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ABSTRACT

FORMATION AND TRANSFORMATION OF URBAN FABRIC
IN THE 19™ CENTURY
BURSA

Ttrkoglu, Sinem
M.A,, Department of History of Architecture
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Inci Aslanoglu
Co-Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Sevgi Aktiire

January 2002, 228 pages

This thesis examines the 19th century urban transformation of Bursa within
the scope of the Tanzimat reforms. The main concern of this study is to see how
and in which scale the western-based urban institutions, regulations, planning
principles and the changing social, cultural and economic demands of this
reform period altered the traditional urban fabric of Bursa.

Bursa, as the first capital of the Ottoman State continued to keep the Ottoman
imperial glory for centuries not only as a religious, but also as a cultural and
commercial center, became the focus of the Tanzimat’s modernization reforms,
after 1840’s. The earliest impacts of these reforms on Bursa appeared as
industrial changes leading to new factory districts around the city. The
destruction of Bursa by an earthquake in 1855, and the need for a large-scale
reconstruction and restoration coincided with Tanzimat’s urban and

architectural implementations; the opening of new avenues, the formation of



new residential quarters and the emergence of new building types altered the
traditional urban fabric of Bursa in the second half of the 19™ century. Ahmet
Vefik Paga, the governor of Bursa, was the most prominent personality of this

reform period.

Although its 19™ century urban fabric has been greatly changed within the last
century, the existing structure of Bursa has still retained the traces of its
significant heritage, which should be conserved as parts of the cultural
continuity.

Keywords: Bursa, 19® Century, Western Impact, Tanzimat Reforms,

Urban Fabric, Transformation, Formation

v
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19. YUZYILDA BURSA’DA
KENTSEL DOKUNUN OLUSUMU VE DONUSUMU

Tiirkoglu, Sinem
Yiiksek Lisans, Mimarlik Tarihi Anabilim Dal
Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Inci Aslanoglu
Ortak Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Sevgi Aktiire

Ocak 2002, 228 sayfa

Bu tez, Bursa’mn 19. yiizyildaki kentsel doniigiminii Tanzimat reformlan
cergevesinde incelemektedir. Bu reform déneminde, Bati kokenli kent
kurumlan, kanunlar ve planlama prensipleri ile degisen sosyal, kiiltiirel ve
ekonomik taleplerin Bursa’nin geleneksel kent dokusunu nasil ve hangi olgiide
degistirdigi, calijmanin 6ziinii olugturmaktadir.

Osmanh Imparatorlugu’nun ilk bagkenti olan ve Onemini, dinsel, kiltirel ve
ticari bir merkez olarak yiizyillar boyunca siirdiiren Bursa, 1840’lardan sonra
Tanzimat’in modernlesme reformlanmin  da odag haline gelmigti. Bu
reformlarin Bursa’ya ilk etkileri, endiistri alamnda gergeklesmis, kentte yeni
fabrika bolgeleri belirmigtir. Bursa’mn 1855 depremiyle yikilmasi ve genis
caph bir yeniden yapilanma ve restorasyona duyulan ihtiyag, Tanzimat’m
kentsel ve mimari alandaki uygulamalarma olanak saglammstir. Kentin
geleneksel dokusu, yeni caddelerin agilmasi, yeni yerlesim bélgelerinin



kurulmas1 ve yeni yapi tiirlerinin ortaya c¢ikigiyla, 19. yiizylhn ikinci yansinda
degigmistir. Bursa valisi Ahmet Vefik Paga, bu reform doneminin en Onemli

ismidir.

Bursa’mn 19. yiizyildaki kentsel dokusu, gectifimiz yizylda buyuk Olgiide
degismesine ragmen kentin mevcut yapisi, Onemli gegmiginin izlerini hald
tasimaktadir. Bu izler, kiiltiirel stirekliligin bir parcas: olarak korunmahdir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bursa, 19. Yiizyil, Bat1 Etkisi, Tanzimat Reformlan,
Kentsel Doku, Doniigiim, Olugum
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CHAPTERI1

INTRODUCTION

...The 130 years from its conquest to 1453 produced
not only a completely Turkish city down to the
marrow, but also fixed its spiritual demeanor
inalterably for the future. For all of the changes,
disasters, negligence or the fortunate evolutions, it is
entirely the atmosphere of its foundation period that
remains; it is this epoch that speaks to us; it is the
poetry of this epoch that breathes...!

The efforts to regain its autonomy by modernizing its traditional institutions along
western thoughts and tendencies pushed the Ottoman Empire into a reform process
that started in the 18™ century at the administrative and military levels and was
accelerated after the proclamation of the Tanzimat Charter in a variety of areas
such as political, social, economical, educational and urban. The modernization of
the cities and their architecture involving the importation of western technology
and artistic values was one of the major concerns of the Tanzimat reforms that

transformed the traditional Ottoman urban fabric in the 19® century.

Tanzimat’s urban reforms did not affect equally all parts of the empire. The
importance of the city in terms of its heritage and of its social, cultural and
economic values was the main criteria determining the degree to which the reforms
were implemented. As the first capital of the Empire, reflecting its imperial glory,

and as an important commercial and cultural center, Bursa became the focus of

! ...Fetihten 1453 senesine kadar gegen 130 sene, sade bagtan basa ve iliklerine kadar bir Tirk

sehri  olmasina yetmemis, aym zamanda onun manevi gehresini gelecek zaman igin hig
degismeyecek sekilde tesbit etmigtir. Ugradigh degisiklikler, feldketler ve ihmdller, kaydettigi ileri
ve mesut merhaleler ne olursa olsun, o, hep bu ilk kurulug ¢agimn havasim saklar, onun arasindan
bizimle konugur, onun siirini teneffils eder... TANPINAR (1946.79).



these reforms after 1840’s. In addition, the destruction of the city by a devastating
earthquake in 1855 gave the Ottoman government the opportunity for applying
urban and architectural reforms of Tanzimat that resulted in a large-scale

reconstruction on Bursa’s urban fabric in the second half of the 19™ century.

In this study, it is intended to examine the urban transformation of Ottoman Bursa
within the concept of Tanzimat reforms. The major scope is to analyze the
reflection of these reforms on Bursa’s traditional urban fabric and thus, to evaluate
the period extending from the pre-19® century Ottoman Bursa through to the 20"
century modern, industrial city.

The special place of Bursa among Ottoman Anatolian cities and its urban character
before the 19 century constitute a backdrop for each part of the thesis which allow
to make a comparative study while analyzing its 19™ century urban transformation.
This study has a deductive approach in terms of the examined scales, which means
that the existing macro-form of the city and the interventions that followed at a
certain period form the point of departure leading gradually, where possible, to the
scale of building. “Westernization” in the context of this study is viewed in terms
of the modernization and restructuring of the traditional Ottoman institutions, as
well as the urban institutions, along western thoughts and techniques. For a
supporting framework, the social, cultural, and economical changes in the reform
period and their reflections to the urban morphology are also examined
extensively. The demographic fluctuations, the changing demands in the social and
cultural life, the changing social status of the foreigners in the Ottoman society and
new capitalist relations with western countries are discussed while analyzing the
spatial transformation of the city within this framework.

The pre-Ottoman and Ottoman history of Bursa and the evolution of its macro-
form and socio-economic structure until the second half of the 19™ century are
discussed in the first part of this thesis. The 14® - and 15% century evolution of
Bursa’s physical structure that was dominated by the citadel, the market area and



four major sultan complexes determined its urban character until the Tanzimat
period. The components of this urban structure are examined together with its
social, cultural and economic dimensions. In addition, the 1862 Suphi Bey map,
reflecting the traditional fabric of Ottoman Bursa before the changes of the

Tanzimat reforms, is also analyzed here as a backdrop for the following chapters.

The concept of “westernization” is discussed in the context of the second part that
consists of the architectural and urban reforms of Tanzimat and their impacts on
Bursa in the second half of the 19 century. The earliest effects of the Tanzimat
reforms on Bursa were seen on industry and industrial spatial structure of the city.
Following the transfer of new industrial technologies from Europe, the silk
production in Bursa began to mechanize after the 1830’s and modern silk factories
began to dominate the cityscape. The introduction of modern urban planning and
architectural restoration methods altered the traditional urban fabric of Bursa after
the 1850’s. The reorganization of the urban structure by way of opening new
avenues, as well as formation of new residential quarters and emergence of new
building types all around the city, coincided within that period. In this section,
Ahmet Vefik Pasa is discussed as the most prominent figure in Bursa’s 19" century

urban transformation.

The interventions to the urban fabric are examined as the case studies in the fourth
chapter of this thesis. The restructuring of the Armenian Setbag1 quarter, which was
totally demolished by 1855 earthquake, and then by a great fire in 1863, along
Tanzimat’s urban planning principles is the first case. The second case study
covers the urban evolution of the Altiparmak quarter that was established for the
immigrants from Bulgaria at the end of the 1870’s. In contrast to the spontaneous
formation of the traditional Ottoman neighborhoods, Setbas1 and Altiparmak were
two of the earliest examples being planned within gridiron planning schemes along
definite urban principles and regulations. The social, cultural and economic habits
of their residents also brought different architectural characteristics to these
quarters. Discussing their existing building stock and urban layout, which are the



products of a significant period in the Ottoman history and should be conserved

and passed on to next generations, is important for that reason.

The above-mentioned studies on Bursa’s 19" century urban transformation are
evaluated in the last chapter, which also presents a connection to the present day,
by discussing the 20™ century sources. As an initial step for the restoration and
conservation studies in the future, preparation of a regular urban archive system is
advised in this chapter, while the importance of the cultural continuity is the major

concern.

The 19®- and 20™ century maps and photographs, which help to evaluate the urban
and architectural transformation of Bursa, constitute the major sources of this
thesis. The earliest maps of Bursa were prepared by the western travellers of
Niebuhr and von Hammer; however, both of these are schematic maps and cannot
be accepted as reliable sources. The Suphi Bey Map that began to be prepared after
the 1855 earthquake and completed in 1862 was the first detailed map of Bursa,
where the houses, religious and social buildings, factories and the street network
before Tanzimat’s implementations were rendered precisely. Although it is noticed
a few mistakes are noticed while comparing the remaining building stock with
those on the map, Suphi Bey Map contains necessary clues about the traditional
urban fabric of Bursa and leads to clarify its urban transformation in the second
half of the 19® century. Four maps are used to analyse the urban evolution of
Bursa. Unlike Suphi Bey Map, the maps dating to 1895, 1907 and 1922 lack in
details in building scale, however, the interventions to the urban fabric, involving
the appearance of the new avenues and new neighborhoods, can easily be read on
them. The 1907 and 1922 maps seem to be rendered more accurately, on which the
prestige buildings were noted with their names, additionally. The Piccinato Map,
reflecting the city’s urban structure in mid-20" century and proposing new
expansion directions, makes possible to check the reliabilities of the previous maps
and to analyze the urban transformation of Bursa extending from the 19 century
to the 20" century.



The archive photographs are used in this study, particularly, as supporting
evidences of Bursa’s architectural transformation in the second half of the 19%
century. These are valuable sources, since many of the buildings on these
photographs, reflecting the charactersitics of a significant period, are non-existant
today. These archive photographs lead one to make trustworthy criticisms while
examining the 19™ century urban and architectural characteristics of Setbast and
Altiparmak neighborhoods. Within the context of this study, these photographs are
also compared with the existing building stock in these neighborhoods in order to
point out their dramatic annihiliation in the 20® century.

Besides the visual documents, several sudies from different disciplines were
examined throughout this thesis. Two of these studies constitute the major sources.
Béatrice St. Laurent’s dissertation, “Ottomanization and Modernization. The
Architectural and Urban Development of Bursa and the Genesis of Tradition 1839-
19147, uses the research methods of an art historian to examine the modernization
and Ottomanization in the architecture and urban environment in Bursa through a
neo-Ottoman urban symbol. In this thesis, this period is studied within the
ideologies of different sultans’ reigns as an historical, as well as a political,
analysis. Leila Erder’s dissertation, “The Making of Industrial of Bursa: Economic
Activity and Population in an Ottoman City 1835-1975”, uses the research methods
of an urban planner, considering the changing socio-economical aspects of the city.
Besides examining the industrialization of the silk production from the pre-modern
to modern Bursa, Erder also studies the imposition of western urban planning
methods on the city in Tanzimat’s reform period. Both of these studies, examining
the 19" century Bursa from a multidisciplinary perspective, have provided a depth

to this thesis and have made more complete and accurate evaluations possible.

All these maps, photographs and other written and visual documents on Bursa are
provided through different official archives, such as the Ottoman Archive of the
Prime Minister’s Office, the archives of the Ministry of Culture, the archive of the

Bursa Municipality, and through various libraries, universities and private archives.



CHAPTER 1T

THE HISTORY OF BURSA
AND THE EVOLUTION OF ITS MACRO-FORM
UNTIL THE SECOND HALF OF THE 19™ CENTURY

IL1. Pre-Ottoman History of Bursa

The history of Bursa region goes back till the pre-historic ages of Asia Minor. The
Archaeological evidences indicate that the first settlement on this region dated to
Chalcolithic Period".

The consensus is that the Phrygians were the first community migrating from
Balkans to the environs of Bursa around 1200’s BCZ. In the 7® century BC,
Bithynians, a tribe of Thynis living in Thrace, passed through the straits and settled
around Bursa, Iznik and Izmit. They called this land “Bithynia” ®. Following the
sovereignty of Lydia between 561-546 BC, Bithynia became the land of the Persian
Empire for the following two centuries’. Many of the Bithynian antique cities
appeared during the Hellenistic Period in spite of the conflicts around the region. As
it is learnt from the sources, these were Nicaea (Iznik), Nicomedia (izmit), Apameia

! Archaeologists identified certain tumuli around Bursa region belonging to the proto-historic age.
The Tumuli in S616z, Yepecik, Ogiicek, Mekece, Ilipinar, Hacilartepe, Karadin, Cumatepe, Dogu-
tepe, Babasultan and Demirtag were discovered in recent years indicating the first settlements on this
land. KAPLANOGLU (1996:6).

2 The Phryigians settled on the south and southeast of the Sea of Marmara. During that period, the
environs of Bursa were called as ‘“Hellespontus Phrygia’. BURSA (1996:30).

3 BAYKAL (1950:6), OZENDES (1999:20).

4 KAPLANOGLU (1996:6).



(Mudanya), Aniocheia (Yalova), Cius (Gemlik) and Prusa (Bursa)’. According to
Tanyeli, the antique cities of Bithynia were effective on the development of urban
life in the northwestern Anatolia by means of creating crucial nodes in rural areas®.
Prusa, the main settlement of which was inside the hisar (citadel) area, had been the
capital of the Bithynian Kingdom until it became part of the Roman Empire around
100’s BC. In the 4™ century, the Byzantines occupied the region® (Figure 1).

> Bithynian kings Antigonos (Nicaea), Nicomedes (Nicomedia) and Prusias I (Apameia and Prusa)
were the founders of these cities. According to the antique sources, the most brilliant age of the
Bithynian Kingdom was the reign of the King Prusias I (232-192 BC). BAYKAL (1950:6-7),
KAPLANOGLU (1996:6), OZENDES (1999:6).

§ TANYELI (1984:29).
" YURT ANSIKLOPEDISI (1984:1630).

® The provincial center of the Byzantine Bursa was in the palace (Tekfir Sarayz) on the citadel area,
surrounded by an inner wall with 17 towers. Its name turned to “Bey Saray:” under the reign of
Orhan when some additions were made to the building. The voyagers visiting the city during the
Ottoman period informed the presence of the palace. Bey Saray: was seriously demolished by 1854
earthquake. KAPLANOGLU (1996:7-8), YENAL (1996:24-25).



After the 1071 Malazgirt war against Byzantine Empire, the Turks commenced their
conquest of Anatolia. Following the establishment of Anatolian Seljukid Empire,
Iznik, being conquered in 1075, became the capital. When the empire weakens
around the 12® century, it split into numerous small Turkish Principalities
(Beylikler). Bursa and environs were recaptured by the Byzantine’.

IL2. Ottoman History of Bursa

The appearance of the Ottoman city coincided with the era of Turkish Principalities.
The 14™ century witnessed both the rise of the Turkish rule in Asia Minor and an
urbanisation movement in Balkans parallel with the expansion of Ottomans'®.

The conquest of Bilecik, Yenikent, Inegol and Izmit by the Ottoman Principality
(Osmanli Beyligi) in 1299 is regarded as the foundation of the Ottoman State. Bursa,
which was a provincial center of Byzantine Empire, was captured in 1326 and
became the first capital of the Ottoman State!’.

Bursa, following its conquest, developed rapidly and became one of the most
important settlement regions in western Anatolia. Tanyeli explains the rise of Bursa
as a result of the stable political situation that began to appear in the 14™ century
Anatolia'?. The increasing trade capacity of western Anatolian port cities in this

period resulted in the development of a new trade route extending to Bursa. The

® The main settlement area of Byzantine Bursa was inside the citadel area. There were also small
settlements outside the city walls and at Pithya (now called Cekirge) around the hot springs. One of
them was the area extending from ‘Cakir Hamamr’” to ‘Catal Firn’, the population of which was
formed by Greeks and Jews. Another settlement was the area between Altiparmak and Muradiye,
which was a Greek settlement during that period. According to KAzim Baykal, Byzantine Bursa had 7
neighborhoods, 2000 houses, 7 churches (or monasteries), one single bath, a bazaat and 20 shops just
before its conquest by the Ottomans. BAYKAL (1976:25), KAPLANOGLU (1996:8), KARA
(1990:12).

19 TANYELI (1984:68).

! After its conquest in 1330, the administration center moved to Izmit considering its closeness to the
battlefields. In 1335, Bursa was again the capital until 1365.

12 TANYELI (1984:69).



commercial advantage of Bursa as a crucial node on the routes between Istanbul and
the hinterland of Asia Minor made it the trade center of the empire after the 14™
century. In this period, the search for an Ottoman identity in the administrative,
cultural, social, and economic institutions and the reflection of these efforts on
architecture and the urban character made Bursa the first Ottoman city.

Following the foundation of the State, Bursa became the biggest Ottoman city of the
14™ and 15™ centuries. Although the administrative center has moved to Edirne in
1365, and then, to Istanbul in 1453, Bursa as the commercial, cultural and religious
center of the Empire, continued its importance and Ottoman character until the 20"

century13.
I1.2.1. The Evolution of the Urban Form till the 19" Century

After it became the capital of the Ottoman State in 1326, Bursa extended
immediately beyond the citadel walls and began its urban development. The 14™ and
15™ century evolution of its physical structure determined the urban character of
Bursa until the 19" century.

The urban development of pre-19th century Bursa was dominated by three spatial
elements that were the citadel, the market area and the religious complexes'*. When
Orhan Gazi conquered the city in 1326, the Turks settled inside the city walls. Until
the city began to expand beyond the citadel, the urban interventions occurred inside
the citadel area’. Due to the increasing population density within time, the city
began to extend to the east of the castle. Following the erection of the royal mosque

'* When Istanbul was conquered by Mehmet II (Fatih Sultan Mehmet) in 1453, Bursa became a
Sancak Beyligi, but then, was subordinated to Anadolu Beylerbeyligi. Bursa was the center of the
Hiidavendigar province. KARA (1990:10).

4 ERDER (1976:206)

15 Eski Hamam, Siirmeli Mesjid, Alaaddin Mosque and Sehadet Mosque were built in this period.
BAYKAL (1950:15)



of Orhan and its dependencies, Bey Ham (today Emir Han) was built and formed

the nucleus of the traditional commercial center of Bursa'®.

Following the expansion out of the citadel area, four sultan complexes that were
built during the 14th and 15th centuries dominated the urban structure of Ottoman
Bursa. The first great complex that of Hiidavendigir was erected in the period Sultan
Murat I (Murat Hidavendigr, 1360-1389)"7. The complex located 3.5 kilometres
west of the castle, in the district of Pithya with hot springs proposed a new
settlement area to the city. With the addition of new buildings around the Bey Hani,
the market district gradually began its Ottoman evolution towards a great

commercial center's.

In the reign of Sultan Bayezit I (Yildim Bayezit, 1389-1402), the city continued its
urban development. Following the construction of Yildinm Complex around 1390’s,
Bursa began to expand eastwards, opposite to the complex of Hiidavendigir". The
erection of Great Mosque (Ulucami) and bedesten seems to be the first intentions to
form a spatial center, including religious and commercial activities in it. At the end
of the 14™ century, Bursa, with a series of shops, hans and public baths around the
bedesten and with open markets extending to the east on a linear axis, increased its

trade capacity and became the greatest commercial center of the Ottoman Empire®.

16 Emir Ham is the oldest commercial building that appeared outside the citadel area. According to
Kézim Baykal, the Han, being established on an empty arca, was surrounded by a wall and numerous
small shops. This nucleus was enlarged by constituting other commercial buildings within the
following centuries and formed the traditional commercial center of Bursa. BAYKAL (1950:26-27),
YENAL (1996:26-27).

17 Hiidavendigir Complex consists of a royal mosque, the tomb of Murat I, an imaret, a fountain and
public toilets. Hiiddvendigdr mosque, which unites the mosque and medrese in one structure,
accepted as unique among its contemporary counterparts. BAYKAL (1950:27-29), KARA (1990:14).
18 Kapan Han and Bezir Ham: were built at this time.

1% Yildinm Complex, locating on a high slope, was formed by a royal mosque, a hospital (darassifa),
a medrese, an imaret, a public bath and the tomb of Bayezit I. BAYKAL (1960:155-157)

20 YENAL (1996:27)
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After the chaotic period (Fetret Devri) following the Ankara War in 1402, the
empire was reunited by Celebi Sultan Mehmet (1413-1421). Yesil Complex,
completed in 1425, led to the expansion of the city eastwards, as did the Yildim
Complex*'. In the reign of the Celebi Mehmet, the commercial center continued its
enlargement by the construction of new Aan buildings?.

The last of the great complexes was Muradiye Complex that was built in the period
of Sultan Murat IT (1421-1451)®. The construction of the complex resulted in the
formation of a new settlement to the west of the castle (Figures 2-6, Plates 1-4).

After having ceased to be the capital of the Empire, it maintained its importance as
the center of trade. The commercial center continued its development up to the end
of the period of Bayezit I (1481-1512)?*. The Sultans of the following centuries also
gave a vital importance to Bursa as a center of trade and therefore built numerous
hans in Bursa in parallel with the city’s economic potential® (Figure 7). Besides the
above-mentioned four royal complexes, many smaller religious buildings, which
eventually led to the formation of the residential districts in the city, were erected by
the members of the dynasty or by important personalities -such as the grand vizier,

vizier or kadi*S,

% Yesil Complex, the name of which comes from its green tile decorations, consists of a royal
mosque, a public bath, an imaret, a medrese and the tomb of the Sultan. Yegil Mosque was completed
in 1419 by the architect vizier Haci Ivaz Pasa for Celebi Sultan Mehmet. BAYKAL (1959:137-141),
OZENDES (1999:24).

% ipek Ham (Faytoncular Hant), Geyve Han, Yopurt Han, Katir Ham, Sipahi Market, Haci Ivaz Pasa
Ham were built during this time. BAYKAL (1976:29).

» Muradiye Complex consists of a royal mosque, a medrese, a public bath and a fountain, an imaret
and numerous royal tombs standing in the garden. The mosque of Muradiye shows the characteristics
of early Ottoman mosques that it has a reversed-T type plan being designed as multi-functional
structures. BAYKAL (1950:137-141), YENISEHIRLIOGLU (1989:1345-1352).

?4 Bayezit II built two important #ans, Koza Han and Piring Han, in the market area,

» These hans were generally constructed as pious foundation buildings for Sultan’s mosques in
Istanbul to maintain them financially.

% Emir Sultan Complex, Timurtas Paga Complex, the mesjids of Selgukhatun, ivaz Paga, Umur Bey,
Aldaddin Bey, Cakur Aga were some of these religious buildings. YENAL (1996:27-29)
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The residential districts of Bursa grew up around the sultan complexes during the
14™ and 15™ centuries. Within the following centuries, vacant areas in between these
neighborhoods (mahalle) were filled with houses that grew in an organic way to
form new residential quarters. The green areas between the neighborhoods gave the
city a loose character in terms of the urban density. Bursa preserved its organic and
loose structure until mid-19" century, although it had been seriously affected by
several disasters through the centuries”’.

The mahalles determined the macro-form of the Ottoman cities. They grew up
around the religious buildings that were generally a mosque or mesjid. The sources
give the presence of 7 mahalles in the citadel area when Bursa had been captured by
the Turks in 1326, During the 14™ and 15™ centuries, this number increased to 150
in parallel with the rapid development of Bursa following the foundation of royal
complexes. In 1530, it was recorded 147 mahalles in Bursa. Due to the Celali
Rebellions at the end of the 16™ century, many people migrated from the rural areas
to Bursa and 22 new mahalles appeared in the city during this period. The total
number of the mahalles of Bursa stabled around 170 and remained as such so until
mid 19" century®.

Bursa mahalles derived their names from different sources. Generally, the names of
the religious buildings, around which the mahalles grew, were given to the districts.
The sultans or viziers complexes (Yildinm, Muradiye, Timurtag), the mosques built
by administrators or a member of the royal family (Emir Sultan, Umur Bey, Selguk
Hatun, Aldaddin Bey...), the mosques of artisans and tradesmen (Makremeci
Hoskadem, Lokgii Hamza, Kasap Hiiseyin...), and the mosques, fekkes or tombs of
different religious personalities (Abdal Murad, Pir Emir, Uftade...) gave their names

2" The first known disaster was dated to 1453 as Karamanoglu fires. Within the following 500-year,
many fires and earthquakes occurred in the city. The archive documents inform 30 affairs in Bursa
within this time period. BAYKAL (1948).

Z BAYKAL (1976:25)

* KAPLANOGLU (1996:9-10)
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to the mahalles in which they were located. The names of the poets and scholars
(Molla Arap, Molla Fenari...), the names of the dominant urban elements
(Darphane, Namazgéh...), the types of production (Comlekgiler, Debbagan...) and
the commerce (At Pazan, Balik Pazan...) also identified the mahalles of the city.
Except these, the migrants coming from Bursa gave the names of their homelands to
the newly established districts such as Sivasiler, Acemler, Sivasiler or Bilecikli*®

(Figure 8).

The street pattern connecting the mahalles within the city began to be formed
spontaneously after the construction of the religious complexes. Following the
formation of new neighborhoods by means of densely built timber-framed houses
with their own gardens and irregular streets WIth many dead-ends in between them,

Bursa generated its own urban identity and preserved it till the 19™ century.
I1.2.2. The Social and Economic Structure till the 19" Century

Following its conquest, Bursa had rapidly evolved and became the most important
commercial and cultural center of the 14™ and 15™ centuries. The economy of Bursa
based on the sericulture and silk weaving from the end of the 14™ century. The
fertile plain for the mulberry groves made Bursa an ideal center for the silk
production. As being located at the intersection of the trade routes coming from
Tebriz via Tokat and Damascus via Konya, Bursa became one of the greatest
entrépot of Anatolia. After the 15™ century, Bursa turned its face to Europe and
became an international production and trade center. Although the wrong policies of
the empire and the foreign competition affected the production and trade capacity
from the end of the 16™ century on, Bursa maintained its importance till the 20™
century. The specialized places of Bursa for the silk trade were Bey Hanz, Koza Han
and Ipek Han, all of which had silk balances ([pek Mizani) as a necessity of that

period.

3 KAPLANOGLU (1996:29), KOSEOGLU (1946).
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The production and marketing of the vital needs of the community from its own
sources constituted the main structure of the commercial life in Bursa. The hans and
the open markets were specialized places for marketing of these products®. In
addition, the grouping of the artisans, according to their professions, brought also a
spatial differentiation in the market area’’. The market area (hanlar bolgesi) had
continued its importance as the center of the commercial activities in Bursa until the

200 century.

Following the extension outside the citadel walls and the urban evolution, the
population of Bursa increased during the 14" and 15™ centuries. From then on, the
demographic conditions of the city fluctuated in parallel with the migrations,
disasters or important social events. During the Suhte and Celali Rebellions at the
end of the 16™ century, the population was doubled by the migrating people from the
rural areas for reasons of security’ . Inalcik informs that the population of Bursa
until the 19™ century varied between 30 000 — 70 000**.

The Ottoman Bursa experienced a high influx of migrants, both Muslim and non-
Muslim, after its conquest. Besides the Muslims, Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Copts,
Circassians, Bosnians, Tatars and foreigners from other nationalities constituted the
rich mosaic of the city’s population. Greeks were living around Bursa for centuries.

The oldest Greek quarter in Bursa was the narrow area extending from the

3! At Pazar: (horse market), balik pazar: (fish market), favuk pazar: (chicken market), fahil pazar:
(cereal market), and odun pazar: (wood market) were some of these open markets.

32 Yorgancilar (quiltmakers), ¢uhacilar (broadcloth weavers) and sandikgilar (coffer makers) in
Sipahi Market, terziler (dressmakers), bezzazlar (cotton weavers) and hallaglar (carders) in Gelincik
Market, sof pazari (mohair weavers) in Haci Ivaz Paga Market, attarlar (herbalists) and taftacilar
(script writers) in Emir Han, pabuggular (shoemakers) in Uzun Market were some of these groups.
KAPLANOGLU (1996:23-24).

* ERDER (1976:7) informs that during these rebellions, the merchants of the city constructed a
second city wall to protect their wares; however, this lower wall (4sagi Kale) have not survive today.

" In his book, Inalcik gives the number of hanes (houses) as 5776 in 1485, 6531 in 1530’s and 12852
in 1580°s. He estimates the population of cach hane as 5 or 6 persons, which corresponds between
30000 to 70000 persons. The results of the 1831 census indicate the population of Bursa between
40000 and 60000, INALCIK, QUATAERT (1992:225), KARPAT (1985).
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Cakirhamam to the Yahudilik. Although most of the Greek citizens abandoned the
city just after the conquest, their population increased again by the migrants coming
from Demirkap: in the reign of Murat I and from the Morae during the period of
Mehmet II . The Armenians first arrived in Bursa in the reign of Orhan. The Polish
Simeon, in his travel book, mentioned the presence of 300 Armenian houses in the
early 17" century. Carsten Niebuhr, in 1776, informs that 1200 Armenian houses,
having 3 churches of their own, existed around Karaagag, Kurdoglu and Setbast
districts®. The sericulture was the main occupation in which most of the Armenians
were engaged. There existed many small ateliers, belonging to the Armenians, on
the banks of the Gokdere River. The Jews first attained a significant presence in the
city during the Byzantine period. Just after the conquest of the city, the Jews, who
were settled inside the citadel area, moved to its northern slopes. The sources
mentioned about 117 Jewish houses in 1537 that climbed to 128 in 1573 and 403 in
1594 *7. The Jews of Bursa were generally occupied with trade, money lending,
tailoring and goldsmithing®®. The Copts, who had been living in Bursa since earlier
times, settled in Kanberler and Demirkap: neighbourhoods in the Ottoman period™.
The Caucasian and Rumelian citizens of Bursa migrated after the 1877-78 Ottoman-

Russian War; hence, their presence cannot be detected before the 19™ century.

The most popular public spaces of 16" and 17" century Bursa were the bozahanes.
When the sale of alcoholic drinks was permitted in 1518, many taverns were opened
around the city, generally in the non-Muslim quarters of Yahudilik and Setbast.

From the 17" century onwards, Bursa became one of the most important tobacco

3 The 16" century Greek neighborhoods in Bursa were Karamani, Haciilyas, Balikpazari, Demirkapi,
Dayioglu, Ulucami, Maksem, Orhan, Hocaenbiya, Umurbey, Azabbey, Kurugesme, Kayabasi,
Yahgibey and Ahmetbey. KAPLANOGLU (1996:33), OZENDES (1999:25), SEVIM (1996:153).

3 SEVIM (1996:153)

¥ KAPLANOGLU (1996:35) explains the reason of this sharp rise with the migration of the Spain
Jews to Bursa in between 1530 — 1573. This group was totally settled in Kurugesme district.

* (OZENDES (1999 : 26).

3 KAPLANOGLU ( 1996 : 36).
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processor, which led to the opening of the coffeehouses*. Besides the bozahanes
and coffeehouses, the Ottoman Bursa had many open public spaces, where the

minorities had their own promenades”.
I1.2.3. Bursa in the Travel Books until the 19™ Century

Bursa has always been an attractive land for foreign and Ottoman travelers from
various fields such as diplomats, soldiers, scholars, etc. More than 50 travelers
visited Bursa and its vicinity from the 15" century onwards™. Most of them wrote
their observations on city’s physical, social, economical and cultural characteristics

in their travel books (seyahatname) that are valuable sources for the historians.

Tbn-i Batuta was the earliest of these travelers. Batuta describes Bursa in 1325 as a
city surrounded by plentiful plains and having many spas. He also informs the
presence of a lively bazaar area®. Bertrandon de la Broquiere visited Bursa in 1432.
Broquiere informs that the citadel of Bursa was on a lower hill on the skirts of the
Mount Olympus and consisted of 1000 houses and a palace inside the citadel area*’.

The French diplomat Jean Thevenot, who came to Bursa in 1656, described a city
longer than a half fersah with a citadel into which only the Muslim inhabitants were
allowed”. According to him, Bursa had over 200 mosques and Aans at that time; the
hans, particularly, were the most densely populated places of the city. Thevenot also

informs the plenty of water and spas in Bursa.*. George Wheler visiting the city in

“YURT ANSIKLOPEDISI (1984:1638).

L Temenyeri, Pinarbagi, Isiklar, Aticilar, Abdalmusa were some of the Muslim promenades.
KAPLANOGLU (1996:38).

2 MADRAN, OZGONUL (1989:1).

> PARMAKSIZOGLU (1971:42-47).

* GUNAYDIN, KAPLANOGLU (2000:23).

* Fersah indicates the distance of an hour’s journey.

® THEVENOT (1978:209-215).



1675 gave precise numbers about the inhabitants of Bursa®’. He informed that the
population was comprised of the Turks, Jews, Armenians and Greeks. Wheler also
described the imposing summerhouses, located at the western part, out of the city,
with their gardens, pools, and fountains. Aubrey de la Motraye, who came to Bursa
in 1699, was influenced from the market area (hanlar bolgesi). Paul Lucas, visiting
Bursa in the following year, only describes the public baths of the city®®. Richard
Pockocke describes a green city on the foothills of the Mount Olympus in 1745. He
informs the presence of a Greek quarter, including 600 houses and 3 churches, at the
west of the citadel and an Armenian quarter, having 100 houses and a church, at the
east. Pockocke also describes the ruins of the old palace inside the citadel area.
Pitton de Tournefort, Hans Dernschwam, Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq, Edmund
Chishull, Carsten Niebuhr, and Inatz von Brenner were other important foreign
travelers describing the social, cultural and urban characteristics of Bursa before the

19™ century (Figures 9-12).

The most detailed observations on the pre-nineteenth century Bursa was made by
Evliya Celebi, who visited Bursa in 1640, just after the Celali Rebellions. Evliya
Celebi informed the presence of 176 Muslim neighborhoods with 1040 mosques, as
well as, 9 Greek- and 7 Armenian- neighborhoods. The inner citadel consisted of
2000 houses, palaces of several stories, 7 neighborhoods, 7 mosques, a bath and a
small market area with 20 shops. According to Evliya Celebi, the commercial center
had 9000 shops that were gathered in and around the Bedesten and other han
buildings. Bursa in the 17" century had about 75 coffeehouses, 90 bozahanes, and
approximately 360 promenades all around the city®”. Evliya Celebi mentions the
presence of a third city wall (4sag: Kale), which was constructed as a protection

against the attacks of the rebels, and described it in his travel book™.

" MADRAN, OZGONUL (1989:1).
* Ibid.
“ KAPLANOGLU (1996:21-22).

> However, as ERDER (1976:7) mentions, nothing from this Asag: Kale remains today.
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