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ABSTRACT

WORKERS’ HOUSING PROJECTS BY SEYFI ARKAN
IN THE ZONGULDAK COALFIELD:
A CASE OF MODERNIZATION
IN EARLY REPUBLICAN TURKEY

Imamoglu, Bilge

M.A., Department of History of Architecture

Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. Elvan Altan Ergut

January 2003, 179 pages

This thesis examines the two housing complex projects designed by the architect
Seyfi Arkan between 1934 and 1937 for the mineworker in the Zonguldak coalfield.
The two projects are analyzed with respect to both the modern Turkish architectural
scene and the social and political history of the coalfield. Besides being strongly
connected to the major issues and concepts of the modernization program of the
Republic, the projects that Seyfi Arkan designed for the housing of the Zonguldak
mineworker are also cases that exemplify the architectural solution that the Turkish

architect of the early Republican period produced for specific spatial problems, also
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involving distinct social concerns and tasks. The cases were studied regarding the
architect’s response as reflected in his work, both to the architectural, social and
political discourses that the Republican modernization brought, and the specific
problems and tasks included in the design task he undertook. In this frame by
thoroughly investigating and analyzing such an exemplary case, this study aims to
contribute to the understanding and evaluation of the architectural thought produced
by the Turkish architect in his/her relation to the Republican process of
modernization. Such a relation is considered in the claim of the architect in being a

component in the social transformation brought by modernization.

Keywords: Modernization, Modern Architecture, Early Republican Architecture,
Seyfi Arkan, Zonguldak Coalfield, Workers’ Housing, Mining Settlement, Company

Town.
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ZONGULDAK KOMUR HAVZASINDA SEYFi ARKAN TARAFINDAN
TASARLANMIS iSCI KONUTLARI:
ERKEN CUMHURIYET DONEMI TORKIYE’SINDE
BiR MODERNLESME ORNEGi

Imamoglu, Bilge

Y. Lisans, Mimarlik Tarihi Bolimii

Tez Yoneticisi: Asst. Prof. Dr. Elvan Altan Ergut

Ocak 2003, 179 Sayfa

Bu tez, 1934-1937 yillar: arasinda Seyfi Arkan tarafindan Zonguldak komiir havzasi
proje hem donemin modern Tiirk mimarlif1 ger¢evesi, hem de kémiir havzasin
sosyal ve politik tarihi baglaminda irdelenmektedir. Cumhuriyet’in modernlesme

programinin ana 6e ve kavramlariyla giicli bir iliski i¢inde olmakla beraber, Seyfi



Cumhuriyet dénemi Tiirk mimarmin belirgin sosyal hedefler igeren Ozellesmis
mekansal problemlere getirdigi mimari ¢dziimlere birer drnek olusturmaktadirlar.
Tasarimlar, mimarin {riiniine yansittig1 sekliyle, hem Cumhuriyet modernlesmesinin
icerdigi mimari, sosyal ve politik sdylemler biitiinline, hem de iistlendii tasarim
problemine 6zel sorun ve hedeflere referansla {irettifi tavir dogrultusunda
¢alisgilmistir. Bu gergevede, bu Ornek tasarimlar yoluyla Tirk mimarimn
Cumhuriyet’in modernlesme siireci ile kurdugu iligki iizerinden {irettii mimarhk
diigiincesinin anlagilmas:1 ve degerlendirilmesi amaglanmaktadir. Bu iligki, mimarin
modernlesmenin getirdigi toplumsal doniisiimiin bir bileseni olma ¢abasi {izerinden

disiiniilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Modernlesme, Modern Mimarlik, Erken Cunhuriyet Dénemi
Mimarhigi, Seyfi Arkan, Zonguldak Kémiir Havzasi, is¢i Konutlari, Maden

Yerlagimi, Sirket Yerleskesi.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The task of modernization as undertaken by the Republican revolution in
Turkey included the transformation of every field of social life, as well as the radical
reformation of political and economic institutions. The proper transformation of the
built environment was an important part of this task, which was launched in the first
years of the Republic with the construction of Ankara as a new and modern capital.
The importance of Ankara in the modernist construction program continued in the
1930s. As a result the city became an outstanding site of important turning points and
landmarks through which we can read the dominant approaches and tendencies in the
architectural thought of the early Republican history. Nonetheless it was also in this
decade when the idea of developing the modern Turkish city all over the country was
openly pronounced, as in the opening speech of Atatiirk at the assembly in 1935. In
this speech Atatiirk stated that it was a primary goal that every town and city in the
country would become places of development and prosperity and added that “every
place that is home to the Turk will become examples of health, cleanness, beauty and

modern culture”'.

! Atatirk’in Soylev ve Demegleri 1906-1938 I, Turk Tarih Kurumu, Ankara, 1959, p. 370, cited in
Alsag, U. Tirkiye'deki Mimarlik Digincesinin Cumhuriyet Dénemindeki Evrimi, KTU Bask
Atelyesi, Trabzon, 1976, p. 199.
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Besides certain administrative and public buildings such as halkevi (people’s
house) buildings, two important actions to convey the task of modernization to
various Anatolian towns and cities were the construction of new railroads and the
foundation of factories. Large factory complexes built in the 1930s according to the
first Five-Year Industrial Development Plan did not only introduce new building
types, but as Batur also mentions, also brought “a mode of thinking” with the
“objective goal and the technology inherent in [their] design™>.

The Zonguldak coalfield® in the Black Sea coast of Turkey can be considered
as one of the cases where the program of industrialization was the main conveyor of
the effects of the modernization process to the urban setting and the social life.
However it is also quite a special case when compared. Many industrial investments
in various Anatolian cities brought ways of occupation, production and social
relations which were totally new for the existing population, and what drives
Zonguldak special in this sense is the history of mining dating back to the 1850s that
had already become an important determinant for the social life and the built
environment in the region.

The coalfield occupies a distinctive place in the industrial history of Anatolia.
One of the significant components of this place is the effective existence of foreign
investment in the region. What also appears as significant is the special occupational
structure of the mineworker population which operates as a mediatory form between
industrial and agricultural productions based on the rotation of the two. The

particular aspect, nevertheless, that especially drove the attention of the Ankara

2 Batur, A. “To Be Modern: Search for a Republican Architecture” in, Holod, R. and Evin A. (eds.)
Modern Turkish Architecture, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1984, p. 73.

* The coalfield consists of the towns of Zonguldak, Eregli and Kozlu and the surrounding villages,
which were all connected to the city of Bolu in the first years of Republic. Today the central city is
Zonguldak, and therefore the coalfield is referred to as the Zonguldak coalfield.
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government to the region as early as 1921 was the extraordinarily bad condition that
the mineworker has lived and worked in, which grounded a special law of labor
issued for the coalfield in this year.

The coalfield also became an important place of application for the decision
to base the economic development on national industry as determined by the Izmir
Economic Congress of 1923. The leading investments in this line were undertaken by
T. Is Bankas: (Turkish Business Bank) with the two coal companies, Tirk-Is and
Kémiir-Iy. These companies set their goals as the modernization of mining activities
supported by the social development of the region, as well as the technical progress.
Consequently two housing complexes were designed for the workers of these
companies between the years 1934 and 1937 by the architect Seyfi Arkan.

Although they remained largely unrealized, these housing projects as they
were designed are important works for the history of modern architecture in Turkey.
Besides the very few examples of social housing in the period, the Zonguldak
projects by Arkan should be accepted as leading cases of contemporary mass-
housing with reference to their scale, program and architectural and urban formation.
On the other hand the site and the user that they were planned for had certain unique
characteristics, and the institution that invested in the projects had a distinct position
in the economic history of the Turkish Republic. For this reason, it will be
noteworthy to study these projects with reference to not only the important place that
they occupy in the Turkish architecture of the 1930s, but also the special context in
which they were meant to function.

This study aims to undertake this type of an examination and analysis of the

two housing complex projects for the Zonguldak coalfield by Seyfi Arkan designed



and partly constructed during the 1930s. It is mainly divided into two stages. In
Chapter 2, the first and rather short stage, the factual information will be given in
detail on the architectural characteristics, the designer and the realization of the
projects, the coalfield as the site and the mineworker as the user.

In order to provide detailed information on the projects, the sites were visited
and surveys were made in the archives of related institutions in Zonguldak and in
Ankara such as TTK (Tiirk Taskémiirleri Kurumu, Turkish Institution of Pit coals),
TKI (Tiirk Komiir Isletmeleri, Turkish Institution of Coal), the Ministry of Energy
and Natural Resources and 7. Is Bankas:. Unfortunately no contemporary and
original documents on the projects could be found, except a number of photographs
showing the realized part. This can be related to the fact that during the years when
the projects were designed and begun to be constructed, all the facilities in the
coalfield including the ones owned by T. Is Bankas: were being transferred and
became state-owned. When the maps showing the later situation of the sites are
examined it is seen that the institutions that later owned the mining facilities in these
locations developed their own construction programs on housing not depending on
the projects prepared by Arkan. For this reason the main subject of study in this work
is set as the projects as they were designed by Arkan, disregarding whether they were
realized or not.

Chapter 3, 4 and 5 constitute the second stage of the study, in which the
projects will be discussed in various respects, by building on the information
provided in the first stage in Chapter 2. The discussions that form these three

chapters can be considered in relation to each other as they begin from the case



projects and extend to the contextual features. However all the three chapters are
structured on their own and bring their own approaches to the subject independently.

Chapter 3 will examine the projects and their architectural qualities as
examples of workers’ housings within the frame of the architect’s design formation
and the architectural scene of the period in Turkey. The frame of examination in
Chapter 4 will be the labor and economy policies of the Republic and their reflection
in the Zonguldak coalfield. In Chapter 5 the architectural qualities and the social and
political context of the designs will be discussed as compared to various mining
settlements and company towns. The discussions aim to understand the mutual
relations between the architectural, economic-political and social-industrial sides of
the Republican modernization in the way they functioned to produce the architectural
projects designed for the mineworker of Zonguldak.

Besides being strongly connected to the major issues and concepts of the
modernization program of the Republic, the projects that the architect Seyfi Arkan
designed for the housing of the Zonguldak mineworker are also cases that exemplify
the architectural solution that the Turkish architect of the early Republican period
produced for specific spatial problems, also involving distinct social concerns and
tasks. The cases can be studied regarding the architect’s response as reflected in his
work, both to the architectural, social and political discourses that the Republican
modernization brought, and the specific problems and tasks included in the design
tasks he undertook. In this frame by thoroughly investigating and analyzing such an
exemplary case, this study aims to contribute to the understanding and evaluation of
the architectural thought produced by the Turkish architect in his/her relation to the

Republican process of modernization.



CHAPTER 2

WORKERS’ HOUSING PROJECTS BY SEYFI ARKAN IN ZONGULDAK

In this chapter the housing projects designed by Seyfi Arkan for the
mineworker will be introduced with the related and detailed information. For the
purpose of providing the informative ground that various discussions will be built on
the subjects in the following chapters, facts related not only to the projects and their
investors, architect and realization, but also to the mining industry of the coalfield
that shaped the characteristics, issues and problems of the site and the mineworker

the projects had been planned for will be given.

2.1. The Projects: The Programs and Architectural Preferences

Between the years 1934 and 1937, two social housing projects were designed
for the Zonguldak coalfield by the architect Seyfi Arkan. The first one was designed
between the years 1934 and 1936 for M.K.1. (Maden ve Komiir Isleri A.S. or Tiirk-
Is)*. It was for the workers, engineers and civil servants of the anthracite (hard coal)
factory in Uziilmez, the construction of which had also begun in 1934°. The project

included single houses for engineers, civil servants and married workers, dormitory

4 Arkan, S. I 933-1956 Seyfi Arkan ve Eserleri (Pamphlet), p.17.
5 Aslanoglu, . Erken Cumhuriyet Dinemi Mimarh@ 1923-1938, ODTU Mimarhk Fakiiltesi
Yayinlari, Ankara, 2001, p. 397.
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blocks for single and temporary workers®, a nearby service block containing showers,
common kitchens, dining halls, and laundries for single and temporary workers, and
a primary school building. The project was designed to inhabit 450 families’ and was
planned to be completed in five years®.

The condition of the site with a carefully designed green structure was the
main determinant in the organization of the whole. The settlement was organized like
an amphitheatre using the slope of the site, with a grove in the centre extending
through the groups of units with radial green strips. (Figure 2.1, Figure 2.7) Two
major roads that were shaped following the slope and linked to the units with
secondary roads connected the settlement to the town centre.

The single houses for workers were designed as two-storey, small, simple
boxes within private gardens, having their entrance alternately from the front in the
upper floor or the side in the lower floor according to the degree of the slope. (Figure
2.2) The designs of civil servants’ and engineers’ houses repeat the same pattern but
they were larger. The simplicity in plan organization was also reflected to the
elevations with the use of pure geometric forms on clean and bare surfaces, like the
round windows for bathrooms. The pavilions and the service block for single and
temporary workers and the school building repeated this prismatic purism in a larger
scale. (Figure 2.3) The service building that contained a common kitchen, a dining
hall, showers and laundries, was placed in the site forming an organic relationship

with the topography, as it was also the case in the single units. The entrance to the

6 As they were built, these dormitory blocks were referred as “amele pavyonlari” (worker pavilions)
and the word “pavyon” is still in use in the region to name such worker dormitories. For this reason
these buildings will be referred below by the word “pavilion’ in this work.
7 Arkan, S. 1933-1956... p.17.
8 Arkan, S. “ Amele Evleri, Ilkokul, Mutfak ve Camagirlik Binasi, Kozlu —Zonguldak”, Arkitekt,
September, 1935, pp. 253-258.
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ZONGULDAK

Figure 2.2. Tiirk-Is housing, plans and elevations for the single houses. The type with the
entrance from the lower floor on the left hand side and from the upper floor on the right hand
side.
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Figure 2.3. Tiirk-s housing, the model for the pavilions, the service block for single and
temporary workers, and the primary school building on the top.




upper floor containing dining halls and resting rooms was from the level of pavilions
and the lower floors contained offices, storage, showers, and laundries. (Figure 2.4)

The second project was designed between 1935 and 1936 for K.IAS.
(Komiir Isleri Anonim Sirketi or Komiir-Is) in Kilig —Kozlu. In a similar sense of
communal housing, this second project was also designed as a complex containing
worker, engineer and civil servant houses, dormitories (pavilions) for young and
temporary workers, a management building, a primary school, and a tennis court as
well’.

Similar to the Tiirk-Is Housing, this settlement was also arranged in terraces
using the slope, but instead of a semi-circular shape with a central core, here all the
units faced northwest to give a good view of the sea'’. (Figure 2.6) The main road
coming from the town centre that drew curves to keep the slope in a reasonable
degree showed a contrast with the grid pattern of the settlement that it cut through.
The green structure again had a major importance in the organization of the design as
it surrounded the settlement and defined the major parts of the whole by separating
them with strips. (Figure 2.7) The primary school building was placed in the
beginning of this road in order to give service also to the children of Kozlu, and the
house of the director was planned at the end, in a dominating position at the top''.

The pattern of simple and low-cost dwellings with their private gardens of the
Tiirk-Is Housing was also repeated here. The units were designed as simple boxes
and the houses for civil servants were shaped by two shifting boxes that formed
defined outdoor spaces. The director’s house, being two-storey and much larger, was

also designed in this manner. (Figure 2.8)

? Arkan, S. “Komiir s is¢i Urami, Zonguldak —Kozlu”, Arkitekt (January, 1936), pp.9-10.
1% In Arkan’s site plan, the conventional north orientation was not used.
! Ibid.
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Figure 2.4. Tiirk-Is housing, floor plans for the service block. The first plan shows the upper
floor with dining halls and resting rooms and the second plan shows the ground floor with the
showers.

Figure 2.5. Tiirk-Is housing, perspective drawing, elevations and section for the primary school
building.
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Figure 2.9. Komiir-Is housing, perspective drawing and floor plans (upper floor on the top and
ground floor below) for the management building.
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2.2. The Investors: Tiirk-Is and Komiir-Is, and the History of the Mines

Tiirk-Is (MK.1.) and Komiir-Is (K.LA.S.), for which these two housing
projects were prepared, were two companies that were founded by T. Is Bankasi
(Turkish Business Bank) to manage the mining activities in the region. Tiirk-Iy was
founded in 1926 with a capital of one million Turkish Liras. The anthracite factory
that the housing project was designed for was assigned to 7. Is Bankas: in the First
Five-Year Development Plan of 1933 and was founded by this company. Komiir-Is
was also founded in 1926 but after a period of financial and organizational
preparation, and mechanization and modernization of the facilities, this company
started production in 1930'%. The bank was especially proud of this company for its
most contemporary and advanced technological facilities'. In late 1929 the company
raised its capital to three million Turkish Liras, which was five hundred thousand in
1926 when it was founded, and it was owned by T. Iy Bankast with 51% and Eregli
Sirketi (Eregli Company)** with 49%". These two companies were the first steps of
the process of nationalization of the mining industry in the region in order to deliver

the coal mines to the national profits.'® The nationalization would be completed in

:j Komiir Havzasinda Tiirkiye Is Bankasi: 1926-1937, Devlet Basimevi, 1937, p. 8.

Ibid.
4 Eregli Sirketi was a French company, which would be bought by the state with all its facilities
including the harbor of Zonguldak in 1936. Amelebirligi Biriktirme ve Yardimlasma Sandig, T. C.
Calisma ve Sosyal Giivenlik Bakanlig1 Eregli Komiir Havzasi Amelebirligi, Ankara, 1998, p. 20. The
company was founded in 1896 and was given the right to extract resources, build a harbor and docks
on the coast construct railroads to convey the coal for a period of 50 years. In the beginning of the
century the company had a share of approximately 80% in the total production in the region. Quataert,
“Zonguldakh Ciftgi-Madenciler ve Eregli Kémiir Sirketi”, pp. 50-51.
15 Tekeli, I. Uygulamaya Gegerken Tiirkiye'de Devletciligin Olusumu, ODTU idari Bilimler Fak.
Ankara, 1982, p. 202,
' In 1930s the four major mining companies in the region were as follows: Eregli Sirketi (French),
Tiirk-is, Tiirk Komiir Madenleri Anonim Sirketi (Turkish-Italian), and Komiir-is. Yeraltt Maden- -Is,
“Zonguldak Maden Havzesindaki [s Kazalarmin Nedenlerine Tarihsel Bir Yaklagim”, reprinted in
Mimarlik (January, 1977), p.53.
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Figure 2.11. A general view of Komiir-Is facilities,1930s.



1936, fours years before the entire coalfield became state-owned'’. Before the
Republican era the mines in the region had largely been operated by foreign
entrepreneurs.

The first discovery of coal in the area is dated back to 1829. In 1848 a
technical commission from Istanbul determined the borders of the field and it was
owned by Hazine-i Hassa (the Privy Purse)’®. The money gained from the mines
here was largely used for religious purposes, for the expenses of mosques, fekkes,
zaviyes, tiirbes, and etc.'”. The right to operate the mines was rented to Kémiir
Kumpanyas: (the Coal Company), formed by ‘banker’s of Galata until 1851 and then
to a British firm, during the Hazine-i Hassa administration between 1848 and 1865%.

When the Ottoman Empire began using war ships with steam engines in
1860s, the coal in the region gained much further importance. Until 1865 the Navy
bought all the coal that was extracted in the field at a fixed price while also importing
coal from England. Due to the inefficient production, the Naval Ministry undertook
the responsibility of the mines in 1865. For this purpose Dilaver Pasa, the mine
director and the district governor, brought some regulations to the mining operations
in 1867. In 1882 the Naval Ministry allowed the mine companies to sell some portion

of the coal extracted in the open market*’. This decision, together with the rich

17 Kahveci, E. “The Miners of Zonguldak” in Work & Occupation in Modern Turkey, Kahveci, E.
Sungur, N. And Nichols, T. (eds.) Mansell Publishing Limited, London and N. Y. 1966, p. 173.
' http://www.mining-eng.org.tr/www/20Y ymadencilik/20YuzyilMadencilikSektoruhtm#top. The
Privy Purse was managing the personal belongings of the sultan. The profits from these estates were
usually used for the expenses of the palace. Tuna Aratoglu, who currently works as a civil engineer in
TTK (Tiirk Tagkomiirleri Kurumu, Turkish Institute of Pitcoals) in Zonguldak, keeps the contour maps
prepared in 1848 in his private archive and believes that Arkan used these drawings to produce his site

lans.
% Tuncer, K. Tarihten Giiniimiize Zonguldak’ta Is¢i Sinifinin Durumu, Gogebe Yayinlari, istanbul,
1998, p. 30.
2 Ibid. pp.28-29. With the exception that the administration of the field was given to the English
govemmmt during the Crimean War (1854-56).

! Kahveci, pp. 173-179.
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Figure 2.12. The view of the facilities of the French Eregli Sirketi built in 1897 in the town center
of Zonguldak. The note in the Ottoman language is: “The big lavoir [a facility to wash the coal
extracted] factory of Zonguldak.”

Figure 2.13. Kozlu in the 1900s. The note in the Ottoman language is: “Kozlu”.
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potential of the coalfield, brought many other investors to the region. When the
administration of the mines were given to the Ministry of Trade and Agriculture in
1909, almost all of the mines were operated by foreign capital, mostly English,
French, Italian, and German, and some Greek and Russian investors®.

With this increase, the local labor force became insufficient and it was
permitted to bring workers from outside the region, which resulted in a stream of
migration. The unorganized settlement caused by the migration brought difficulties
to the operation of the mines and necessitated a special law for the region, which is
still in use. According to this law of 1910s, Teskere-i Samiye, private property in the
region was regulated with restrictions, with deeds dating before 1900 being valid?.
In 1906 also a Maden Nizamndmesi (the Mine Regulation) was introduced which
was later replaced by the Mine Law in 19562,

During the First World War the mines were operated by the German forces
and with the defeat they were invaded by the French forces. The local resistance
ended the invasion in 1921%.

After this date the Zonguldak coalfield appeared among the first issues that
the new Republican State got involved in, first as a part of the war economy and then
within the main purpose of forming a national heavy industry in the country. In 1921
a special law to improve the conditions of the miners of Zonguldak was introduced.
In 1924 Maadin ve Sanayi Mekteb-i Alisi (the School of Mining and Industry) was

established in Zonguldak and graduated about 70 mining engineers until it was

22 Tuncer, p.33.

3 Erkin, E. “Zonguldak Komiir Havzasinda Kentlesme ve Yerlasme Sorunlar”, Mimarlik (January,
1977), p.20. The article states that %73 of the Zonguldak Metropolitan Area was public-owned
without being able to be sold.
2 www.mining-eng.org.tr e
2 Tuncer, pp.33-34. oryy FORGL
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closed in 1932%. In 1926 T. Is Bankas: got involved in the mines and conducted a
process of modernization in the mining activities with the companies Tiirk-Is and
Komiir-Is. These companies took important steps in terms of mechanization. They
did not only bring modern mechanical facilities that were used within their own
production but also made investments that affected the whole coalfield, such as
increasing the capacity of the power plant that served the region, (Figure 2.14) which
became the biggest in Turkey at the time, and bringing in modern devices to
definitely determine the coal capacity of the basin?’. Accordingly a considerable rise
in the production of coal was experienced in the region’®. In the publication by 7. Js
Bankast it was stated that the companies of the bank played a leading role in this rise
in the total production by encouraging the other companies operating in the region
for competition, as well as providing the technical means to increase their own

production®.

Figure 2.14. The power plant constructed by 7. Is Bankas: in Catalagzi.

26 www.mining-eng.org.tr
" Komiir Havzasinda... pp. 5-6.
28 According to the official records, the total coal production in the region until 1926 was 7.491.000
tons. The production between 1926 and 1936 became 18.888.000 tons. Ibid, p.10. The increase
continued in the following years; the total production between 1936 and 1940 was 12.910.391 tons.
Ciladir, S. Tagkomiirii Havzasimn Devletgilik Donemi, Yaman Matbaas, Eregli, 1999, p. 22.
* Ibid, p. 10.
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These companies also declared that they aimed at a social progress in the
coalfield together with the technical progress. In this frame, one of the first workers’
housing settlements of the Republic were designed and partially constructed for
Tiirk-Is and Komiir-Is between 1934 and 1937, just before all the investments in the
region were nationalized and transferred to Eregli Komiir Isletmesi in the beginning

of the 1940s™.

2.3. The User: The Mineworker of Zonguldak

The mineworkers of Zonguldak constituted one of the biggest groups of
workers in the country in the beginning of the Republican period, and the coalfield
was the major region in Anatolia which housed a serious worker population as long
as harbor cities such as Istanbul and Izmir are not considered. In the first half of the
1930s the total population working in the mines in a month’s time was about
10.000°!. But most of these (about two thirds) were not permanent workers but
villagers who usually spent half of a month in the mines and other half in their
villages. The remaining was mainly consisting of workers coming from the villages
of the eastern Black Sea region, from provinces such as Trabzon, Giresun, and
Artvin, and staying at the coalfield for at least 10 months of a year. The organization
of the labor force circulation in both of these rotational worker groups was run by

individuals called “¢avus”s (foremen) who recruited the work force from the villages

3 Enver, S. Zonguldak Komir Havzamiz, Etibank Yaynlari, Ankara, 1941, p. 80. Eregli Komiir
Isletmesi was founded and owned by Etibank, which was a state bank founded in 1935 and which also
entered the basin in 1937.
3 Cumhuriyet'in On Yiinda Zonguldak ve Maden Komiirti Havzasi, Istanbul Sanayii Nefise Matbaas).
1933, p. 180.
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