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Figure 5.23. An Example of Garden Walls that Belong to the Historical Structure of 

the Area 
 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5.24. An Example of Court Walls that Belong to the Historical Structure of 

the Area 
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Besides the walls that belong to the historical structure of the area, some of the walls, 

like the walls around Anafartalar Technical and Vocational High School (Figure 

5.25.) and the synagogue (Figure 5.26.) were made to protect buildings. However, 

other high walls do not belong to the architectural style of this historical area. They 

were usually added at later times and they can be counted among unsafe areas 

(Figure 5.27. and Figure 5.28.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5.25. Walls around Anafartalar Technical and Vocational High School 
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Figure 5.26. Walls around the Synagogue 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.27. An Example of Walls that Allow an Offender to Hide Himself 
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Figure 5.28. An Example of Walls that Allow an Offender to Hide Himself 

 

 

 

Figure 5.29. and Figure 5.30. are related to the lighting in Istiklal. Figure 5.18 is 

derived from the maps gathered from Altındağ Municipality and the Greater Ankara 

Municipality. The map represents the distribution of the utility poles in the 

neighborhood. 
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Figure 5.29. The Distribution of Utility Poles in Istiklal Neighborhood 

 

 

 

Lighting is also a key factor, both for preventing crime and for reducing the fear of 

crime. Streets with poor lighting or no lighting offer a potential area for criminals to 

hide or to escape. Moreover, these streets may increase the fear of crime among the 

inhabitants of the neighborhood.  
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Examing this important key factor for the reduction of crime, Figure 5.30. shows a 

lighting analysis for Istiklal. On this map, each utility pole has a circular lighting 

ability of a 30 meter radius. As a result, some white areas indicate the dark and 

dangerous areas of the Istiklal neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5.30. A Lighting Analysis of Istiklal Neighborhood 
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By considering both the literature survey and the positive and negative effects of 

Istiklal’s own historical structure, the areas where crime is most likely to occur and 

where people may most likely be afraid of crime can be discerned, as stated above. 

Some of these physical attributes that affect the crime occurrence in Istiklal, either 

negatively or positively, include the usage of buildings, the conditions of buildings, 

the building heights, the transportation network, the wall heights, and the lighting. 

However, because of the historical importance of the area, these attributes should be 

evaluated within the framework of Istiklal’s unique historical structure. 
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CHAPTER 6 

 

 

CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION 

 

 

 

Istiklal neighborhood can be seen as one of the most important historical settlements 

of Ankara, with its special architectural style, street texture, and human scale. 

However, the unconscious annexes and repartitions built over time have worked to 

destroy this historical texture. Moreover, the difficulty or impossibility of 

appropriating the social and physical environment of Istiklal causes the area to lose 

its unique structure (Osmay & Ataöv, 2008). Consequently, the present situation of 

the neighborhood can be defined as socially disintegrated and physically decaying 

(Osmay & Ataöv, 2008). The demographic structure and the lack of a relationship 

between residents and authorities are the two reasons that have caused the 

neighborhood to become deserted and ruined. 

 

One reason for the neighborhood’s decay is its demographic structure. The 

population in the neighborhood includes low-income families, squatters, individuals 

organizing illegal activities, and street children living in vacant houses. Some tenants 

and squatters have damaged the neighborhood with illegal activities like public usage 

of alcohol and narcotics, or vandalism of building facades, public structures, and 

street benches. Moreover, such individuals discomfort and upset the families in the 

neighborhood (Osmay & Ataöv, 2008).  

 

The other reason for the area’s decay is the lack of a relationship between residents 

and authorities. Residents feel disappointment and a lack of trust in local authorities. 

They think that the authorities take no notice of Istiklal and that the authorities are to 

blame for the decay of the neighborhood. Thus, residents prefer to leave the 
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neighborhood, or to engage in illegal activities like forming new parking areas by 

destroying the historical buildings. Additionally, this lack of a relationship between 

residents and authorities can cause residents to be misinformed. The residents of 

Istiklal think that, due to the fact that the neighborhood is a “historic and cultural 

conservation site,” all construction is forbidden by authorities, and thus, they do not 

seek to improve damaged or decaying buildings. However, provided that the 

renovations are appropriate to the historical structure of site and that permission is 

obtained from the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, some basic renovation in the 

historic and cultural conservation site can be allowed by authorities (Kültür ve 

Tabiaat Varlıklarını Koruma Kurulu Đlke Kararı). Therefore, the lack of a 

relationship between residents and authorities in Istiklal may have a negative effect 

on the historical area, as mentioned above. 

 

To improve the context of Istiklal neighborhood and to prevent the further decay of 

this historical area, there is a Participatory Action Research (PAR) project being 

conducted with empowerment activities in Istiklal neighborhood, as mentioned in 

previous chapters. As a part of the PAR project, the main aim of this thesis is to 

research the fear of crime in the neighborhood and how physical attributes can help 

reduce this fear.  

 

According to the results of my descriptive research, including in-depth interviews 

with the internal and external stakeholders of the neighborhood and visual data, 

including observational notes, photographs and records, the crime situation can be 

described as follows: It is clear that the fear of crime is greater than the real rate of 

crime in Istiklal neighborhood, when we compare the two sets of data from the Sahir 

Kılıçtepe Police Station and from the internal stakeholders.According to the records 

of the Sahir Kılıçtepe Police Station, parking offenses are the most common crime 

type in the neighborhood. The second most common crime type is burglary, 

especially theft from autos and from local small businesses. Following in the ranking 

are malicious injury and assault, kidnapping, vandalism to people, vandalism to 

property, negligent homicide, deliberate homicide, and sexual harassment. There are 
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no narcotic offenses in the police records. The area with the highest crime density in 

Istiklal is Kargı Street (Uzun, 2009).  

 

Moreover, according to the Sahir Kılıçtepe Police Station, the age range of 99% of 

the criminals in the neighborhood is between 18 and 25 years old, and 99% of them 

are male. Except for the cases of malicious injury and assault, the criminals are 

mostly outsiders of the Istiklal neighborhood. The disadvantaged group, those who 

are negatively affected by crime, are the residents of Istiklal neighborhood and the 

people who work around the neighborhood (Uzun, 2009). 

 

On the other hand, according to the in depth-interviews with the internal 

stakeholders, in the first place, vandalism to public property and narcotics usage are 

the most commonly perceived crimes in the neighborhood. Sexual harassment ranks 

second. Unlike in the police records, the distribution of the other crime types can be 

listed in descending order as theft, vandalism to personal property, malicious injury 

and assault, parking offenses, and homicide; there are no reported cases of 

kidnapping. Similarly to the police records, the age range of criminals in the 

neighborhood is reported to be between 18 and 25 years old, and all crime types are 

reported to be most commonly committed by males. The criminal offenders are 

mostly from outside the neighborhood. However, the answers of respondents do not 

express the real rate of crime. These answers express the perceived crime and 

perceived offenders, according to the internal stakeholders of Istiklal neighborhood.   

 

This project aims at collective research by sharing intentions and knowledge, but 

because of the lack of clear answers from respondents, the thesis cannot reach a 

collective body of research. However, with the help of the literature review, in 

addition to input from external stakeholders and some internal stakeholders, the 

reason why certain areas are defined as either unsafe places or safe places can be 

discerned in connection to the physical attributes of the neighborhood. These 

attributes have an effect on reducing crime either positively or negatively, as shown 

in Table 6.1. These attributes are mostly derived from the information of the 
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literature review. In other words, with the help of that information, I intend to find 

probable places where perceived crime most likely occurs in Istiklal neighborhood. 

 

 

 

Table 6.1 Positive and Negative Crime Reducing Attributes in Istiklal Neighborhood 
 

Positive Crime Reducing Attributes in 

Istiklal Neighborhood 

Negative Crime Reducing Attributes in 

Istiklal Neighborhood 

Building Height and Density Mixed Using and Diversity 

Street Layout Activity Generations 

Position of Access Paths Image and Milieu 

Hierarchy Building Types 

 Traffic and Parking Areas 

 Lighting 

 Attractiveness 

 Hierarchy 

 

 

 

On one hand, the attributes which have a positive effect on reducing the crime rate in 

Istiklal neighborhood are related to the historical structure of the area. These 

attributes are the building height and density, the street layout, and the position of 

access paths. 

 

The first positive attribute in Istiklal is the building height and density. The 

buildings’ height and density have an effect on decreasing the crime rate. The higher 

the building height and density, the higher the crime rate, because the high-rise 

buildings mean that a large number of people share a common space and this causes 

inhabitants to feel less of a sense of responsibility. Moreover, when the numbers of 

people sharing a communal space increase, it becomes more difficult for people to 
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identify each other or to feel that they have a right to control the area; this makes it 

more easy for outsiders to gain access to the building (Newman, 1996).  

 

However, in Istiklal, the building height varies between 1 and 4 stories; and on 

average, buildings are two-storied and there is a homogeneous texture between the 

relations of the inner-court and garden and the face components of building heights 

at human scale (Şahin, 1988). This means that there is not a large number of people 

sharing the same territory and the people who are living or working in a common 

area can easily identify each other. Therefore, the low height of buildings in Istiklal 

can increase natural surveillance in the area and have a positive effect on decreasing 

the crime rate. 

 

Secondly, the street layout in Istiklal has a positive effect on decreasing crime. Street 

layout influences the movement patterns of criminals, with more impact on crimes 

committed by people who learn areas by motor vehicle rather than on foot (Beavon 

et al.). Moreover, the distribution of criminal opportunities is also shaped by the road 

network. This means that high traffic volumes provide higher numbers of potential 

individual victims (Beavon et al., p.119).  

 

Actually, there is no geometrical formation of the streets in Istiklal. They usually 

connect the axles around the neighborhood’s space. A special characteristic of the 

streets can be determined by the repetition of components that forms the streets. In 

general, streets are bound in a T-shape to each other. According to Bevis and Nutter 

(1977), this type of street pattern has a noticeable trend in terms of its lower crime 

rate, especially for residential burglary. Moreover, the narrow street layout of Istiklal 

neighborhood increases surveillance because street width varies from 2 to 5 meters. 

This can also increase the natural surveillance in the neighborhood. 

 

The final positive attribute in Istiklal is the position of the access paths. Actually, the 

tertiary roads which are suitable for pedestrians have a significant impact on public 

safety, both real and perceived (Sarkissian Associates Planners, 2000). According to 
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Jeffery (1971), the street design should encourage people to walk because such 

streets offer the highest level of passive surveillance and “eyes on the streets.”  

 

Moreover, access paths should be easy to use and clear to understand so as to 

improve the legibility of neighborhoods (City of Gosnells, 2001). Along this line, the 

access paths are located through buildings in Istiklal neighborhood. Mostly 1 or 2-

storied buildings, they determine the characteristics of the streets from the 

differences of width. Also, the heights of the garden and court walls determine the 

characteristics of the streets, like the buildings. Access paths designed in human 

scale can improve the legibility of the neighborhood and the natural surveillance in 

Istiklal. 

 

On the other hand, the attributes which have a negative effect on reducing the crime 

rate in Istiklal neighborhood are mixed using and diversity, activity generations, 

image and milieu, building types, traffic and parking areas, lighting, and 

attractiveness. 

 

First, there is generally no mixed using and diversity in the neighborhood, as shown 

by Figure 5.5., Classification of the Usage of Buildings, in Chapter 5. However, 

mixed using and diversity have an important role in crime prevention (Jacobs, 1961; 

Jeffery, 1971). According to Jacobs (1961), streets which have both residential and 

commercial usage 24 hours a day are safe streets, whereas isolated, unused, and 

nonfunctional streets are unsafe streets, like those in Istiklal. Moreover, commercial 

streets and shopping malls within neighborhoods pay special attention to ensure that 

users feel safe (Wekerle & Whitzman, 1994). 

 

Jacobs (1961) and Jeffery (1971) claim that to establish a safe street, people need 

reasons to go out, like shops, cafes, and so on; otherwise, they prefer to stay indoors 

and this causes the desertification of the streets, increasing the crime rates and the 

fear of crime. However, when we look at the usage of Istiklal’s buildings, the 

commercial and public buildings cluster around the outer boundary of the 
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neighborhood, while the houses are grouped in the interior. Only a few local 

commercial structures, particularly shoe repair shops, are located on the inside of the 

neighborhood. There are no shops, cafes, or restaurants.  

 

In other words, there is no mixed using and activity generations in the interior parts 

of Istiklal. Mixed using and activity generation has effects on reducing the 

opportunities for crime. However, lack of these two important factors in Istiklal 

neighborhood may cause the streets to not be used during the day and night. 

Consequently, it may increase the crime rate and the fear of crime in the 

neighborhood. 

 

The second attribute is the lack of activity generations, as mentioned above. Like 

mixed using, activity generations has an effect on reducing the crime rate by creating 

local activity in places such as playgrounds, benches, picnic areas, and kiosks 

(Sarkissian Associates Planners, 2002). Places where appropriate activities have been 

created are safe areas and they increase a sense of safety among residents, because 

they increase natural surveillance by adding eyes to the streets (Hill & Blears, 2004; 

Wekerle & Whitzman, 1994). 

 

However, there are no such activity centers as playgrounds, recreational areas, parks, 

cafes, or shops in Istiklal. This is possibly why the streets in the neighborhood are 

isolated, especially after dark, and this causes a decrease in natural surveillance and 

an increase in the fear of crime in the neighborhood.  

 

The third attribute is the image and milieu of the neighborhood. Image and milieu is 

the ability of design to prevent the perception that the area is isolated, unused, and 

open to crime (www.aic.gov.au). According to the broken window theory formulated 

by Wilson and Kelling in 1983, image and milieu is an important strategy for 

preventing vandalism by fixing problems while they are small. Otherwise, these 

small problems can lead to vandalism. For example, if a broken window is repaired 

http://www.aic.gov.au/
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in a short amount of time, the tendency to break more windows or cause further 

damage can be prevented (Wilson & Kelling, 1983) 

 

In line with the broken window theory, the poor conditions of the buildings increase 

both the crime rates and the fear of crime in Istiklal. Most of the buildings in the 

interior of the neighborhood are squalid or vacant. Moreover, ruinous and collapsing 

buildings are mostly clustered on the south side of the neighborhood. These building 

increase the fear of crime and give opportunities to commit crime, due to the lack of 

natural surveillance. 

 

Natural surveillance has an important effect on decreasing the fear of crime 

(Newman, 1973). It is the ability to observe the public areas of one’s residential 

environment and to make one feel continually that he or she is under observation by 

other residents (Newman, 1973). This has an important role in decreasing crime and 

fear of crime.  However, there is a lack of natural surveillance in Istiklal. This 

increases the crime rates. 

 

These squalid, vacant, ruinous, or collapsing buildings in the neighborhood are used 

for illegal activities like public alcohol consumption, narcotics usage, sexual 

harassment, and vandalism, because of the lack of natural surveillance and for the 

same reason behind the broken window theory. These areas increase the fear of 

crime because they have a negative effect on the environmental appearance of the 

neighborhood and give people a sense of being in danger. Moreover, criminals know 

that there are no nearby people to observe or catch them.  

 

The fourth negative attribute is the traffic and parking areas in the neighborhood. 

There are two secondary roads connected with the primary roads, in addition to the 

tertiary roads. The tertiary roads are only suitable for pedestrians, but are 

nevertheless usually used by vehicles. 
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Istiklal neighborhood is located in the old center of Ankara, on the southwest side of 

the Ankara citadel. It is located on the transit roads and close to the city’s 

administrative, educational, and commercial centers. As a result of this, the area is 

very valuable for illegal parking, and most damaged buildings were damaged in 

order to open new parking areas.  

 

Moreover, parking areas in Istiklal are not well designed. This can be a problem for 

community safety. Because poorly designed parking areas increase the fear of crime 

and, consequently, isolate people from the parking areas, they decrease the area’s 

natural surveillance (Clarke, 1997; Wekerle & Whitzman, 1994). 

 

The fifth negative physical attribute in Istiklal neighborhood is lighting. Lighting has 

an effect on reducing both the crime rate and the fear of crime. In Istiklal, the 

lighting is insufficient. There are poorly lit streets in the neighborhood, as shown in 

Figure 5.19. in Chapter 5. According to the Sarkissian Associates Planners (2000) 

“the poorly lit street lowers the possibility of detection, recognition and apprehension 

for a person considering a criminal act, thus increasing the likelihood of actual 

crime” (p. 12). 

 

Lighting encourages people to use spaces, makes places more livable after dark, and 

increases informal surveillance. Well-designed lighting levels improve the 

opportunity for surveillance, especially at night, and give positive messages about the 

management of an area (Hill & Blears, 2004).  

 

The neighborhood’s final negatively prominent physical attribute is attractiveness. 

Attractiveness includes paving, paint, and landscaping to provide an appropriate 

balance between aesthetics and safety (Sarkissian Associates Planners, 2000) and to 

improve use of streets and, consequently, natural surveillance. 

 

Landscaping, paving, and paint enhance safety by increasing opportunities for 

natural surveillance, improving good sightlines, preventing the creation of potential 
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entrapment spots, and providing easy maintenance (Sarkissian Associates Planners, 

2000). Moreover, these attributes make places more legible and understandable for 

both residents and strangers, by defining boundaries between public and private 

spaces.  

 

However, generally, there is a lack of landscaping, paving, and paint in Istiklal. This 

causes the neighborhood to grow less understandable and legible. This in turn 

negatively affects natural surveillance and, consequently, can increase the crime rates 

in the neighborhood. 

 

There are also some attributes in Istiklal which affect the crime rates both positively 

and negatively, like hierarchy. There is not a vertical hierarchy and boundary 

definition in the neighborhood. In other words, there is no territorial definition 

between public, semi-public and private areas in street scale.  

 

According to Newman (1973), a housing project in which there is no attempt at 

differentiating the grounds is the typical housing project suffering from high crime 

rates. The hierarchy in grounds enables occupants to extend their responsibility of 

space and opportunity for surveillance, and to make outsiders recognize where the 

surveyed boundary starts (Newman, 1973). 

 

Jacobs (1961) also claims that there should be a clear distinction while moving from 

the public street to the semi-public grounds of the project, and in the transition from 

outdoors to indoors (Newman, 1973). When moving through a sequence of 

territorially defined areas, behavior and expectations of people are changed 

accordingly, even without the sharp divisions created by locked gates and doors 

(Newman, 1973).  

 

In Istiklal, some differentiation of the ground is attempted with walls. Some of these 

walls and courtyards are part of the historical structure of the neighborhood and these 

walls define the boundary of the buildings, having a positive effect on reducing the 
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crime rate. However, some of these walls lose their composition in the neighborhood 

with the addition of new walls or the demolishing of parts of old walls, and these 

walls enable illegal activities and give the opportunity for criminals to hide from 

police by blocking the sightline of natural surveillance. 

 

In order to reduce both the actual and perceived crime rates, Istiklal Neighborhoods 

needs some physical interventions. The restoration of squalid, vacant, ruinous, or 

collapsing buildings; improving the lighting; improving attractiveness includes 

paving, paint, and landscaping, and creating local activities such as playgrounds, 

benches, and kiosks can be listed as urgent issues to reduce the actual and perceived 

crime rates in Istiklal Neighborhood. 

 

Besides the physical attributes of the neighborhood, there is also a lack of 

management and social activities to prevent crime. The crime rates in the 

neighborhood have decreased for the last 2 ½ years with the help of some 

precautions taken by the Sahir Kılıçtepe Police Station (Uzun, 2009). However, there 

is no social interaction or synergy between the internal or external stakeholders of the 

neighborhood in order to prevent crime. This affect the neighborhood safety 

negatively because in order to improve the safety in Istiklal Neighborhood by means 

of physical interventions, there sholud be a strong social interaction, synergy, and a 

strong sense of responsibility of the inhabitants. 

 

To improve this social interaction, synergy and sense of responsibility between the 

internal or external stakeholders, there should be shared knowledge meetings, 

workshops, and projects in the neighborhood. The main aim of such meetings and 

workshops is to improve the partnership between police, citizens, businesses, 

organizations, and local authorities; to increase residents’ sense of responsibility; and 

to increase the education, job training, and welfare opportunities to prevent crime in 

the Istiklal neighborhood. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

 

ORIGINAL FORM OF SURVEY 

 

 

 

1) Kişisel 

a) Adınız? 

b) Yaşınız? 

c) Çalışıyor musunuz? 

d) Ailenizle mi yaşıyorsunuz? 

e) Kaç kişisiniz? 

f) Kaç senedir bu mahalledesiniz? 

g) Genel olarak mahalledeki sıkıntılarınız neler? 

 

2) Suçlarla Đlgili: 

a) Đstiklal mahallesi ve çevresinde ne gibi suçlarla karşılaştınız? 

b) Hangi sıklıkta görülüyor? 

c) Yoğun olduğu alanlar nereler? 

d) Sizin iş yerinizde herhangi bir suç eğilimi oldu mu? 

e) Bu suçlara karşı herhangi bir önlem aldınız mı? 

 

3) Suçları Đşleyenlerle Đlgili 

a) Suçu işleyenler genelde kaç yaşlarında ve cinsiyet dağılımı nasıl? 

b) Suçu işleyenler mahalle halkından mı yoksa dışarıdan mı? 

c) Yaş gruplarına göre suçlar nasıl dağılıyor? 

 

4) Suçtan Etkilenenlerle Đlgili 

a) Mahallede suçtan zarar gören yapılar? 

b) Mahallede günün her saati rahat dolaşabiliyor musun? 

c) Hayır ise sizi rahatsız eden durumlar nelerdir? 

d) Sizin aldığınız bir önlem var mı? 

e) Sizce ne gibi önlemler alınarak bu durum sağlanabilir? 




