. 3.2). During the colonial era Nirankari population was reported to have

been smaller, as fisever al hundredso in the
neighboring towns (Kaur, 2019) By 1903 the Nirankari populatienlcd be fAcount ed
in thousandso in the towns and villages of
between the river Indus and Jhelum where they would consist of Khatri, Arora and

Bhatia traders, bankers and shopkeepers (Grewal, 1998, p. 141).
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Figure 3.2 Potohar plateau highlighted in orange on the map of the subcontinent at
the top left. Year 1856 CE. (Joppen, 1914)

Poshaware ) : I THE PUNJAB UNDER SIKH RULE

Figure 3.3 Map showing the various rivers that flow through the Punjab and the
region between them (Grewal, 1998).
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However, in the mie20th century several regions in what counts as Pakistan today
saw a decline in the Sikh population due to migration to India from Pakistan, causing
a redistribution of the population (Dutt, 1977), leayv behind their places of
worship. After the split of India and Pakistan the center of faith of Nirankaris was
moved to, India in 1947 and in 1958 they purchased land in Chandigarh for a new
Adar baro (Webster, 2018).

Gurdwaras, being the place of worsbipSikhs are found in various districts of the
province of Punjab, although not all of them continue to be used as gurdwaras.
Rawalpindi is a city within the district Rawalpindi, in the north of the Punjab
province of Pakistan. The district is locatedlom Potohar Plateau region in Pakistan
and is present on the direct route from the Khyber Pass in the Northwestern
Mountains to the Indian subcontinent and has been in the path of migrations to the
subcontinent historically (Ahmed, 2012). It is during Bréish colonial period that

the municipality of Rawalpindi was established in 1867 (Rawalpindi, n.d)

According toAhmed (2012), por to the separation of India and Pakistan, Hindus
and Sikhs formed the majority, with the Sikhs being the richest commamityost
economic activities including trade, commerce and money lending activities were in
their hands, in contrast the Hindus were smaller traders whereas Muslims were
artisans or financially not well off. During the separation of the two countries in
1947, the violence that occurred in the city was particularly concentrated on the 5th
of March, which continued for a few days, during which Muslims committed acts of
violence against Sikhs and Hindus, and vice versa, despite the city being relatively
nortviolent in the past. As a matter of fact, certain acts of violence were instigated
within the vicinity of the Nirankari Gurdwara, in the neighborhood called Raja
Bazaar. According to accounts by locals as presented in the book The Punjab
Bloodied, Partitiond and Cleansed by Ishtiag Ahmed (2012¢veralacts of

violence occurred in tharea
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Figure 3.5 The location oRawalpindi within Pakistan.

The figure 36 shows the historic core and inner city of Rawalpgnati its growth

71



Figure 3.6 Urban growth of Rawalpindi over time from the historic area (Tariq,
2024)

3.1.1 Characteristics of gurdwaras

The gurdwara is itself a type of Sikh building among others such as secular
fortresses, dwellings, colleges¢cthat can be found in the subcontineftere are
generally two types of gurdwaras. The first type is itihasik gurdwaras; or historical
gurdwaas that are associated with the gurus or important personalities, and the
second type are those do not have this association (Myrvold, 2008). The itihasik
gurdwaras can be locations where important events relating to the lives of the gurus
took place suclas the occasion of their births, or the places where they grew up,
resided, got married, died, got cremated. They could also be the places where the
gurus fought battles or debated along religious lines with their contemporaries. They
may also be those giwaras founded in reminiscence of disciples to the Gurus who

shared the company of the gurus or carried out important duties. Gurdwaras may also
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be historic when they would be made with the purpose of preserving relics that were
Abl essed b ytouthhdedy temsuctsad handrwritten manuscripts, letters
or they could be items such as clothes, swords, sandals among other personal
belongings that would either be given as a gift or dropped while travelling. The
gurdwaras constructed on such sitesadse considered historic. The second type of
gurdwaras, those that are made to serve community needs are more prevalent in
diaspora communities and are more recent. Those that are significant to specific
personalities such as Gurus, prominent Sikhs arful8#tory are generally found in

India, Pakistan and Afghanistan (Bainiwal, 2024).

One of the indicators of the time and period of construction of gurdwaras or the
donations made to them is the presence of inscriptions, usually written in the

Gurmukhi scipt, which is also the language the sacred scriptures of Sikhism are

written i n. The term AGurmukhio | iteral

and according to Sikh tradition it was invented in the 16th century by the second
Sikh guru to write te sacred literature in, though it is possible that he was the

standardiser of the script rather than

Despite variations in form and scale across different regions, the fundamental
elements of gurdwaras thatdikely to be found remain consistent (Chahal, K. S.,
2012). The architectural evolution of gurdwaras closely mirrors the broader
architectural developments in their respective regions, often driven by the patronage
of royals and wealthy merchants (Chiahka S., 2012). This parallel evolution can

be attributed to the socjmolitical landscape of the time, which saw influential

figures commissioning the construction of these sacred structures.

As the construction of gurdwaras became more prevalent ib8thecentury, their
architectural form began to demonstrate a clear and recognizable pattern. Typically
gurdwaras incorporate the following key elements; sanctum santorum, resting room
for the Guru Granth Sahib, Palki, Nishaan Sahib, Holy Pond, LangakydPaa,

Deodi (Chahal, 2012; Sikh Coalition, 2021)
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Figure 3.7 Plan of the Gurdwara Harimandar Sahib, otherwise known as Golden
Temple, Amritsar (Wikimedia Commons, n.d.). Some important features of a
gurdwara are highlighteon the plan.

Sanctum Santorum (Darbar Sahib): The central and most sacred space within the

gurdwara, where the Guru Granth Sahib (the holy scripture of Sikhism) is enshrined

(Chahal, 2012).

Figure 3.8 Darbar sahib interioof Golden Temple, Amritsar. (Punjab News
Express, 2022)

Resting room for the Guru Granth Sahib: A designated room where the holy scripture
(Guru Granth Sahib) is kept when not in ceremonial use, usually at night (Myrvold,

2007).
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Palki: A canopy that covetie Guru Granth Sahibwithin the resting room, adding
to the sanctity of the space (William J. Glover, 2012). The Prakash Asthan, where
the Guru Granth Sahib is placed, is central, positioned under a canopy on an elevated

platform above the floor whereedotees sit (Kapur & Dogra, 2024)

Figure 3.9 The palki, or palanquin intended to place the Granth Sahib (holy
scripture) on to be carried, shielded behind a glass facade at Gurdwara Nankana
Sahib, Pakistan.

Sikh Flag (NishaarSaahib): A prominent symbol of Sikh identity, often seen
fluttering outside gurdwaras, essentially indicates that hospitality is available. It is
present high up and is usually saffron or yellow in colour, sometimes even blue
(Bainiwal, 2024). It is seeas a symbol of authority and freedom. (Cole and Sambhi,
1995) It is also referred to gisandal! sahib and is used in all public gurdwaras
(Singha, 2005)

10 The Guru Granth Sahib is the holy scripture of the Sikhs.
11 Jhanda means flag.
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Figure 3.10 Nishaan Sahib hosted on the flag post, Gurdwara Nankani, Sahi
Pakistan. (Blizin, n.d.)

Figure 3.11 Crown of the flag being fixed during ceremony. (Youtube, 2025)

Holy Pond (Sarovar): A water body used for ritual purification, reflecting spiritual
purity (Chahal, 2012).
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Figure 3.12 Pool atGurdwaraNankanaSahib,Pakistan.

Community Kitchens (Langar): Spaces where free meals are prepared and served to
all visitors, embodying the Sikh principles of equality and community service
(Chahal, 2012)

Figure 3.13 Langar organised at Gurdwara Bangla Sahib. Delhi, India. (Trip
Hippies, n.d.)

Passageway for circumambulation (Parikrama): Pathways around the sanctum,

allowing devotees to walk in a meditative and respectful manner (CRali2)

Entrance or gateway (Deodi): The welcoming gateway that leads into the gurdwara

premises, often architecturally significant (Chahal, 2012)
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Figure 3.14 12 Deodi, or entrance portal of Gurdwara Nankana Sahib.

These elments highlight the dual role of gurdwaras as both places of worship and

centres of community life. The consistent presence of these features across various

gurdwaras underscores their importance in Sikh religious practice and cultural

identity. These eleants and the spaces created inside gurdwaras have historically

been associated with certain devotional rituals and practices such as reciting, singing

(kirtan), narrating, meditating, praying, and conducting social work (Myrvold,

2007), that ©SeyvafisevaworKaor service organi
especially for the construction of gurdwar a
is an important aspect of Sikhism and so are the devotional activities carried out by

the sangat such as recginymns (Singha, 2005).

The relationships between different rituals are highlighted in scholarly work in the

foll owing manner. The process of HfAselfl ess
community kitchen (Langar). This can be understood throughtiiter that records

the relationship of the fAdharamsal ao, or al
practices such as Ad... bringing water, grin
community (Grewal, 2006). The community kitchen is one of thedations of

Sikh faith as explained in the following st
khanao translating to ATaking the name of t

foodd (UNESCO, 2020)
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Other practices that are routine in gurdwaras and gigedpect include removal of

shoes at the entrance of the gurdwara, cover heads or wear a turban, wash hands,
bow and touch the base of the Nishaan Sahib and shining the shoes of devotees
(Bainiwal, 2024).

Understanding the architectural and historicaltegnof gurdwaras is essential for
appreciating their significance in Sikhism. This background provides a foundation
for exploring specific case studies, such as the Nirankari Gurdwara, and
understanding their unique contributions to the Sikh heritage aaclitectural

landscape.

To summarize, there are various practices such as traditions and rituals that are in
place in the case of gurdwaras. These influence the values they carry and those that
may be associated with them by their communities, in paatictile concept of seva

or fAselfless serviceo is important for
gurdwara at the heart of devoted practice in the community. Awareness of these
practices is essential and influences how religious heritage isyeet@nd informs

the sensitivity with which it is dealt with.

In Punjab, the locations where gurdwaras would be constructed had a historic
commemorative association for the Sikhs of the area, such as life events of the Gurus
and places associated with théirth and eventual passing (UNESCO, 2020).
According to the observation of the authdhe nomenclature of gurdwaras itself
often represents associative meanings, with the name of the guru being used in them,
for instance, the Gurdwara Baba Banda Singihdlur marks the site of a Sikh
martyr by the same name. Or, Gurdwara Sri Guru Nanak Satsang refers to Guru
Nanak, the founder of the Sikh faith. Several gurdwaras in the name of the same

personality may be found.

Sikhism developed in the northwestern pzrthe subcontinent. Over time, as the
need to cater to a growing Sikh population emerged and more functions needed to
be accommodated, spacious halls and langars (community kitchens) developed.
(Nikam, 2024)
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The development of architecture of gurdwaras loe divided in three stages, the first
being the period between 16th to 18th centuries, being the formative years of
gurdwara architecture, 18th to 19th century being the era of growth and formalization
of gurdwara architecture, and modern era architectarting 20th century onwards

that includes the diaspora and modern practices (Kapur & Dogra, 2024). As we are
concerned with the historic gurdwaras of south Asia, to observe influences on the
architecture of the case study, the modern era architecfugeirdwaras in the
diaspora is not going to be discussed.

According to Chahal (2012), the construction of gurdwaras started during the time
of the gurus, at which point they were simple dharam$ajalaces of preaching and
worship. These started as hike forms and made of timber, brick and plaster. The
early gurdwaras or dharamsalas were dependent on available resources available to
the community, climatic conditions etc. and evolved accordingly. These structures
were more likely to lack durability, lch is why most perished, in some instances,

the gurdwaras we see today were in place of these as reconstructions in later periods
(Chahal and Dua, 2012).

One such example is that of the Golden Temple at Amritsar. Though originally built
in the 16th centty has undergone several reconstructions (Kapur & Dogra, 2024),
though the plan is still based on the practices of the 17th century (Chahal, Dua, &
Singh, 2012), with the current building being the construction of Maharaja Ranijit
Singh with interior moditations having continued after his passing (Kaur, 2019). It
is speculated that the original structure was a-s$teoy building with a dome,
constructed in burnt brick and lime mortar (Kaur, 2019). Hence it can be said that it
was during this period that é¢hpresent appearance of these gurdwaras was
consolidated. Another example of this is seen in Gurdwara Guru ka Lahore which

was a reconstruction over a prior gurdwara site that took place in the 18th century.

12 pharamsalasreearlierversionsof gurdwaras.
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The structure supports a flat roof and a circonhalation path outside the main hall.

The plan is square with a doorway on one side along with recessed arches on the
sides, whereas the remaining faces have openings. Although the pathway around the
structure is not covered, eaves are projected on al sidparapet level (Chahal and

Dua, 2012).

(a) Ground Floor Plan {b) First Floor Plan (¢) Front Elevation

Figure 3.15Plans and elevation of the Golden Temple in Amritsar (Chahal, Dua,
& Singh, 2012).

Figure 3.16 Gurdwara Guru ka Lahore, Anandpur. Old ysaph before
reconstruction. Showing a simple square plan with fenestrations on all sides and

one entrance. An example of 18th century gurdwaras (Chahal, Dua, & Singh,
2012).

The form of the gurdwara has evolved from simple hutlike structures at thetim
the Gurus, to more elaborate structures influenced by the religious and educational
practices to be carried out within (Chahal, Dua, & Singh, 2012).
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Although the roots of development of styles of the Gurdwara are not certain due to
limited documentatin, it is supposed that the construction of gurdwaras, particularly

in brick were carried out by royal patronage, Sikh aristocracy or wealthy merchants.
According to attempts to create typologies of gurdwaras seen in the literature,
historical gurdwaras aroften characterized by square, rectangular or octagonal
plans that were constructed and then reconstructed across different periods between
the 16th to 20th centuries (Chahal, Dua, & Singh, 2012. Kapur & Dogra, 2024) These
Gurdwaras would often have emtices on all four sides and a place for the sacred
scripture in the middle. There are several assumptions that can be drawn about the
plan layouts as observed in the aboventioned examples. The arrangement of the
main darbar halls in particular is theipoof discussion as they form the center of
religious activity, holding congregations or sangat, reading hymns etc. The layout is
often simple, giving a central position to the Guru Granth sahdking it the point

of interest. A circumambulatory pathoaind it would further indicate the importance

of this place. The circumambulatory pathway could either be inside or outside the

main chamber.

These gurdwaras would often have entrances on all four sides and a place for the
sacred scripture in the middleh& 18th century onwards there were much more
elaborate structures, with tall elaborate domes and multiple stories. Though, the

general layout of the spaces remains the same.

Previous literature regarding gurdwaras has attempted to build regional as well as
general typologies to understand the general form of gurdwaras. Such attempts
include the categorization of gurdwaras through physical context, historical and
political context, spatial layouts as well as architectural features and decorative
elements. (lepur & Dogra, 2024) Regional classifications have also been made that
mention the form of gurdwaras in terms of shapes of layouts. (Chahal, Dua, & Singh,
2012) These studies often feature prominent examples such as the Golden temple at
Amritsar or thosetaDelhi or other cities that are considered more prominent in the
history of the subcontinent or are studied mmyemonly However, it is noted that

most of these are gurdwaras of Khalsa Sikhs, where the term Khalsa implies the
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mainstream sect of Sikh§hose associated with other sects or religious reform
movements such as Nirankaris, Namadharis or Singh Sabha may, or may not

demonstrate different forms a generalization based on form could even be made.

Gurdwarasnay often feature, as in the literedusquare plans with entrances on all
sides, and ornamental or symbolic elements such as domes etc. However, this
assumption may or may not hold eréor all Gurdwaras across different sects and
regions.After all, as discussed earlier, the primary fumictof a gurdwara is indeed

to house the holy scripture and facilitate congregation, with an indicator of the faith
in the form of the Nishaan Sahib, with supplementary functions such as a community
kitchen or accommodations for travelers and visitors twige for community
needs. However, other sects of Sikhs also exist, such as Namdhari, Udasi, Nirankari,
among others. Nirankaris are a sect separate from the Khalsa and were not a
prominent group among the Sikhs in terms of population. They are alserdlyec
established sect. Given that Nirankaris were not the prominent group in numbers
among Sikhs during Sikh rule, the assumption that all gurdwaras are to be state
sanctioned can be dropped, which opens possibilities to consider variations in

architectual expression.

The transmission of crafthat wereused in the construction of these gurdwaras can
also be studied. In the local context, craft was dftansmittecthrough guild like
structuresand in the homes of artist famili€gloor, 1999) These ghranas would
have experts who would mentor other craftsmen, caistaadlocally, who would

take apprentices under their wing to train them. An example of this could be the art
of Naggashin South AsiaOne important Naggash of the time is Bhai Gian Bing

In the book, Gian Chitravali (1956) a compilation of his contributions to fresco work
and stone inlay works seen. A study of which gives the impression of how
ornamentation in Sikh sacred spaces may have been catesdlids can be seen in
Fig.3.17below, facades and wall surfaces are commonly with panel work alongside
arches. Multifoil aches are often found (Fig. 3)18elow, in Fig.3.¥ a sketch of a
dome design by Gian Singh Naggash (Singh, 2021), par&lover a facade with

multiple arches aqabe seen arranged in a modular proportion system. These could
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potentially be used for inscriptions. In this case the ribbed dome has a top element in

the form of a lotus bud, which may carry symbolic meaning.
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Figure 3.17 Sketchof asegmented domay Gian Singh Naqgadlsingh,2021).
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Figure 3.18 Panelingasafeatureoftenfoundin gurdwaras(Nikam, 2024)
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Figure 3.19 Multifoil arches and ornate columns are ateonmon features in a
gurdwara. lllustration taken from Nikam (2024)

An understanding of decorative features used in Sikh architecture can perhaps be
built through observing the craft of the time and the work of artisans. A cursory look
into the Naqqashiraft of the time, can help understand the motifs used in the
gurdwaras. According to the book Gian Chitravali (1956) one example of the craft
is Jaratkari® (Fig. 320). The practice requires gentle handling of pieces of stone

while fitting them in paneléFig. 321).

Figure 3.20 The jaratkari on the walls of the Golden Temple, as presented in Gian
Chitrayali (1956).

13 Jaratkari is the cestone inlay work carried out imarble.
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As illustrated in Gian Chitravali (1956) border designs may also be incorporated in

these and are called padththat are depicted through creepers, birds or animals, the

key element being symmetry in the design. These practices reflect dehin, which is
the artistos e xopteerimpragsion odsacred ar plolized eniitiesn

Such patterns may also bsed in carved relief work in marble.

Figure 3.21 An example of cut stonework from the Golden Temple in Amritsar,
India.

To further probe the subject of establishing distinct features of gurdwaras in the
region, a closer Idoat local examples within the context of the city of the case study

is carried out, to extract any possible similarities or differences that could be found
in the immediate context within the old city. Comparison is made between the
physical features oht gurdwaras, as they stand now. Although the original state of
the gurdwaras or even subsequent stages could not be studied due to the limitations
of the study, the lack of documentation. And, in the case of the places that were
converted to homes and lafamilies present in them, due to concerns of privacy
and lack of trust established with the residents, complete layouts of the current state
or extensive photographs could not be taken. However, a general understanding of
the individual spaces was esiahkd, and the discussion on the similarities as well

as differences between the case study and other gurdwaras will be carried out.
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3.1.2 Local Context

A cursory look at prominent gurdwaras within Pakistan also shows that many of
them are associated with Guruamak. According to the online database on
Gurdwaras of the Department of Archaeology and Musgumas) Gurdwaras are
mostly found in the central Eastern and Northern regions of Pakistiarseveral
belonging to the 18th and 19th centuri8eme of thesare in private use, while
others are under the Evacuee Trust Property B@epdartment of Archaeology and
Museums, n.d.)The focus of the exploraty study carried out in this thesis was

focused in the Rawalpindi district, specifically in Rapvadi city.

As mentioned in the introductory chapter of this thasigjas attempted to locate
gurdwarasn the areasnentioned in Evacuee Trust Property Board Archives. These
areaswere namely, Raja Bazaar, Lunda Bazaar, Kartarporamrbara Mohalla,
Shah Chan firagh, Chungi Number,4.al kurti, Tench bata, MarirAmirpura
Mohallah and Jhangi Mohallas located on the maput of which Gurdwaras could
not be found in Tench bata, Marir, Amirpura Mohallah and Jhangi Mohgfigh
3.22).

Neighbourhoods surveyed
7 Raja Bazaar
Kartarpura
7 imambara Mohalla
Shah Chan Chiragh

Q Lalkurti

£ Chunghi Number 4

Gurdwara Istree

5

Tench Bata (Gurdwara
demolished or could not be
located)

Marir (Gurdwara demolished 0 '

or could not be located) v ‘
o - q% Gurdwara Singh Sabha
Amirpura Mohallah (Gurdwara / 0

demolished or could not be -

located) (

Q&

Jhangi Mohallah Jadeed
(Gurdwara demolished or
could not be located)

Wemes of Ousdwarns - -81 & Gurdwara Nirankari
@ Gurdwara Baradari Sahib - ;
@ Gurdwara Damdama Sahib
0 F
Gurdwara Guru Nanak AT
Satsang
@ Gurdwara Lalkurti
@ Gurdwara Istree

@ Gurdwara singh Sabha
@ Gurdwara Nirankari

Gurdwara Lalkurti

Figure 3.22 Locations of Gurdwaras in Rawalpindi. (Author, 2025)
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Information on the dates of construction is not always available. Some of these have
inscription panels that indicate the year of construction, or dates of donations made
whereas otherfave lost their inscriptions. The table below gives a preliminary
inventory of Gurdwaras in Rawalpindi city and their status of use currently. This
inventory is based on evidence found for the existence of these gurdwaras in the
district archives of the\Bacuee Property Trust Board, as well as visual proof such as
the presence of inscriptions mentioning donations made to the gurdwaras or the dates
the foundations were laid. Due to limitations of the study, Gurdwara Akalgarh,
currently operating as a schpobuld not be entered. At another site, Bagh Sardaran
the Evacuee Trust Property Board claims that there is a gurdwara that is occupied
by the police. This site could also not be visited due to limited access.

Table 3.1 Gurdwaras identified in Rawalpindi city and their current status of use.
In the table, * implies that the use is not clear (Author)

Nameof Gurdwara

Statusof Use

GurdwaraBhaiMani Singh Govtschool
GurdwaraBaradari Residential
GurdwaraSriGuruNanakSastang Depot
GurdwaraLalkurti Residential
GurdwaraAkalgarh School

Gurdwara Bagh Sardaran

*

Gurdwaralstri Satsang

Residentialfreligious

GurdwaraDamdanaSahib

Residential commercial

GurdwaraSinghSabha

School

GurdwaraNirankari

School

The lackof available documentation and information available on the gurdwara
prompted an explorational study of these gurdwaras to understand if a local typology
could be identified in the inner city of Rawalpindi for gurdwaras. The range of sizes
and scales, antbnsequently the spatial layouts can vary according to this study, and
architectural differences are also seen. This could perhaps be attributed to the various
architectural influences that were present in the colonial era, availability of materials
and gerhaps due to differences in financial power and influence of the patrons. The
presence of inscriptions, aids in identifying important dates related to the gurdwaras

or connections to important personalities. A comparison of various features of the
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gurdwaas visited during the field survey was drawn. Ultimately, the study aimed to
better understand Nirankari Gurdwara, the case study, through this explorational

study.

3.1.2.1 Contextual comparison

The accessibility and approach of the gurdwaras, and the relatiafishiprior and

exterior spaces vary according to theirimmediate contexts. Those occupying a larger
plot of land may feature a courtyard in the center according to observations made
during the field survey. For instance, a gurdwara present in a realdenti
neighborhood may have an entrance through a narrow alley rather than the main
road. I n the case of Gurdwara Baradari,
the main entrance is through an alley in a residential neighborhood. Similarly, other
gurdwaras within residential areas such as Gurdwara Istree Satsang that are found
between row housing, are entered from the alley and sit compactly within the

context.

Figure 3.23 Entrance to Gurdwara Baradari.(Author, 2D2
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Figure 3.25 GurdwaralstreeSatsangView of the facaddrom the street (Author,
2024).

TR ST T

Figure 3.26 Gurdwaralstree Satsang. View of the street from the facade (Author,
2024).
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3.1.2.2 Comparison of mass organisation and layouts

Some of these gurdwaras feature an open courtyard that all the interior spaces can be
accessed from. Upon entering Gurdwara Baradari there astacourtyard in the

middle surrounded by building masses from all four sides. Similarly, Gurdwara

Lalkurti is also entered from an alleyway and has a courtyard in the middle that is
surrounded on all four sides. Both gurdwaras appear to have been tws kigin,

though currently the upper floor of Gurdwaralkurti is in ruin. Certain alterations

have been mad® the two, as observed, as they are in residential use currently.
Gurdwara Baradari is occupied by several families, that have made altetations

retrofit amenities to make the gurdwara more suitable for living, such as the
installation of bathrooms and water tanks
as well as extruding out of the fa-ade i1
observed to be most intact. Gurdwara Lalkurti on the other hand, is inhabited by a

single family, and the changes made, such as installation of bathrooms and kitchens

is made inside the built structure, rathe
However, the courtyard is now larger due to the collapse of a veranda that extended

across the length of the courtyard.

Like the above mentioned two gurdwaras, Gurdwara Damdama Sahib also has a
courtyard in the middle, however, it also has another domeactste present inside

the courtyard which resembles a shrine or samadhi. Gurdwara Singh Sabha,
converted to a school, has a large part of its courtyard covered and a mosque is

constructed within it, altering its mass orgaation.
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Figure 3.28 Gurdwara Lalkurti, views from the courtyard (Author, 2024).

3.1.2.3 Comparison of facade organisations

Observing the gurdwaras and their r@aghip with the context, the density of the
neighborhood and scale, some assumptions can be made. Gurdwaras present in
narrow alleys within row housing lack monumental entrances, rather they feature
large openings that follow a proportion system that aléw repetition in the visual

form, such as Gurdwara Istree Satsang with its long, narrow windows. On the other
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hand those that are entered from busy roads in commercial areas are currently
concealed from the outside by shops and plazas and othepfigi@s in the case of
Gurdwara Singh Sabha and Gurdwara Nirankari, or are partially concealed
depending on the scale of the gurdwara as in the case of Gurdwara Damdama Sahib,
where shops are made within the structure and are accessible from the outside.
Entrance portals in gurdwaras that enter a courtyard tend to be more prominent, as
in the case of Gurdwara Baradari where the facade has repetition of fenestration sizes
and forms on either side. Courtyard facades also tend to have a hierarchy with
repetiton of elements on either side of the centre of the facade, this is the case with
Gurdwara Baradari where a dome stands out in the facade. Depending on the context,
corbelled ledges can also be seen, as in Gurdwara Baradari, for the purpose of resting
agairst the wall.

Figure 3.29 Gurdwara Singh Sabha. Facade after changes and alteration. (Pakistan
Geotagging, 2022)
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Figure 3.30 Gurdwara Singh Sabha. Facade before changes, as seen in an old
photogaph. (World Gurudwaras, n.d.) As can be observed, the courtyard was
covered at a later period.

3.1.2.4 Comparison of Gurdwara Elements

Entrance portals are generally elaborate parts of the gurdwaras. Depending on the
street context the degree to which they stamdio terms of scale can vary. For
example, Gurdwara Baradari (fig 3.23) and Gurdwara Lalkurti (fig 3.24) and
Gurdwara Damdama Sahib have large, arched entrance gates. Gurdwaras located in

a residential setting may have entrances that blend in with thexton

Flagposts and flagbases were found in Nirankari Gurdwara and Gurdwara Lalkurti.
These host the Nishaan sahib with the Sikh khanda in functioning gurdwaras,
however, the Nishaan Sahib is removed in these examples as they are not functional
gurdwarasBoth were ornate and the flagbases were clad with materials such as
marble in the case of Nirankari Gurdwara and ceramic tiles in the case of Gurdwara
Lalkurti.
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Figure 3.32 Flag base, Gurdwara Nirankari (Author, 2024).

The presence of a well, as discussed before, would often be an important part of a
gurdwara, though that does not always have to be the case. In the studied gurdwaras,
traces of wells were found in two places, Gurdwara Lalkurti as well as Gurdwara Sri
Guru Nanak Satsang. Both are not used anymore or have dried up. Whereas, in
Nirankari Gurdwara, nofiterary sources and recollections of prior students suggest
the existence of well where new construction has now been carried out, and the
area is incorporated into a different function, becoming excluded from school

compounds.
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Figure 3.34 Non functional well, Gurdwara Sri Guru Nanak Satsang (Author,
2024).

Among the studied gurdwaras, inscriptions could be found generally above
entrances, mentioning the name of the gurdwara. They may also be preseat
facades within the courtyards mentioning the dates of constructianterior walls

or evenon the floors. Inscriptions may also be indicators of donations made at
different points in history. Gurmukhi is the script identified, though in somescas

the Persian script is also seggpending on the time the inscription was installed,
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such as that found in Gurdwara Lalkurti dated 1937, mentioning the donation of a

room to the gurdwara.

Figure 3.35 Inscription panels omarious gurdwara sites (Author, 2024).

3.1.2.5 Architectural details and ornamentation

The primary load bearing material used for construction is observed to be brick with
mortar. The presence of domes is seen in Gurdwara Baradari, Gurdwara Damdama
Sahib as well & Gurdwara Singh Sabha, although for the latter two, it is uncertain
whether the dome indicates the main prayer and congregational area or if it is a shrine
(samadhi) built to commemorate an important personality or Guru. Additionally, |
beams are seen gsome examples across sealing spans for structural support, and

balconies and projections in timber construction are sometimes seen as well.
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Figure 3.36 Useof I-beamsGurdwaraBaradari.

Finishingelementsuchasglazedwall tiles andfloor tiles areseenn severaplaces,
lining thebeading ofdoorsas border sequences, skirting levels, above arches etc as
well ason floors.The useof plastered column®r the purposeof decorations also

seen in some of the studied gwadas.

Marble cladding on facades is something that is not seen in the others, but is seen
only in Gurdwara Nirankari, that is the case study. Another material used in
archways to add inscriptions and decorative elements in the facades, seems to be

sandstae, as seen in the entrance portal of Gurdwara Barddigui3(35).

Figure 3.37 Entrance portal of Gurdwara Baradari (Author, 2024).
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Table 3.2 Layouts and descriptions of gurdwaras visited in &pimdi. (Author,

205)

Name of Gurdwara

General Layout at Ground floor

Gurdwaralstree

Current use/Neighbourhoodcontext

Desription of current layout

ResidentialReligious/Residentialsmall
shops

Single entrance, 3ateystructure withan
accessibleoof. A centralcourtyards presenbut
only on the third storey.

GurdwaraSri GuruNanak
Satsang

GurdwaraLalkurti

Depot

Several entrances on two sides. Present betwg

row housing Layoutseemssimilarto surounding
houses buthe buildingserved the functioof a
gurdwarawith accomodationfor travellersabove.

Two storeycompoundvith asingleentranceand
courtyardn themiddle. Tracescanbeseerof the
compound beingigher, thougtthe second storey
does noexistnow. Flagpole pogtresenin one

corner of the courtyard

GurdwaraD:

C cial

sideswith built structuresandhasoneopenarean
the backhat has beedosed off. Centratourtyard
present, A structure presentthe centre ofhe
courtyard and connects to the residencth&
copound orone side. All sides of the courtyard
beingused as houses farultiple families.
Multiple compoundaccessiblérom 3 staircases
present or8 corners of the compound.
Characteristic square plan could not be seen.
Interior spaces have beemdified to include
moderramenities suchs bathrooms and kitchens
etc

Gur i

Residential

Theentranceo the gurdwarais througha narrow
street, througl vault. Char i
squargplancannotbeobservedCentralcourtyard
presentBathre ilities developed
to caer to daily life, as adaptations.

GurdwaraSinghSabha

GurdwaraNirankari

A

School/Religious

Entrances from themainroad.A cei irtyard
is presenbut mostof the courtyard has been
covered, and a mosque has bbeiit inside as
well. One multstoreyor i gi nal fa-
partsof theinterior havingbeendemolishedTwo
original staircases cae identified, one itthe
cornerof thecourtyarctheotherinsidethefacade.

presentn ther eaof the

complex, at the endfdhe courtyard.

School

Entrances fromthemainroad.A centralcourtyard|
is present. Level of courtyard is altered.
Classroom®ntheedgeof thesitearearecent
constructiorin placeof ademolishegart of the

gurdwaracompound.

Semi covered area

Bullt area

Dome

W Flagpost Position

Surrounding areas. Boundary

To summarize the comparison, it can be said that some similarities in layouts of

gurdwaras in Rawalpindi may exist, such as the existence of courtyards and adjacent

semi covered spaces. Other than that some symbeiieats such as the presence

of a flag base for a Nishaan Sahib, the palki (palanquin where the Granth is placed),

etc. may be present due to religious reverence, a strict typology in the traditional

sense in terms of architectural typology for gurdwanasé context of Rawalpindi

may not exist. There are certain constraints and an architectural context that existed,
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particularly in the 19th Century that influenced these spaces and how they were built.
Owing to advancements in technology, industrial potidn of steel and colonial
influences, adding to the indigenous architecture led to innovation in delggoe,

we see more hybrid structures of brick, wood, stone and iron in this era, as well as
the use of finishing materials such as glazed mass peddiles on an industrial

scale.

Of course, when observing state sanctioned architecture of gurdwaras, perpetuated

and evolving under the Sikh rule in the subcontinent, monumental examples can be

seen. However, these methods of construction may not have asefeasible or

possible in the case of the gurdwaras constructed by minor patrons. Today, we see
these examples of fAgrandod state sanctioned
academic literature, and perhaps even on other platforms such as newmplatfo

social media. These, owing to their extraordinary religious importance or the

patronship of an affluential noble stand out more, are visited more and are protected

more, and may even have been more likely to remain functioning. Others, that may

be kss grand in scale or less ornamental reflect other aspects that influence

architecture.

Nirankar. Gurdwar a, t hough not Agrando as
immense religious importance, particularly since it is possibly the birthplace of the
Nirankari sect of Sikhism. This sect is a relatively new off shoot of Sikhism, only
having started under the Guru, Baba Dyal Das in the late 19th century according to
Webster (2018) and according to Baba Jagdarshan Singh Nirankari (personal
communication,December 26, 2024) in 1851 which is also mentioned in The
Encyclopedia of Sikhism by Singha (2005). Hence, the influence of Nirankari
teachings that lay more emphasis on practice than ritual, and the emphasis on simpler
ways of life, may have further influnced the architectural articulation of the faith.
Regardless, the Nirankari Gurdwara in Rawalpindi is possibly the oldest gurdwara
of the Nirankari sect with its foundation first being laid in 1851, with several
reconstructions and renovations having takéace by the gurus themselves. It is

also important to note, that the concept of maintenance and upkeep of public
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property, in particular gurdwaras is an act of service held sacred by the Sikh
community, and is called seva, which literally translateB®er vi ce 0. Hence
reconstructions and renovations were in fact, a part of the continued tradition of the

Sikh community, until the mass migration of Sikhs after the Partition of India and
Pakistan in 1947. It is with that perspective that the authgntitthe gurdwara is

viewed in this research, and the qualities of the gurdwara are assessed.

3.2 Nirankari Gurdwara

Figure 3.38 Themaindarbarhall of thegurdwaraasviewedfrom the entrance.

The Nirankari Gurdwar#s foundin the Nirankaribazaarwithin Raja bazaarThe
Nirankari Bazaar issurrounded by three roadsnd is located between the
intersection of two major roads; Ganj Mandi Road and Raja bazaar road starting from
the junction called Fawara Chowk, and facesNaenak Mandi towards the North,

which also functions as an auxiliary road. Fawara chowk is the primary traffic
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junction in the area (Fig. 39). The Nirankari Bazaar itself is an agglomerate of

several alleyways, ayalliyan 4 that specialize in the goodsety supply.

Neighbourhood

¥ Raja bazaar

Bazaar

& Nirankari Bazaar

Site of case study

& Gurdwara Nirankari

Location of case study

Q Nirankari Gurdwara

Figure 3.39 Location of Nirankari Gurdwara on the map within Nirankari Bazaar
(Author, 2024)

The Nirankari Gurdwara, or otherwise known as Government Islamia Simla
Highschool, currently is accessed from Nama&nili. The gurdwara compound is

on approximately 900 metres squared of land. From all sides, the gurdwara is
surrounded by shops and plazas given that it is present in a dense commercial area,
as seen in Fig. 3.39 below. Lined next to the entrance areakewall shops, with

their back walls towards the gurdwara, with some even sharing a wall with it
Nirankari Gurdwara is present between Namak Mandi Road and Nirankari Bazaar

in the back.

“the plural of #dAgallio that means dan alley?o
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Figure 3.40 The site, surrounded byagps in the commercial area.

Historically, Namak mandi as well as Nirankari Bazaar has been a center for
commercial activity and now it is present as a wholesale market for different goods
(Fig. 3.41 below).™®d hme ammanei siariatrarka rmaentdd |,
the ample sale of salt that occurred in the past. The most prominent presence today,
however, is that of convenience stores, otherwise knowkaaganay® , oil

wholesalers, cotton wholesalers and dry fruit shops in Namak Mandi. Today, a
bazaar iset up on a regular basis on the road in front of the gurdwara entrance (Fig.

3.41).

A n a mteakstateso i s a wheréagi ma ntednslatesoi mar ket o .
Yfkaryanayo is plural of #dAkaryanao, which refers
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Figure 3.41 Bazaar outside the gurdwara, in Namak Md@Adithor, 2024)

Theimagesshowthe placeon arainy day,with atemporarybazaasetin themiddle
of the road, selling fruits, vegetables and other miscellaneous items, with vehicular

traffic in the form of motorbikes, rikshaws and small cars (fig. 3.42).

Figure 3.42 Vehiclesparkedin NamakMandi.

From Namak Mandi, five galliyan lead inwards into the Nirankari Bazaar (Fig.
3.43). The galliyan of Nirankari Bazaar earned their local names based on the sale

of goods they were famous for, including ghee galli (oil obtained from animal fat),
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sori galli (dryfruit shops), tel galli (oil shops), paan wali gd#talls for betelnut

chewing)among others.

Figure 3.43 An alley of Nirankari Bazaar, showing formal a bazaar and its shop
fronts (Author, 2024).

The social context of thplace consists of people from different backgrounds and
places of origin according to the interviews conducted with the shop owners on the
street level during the research. Out of the twamty shop owners interviewed,
fourteen belong to immigrant famak from other cities within Pakistan or from India

at the time of partition of Pakistan and India in 1947. According to these individuals,

the i mportance of the Bazaar | ies in the

been a Hindu and SikhBazaam t he past o. The area i s
during the Islamic month of Ramzan, when a culture of shopping for the festive
month exists, aside from which there is little business except on weekends and the
first ten days of the month. Howeverghit vehicular traffic is dense and present
throughout the day. The bazaar also closes during specific days of the month of
Muharram, when religious processiof@dos) are carried out, or when a holiday is
announced. The photograph below show the Namatdiduring the Muharram

holiday when roads are blocked for a procession (Fig. 3.44).
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Figure 3.44 During religious holidays of the Islamic month Bfuharram, a barrier
is createcandthe shopsn thebazaarclosedto allow spacefor religious
processions to take place.

We can see that the gurdwara building now exists as a high school in a commercial
areawithin walkabledistanceo nearbyresidentiaineighborhoods,angingbetween

ten to twenty meters if a 400 to 500 m radsisaonsidered. Due to the primary use

of the area being commercial with shop fronts without formal parking, the school
does not have parking services and the entrance to the school is hidden within the
street fa-ade due t o tefiranceswalb The bapaardase nt
both informal and formal sellers that regularly use the space, giving it the character
aswe know it. The lack of parking space is a problem, however the allowance of
light vehicles instead of heavy vehicles makes it easigavel on foot. Despite the
traffic congestion, the school is relatively accessible to students residing in nearby
neighborhoods due to its location.
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Figure 3.45 Entrance to the gurdwara, from Namak Mandi with vendors at the
front. The banner reads "Government Boys Highschool Simla Islamia” (Author,
2024).

3.2.1 Mass organisation

The arrangement of building masses in the gurdwara is currently around a courtyard

split into two levels with one two floors high structure in brick magand a

concrete construction on the lower and higher ground levels respectively. There are
four courtyard facades in total and one
shops. There are four courtyard facades
concealed behind shops. The overall compound can be understood by imagining
them as four masses with distinct functions, A, B, C and D, with four corresponding
courtyard elevations, cE1, cE2, cE3 and cE4 (Figg)3Mass A and C are used as
classrooms ankhboratories currently, whereas Mass B is used for offices and Mass

D is used as an informal parking space for light vehicles. (B) is a stuie

building mass seen opposite (A) and consists of two rooms, one of which is a
reconstruction. (C) consistat&ely of new classrooms constructed to accommodate
students. All masses open into the courtyard and have the points of access from the
courtyard, hence it acts as the gathering point for those that enter the compound.
Aside from Mass A, where a narrowdbaalley is present, there are no offsets

between the built structures of the gurdwara and surrounding constructions.

107



cE4p-

4 cE3

Figure 3.46 Diagram for reference, used while referring to the spaces in the
compound of the gurdwara (#wor, 2025).

3.2.2 Plan Organisation

The plan organization is discussed here in terms of its current situation. All building
masses open at the courtyard and enter from it, and interconnectivity between rooms
from the inside is minimum, with all rooms havindesst one point of entry facing

the courtyard. Currently, there are fifteen rooms present in total in the building
masses, with the new construction accommodating eight rooms, the old darbar hall
(R1) and its connected spaces (R1,2,9,10,11) being coupteéad five, and two
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rooms connected to the courtyard out of which one is an older construction that
houses the palki (R4), and the other being a recent construction (R3) in place of an
old room (Fig. 347, 3.48, 3.40 Mass A is entered from a veranda (OBhere
sometimes classes are said to be held in favorable weather conditions, though usually

they are held inside for elementary school children.

Table 3.3 Codes given to different types of spaces. (Author, 2025)

Code [Type Desciiption
R |Room Closedspacewvith defined entranceandexits.
T |Terrace Open to skyn an elevated spacicludes roof topsterrace.
C [Semiopen Covered spaces thate notenclosed in wallsyerandacan includebalcony orothercovered spaces wittrtrances notvell defined.
L |Courtyardlevel Levelswithin thecourtyard
IA  |Inaccessible Completelyinaccessiblespaces.

Table 3.4 Functions of different spaces. (Author)

Code |Function

R1 Classroom

R2 Informal staff room
R3 Headmaster'sffice
R4 Office

R5 Classroom

R6 Staffroom

R7 Classroom

R8 Classroom

R9 Classroom

R10 |Classroom

R11 |Classroom

R12 |Computedab

R13 |Staffroom

R14 |Classroom

R15 |Classroom

Cl Entrancearea

Cc2 Informal parkingarea

C3 Veranda
c4 Veranda
C5 Balcony

C6 Coveredveranda
T1 Roofof R3

T2 Roof of R4

T3 Terrace

ST1 |Staircase

ST2 |[Staircase

L1 Courtyardlevel (low)

L2 Courtyardlevel (high)
A1 Roof of MassA
1A2 Roof ofMassC
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P Entrance

Ground Floor
Plan

Figure 3.47 Spacesandentrancesnarkedon the groundloor (Author, 2025).
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e ces First Floor

p Entrance Plan

Figure 3.48 Spaces and entrances marked on the first flooth@u2025).
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Roof Plan with
Context

Figure 3.49 Spaces marked on the rooftop (Author, 2025)

Today, the new construction has a veranda (C6) that runs along the length of the
courtyard. The room where the palki is present (R4) is entered directly without any
threshold space between the interior space and the courtyard. The two connected
rooms, R3 and Rare not connected to each other internally. The old room (R4) has
openings on only one side and has the marble palki on the other end of the room,
centered against the wall.

Currently, Mass A is used to hold classes for primary school students. Thagarry
capacity of the gurdwara and the intact old darbar hall and its adjacent rooms, allow
for a function such as classrooms due to the congregational nature of the darbar,
whereas the rooms adjacent to it are also spaciousvalhdit. It is estimated tha
considering a 1.8 square meters space per student, the spaces can accommodate

students given the number of classes being held.
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Figure 350 Views of the room where the Palki is present (R4). A desk is placed in
the centre fothe office. Photo perspectige

Figure 351 Views of the room where the Palki is present (R4&)ki is the marble
palanquin present in the centBhoto perspective 9.

The spacious darbar hall (R1) has two colonnadescpess spatial dividers, one
opposite to the entrance of the hall and one to its side. The room adjacent to the hall
(R2) is connected to it but has a brick partition wall built between the columns as an
addition to afford some distinction and privacy. @uatty, the room is used as a
space for staff members to rest (R2), with furniture such as rope beds and tables
placed temporarily for the staff to use. The hall itself is used for primary class

lectures as well as being used as an assembly area.
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Figure 3 52 Interior of thedarbarhall. Facingawayfrom theentrancePhoto
perspective §Author, 2024)

Figure 353 Interior of the darbar hall. Facing towards the entrance from inside.
Photo perspeive 7 (Author, 2024).

Each building mass currently has its own vertical circulation. The staircase that
connects the ground floor to the first floor of the Darbar hall, starts from within the
courtyard, parallel and attached to the boundary wall andesahbk terrace space
(T3) of the first floor. The rooms of the first floor all surround the double height
structure of the darbar hall. On this floor, there are three rooms and one timber
balcony (C5) that connects two rooms together at the back side lo@ilding (Fig.

3.54, 3.55.
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Figure 3.54 Theroomsonthe secondstoreyof thedarbarbuilding. Photo
perspectives (11, 12)

While the above mentioned vertical circulation is limited to spaces connected to the
darbar halla second staircase in the new construction provides connectivity to the
roof of the palki room from the first floor of the veranda connected to the new

classrooms.

The back alley can only be accessed from the back of Mass A. Though, the entrance
to the aley is now blocked as the ground level outside has been significantly raised,

openings that are covered can also be seen (5i). 3.

Figure 3.55 Back alley of the gurdwara, and its entrance blocked due to a raised
floor level A timber balcony can also be se@moto perspective 1(Author,
2024).
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3.2.3 Facade organisation

Approaching through an arched entrance portal amidst shops bordering the boundary
of the compound, the courtyard is accessed. Ahead, Mass A can be seen (bE1), wit
the entire floor raised on a plinth. The facade of Mass (A) shows a regular
arrangement of openings. The proportion system followed can be identified by the
repeating elements of the facade, including the arches on the ground floor, columns,
window openngs as well as clerestory windows present both on the ground as well
as first floor. The facade of the main Darbar hall showiple repeatng divisions

with eachdivision on the ground floor being one arch and column at eithe(Bige

3.56) Similarly, forthe facade behind the colonnade, where five arches are present,
three of which are used as doorways into the hall. The repetition of arches sets the
rhythm of the facade. The first floor follows the same rhythm, and five openings with
one central larger opamg can be seen, all of which are windows. These windows
are in semicircular brick masonry arches rather than the pointed marble arches
covering the veranda of the ground floor, and the top parts of the semicircular arches
are also used to bring light intbe interior space. The clerestory windows directly

above these arches also carry out the function of lighting and ventilation.

Figure 3.56 Facade of Mass (A) from photo perspective (1) Refer to Appendix B.
The repetition bfeatures and proportions of the facade can be seen.
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The facade is recessed from one end (Fiy)3giving the masses a proportion of

1:2, with the recessed smaller mass lacking a veranda and colonnade at the front,

with the recessed facade varying ktlg in its proportional detail from the larger

area of the facade withancrete beam and column for added support. A concrete
staircase, supported bybpleams underneath runs across t

from the staircase.

g

Figure 3.57 Recessegartof thedarbarf a - . &bteperspective 1.

Mass (A) has another facade that faces the courtyard and is the facade of the recessed
mass as seen from the main fa-ade (Fig.
facade ints current form, with a band separating the floors and a continuous eave

on top. This facade follows a similar modular proportion system. The lower floor has

one arched entrance in the center, with arched window openings on the sides. The
upper floor has rehed windows that appear to be longer. Clerestory windows are
seen on both floors above windows as in the main facade. The entrance from this

facade is blocked due to the raised ground floor covering part of the doorway.
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Although the windows appear t@ mlmostaligning withthe plinth level from the

outside, this is due to the raised ground level covering the facade. In terms of

symmetry, both facades are symmetrical. The plinth level of the doorway on this
fa-ade is | ower t hatmsenbtlaneeugusable.nd | evel , maki

Figure 3.58 Facade of the Mass (A) facing the new construction. Photo perspective
3.

The facade of the new construction, Mass (C) can also be observed, the area where
most of the upper grade classes held. The classes open into a covered veranda,
with a staircase accessible from the veranda to access the upper floor. The ground
floor and upper floor follow the same layout and accommodate classrooms, that open

into a terrace on the first floor juskd the ground floor.

Figure 359 Mass (C), the new construction. Photo perspective 4
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Finally, the elevation cE2 as seen from the courtyard towards the main entrance is
constituent of distinct facades and spaces of varyirglitggs. One can see the
entrance way, next to it a space currently used as a parking and storage space, which
collectively make Mass D. Finally, Mass B with a newly constructed office room
and the room where the palki is kept can be seen. The new ctinstigdn place

of anoriginal corstructionand both rooms are currently used as offices.

Figure 3.60 Facade cE2 of Mass B. The flagpost can also be seen. From photo
perspective (5).

Figure 3.61 Part of facade cE2, new office room. From photo perspective (5)

Hi ghlighting the current scenario of Mas
center as it shows two different types of construction. The old room the facade is

symmetrical along the ain doorway, a brick masonry structure clad with marble.
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The modular proportioning system highlights the base, middle and top as three
distinct divisions, and the facade elements such as windows and doors being sized
accordingly as well. Ornamental detailsn also be said to be symmetrical on both
sides of the apex of the arch over the door, adding hierarchal emphasis, for instance,
the lattice work on both windows to the sides. An eave projects outwards from above,
also in marble, though the side of tlem has a corbelled brick eave projecting out,
hence the eave is not a continuous band in the case of this room. A parapet extends
above the eave. The office room constructed adjacent to this room does not contradict
the design language of the old roomdahe projection of an overhang seems to

mimic the eave in size. The plinth level is raised above the courtyard level using

steps, possibly to prevent water seepage.

Figure 3.63 New construction and the old room for the Granth. Photo perspective

(5)
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3.24 Material and Structure

The main material used in construction is brick alongside marble. The darbar hall
standon marblecdumnswith wallsin brick. Themainf a - @f theshall hasample

use of marble as a cladding material, including the decorative multifoil arches
between columns. The darbar hall, being used as a classroom extends in two
directions, one in the back and tbther to the side, dividing the overall space
available into three segments and one ve
allows for two of these spaces to be used combined as a classroom, whereas one
segmenis usedasaretiringspacdor thestaf, separatetfom theclassroonthrough

a brick partition. Two perpendicular entrances lead into the back alley.

The central darbar hall space is two stories high, whereas the two attached spaces
have rooms on top of them, aligning with the structuralesydbelow. The upper
storyfollows thesamdayoutasthegroundfloor, exceptthatthedoubleheightspace

is closed off from the connected rooms.

Observinghestructureof MassA, includingthedarbarhall andits upperstories,an
understandinganbebuilt abouthowthe structureallowstheinterior to be spacious

while the structureis overall compact. Thprimary loadbearingelements aréhe

beams and brick masonry walls, whereas marble columns act as a secondary

structural support (Fig. 345.
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Figure 3.64 Marble columns acting as secondary support in the ground floor of
Mass A. Photo perspective (21)

The arches in the brick masonry arabt ironl-beams carry the weight of the upper
structures to the ground, whereéhe marble columns act as a buttressing element.
This allows the building to have two completely flat facades from the exterior. are
also used to support the weight of the upper structure, carrying the load to the thick

brick masonry walls.

An educated guss can be made to say thdidams in the building were possibly
introduced in the early 20th century if the period when use of steel and iron in
construction is considered. The Iron and Steel Company started rolling steel in the
1910s in the subcontinerfurthermore, it was in the 1920s and 1930sIthaams
became widespread in industrial, railway and urban architecture in important
colonial cities. So, the rough time period that theelams present in the structure, in

the ceiling of the covered spanext to the entrance, in the ceilings of the Darbar
hall and its auxiliary rooms and the ceiling of the room for the Granth, as well as
those under the balcony in the front, can be said to be between 1910s and 1930

approximately. These are illustratedrig. 3. &. They are also present in the room
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