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ABSTRACT

WOMEN'’S CHANGING CONDITIONS IN THE POST-SOVIET RU$S

Sobyanina, Olga

M.A., Eurasian Studies

Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Drsik Kuscu-Bonnenfant

June 2011, 151 pages

This thesis analyzes women'’s status in the Russaeration in the period after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. Yeltsin's reformedically changed the quality of
political, economical and social aspects of Russif@n Yeltsin's period together

with the policies of the subsequent governmentsgado be mostly detrimental to
women’s status in the country. Women have becomeoties who suffered most
from the instability and lawlessness of the traositperiod. This study discusses
increasing gender inequality and gender asymmetrgdonomy, politics and in

social realms in post-Soviet Russia and examirnesrémsformation of women'’s role

and status in this period.

Keywords: Women, Russian Women, Post-Soviet Ru€sader Issues
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SOVYET SONRASI RUSYA DA KADINLARIN DEGISEN SARTLARI
Sobyanina, Olga
Yuksek Lisans, Avrasya Camalari

Tez Dangmani: Yar. Doc. Dr.gsik Kusgu-Bonnenfant

Haziran 2011, 151 sayfa

Bu tez Sovyet sonrasi donemde Rusya Federasyoirkai@dinlarin statiistind analiz
etmektedir. Yeltsin reformlari, Rusya dasgeni siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal acgilardan
onemli bir Olguide d&stirmistir. Yeltsin donemi ve bu donemi takip eden
hikimetlerin politikalarinin sonuglari en ¢ok Ulk&dkadin nufusu olumsugkilde
etkilemistir. Kadinlar Sovyet sonrasi donemdeki istikrangizle yasa diliktan en
cok etkilenen grup olmyur. Bu calsma, Sovyet sonrasi Rusya’da artan cinsel
esitsizligi ekonomik, politik ve sosyal acilardan inceler Sevyet sonrasi donemde

kadinin roll ve statistnin d@dintnt analiz eder.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kadinlar, Rus Kadinlar, Sovyengsi Rusya, Cinselsksizlik

Sorunlari
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The urgency of the problem of difficult conditiomkich Russian women had
to face after the dissolution of the Soviet Unisnundeniable. The breakup of the
Soviet system brought great changes that affedtexplaeres of life. In my thesis |
aim to discuss the current status of women of Ruasiaffected by these massive
changes. In order to analyze the process of tramsfiton in women’s lives | will
discuss the issues in five chapters in this thegisch discuss women’s changing
conditions in economic, political, human rights aodial fields.

The second chapter explores the problems of gandquality in the light of
the fundamental Russian law — the Russian ConstituThe terms of “gender” and
“gender equality” are explained from the point oéw of Western and Russian
scholars, as it is important to define them in ghtiway when describing the
situation in the country concerning the genderassin the second chapter | aimed
to analyze the text of the Russian Constitutiormfrthe perspective of gender
balance. It is necessary to understand and comphieh rights the Constitution
gives to Russian citizens, men and women, in theergs of economics, human
rights, politics and social rights. In order todinut the source of gender misbalance
in the country, it should start from the main légfion of the country if there is any

such gender misbalance, this is why | have incluadednalysis of the Constitution.



The third chapter focused on the economic contiof the changing regime
and the changing position of the Russian womehennew economic system of the
state. In the course of Yeltsin's reforms, the et@nomic order was turned upside
down and the planned economy became a market-lms=dBut the process of
transformation produced many problems for Russiamen, among which are
unemployment, the loss of social protection andeasing obstacles for creating
their own business and such. In this chapter, f@tsin’s economic reforms are
discussed in order to provide a better understgnaolinhe changing social conditions
and their influence on women'’s status. Then thélpra of discrimination of women
in the professional field of activity is discussed, it became the main initial reason
for the further growing female unemployment. Theemployment in Russia of
1990-s has its own patrticular features, whichdascribed in the third chapter and
had many serious consequences of economical, aasved social and psychological
character. It left numerous traces on the liveRo$sian women and changed their
lifelines strongly. Of course, women did not remaaactive in such difficult times;
they tried to find some ways of solution for thepdayment question. If government
could not create the workplace for them, they sthrto create such places
themselves by launching their own businesses. Bwias not all that easy. In the
cruel and criminal economic conditions of those rgeavomen needed to be
extremely strong to manage to survive. The obstaatel difficulties on their way
are discussed in this same chapter. The next poihe problems of the women of
retirement age, those who are not able to work angrand are obliged to live on
government’s money. Again, unfortunately there dear signs of gender inequality

in the field of pension provision of the countryutid’s pension reforms are



discussed to find out and mark the visible defgatsyoking the mentioned gender
misbalance.

The fourth chapter analyzes the condition of Rusgiamen in politics; their
participation in the new multiparty election systemmd other political institutions.
The democratization process of the country creagd opportunities for women to
be more actively involved in the politics and papate in the governing of the
country. However, there are many obstacles andugigs, concerning women’s
role and position in society, which hamper theitivaty in political domain. The
chapter discusses the actual role of women in Rasgolitics in the post-Soviet
period with an emphasis on the level of succesgiienaged to attain in this realm.

In the fifth chapter of the thesis | aim to analyhe problems of women in
the transition period. In this chapter the follog/iproblems will be touched and
explored: domestic violence, woman trafficking grdstitution. All of the above-
mentioned problems are urgent problems that sdyi@ifect the lives of women in
Russia therefore will be given particular attentidhey possess a hidden character
which is the result of psychological and socialneats. Russian women usually
prefer to hide the troubles that happen to thenethdr it is a beating husband, or a
cruel trafficker. That is why the above-mentionedigpems are extremely important
to be talked about, as they need to be considemsmlsly by the Russian society and
government in order to be solved.

The sixth chapter includes an analysis of Russiame&n’s movements and
the phenomenon of “Russian feminism”. The rootdhaf women’s movement in
Russia go back to the #&entury, and the movement has its interestingtjisind

periods of development and stagnation accordinghéochange of regime in the



country. The women’s movement had many reasonsayge and be active in every
period of Russian history, especially in the peraddransition after the dissolution
of the Soviet Union. It is in this period when thetability in all spheres of country’s
life forced women to show their reaction, createamess and try to solve their
problems or at least to gather and help each otheéhe second part of the chapter
the understanding of feminism in Russia is disadisde is very difficult yet
interesting to find answers to questions whetheretis feminism in Russia, and how
Russian women understand it, whether they cantloathselves feminists or what is
the sense of “feminism” for Russians.

As outlined in these six chapters, throughout tlesis | made an attempt to
provide a full and detailed description and analydithe changes that took place in
the lives of Russian women during the transitiongae Since these changes affected
all spheres of life, economic, political and sodields were examined thoroughly.

In the process of writing this thesis both foreignd Russian literature
sources were used. It can be marked that the rpajorof the used works were in
Russian language, as it seems to be logical thasiBu researchers can throw the
light upon the examined problems more from insatej thus more thoroughly and
in detail. Also, the information coming from insideusually more reliable. This is
also proved by the fact that when the foreign awtherite on the problems of
Russian women, they first of all make referencRuigsian sources.

Among the works in the Russian language the mmopbrtant and valuable
ones became the articles of such well-known Russt&ilogists such as Svetlana
Aivazova, Irina Tartakovskaya, Alla Chirikova, Shaeta Polenina, Nadezhda

Shvedova and Lyudmila Zavadskaya.



Svetlana Aivazova is a prominent woman researahieo, conducted a great
deal of research on the different topics and probleonnected with women’s life in
Russia. Aivazova is also a political scientist,cs@kézing in gender studies and is one
of the founders of the gender policy in Russia. Slemember of the Council under
the President of Russian Federation on promotiegdiéwvelopment of civil society
and human rights institutions. She is a deputyroiem of the Russian association
for political sciences and is a head of the re$eaocmmittee on gender studiesler
book “Russian Women in the Labyrinth of Equal Rajht which is in fact the
collection of versatile articles, was written ftvetanniversary of Russian women’s
movement and presents the history of this movemight from its roots and also
other problems that women face. The spectrum afesghat Aivazova puts on
agenda is very wide, and every issue is coveretl aubstantiation by facts and
numbers. The articles of Aivazova, concerning thktipal participation of women
in the country, such as “Russian Women at a RandéuDemocracy?, “Men and
Women at the Elections: Gender Analysis of the Ble¢ Campaigns of 1999 and

2000 in Russid” “We elect them - they select us: Gender Analg§iBarliamentary

! Svetlana Aivazova, accessed on
http://genderandsecurity.researchhub.ssrc.org&wethivazova/person_view

% Svetlana Aivazova “Russian Women in the LabyrintEqual Rights”, accessed on
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/rw/03_1.htm

% Svetlana Aivazova “Zhenshiny na Randevu s Roseiyshemokratiyey” (“Women at a Randevu
with Russian Democracy”), accessednbip://www.owl.ru/win/books/democracy/partl.htm

“ Svetlana Aivazova and Grigory Kertman “Men and VWéonat the Elections: Gender Analysis of the
Electoral Campaigns of 1999 and 2000 in Russia&essed on
http://www.owl.ru/eng/books/election/chapterl.ht@#l




and Presidential Elections in Russia, 2003-200aid others provide us with a
proper analysis of the changes in the structurhefpolitical administration of the
country and the processes of elections from a eyeperspective.

Irina Tartakovskay&is another well-known researcher, who examinest mos
of the problems of female unemployment and conatiof women’s lives in the
transition period. In her articles we see a systemamalysis of the problems and
suggestions for their solution.

A substantive research on the topic of women-masagmnd female
entrepreneurship in Russia was conducted by Allaikdha. Her articles, such as
“Woman and Man as Top-Managers of Russian Compatleserstand Means
Accept”, “Woman — Top Manager in Russia: Waiting for theash of the Glass
Ceiling™®, “Female Entrepreneurship in Russia: Conceptualprdaches and
Directions in Researches’show the real situation and position of managiogen,
as Chirikova interviewed Russia’s top women-mamaged got the information at

first hand. She examines the different factors ihfdience the women’s success on

the high managing positions. Alla Chirikova paygraat attention in her works to

> Svetlana Aivazova “Mi Vybirayem — Nas Vybirayut: e@derniy Analiz Parlamentskih i
Prezidentskih Vyborov v Rossii, 2003-2004" (“We atl¢hem - they select us: Gender Analysis of
Parliamentary and Presidential elections in Rug€i83-2004"), accessed on
http://viperson.ru/wind.php?ID=403430

® Irina Tartakovskaya “Gender Aspects of the StratetyUnemployed” Journal of Social Studies,
Vol. 11, 2000, P. 72-96 and other articles

" Alla Chirikova “Woman and Man as Top-Managers afsfian Companies: Understand Means
Accept”, accessed drttp://www.isras.ru/files/File/Socis/2003-01/Chioia. pdf

8 Alla Chirikova “Woman — Top Manager in Russia: itaj for the Crash of the Glass Ceiling”,
accessed ohttp://www.gender-cent.ryazan.ru/chirikova.htm

° Alla Chirikova “Female Entrepreneurship in Russ@Zonceptual Approaches and Directions in
Researches”/ “Gender and Economics: World Expeeiesied Examination of Russian Practice”,
2002, P. 245-267



such phenomenon as a glass ceiling that is thé timito which a woman can be

promoted. She also discusses the factors thatectieatglass ceiling or the obstacles
that make it more difficult for the work of thoseomen who managed to overcome
such obstacles to get a managing position. Chigkolassifies these factors and
discusses the key problems of female entreprenigursRussia.

Svetlana Polenina is an academician of the Intenmatt Academy of
Informatization in the department of feminologye tthairman of the commission on
the juridical status of women in the Internatiobalion of Jurists; expert of the State
Duma on the questions of the systematization oflélgeslation and the issues of
women, family and youth. The articles of SvetlaéeRina are mostly written on the
juridical issues where she discusses the gendétgons and gender inequality that
exist in the Russian legislation. In some of heicles she also gives practical
advices to women such as how to stand for theihtsigand fight against
discrimination™®

Nadezhda Shvedova is a professor of political seiga leading scientific

associate of Institute of USA and Canada of Russieademy of Sciences, also a

19 Svetlana Polenina “Ispolzovaniye Mezhdunarodnogav& v Prodvizhenii Zhenshin v Hode
Vyborov” (“Use of the International Legislation f&¥omen’s Promotion in Elections”), accessed on
http://www.owl.ru/library/022t.htm

Svetlana Polenina “Prava Zhenshin v Sisteme Praglo@bka: Mezhdunarodniy | Natsionalniy
Aspekt” (“The Rights of Women in the Context of Ham Rights: International and National
Aspect”). Moscow, 2000, accessedhdtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/polenina/25.htm

Svetlana Polenina “Proekt Konstitutsii Rossiyskogdé&ratsii Skvoz Prizmu o Mezhdunarodnyh
Standartov o Pravah Cheloveka” (“The Project of @oastitution of Russian Federation in the Light
of the International Standards on Human RightsS)ipreme Council of Russian Federation.
Parliamentary Center of Russian Federation. Mosco®#992 accessed onhttp://www.a-
z.ru/women/texts/proektr.htm

Svetlana Polenina “Zakon i Kollektivniye Prava Zbbim Kak Sotsialnogo Sloya Naseleniya” (“Law
and Collective Rights of Women as Social Stratum™accessed on http://www.a-
z.ru/women/texts/teoriar.htm#:)




member of the International Female Forum. The wofkShvedova are very diverse
and predominantly concern the social problems awadlyae the gender inequality in
this sphere. Her article “Official Documents of tHeussian Federation on

Violence™!

examines in detail all existing documents on wvioke in Russia,

Shvedova criticizes them and proposes the possiys of improvement of Russian
legislation in order to provide gender equality aledending women from violence.
In the article “About Some Contemporary Tendenoiethe Women’s Movement in
Russia®® Shvedova analyzes the contemporary situation, eraitg the women’s

movement and its characteristics on the modernest89e points out important
problems and defects of the movement that need @itminated for the movement’s
further development and evolution.

Lyudmila Zavadskaya is another well-known woman i@ogist, who
together with some other authors realized a comaietysis of the existing Russian
legislation from the perspectives of the genderraginy and asymmetry. In the book
“Gender Expertise of the Russian Legislatidi"the sectors of the law the most
important from the gender view were examined (fagnaihd labor code, criminal

law). Also the gender expertise of the laws, reijudathe electoral process to the

legislative and executive authorities of differémtel was implemented. One of the

! Nadezhda Shvedova “Ofitsialniye Dokumenty RF o ilag“Official Documents of Russian
Federation on Violence”) / Dostiheniya i Nahodkiriisniye Tsentry Rossii (Achievements and
Finds: Crisis Centers in Russia). Moscow, 1992234

12 Nadezhda Shvedova “O Nekotoryh Sovremennyh Tesijeit Zhenskogo Dvizheniya v Rossii”
(“About Some Contemporary Tendencies of the Womdtosement in Russia”¥Prosto o Slozhnom:
Gendernoye Prosvesheniye (In Simple Words AbofitifThings: Gender Educationdccessed on
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/easygender/part4 _3.html

13 | yudmila Zavadskaya “Gendernaya Ekspertiza Rokeiys Zakonodatelstva” (“Gender Expertise
of the Russian Legislation”). Moscow, 2001, accdsse
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/1.htm




main problems which is marked by the authors, esféltct that Russian laws interpret
the idea of the gender equality ambiguously; any wéten the rights, which are

established by law cannot be realized in pracfl¢ee authors also made practical
recommendations for the Russian legislators.

There are also many foreign works and articles tt@nhe first while
concerning the gender issues research. Althougmgjerity of foreign authors rely
on the Russian researchers’ works, it is worth emtion here the most significant
ones. One of the important contributions to therditure is the book “Feminism and
Women’s Movements in Contemporary Europe” editedAmna Bull. The book
presents many articles which explores feminismsandlar movements in European
countries and in Russia as part of Europe. Thelartf Rebecca Kay “It's About
Helping Women to Believe in Themselves: Grassratamen’s Organizations in
Contemporary Russian Sociel{'tiscusses the reasons that lead Russian women to
create women’s organizations and movements th& them against the state. By
means of such organizations individually womenrgetal support and collectively
they become more powerful and stronger for chaitenthe gender discrimination
in the country. The details that author marks iatithat Rebecca Kay conducted an
extensive fieldwork in Russia. As well as her dgtithe book of Rebecca Kay titled
“Russian Women and Their OrganizatioRisfontributed much to the literature in the

field.

14 Rebecca Kay “It's About Helping Women to Believe Themselves: Grassroots Women’s
Organizations in Contemporary Russian SocietfFéminism and Women's Movements in
Contemporary EuropeNew York, 2000. P.228-243

!> Rebecca KayRussian Women and Their Organizations: Gender, ribisoation and Grassroots
Women'’s Organizations, 1991-19%ew York, 2000



Another comprehensive work is “Organizing Women @ontemporary
Russia” by Valerie Sperlift§ This book covers all the aspects of female problin
the country, including feminism and women’s movetagmomen in politics and
social movements, as well as in economics. It caoliserved that Valerie Sperling
conducted a comparative research as she always tiree examples of different
aspects and situations in the following regionsReissia: Moscow, Ivanovo and
Cheboksary. Thus, the author carried out an extensiork examining all the
problems in three places.

The collected articles “Russian Women in Politicsl Society’’ under the
editorship of Wilma Rule provides important mateda a wide range of problems.
First of all, the problems of the female participatin the Russian politics are
analyzed extensively in this book. Yeltsin’s pdesicy and his economic reforms
and their effect on women are also discussed. Titeoes argue on the issue of
women’s human rights in post-Soviet Russia andgntegarious perspectives on the
future of Russian women. The problem of human sightalso covered extensively
in the work “Human Rights in Russia” by Jonathanilaré®

The following works can be very useful for researghthe social part of

problems, such as prostitution, women traffickiggnder and identity: “Gender and

'8 valerie Sperlingdrganizing Women in Contemporary Russia: Engendefiransition New York,
1999

" Russian Women in Politics and Sodietglited by Wilma Rule and Norma C. Noon&Mestport,
1996

18 Jonathan WeileHuman Rights in Russia: A Darker Side of RefdBwulder, Colo. : Lynne Rienner
Publishers, 2004

10



National Identity in 28 Century Russian Culture” by Helena Gostlid‘Gender
Violence in Russia, the Politics of Feminist Intemtion” by Janet Elise Johns8n
“Human Traffic and Transnational Crime” by Sallyo8tkef:; “Sexuality and
Gender in Post-Communist East Europe and RussiZhleyp Sandfort?

The book of collected articles under the editorsbfipMary Buckley “Post-
Soviet Women from Baltic Sea to Central Adfis another important contribution
to the literature as it covers all the spheres d@natbeing examined in my thesis. One
of the most valuable parts of the book is the am&®uassian society. It tells about the
perceptions of the Russian womanhood, images adeal woman, how women do
see themselves, and psychology of women.

The above-mentioned works and authors reflect ype bf the source base
that was used in the writing of this thesis. Themmasearch question of the thesis is
“How did the lives of Russian women change durimng transition period after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union?” In order to ayzad this question, it is important to
understand how the process of democratization baddlated concepts of human
rights as well as political rights for women havéeeted the position of Russian
women since early 1990s. How did the transitiongaeaffect them? Did this period

provide them with many opportunities to create dyelives and better conditions to

% Gender and National Identity in 20Century Russian Cultuteedited by Helena Goscilo and
Andrea LanouxNothern lllinois University Press, 2006

20 janet Elise JohnsoBender Violence in Russia, the Politics of Femiigervention Indiana
University Press, 2009

L Human Traffic and Transnational Crime: Eurasian aAtherican Perspectivegdited by Sally
Stoecker and Louise Shelldyanham, 2005

2 Sexuality and Gender in Post-Communist East Euspe Russiaedited byAleksandar Tulhofer
and Theo SandforbNew York, 2005

%3 post-Soviet Women from Baltic Sea to Central /Asiited by Mary Buckley. New York, 1997

11



protect themselves socially and economically? ims$eof the women’s question, the
period of transition has brought both advantagesdasadvantages for women. Here
it is important to understand whether the new regand changed government can
face the needs of the population and provide theessary social, economic and
other conditions. We need to understand and undellow Russian women are
struggling for the betterment of their lives, whiighting against many problems and
obstacles on their way as well as the necessapyama support from the side of the
state. A regime in transition always creates diffies for the society as people
experience a radical transformation in all spherekfe and trying to adapt to the

new conditions. In this thesis, | aim to describe Russian women'’s situation in the

transition period with all the above mentioned dwes in mind.

12



CHAPTER 2
WOMEN'’S RIGHTS AND GENDER PROBLEMS IN THE RUSSIAN

CONSTITUTION

The question of gender (socio-cultural) equality viery important and
difficult to settle. This paradigm determines thenditions of the development of
society, the process of which is related to théizagon of ideas of gender equality
together with the inclusion of women’s potentialhistory and civilization. Russian
legislation is on the way of establishment of gendghts, which would be
responsible for the just distribution of freedonos fwo subjects of society — men
and women.

The problem of the equality of men and women ipecgl problem in the
modern world which is examined in different fielolsresearch. The gender equality
is part of the general principle of equality whishthe basis for construction of the
modern democratic society. The terms “gender” agghtler equality” appeared not
long ago but they already cannot be excluded fitoeprocess of the development of
society as they allow remedying very important peots. It is important to define
certain terms first in order to better able to ustend the context. The prominent
English sociologist Anthony Giddens explains thgerider” is not the physical
differences between men and women, but sociallyméor peculiarities of

masculinity and femininity. According to him gendeeans the social expectations

13



concerning the behavior, which is considered toaperopriate for a man or a

woman.?*

Russian philologist Anna Kirilina explains how tterm “gender” appeared

in Russian philology and sciences:

The term “gender” itself came to linguistics by ery original way:
English term “gender”, meaning grammatical categadrgender, was
transferred from the linguistic context to the eest field of other
sciences — social philosophy, history and alsatipalidiscourse. The
transfer of the term was made in order to escapthanterm “sexus”
(biological sex), as this notion ties with the matdleterminancy not
only physical differences of men and women, bub #& gender-role
division of labor, different requirements and bdbawf the society
towards men and women, different social “value” pérsons
according to their gender. The term “gender” walledafor high
lightening not natural, but socio-cultural reasdrdiéference between
men and womef?

Thus, besides the biological differences betweapleethere exists also the
division of their social roles, forms of activitgifferences in their behavior and
emotional characteristics. In modern society s@hns as “typically masculine” or
“typically feminine” exist that vary from one sotyeto another, as people in
different cultures determine their social roledatiéntly. The biological sex cannot
explain the differences in the social roles of naad women; that is why the term

“gender” was introduced into modern sciences. T reflects the whole range of

social and cultural norms that society prescrilzebe done for people according to

24 Anthony Giddens “A Reply to My Critics"social Theory of Modern Societiesnthony Giddens

and His Critics.Edited by David Held and John B. Thompson. Camigridgiversity Press, 1994. P.
284

% Anna Kirilina “O Primenenii Ponyatiya Gender v Rksyazychnom Lingvisticheskom Opisanii”
(“On Using the Term of Gender in Russian-Languageguistic Description”), accessed on
http://www.a-z.ru/women_cd1/html/filologich_naukih8m
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their biological sex. Not biological sex, but secudtural norms (gender) determine
psychological qualities, models of behavior, typéactivity and professions for men
and women. In fact, men and women play the genules prescribed for them in
society?®

The second term which is important to understandgender equality”.
According to the Russian sociologist Irina Kalab#ithis term had four stages of
transformation. First, there was an idea of absokdquality between people as an
example of the socially just society; but the his@ development showed that such
a conception is utopia. Second stage of term’sstommation was the growing
acceptance of understanding the necessity of thaliggof rights of all citizens in
the democratic society. The third stage was thatettuality of rights began to be
related to the equality of opportunities to realibese rights. This is where the
discrimination emerges — when equal rights do wmotespond to equal possibilities
for their realization. The last and fourth stagehia development of the term should
be the recognition of the equality of self-impodan self-sentiment, self-
identification of men and women coming after thewimg of the equality of rights
of men and womef.

The term “gender” and the related terms originditenh it started being used
in Russia widely while gender studies are estabtisin academic institutions as of
the 1990s. After the dissolution of the Soviets tfenale question” became very

important as the economic and social changes pealdke intensification of the

% Olga Voronina “Gender’slovar Gendernyh Terminov (The Dictionary of Gerifierms) accessed
on http://www.owl.ru/gender/010.htm

" Irina Kalabihina “Ravenstvo Polov” (“Gender Equgl)/ Slovar Gendernyh Terminov (The
Dictionary of Gender Termsaccessed ohttp://www.owl.ru/gender/270.htm

15



gender asymmetry (the inequality of social posgioh men and women). All these
processes necessitated a new understanding oéaliey rand “gender” approaches
ensured this?®

The traditional patriarchal society, which has beersted for centuries in
Russia, did not accept the ideas of gender equdtitthe basis of such society the
idea of domination of force and power of men liessuch society the distribution of
duties and social responsibilities was initially sbalanced according to gender
belonging. The gender roles of both genders inohisteflect the conception of
social responsibilities of men and women in societych consolidated and became
traditional. That is why still the gender misbalanc the sphere of human rights can
be observed in Russia.

The post-Soviet era constitution of the RussianeFatn is the successor to
the Soviet constitution in terms of giving womeruakrights with men in all spheres
of life. According to the Soviet Constitution

Article 33. Uniform federal citizenship is estabksl for the USSR.
Every citizen of a Union Republic is a citizen bétUSSR.

Article 34. Citizens of the USSR are equal befdre taw, without
distinction of origin, social or property statuace or nationality, sex,
education, language, attitude to religion, type andture of
occupation, domicile, or other status.

The equal rights of citizens of the USSR are guaeghin all fields of
economic, political, social, and cultural life.

Article 35. Women and men have equal rights inUl$SR.
Exercise of these rights is ensured by accordinm&oequal access

with men to education and vocational and profesditnaining, equal
opportunities in employment, remuneration, and @oom, and in

%8 Svetlana Aivazova “Gendernoye Ravenstvo v KonteRsav Cheloveka” (“Gender Equality in the
Context of Human Rights”). Moscow, 2001, accessedttp://www.owl.ru/win/books/gender/1.htm
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social and political, and cultural activity, and bgecial labour and
health protection measures for women; by providownditions
enabling mothers to work; by legal protection, amaterial and moral
support for mothers and children, including paidvies and other
benefits for expectant mothers and mothers, andugfaeduction of
working time for mothers with small childrén.

De jure everything looked bright and just, but whets the reality and did

women really have equal rights with men in Soviets§a? The answer to this

guestion can be given by citing an extract from timerview with Irina

Tartakovskaya, a prominent Russian researcher n@rkin gender issues, who

evaluated the situation concerning the gender dgualthe Soviets from the part of

Russian gender researches in whole:

- The Soviet Union was said to be the first countny which
equality, including that between men and womemnyphed. But
was that equality a reality?

Equality of the sexes was declared in the courBut. in fact, if we
look at Soviet history, we can detect differentigek with respect to
gender equality. The primary motive was not equalg such, but that
of involving women in building of socialism. To thand, women had
to be brought out of the traditional patriarchainfly, be given the
chance to become working mothers, buttressed incthratext by the
state. Was that equality? No, because women largagked in
economic sectors with low wages and low prestigeeyTearned less
and were never allowed access to the reins of amgp

- But in Soviet times, there were the 30-percent agidor the
Supreme Soviet...

Yes, but the Supreme Soviet was a decorative badere no
important decisions were made. The decisions wakent at the
Central Committee of the Communist Party, and etblitburo. Over

29 Constitution (Fundamental Law) of the Union of SzBOcialist Republics. Adopted at the
Seventh (Special) Session of the Supreme Soviled)SSR Ninth Convocation On October 7,
1977. Part 2. The State and the Individual. Chafit€litizenship of the USSR/ Equality of the
Citizens’ Rights, accessed on
http://www.departments.bucknell.edu/russian/coT&tdns02.html#chap06
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the entire course of Soviet history, there was amlg woman there,
the minister of culture, Ekaterina FurtséVa.

Among both Western and Russian scholars the diseafr“double burden”,
concerning Soviet women'’s role in society and eocmyas very popular. In fact in
the Soviet Union women were twenty-four-hours woskeoth at work and at home,
but with the difference only that at work they hsalary and at home their labour
was unpaid. The double responsibility and the etgmetes of society concerning the
image of an ideal woman, who manages to be suctdssth at work and at home,
were very oppressive for Soviet wonménRegarding the electoral rights of all
citizens of Soviets, it can be said that with thiespnce of totalitarian regime the
articles on electoral system in the Soviet Constitucan be considered as a total
fiction, as of course there was no freedom of walitviews and preferences not only
for women, but also for men. In brief, this was #iation with gender equality in
the Soviet Russia that promised ideal conditions iemen on paper but was
nowhere close to putting these into practice in ékeryday lives of the Russian
women. Throughout this thesis | will analyze whetaeimilar situation exists in the
Russian Federation. In the sixth chapter, concgrnossian women’s movements
and the perception of Russian feminism, the sibmatf Soviet women will be
discussed more in detail.

The Constitution of the Russian Federation is ad&mmental legislative

document which contains the basic standards fodeyeaquality. These standards

% Equality and Quotas in Russia — Interview witmariTartakovskaya, accessed Hatp://www.gwi-
boell.de/web/democracy-100-years-womens-day-tavekaya-russia-3122.html

31 Jeni Harden “Beyond the Dual Burden: Theorising tBender Inequality in Soviet Russia”,
accessed on
demo.st-peter-files.digitalkombinat.net/.../Sesstbn Theorising_Gender_in_Soviet Union.pdf
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allow the construction of a system of equal righntsl freedom for men and women
in the Russian Federation. The most important andia principle with regard to
gender equality is in the third part of clause 1 €onstitution:

Article 19. Part 3. Man and woman shall enjoy equghts and
freedoms and have equal possibilities to exertismf?

The following norms are also important in termsesfablishing the equality

of rights between men and women:

Article 7. Part 2. In the Russian Federation thigolr and health of
people shall be protected, a guaranteed minimunesvagd salaries
shall be established, state support ensured tdatndy, maternity,

paternity and childhood, to disabled persons arel dlderly, the
system of social services developed, state pensailsvances and
other social security guarantees shall be estau&h

Article 37. Part 3. Everyone shall have the rightlabor conditions
meeting the safety and hygienic requirements, dbot remuneration
without any discrimination whatsoever and not lowean minimum
wages and salaries established by the federaldawyell as the right
to protection against unemployméfit.

Article 38. Part 1. Maternity and childhood, arn family shall be
protected by the Staf8.

Article 38. Part 2. Care for children, their uplging shall be equally
the right and obligation of parents.

%2 Konstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii, Glava 2 “RraxBvobody Cheloveka i Grazhdanina”, Statya
19 (Constitution of Russian Federation, ChapteR@hts and Freedoms of Man and Citizen”, Article
19), accessed on

http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-03.htm

% Konstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii, Glava 1 “Osndonstitutsionnogo Stroya”, Statya 7
(Constitution of Russian Federation, Chapter 1 “Humdamentals of the Constitutional System”,
Article 7), accessed dmtp://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-02.htm

3 Konstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii, Glava 2 “RraxBvobody Cheloveka i Grazhdanina”, Statya
37 (Constitution of Russian Federation, ChapteR@hts and Freedoms of Man and Citizen”, Article
37), accessed on

http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-03.htm

3 Ibid., Article 38, accessed dnitp://www.constitution.ru/en/20003000-03.htm

% |bid., accessed omttp://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-03.htm
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The principle of equality and freedom play a fuméatal role in most of the
modern constitutions. Modern societies accept thsrthe basis for equal rights and
states try to support them as the standards ofl eglagions within society. In the
Chapter 2 of Russian Constitution the principlesfreedom and equality of all
citizens are secured. Article 17 establishes that

1. In the Russian Federation recognition and gueesnshall be

provided for the rights and freedoms of man anidagit according to

the universally recognized principles and normsnéérnational law

and according to the present Constitution.

2. Fundamental human rights and freedoms are iale and shall
be enjoyed by everyone since the day of bifth.

Article 19 says that everyone is equal before #ve and court. The equality
of all the citizens is claimed to be a general targnal norm. Constitution
guarantees the equality of rights and freedomshahdividual regardless of his/her
sex, race, nationality, language, job positioncelaf residence, religion and other
conditions. Any limitation of rights within the sge of the above-mentioned matters
is unlawful on the basis of the constitution. Cdansibnal norms also emphasize the
equality of genders.

It could be noted that the notions of women’s ghnhd gender equality
which are secured under the Russian Constitutiooyld be examined under human
rights as the universal standard of equality. Humghts reflect the general and
universal standards that are common for both gen@asic notions of human rights

are presented in the constitution which ensures eifpgality of political, civil,

¥Ibid., Article 17, accessed on
http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-03.htm
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economic and cultural rights and freedoms for med women. Chapter 2 of the
Constitution of the Russian Federation entitledgtRs and Freedoms of Man and
Citizen” establishes the general norms which cpwed to the international legal
standards and reflects ideas enshrined in theideadf human rights based on the
principles of freedom and equality.

Human rights are quite diverse and among themigallitights are especially
important. One of the basic political rights is tight to elect and to be elected. Such
constitutional rights are also an indicator of dhemocratic structure of the state.
Political rights as ensured in the Russian Corgiitudo not include any norms
conflicting with gender inequality. Political righas underlined in the Constitution
clearly reflect the idea of political equality betan men and women and set a
constitutional standard that is generally recoghied unquestionabf&.

Article 32 of Constitution almost fully corresponds Article 25 of the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Right

Article 25

Every citizen shall have the right and the oppatyymwithout any of
the distinctions mentioned in article 2 and withautreasonable
restrictions:

(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, dthe or through
freely chosen representatives;

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic ielestwhich shall
be by universal and equal suffrage and shall bd bgl secret
ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of theakithe electors;

% Lyudmila Zavadskaya “Gendernaya Ekspertiza Roksiys Zakonodatelstva” (“Gender Expertise
of the Russian Legislation”). Moscow, 2001, accdsse
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/l.htm
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(c) To have access, on general terms of equatitpublic service in

his country®

Concerning the constitutional right to elect thisrm is secured in the
fundamental legal document of the country and endlrrent legislation, therefore it
is realized in practice and does not lead to geimsguality. However the right to be
elected (for women) is accepted by the society onlyuridical level, but in reality
this right is denied for women. The proof of theuat situation can be verified by
the statistics of small percentage of vote that wngandidates can get in the
elections. As a result there is only 7, 6 percdriemale deputies in Duma and only
one woman in the Council of Federation (0, 5 pejcddeally the representation of
men and women in the governmental authorities shbal proportional to the ratio
of men and women in total population. Politicalestists also underline that a
minimum number of people belonging to some authantorganization (33 percent)
is required in order to really affect the work dfist organization or authority.
Considering the number of women and the ratio eflomen that is represented in
politics, it could be clearly concluded that won@m not have any opportunity to
affect the country’s administratidfi.

Elections are a practical indicator of the real@atof the principle of
equality. In fact, the right to be elected (for wemy is denied and hardly realized in

reality as the actual situation is that all powelobgs to men. This comes from the

% International Covenant on Civil and Political RighArticle 25, accessed on
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm

0 Svetlana Polenina “Prava Zhenshin v Sisteme Phasid®eka: Mezhdunarodniy | Natsionalniy
Aspekt” (“The Rights of Women in the System of HumRights: International and National
Aspect”). Moscow, 2000, accessedhdtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/polenina/25.htm
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times of the Soviet nomenklatura, when the tradiénd idea that a man embodies
the power in society and a woman should obey hirs pea in the minds of people.
In the process of democratization of the countng government started applying
another norm (gender equality), but the old esthbli standards are not easy to
break and still affect the system. But the faultsliwithin the hands of the
government, since such norms should not remainapeponly yet it should be the
government ensuring the mechanism for its reabmatiTaking into account the
conditions of the transition period in the countwhile such new principles and
standards are very fragile, the development ofntleehanisms of their realization is
vital.**

The next category of rights and freedoms, which esflected in the
Constitution and universal for both genders — ammnemic rights. The right for labor
is the most fundamental expression of all econaigluts. The constitution contains
the ideas of the Article 6 of the Convention on aic, Social and Cultural Rights
which establishes the right for labor and right af individual to have the
opportunity to earn his/her living by labor whick/géhe chooses and accepts freely.

This article also contains the list of measurdsetdaken for realization of this right:

The steps to be taken by a State Party to the rgr€Sevenant to

achieve the full realization of this right shallcinde technical and
vocational guidance and training programmes, pesgieind techniques
to achieve steady economic, social and culturatldgwnent and full

and productive employment under conditions safetingr

fundamental political and economic freedoms toitidévidual *?

“! Lyudmila Zavadskayayp.cit, accessed ohttp://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/1.htm

“2 International Covenant on Economic, Social andu€al Rights. Article 6, accessed on
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
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Article 7 of the same Covenant requires every dtatecognize the rights for

just and favorable conditions of labor, including:

(a) Remuneration which provides all workers, asr@mum, with:

(i) Fair wages and equal remuneration for workapiad value without
distinction of any kind, in particular women beinguaranteed
conditions of work not inferior to those enjoyed tmgn, with equal
pay for equal work;

(i) A decent living for themselves and their faied in accordance
with the provisions of the present Covenant;

(b) Safe and healthy working conditions;

(c) Equal opportunity for everyone to be promotedhis employment

to an appropriate higher level, subject to no atersitions other than

those of seniority and competence;

(d) Rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of wwagkhours and

periodic holidays with pay, as well as remuneratimn public

holiday$?

These standards are common for everyone and welteded in the Russian
Constitution, in which the list of economic riglises not have any difference on the
basis of gender. Again at the juridical level nognsvide equality for both men and
women, but in reality in terms of the right of lalwee can talk about the violation of
the universal standards since the economic ineddhe state and employer do not
always coincide on the issue of equal access for Iy men and women. In short
women practically do not take any part in the pssoaf the formation of economical
relations and politics. As the economic politiceedtly affects the access of men and

women to the economic resources and their econopportunities, this also has a

great influence on the degree of equality betwaemton the individual level and at

*bid., Article 7, accessed drttp://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
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the level of family and society. The position ofwen on the labor market and in the
economic relations directly determines their positin the family and society.

The Convention of 1979 on Elimination of All Forna$ Discrimination
against Women pays a great attention to the egudlitights of both genders in the
field of employment as indicated below:

Article 11

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate meastaresliminate
discrimination against women in the field of emptent in order
to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and wortlen,same
rights, in particular:

(a) The right to work as an inalienable right dfralman beings;

(b) The right to the same employment opportunitiasjuding the
application of the same criteria for selection inattars of
employment;

(c) The right to free choice of profession and esyplient, the right to
promotion, job security and all benefits and caod# of service and
the right to receive vocational training and retiag, including

apprenticeships, advanced vocational training andrrent training;

(d) The right to equal remuneration, including egsgand to equal
treatment in respect of work of equal value, asl sl equality of
treatment in the evaluation of the quality of work;

(e) The right to social security, particularly iases of retirement,
unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old age atiwr incapacity
to work, as well as the right to paid leave;

() The right to protection of health and to safaty working
conditions, including the safeguarding of the fimct of
reproductiori*

44 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Diguination against Women. Article 11, accessed
on http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/ecorienhtm#articlel1
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Concerning the Convention of 1979 it is importamtunderstand the term
“discrimination” correctly. In order to avoid anyisunderstanding the text of the

Convention provides a universal definition of disgnation:

Article 1

For the purposes of the present Convention, thra tdiscrimination
against women" shall mean any distinction, exclusio restriction
made on the basis of sex which has the effect grgse of impairing
or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercidy women,
irrespective of their marital status, on a basiea@diality of men and

women, of human rights and fundamental freedomthénpolitical,
economic, social, cultural, civil or any other 6P

It is well-known that the USSR ratified the aboventioned Convention
(after its dissolution the Russian Federation becdamsuccessor) and systematically
has to provide reports on the situation of wometh struggle against discrimination
in the country. However in reality the Russian Gibatgon does not reflect fully the
main provisions of the Convention of 1979. Thainferone of the reasons that all
forms of open and hidden discrimination against womexist in Russia.
Discrimination often exists in the field of labalations, including hiring; content of
the tests which are obligatory to pass while hirireflundancy pays and bonuses;
promotion; condition of part-time work and lay 8%The real picture in the country

concerning the women’s status in economic relatisas described in details in the

“SIbid., Article 1, accessed on
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/ecorienhtm#article11

¢ Svetlana Polenina “Proekt Konstitutsii Rossiyskesderatsii Skvoz Prizmu o Mezhdunarodnyh
Standartov o Pravah Cheloveka” (“The Project ofGlmmstitution of Russian Federation in the Light
of the International Standards on Human RightsS)ipreme Council of Russian Federation.
Parliamentary Center of Russian Federation. Mosco®#992 accessed onhttp://www.a-
Z.ru/women/texts/proektr.htm
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first chapter of this thesis. So, it can be conetuédgain that the constitutional norms,
which looks proper on paper and ensures genderliggoaly remains on paper
unfortunately.

The third groups of rights — social human right® ancluded in the
Constitution with taking into account the statusaafman and her role as a mother
while including the role of the father as well. Matity is a special function which is
included in the human rights. Article 38 of the Guution particularly points that
maternity is under protection of the state, andchat7 contains the list of subjects
which are to be protected and supported constitalip — “family, maternity,
paternity and childhood® The inclusion of functions of maternity and patsrin
the Constitution is an indicator of the developmaibuman rights in Russia which
highlights the idea of gender symmetry and the gemtive of respect for the
principle of gender equality. The inclusion of tlstatus of maternity in the
Constitution also shows that Russian legislatiooepts the conception of gender
divisions and forms in the laws in order to achigeader equality.

Article 39 provides citizens with social security:

1. Everyone shall be guaranteed social securitiigaexpense of

the State in old age, in case of an illness, disads, loss of the

bread-winner, for upbringing of children and in@tltases established

by law.

2. State pensions and social allowances shall tableshed by
law.

47 Constitution of Russian Federationgp. cit., Chapter 1, Article 7, accessed on

http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-02.htmrand Chapter 2, Article 38, accessed on
http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-03.htm
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3. Promotion shall be given to voluntary sociaumace and the
creation of additional forms of social security aarity?®

Article 41 gives everyone the right to health petittn and medical aid and
Article 43 fixes the right of everyone to educati8hus, the most important social
rights of people and women particularly are refdcin the Constitution. Here it is
important to add that women are provided with ddfé benefits related to their
maternity status, but without the efficient meclisamiof realization of such benefits,
they become indeed a source of discriminatfon.

As it can be seen above, there are difficultiehwégard to all groups of
rights provided by the Constitution in terms of tmg them into practice. This is
mostly because Russia did not become yet a rulavofstate in its full sense.
Thereby it would be logical to look through the s@@s that could be taken or were
taken by the state in order to improve the meclasisf the full realization of
human rights highlighted in the Constitution. Thrstfinitiative came first in 1993
with the decree of the president of the Russiarefathin No 337 “On the Primary
Tasks of State Policy Regarding Women” in which tlezessity to improve the
status of women in society is accepted. Accordirtgly following main tasks are

determined to be implemented by the local governbtee Russian Federation:

“8Ibid., Chapter 2, Article 39, accessedtdtp://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-03.htm

“9Ibid., Chapter 2, Article 41 and 43, accessedththo//www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-03.htm

0 Svetlana Polenina “Zakon i Kollektivniye Prava Hbkin Kak Sotsialnogo Sloya Naseleniya”
(“Law and Collective Rights of Women as Social &tma’), accessed onhttp://www.a-
z.ru/women/texts/teoriar.htm#:)
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Providing the conditions for real participationvedmen in the activity
of state authorities and social organizations a agin formation
and realization of state policy on all levels;

Creating organizational, economic and legislativargntees for the
realization of the right to labor for women;

Ensuring the competitiveness of women on the |atenket;

Gradual elimination of historically established I®alaries in budget
sectors with dominant female employment;

Ensuring the right of women to labor protectiongtpction of their
life and health with consideration of their matgyrunction;

Establishing social guarantees for working women;

Organization and development of social servicdewahg parents to
combine their parental responsibilities with labad social activity?

In 1997 the State Duma ratified the “Concept of ikkagive Activity for
Provision of Equal Rights and Equal Opportunities Men and Women”, which
contains the main structural parts of the mechammealization of human rights in
the Russian Federation: 1) activity of state autiesrwhich are responsible for the
problems of equal rights and opportunities for neemd women; 2) different
mechanisms of formation and division of resourcbsd@et federalism, state
programs, tax policy, social control and activifysocial advocates); 3) activity of
the authorized person for the human rights in thesin Federation; 4) judicial and
administrative mechanism of protection of rightsciiizens in the case of violation

of their rights on the basis of gendér.

®l Ukaz Prezidenta RF “O Pervoocherednyh Zadachahuddestvennoy Politiki v Otnoshenii
Zhenshin” No 337 (The Decree of the President afditin Federation No 337 “On the Primary Tasks
of State Policy Regarding Women”), accessedthttm//law7.ru/base94/part7/d94ru7570.htm

2 Kontseptsiya Zakonotvorcheskoy Deyatelnosti Po spbeheniyu Ravnyh Prav i Ravnyh
Vozmozhnostey Muzhshin i Zhenshin (Concept of Uagjise Activity for Provision of Equal Rights
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The next step was the creation of a gender stratethye Russian Federation,
prepared by the Ministry of Labor and Social Depetent in 2002. This gender
strategy includes 1) providing the development wihn potential; 2) achievement
of political parity in realization of equal rightsr men and women; 3) guaranteeing a
basic level of quality of life for every citizenh& gender strategy also recognizes the
necessity of introduction of gender education fbe tpopulation and of the
improvement of the role of gender statistics annbge culture in the stafé.

The most recent and important measure for achientroé the gender
equality rights is the federal law in draft “On ®t&uarantees of Equal Rights and
Freedoms and Equal Opportunities of Men and Womethe Russian Federation”.
This draft contains the key points of state polioly providing gender equality and
mechanisms for the realization of human rightshe Russian Federatiéh.The
main question is when this draft will be ratifienidacome into effect.

The main landmarks on the way of ensuring the éyuald rights in Russia
were described above, yet unfortunately it can eensthat they are not very
numerous. Despite the above mentioned effortthiormprovement of the situation,
the steps taken by the state are still insufficiemd discrimination against women

still exists (in hidden and sometimes open form)isl noteworthy that Russian

and Equal Opportunities for Men and Women), acekssehttp://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/kontzr-
1.htm

3 Ministerstvo Truda | Sotsialnogo Razvitya Roskiys Federatsii. Gendernaya Strategiya
Rossiyskoy Federatsii (Ministry of Labor and Sodimvelopment of Russian Federation. Gender
Strategy of Russian Federation). Moscow, 2002, ssatkon
http://www.genderstudies.info/ravens/ravensl.php

* Proekt Federalnogo Zakona O Gosudarstvennyh GgahnRavnyh Prav i Svobod i Ravnyh
Vozhmozhnostey Muzhshin i Zhenshin v Rossiyskoyefatsii (The Federal Law in Draft “On State
Guarantees of Equal Rights and Freedoms and Equabr@inities of Men and Women in Russian
Federation”), accessed on http://www.genderstudiedravens/ravens3.php
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legislation on paper reflects very well and in aogar way all the necessary
provisions of equal rights. But in reality the ieation of rights is problematic and
exercising these rights is largely limited with #vesting social stereotypes that are
difficult to break. The low representation of wami@ the state administration is a
disadvantage since only women could appropriategrantee the realization of their
own rights. Sadly this leads to a vicious circllecsi women need to be in power in
order to ensure gender equality, yet they canntat sioch posts because of gender

inequality and discrimination.
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CHAPTER 3
CHANGING REGIME AND DIFFICULTIES OF THE NEW ECONOMI C

SYSTEM FOR WOMEN IN THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

3.1. Problems of Transition from a Centrally Plannel Economy to a

Market Economy in the Russian Federation

The dissolution of the Soviet system and the enmageof a new state
obliged the new government under the leadershipresident Yeltsin to carry out a
range of reforms in different spheres of life ire tRussian Federation. The most
important one seemed to be the economic field whgrhe time of the collapse of
the Soviet Union the situation was clearly negatime not very promising. By that
time Russia was in a very hard socio-economic<tigt had a systematic character.
National income fell down more than 11 percent, Gbier 13 percent, commodity
circulation for 37 percent and import for 36 peftcerhe Russian currency rouble
ceased to play the role of means of payment ane tvere more than 2 million of
unemployed people in the country. In 1991 the budigdicit had reached to 296
billion roubles, or about 30 percent of the GDP.

Such indicators as high inflation, low living stkamds, huge debts and budget
deficits indicated a strong necessity for econom@forms and transition from

central-planning to a market-based economy. Theseoof Yeltsin consisted of

%5 Alexandr Bezborodov “Ekonomicheskiye Reformy na&®voevlastiya. Politicheskiy Krizis 1993
goda. Novaya Konstitutsiya Rossii”. (“Economic Refe on the Background of the Dual Power.
Political crisis of 1993. New Russian Constitutipn” accessed on http://www.ru-
90.ru/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&iB32# ftn2
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three major points: liberalization, stabilizationdaprivatization. Liberalization was
supposed to provide free market-determined pricdslewstabilization would
strengthen the rouble and set up a tight monetady aedit policy, despite the
reforming of the tax and banking systems. Finaliyatization would provide the
emergence of a private sector that means a mixaubety>°

The major problem for Yeltsin and his reformers wasdecide how to
implement the designated reforms — either in a wahdnd successive way or
through pushing the country into the stream of ket by one kick and let it
develop as it would go naturally (the idea of tlsfdck therapy”). In the end the
latter option was chosen. The hopes for a briglit better future were inspiring
people to face the economic difficulties in the eamh changes leading to prosperity.

As Padma Desai states:

The shock therapy policy framework as articulatgdite prominent

advocate Jeffrey Sachs (1994) included the follgalements: prices

are freed, while an abrupt tightening of the monsypply

accompanied by large cuts in government borrowioghfthe central

bank serves as a shield against inflation, the a&xgh rate is pegged

to the dollar or some other hard currency, and imasamounts of
foreign aid are marshaled to support the stabitinagffort>’

The main expectation behind the shock therapy twas the goods of the
newly emerged private sector would find their placethe shelves of the shops and
although the prices would be market-established\arg high, the queues would
diminish and gradually the situation would be dtabd. However, the implemented

economic policy did not lead to the expected resuitwas obvious that the prices

% Richard Sakwa “Russian Politics and Society”. Néwk, 2008. P. 290

" padma Desai “Russian Retrospectives on Refornm freltsin to Putin”. Journal of Economic
Perspectives. Vol. 19, No. 1, Winter 2005, P. 95
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could not be stabilized and were controlled by tiesvly emerged, fragile and
inexperienced private sector. As a result, hypkiioin became the new reality and
millions of people became bankrupt and extremelyr pehile the corruption, crime
and racketeering cases started to spread andstoiri

Russian journalist Andrei Ostalski describes tbelifig of the people as
following:

These reforms were painful. Very few people in Ruséglly realised

why the so called "shock therapy" had to be appltedsociety,
destroying their meager savings in the process.

Padma Desai also cites the words of the politi@agov, the proponent of
Gorbachev-style reforms:

There were enormous expectatioRsople came out by the thousands

in the streets of Moscow demanding immediate antddmental

changes. Later they felt that they were betrayetdeyT were

manipulated by the government. There was frustmatadlowed by

societal fragmentationSince the expectations were so high, the
letdown was massive td8.

After the mostly unsuccessful “shock therapy” trevgrnment decided to
take corrective measures and shifted its coursen fidoeralization towards
stabilization. In order to restrain inflation and $trengthen the ruble, the proper
fiscal and monetary policies were implemented. §beernment also reorganized

the management through creating two new ministioe® being the Ministry of

%8 Kirill Rogov “Mejdu Demokratiyey i Svobodoy. Ideiye Paradoksy Russkoy Demokraticheskoy
Revolutsii”. (“Between Democracy and Freedom. Idgatal Paradoxes of the Russian Democratic
Revolution”) “Neprikosnovenniy Zapas”, Vol. 5 (32003, accessed on
http://magazines.russ.ru/nz/2003/5/rogov.html

% Andrei Ostalski “The Russia That Yeltsin Left Betfi. BBC Russian Service, accessed on
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/6596343.stm

%0 padma Desagp. cit, p. 96
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Economy and the other as the Ministry of Indugtigwever this led to the great deal
of confusion among the factories that waited fa ithstructions from the ministries
that did no longer exist. As a result a major péthe industry and economy became
paralyzed. The new system of ministries did notkweell, as the new managers
cared mostly about their own interest, so thatctireuption affected all the levels of
new management. The budget deficit exceeded all ldiggcal limits as the
government behaved like a squandé&tekt the same time the state debt was rising
due to foreign financing, subsidies, credits andaaly existing Soviet Union debts
that Russia took responsibility f8 The problem of inflation was really crucial as of
1992. When the economic reforms started, the oateflation reached to 2520
percent? This was the result of the independent, marketrotied prices. Although
the inflation fell down to 224 percent in 1994]Istiwas rather a very high figufé.
One of the measures that were taken in order toceedhe inflation rate was the

frequent delays in wage payments in the state @mses.

The next step Yeltsin took was the privatizatidrthee state enterprises, the
main purpose of which was to make them indepenfitent the state budget. Two

major goals of Yeltsin's privatization policy car btated as follows: the first one

®1 Richard Sakwagp. cit, p. 295

62 “Russia. Monetary and Fiscal Policies”, accessed o
http://www.russiansabroad.com/russian_history 1®&.h

8 “Istoriya Razvitiya Inflyatsionnogo Protsessa vsBio v 90-e gody”. (“The History of The
Development of Inflation Process in Russia in 90;excessed on

http://srinest.com/book_1247 chapter_3_2._Istorjavitija_inflja%D1%81lionnogo_pro%D1%8les
sa_v_Rossii_v_90-e_gody.html

%4 “Rossiyskaya Eokonomika. Inflyatsiya”. (“RussiandBomy. Inflation”), accessed on
http://www.ereport.ru/articles/weconomy/russia2.htm

35



was to create a capitalist market and new conditfon the private entreprenedrs;
the second one was to gain large amounts of mdmeydh the selling of state
property to the private persons therefore aimingawee the state budget, which was
in a big crisis®

The process of privatization consisted in givingermgvcitizen privatization
checks (voucher) for some share of state prop&tig. main privatization advocate
Anatoly Chubais announced that the true value efwbucher is the cost of two
“Volga” cars. For that time this was a huge amafrmhoney for people. The citizens
could change their vouchers with some industriaémmise stocks or rather to put
their voucher into check funds which were in falttceeated by fraudsters. During
that time the finance pyramids were very popul#hoaigh it was a real swindle.
Such pyramids managed to deceive near 10 milliaplee each for approximately
800 dollars. The mass did not get the promised ‘Mamiga”. °* As a result of
privatization the state property was transferredthite fraudsters, gangsters and
factory directors. The class of oligarchs was fishing and becoming stronger and
unpunished. The process was also accompanied twéhbirth of the organized
criminal groups. Murders and shootings in the $trée broad daylight became

something commoff

% Richard Sakwagp. cit, p. 29
% padma Desagp. cit, p. 97

®7 |storiya Rossii. “Boris Yeltsin. Privatizatsiya(History of Russia. “Boris Yeltsin. Privatization”)
accessed ohttp://bibliotekar.ru/boris-eltsin/6.htm

8 “Yeltsin i Putin 7 let spustya”. (“Yeltsin and Pui7 years later”), accessed on
http://rossija.ca/topic.asp?id=6704
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In fact the idea of privatization could lead tonarket economy in spite of all
its disadvantages. But the main problem and thgdsigmistake of the government
was ignoring to create the regularizing mechanismd certain control over the
privatization process. There was no analysis of rémilts of the first months of
privatizations which were also vital for understiamgthe situatior?? The laws were
unsteady and had so many gaps which gave somengupeople the opportunity to
enrich themselves for account of others. That ig thle process of privatization was
given another name by people — “grabification”, ethimeans that all the state
property was grabbed and stolen by slyboots anditars’’

The shift of economy from a state-controlled oneatonarket one caused
major negative developments such as unemploymehsacial vulnerability of such
layers of society as pensioners, budget sphereemorks well as army personnel.
Widespread criminal activities in the economic lifethe country caused people to
get scared and to be unsure of some hope for isgailFor the first time people
experienced things such as the non-payment of wagdsne or at all which also
contributed to the social problems. However, it watber obvious that changing the
economic and political course was impossible. Tioegss of the shift towards the

market economy started and it was not reversilihe. @mergence of many problems

% Vladimir Berman, Petr Philippov “Istoriya Privatitsii v Rossii”. (“History of Privatization in
Russia”), accessed dritp://www.ru-90.ru/index.php?option=com_content&wrarticle&id=1848

0 “Rossiyskaya Ekonomika. Privatizatsiya” (“Russiepnomy. Privatization”), accessed on
http://www.ereport.ru/articles/weconomy/russia2.htm

" Yevgeniy Yasin “Rossiyskaya Privatizatsiya: EshairOVzglyad”. (“Russian Privatization: One
More Look”), accessed on
http://www.ru-90.ru/index.php?option=com_content&warticle&id=1850
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was unavoidable, the most striking of which were tepetitive economic and
financial crises of the 19908.

The famous Russian sociologist Alexey Levinsondemted a research on the
people’s feelings and impressions about Yeltsiresborms and the economic
situation. He came to the following conclusion® thsult of the market reforms was
not only a change of economic character but alschange in the subjective
perception of the time — past and future disapgkard present lost its reliability
and distinctness. The past disappeared with alatitemulated capitals — financial,
social and cultural. Savings were lost and thisabex a huge trouble for old people
who had no job and social protection. The futusappeared with the ideas about
what was waiting for the people. While the peraamti on communism were
destroyed and shaken, the belief in the market@ogndid not last long and left
people disappointed. Besides, the disappointmenthen government’s actions

brought the feeling of an unstable presént.

3.1.1. Increasing Vulnerability of Russian Women irnthe New Economic

Environment

As discussed in the previous part, the socio-ecoam@atmosphere of the
initial years of economic reform was a very diffic@and depressive one; the

economic position of people went through many ckeanthose who had stable work

2 “Boris Nikolaevich Yeltsin i Ego Rol v Demokratieskih Preobrazovaniyah v Rossii”. (“Boris
Yeltsin and His Role in the Democratic Changes inss$ta”), accessed ohttp:/www.abc-
people.com/typework/history/hist-n-67.htm

3 Alexey Levinson “Obshestvennoye Mneniye o Reformddéchala 1990-h Godov”. (“Public
Opinion About the Reforms of 90-es"), accessed onhttp://www.ru-
90.ru/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&iB33

38



places and salaries lost everything, includingrteavings and job. Women formed
an important part of the population who experientegor socio-economic problems
and faced with the actual challenges of the Yékseronomic reforms. Major
changes took place on the labor-market and the egepdbcesses showed a great
inconsistency of the equality of rights between raad women in the newly formed
market economy. Economic and socio-labor positionamen was changing rapidly
and negatively.

For the period of 1991-1998 out of 12 million @&gple who lost their jobs, 8
million were women and this situation was particylaypical for the initial years of
economic reformé? First of all women were excluded from the spherfethe skilled
labor — administration, instrument engineering alattronics. Even in such sectors
of economy, which were traditionally female (e.ghahce, communications and
trade), women started to be replaced by men. Iiftheet economy, although there
was no such a problem as unemployment, women ydoalk the positions that did
not require high skills. This tendency continuecdetast in the post-Soviet Russian
economy. In large factories women usually worked pasichers, packers and
secretaries, while men took positions that requiaethigh level of general and
professional education, such as managers, mastgmmachine operatofs.

The discrimination against women in the economict® became
increasingly evident in this period. For example the hiring practices such

discrimination became obvious as of the momentwhg the job announcement by

" Olga Torlopova “Zhenshiny v Rossiyskoy Ekonomik&pohu Perehodnyh Reform” (“Women in
Russia’s Economy During the Era of Transition Refsl), accessed on
http://elib.kkf.hu/edip/D_8759.pdf

S |bid., accessed onttp://elib.kkf.hu/edip/D 8759.pdf
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the employer. The illustration for this can be seeannouncements published in the
press that specified the gender and age of thenpaltevorker, and sometimes even
the requirements for his/her physical appearanceh Sob announcements were
published not only by certain enterprises and amgdions, but almost by all the

private agencies for the employment of populatBometimes even women, having
a higher education or certificate of the qualificatcourses cannot find joBS.

Being constantly under the pressure of unjust migoation, women had to
find some solution and this became possible with development of information
and market infrastructure that created new modpheres of occupation. Thus, in
organizations which secured the functioning of tharket, 40-50 percent of the
advertisement specialists and image-makers wereewoifhere were professional
groups of women who served for the electoral cagnsibut, 10 percent of the
deputies in State Duma are women. Even army beeamegv professional sphere for
women who served in the army as officers, warrdfiteys and soldiers, although
only 3 percent of them have the military rankshef officers’’

One of the most negative effects of the new pewad the gender difference
in the salary payments. During the 1990s the faat Wwomen had just 60 percent of

men’s salary became the noffh.

® Anton Danilets “Zhenshiny v Ekonomike” (“Women irEconomics”), accessed on
http://otrru.ru/Lekzii/womenineconomic.htm

" Olga Torlopovapp. cit, accessed anttp:/elib.kkf.hu/edip/D_8759.pdf

8 Sergey Roshin “Ravny li Zhenshiny Muzhshinam?” i¢AWomen and Men Equal?”). Demoscope
Weekly, Vol. 219-220. November, 2005, accessed on
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/2005/0219/tema03.php
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Figurel. The proportions between male and female salari

On the abovefigure it can be seen thatomen’s salary rate from 1994
2002 was fluctuating at the level of 60 percentnain’s salary. These figures we
not surprising if we consider that most part ofsthevomen were employed
unskilled professions. According to the researabfeSergey Rshin the difference
between male and female salaries is usually exgadny the inequality in professic
and sphere distribution (horizontal segregationgquality in salary in frames
professions and kinds of activity (vertical segtegg and low ssessment of the
female work. If the main reason of the unequal payt® was the differences

qualitative characteristics of the male and femab®r force, it could be expect
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that the equal economic activity and education lleveuld lead to the equal
payment. But this was not the case for Russia wimditated a clear discrimination
against women? The following table shows the situation in detadcording to

different sectors of labor market.

Table 1: Gender differences in salary payments (199

Salary payment
(roubles per month
Men Women

Industry 1456 1003
Transport: 1664 1286
naval as well 2489 1727
Communications 1804 1269
Construction 1583 1257
Commercial activity 3512 3092
Real estate transactions 2103 1605
Trade, public catering 1284 941
Geological prospecting 2043 1206
Health care 871 684
Education 752 642
Science 1192 882
Finance and credit 2565 1986
State administration 1828 1546
Public associations 1141 1021
Agriculture 474 429

Source: Torlopova Olga “Zhenshiny v Rossiyskoy Ekoike v Epohu Perehodnyh Reform”
(“Women in Russia’s Economy During the Era of Tiaos Reforms”), accessed on
http://elib.kkf.hu/edip/D 8759.pdf

For women to regain their place in the labor madseequal partners to men
partly depends on their ability to preserve theluational level. However this did
not guarantee the equality of labor rights for tgenders. Indeed, in the 1990s 24

percent of the employed women had higher educatiate this rate was 19 percent

" Sergey Roshimp. cit, accessed olttp://demoscope.ru/weekly/2005/0219/tema03.php
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for the men. The major paradox here is that adegrdo the article 19 of the
Constitution of the Russian Federation, the statgantees the equality of rights and
freedoms for all people regardless of their sexnMad women have equal rights
and freedoms, as well as equal opportunities feir ttealizatiorf° The norms of the
present Russian legislation on the equality of rmed women are close to the
European standards and are against any discrimmbagised on gender. However the
written and ratified documents do not reflect tixéstng reality, especially in the
socio-labor sphere.

Women were and still are subjected to evident ddém discrimination. One
third of the employers indicate that when hiringytlgive preference to men. During
the reorganization of the enterprises and stafficedn, women are the first ones to
be fired. Because of the stereotypes that emmoliave, women face plenty of
difficulties when trying to find a job. The percage of employed women decreases
every year. Unemployed women have higher educdtiemal than employed men;
however women stay unemployed twice longer than.Mémen are pushed to the
spheres of unskilled and non-prestigious labor.dllgihey work part-time and have
only formal guarantees from the part of employeorkihg part-time they cannot be
members of the trade unions and benefit from unipratection®

Thus transition to the market economy did not brigssian women the

promised freedom and equal rights. Moreover, witte tprocesses of the

8 Konstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii. Glava 2.vBraSvobody Cheloveka i Grazhdanina. Statya
19. Punkty 2,3. Constitution of Russian Federatidimapter 2. Right and Freedoms of the Human and
Citizen. Article 19. Clause 2, 3, accessechtip://www.constitution.ru/10003000/10003000-4.htm

81 Tatyana Frolova “Profsoyuzy i Genderniye Problem§Trade Unions and Gender Problems”).
Journal “Profsoyuzy i Polozheniye Trudyashihsya righmen”. (“Trade Unions and Position of
Employed Women”), Vol. 27, 2001. P. 4
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transformation of the social relations, redistribnt of the property, massive
breaches of law and cynical attitude of the newhesged entrepreneurs and
employers towards the employees, the above-memtipreblems of discrimination

became sharper and more urgent.

3.2. Does unemployment have a female face?

The new Russian state made a choice in favoraiaic liberalization. For
women, this course meant the end of a former sysfer@lations with the state that
included constitutional provisions guaranteeing finetection of motherhood and
childhood. On paper the situation remained the sgehéhe objective situation was
changing: the new private sector which was moreadyn with high-paying jobs
rejected women as disadvantageous labor force ghesecurrent system of law
imposes on businesses all financial burdens relategroviding benefits for
motherhood and childhood.

Naturally businesses did not want to incur thessscorhe women instantly
became disadvantageous people on the labor marlietery expensive and less
reliable worker. Therefore, in the new market ecopdhe labor market was divided
into two sectors: one - a new "masculine” markgirestigious and highly paid one,
the other - traditional "female” one with supewity high-status social works but
with very low wages. As noted by sociologists, egihproportion of women works
in health and social services (83 %), in educafitth %), in catering (76 %), in art

and culture (72 %) and in telecommunications (7 %)

8 Svetlana Aivazova “Russkiye Zhenshiny v LabirifRavnopraviya” (“Russian Women in the
Labyrinth of Equal Rights”), accessed loitp://www.owl.ru/win/books/rw/o2_2.htm
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The gap in skills development between women and beggan to sharply
affect the women's competitiveness on the laboketaihis gap is paradoxical as
the Russian working women still have higher levels education than men.
Sociologists give the following data: 47 percentwoirking women and 34 percent of
male workers has higher education or secondaryiapand technical education.
Women predominate those with higher and secondaegial education. And yet,
despite the higher levels of education and trainimgmen make up about two third
of all industrial workers which have minimum grad@s

During the initial period of economic reforms thectine in the economic
activity of the Russian population was quite ndtuFérst of all, the abolition of
obligatory and guaranteed employment in the pupimduction sector by giving
people the opportunity to choose whether to joinritnot have led to a situation
where some workers lost their job while some vauiht left this area of economic
activity. Secondly, raising tensions in the labarket and growth of unemployment
have led to an inevitable exclusion of the leashpetitive groups from the labor

forces®

8 Olga Torlopovapp. cit, accessed anttp:/elib.kkf.hu/edip/D_8759.pdf

8 Manfred Binefeld “Rossiyskiye Reformy i Polozhemighenshin na Rynke Truda i v Obshestve”
(“Russian Reforms and Women’'s Position on the Labtarket and in Society”). Zhurnal
Issledovaniy Sotsialnoy Politiki (The Journal ofcé&d Policy Studies), Vol 5 (3), P. 392
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Table 2: Unemployment in Russia in 1992-1998

Indicators 1992 | 1993] 1994 1995 1996 199P98
All the unemployed

Millions of people 3,6 4,2 5,5 6,4 7,3 8,1 89
Their percentage in4,7 5,5 7,4 8,8 10,0 11,8 124
economically active

population

From all unemployed
those, who are registered
in the employment

agencies
Thousands of people 572 835 1637 237 2506 19926
There percentage 0,7 1,1 2,2 3,2 3,4 3,0 2/6

Source: L. Gordon “Sotsialniye Effekty i StruktuBezrabotitsy v Rossii” (“Social Effects and
Structure of Unemployment in Russia”). Zhurnal ésisivaniy Sotsialnoy Politiki (Journal of Social
Studies), Vol. 1, 2000, P. 25

From the table above it can be seen that unemplolyfoe all segments of
population increased steadily during the six yesrqgal of 1992-1998. The important
thing is that unemployment was not high only in tingt years of reforms but it was
a major problem for many people during the wholé&sye period.

Unemployment is normal as long as it is definedratural” causes and does
not go beyond certain limits. In the case of woraeramployment throughout 1990s,
Russian society was far from women's complete eynpdmt as there was high
unemployment among women that was not only detexdhby "natural” causes but

by some other "macroeconomic" and "special" factors

8 «Zhenskaya Zanyatost — Tendentsii” (“Female empient - tendencies”), accessed on
http://feminisnts.wordpress.com/2010/01/24/%D0%B&#B5%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0
%B0%D1%8F-
%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%BC-
%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B8%iBB/
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"Natural” causes include the "mobility" of workeasnd employers. It is
known that workers choose the best option for a@pglyheir skills to work and move
from one enterprise to another. Due to changefiénotrganization of production,
labor and management, employers come up with newadds from workers. If
workers do not meet the requirements of the emp|diiey hire new ones with the
required level of education and skills. "Macroeani®y causes of unemployment
can be defined as the decline in production volymestructuring of the economy,
privatization and improving the system of compeiosatind benefits as a result of
which surplus workers are gotten rid of. In the &tais case, women were the first
ones to get fired. Their situation was compountligdthe fact that they were
employed mainly in crisis and financial-deficienteas. The “special” causes of
unemployment of women are also important here wilsigd connected with the
specifics of the female labor force: the low mdhil{not ready for action in the
forced loss of employment), low flexibility (theahility to carry out various kinds of
work, specialization) and weak stability (long-tebmeaks and layoffs due to family
circumstances). The combined effect of these reasonstantly reproduces the high
unemployment among womé&h.

Unemployment had become a scourge, a source ofardrfear and tension
for both young men and women of pre-retirement iagussia. By mid 1992 the
proportion of women among all registered unemplogkaver the country was 78
percent. In late 1997 the situation improved slighiut still unemployed women

registered in the employment agencies constitutedrtajority — 62, 9 percent of the

8 | pid.
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total number of unemployed. That means the trenthiged the sam¥. Moreover,
these numbers could be even understated becatise pmocess of registration only
the data of job centers were used and it was neeaet that the majority of
unregistered unemployed were women. Female unemmgoty has a two level
structure; there is an open unemployment (regidjea@d a hidden one. The first
level includes women who lost their job, are oty registered in the employment
agency and gets the unemployment benefits. Thenddewel is the more numerous
one and includes women who lost their work placé et registered in the
employment agencies. Women in this group either @irfind a job through their
own means or they are formally employed but onlehgart-time job&®

The analysis of the structural characteristics efmdle unemployment
indicates some of the negative trends for womerpdrticular, the increase in the
duration of unemployment among women and their tpgbportion of long-term
unemployment is worth mentioning. The threat ofgkde@rm unemployment is
relevant for women older than 30 years. The prditalto be among the long-term
unemployed is directly proportional to the age afnven. In addition, the proportion
of women who found a job in the period of registesmemployment as well as the
rate of employment for women who newly entered Ii®r market decreased. In
1993 the level of female employment was 65 peroghile by 2000 it was slightly
more than 50 percent. In 1993, the proportion ofmen from the category of long-

term unemployed who have found work was 63 perednle by 2000 this figure

87 Svetlana Aivazovagp. cit, accessed omtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/rw/o3_1.htm

% |rina Tartakovskaya “Genderniye Aspekty Strat@gizrabotnyh” (“Gender Aspects of the Strategy
of Unemployed”) Zhurnal Issledovaniy Sotsialnoyifkil (Journal of Social Studies), Vol. 11, 2000,
P. 74
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was dropped to 55 percent. Also the proportion iofyle mothers among the
registered unemployed increaggd.

Female unemployment in Russia differs very muchmfrihe situation in
Europe. In Europe the policies of social protectioh different groups of
unemployed, retraining of released labor resoured social adaptation to the
conditions of unemployment are worked out well amglemented efficiently. But
immediately after the dissolution of the Soviet &mi Russia did not have the
opportunity to build up such effective social p@i since it takes years to organize
such efficient systems of social protection. With@auch measures of social
protection many Russians faced the unemploymertilgmo from a much serious
manner therefore psychological and social consespsewere much more dramatic.
In Russia the unemployment situation of the 199@s veaccompanied by mass
depression and frustration as well as loss of denfie in the future and increase rate
of suicides?”

In the Soviet Union women were actively involvedtlire national economy.
But after the collapse of the Soviet Union, milkoof educated and professionally
prepared female specialists were fired and lost Hueial and professional status. A
very particular feature of female unemployment ims&a is that the ratio of highly
educated ones is very high. In no other countiy tiany women having diplomas of
higher education are unemployed. In the early 199@se than a half of the

unemployed women had higher and secondary professealucation (59, 9 %). In

8 Manfred Binefeldpp. cit, p. 394
% Leonid Gordon “Sotsialniye Effekty i Struktura Behotitsy v Rossii” (“Social Effects and

Structure of Unemployment in Russia”). Zhurnal églslvaniy Sotsialnoy Politiki (Journal of Social
Studies), Vol. 1, 2000, P. 24
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1997 the situation got worse as 67 percent of uteyagd women had the diplomas

of higher education while 75 percent had secongasfessional education and only

48 percent did not complete their educafibn.

Table 3: Distribution of unemployed according to tle level of education (in %)

Have education

Unemp| Higher Not |SecondafPrimary| General| Basic | Do not
oyed |professigcompletg 'y professiagsecondamgeneral have

nal | d higher|professiq nal basic

professiq nal general

nal educatiomn

Total
199¢t| 10C 9,2 2,3 28,7 41,6 | 16,7 1,2
200(| 10C 11,C 4,2 22,7 13,C 32,¢ 13,7 2,1
2001} 10C 111 3,2 25,2 13,1 33,5 12,¢ 1,1
200z| 10C 10,4 2,8 24.£ 12,4 34,¢ 13,¢ 1,2
2005| 10C 11,2 2,7 20,7 16,2 33,7 14,1 14
200¢4| 10C 11,C 2,1 20,k 18, 33,1 13,5 1,1
200¢%| 10C 10,1 2,8 18,¢ 18,< 32, |16,4 1,1
200¢| 10C 10,7 2,1 17,2 17.¢ 37,C 13,5 1,8
2007 10C 11,5 2,2 18,¢ 18,¢ 34,¢ 12,¢ 1,1
200¢| 10C 12,< 3,2 19,< 20,€ 32,2 |11,C 1,4
Men

1995 10C 8,C 2,€ 23,4 44.L 20,C 1,€
200(| 10C 9,1 3,6 19,5 14.¢ 33,4 16,7 2,8
2001} 10C 10,z 2,2 21~ 15,2 34,¢ 14.¢ 1,5

%1 vasiliy Usachev “Genderniye i Vozrastniye Osobesthn@anyatosti Rossiyskogo Naseleniya”
(“Gender and Age Peculiarities of Employment of as Population”). Journal “Narodonaseleniye”
(“Human Population”), Vol. 1, 2008. P. 116
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Table 3 (continued

200z| 10C 10,¢ 2,1 20,¢ 13,¢ 35,C 16,7 1.4
2005| 10C 10,¢ 2,2 15,c 18,c 35,7 |16,z 1€
200¢| 10C 10,C 2,2 15,c 22,2 32,4 16,2 1.4
200¢| 10C 8, 3,C 13,¢ 20,¢ 33,1 19,C 1,2
200¢| 10C 8,7 1. 13,C 20,C 39,6 |14, 1.
20073 10C 9,2 1.t 157 21,¢ 35,4 147 1,6
200¢| 10C 9,t 3,C 15,¢ 23,¢ 33,5 13,C 1,6
v

199t| 10C 10,¢ 2,C 34,¢ 38,6 |12,¢ 1.C
200(| 10C 13,c 4,2 26,c 12,: 32,1 10,4 11
2001| 10C 12,2 4,3 29,4 10,7 32,2 10,¢ 0,6
200z| 10C 10,4 3,6 28,4 11.C 34,¢ |10,7 1.C
2005| 10C 11,7 3,3 26,¢ 13,¢ 31,8 |11, 11
200<| 10C 11,¢€ 2,8 25,¢ 14.c 33,¢ 10,7 0,7
200%| 10C 11,6 2,8 25,C 15,2 31,C 12,¢ 1.C
200¢| 10C 13,C 2,3 22,1 14.¢ 33,6 |12, 1,6
20073 10C 14,C 3,€ 22,4 14,€ 34,4 10,1 0,c
200¢| 10C 15,7 3,E 23,1 16,¢ 30,¢ 8,c 11

Source: Russkiy Statisticheskiy Ezhegodnik (RusSiatistical Annual), 2009. P. 145

The above table shows that among the unemployedlgtom there are more
women than men who have diplomas of higher andmngkay education, which is
the true proof of the highly educated charactaheffemale unemployment. It can be

also seen that through the years the situation ees worse. Such circumstances
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forced women to change their professional statukmd¢oowest one and to move to
another low-paid job. It was not surprising if wame e.g. an associate professor
working as a postman, a woman engineer with 2@syefawork experience, selling

fruits on the market or if a professional femalegeir singing in metro stations to

earn her living. Such situation was also provokgdthe status change of many
professions. With the emergence of a new markeha@uoy such professions as
education, engineering, medicine became less gi@ssi; whereas the new

professions of managers, psychologists, economistdankers emergéd.

In order to understand the situation of unemplayria the country as a
whole, some distinctive features of female unempieyt that distinguish it from the
male unemployment should be pointed out. Firstlpftas the fact that unemployed
men can find a new job much more quickly and easilifile most part of the
unemployed women stays unemployed for years. Ségomd comparison with
European countries, Russian government does net dag measures in order to
solve the problems of female unemployment and piethe conditions of equal
rights for men and women in the labor market. Muegp such problems are
suppressed by government which is not only padsivalso involved in the process
of gender discrimination itself.

During the period of Yeltsin’'s reforms the facts ofert gender
discrimination were always related mainly to theesfions of recruitment and
discharge. Although in the public consciousnessidea of equality of men and

women took roots a long time ago, this did not mimat there were no problems in

%2 Yelena Karpova “Women and Higher Education In RusBreparation for Carees in the Apparel
Industry”. Clothing and Textiles Research Jourkal, 27, 2009. P. 127

52



this sphere. One of the extremely important ancenirgproblems is to overcome
traditional stereotype as women labor being lessfitable” and more costly for

employer. Such a stereotype, in addition to thepdsecio-cultural roots, is a

consequence of the existing legal privileges andrajuees provided to working

women. This naturally decreases the attractiveaea®men as workers and leads to
the preference over the use of male labor forces Stereotype is also supported by
the fact that the main burden of maintaining hoosgland child-rearing lies on a

woman.

Another stereotype existing among Russian womemgk&v/es is their own
low self-esteem and lower activity in the labor kedr despite their higher
educational and professional backgrounds. The &ymcenario for the women in
Russia is to graduate from the university, to mang to give birth to a child.
Societal pressures dictate that it is not a higbripy for women to work so that is
why the majority of women feel themselves laggiedpibd in comparison with male
workers and businessmen. Such stereotypes signtifiaapede the careers of these
women and make it difficult and often impossible foem to use the benefits and
guarantees provided by the law

Thirdly, the life style of housewives is highly pagated through the press,
female magazines etc. Usually such life styles vemr@ouraged by male politicians
while government also supported this solution (mmayot very openly but still), as it
was the easiest way to solve the problems of feomradenployment. But women who
became housewives saw their position as forcedvaaré not content of it at all,
their economic behavior did not differ too muchnfraghose ones who persistently

were trying to find any job. Also in the 191990sRudssia an ordinary family could
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hardly survive without woman’s earnings and thaefaromen did not want to
become housewives. Both man and woman had to wodtder to make the ends
meet.”?

All the above mentioned factors contributed to thigh rates of female
unemployment. This coupled with the lack of staiatml over this situation led the
forming of certain mechanisms of self-regulatiorhu$, many families became
involved in informal and shadow economy. Especialhgmen who were kicked out
to the street, as a result of severe competitiomt weeopen markets, stands, subways
and became streetwalkers.

Informal employment is usually defined as econoativities which are not
registered officially yet realized individually @n the small enterprises that do not
pay taxes or pay them partiaffy. The most important characteristics of the infdrma
employment are as such: orientation to surviving bot capital accumulation;
aiming to create work places and not to maximizeaterage profit; flexibility and
plenty of ways to earn money and payment by “bleacgh” (without paying taxes to
the government}®

According to sociological polls, people who areisegred by the state as

economically inactive often have jobs in the infaineconomic sphere and make

% Zhanna Kravchenko “Zhenshiny i Muzhshiny Domaai Rabote: Gendernoye Razdeleniye Truda
v Rossii i Shvetsii” (“Women and Men at Home and\&irk: Gender Division of Labor in Russia and
Sweden”). Zhurnal Issledovaniy Sotsialnoy Polifikhe Journal of Social Policy Studies), Vol. 6 (2),
P. 181

% Oksana Sinyavskaya “Neformalnaya Zanyatost v Spermoy Rossii: |zmereniye, Masshtaby,
Dinamika” (“Informal Employment in Modern Russia: eslsurement, Scales, Dynamics”).
Nezavisimiy Institut Sotsialnoy Politiki (Indepentdnstitute of Social Policy), 2005. P. 6

% Yevgeniy Kubishin “Neformalnaya Zanyatost Rossigix Naseleniya” (“Informal employment of
Russian Population”). Journal “EKO”, Vol.2 , 20038,16
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good money. Measuring the informal employment i/ wfficult, but according to
the estimates of a researcher between 2000 and, 20®@2humber of informally
active population was 25-30 million peopfeln 2009 more than 17 % of all
employed population was engaged into informal seat@conomy’’ On average in
Russia the distribution of employed in the inforreattor according to the types of
economic activity was the following: trade — 34,98 agriculture — 24, 9 %,
construction — 10, 1 %, transport and communicatien9, 2 %, manufacturing
activity — 8, 9 %, public, social and personal sms — 4, 6 %, real estate activity —
3,2 %, hotels and restaurants — 2, $%.

Some research showed that the informal employmemttos is very
asymmetric and has two different poles: those hdne very big and often criminal
profits; and those who are illegal migrants andrp8&etween these two poles there
lies the main part of those employed in the infdreexctors of economy. The most
typical forms of the informal activity that suchqmte are employed in are street and
market trade, services in construction, cleaniatsfand offices, taxi-driving, private
lessons, cooking and looking after children or gielople. Men usually have higher

paid jobs such as taxi-driving and constructiorvises, while female services are in

% yelena Varshavskaya “Chto Tam v Teni?” (“Whatliere in the Shadow?”) Journal “Chelovek i
Trud” (“Human and labor”), accessed loitp://www.chelt.ru/2001/11/varshavskaja_11.html

" Natalia Ustinova “Informal Economy in National Anmts of Russia”, accessed on
www.iariw.org/papers/2009/2b%RBtinova. pdf

% Yuriy Korchagin “Uhodim v Ten. Chislo Zanyatih vefbrmalnom Sektore Ekonomiki Rastet”
(“We are Going to Shadow. The Number of Employedhim Informal Sector of Economy Grows”)/
Rossiyskaya Bizness-Gazeta (Russian Business-PEp&60 (27) from 27.07.2010
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the category of low-paid jobs where payments agalne and depend on level of
worker’s qualification and demand for particulapéyof services?

For understanding the problems of female unemploynggeat attention
should be paid to those women who are involvech@ibformal economy. These
women started to work informally not because ofihgva criminal nature or
character but because they were forced to do thacbnomic conditions of that
time. The most important aspect of this problemasan economic one but a private
one and the price that women had to pay for thainglization of Russian economy
— loss of health and sometimes even family, deptieci of education and
professional skills, degradation, humiliation arekwgal harassment. Some women
working on the market by selling fruits, vegetabdesl other things, often fall down
to slavery and become totally dependent on thestena will. The slavery here does
not mean that word that everybody understands rergé sense. In these conditions
the slavery means that women have to work for exeny little money with no
guaranties that they can get this money every weekonth stably, the masters
manipulate those women and make them do everytheygwant. Such women have
no social protection, rights or opportunities tdethel their interests through legal
means as they work illegally. The situation of thesomen is a dead-end one
because they cannot leave their jobs since thegrmidkepn these jobs for their own
survival and for their families, but on the othemd they are degraded to a state in

which they are totally deprived of their basic tgjas human beings.

% Yelena Sindyashkina “Neformalnaya Zanyatost v Rog4nformal Employment in Russia”),
accessed ohttp://www.irex.ru/press/pub/polemika/01/sin/
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All of the above-mentioned problems require governtal involvement and
government’s creating special instruments for femamployment. These
instruments should be oriented towards particutaugs of women while providing
the harmonization of the interests of female waskemployers and state (society);
and giving women the right of freely choosing tlypet of employment that is the
most appropriate for her. The biggest task is tachmethe level of productive
employment that would bring the worker certain prafhich would provide him
adequate conditions of life. The worker’s labor dobe economically reasonable
for employers while ensuring maximum productive tbe society. The worker
should be the boss of his/her own labor force avidntarily decide the question of

employment or unemployment in the public producsentor.

3.3. Strategies for survival: women and business

Women'’s social inequality with men forms the basfisocial discrimination
against them. An American sociologist Neil Smeldefines this inequality as "the
conditions under which people have unequal acaessdial goods such as money,
power, and prestige® In Russia, the difficulties of the transition metiincreased
the already existing discriminatory tendencies.dyodomen are the most vulnerable
and least competitive actors in the labor markéis Tsituation has developed in
Russia as a result of paternalistic policies im@etad for many years which were
based on all sorts of benefits, prohibitions anédc#jr regulation. The special

legislatively fixed status of women as a mother wdhoesponsible for the birth, care

190 Neil Smelzer “Sotsiologiya. Glava 9. NeravenstStatifikatsiya i Klass” (“Sociology. Chapter 9.
Inequality, Stratification and Class”), accessedtip://krotov.info/lib_sec/18_s/sme/lzer_5.htm
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and upbringing of children as well as other fansbrvices all contributed to this
trend. Economically all these tasks of women hageen been appreciated by the
state contrary to the case in developed countfibs. state and the major part of
employers see women with children as a secondbor @rce and demand them to
engage in less status and low-paid work. Femimnatif poverty became a normal
phenomenon. The Russian labor legislation has gians responsible for creating
the conditions for discrimination against womenhsas ban on night shifts, on
certain types of work or the limitation of workirwurs, etd¢®* According to the
official figures, about one third of heads of difat enterprises admit that they
prefer hiring men rather than wom#R.

Exclusion of women from the labor market occurs aoly through their
more intense dismissal, but also through limitihgit access to jobs. Among the
unemployed college graduates, 21 percent is woméith is twice greater than
men’s unemployment raté%

Changes that occurred during the reform years fmedsally changed the
balance of employment in the public and privatd@eaf economy. The general and
compulsory employment of the communist period waglaced with a transition

model including the features of a both planned eoonand features of an emerging

191 Trudovoy Kodeks Rossiyskoy Federatsii ot 30/121280197-F3. Razdel 4. Rabochee Vremya.
Glava 15. Obshiye Polozheniye. Statya 96 “Rabotdoehnoye Vremya” (Labor Code of Russian
Federation at 30/12/2001 # 197-F3. Part 4. Workiagrs. Chapter 15. General statements. Clause
96 “Work at night time”), accessed bttp://www.consultant.ru/popular/tkrf/14 20.htmIH50

192 Ruslan Vagizov “Probemy Gendernogo Ravenstva vre3pennom Rossiyskom Obshestve”
(“Problems of Gender Equality in Modern Russiani&gyt), accessed on
http://www.femin.ru/ig/ig010.php

193 yevgeniy Bruk “Poterya Raboty: Muzhshiny i Zhemsfi (“Loss of Job: Men and Women”),
accessed ohttp://wsclan.narod.ru/manager/4/5t.html
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market economy. The new forms of economic actisitgh as self-employment and
entrepreneurship developed. The share of employnmerthe private sector has
increased from 18.3 percent to 38.2 percent ovepétiod of 1992-1998* Due to
the above-mentioned reasons there emerged a lamyeo& unemployed the majority
of whom were women. The solution for this problemald be the help of the state in
developing small businesses and self-employmentwimmen. If women face so
many obstacles for being employed, then they shiimddsome ways to create work
places for themselves which means self-employment.

Women's entrepreneurship in Russia has its owindiwe features. A well-
known Russian sociologist Svetlana Demyanova argju@sentrepreneurs can be
divided into three groups on the basis of the orifi property and investment. The
first group consists of people from the nomenkkatwho use their official position
for the assignment of government property. Thisugrbas the closest relationship
with the state apparatus. Women are absent irgtbigp. The second group consists
of the followers of the shadow economy fused wiith $tructures of organized crime
and control of the officials of the state apparaflise people in this group illegally
redistribute the state property through the "hiddgrannels of exchange of material
resources. There are some women in this group $udlly to cover up someone'’s
name. Finally, the third group consists of engisemmd technical intelligentsia or
"commons"”, who began to engage in business in 1990- The source of the
property was the small businesses transformed d\stite into the partnerships as
well as loans. Women are well represented in thisug and engage in

entrepreneurial activities, notably in the prodoctsector: the provision of services,

194 Manfred Binefeldpp. cit, p. 405
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training, production and sale of various goods,rpail+publishing industry and
agriculture. Initial capital investment is eitheloan or personal fund$®
The influx of women into the business sector beigdate 1991. According

to the data of State Statistics Committee in theopeof 1996-1998 women-
managers consisted 18 percent of the total numitt@eaentrepreneurs in 14 regions
and 4400 small enterprises. It is possible to alessome progress in this sphere: by
the year 2000 women consisted 40 percent of thebeuwf self-employed people.
For comparison, at the beginning of 1990s the nurab&male managers was only
6-7 percent. Women started to penetrate to thesegments of market economy —
from the management of state enterprises to theageament of private firm$?°
Women managers usually are in their most active aggercent of women are 30-
50 years old while 13, 7 percent are older tharyédys and 12 percent are younger
than 30 years. The major part of women-managergmmoyed in such sectors as
non-productive types of domestic services (60 ¢ghtlindustry (45 %), catering (43
%), retail trade (40 %), education, medicine, aelfiscience (46 %’

According to sociological studies, women-entrepuesean be divided into
three types. The first type is dedicated to busimesman. The motivation for their
choice is the inner desire to become an entrepreaed interest in this type of

activity. The second most numerous type of womemepreneurs are those who

195 Svetlana Demyanova “Predprinimatelstvo Kak Odna Farm Preodoleniya Sotsialno-

Ekonomicheskoy Diskriminatsii Zhenshin na Rynke dawRossii” (“Entrepreneurship as One of the
Forms of Fighting the Socio-Economic Discriminatioh Women in the Russian Labor Market”),

accessed ohttp://www.prof.msu.ru/publ/conf/conf27.htm

1% Olga Torlopovapp. cit, accessed omtp:/elib.kkf.hu/edip/D_8759.pdf

197 | bid.
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became an entrepreneur “on occasion”, in other syontho appeared at the right
time in the right place. Their decision was madenspneously under the influence
of accidental circumstances, due to the unexpgubsidive perspectives, following
the advice of friends or for example, on the bagisiewspaper information, etc.
Finally, the third type is the unwilling entrepremg, women who were forced to
open their own businesses due to various negaireanestances. This one is the
smallest group. The motivation for their choice was unemployment, or threat of
unemployment and the lack of means of living assalt of divorce.

Psychological research revealed that success imdsss according to the
women entrepreneurs, primarily is determined byasspsychological characteristics
such as contact, sociability, persistence in a@hgegoals, intelligence, receptivity to
innovation and diplomacy. Much weaker is the effettstatus characteristics -
among them are the vocational education couplett w#ars of previous work,
absence of family affairs, the right age and gaoaldtions in the business world. In
the third place was the impact of the factors aased with economic and political
situation in the country: a favorable market siwatand the support of public
authorities-*®

Female approaches to management differ very much the male ones, as
women possess a totally different character ané sfymanaging. In contrast to the
male executives who are trying to build any streetin the form of a vertical power
pyramid, women prefer more subtle management tbalf on attention to the

individual. In other words, in terms of sociologymven administer with the aid of

198 Alla Chirikova “Zhenshiny i Muzhshiny kak Top-Metizhery Rossiyskih Kompaniy: Ponyat
Znachit Prinyat” (“Woman and Man as Top-ManagersRofssian Companies: Understand Means
Accept”), accessed drttp://www.isras.ru/files/File/Socis/2003-01/Chiika.pdf
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tools of influence based on horizontal relationshfpelief and motivation), while
men do this on the basis of the instruments of pge@ercion and hierarchy}?

Despite these positive trends which were markedniytin capital cities but
also in the provinces, women's leadership in theerprises of real sector of the
economy did not become a mass phenomenon. On theamd this was connected
with the difficulties of managing enterprises inntemporary period, and on the
other hand it was conditioned by the cultural i@ertvhich constrained the
displacement of patriarchal stereotypes. The sloocgss of the development of
female entrepreneurship is constrained not onlyhigycultural inertia, but is often
explained with the pressure of the authorities vebatinue to believe that their
strategy of relationship with the economic acterghe region can only be built on
the positions of strength®

The problem of the development of women's entreqareship in Russia has
many dimensions. The well-known Russian sociologli Chirikova suggests that
the major problems can be classified under six goates. The first group of
problems that should be marked is the incompletearsd uncertainty of the existing
system of relations between business and governiméme regions. The behavior of
the authorities in which the elements of paternalsse combined with an aggressive
policy in respect of subjects that demonstrate rieodc independence” is

unpredictable and "selective" with lack of ratiosabstantiations. At the same time

199 Natalia Tesakova “Zhenshina-Rukovoditel. Mify i dReost” (“Woman-manager. Myths and
Reality”), accessed dmitp://www.crn.ru/numbers/reg-numbers/detail. php21R502

110 Alla Chirikova “Zhenshina — Top — Menedzher v BiosV Ozhidanii Kraha “Steklyannogo
Potolka” (“Woman — Top Manager in Russia: Waiting the Crash of the Glass Ceiling”), accessed
on http://www.gender-cent.ryazan.ru/chirikova.htm
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the pressure of authorities increases in the stoalhs especially, where women-
managers feel all the tyranny of power and arecexéty dependent on the personal
aims of the first party of power. As a result wonmeanagers try to distance
themselves from the power authorities to feel firgheir actions™*

The second group of problems is the problems ofkwedegration of
entrepreneurship in general with women's entrepmshg in particular. Reforms of
the power structure, proposed by the Kremlin, edrt even greater isolation of the
individual economic actors in the regions whichtcidmted to rise of uncertainty, in
conditions of which the regional business preféssstirvive alone®!?

The third group of problems is the problems of anafization and providing
the security of regional entrepreneurship whichp&sticularly important in the
context of the development of women's entrepremgursDespite the fact that
women entrepreneurs in the regions were able teldp\adequate strategies for the
security of their own business, it can be argueat the security issue of female
entrepreneurship is still not solved completelyt, growing rapidly**®

The fourth group of problems can be identifiedtesgroblem of professional
competence of women entrepreneurs and the fiftbpyad problems is connected
with the peculiarities of political consciousnesyd goolitical behavior of women

entrepreneurs in the regions. Attention is drawthéophenomenon of polarization of

11 Alla Chirikova “Zhenskoye Predprinimatelstvo v RibsKontseptualniye Podhody i Napravleniya
Issledovaniy” (“Female Entrepreneurship in Russ@onceptual Approaches and Directions in
Researches”)/ “Gender i Ekonomika: Mirovoy Opytkisgertiza Rossiyskoy Praktiki” (“Gender and
Economics: World Experience and Examination of RusPractice”), 2002, P. 251

bid., P. 252
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political attitudes of women entrepreneurs; at saene time there is increasing
awareness of the need to protect business bygablitieans. For example, about 20
percent of women entrepreneurs identify themseleeshe category of “forced
politicians" because if they do not participatehe political life of their region they
may not have an opportunity to create and mairgationg business and to protect it
with the support of other politiciart&* The sixth group of problems covers matters
arising from the imperfection of the existing irdtaicture for support of small and
middle business in Russian regidhs.

The following conclusion can be made about the ustabf female
entrepreneurship in Russia: women's economic ilifeussia is poorly integrated,
has little political influence and does not seekiite. The process of involvement of
women in entrepreneurial activity is complicated @yumber of circumstances of
economic and socio-cultural character. For the ldgveent of women's business, for
overcoming social discrimination and for improvitng economic status of women it
is necessary to develop a number of measures. Arfwrg are the creation of a
special section of federal programs to support sinainess and employment with
the participation of women in them; to establish arganization of training for
women to teach the basics of entrepreneurshipsfeaf technology, organization
and support for new jobs and help in starting tlo@n business; credits for large
families and refugees; and to increase the inteesbmmercial banks in financing

small busines$t® The emerging process of the internationalizatibrbusiness in

14bid., p. 253
151bid., p. 254

116 Syetlana Demyanovap. cit, accessed ofttp://www.prof.msu.ru/publ/conf/conf27.htm
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Russia can create a big demand for the potenti&rofle entrepreneurship as the
most effective in the sphere of an intuitive mastefr the business culture of other

countries.

3.4. The problems of the pension system and its efts on the Russian

women

When Putin came to power in 2000 he received thatcyp in a state of mess,
although he was a direct associate of Yeltsin. lPgtarted to work out and
implement a range of reforms in different aspettsogial and governmental life. As
for the position of women, however, one can say there was not much change
during Putin’s era. There were still plenty of pehs such as widespread
corruption, paternalistic features of power and @b Such problems acted as
obstacles on the way of fighting against gendecsroiignation and inequality of men
and women. While it is true that it became reldyiveasier for women to survive,

there is still much to improve in the sphere of &&rrights and freedoms.

Although the rate of female unemployment continteedbe high during this
period, the position of young women was much bettethey still had some chance
to find a job. But older women who were on retiretngge and getting pension from
the state were in a very difficult situation. Inrdimes the problem of feminization
of poverty among older women is a general phenomémroall over the world but it
has some peculiar characteristics in Russia. Tistimx pension system is oriented
to the male worker who has a full-time work. Butvaman does not only work but

she also has reproductive functions; thereby simaatahave the same length of
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service as a man (because of the maternity leave Bsually female pension equals
to only 60-90 percent of male pension, essentladiyause of the difference in wage

rates and length of services.

i Millions of people Roubles per month i
24 | T 6000
20 }f / 5000
16 L . 4000
12 . 3000
8 - e 2000
4 1000
0 0
2003 2004 20045 2006 2007 2008 2009
== millions of men — millions of women

& roubles permonthformen  —e—  roubles per month for women

Source: Yekaterina Sherbakova “Russian Demogrdpdiiometer” Demoscope Weekly, Vol.
443-444, 2010, accessed lomp://demoscope.ru/weekly/2010/0443/barom04.php

Figure 2: The number of men and women getting pensins (millions of

people), and the pension rate (rubles per month) f2003-2009

On the above figure the left scale shows numbepealple while the right
scale shows rubles per month. Below the figure, yéha&s are indicated; the blue
lines marking men and male pension rates (in ruplrs month), the pink lines
marking women and their pension rates. Throughyamaj this figure it can be

understood that the pension rates of men and waneegased in the period between
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2003 and 2009, but female pensions always stayeerldhan the male ones.
Through the years this difference became more avaed greater.

In modern Russia gender inequalities in pensiavipion are influenced by
the national pension laws regulating different deads for men and women, which
does not reflect actual differences in their likpectancy, as well as spheres of their
employment, where the inequality between men andnevo is determined by
features of the legislation, cultural traditionslaygender roles in society.

The main gender inequality institutionalized by fRassian pension law is
due to the difference between the age of retirermenten and women (respectively
60 and 55 years old). The formula for calculatihg size of pension for men and
women is the same, but it does not take into adcdtle differences in their
retirement age and life expectaricy.

In the field of employment the existing gender in&lifies are associated with
labor legislation (e.g. restrictions of women's é&yment in hazardous working
conditions), discriminatory practices and stereesypommon in society. Because of
the last factor, in Russia working career of woneepften interrupted by unpaid /
non-insurance periods (leave for caring for mirtatd; temporary incapacity to care
for the sick, etc.). In addition, because of gendiffierences in payments, women

deduct significantly smaller contributions than mt&n the Pension Fund, and,

117 Mariya Baskakova “Sodeystviye v Dostizhenii RaweasMuzhshin i Zhenshin i Rasshireniye
Prav i Vozmozhnostey Zhenshin” (“Assistance to Réag the Equality of Men and Women and
Enlargement of Rights and Opportunities for WomeériRossiya v 2015 godu: Tseli i Prioritety
Razvitiya. Doklad o Razvitii Chelovecheskogo Podeia” (“Russia in 2015: Goals and Priorities of
Development. Report on the Development of Humaeiat!”), 2005. P. 85
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therefore, up to retirement age the amount of tmeiirement savings is also
smaller''®

Thus, in Russia there are all reasons underlinimey gender inequality in
pension provision. But due to historical peculiastof formation of the national
pension system, ratio of the average pension ag@éo and women is still close to
one. This is due to the fact that most of the aurretirees receive a pension that
were earned more in the old pension system in whérision was little dependent on
the wage and length of service of the empldy@e.

The new pension system is more sensitive to theguiséy in employment
and to the law as the rate of future pension mnglly related to the rate of earnings
during the working life and the duration of insuran The further we move away
from the initiation of the pension reform, the dgezawill be the effect of these
factors. Calculations conducted under the assumptioinvariance of the main
provisions of the current pension law, labor markehds and dynamics of life
expectancy (base scenario), show that in 20154dte of pensions for women and
men will be 87, and in 2050 - only 50 percéft .

Estimates indicate that even the optimistic plahthe Russian government
for the equalization of life expectancy and of tbeel of wages between men and

women cannot solve the problem of gender inequalifyension provision by 2015.

18 Nikita Krichevskiy “K Slovu o Pensionnyh Delah*About Pension Affairs”)/ Agentstvo
Politicheskih Novostey (Agency of Political Neveggessed on
http://www.apn.ru/publications/article17185.htm

119 Mariya Baskakova “Gendernaya Assimetriya PensignBSistemy” (“Gender Asymmetry of
Pension System”YActuaries magazin@ccessed ohttp://actuaries.ru/magazine/detail.php?ID=2053

120 “«Genderniye Razlichiya Razmerov Pensiy v SovrermgnRossiyskoy Pensionnoy Sisteme”
(“Gender Differences in Pension Rates in ModernsRusPension System”ensionniy Konsultant
(Pension Consultantgccessed ohttp://www.pension-npf.ru/index.php?src=250
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This is a very short period to have an effect inhsan inertial system as pension.
However, in the longer term, they can lead to pasitesults. Thus, the reduction of
gender differences in life expectancy could inceghg ratio of pensions for men and
women in 2050 for 6 percent, and the equalizatiomames for 13 percent’*

Gender differences in pensions are also determimedhe difference in
retirement age for men and women (it has a diréetteon the duration of insurance,
and consequently the rate of pension contributroage). Increasing the retirement
age for women in the future may lead to an increasie rate of their pensions.
Calculations show, for example, that an increageeimsion age for women up to 60
years in 2015 can give a reduction in gender diffees in pensions by 30 percent.
Thus by 2050, pensions of women could reach 80epémf the pension benefits of
men’?? Further minimization of gender differences in pens can also be managed
through the compensations of employees for thensioe contribution losses that
occur during periods of unpaid community serviagoh-insurance periods by the
state. This needs to be done also through the \amhint of egalitarian gender
division of labor in public and private spheres.

In connection with the radical changes that toakcelin Russia after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, the problem of wais status in the economic
sphere emerged and became an urgent problem. Thetyswas neither ready to
cope with such problems nor to develop some stiegeigr its solution. Economic

reforms of the 1990s worsened the process of maig@tion of women’s status.

121 Mariya Baskakovaogp. cit, p. 87

122 yekaterina Sherbakova “Rossiyskiy DemografichesBgrometr” (“Russian Demographic
Barometer”) Demoscope Weekly, Vol. 443-444, 201@eased on
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/2010/0443/barom04.php
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Many principles of equality of rights are violatedevery realm, especially in the
sphere of labor where professional discriminationl @egregation of women are
widespread. Almost in all fields of economic adivivomen are far from making
decisions and face more difficulties in career ioy@ment than men. For women
usually there are only horizontal spaces meaniagitlis almost impossible for them
to go up by vertical stairs to higher positionswédwer when it comes to the issue of
staff reduction, the principle of “lady’s first” wks very well.

In Russia a process of feminization of poverty evaloping which leads to
the emergence of new risk groups: unemployed womemen who are in maternity
leave; women working part-time and women who agaged into informal sector of
economy. As a result of professional segregatiomarhen, the female work became
second-rated and low-paid. This is where the hufference in male and female
wages comes from. Many stereotypes, which are wrdas in the society, also
work against women. For example, sometimes women farced to become
housewives, while they do not have any desire tthdbor women are often seen as
weak and less effective workers; as because ofléenearoductive functions many
women cannot find jobs as the employers are abhldsing money and time when
women give birth to children and leave the workpladany women are doomed to
lonely poverty in the elderly age, as together with longer duration of life than
men, women have only somewhere 70 percent of np&msion rate.

The attempts of women to become self-employed asmdeldp their
businesses ended up with the presence of “glassgiewhich limits the female
careers. To conclude, the position of women inRhesian economy is unstable and

needs to be improved. There are many ways to ddthdirst of all the government
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should understand that Russia has a predominaetiale population (46 % of men
and 54 % of women'f> Without solving women’s problems it is impossitdesolve

general problems of the country, including econgmatitical and social ones.

128 Russkiy Statisticheskiy Ezhegodnik (Russian SteéisAnnual), 2010. P. 82
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CHAPTER 4

WOMEN IN POLITICS

This chapter seeks to describe and analyze thé@osif women in Russian
politics. Russia is a country with a predominarfiésnale population, which does not
have an appropriate political representation inatheinistration of the country. Such
an order of things creates definite misbalance li# gender proportions in
authorities. As a result the female questions chbacsolved and continue to be in
stagnation. Many active Russian women politicianslaustand that the situation
needs to be radically changed and try to fight theeir place in politics. The
participation of Russian women in the electiondesysand political institutions, the
creation of women’s political parties and movemewiti be discussed in this

chapter.

4.1. Russian women in the new multiparty electiosystem

In many countries of the world, women increasinggve taken part in
professional politics and administration. This whgy are also able to accomplish a
radical progress in the solution of a variety omée problems in the fields of
economics, social institutions, social psychologgt gender equality.

One of the major benefits of women’s participatiorthe power structures is

that women’s own involvement ensures some realgd®smin the women'’s status and
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enables changes in the state policy on the quastibthe family and women as well
as working out and functioning of the mechanismsaafial administratior’

In this part | will analyze the changes in the §tas women’s status with
regard to their involvement in the politics. Theanbes of last two decades are very
important, at least in the sense of female ematiomahe situation radically differs
from what it was in the Soviet Russia. After thesdilution of the Soviet Union,
women in Russia became an active actor of massalsminpaigns whilst created a
wide range of movements and organizations for difgntheir rights and interests.
A group of famous and powerful women politicianseeged around this time. But
still women were not able to hold positions in thajor positions of politics or state
administration. Because while there is certain msg in the field, there are also
plenty of difficulties and obstacles for women segkto take an active part in
politics.

After the events of autumn 1993, when presidenttsife bombed the
parliament with tanks and unleashed a minor ewakr, as a result of which he
subordinated the White House to his will, Russiéerd into a new post-Soviet
period of its development. During this time theoref of the elective system in
Russia was implemented. The new Russian Constitotid 993 established the new

bicameral parliament, which was called the Fedasaembly consisting of the State

124 valeriy Tishkov “Zhenshina v Rossiyskoy PolitikeStrukturah Vlasti” (“A Woman in Russian
Politics and Power Structures”). “Zhenshina | SvidnoPuti Vybora v Mire Traditsiy | Peremen.
Materialy Mezhdunarodnoy Konferentsii” (“Woman aRckedom: the Ways of Choice in the World
of Traditions and Changes. The Materials of therimtional Conference”), Moscow, 1994, P. 8
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Duma and the Federal Countdf. The State Duma included 450 deput@sThe
provision on the election of the deputies of that&tDuma of 1 October, 1993
provided the political parties with the most pagticonditions for their participation
in elections™?’

The new Russian Constitution of 1993 created iveigt good conditions for
the development of the elective system providimgeghanism for the constitutional
elections of the State Duma of the Federal Assenably that of the President.
Taking into account all the advantages of the @iows of the Constitution, the
changes could be considered insufficient for thestroiction of a clear and efficient
working elective system. Indeed the new Constituggen lacked a separate chapter
titled only the “Elective System” as opposed to the Constitution. The new one
includes rather a small number of provisions camogr the regulation of elections.
Clause 3 states that the direct form of the peepf@wer is realized through
referendum and free electioff§;clause 19 assumes that a man and a woman have
equal rights and freedoms as well as equal oppitigarfor their realizatior*

clause 32 secures the right of the citizens of RnsBederation to elect and to be

125 K onstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii, Glava 5 “Fetfeoye Sobraniye”, Statya 95 (Constitution of
Russian Federation, Chapter 5 “Federal Assembly” rtickk 95), accessed on
http://www.constitution.ru/10003000/10003000-7.htm

128 |bid.

127 polozheniye O Vyborah Deputatov Gosudarstvennomypi993 (The Provision on the Elections
of the Deputies of the State Duma of 1993), acckese
http://constitution.garant.ru/history/active/172fdtapter/1/

128 Konstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii, Glava 1 “Osnd<onstitutsionalnogo Stroya”, Statya 3
(Constitution of Russian Federation, Chapter 1 “Bases of the Constitutional System”, Article 3),
accessed ohttp://www.constitution.ru/20003000/10003000-3.htm

129 K onstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii, Glava 2 “Rr&svobody Cheloveka | Grazhdanina®, Statya
19 (Constitution of Russian Federation, ChapteR@hts and Freedoms of Man and Citizen”, Article
19), accessed ohttp://www.constitution.ru/10003000/20003000-4.htm
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elected for the institutions of state power andil@overnment® clause 81 defines
the principles of the election right (concerning #lections of the President of the
Russian Federation): the President is electeddiar years by the citizens of Russia
on the basis of a general, equal and direct eteationg with the secret ballbt:

So it is obvious that there is the brevity and theufficiency of the
constitutional regulation on the principles of tee&ective rights and questions,
concerning the implementation of the elections.hSusufficiency creates specific
difficulties for the construction of a new systewr fRussian elective legislation.
Also, the combination of majoritarian and propanab systems of elections for the
State Duma became the reason for long-lasting tispand unstable situations
before each electioft?

One more insufficient aspect of the system is ti@ gender aspect is
considered neither in the elective legislation imothe regulations of the political
parties. The attempts to raise this question appabr in the regulations of the
female political associations. Thus an all-Russsacio - political association
“Movement of Women for the National Health” advasi¢ke following goal in their

official regulations:

130 Constitution of Russian Federatiompp. cit., Chapter 2, Article 32, accessed on
http://www.constitution.ru/10003000/10003000-4.htm

131 Konstitutsiya Rossiyskoy Federatsii, Glava 4 “Rfest Rossiyskoy Federatsii’, Statya 81
(Constitution of Russian Federation, Chapter 4 SRient of Russian Federation”, Article 81),
accessed ohttp://www.constitution.ru/10003000/10003000-6.htm

132 valentina Lapayeva “Razvitiye Mnogopartiynosti voRii v 1992-2000-ye gody” (“The
Development of the Pluralism in Russia in 1990-260Q0 Analiticheskiy Zhurnal “Politicheskoye
Obrazovaniye” (Analitical Journal “Political Edu@at”), accessed ohttp://www.lawinrussia.ru/stati-
i-publikatsii/2010-05-17/razvitie-mnogopartiynostirossii-v-1990-2000-e-godi.html
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consolidation and coordination of the activity dietfemale public
associations, aiming to improve the status of woarahto realize the
equality of constitutional rights and freedoms ke#w men and
women'3?

Another all-Russian socio — political movement rtfade Joint Association”

comes out for:

the creation of necessary conditions for the eblétparticipation of

women in the activity of the state authorities ardcal

administration->*

The political public organization “Russian Party tbe Defense of Women”
claimed its aspiration to be a more full and juspresentation for women in the
institutions of the legislative and executive posvef all levels in all regions of the
Russian Federatiori

In the above-mentioned regulations the generalrelelir a more just
representation of women in the power structurgb®fcountry is expressed. It is also
underlined that the idea of political equality ofmand women is defended generally
by women. This is also part of the reason that ferpalitical movements cannot
provide a real progress. The international pracsicews that the solution of this

problem needs a complex approach that would bedbasethe representatives of

both sexes equally sharing the responsibility efexiing the social inequalitiés®

133 «“Dvizheniye Zhenshin za Zdorovye Natsii” (“Moventeof Women for the National Health”).
Osnovniye Tseli (Main goals), accessechttp://nhealth.ru/target/

134 «Zhenskiy Obyedinenniy Soyuz” (“Female Joint Asistion”), accessed ohttp:/state.rin.ru/cgi-
bin/main.pl?r=297

135 “Rossiyskaya Partiya Zashity Zhenshin” (“Russiamtf? for the Defense of Women”), accessed on
http://state.rin.ru/cgi-bin/main.pl?r=278

136 | yudmila Zavadskayap. cit, accessed aimtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/3.htm
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In this context it can be suggested that the aldfan public political
movement “Women of Russia” has become the mosatential and active actor in
the field of struggling for rights of women througje 1990s. “Women of Russia”
was established in 1993 by the “Association of Woroé Russia”, “Association of
Women-Entrepreneurs of Russia” and “AssociationVédmen of Navy’. The
movement was headed by three cofounders — AletAatlulova, Tatyana Malyutina
and Marina Dovrobolskaya who were respectivelydia&irs of the above-mentioned
organizations. According to the election progranthef movement its main goal is to
stand for the rights and interests of the Russitimens irrespective of their sex,

nationality, social status, religious faith andipicdl perspective$®”

The basic objective of the movement is to ensueepirticipation of
women in the political life of Russia, to increabeir representation
in the bodies of authority at all levels of decisimaking process.
The movement's basic directions of activity aréollews:

- maintaining the equal participation of men andmea in the

political life of Russia, establishing equality &t levels of decision-
making;

- the realization of the constitutional clause ba equality of rights,
freedoms and opportunities for women and men inspheres of
public life;

- the observance of the UN Convention on the elatnom of all forms

of discrimination concerning women; observance othepo

international legal acts directed on the improvetmanposition of

women, family and children;

- encouraging the broader involvement of women administrative

offices concerning the society and state;

- the establishment of civil consent and peace ha Russian
Federation and its steady developmgfit.

137«Zhenshiny Rossii” (“Women of Russia”), accessechtip:/state.rin.ru/cgi-bin/main.pl?2r=287

138 «The all-Russian Political Movement of Women of SRia”, accessed ohttp:/state.rin.ru/cgi-
bin/main_e.pl?r=248&id=309

77



In the State Duma of 1993-1995 the movement “WorakiRussia” was
represented by a group of 24 persons. The heateofytoup Yekaterina Lahova
became the advisor of Yeltsin on affairs of womfamily and childrert™ Later, in
April 1996 Lahova left the movement and created dwen association “Women of
Russia - 2”. At the same time she joined the SistiBlarty of Russia but later with
the founding of the party “United Russia,” she betarepresent this party in Duma.
It can be argued that Yekaterina Lahova was thet mngzortant person within the
“Women of Russia” as she managed to hold high jpositand actively participate in
Duma more active than someone else belonging sontlvement. After the State
Duma of the first convocation of 1993-1995, neithdfomen of Russia -1”, nor
“Women of Russia - 2” managed to create their éasi in the following State
Dumas until now following their failure in the etens of 1995. In 1995 the
movement received only 4, 61 percent of votes anddcnot pass the 5 percent
barrier which was necessary for representation um& Only three deputies who
belonged to the movement were elected in the seege electoral districts to the
State Duma — Lahova, Lozinskaya and Orlt¥a’he same situation was repeated in
the elections of 1999, when “Women of Russia -rigdt again to participate in the
elections as an independent movement. There wagpteon to choose for them - to

join the political bloc “Fatherland — All Russidjut the male leaders of this bloc did

139 Vladimir Belonuchkin “Fraktsiya Zhenshin RossifFéction of Women of Russia”), Spravochnik
Online “Federalnoye Sobraniye: Sovet Federatsiosialarstvennaya Duma” (Reference book online
“Federal Assembly: Federal Council and State Duprec¢gessed on
http://www.politika.su/fs/gd1fzh.html

190 «gp0stav Gosudarstvennoy Dumy Vtorogo Sozyva” (Mership of the State Duma of the Second
Convocation), the Official Site of State Duma, assa on
http://www.duma.gov.ru/about/history/convocatiors/2
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not keep their promise to include at least 30 pdroéthe female candidates in their

lists. And again “Women of Russia -1” did not ma@ag pass the 5 percent barrier.
What can be the reasons of the failures of “WomfeRussia”? According to

the well-known gender analysts Yelena Kudryashovad Batalia Kukarenko the

factors resulting in the failure of the movemerd as follows:

Absence of a concrete program; unconvincing atteroptthe
representation of “all” women of Russia withoutitakinto account
age-related, regional, national peculiarities; abeeof the necessary
means for the election campaign (for comparisonnity) used
40.072.175 rubles, and the “Women of Russia” orBp 8housand

rubles); insufficient work with mass-media; abseatstrong regional

departments eté*

Another point of view concerning this question iegented by sociologist
Yelena Kochkina. In her article “The power is in39 percent from women” she
expresses extreme dissatisfaction with the resfiltee elections in the State Duma
in 1995. She insists that the political commentatof 1990s tried to change the
political movement of “Women of Russia” into an otineable episode of Russian
politics by discrediting it with the accusationscoimmunist orientation and creating
a particular image of the movement in press. Autiiso talks about the absence of
the gender approach in the Russian political seiemcile for all Western political
scientists the gender analyses of the social oglsitis essential. That is why the

question of female participation in the Russianitpsl makes not much sense for

people, especially for the male politicians. Koctzialso argues that during the

141 yelena Kudryashova, Natalia Kukarenko “Politichegik Uchastiye Zhenshin v Arkhangelskoy
Oblasti” (“Political Participation of Women in Arkmgelsk Region”), accessed on
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/genderpolicy/arkhandetstm
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elections of 1995 the leaders of political partiesd to demonopolize the female
electorate as well as the sympathies of electavarits the women-politicians. The
political parties started to attract women intoirthedectoral associations and blocs.
Yet these parties did not include women in the fires of their electoral lists, but in
some places having secondary importance creatisg fictitious appearance of
female participation. As a result of such moves ‘omen of Russia’ ceased to
exist as the unique and the only one political moset which could represent the
interests of women in Duma. The result was theiledf electoral votes in favor of
“Women of Russia” and the failure of the movem#éht.

Thus, the truth is that the elections to the Statena of the women-deputies
become less and less numerous. In the Duma ofrteédrm the number of women-
deputies was 13,6 percent of the total number plties, in the second Duma — 10
percent and in the third — 7,9 percent (which isakdo the level of Latin-American
and Muslim countries). There is only one woman imgch major governing position
in the Russian Federation, Valentina Matviyenko w&ahe governor of Saint-
Petersburd® These facts show that on the state level Russiamem are being
gradually removed from the process of making imgoatrpolitical decisions, and that
means that they cannot influence their life ane 6f their children. Together with
the disappearance of the faction of “Women of Raiss the State Duma, women

lost their opportunity to form the basis of thens#ion policies concerning women.

142 velena Kochkina “Vlast v 0,39 Protsentah ot Zhémsi“Power is in 0,39 Percent From
Women”), accessed dritp://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/attqt8df.htm

143yelena Kudryashova, Natalia Kukarenkp, cit, accessed on
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/genderpolicy/arkhandelgm
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The tendency for the decreasing representation ahem in politics adds to the
already existing gender inequality as well as mgiiinvorse.

The problems of gender equality in Russia, espgdialthe political sphere,
are very difficult to solve because of the constwveaelements of the social
consciousness, lack of unity in the Russian fermaterement, and also strong

opposition of male politicians against the femadetipipation.

4.2. The representation of women in the politicahstitutions

In the last decade the increase of civil politeetivity of women in Russia is
observed. The types, methods, levels and formsoofien’s participation in politics
and its intensity could show the specifics and pauties of the gender aspect of the
political culture in Russia. The opportunities tbe political participation of women
depend also on their resources of participatioree fime, money and other material
resources, education, information, knowledge anitlsskaccess to mass media,
membership in political parties and participatiarother social organizations and so
on}** Political participation of women and its orientatimainly depend on women’s
interest in politics, their involvement into theliioal processes and their confidence
in the political system.

Women actively joined the process of party comsion in modern Russia. In
total women make up about 20 percent of the whodéenbership of the political
parties. However the representation of women eértiing party system is not quite

adequate in terms of their numerical compositidrom 2 to 15 percent only. Only

144 yudmila Zavadskayap. cit, accessed amtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/3.htm
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16 percent out of 139 political social associatiamsch have right to participate in
elections are headed by wonén.

Despite their low representation in the rulingtpaystem, the process of the
establishment of mass female organizations is digaiy developing. Women
actively work in the party and social organizatafrdifferent orientations; they also
take part in a variety of political actions, rafljemanifestations and strikes.
Democratic reforms ensured the emergence of newaléermames in the politics and
also activated the participation of the former wonp®liticians. It is quite natural
that women bring to the political activity their owision of problems, psychology,
and style of working which are noticeably differérdm that of the male ones. But
the truth is that politics needs both male and fentmalities. Unfortunately, the
existing organization of the political administaatiis mostly oriented towards men
and does not give women the opportunity to haveifurence on the problems of the
society, state and family and does not ensureige of social orientation for the
society’s development and its democratization. Bddance of social forces and roles
between men and women in Russia is tilting towands. In the election laws there
are new clauses which would imply the direct dieamation of women while at the
same time they do not include the measures whichldvetimulate and support
women’s advancement in the political Iff&.

There exists an equality of the standards in thesRn political legislation
for both men and women yet the equality of oppatiees is quite questionable. On

paper the political rights of Russian women aré dmid rich, but in fact there are

195 «Zhenshiny | Politicheskiye Partii” (“Women and IRical Parties”), accessed onitp:/polit-
hub.spb.ru/p-wom1.html

146 | yudmila Zavadskayayp. cit, accessed afmtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/3.htm

82



very unfavorable tendencies in this realm. In ridfal women maintain to be a
discriminated social group. In the sphere of paditirights, this discrimination is
especially relevant concerning the formation oftpral structures and authorities.

The analyses of the female representation in thiéigad authorities would
present us with the main contours of situatiorwds already mentioned above that
the representation of women deputies in the Stat@dhad a tendency to diminish
through the years. As mentioned above the firgetherms of Duma had only 13, 6,
10 and 7, 9 percent of women respectively in tbeinposition:*’ The percentage of
female representation in the Federal Council feld from 5 percent in 1993 to 0, 5
percent in 1995 and stayed at this last &%l

The situation in the representative bodies of thesin Federation is not any
better. In June 1997 in Russia there were 3600 taspamong which there were
only 337 women (9 percent). In four regions of Bssian Federation — Ryazan,
Kursk, Omsk and Tomsk regions, there was no sifegiteale deputy, but in other 74
regions the male deputies made up the quantity 80nto 99 percent. Out of 5
women who were running for chief executive postdy mne Valentina Bronevich
was elected as the governor of Koryak autonomoes. &viore favorable proportion
of men and women appears in the field of local ésdif self-government; there are
30 women and 69 men. 20, 26 percent of women aaglshef the municipal

bodies!*®

147 Yelena Kudryashova, Natalia Kukarenk. cit, accessed on
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/genderpolicy/arkhandetstm

18 yelena Kochkina “Predstavlennost Zhenshin v Rassiy Organah Vlasti” (“Representation of
Women in the Russian Authorities”), accessedhibp://www.owl.ru/win/books/policy/kochkina.htm

149 yudmila Zavadskayayp. cit, accessed aimtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/3.htm
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The activity of women in the local bodies of sgtivernment is an indicator
that women are closer to real life problems of pe@md a major part of people’s
interest is realized at the local level. This may due to the fact that women
managed to persuade the people to elect themaot bodies of self-government
and as such they are better at convincing theaghtetto promote their interests and
solve their urgent problems.

The low representation of women in the politicalustures is even more
disappointing since Russia is a country with a pneidantly female population. As
it was mentioned above according to the officidbdaf 2009, the total population of
Russia is 141, 9 million people out of which 46qest is men and 54 percent is
women'*° So, if we compare these figures with the resuflysatitical representation
presented above, we can see clearly that the magfrthe country’s population is
not properly represented in the administrativeeystTherefore this segment of the
society cannot stand for its rights and interests iproper way. How would one
expect democracy to develop in such a country?

The problem of gender asymmetry is not only a qoesdf equal political
rights but signifies a very crucial point. Sincelendeputies do not really possess all
the information about the real situation in theioeg, they do not know the real
problems of the women electors (the major parthef électorate). Just to cite one
example:

the average wage of the female worker in the sedalvomen's

industries (light and textile industry) during tlest several years has

been only about 40 percent of the average wagé ilevbe country;
whereas the average in such exclusively "men'ststyg as oil

10 Rossiyskiy Statisticheskiy Yezhegodnik 2009 (Rasstatistical Annual 2009), p. 82
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production has been 360 percent. In other words,eabnomic

legislation developed by the Russian parliamemn, (tastoms, credit,

and finance legislation) objectively contributeghie preservation and

aggravation of gender inequality, because it isedirat creating more

favorable conditions for "men's”, rather than "wars® industries:>!

Thus the disproportion of the women’s represemiatin the power
authorities leads to a situation where the intemdsthe major part of Russian
population is not appropriately represented intali administration.

The obvious manifestation of the gender asymmesttkie decline of the level
of the representation of women in the executive kgislative power structures.
Among the factors that form obstacles against wdsnparticipation into politics,
those created by men are not the only ones; intlee@ are also those that are
related to women’s own conditions. For instands itlear that the representation of
women in the superior power authorities is relad@ectly to the quality of their
background which would allow them to work with dignin this field. While
women have the same level education and sometineeshegher levels of education
than their male counterparts; they do not possefdliall the electoral technologies
(methods for being elected), special qualificationpolitical science, state building,

law, psychology and such fields. Moreover, the aesde shows that women in

general possess the less political awareness teanfor example:

women usually demonstrate limited awareness — afoytnotions:
starting with quite “traditional” ones that weredely spread in Soviet
times (patriotism, internationalism, nuclear detroe, extremism,
prestige of country) and with those notions comiittg the lexicon of

151 gyetlana Aivazova and Grigory Kertman “Men and Weonat the Elections: Gender Analysis of
the Electoral Campaigns of 1999 and 2000 in Rusaiegessed on
http://www.owl.ru/eng/books/election/chapterl.ht@w#l
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mass-media recently (compromising, deputy’s inidity, rating,

inauguration, totalitarian stat&?

Also the disunity of the female movement shouldrmuded as one of the
factors contributing to the low representation afsBlan women in politics. The
elections in the State Duma in 1995 clearly shoat #tl female movements tried to
represent themselves separately in Duma and therefane of them managed to
pass the 5 percent limit.

What can be the other reasons for gender asymméich is not related with
women directly but interfere with their politicaktavity? A prominent Russian
researcher Lyudmila Zavadskaya proposes an extyeinétresting and useful
analysis of the guarantees of equality of rightsngihn and women in the electoral
process that helps to understand the externalmeadayender asymmetry. Under the
term “guarantee” Zavadskaya means:

the conditions and the means that provide womeh thig possibility

to use their political rights claimed in the Congion and in laws.

Conditions are the political regime in which theations are realized,

and the level of correspondence of the official stiational and

legislative declarations to the political realitfeans are the

mechanism and material resources that provide womitdnthe equal

rights and possibilities in the electoral procEss.

According to Zavadskaya the system of guarantemstams political,
organizational, material, socio-ethical and ledig&a means which give women

equality in the process of elections. Then the lschgives examples of different sets

of guarantees. Political guarantees can be listetha democratic quality of the

132 syetlana Aivazova “Zhenshiny na Randevu s Rossiydkemokratiyey” (“Women at a Randevu
with Russian Democracy”), accessednbip://www.owl.ru/win/books/democracy/partl.htm

133 | yudmila Zavadskayayp. cit, accessed aimtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/3.htm
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process of nominating one’s candidature for theutiép post, the freedom of the
pre-election campaigning; organizational guarantaesbe listed as assistance to the
candidate in organizing the meetings with electansl accessing the necessary
information depending on the organizations andtingins that are situated on the
territory of the electoral district; material guatees are establishing an electoral
fund for the candidate; and finally socio-ethicalagantees are social justice and
consciencé>

Now, having defined all these guarantees, theowWoilg logical question
emerges: so what kinds of obstacles exist for tben@n of Russia on the way to
become a deputy? Generally, women are being extldcan the number of
successful candidates, because they possess fesmirces than men — financial,
organizational, and informational. In terms of ficang, women possess fewer
opportunities than men. This can be proved thraaugimple analysis of how much
money female candidates can spend for advertiseoreitvV and mass-media (as
these two means are accepted to be the most itillemay of propaganda).
According to the research of Zavadskaya, the “WonoénRussia” spent for
advertisement the smallest sum (only 145 thousatidrd) while their time on the
air was the shortest (55 minutes) in comparisoh wiher political parties. Some of
the candidates even had to confine themselvesing tise free time on air, which is
prescribed by the lai?>

The informational possibilities of women are disaer than that of the other

parties and movements. Besides women are alwaysl faith many difficulties

% |bid.

155 | bid.
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while trying to organize meetings with their cohsncy, as enterprises and
institutions refuse to provide them even a venueife meetings. Such cases turn out
to be a real abuse of the right of female candsdabece according to the electoral
laws the subjects of the electoral district areigaal to provide them help in
organizing meetings with their constituency.

The most important and difficult problem for femalandidates is financing,
as it is a central point in an electoral campaiBnt unfortunately women are
deprived of any support from financial and comnarenterprises. In the 1990s the
expenses for elections were not so high and woreidananage using their own
savings, money given by the state and small supgpam the private firms. But
nowadays it is not possible to take part in thectedas if a candidate does not
possess a considerable sum of money; and the cesoaf women in this case are
very limited.

Another negative factor influencing women’s papt&tion in the elections is
the existence of certain stereotypes about the wEmeain responsibility before the
society (to be a mother and care about home antathiéy). Such stereotypes have
formed in the minds of people through ages; thishyg they are not easy to discredit
and they hamper women'’s social self-realizatiom ivisible way. The evolutionary
theory of sex of one Russian biologist Vigen Gegdakreflects another stereotype
which is about the gender problems. Geodakyan wiodkg a theory in which he
tried to show that in the world of biology the fdmanimal units are always attached

to their traditions, which they conserve and trytt develop, while the male animal
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units usually bring progress and mutate edsflyn a parallel manner people in
Russia (especially male ones) sometimes intendhitd that only men are active,
bring some new ideas and are capable to changeediiey. As others this is just
another stereotype that forms an obstacle on tlysofvaomen.

Another point is the absence of actually effectarel authoritative female
organizations and movements in the country whiahiccact in unity and harmony
while capturing the attention of society and poiéns as well as of the state to
gender problems. A long history of discriminatiayaanst women does not disappear
quickly and still affects the way that people thenkd act. But still the politics is the
first element which plays a major role in organgzthe conditions of people’s lives,
so if the term “gender” is accepted in politics ahé gender problems would be
solved at this level, this could give hope for thgrovement of women’s status in
society in whole.

According to an opinion poll conducted in Rus$ia2D04 inquiring on the
question “What do you think, is it possible thatte nearest 10-20 years the post of
president will be taken by a woman?” the majorityRoissians answered positively.
Women gave a positive answer more often than mdn(%B percent against 51
percent). However the same poll also reveals thattaone third of Russians think

that is it impossible for a woman to become a piersi’>’ The majority of Russians

1% Vigen Geodakyan “Evolutsionnaya Teoriya Pola” (Mfwionary Theory of Sex”) Journal
“Priroda” (“Nature”), Vol. 8, 1991, accessed on
http://vivovoco.rsl.ru/VV/PAPERS/NATURE/VV_SC30W.HT

157 “Mneniye Rossiyskih Izbirateley v Voprose o Vozrhopsti Izbraniya na Post Prezidenta
Zhenshiny” (“The Opinion of the Russian Electorstbae Question of the Possibility of Election of a
Woman to the Post of President”) Online Journal WboElections, accessed on
http://izbiratel.ru/personalii/’2006/09/25/jenshimtanl
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found it reasonable to vote for a woman who becomeandidate for the post of
presidency. Another striking result of the poll eals that it is often those women
with a higher education who answered the questasitigely. The respondents have
two main arguments — it is not the gender of a whad, but his/her qualities,
political views and ability of management that amportant. In this case a woman
who has special merits like wisdom, responsibiltsacticality, intuition and proper
management skills can bring more stability andlmamore attentive to the problems
of the society. Moreover such respondents rely lom principle of the gender
equality. Some of them are also interested to dest would happen with a woman
ruling the country. Despite those favoring a worsanile, more than a quarter of
Russians do not believe in a woman'’s ability teeraver the country. According to
such respondents politics is not women’s businege svomen are not capable to do
this job. They also think that Russia needs a gtrating hand of a man. Some of
them do not see any strong candidates among fepaditecians and they doubt if
such candidates can appear in the nearest ftitire.

As it can be concluded from the above-mentionemhiop poll, it is still
possible for women to be elected to the ruling past politics, but for the real
success of women many things should be done fointpeovement of the electoral
system. Among those measures that could help inmpyothe system are the
following: improvement of the existing electoragiglation; creation of an effective
mechanism of promoting women to the power autlexiton all levels; gender

education for men and women; formation of a positeocial climate for female

1% Fond Obshestvennoye Mneniye (Fund of Public Opini®pros Naseleniya “Mozhet |i Zhenshina
Stat Presidentom Rossii?” (Opinion Poll “Can a WanBecome a President of Russia?”), accessed
on http://bd.fom.ru/report/cat/pres/dof040501
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candidates; special training for women in the posawghorities; changing the role of
women in family; promoting women to responsibletpdsom where they can start
their political careet®®

Another reason for the proportional representabbrmen and women in
politics is the difference of the hierarchy of irsts of both genders. For men the
hierarchy of interests is approximately the followi first business, then trade and
finances, then national security. For women itoalty different: it starts with the
social security of the population, then public beachildren, ecology, and then
peace on earth. As it can be seen the categorieseoést of both genders are totally
different, so it could be logical to suppose theg tepresentation of both genders in

politics could provide an environment that satsfigll these interests that are

important regardless of the gender they belon§%o.

19| yudmila Zavadskayap. cit.,accessed ohttp://www.owl.ru/win/books/zavadskaya/3.htm

180 Syetlana Polenina “Ispolzovaniye Mezhdunarodnogav#& v Prodvizhenii Zhenshin v Hode
Vyborov” (“Use of the International Legislation f&¥omen’s Promotion in Elections”), accessed on
http://www.owl.ru/library/022t.htm
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CHAPTER 5
WOMEN'’S SOCIAL PROBLEMS: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND

WOMEN TRAFFICKING IN RUSSIA

The social problems are always very hard and diffissues for Russian
women. The sharpest ones are the problems of dmméstence and women
trafficking, that is why this chapter is dedicatedan analysis of the real scales of
these massive problems. In order to fight againgt @oblem, the most important

point is to analyze it thoroughly in order not tederestimate the situation.

5.1. Domestic violence: a social or a private probin?

One of the most urgent problems that women fadeussia is violence, both
at home and on the streets. In the mass consceaighe violence usually is
represented as a stereotype — only physical outnpga personality. But this is a
narrow approach. Actually, violence always existd & everywhere and it appears
as a social phenomenon which means the discrimimati personality and family,
infringement of their rights and freedoms. Violerasts in open and hidden forms
in all spheres of social life — political, economapiritual and domestic. It has a
universal character and any human or any familybesnome its object, regardless of

their social status, level of life and place ofidesce’®*

181 Galina Sillaste “Nasiliye v Obshestve | Bezopasi@emyi” (“Violence in Society and Security of
Family”)/ Klub “Realisty”. Informatsionno-analiti@skiy Bulleten (Club “Realists”, Informational
Analytical Bulletin). Moscow, 1997. P. 21
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The most serious part of the problem connecteddiemnce in Russia is that
the domestic violence has very large scales. Bhathy it is regarded as the initial
factor which provokes violence in other spheresamfial life as well (rape, murders
etc.). Hence, it is very important to bring somghti on the problem of domestic
violence from which millions of women suffer.

The victims of domestic violence are usually chéldr women and aged
people. There are four main types of domestic wicde 1) physical (beating, damage
of domestic property and other); 2) sexual (rapagelcsexual acts, refuse to have sex
and other); 3) emotional (permanent critics, huatiibn, insults, manipulation, threat
and other); 4) economic (economic pressure to anattember of family, attempts
to deprive wife or husband of economic means angséothem, or to manipulate by
the use of moneyf?

In Russia there are no concrete statistics whicluldvaecord the data
concerning the women victims of domestic violer8et there are general statistics
on victims of crimes from which it can be concludkdt it is the women who suffer
from violence most. There is also some general cataerning domestic violence. It
is seen once in every four Russian family. In 1988 in every ten crime was
committed for the reasons of jealousy, as resultgadrrels and psychological
compulsion. 20-30 percent of murders occur in feasilEvery year about 14.000 of

women are murdered by their husbands, about 2Gre commit suicide®?

1824v/idy Nasiliya” (“Types of Violence”), accessed on
http://www.harmony.baikal.ru/center/types.htm

183 «gtatistika Svidetelstvuet” (“Statistics Witnes§esiccessed on
http://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/str_6r.htm
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Psychologists describe the classical cycle of titerielations of partners,
when a woman is subjected to violence and insult$yree phases:

Tension — some separate flashes of insults. Wamaally react calmly; try
to clear the air and to defend their status infémeily. Both partners can justify the
behavior of a man by his reaction to stress atwosk etc. With the growth of
tension the abilities of a woman to balance becoma&ker and weaker. At this stage
it is extremely important for a woman to find suppend help.

Strong violence — tension in its most negative fofime feelings of anger are
SO strong that a woman cannot deny that they desfpégt her. Woman feels the
approaching of such situation beforehand and har &d depression grow. This
phase exists because a man chooses the violent diypelations. After the
commitment of violence men usually deny the seness of the act of violence, and
women go to police and seek for medical help. Ad¢ #tage woman should realize
that she should hide away from the expected vi@gesice should call for help.

“Honey moon” — during this phase man can be kioging, and guilty and
promises not to repeat the violence, or to accusmam of provocation of violence.
At this stage the woman is happy and believesttit@man will change. This is the
time when it is very difficult to go away and leatles man, but it is necessary to
remember that if violence occurred once, it isljike continue'®*

Russian sociologists mark out the following mairmaretteristics of the

phenomenon of domestic violence in Russia:

184 Martynova O.S. “Nasiliye v Semye” (“Domestic Viokee”), accessed on
http://www.psyonline.ru/books/author/dictionary/T37
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1. The level of the physical violence against women family
decreases with the increase of the family’s incomes

2. The lower the level of women’s education, the nibesy become
the victims of the physical violence from their baads/partners.

3. The lower is the prestige of the women’s professiba more they
become subject to violence: women-workers and eyepl®
without special education, unemployed people antsipeers are
more often violated than women having prestigioustevcollar
professions.

4. Taking into account the high level of economic\attiof Russian
women, the level of physical violence is highertire families
with traditional lifestyle (woman is a housewifedaman earns the
living), and the level is lower in the families wheman and
woman distribute the responsibilities evenly.

5. The more the scandals in the family (such as verbal
aggressiveness), are higher the possibility of ighisviolence
towards women?>

The worst side of the problem is that in Russia rot widely appropriate to

go to a psychologist for help. Women hardly canrcome the problem of violence.
The Russian society also does not favor the solwirigis problem. The society does
not regard the manhandling of husbands as thendel@gainst the personality of
women'® Besides the well-known Russian proverb “Beatingnselove”, there also

exists a widespread and popular point of view thatwives of the husband-violators
are guilty themselves, because they could not éingood way to approach their

husbands. The man is regarded to be some mariowhitsh is provoked by a

woman. Such an attitude of society convinces thearothat the only person who is

185 Aleksandr Lysova “Fizicheskoye Nasiliye nad Zheham Rossiyskih Semyah” (“Physical
Violence against Wives in Russian Families'$btsialniye Islledovaniya (Social Researches).
Moscow, 2008, # 9, p. 124

186 Svetlana Geger “Nasiliye v Semye: Byet - Znatlyibit?” (“Domestic Violence: Beats Means
Loves?”), accessed dnitp://www.myjane.ru/articles/text/?id=1550
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guilty is herself. Sometimes a husband beats hfe wi front of his friends or
relatives, and nobody tries to stop him as peopiesicler it to be a normal process of
punishing her for some faultg’

The other negative aspect is the belief that thablpms within families
should not be shown out to the society and kepgtiwithe family. Another Russian
proverb says: “Do not wash your dirty linen in gabl This is why the majority of
the victims of domestic violence do not even applyhe police. There are two other
difficulties which stand as obstacles for women lgipg to law-enforcement
agencies. The first is that to prove the guilthd husband a woman should go to the
clinic of her district in the company of two witrees to register the beats. But at the
clinic the doctors require passport and usually wheoman escapes from her
enraged husband she does not think about takingassport but rather tries to save
her life. So the next day the bruises and brokereb@re not there anymore for the
registration of the beating, as the extremities lzaadaged and the bruises pass.
There was a case when a very popular Russian sWaeria was beaten by her
husband, she ran away from home and went to a ¢briegister the beating, but did
not have her passport with her. The doctors refuge@gister the incident despite
the fact they recognized h&F The scaring reality is that even a very successidl

well-known woman is beaten and treated indiffegemtbncerning the problem of

187 ina Rozovskaya “Za Zakrytoy Dveryu: Nasiliye RvaZhen v Rossii” (“Behind the Closed Door:
Violence Against Women in Russia”), accessed on
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/russian/talking_point/ne&lvgd097000/7097276.stm

18847vezd Tozhe Byut” (“Stars are Also Beat”), acason
http://www.bbc.co.uk/russian/avconsole/bb_wm_fsmdBtedirect=fs.shtml&lang=ru&nbram=1&nb
wm=1&bbwm=1&bbram=1&ws_pathtostory=http://www.bbg.gk/russian/avnews/avfile/2007/10/&
bbcws=1&ws storyid=071031 wv_valeria
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violence. The second difficulty is that in the Rasslegislation there is no special
law for the prevention or punishment of domestiolamce. So even if woman
applies to the police, there is no appropriateclartfor the beating husband, and
usually the policemen refuse to take such casestendpplication gets lost in the

pile of similar ones.

Ludmila, the mother of two children, the employar the law-

enforcement agency, tells how police treats sugbliGgiions. She
stayed for a month in the hospital after being éedty her husband.
“During all that time the district police officemvestigator and my
ex-husband were trying to explain me, that | amdyhere, but there
IS no needlgg open the case. And | should not éecoupied with it or

publish it”.

The law on the prevention of domestic violenceadseexists not only in the
countries of Europe, but also in some of the past«® Republics such as Ukraine,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. But Russian governmess dhot even plan to pass
such a law. In 1996 and 1999 in the State Dumeethexs a bill brought to the
attention titled “On the prevention of the domesimence”.

The bill of the law defines the basis of the jucaliregulation

in the sphere of socio-juridical defense from damesiolence:

preventive activity of social services on the ehiation of the threat of

domestic violence by means of social services, ggreon of the

repeated domestic violence, solution of the diffitifelike situation,
which created the threat of domestic violehCe.

189 4|storiya Lyudi” (“The History of Lyuda”), accesdeon
http://www.bbc.co.uk/russian/avconsole/bb_wm_fsmdBtedirect=fs.shtml&lang=ru&nbram=1&nb
wm=1&bbwm=1&bbram=1&ws_pathtostory=http://www.bbg.gk/russian/avnews/avfile/2007/11/&
bbcws=1&ws_storyid=071116 st pete 1 redo

170«Op Osnovah Sotsialno-Pravovoy Zashity ot Nasilydemye (Zakonoproekt)” (“On the Basis of
Socio-Juridical Defense from Domestic Violence (Lamv Draft)”), accessed ornttp://www.a-
Z.ru/women/texts/str_44r.htm
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However, it could not pass the first reading. Ae thitiators of the bill
explained, the deputies were scared to interfethémprivate life of Russiart$® But
the main reason for the refusal to pass the lawhésdenial of the problem of
violence as a serious problem by the State Dumabtred governmental authorities.
They proceed from the official statistics, but hsere is no statistics on domestic
violence and women do not leave their applicationgolice as they know it is
useless, the government comes to a completely weonglusion that the law is
unnecessary. The law on violence is vital, butaheve mentioned law was a little
weak, because it considered only physical violemdele there is also psychological
one; the law did not declare the defense of theqmality rights but only help in a
difficult situation. The bill had some kind of peetious character, as it was too
general, but in fact it needed to describe all ghecess of defending women and
prevention of violence against them in det4il.

So what can a female victim of domestic violencetalget any help in her
difficult situation? There exist crisis centersRassia where women can go and ask
for help, or even stay for some time while the gisirget better in her family. Such
centers provide victims with juridical and psychgit@al help. But the problem is that
the number of such centers is extremely small ¥ tawl crisis centers for the victims

of domestic violence existed in whole Russia in7198 2007 this number increased

171 Aleksandra Sheveleva “Zashiti Sebya Sama: Zak®omashnem Nasilii ne Nuzhen?” (“Defend
Yourself: Is the Law on the Domestic Violence Uneesary?”, accessed on
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/russian/russia/newsid_D0867086482.stm

172 Nadezhda Shvedova “Ofitsialniye Dokumenty RF o iNag“Official Documents of Russian
Federation on Violence”) / Dostiheniya i Nahodkiriisniye Tsentry Rossii (Achievements and
Finds: Crisis Centers in Russia). Moscow, 19983.
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to 22 governmental crisis centErs but taking into account the scales of the
problems, such number is negligibly small but sillleast the women in the big
cities can escape. There are also some non-govetahegisis centers which try to
help women to overcome the difficult stage in tHeies. It is interesting that the
policies of governmental and non-governmental aenten the maintenance of
families in which there is domestic violence is qbetely different. The
governmental centers, having the Soviet legacyaokciousness about the family as
a social unit and the necessity of preservingryt,td save families by all means,
usually organizing psychological consultations withth wife and husband. But the
point of view of hon-governmental centers is tliahere is domestic violence, such
family cannot be healthy and happy so there isamailf to save-"

There are also hot-line services where women clrirca crisis situation.
The main goals of the hot-line services are thevgargon of crisis situations and
their reduction. The hot-line gives psychologicahsulting and urgent psychological
help; it also gives references to other serviceghvban help the people in need in a
more qualified and full way’>

The problem of violence is very deep, and the tesfithis problem not only
affects the women exposed to domestic violencealsd creates psychologically

invalid children and society in whole. The proce$scriminalization of family is

3 Lina Rozovskaya “Za Zakrytoy Dveryu: Nasiliye RvaZhen v Rossii” (“Behind the Closed Door:
Violence Against Women in Russia”), accessed on
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/russian/talking_point/n&lvg097000/7097276.stm

7% |bid.

17> Marina Dubrovskaya “Telefon Doveriya: Sovety Sjmista” (“Hot-line Service: Advices of
Specialist”)/ Kak Sozdat Krizisniy Tsentr Dlya Ztsttn (How to Create a Crisis Center for Women).
Moscow, 1995. P. 42
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going on; there is an increasing emergence of sigle of life which accepts
violence, alcoholism, drug addiction as norms dfidwor which passes from one
generation to anothéf® The reaction of the government to the violenceirega
women at home, as well as outside, is tolerancseith “methods” of male behavior.
The government’s inactivity indicates a refusaltted humanistic beginning in the
personality and leads to the degradation and destruction-’’

Domestic violence becomes a tragedy for many peapl# destroys the
fundamental basis of the society’s security. Thisbfem should be solved to save
the Russian society from degradation and stressl these two processes are a

reality right now:

“This is not life, this is constant stress. Now evEyou don’t
want to, you are going to hurt somebody, and yomtvbe able to
understand how this occurs. Life became so diffiauiwas not like
this before. There is an overall hopelessness, wéuatwe say. Our
mood is always very low now.” (51 years old margiraer}’®

5.2. Women trafficking and prostitution as a new l@or market

Today the problem of human trafficking provokesgdnxiety as thousands of

women and children are being taken abroad for $exmdoitation and forced labor.

176 Tatyana Sidorenkova “Nasiliye v Semye: ChastnogéoDli Sotsialnya Problema?” (“Domestic
Violence: Private Buisiness or Social Problem?tessed on
http://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/str_12r.htm

"7 Nadezhda Shvedova “O Nekotoryh Sovremennyh Tesijat Zhenskogo Dvizheniya v Rossii”
(“About Some Contemporary Tendencies of the Womdtosement in Russia”fProsto o Slozhnom:
Gendernoye Prosvesheniye (In Simple Words AbofitifThings: Gender Educationaccessed on
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/easygender/part4 _3.html

1”8 Tatyana Klimenkova “Realizatsiya Prava GrazhdanSwabodu ot Nasiliya” (“Realization of
Citizens’ Rights for Freedom from Violence”), aceed on
http://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/klimenr.htm#:)
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The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Tkaify in Persons especially
Women and Children supplementing the United Natidenvention against

Transnational Organized Crime, defines the hunafidking in the following way:

“Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitmetansportation,
transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by medrike threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion, of abductioof, fraud, of
deception, of the abuse of power or of a positibnutnerability or of
the giving or receiving of payments or benefitathieve the consent
of a person having control over another person,ttier purpose of
exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a mmmum, the
exploitation of the prostitution of others or othierms of sexual
exploitation, forced labor or services, slaverypoactices similar to
slavery, servitude or the removal of orgaffs.

For specifying more of the forms of human traffiedgi the following

ones could be marked:

- Human trafficking especially of women and childrerith the
aim of their sexual exploitation;

- Human trafficking with the aim of exploitation dase labor;

- Human trafficking, especially of children and indsl, with the
aim of begging;

- Marriages with the aim of exploitation;

- Human trafficking with the aim of compulsion to sugate
motherhood, reproductive functions;

- Human trafficking with the aim of transplantatiof @rgans
and tissues;

- Human trafficking with the aim of illegal adoption;

- Human trafficking with the aim of using in armedrfations;

- Using the soldiers and prisoners for forced lafidr.

79 protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffickn Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agaimahsnational Organized Crime, Article 3. Use
of Terms/ United Nations Convention against Tratisnal Organized Crime and the Protocols
Thereto. New York, 2004. P. 42

180 Torgovlya Lyudmi v Rossiyskoy Federatsii. ObzoAmaliz Tekushey Situatsii po Probleme

(Human Trafficking in Russian Federation. Obsepratiand Analysis of the Current Situation
Concerning the Problem). Moscow, 2006. P. 25-26
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According to the data as presented on the siteivif €' the overall number
of women and children taken away from home and &oklavery every year in the
whole world reaches to a million people. The folilogvfactors influence the increase
in this phenomenon: globalization of economics amlease of the labor mobility
and migration, increase of demand for so calleivgpe services” in the developed
countries, increasing level of unemployment amormgnen, increasing number of
users of Internet which is not practically contedllby the law and easy to be used

for criminal purpose$®?

The phenomenon of sex trafficking in Russia appkafgout 17 years ago,
this was a time when criminal activities in the otyy increased after the collapse of
the Soviet Union. During these years a whole netvadrstructures working for the
recruitment of citizens with the aim of their sekeaploitation abroad emerged in
the country. The organized crime took the businester control. According to the
data of law enforcement authorities, the criminalugs operate in Russian big cities
— first of all in Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, Yekatiburg, Kaliningrad, Khabarovsk
and Vladivostok®?

The Central and Eastern European countries, inofutlie territory of

the former Soviet Union, rank second after SoutbtB&ia in regards

to the scale of trafficking in human beings: 179,0@omen are taken
out of this area a year for the purpose of humaitfi¢dking. One third

181 A project, which was launched under the chairmameh Russia and uniting Russia, USA, Great
Britain, France, Japan, Germany, Canada and Itag/;aim of the project is to discuss the urgent
problems of world development, work out recommeiotigtand proposals for summits

182 Borba Protiv Torgovli Lyudmi (Fight Against the khan Trafficking), accessed on
http://www.civilg8.ru/5931.php

183 Aleksandr Danilkin “Seks Traffik Otdyha ne ZnayétSex Trafficking Does not Rest”), accessed
on http://www.trud.ru/article/10-09-2005/93438_selkafitt_otdyxa _ne_znaet.html

102



to one-fifth of this figure comprises of women frothe Russian
Federation, i.e. roughly 57,750 to 35,000 womeear §*

Russia has become not only a big supplier of wormed children to the
slavery market, but also a region where the intemaman trafficking is very
developed. According to the official data of thenMiry of Internal Affairs in Russia
about 150 thousand women are involved in sexuairf&B Even though this number
could be underestimated as sexual labor, it iscditfto have concrete statistics. The
characteristics of women involved in sexual labaryvaccording to regions. In
Kazan the major part of sex-workers are unemplayesingle mothers, in Tomsk —
students of regional universities, in Novosibirsidd@arnaul — drug addicts. Usually
the majority of women, working as sex workers ig bities are migrants from other
countries or little towns and villages of Rus$a.

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union womentatss became unstable in
the social stratum so the criminals succeededkimdgathe situation in their hands.
Russian women were obliged to migrate to otheeibr countries with the hope
that they could find a job there. The most impdrfactors influencing the female
emigration from Russia and spreading of human ittaffg are difficult socio-

economic situation (34,7 percent of country’'s pagioh is behind the poverty

184 Human Trafficking in the Russian Federation. Irteeyand Analysis of the Current Situation and
Responses. UN Report. Moscow, 2006, P. 12

185\ MVD Rossii Proshla Press-Konferentsiya “Protiegstviye Torgovle Lyudmi na Sovremennom
Etape. Problemy Viyavleniya i Rassledovaniya Prdstiy v Sfere Torgovli Lyudmi” (The Press
Conference “The Opposition to the Human Trafficking the Modern Stage. The Problems of
Revelation and Investigation of the Crimes in thmndin of Human Trafficking” passed in the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia), accessat o
http://www.mvd.ru/mvd/structure/unit/komitet/pulditons/show_47655/

18 Torgovlya Lyudmi v Rossii i VICH/SPID (Human Trafking in Russia and HIV/AIDS), accessed
on http://www.aids.ru/aids/trade.html
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line)'®”: low level of salary; impossibility to find a joldifficulties of professional
self-fulfillment; discrimination by employers; miglance on the Russian marriage
market (impossibility to find a good husband in themeland)*® general
demoralization of the Russian population (during pinocess of social and economic
reforms in the mass media the atmosphere of cynieied lack of discipline, the
youth accepted the style of permissiveness andiderof traditional values); the
presence of strong economic base for shady busigessiption and absence of
professionalism among authorities who are supptsegksist to the crimes of human
trafficking; absence of law-enforcement structuredich would fight with
trafficking; latent character of the problem offticking (when victims do not apply
to the police)'®

Women who emigrate from Russia could be divided fatir groups according
to their motivation and aims of emigration:

The first group is composed of women who emigratth eredominantly
economic motives, aiming to find an employment adicm to their specialization.
However, there are many obstacles for them; in ntatries it is very difficult to
find a job without possessing the language of tioaintry, sometimes it is necessary
to get a supplementary education or confirm thesRmsdiploma. Thus, Russian

women emigrating this way are usually employedhi@a $phere of social services,

187 prichiny Rassprostraneniya Treffika v Rossii (Remsof Trafficking’s Spreading in Russia)/
Treffiking v Rossii. Resheniye Problemy (Traffigkim Russia. Solvation of the Problem).
Chelyabinsk, 2002. P. 11

18 Sergey Ryazantsev “Emigratsiya Zhenshin iz RoséEmigration of Women from Russia”),
accessed ohttp://www.demographia.ru/articles_N/index.html|?#R&idArt=1785

189 prichiny Rassprostraneniya Treffika v Rossii (Reasof Trafficking’s Spreading in Russiayp.
cit., p. 12
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domestic services, public health, entertainmentustry and sexual services.
Women-migrants are the most discriminated partidpadf labor relations. They
usually find jobs in informal, shadowy and crimizad segments of employment
and this is why female labor migration became aezohincreased risk and mass
violation of human right$®

The second group is women who are eager to mafoyeggner. As research
show, nearly the half of all emigrating women walatstay abroad for a long time,
and 20 percent of them hope to do that by marrg@nfpreigner. The marriage
emigration became a mass flow of women from Rugsiaording to some unproved
but possible data, Russian brides bring up to Billens of US dollars of annual
benefit. According to the data of American Ministf/ Justice, for the last decade
75.000 brides emigrated from Russia to USA andfthis is increasing. In Internet
there are 600 American and 200 Russian dating &getitat are operating. Among
other popular directions of marriage emigrationr¢h&re Germany, Italy, France and
Turkey. Russian women seeking for a foreign huspdigtiting for their social
welfare, and foreigners use them to improve theitus in society (white women are
always in fashion) or to exploit them as they wish.

The third group is women who desire to see the dvarid get possible “easy
money”. Such women are usually guided by emotibns,not by rational motives.

They focus on advertisements and information frooguaintances about “big

1% velena Tyuryukanova “Seks-Ekspluatatsiya Zhenshigrantov: Legitimizatsiya Nasilstvennyh
Praktik” (“Sexual Exploitation of Women-Migrantsegitimization of Violence Practices”), accessed
on http://owl.ru/win/womplus/2004/01_07.htm

191 Olga Mahovskaya “Braki s Inostrantsami: Igry beail” (“Marriages with Foreigners: Games
with No Rules”), accessed dnitp://owl.ru/win/womplus/2003/01_10.htm
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possibilities of easy money abroad”. These womeplyafior work as waiters,
strippers, dancers, with the hope to earn moneskéyuand return hom&?

The last and fourth is the group of women who aitally oriented to a job in
the sex services sector. According to the datahefRrosecutor’s Office in Russia
there is a stable increase of the number of womlem ave involved in prostitution.
For example in 2004 the number of factors for imeahent in prostitution was five
times greater than the number of cases in 200&adny countries about a million
women from the CIS countries work in the sphereepfertainment and sexual
services, among them there are 300-400 thousanBsigsfian girls. Russian women
work as prostitutes in more than 50 different caestof Europe, East Asia, Middle
East and North America. According to BBC in 200bath50 thousand of Russian
women were involved in prostitution in the courdrigf Western Europe and about

50 thousand in China and South-East A&fa.

The overall rush for the material welfare and sgrdesire of Russian women
to live and work abroad left thousands of trusd#ot naive women in an extremely
difficult and awful situation where they became tetims of human trafficking. Of
course, a certain number of women accepting suspmdgob offers understand that
they are likely to be involved in the sex industut there are young girls who are
naive and may not be smart or educated enougletdhfe trick in all that deal. The
trafficking dealers use the naivety of girls toptrdhem by different means and by

sophisticated lies. One of the methods of recruitimehich is used by the dealers, is

192 Sergey Ryazantsev “Nashi Zhenshiny Pokidayut 8trgfOur Women Leave the Country”),
accessed ohttp://archive.russia-today.ru/2008/no_06/06_deraphy.htm

193 | pid.
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the advertisement in newspapers or on the intemeeproposing a good job not
requiring high qualifications. Recruiters promiseod salaries to young and beautiful
women, who are ready to work abroad as waiters,catan babysitters or
housewives. Often the criminals use the firms opleyment or model agencies for
cover. The girls are sometimes recruited on theityegompetitions and even during
“the career days” in universities. The processeafuitment is difficult, the lies are
thoroughly thought as it is necessary to convirfee dirls that the opportunity of
employment is red?™

Another method of recruitment goes through thendadgencies, which are
sometimes called “bride by mail”, or internatiorgdting services. Many of these
agencies work through the Internet. The recruitese the international dating
services for the search of women who want to travedmigrate. This way the sex
industry exists in several forms. The recruitens ba dealers themselves or they can
work for the dealers. A woman meets a man who pesnio marry her, but this man
uses her for some time and then sells her to thinsestry*°

And finally, the most cynical method of recruitnhen girls — through friends
and acquaintances. Many women become the victiniafficking with the consent
of their husbands, partners and relatives who getay for this. The phenomenon of

“second wave” is also widespread when traffickedn@&a return home for the

recruitment of other women — friends, sisters, e

19 Prodannaya Nevesta. Fond Nezavisimogo Radiovegha@old Bride. Fund of Independent
Broadcasting), accessed lattp://owl.ru/win/womplus/2003/01_11.htm

19 |bid.

198 | pid.
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The attitude in society towards the victims of ficking is shocking — people
usually think that these women are guilty themselas they were not careful

enough, although this can happen to anyone.

As one victim had indicated:

“This night | felt for the first time what it means be a prostitute. |
had to serve to 8 men. | was racked by fear anchehAfter each date
| was taking a shower, but | couldn’t clean the nitain my soul.
During the next four months | was forced to have wé&h hundreds
and hundreds of Israeli men. Young, old, fat, déigng... Soldiers,
husbands, clergy... Nobody was interested if | wask or had
menstruation. | was forced to work to escape th@ighument... The
clients called us Natasha. They never asked olimesae. For them
we are all Natashas. This is their sexual fantdlgse jerks came into

living room and cried with stupid smile: “Natasha!”as we were

some Russian dolls. We were supposed to meet thgnsmile” **’

There are thousands of similar stories and it ipassible to remain
indifferent towards this problem. But what could #éene to save the victims of
human trafficking and prevent other girls from thbtless decisions? Unfortunately,
although there is a law which specifies the crirhinssponsibility for human
trafficking, it is still very difficult to find theguilty persons, as the criminal
authorities and mafia stand for their businessntbst profitable after drug and arms
trafficking. The victims also continue to keep thsilence, as they are usually
threatened to be killed in the case of revelatibhere remains hope that new
generations can learn a lesson from the sad stiribeir compatriots.

The above mentioned problems of violence and tlafig lead to the general

changing of the character of social environmentictviis serious and dangerous, as

197 prodayutsya Natashi. Nedorogo (“Natashas soldagheaccessed on
http://criminalnaya.ru/publ/74-1-0-846
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the high risk level and aggressiveness provokeetinergence of the destructive
tendencies in the life of society. The people réacuch changes by different forms
of deviations; the most dangerous of them is theeme way of self-destruction —
suicide. The number and the level of suicides seme of the most important
indicators of the social, economic, political anehational condition of society.

According to the data of the World OrganizatiorHgfalth Care, 20 suicides per 100
thousand people per year are considered to berit@lcpoint. Russian statistics
show that every year Russians commit up to 55 #mdissuicides, 40 per 100
thousand people. The interesting fact is that m Tisarist Russia the number of
proportion was 2, 7 suicides per 100 thousand pedpit the number started to
increase during Soviet era and in 1995-2003 500si#wad people committed suicide
in Russia”® Numbers are deterrent and need to be taken shridhsse statistics

show that Russian society has very destructive rmeghtive characteristics and
moods, people cannot be happy in such conditiomseover they do not want to
live. It is necessary that Russian government takeasures for amelioration of the
social environment and security, as well as fohtiigg against really existing and

pressing social problems.

198 yekaterina Ushakova “Suitsidalniye Riski” (“SuieicRisks”)/ Sotsialniye Islledovaniya (Social
Researches). Moscow, 2008, # 9, p. 107
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CHAPTER 6

WOMEN RESISTING THE SOCIAL PROBLEMS

In the previous chapters the problems that womeriraquently faced with in
Russia were described. The rate of female unemmaymow female political
representation, violence and women trafficking rasaly serious and menacing. All
these “female questions” provoked the emergencevarinen’s movement and
women’s reaction against the overall discriminationthis chapter | will try to show
how women find ways to protect their social rightis,stand for their social and
political status and the obstacles they encount&ussia for creating women’s and

feminist movements.

6.1. Russian women’s movements

It would be logical to start with the women’s mowams as it is the direct
social behavior and reaction of women to their wis. The dictionary of the

gender terms defines women’s movements as:

A group of s women’s organizations with fixed andn#ixed

membership, which operate actively in the societth whe goal to
serve the interests of women from different sosiedtums, and which
aim for influencing the state policy for the aclament of gender
equality in different spheres of social Iif&.

199 Zhenskoye Dvizheniye (Women’s MovemenS8lovar Gendernyh Terminov (Gender Terms
Dictionary), accessed ohttp://www.owl.ru/gender/080.htm
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What is the women’s movement in modern Russia, doesist and does it
correspond to the definition above? To answer th@estions it is necessary to refer
to the movements’ history as it better shows tlsrand reasons of its emergence,
as well as the historical legacy of modern moveméenthe country.

The women’s movement in Russia appeared in 186fsvas directly related
to the process of reformation in the state, tocth@nges in all spheres of social life.
The main sources of the movement were the reorgtniz of the society; socio-
economic changes, concerning the reform of 186thwiiminated the serfdom; and
the collapse of the patriarchal style of life. Tiedorms of Alexander Il assisted to
the processes of social mobility in society — thewnsocial classes emerged
(proletariat and bourgeoisie) and the process witisg renaissance of society. All
these processes initiated the increase of socidlililyoof women, as they were
discontented with their low social status; also fis@ale emancipation was seen as
an opportunity for women to realize their persdgain society. The ideological
sources of the women’s movement of that time whesihfluence of the western
European thought and events on Russian societyoean revolutions, ideas of
Enlightenment). The wives of Decembrists can beraks an example of the most
emancipated female personalities of Russia of pleaibd”®® “The Russian Female
Reciprocally Charitable Society”, created in 189fs the first and the oldest
association of women in Russia which united thellettual women of that time.

The activity of this society was devoted to unitialj women, supporting of the

working people, improvement of the conditions & ffoor, providing self-education

200 «stoki Zhenskogo Dvizheniya v Rossii” (“The Sees of Women’s Movement in Russialjse
Lyudi Sestry (All People Are Sisters), Saint-Pdterg, 1993. P. 43
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and seeking solutions for cultural questions. Kirte work of this society was quite
limited and society itself was closed and did rmtdimany members. But after some
years it started to widen its sphere of activityl @ven tried to enter the political
domain®* Together with another prominent female associatiRnssian Female
League of Equal Rights”, “The Russian Female Recigity Charitable Society” put
their aim to achieve the female electoral righgiwe their votes in elections to the
State Duma. After many years of joint struggle dtectoral rights of women, these
rights were granted to the women on 19 March 194the Provisional Government.
This was a great turn for the better in the histfrwomen’s movemerff? Together
with their electoral right women got their right biecome a lawyer, the right to
receive an academic degree and also to work irAttaelemy of Sciences together
with men?%

Despite the granting of the rights to the womethwhe beginning of the
Soviet era, after 1917-1918 all the women’s movdmand feminist organizations
were shut down as according to the government toeyd provoke chaos in the
female part of population. In the Soviets the feangliestion was regarded not as a
gender problem, but as the conception of two matred of women before the state:
1) a toiler, working for the team; 2) a mother, wphmduces new toilers. The
propaganda of the ideas of maternity was very @galthe Soviets, women did not

have the right to command their own bodies, ang Hasl a duty to give birth to new

21 Anna Shabanova “Ocherk Zhenskogo Dvizheniya v iRog§he Essay on The Women's
Movement in Russia”), accessed fitp://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/shabanr-1.htm

22 rina Yukina “Kak Mi Poluchili Izbiratelniye Pravg“How We Got Electoral Rights”)Posidelki.
Informatsionniy Listok (Gathering. Informationalst), Saint-Petersburg, 1997. P. 1-2

203 Anna Shabanovap. cit, accessed onitp://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/shabanr-1.htm
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Soviet people without any exceptions. The policytlid government lead to the
situation where women were oppressed, in whichmbgrity of them even did not
know the word “feminism” and the struggle for theghts and independence was
regarded as bourgeois ideas and something &#ful.

The first women’s organizations during the Sovietipd appeared at the end
of the 1980s when the civil and political activity the country increased. It was
related to the sharp competition in all spheregifefwhich led to the exclusion of
women from the domain of politics, and the increaskbor discrimination. During
this time the idea of a man as the “head of famdigrted to return in the minds of
people after long years of Soviet rule. The mosvaasvomen’s organization of the
period was “Women of Russia”, but as they had predately political goals, after
their failure in the elections to the State Duma 1895, the other women’s
organizations started to orientate themselves keesihe concrete social problems
and the violation of human right®> But still the role of “The Women of Russia”
was really immense in the struggle for equalityights of men and women. As they
fairly claimed in their “Declaration of equal righéind equal possibilities of women:”

The establishment of democracy in Russia is imptessvithout equal

participation of men and women in all spheres afiadife, on all
levels of decision-making — state, regional, |cal!

294 Yelena Maksimova “Zhenskoye Dvizheniye v Rossii@, Zhenskoye Dvizheniye v Rossii!”
(“Women’s Movement in Russia? Yes, Women'’s MoveniefRussia!”), accessed on
http://www.ikd.ru/node/12174

205 yekaterina Lahova “Zhenskoye Dvizheniye v GodydRef: Problemy i Perspektivy” (“Women’s
Movement in Reform Years: Problems and Perspedjive®scow, 1995. P. 12

2% Deklaratsiya Ravnyh Prav i Ravnyh Vozmozhnostegrighin (The Declaration of Equal Rights
and Equal Possibilities of Womenjserossiyskiy Zhenskiy Kongress “Trud. Zanyatostra&botitsa”
29-30 Noyabrya 1994 (The All-Russian Women’s Carggfeabor. Employment. Unemployment”
29-30 November of 1994), Moscow, 1995. P. 160
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Until the end of the 2B century there were more than 600 of women’s
organizations in Russia which means that in evedefal region about 20 or 30
organizations were active. Nowadays the total nunolberganizations can exceed
2000, but this is even not too much compared t®#tethousands of female Soviet
councils in the Soviet Russig.

There exist many classifications of the Russian es1 organization
according to the type of their activities in conp@rary Russia. The most classical
one is the division into three groups: 1) humahtsgrganizations; 2) organizations
conducting gender researches; 3) charitable orgtois>’®

The first group contains the organizations whicle accupied with the
defense of the rights of servicemen and their fiasile.g. “Soldier Mothers of Saint-
Petersburg”); organizations working with the probge of violence and
organizations, fighting against the discriminatamthe labor market (e.g. “Institute
of Nondiscriminatory Gender Relations”). The secgnaup consists of the research
organizations which conduct fundamental gender arebes, develop gender
methodology and introduce it into the educationalgpams of the country, conduct
gender expertise of the Russian legislation etg. (Moscow Center of Gender

Researches” and many other regional centers). Tds group, charitable

27 Nadezhda Abubikirova, Tatyana Klimenkova “Zhenskirganizatsii v Rossii Segodnya”
(“Women’s Organizations in Russia Today”)$pravochnik “Zhenskiye Nepravitelstvenniye
Organizatsii Rossii i SNG” (Referance Book “WomeN@n-Governmental Organizations of Russia
and CIS”), Moscow, 199&ccessed ohttp://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/wom_org_today.htm#:)

2% yelena Maksimovagp. cit, accessed omtp://www.ikd.ru/node/12174

114



organizations work with the problems of childrespecially invalids and orphans, as
well as low-income familie&>®
There are however some other directions of activitf women’s

organizations, which play a very important role sacial life. First of all it is
education, as such organizations arrange many tdoah talks, seminars and
trainings, conferences, schools of leadership famen, summer schools for
students. The next direction is informational wokkany organizations have their
own journalists or publish newspapers, release dwats; others spread the
information on the Internet; some groups save mif@rmation in their archives and
then give access to their libraries. Such orgaiwmat actively work as the
informational centers and created an informatidredtl around themselves. Some
organizations are oriented to support the femateepreneurship, and others work
with ecological problems. So, it is clear that ttaege of fields of activities of
women'’s organizations is very wide and nearly cameesvery important part of
social life?!? As different regions of Russia had their own sfieé¢atures, character
and orientation of female problems according tosth&o-cultural peculiarities, level
of economic development and urbanization, profesdiqualification of women; all
these factors left their stamp on the directionsvomen’s movement in different

regions — in capital and Volga region, Central oegand Siberid'* However there

2091hid., accessed onttp://www.ikd.ru/node/12174

210 Tatyana Klimenkova “Zhenskiye Organizatsii. Missiy Povsednevnaya Rabota” (“Women’s
Organizations. Mission and Everyday Work2henshina Kak Fenomen Kultury. Vzglyad iz Rossii
(Woman as a Phenomenon of Culture. View from Rydd@scow, 1996. P. 143

211 | ada Milovanova “Mezhdunarodnoye | Otechestvenna¥kenskoye Dvizheniye: Opyt

Vzaimodeystviya | Tendentsii Razvitiya na SovrenwmnnEtape” (“International and National
Women's Movement: Experience of Cooperation andd€anies of The Present Development”)/
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are many non-governmental organizations unite woifnem different regions of
Russia and become interregional organizations. Antmem there are such
organizations as “Conference of Business and Fsiwiesl Women of Russia’,
“Association of Women of Defense Industry”, “Consien and Women”,
“International Institute of Woman and ManagementAssociation of Russian
Women with Higher Education” and “Consortium of Wem's Nongovernmental
Associations™*

In 1991-1993 in Dubna city, two large women'’s fosumere organized: the
first and second Independent Women’s Forums whitheged the representatives of
women’s organizations in many cities of Russia #re CIS. The slogans of these
forums were “Democracy minus woman is not democracy “From problems to
strategies”. Especially after these forums, Russiemmen started to believe in
women’s movement and gender researches and begasiviogy them as the means
for improving their lives. That is why in nowadaksissia the range of reasons for
women to be united and the range of interests artivitees of women’s
organizations are increasingly widened. Also the@anant point is that all these

numerous organizations seek for ways of unity amaperation among themselves,

as well as with the state level and internationangn’s movemerft:>

Zhenskoye Dvizheniye: Istoriya i Sovremennost (Wtamglovement: History and The Present).
Voronezh, 1998. P. 69

212 0lga Samarina “Informatsiya o Deyatelnosti ZhehsBbshestvennyh Organizatsiy” (“Information
on the Activity of Women'’s Social Organizationsdgcessed on
http://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/informrd-e.htm

23 Lyudmila Federova “Problemy Zhenskih Nepravitedstnyh Organizatsiy Rossii v

Transformiruyushemsya Obshestve” (“Problems of WwmeOrganizations in Russia in the
Transforming Society”)Preobrajeniye (“Transformation” — Russian Feminikturnal), 1996 Mo 4,
P. 40
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What are the main factors for the emergence ofctirdemporary Russian
national women’s movement and what peculiaritiesulch organizations have? The
transition period in the country created both mabgtacles and opportunities for
women. Economic and political transformation gavepartunity for women’s
movements to be born. The political freedoms fudtleby emerging democracy
gave women a chance to struggle publicly agairstibcrimination and sexism. The
economic crisis and unemployment stimulated thevities for advocating women’s
employment rights. Another factor is the internaéibcooperation and financing of
the nongovernmental women’s organizations which eassed by the absence of
governmental support within Russia. It is obviduat twithout financial support, it is
impossible to develop and launch any social projaciother factor could be the
newly established political culture in the countapd also fully corrupt political elite
which repelled women and urged them to act enexajt*

Among the features of the women’s movement the nvisible one is
globalization. The globalization of the women’s reoment is part of the worldwide
process of globalization, as by the end of th& @ntury almost in all countries of
the world women’s movements appeared. The rolerapdrtance of internet is also
undeniable, as it is the greatest source of inftionaand communication. Another
common feature for all women’s movements is thairttasks are extremely difficult
to fulfill, as the changes in women’s status inistycrequire a complicated process
of changes at the individual level, as well as adll-state structures of society.

Another feature of such movements in Russia iscth@radictories involved in the

214 Nadezhda Shvedova “O Nekotoryh Sovremennyh Tesijait Zhenskogo Dvizheniya v Rossii”
(“About Some Contemporary Tendencies of the Womdtosement in Russia”¥Prosto o Slozhnom:

Gendernoye Prosvesheniye (In Simple Words AboficifThings: Gender Educationdccessed on

http://www.owl.ru/win/books/easygender/part3_9.html
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movement which is directly related to the interoadl financing. The international
connections sometimes influence the national attviegatively as they usually try
to impose their own international problems on th&he Russian women’s problems
may differ from those of the American or Europeaanven. However, Russian
organizations can receive financing from internaiosources only if they are
oriented to solving the objective and internatibnahccepted problems. Such
situation leads to some kind of stagnation of tlee@ment. Another negative feature
of the movement is its disunity. There are plentynongovernmental women’s
organizations in Russia, but there is no strongyusfi aims or cooperation between
them. This also can be regarded as a factor coatplgcthe process of opposition of
the movement to the governméfi.

Among the problems of the Russian women’s movertenfollowing ones
can be listed: the absence of civil society; diffies encountered while creating the
networks of nongovernmental organizations; econongigsis; absence of
infrastructure appropriate for development of tlengovernmental organizations;
absence of cooperation and solidarity between w&nerganizations; lack of
consciousness on the necessity of political agtiwitwvomen and on the struggle for
their equal rights; decline of social services tvate the main support for women
before; lack of connection between feminist theanyd practice for women’s

movement; widespread discrimination and sexist tiehagainst women*® lack of

25 gyetlana Aivazova “Nezavisimoye Zhenskoye Dvizieni Popytka Tipologicheskoy

Harakteristiki” (“Independent Women’s Movement:témpt of the Typological Characteristics”)/
Russian Women in the Labyrinth of Equal Rigatsessed on
http://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/aivazova2nr-e.htm

1% Nadezhda Shvedovap. cit, accessed amtp://www.owl.ru/win/books/easygender/part3_9.htmi
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mass media’s attention to the movement and lackpropaganda; absence of
governmental support and even governmental oppasiti the movemert’

Despite all these problems, one positive elemernhas Russian women’s
movement can adequately understand its defectprfidems; so that it is easier to
fight against the enemy you know. Despite suchambss, women’s movements in
Russia is very active and tries to find ways fer gonsolidation while taking into
account the lack of unity. The activists of the §las movement work on the
improvement of the status of Russian women, oretheation of their own leaders
and they understand the necessity to educate th&ers of the movement on how
to work with different political forces and encogea educational activity for
youngsters. And the most important is that Russimavement organizations are
oriented to help morally and judicially to their mbers. As it is indicated by
Rebecca Kay

For the most part, the advantages which membetsHey gained

from their involvement in a grassroots women’s argations were in

line with the main aims of the organizations thelwess help and

support in the face of the crisis, empathy and tstdading from

other women like themselves, a forum for discussi@nsense of

collective strength and a sphere of interest antvigcoutside the

constraints of the private spheré.

The development of women'’s civil initiatives andmen’s movement is also
a sign of democratization for the Russian sociBty. this is only the beginning and

the development of such movements is complicatedabseries of factors, as

stereotypes and traditional prejudices which canmeteliminated by laws and

217 Svetlana Aivazovagp. cit.,accessed ohttp://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/aivazova2nr-e.htm

218 Rebecca Kay “It's About Helping Women to Believe Themselves: Grassroots Women's
Organizations in Contemporary Russian Society¥éminism and Women’s Movements in
Contemporary EuropeNew York, 2000. P. 242
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decrees, but could only change through the pradticsocial life through the

encouragement by women’s movement.

6.2. The understanding of feminism in Russia

The historical encyclopedi&Kfugosvet, which is accepted to be competent
by all Russian professors, gives the following wigébn of the term “feminism” in

the context of Russian history:

Feminism in Russia — (1) Socio-political theoryaming the reasons

of oppression of women and superiority of men ia fistorical past

and present, and suggesting variants of overcontivg men’s

superiority over women. (2) Wide social movemenRirssia in 19th-

20th centuries for the equality of rights and opyoities for women,

resisting the social system, in which the statugifferent genders

was not equa*®

From the above definition it can be concluded fleatinism in Russia is a
complex phenomenon which shows itself in two qiedit- as a theory and as a
movement. Feminism appeared when women recognizadtihere is something
unjust in the social evaluation of women. Whetlmethie form of a movement or as a
theory feminism seeks to find the reasons for wdmeéiscrimination and oppression
and to eliminate them and release women. There Iheee three waves of feminism:

the end of 18 and the beginning of 3@enturies, the middle of entury, and the

end of 28 century®®® The purpose of this subchapter is to find out rtizn features

219 Natalia Pushkareva “Feminizm v Rossii” (FeminisnRiussia), accessed on
http://www.krugosvet.ru/enc/istoriya/FEMINIZM_V_RG3.html

220 Tatyana Klimenkova “Feminism”Slovar Gendernyh Terminov (Gender Terms Dictionary)
accessed ohttp://www.owl.ru/gender/192.htm

120



of Russian feminism only, and emphasize its difieeefrom the western feminist
movements and to underline its place in moderrastita.

It is interesting that since the beginning of tirnieere existed automatic
division of labor and duties between men and woraenording to their sex
characteristics. Even in tribal history of humainige patriarchy was already a well-
established system which has not been transformaadther form until our times.
Women struggled to convince the world in the inpestof patriarchy, but still the
confrontation between two genders is going on. myurmany centuries people
believed that the patriarchy is the only one pdesimy to organize the society and

divide the duties between two genders. Svetlanazdva explains as follows:

Mythology of the historical time fixed the strictienarchy in the
relations between sexes (genders): man is a hueiag bf full value;
woman is the wife of her husband, the object ofguwer — power of
the patriarchal kind. Ideal principle of such ordéthings: “The wife
should fear of her husband”. According to this piphe, male and
female are two opposite beginnings: the first isidgositive, active;
the second is secondary, passive.

The Greek Pithagor claimed with confidence: “Thexests a positive
principle, which created the order, light, men, aedative principle,
which created chaos, twilight and woman.” Aristadlgded: “Woman
is a bitch because of definite lack of qualitieseméle character
suffers from natural impairment... woman is only absance,
principle of movement is provided by other, malgibaing, which is

better and divine®??

For a very long period of time women not only insRia, but in the whole
world were treated mostly like slaves and were gdali to obey their husbands.
Russian feminism appeared in theé"1&ntury which means that Russian women

silently suffered from oppression during at leasercenturies (if we count from the

2L gyetlana Aivazova “K Istorii Feminizma” (“Towardke History of Feminism”)Obshestvenniye
Nauki i Sovremennost (Social Sciences and Modgri®p2, #6, P. 154
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9™ century when Kiev Russian state was establishfegi)t was already mentioned in
the first part of the chapter, in the™8&entury the ideas of Enlightenment and French
revolution had a great influence on the Russiamsbfe. Especially at that time the
attitude towards women started to change. A vegyrble played by the empress
Yekaterina 1l and other noble women (countessesuazskaya, Vorontsova,
Naryshkina), who were ready to take an active ipattie life of the Russian state. At
the same time the phenomenon of female literatpeared and many female-
authors and poetesses gave birth to their writimgeh show the emergence of a
social female self-consciousnéésWomen started to be accepted in the Russian
advanced society. An important example of the tlaat the Russian intelligentsia of
that time was reflecting the women’s status in etycis in the words of Pushkin

which are especially marked by Svetlana Aivazova:

Particularly, such a perfect expert of his time$ashkin, talks about
this in his notes “Table talk™ “Isn’t it ridiculaito think that women,
which amaze us with their quickness of understapdimd subtlety of
sense and mind, are the creatures lower than us!i$hespecially
strange in Russia, where Yekaterina Il reigned w&hdre women are
more educated, read more, follow the European eafrghings more,
than us, who are proud, God only knows w3

The 19" century passed with the process of making up ofcanan’s
personality. The wives of Decembrists showed thasd®ain women were going

forward towards emancipation. In the second halfttef 19" century feminists

22 Natalia Pushkarevap. cit.,accessed on
http://www.krugosvet.ru/enc/istoriya/FEMINIZM_V_RG&3.html

223 Syetlana Aivazova “Ideyniye Istoki Zhenskogo Dweriya v Rossii” (“ldeological Resources of
Women’'s Movement in Russia”)Obshestvenniye Nauki i Sovremennost (Social Saeaoe
Modernity), 1991, #4, P. 128
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became to stand for women’s rights for educatich gnofessional employment that
is economic independence.

The first half of the 2B century and the accession of Bolsheviks to power
were marked by granting the women the politicalcteleal and other important
rights. But this was the highest point of successRussian feminists of that period,
because after the Soviet state was establishedpdhey towards women was
something shocking in the sense of substitutiorcaiceptions. At that time the
conceptions of “emancipation” and “woman’s persiyalwere substituted by
“female question” and “female mass”. The famousi&ofeminists Kollontay and
Krupskaya saw the problem of women in the uneqivadidn of labor, but not rights
or problems of oppressed women’s personality. Adiogr to them, the release of
women from the domestic life and their devotionSviet industry would provide
total equality between men and women. The aim wasdate the army of female
workers and peasant women. As a result women gotidible workload — at home
and at workplace. Yes, there was already no oppressom the side of men,
because there were no men — all the work was oshbelders of women. May be
that is why now Russian women still feel uncomfoléaand sometimes disgust the
words “emancipation” and “feminism”. Because upogating these words the
enormous tiredness and deception of light on womadeals comes to mind

immediately.

The mysterious disappearance of personality, desjamce of a
human being — man and woman — is the main restltteo$alvation of
the great historical task of the provision of tlemale equality of
rights in our society*

224 Syetlana Aivazovagp. cit.,p. 13
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At the end of the 2B century when numerous women’s movements and
organizations emerged, such organizations prefeisadto use the word “women’s”
but not “feminist” or “emancipation”, because oktlegacy of Soviet times since
these words were associated with something stranggative and ideological,

brought from the West and alien to Soviet minds:

Russian women, gathering into professional orgaioizs, do not

know what feminism is. When they are asked if taey feminists or

not, they answer: “Of course not, that is impogdibIhey answer in

that way, because think that feminism is some swea**>

The third wave of Russian feminism is even moretipaled than previous
two waves. But still the main question is the reasof oppression of women and
variants of overcoming men’s superiority over womérhe modern Russian
feminism can be characterized with its strong foonsthe gender researches and
theoretical problems of feminism; it started to uelerstood not only as women’s
movement and concrete actions but also as a spe@akation of consciousness.
Today women understand that they are not only bjeco of men’s domination, but
women themselves can be a subject of history, theycreate history and influence

the events in the world. The main goal of moderigdfan feminism is to transform

the social relations between two genders in the tvaly“women’s questions” would

22 Yelena zdravomyslova “Kollektivnaya Biographiya v@@mennyh Feministok” (“Collective
Biography of Modern Feminists”"¥sendernoye lzmereniye Sotsialnoy i PoliticheskotjvAdsti v
Perehodniy Period (sbornik nauchnyh statey) (Geridienension of Social and Political Activity in
the Transition Period (collected articles)). SaiRetersburg, 1996. P. 35

226 Natalia Pushkarevap. cit.,accessed on
http://www.krugosvet.ru/enc/istoriya/FEMINIZM_V_RGH.html

124



interest not only women, but everybody as wellvdf accept that Russia is a country
where the female population predominates, and waknest all women work and
are more educated than men, the above-mentionéal selations must exist in this
country. The best variant of such relation is tkeeesive partnership, including the
sphere of family, as well as cooperation and cati@hs of men and women in the
process of democracy’s constructfh.

It is important to explain that what we call herasBian feminism is in fact
the Russian women’s movement, but not feminismtsnWestern interpretation.
Actually, the presence of feminism in Russia i®rsgty argued by Russian social
scientists. The concept of “feminism” has not b&ély understood and accepted by
Russian women. There are plenty of articles anarimétion on feminism in Russia,
but almost all of them identify feminism only ass#&uggle for juridical and
economical rights, for equal rights in social andmestic life and for sexual
egalitarianism. As all new movements in the courdisturb the public opinion,
especially on the first stages of their developmenth discomfort also played a
negative role in the formation of the image of feisti movement. Generally, in the
major part of Russian mind the image of a feminisman is the one of aggressive,
hysterical intellectual or an old mé&itf Automatically the following situation

occurred:

227 gyetlana Aivazova “Zhenskoye Dvizheniye v Ros3iraditsii | Sovremennost” (“Women'’s
Movement in Russia: Traditions and Modernity”)/ @bstvenniye Nauki i Sovremennost (Social
Sciences and Modernity), 1995, #2, P. 122

228 Yelena Trofimova “Feminizm | Zhenskaya LiteratuvaRossii” (“Feminism and Women’s
Literature in Russia”), accessed laitp://www.a-z.ru/women/texts/trofimrdd.htm
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If you call Russian woman a feminist, she is likiedybe offended or at
least to start to justify herself. What we can dthe feminism in its
Western conception could not put down its root® iRussian soil.
Those women, who openly call themselves feminiatsthe best
provoke the population’s pity — means that her qeak life was not
successful and here she tries to revenge herselfi npen for her
offences’®

The well-known sociologist Anna Temkina conductefield research and an
opinion poll to find out what “feminism” means fdhe Russian people. She
questioned the people from different social groapd professions; here are some

interesting results of her research:

“I know little about feminism. They (in Russia) vkofor the narrow
audience. Maybe, mass educational activity is tiéfocdlt for them,
but their main mistake is that they do not taket pato political
activity. What can be more important than strugfyie women’s
status, what else they are busy with?” (Professigaditician, 40
years old)

“I heard that in America women actively take patbimovement, and
this always annoyed and revolted me. It meansitlizlly there was
some inequality, that woman needs support. If wodw@es something
successfully, this amazes people, like a bear tidarmrive a bike.
This annoyed me, provoked the sense of humiliati/doman, equally
with man, can achieve everything without attractgrgat attention
like a woman. But recently, when | started to adeaon my way, |
faced more and more difficulties, and understoad tiwas not right.
Although it is humiliating, but a woman is obligéal need support in
business, in politics, because men strive to jasikktheir solidarity is
very developed. Of course, | control them, but tleéguires more
forces, than if it would be done by a man. And ikisinjust, | could
use this energy more wisely.” (Businesswoman, adOutears old)

“For me feminism is an opportunity of choice. | olse, | am
responsible for my choice... we should say especialywomen:
“There is also such model of life, you could live another way; if
you choose patriarchy, it is you choice. But yowwnthat you have
another choice...” And many people say: “Wow, | haeen thinking

22 gyetlana Smetanina “Ne Nazyvayte Ee FeministkéPpo@'t Call Her Feminist”), accessed on
http://www.rg.ru/2010/04/30/rbth-feministki.html
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about that my whole life, it means | am a femiri?sta feminist after
30 years old)

“Feminism is consequence of complexes, of proluhbitto show

femininity. They (feminists) worry not about the mwen’s rights, but

about the aspiration for being in group and conmgetvith each other.

| do not consider this movement to be progressegpecially in our

country. We need to not give a woman more right,tbugive her a

right to be a woman, a good mother”. (psychoanalgsinan of 30

years old3*

Thus, the respondents gave rather contradictoryenssto the question how
they understand feminism. But one can emphasizddtelly negative perception of
feminism was given only by men. One woman beingrairist of course gave a
positive response but the interesting point is @wadther respondent understood
feminism negatively before she faced problems arsdrichination in the male
environment. For the major part of Russians “fesmmii is something exotic,
challenging the way of life that has being formeadlimg millenniums. For the post-
Soviet people it is extremely difficult to accepéw ideas, new conceptions or
movements. But this is not the only reason, why ifgm in its western
understanding could not settle down in Russia. @diat is that the environments in
which western and Russian women’s movements desel@pe totally different.
Hence, the aims of western and Russian feminidterdvery much. Also, the
difference in aims could be caused by mentality.ilgVAmerican women begin the
legal action against the men for sexual abuse, i&usgomen can regard the same

thing as a nice attention towards their personalibe virtue of patience is engraved

in the minds of Russian women by centuries of Russistory. Maybe this is why

230 Anna Temkina “Feminizm: Zapad i Rossiya” (Feminidhest and Russiaffreobrajeniye (Ruskiy
Feministicheskiy Jurnal) (Transformation (Russiamntnist Journal)). 1995, #3. P. 9
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they do no protest much against the domestic amergk violence but prefer to
suffer silently.

Concerning the professional life, the truth is ttiegre is discrimination of
women in this domain, but not every Russian womagee to work and to make a
career, that is why some women do not regard tbeirsalary or bad workplace as
discrimination, even though it really is. Aftevsaty years of Soviet supremacy and
double workload, modern Russian women dream onbuialan extremely rich
husband, who can provide her with all goods. Evethe time of Perestroika there
was a boom of female beauty, and it was very popoldunt for rich foreigners.
During the transition period, the total mess of traitional way of life, obliged
Russian women to work for surviving, and did na@vie them enough time to think
about their rights, discrimination and similar pievhs®* Only in the last decade,
women’s movement became more numerous and actitestitl it is difficult to
answer to the question “what is Russian feministfRliissian feminism” is a
complex idea and changes its quality accordingot@ people understand it. There is
no exact definition of feminism in Russia, as peogill cannot accept it. It can be
estimated that there is no feminism in Russiasrcdmmon understanding, but there
is an original women’s movement.

Thus, it can be concluded that Russia is a totalhtradictory country, where
there exist patriarchal society and discriminatadrwomen in many spheres of life.
On the one hand, women in this country have a g#figult life, so they try to fight

for their place under the sun, that is to for tmght to participate in the politics of

231 Beyrle “For Russian Women, Survival Trumps Righticessed on
http://rusrep.ru/article/2011/03/09/march/
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the country in order to ameliorate their status pasition in society. Such women
organize women’s movement, create a whole netwdrlsimilar organizations,
actively work with people, try to educate them apen their eyes on the women’s
bad conditions, to activate the population and pkevit for changes. On the other
hand, after long years of Soviet drudgery, whemewo were obliged to charge with
all possible social and professional responsibegitimany Russian women have such
psychology, that they do not want to fight, struggt prove something to somebody,
they just want to relax, find easy ways for welfame for instance, marriage with a

foreigner.
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CHAPTER 7

CONCLUSION

In this thesis the question of how the lives of a3 women changed during
the transition period after the dissolution of Bmviet Union was analyzed.

In the first chapter of the thesis the actualitytloé topic and the relevant
literature were discussed. The second chapter ooextethe problems of gender
inequality in the light of the Russian Constitutidhwas important to introduce a
little terminological discourse for the explanatiohthe terms “gender” and “gender
equality” as they have been used throughout thesish In the second part of the
chapter the analysis of the Russian Constitutiomfthe perspective of the gender
balance was conducted.

The third chapter examined the changing positiorthef Russian women
under the new economic conditions of the new Ruosstate. Yeltsin’s reforms and
changing economic conditions led to the growingcmimination of women and
unemployment. As a result, women turned to managefoe creating workplaces
for themselves. The discriminatory features of pEmseforms of Putin’s era were
also discussed in order to show the absence ofgelsam the policy lines of
government towards gender issues.

The fourth chapter discusses women’s participaiothe Russian politics.

The emergence of the new multiparty election sysgmovoked the women'’s
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involvement in the politics, but women’s represéntain the political institution
faced many obstacles on its way.

The fifth chapter analyzed the social problems lé transition period.
Despite the fact that there are plenty of sociabf@ms concerning women in Russia,
only two of the most urgent ones were chosen texaenined: domestic violence and
women trafficking together with prostitution.

The sixth chapter discusses the women’s reactiotihdgoexisting problems
and the emergence of Russian women’s movementsssi&u feminism” is
discussed as an original phenomenon, which is &#figult to understand not only
by the western scholars, but by Russian women tbleesas well.

The transition from one regime to another brougthtng changes into all
aspects of Russian life. These changes affectetbpri@antly women, who form the
major part of the country’s population. After tWeltsin’s reforms the position of
women became very unstable and the outrageoudiaguwgas that they were unable
to protect their rights through the means of legish. In fact, the Russian
Constitution and other laws respond quite well e trequirements of gender
equality, but despite this the discrimination ofrmen and the violation of their rights
continued to grow with the time. The problem wasattkhere was no efficient
mechanism of working laws which could be used ia ttase of the abuse of
women’s rights. Thus, the principles of gender étuare reflected well on paper,
but in practice there are still many measures totdden in order to prevent
discrimination and gender inequality. This situati® not only a result of the policies
of the new Russian state indeed it has its roothenSoviet system where women

were claimed to be totally equal with men, butantfthey were double burdened by
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responsibilities at work and at home, and did naveh opportunity to realize
themselves in other spheres of life. The systemsoofal protection in post-Soviet
Russia were ineffective, so that women were lefttheir own resources and
intelligence to invent some way to survive in thewnsystem of injustice and
lawlessnes§®?

Concerning the economic reforms, Russian stateentld final choice in
favor of economic liberalization. For women, th@icse meant the end of the whole
former system of relations with the state. Butest@ditd not speak openly about this
problem; no one encroached on the constitutionaligions guaranteeing the
protection of motherhood and childhood. Only thgsotive situation was changing:
the new private sector emerged which was more diyneiith high-paying jobs and
which rejected women as the disadvantageous laiboe.f The reason for this is that
the current system of law imposes on businessefinalhcial burdens related to
providing "benefits" for motherhood and childhobattwomen get. Entrepreneur, of
course, does not want to incur these costs. The amomstantly becomes a
disadvantageous person on the labor market - tperestve and a less reliable
worker. Therefore, in the new market economy thmiamarket was divided into
two sectors: one - a new "masculine” market, atjgiesis and highly paid one, the
other - traditional "female" one with superficialiygh-status social works but with
very low wages. At the same time the gap in skilselopment between women and
men began to sharply affect the women's competiéise on the labor market. In

1990s the phenomenon of unemployment was genaer&ussian people in whole,

232 gyetlana Aivazova “Russian Women in the LabyriitEqual Rights”, accessed on
http://www.owl.ru/win/books/rw/o3_1.htm
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but women were the most to suffer froni°itThe difficulties of the transition period

increased the discriminatory tendencies. Today, @oare the most vulnerable and
the least competitive actors in the labor markdtis Tsituation has developed in
Russia as a result of paternalistic policies bémglemented for many years which
are based on all sorts of benefits, prohibitiond gpecific regulation emphasizing
the special legislatively fixed status of a womanaamother who is responsible for
the birth, care and upbringing of children and fsgnservices. In other words,

women with children became to be seen as a seoptetar force?®*

In order to find solution to the above mentionedbtems, women started to
create working places by themselves. New formscofiemic activity, such as self-
employment and entrepreneurship appeared. Buttde@ positive trends which
were marked not only in capital cities but alsdhia provinces, women's leadership
in the enterprises of real sector economy did robime a mass phenomenon. On the
one hand, this was connected with the difficultésnanagement of enterprises in
modern conditions, and on the other hand it waslitioned by the cultural inertia,
which constrains the displacement of patriarchedesitypes. The slow process of the
development of female entrepreneurship is congdaimot only by such cultural
inertia, but is often explained as a result of fnessure of the authorities which

continue to believe that their strategy of relasiop with the economic actors can

33 Olga Torlopova “Women in Russia’s Economy Durihg Era of Transition Reforms”, accessed
on http://elib.kkf.hu/edip/D_8759.pdf

234 Ruslan Vagizov “Problems of Gender Equality in Mot Russian Society”, accessed on
http://www.femin.ru/ig/ig010.php
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only be built on positions of strengtff. Thus, the attempts of women to become self-
employed and develop their businesses ended ughdthresence of “glass ceiling”,
which limits the female careers. In whole the posibf women in Russian economy
is unstable and needs to be improved.

Coming to another aspect of life — politics, itingportant to emphasize that
women are consist the major part of the Russiarulptipn, so it is logical to
suppose that the proportional participation of wonie politics is vital for the
appropriate administration of the country. Howevee, situation is not reflecting this
reality and women need to fight and struggle toresent their interests in the
Russian power authorities. There are many reasahy, the representation of
women in politics is problematic, among which thesmimportant ones are the
conservation of the patriarchal consciousness aepligices about women in the
minds of population; the disunity and absence dfpevation between different
women’s political movements and organizations; amale-politicians resisting to
women’s participation in politics and administratioHowever the appropriate
proportional representation of the male and ferpalgulation of the country in the
authorities and administrative institutions woultbyade the amelioration of the
national social policies as well as other policamcerning women and family
ISsues.

The lack of women’s participation in politics letda situation where many
important and urgent problems concerning femalé glapopulation become latent

and underestimated, as for example, the problens®miestic violence and women

2% Alla Chirikova “Woman — Top Manager in Russia: ifaj for the Crash of the Glass Ceiling”,
accessed ohttp://www.gender-cent.ryazan.ru/chirikova.htm
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trafficking. The scale of violence in Russia isrgcdowever Russian government
does not hurry to take any measures for solvingpitedlem. While in all self-
respecting European countries there are already lpmescribing the criminal
responsibility for the acts of domestic violencaiagt women; Russia does not have
such a law and even rejected the draft of a simldar aiming at reduction of
violence. Almost the same situation exists witharelgto the women trafficking as
only in the last decade this problem started todgarded as a really important one.
When government does not see the real social #euibbm which women suffer,
this results in women'’s silence and a weak legatafior protecting women’s rights.
On one hand women should declare about their prebknd apply to the police for
support. But on the other hand, very often withappropriate legislation, police
refuses to help the victims of domestic violence daman trafficking, under the
pretext of the absence of special departmentshosoblution of these problems. The
unsolved social problems lead to the demoralizaitiosociety and deterioration of
the quality of life in the country.

The problem of Russian women who suffer from domegblence is an
urgent one that needs to be solved by the govenainaathorities, because if the
government does not interfere nobody is going tigut these women. But women
should also not give up, they should declare abeit situation and submit their
applications to the police and inform the socidtgttthere is such a big problem.
Otherwise as women do not talk about their probserd fight for its solution, the
government thinks that the silence is the sigrhefdabsence of problem and this in
turn leads to a vicious circle. Thus it can be rdjeseen that the passing of the law

on the prevention of domestic violence is extrem@lgortant and necessary. First of
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all every self-respecting democratic country seeksonstruct a law-based state, in
which there is a strong social policy, putting theman at the center of the system
and giving him/her real opportunities for sociallpheThere is need for such
organizations of social help which would realize tleal involvement of the social
forces (non-governmental organizations) in the @sscof social services for the
society. Another point indicating the necessity sofch law is that the global
experience shows that the orientation on the puenitinction of the legislation does
not provide security in the family, so more complmeasures are necessary —
prevention and education; programs of urgent angd-lasting help to the victims of
violence and their families; special programs ofueadion, consulting and
psychological correction for the violator, victimaother family members, including
children; the joining of the efforts of law enforaent authorities, courts, social
services, crisis centers, psycho neurological @dinsocial human rights organization,
educational establishments. There is a need forctioedination of the forces of
different organizations and a complex approach tdsvéhe solving of the problem.
The inactivity of the government concerning thenféde questions” leads to
the emergence of women’s movements who try to prot@men, their rights, as
well as their social and economic status. HoweReissian women’s movement did
not become very effective for a variety of reassaosh as their disunity, lack of
means and many other obstacles on their ways. Baitppsitive point is that
women’s movements understand their defects andhkaist and try to improve them,
as it is obvious that without any reaction from wamis side the situation of women

IS going to get worse and worse.
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Briefly the transition period brought many diffitiels to the women’s
situation in Russia. Women became economicallyiaigand politically unstable;
discrimination against women and the violation aimen’s rights became a wide
spread phenomenon. The Russian government, takimgccount the weak position
of women, did not aim to achieve gender symmetmhésociety through a series of
reforms. On the contrary, the reforms of the ttémsiperiod did not include many of
the principals of equal rights and opportunitiesd ahey caused more serious
inequality. There are many ways that the governnam choose to overcome
women’s problems and to change their situatiomédier. It is very important at this
juncture that the government should understand Bhetsia has a predominantly
female population, and without solving female peob$ it will be impossible to
solve the general problems of the country, inclgd#gzonomic, political and social

ones.
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