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ABSTRACT

REREADING URBAN FORM IN TEHRAN SINCE THE 1920S
IN THE CASE OF VALIASR STREET
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M.Arch Design Department of Architecture

Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. D¢ ven Ar i f Sar gén

June 2011111 pages

As part of an urban analysis of Tehran, the major question is how and to what extent an urban
space (Valiasr Streend its surroundingsmanifestsurban developments ieach epoch in its

processes of production. Considering Valiasr Street as the urban backbone of the city, according

to its extension andualities of its surroundings, and by lookingtla¢ urban forms regarding

this extension this study will explore thenature of urban transformation under political
circumstances and under sanddewtlopmencdiitspreanifoond 6 s ur
Whil e reconsidering partial accounts and gua
structureand thus its urb@zation in constitution of urban identity of its inhabitants will make

the scope of this research.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1.Problem Definition

This thesis is aiming to study the transformation of the urban structure of Tehran in reference to
the ideological shift in the dominant power in three major epochs. The Valiasr Street has been
chosen as a majothoroughfareand connective artery of thetyifabric which carries

representational qualities through its extension according to the dominant power ideology.

Relating the analysis of the spatial transformation and its conceptualization in accavidance
the dominant power ideology going under sfmnmation itself in three different historical
periods requires a social theory of space. Therefore as part of the analysis the framework

developed by Lefebvre provides convenient conceptual tool for analyzing the matter.

In this regard_efebvre points outhe role of space in reproduction of capitalist social relations
that leads him to rerientation of historical materialism as a spatial problematic. According to
Lefebvre the social space does not emerge through smooth processes stamping social structur
onto physical space but it is the embodiment of social relations and structures as well as having
an active role in the constructiontbfeser el at i ons and structures.
social space isa oc i al ' @hereforelfooin the outset Lefebvre asserts that in order to
identify the modes of space production it is hecessary to consider the modes of production of
space as a social phenomenon which embodies analyzing specific relations of production in
relation tothe dominant power Therefore for this subject matter the ideological operations of
each historical period will be considered as major factors of forming the urban structure as well

as its transformati on. T he L eell owbdentife deans ofr i a d

Ac

i mposition of ideologies in each era in const

! Henri Lefebvrethe Production of Spac@rans DonaldNicholsonrSmith. (Malden, Mass:Blackwell,
2009), 26.
? Ibid, 33



spaceo and ARepresentational spacesdhrougne spac
ideological apparatuses and can be readutih their appropriation by their inhabitants.
Lefebvreds account on the visual realm and
transparency as he asserts tiething can escape the surveillance of power in this régetnd.

perceived space as tiphysical qualities of the built environment relates to its inhabitants
through mental processes of conception and therefore the conceived space is realized. In the
third placehe defines the lived space and its quality in creating the potential to trarisfis

duality. Lefebvre believes that the spatial practices under capitalism operate through urban
networks that connect the segregated zones with different functions embodying the daily routine

of individuals or urban groups in the built environmént.

AccordingtoGot t di ener 6s assertion the urbanizati on
the processes which transform the society from predominantly rural to urban in economical,
cultural and welbeing aspects. Within simple terms urbanizatiodeined with the density of

the population residing ian areaaccording to itiatural forceshowever in sociological terms
urbanization is not only defined by these parameters butbgltite operation of the dominant

power in each historical epoch as well as the representational qualitlesirafleologies and
ideological processésAccording to Henri Lefebvreunder capitalist modes of production,
modes of space production are similarany other commodity in sense of fragmentation and
homogenization which occurs under the law of being reproducible and repeatability. Further
Lefebvre asserts that space is not only fragmented and homogenized by power but also it is
hierarchicalas theframework of power. Relations between space and state constitute historical
role of state regulation through spatial means. Therefore an urban space is a representation of
the dominant ideologyttfe abstract space) operating within its context (Concretea)p In the

case of Tehran, the power representation within the framework of space occurs through
ideologies of each historical epoch and their ideological strategies. The abstract space operates
through its ideology relationsThe Valiasr Street formerlcalled the Pahlavi Street in the
Pahlavi era as a major backbone of the city and its significant role in connecting the old urban

core to the modernized and newly constructed urban fabric is the matter of study in this

% Henri, Lefebvre, op. citl47.
* Ibid, 38.
® Mark Gottdiener the Social Production of Urban Spagiustin, TX: University of Texas Press, 1985)

® Henri, Lefebvre, op. cit, 583.



research. This major street through 25 km length and its soutforth extension provides
means of decentralization of the old city center. The modernizing role of the Valiasr Street in
decentralization of the former city center and its penetration into the newly constructed regions
and ts role in carrying functions on its marginemain eminent in eaclera; therefore its
construction and transformation in each historical period will be taken into consideration as it
gains a modernizing effect on the city fabric.

By utilizing the concepof ideology in this research and in reference to Nichalzercrombieit

is observed that he examirte® main desire to challenge the dominant ideologies in this era is
derived from Marx and Engelwithin the context of the German ideologgnd influencing

fields such as sociology and culture. In this regard the dominant ideology manipulates various
sets of beliefs in the dominant social classes that tend to serve the perpetuation of the dominant
power and securing its operationFurthermore this dominant ideology is adopted by certain
social classes in order to prevent oppositibitsthe case of Irathe ideologies of the dominant
power in each historical epoch will be studied according to their approach and their aim in
constuction of identity for the inhabitants. Abercrombie discusses two sets of theories
conducted by Marx in order to identify the function of the dominant ideology for its
subordinates. The first set according to Marx is defined as the superstructurethfibnsthe

forms of property as a result of the social conditions that form a peculiar sentiments, illusions
and modes of thought and views of life which runs within the body of a social class by means of

tradition.®

The second theoryn the other hand deals withe economic structure of sociaty the

foundation of the superstructure. Therefore, means of produbti@nmines the superstructure

in the sense that each mode of production has a dominated classgehé@htes a dominant
ideology. The effect of the dominant ideology is to facilitate the sdimation of the working

class.By this definition Marx asserts that the ruling power of each historical epoch is both the

power that controls the material force and as a result ofntldist t e r is the soci

intellectual force’

"NicholasAber crombi e and Bryan S. Tu b ihe British dolirhaeof Domi nan
Sociology(Jun., 1978):150

8 Karl, Marx, The Eighteenth Brumair of Louise Bonapa@elected Works of K. Marx and F. Engels,

(London: Lawrence and Wishaft968),117-118.

° Ibid, 64.



In reference to Abercrombieds discussion
medieval times the means of ideological penetration of the dominant power into the subordinate
group was partly avkible to a select dominant class. In the case of power relations in Tehran
by the advent of modernization during the reign of Reza Shah, certain powerful agencies were
to transmit the ideology to the subordinate class since the means of legitimationsweer a
beyond the massesd6 expectation of moral ity
basically grounded in concepts such as nationalism and secularism that were in contradiction
with the traditional and religious social structure of that €extain conceptions seemed to be
impenetrable to the public according to their level of literacy and they remained accessible to
certain groups with certain level of closeness to the body of pévasvever he believes that
ideology of the dominant power mains pertinent to the dominant classes other than the
secondary social classaadtheir involvement in such issues can only been explained through
educational development¥.The means of transmission of ideology from the dominant power

to its subordina class in the three historical epochs in this study will be discussed in order to
realize its effect in the transformation of the urban structure and therefore conveying the ruling

classbs message to the subordinates.

If people do not actively combatpmlitical regime which oppresses them, it may not be
because they have meekly imbibed its governing values. It may be because they are too
exhausted after a hard day's work to have much energy left to engage in political activity,
or because they are taatdlistic or apathetic to see the point of such activity. They may

be frightened of the consequences of opposing the regime; or they may spend too much
time worrying about their jobs and mortgages and income tax returns to give it much
thought. Ruling clases have at their disposal a great many such techniques of 'negative'
social control, which are a good deal more prosaic and material than persuading their
subjects that they belong to a master race or exhorting them to identify with the destiny of
the naion '

The broad definition of ideology as a body of meanings and values encoding certain interests
relevant to social power is plainly in need of sodtgrification On the subject of ideology

Terry Eagleton describes the certain characteristics for thelagical operations of the

9 Nicholas Aercrombie and Bryan S. Turner, op. BiP 159160.

M Eagleton, Terryi | deol ogi 6al Sdeatl egi @endon: Vdrso,t199bgduct i on
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dominant powemhich explainthe practical aspects of the matter as they are utilized by the
dominant power in order to control the masgescording to Eagleton ideologies should have
certain characteristics in order to sectire dominant power ideology and its perpetuation. The
characters he assigns to the dominant ideologies are unification, -aGtotation,

rationalization, legitimation, universalization and naturalizatton.

Transmitting the ideology to the society paps through various mediums as which
architecture and urbanization is one. Therefore, the dominant power who owns the medium of

this message and commissions it owns its meaning as well.

According to Habermas and his historical accounts on the notibrpoti b | i ¢ s pher eo
this concept is to form a common ground for public regardless of their stratum in order to
promote public debate on matters of the common concern in reference to the dominant
ideology’® However the political participation reinfmes aspects of social and political
developments, it is in fact the media and the elite who are controlling the public sphere. In the
twentieth century according to the shift in the economic and governmental organizations and
their replacement with big bimess sectors, the citizens have become mere consumers of the
culturally mass produced products of the dominant ideology. Therefore a shift is visible in the

social structure as well as the political functions and concepts and ideology of public*$phere.

In this era the concept of public sphere has merged into spaces if institutions between private
interests of everyday life, civil society and the realm of state power. In this regard the public
opinion that voices the public debate over common conceronsgh the medium of public
debate, transforms to a part of governmental system managing issues of public control.
Furthermore in the capitalist era the public sphere has taken the form of representing particular
private interests of certain elites. The fisphere in this era in the medium of advancing
interests of certain elites and not the public. The publicthe other hands no longer
participating in debates regarding its own interests but rather receives the dominant ideology
through the mass mexdas the ideology is mass produced and is transmitted to its spectators

who are no longer the criticahtional debating public but the mere consumers of the mass

'2bid, 4561.

BpDouglask el | ner, AHaber mas, the Public Sphere, and
http://http://mww.davidtinapple.com/comaff/Habermas_Public_Sphere_Democragaprdssed May
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produced ideological products transmitted to them through the ideological apparatuses namely
as the media.> Within the scope of this research certain interests of the dominant power and
related social classes will be studied in order to grasp the transformation of the urban structure
in each period.

1.2. Structure Of The Thesis

In this research ththeoretical framework is revolving around ideas obtained from concepts of
Afideol ogyo, the processes of the fAproducti on
the notion of Apublic spheredo introduced by
references will be the works of the mentioned philosopidicholas Abercrombi@and Terry

Eagleton in order to study ideological strategies of the dominant power of each era.

For the study of the subject mattitre sequence dhis research is based omnguit of an
ideological framework where the political agency eminent in each studied historical period in
this thesis reaches its ground of producing actions in accordance with the construction of the
infrastructure of the society and as a resultuttien developmenin reference to the processes

of urban developmerih Tehran. The ideological framework playing a major role in the urban

structure transformation is a matter of significance inghisly

The processe of production of urban spaees spatial practicesand the transformatioof
ideological representatioss representatianof spacei n Tehr ands urban space
each dominant ideology since the 1920e part of this research structufidhe aim of this
observation will be to ameive theurban identity within sspace of representati@ssignedo

theinhabitants in relation to the social processesauatations of the ruling clas’

The modernization period occurs after the extinction ofghagr dynasty and by the beginning

of the Pahlavi period under the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi. For the sctipetbésis is to

study the transformation of the urban structure according to modernization and its outcome,
Three major eras are to be discussed . The first Pahlavi era will be studied as the advent of

modernization in Iran, basically in the city of Tehran, where the most prominent actions towards

15 Craig J Calhourtiintroductior’, Habermas and the Public Spheesl. (Cambridge, MA: MIT, 1992),
23
' Ibid, 49,



modernizing a rather medieval city took place. The second majowdpwill be the second

Pahlavi era as the processes of modernizing takes a different turn in terms of perpetuation of the
governmend svill. Finally the third period will cover the ideological framework and therefore

the urban transformation taking plaseder the change in the power structure after the 1979

Al sl amic Revolutiono. This c¢chronol ogi cal revi

of each period in reference to the urban transformation and its architecture.

The first historical periodtudied in this thesis is the first Pahlavi era under the reign or Reza
shah Pahlavi between the years X3981. After the 1921 coup supported by the British a new
political figure is introduced to Iran who parallel to the modernization of the westentriesu
embarked on a modernizing agenda in construction of the infrastructure. In this chapter by
revi ewing Reza shahods i deol ogiduringtheryebarsofthis i de o
monarchy i n order to const it ut etityathe ruddanhseucturaii n e wo
development will be studied as an attempt to trace the roots of Iranian modernization. As one of
the major efforts in this era is the construction of the transportation network as the modern
means of connecting different part the city. Within this scope the construction of the
AiPahl avi St r etharoaghfarénghe triiae stricne gnd antideological apparatus

to demonstrate the stgdewer is significantFurthermore its role in decentralizing the old city

cente t hat had been identified as the traditio
ideologies of the deceaséghjar Dynasty is important to this study. Tehranthis period

acquires a modern appearance as the capital of lmathe second part ohis chapter the
processes of the main structural developments of the city will be studigorepetties of the

city frameworkthat depict the conformation of Tehran into a rather bureaucratic and industrial

city will be identified. The condition of the an urban structure consisting of the
transportation network and the old city center as the starting point of the urban development and
their evolution in the city within the context of modernizing througheaiew of the skeletal

structure of the city anits fabricwill be studied Furthermore the role of the Pahl&treetin

mobilizing the old city center andivergence ofts functions into the newly constructadban

fabric will demonstrate the effect of the imposed grid of transportation networkhen t

transformation of the city structure

The modernizing efforts of the second Pahlerd will be studied as they continue to follow

Reza Shahb6s modernizing program in the sense



the footsteps of the father, his son Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi tegsidéoice the national
identity of the Iranians through a different ideological perspective that weavitalize the

ancient Iranian history by means of glorification of the Althaemenian Empireather than
imposing his seffiriven modernization efforts similar to the previous period. Through an
agenda ThaWeaRevolutioa i n the 1960s Mohammad Reza
reforming program aiming to undergo major efforts inteeszing the country and bring about

better life conditions for peopleAlongside its modernizing and westernizing character in
constructing the infrastructure this agenda relied on concepts of a glorious distant past such as
the MfAopennes scoltureds it teided toaemisrace ather cultures and thdikate
quality of the country. Therefore in through the development of the urban structure these
concepts were utilized to imply mottos basically rooted in the ancient cultacerding to the
location of the city center as the main core of urban development the concept of openness will
be studied in terms of the radial extension of the urban functions alongside thetneerand

their penetration of functions into the newly constructed regiélsn, the newly constructed

urban fabric and its characters conforming to openness rather than density in the traditional
fabric will be the matter of study in this chapter in respect to the population growth and capital

accumulation according to econonaieolutions of this period.

Religious traditions have a special power to articulate moral intuitions, especially with
regard to vulnerable forms of communal life. In the event of the corresponding political
debates, this potential makes religious speestriaus candidate to transporting possible
truth contents, which can then be translated from the vocabulary of a particular religious

community into a generally accessible Ianguébe

Keeping the track of modernization this study will examénenajor shif in ideology from
nationalistsecular to Islamidn the Islamic Republic periodThe Islamic ideology and its
ideological apparatuses will be discussed as a conceptual tool to measure the urban development
of the period.Also the utilization of modern ateents such as the mastrees of the city as

means of transmission of ideology namely the Valiasr Street (formerly known as the Pahlavi

Street) will be discussed.

7 Jurgen, Habermas, "Religion in the Public SpheEerbpean Journal of Philosoptpppril 2006),
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/}.146878.2006.00241.x/abstraeiccessed June 15, 2011)
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Finally the urban functions of the city will be identified through a historical approach
Operations and functions in each period as well as their processes of their transfonrnitigtien
studied; mainlythe political, commercial and bureaucratic functiohise previously discussed
historical periods will beutilized in order to classify the ¢hnology of the urban development

and its transformatioim reference to the role of the madtrees in decentralization of the old

city core. The Valiasr Street remains one of the significant elements in transmission of ideology
in each epoch as it caed the urban functions through its seatrth extension.

Final Words

It is expected to obtain an understanding the representational and transforming quality of one of
the major strees in the urban structure of Tehran, the Valiasr Street and realize the
transformation pattern of Tehran by rereading its urban architecture through the processes of
decentralization of the city of its old core and its divergence under the modernizing efforts of

first and second Pahlavi periods and after 1979 revolution



Chapter 2

2. THE ADVENT OF MODERNIZATION (1925 -1941)

2.1.The Reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi

2.1.1.The Coup D'état

Figure 2.1 Portrait of Reza Shah after His Coronation, Tehran, 1926.
[Internet, WWW], ADDRESShttp://www.niasnet.org/iraimistory/persiadeaders/reza_shah_pahlavi/
[Accessed: 22 March 2011].

Through a deep historical revigeddie,an Iranian professor of Eastern, Iranian, and women's
history’®, states that during 19226 the country was facing chaos according to numerous
internal and external matters. From within, the crises were mainly the military turmoil followed

by the First World War, revoltgconomic challenges and the British effortglé@iending India,

and Iranés oil against bolshevism and the wea

the time were the Russian and Caucasian revolution, nationalist argl tpio 6 i mov e men

18 From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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against the British i reignloccapqtion a®all asknatpralsand i ght a

pro-Islammovementsn India®

During this time, the presence of a strong British army in the country and iBaisitievik

policy, led to the dismissal of the Russian White Officer of the Cossack Brigade Byitible

intervention and his replacement with an Iranian officer, known as Reza khan with the direct

order of General Edmund Ironside. Ironside was a British commander in chief who was in
charge of the British Royal Arm§° Reza Khan, who had been trairiache Cossack brigade,

was in charge of the shahdés body guards as we
as guard duties at legations before he took over the brigade as the chieffficer.

This was the time when the way of the 1921 couRbya Khan an&eyyed Zia Tabatabaian

Iranian politician, had been paved by the intervention of the British. Marching from Qazvin to
Tehran (located in 150 km west of Tehran) Reza Khan almost faced no opposition in staging his
coup and successfully fordehe government to resign. The last member of the Qajar Dynasty at
throne, Ahmad Shah Qajar, due to his very young age (14 years old) was officially powerless in

ruling the country and preferably left the pover.

After the 1921 coupd'état an autocraticgovernment was created with the strength of
performing reform and centralization of the ¢
of power was as the commander of army &eyyed Zia Tabatabaibecame the Prime

Minister. Later in April 1921 healsoook over the Ministry of War
KhaneSar dar Sepahd which Iliterally means the ¢

coupd'étatare known to be interfered indirectly by the British governmem wished to halt

19 Nikkie R, Keddie,Qajar Iran and he Rise of Reza Khan, 1796825 Costa Mesa, CA: Mazda
Publishers, 1999Y,9-88.

“YAEdmund lronside; the first Baron Ironsideo,
http://en.wkipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Ironside,_1st Baron_Ironside#Interwar_p¢aiccessed

December 30, 2010)

21 Joseph MUpton, The History oModern Iran; an InterpretatiofCambridgeHarvard UP, 1960)49.

2 Ervand, Abrahamian, Jran Between Two RevolutiofiJ: Princeton UP,1982),16-117.
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the Bolshews' penetration of Iran particularly because of the threat it posed to the British
colonial possession of Indi&.

2.1.2 The Construction of Infrastructure

The new administrative system was in favor of modernization that had emerged since the First
Worl d War by means ol thigpetot the intelectuat straohad arfair | 0
understanding of modern currents such as Nationalism, Constitutionalism, Democracy and

Socialism both radical and moderate.

Reza khan proclaimed several soceflorms alongside preferring the unity of Iranians in the
army body despite the British and Russian intention, although creation of a national army

always remained central to his power and programs.
His major efforts according to the social reforms cowddrentioned as:

The reform in the political structure; imprisonment of the notables

The denunciation of the 1919 anglersian agreement

The denunciation of Iraniagoviet agreement

The agrarian reform

Measures for public education and health

Reestablisiment of the parliament

Reinforcement of army against autonomous and rebellious movements

Giving divisions in the capital and the country

=A =4 =4 4 4 -4 -4 -5 A

Building up domestic and foreign allies with Conservative and moderate parties
Leaving aside British interest in Pensigulf security and oil

1 Planning the trankanian railway to the southern port of Khorramshahr(previously
Muhammareh) by keeping the Amir of Khuzestan under house arrest in Tehran till his

death and renaming Arabestan province to Khuzestan

% |bid
24 Sanjoy Mazumdarop. cit, 331338
12



Renunciation ofhe Soviet Iranian treaties
Distribution of state lands to peasants
Creating schools

Construction of roads and railroads

=A =4 =4 4 =

Turning to US for financial advice 1922 in tax collection which itpurpose was to
accumulate more money for social developmenthsas building the trarsanian
railroad. Taking advantage of foreign loans occurred with American financial mission
under Dr. Millspaugh.

1 arresting and killing many of the tribal leaders

obliging Iranians to obtain birth certificate
organizing a uniforrmet r i ¢ system and solar <calendar
date

9 establishment of Central Council of Federated Trade Unions by Socialist Communist
Parties conducting strikes despite the fact that there were few modern industries
Leading to the eablishment offudehParty (radical left) in 1941

9 Campaigning for a republic inspired by Ataturk in Turkey although in the end the
Ulemastated that the republic is prohibited by Islam.

1 The glorification of prdslamic Iranian nationalism in order to brefihm the Qajar
dynasty which had been known respRezasi bl e f
Khan Therefore many of the European measures had been undertaken. And
governmental and public structure recalled the architectural antitpgitgncient pasts

a shared locus of identity.

9 Establishment of a government that is capable of reforming centralization and
independence and modernization. This effort had been supported by the intellectuals,

the middle class, elites and common peéple.

%5 Joseph MUpton, op. cit,53-87.

*The name Pahlavi refers to an ancient Persian language and implies the desire of Raza Shah in
promoting prelslamic Iranian history. Orhe other hand his intention was to prove the legitimacy of his
monarchy by referring to the ancient successful monarchical regime of the Achaemenian.
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Finally in December, 12, 1925 the dynasty change occurred under a constituent assembly as
Ahmad Shah fled to Europe. Reza khan took the name Reza Shah Pahlavi* and his coronation
ceremony in 1926 at the age of 48 officially announced the change in dynasty fromdQajar
Pahlavi and launched a new sopiglitical era.

Departing from the past and by the beginning of a new era, Reza shah continued his efforts by
embarking on the program of Modernization, Persianization, Centralization and Development.
As a result the grotm of the middle class according to public welfare and education was

i mpressive. Reza Shahds Modernizing campaign
creating a unifying identity for a fragmented territory in terms of linguistic, ethnics and
religions, and the urban fabric by linking the present to thelglaenic past that is the T9

century approach to history. The great Achaemenian Empiresftury B.C) as principal focal

point during the Pahlavi era (192979) remained as an apparatusrexfreating a glorified

nati onal identity alongside with a national
Mazumdar explains how the power, decision making and ideology is effective in mainly
transforming the urban fabric. The power operationatals Nationalism in this era occurred
through institutional factors such as political, administrative social and religious structure of the

society.”

2.1.3.The Construction of National Identity

The purpose was to create homogenous citizens within adenmous natiostate. Therefore

such effort demanded major environmental and infrastructural reforms discussed previously. In
order to lend national coherence in a new level, a sense of unity had to be given to the Persian
nationhood either by juxtaposisgymbols of an already existing tradition mainly imported from
Europe which had been radically Modern or by taking advantage of the ancient history to gain
immediate eminence and permanent legitimacy to rule over the Iranian nation. In this regard

RezaShaltwas personally in charge of modernizing

%6 Sanjoy,Mazumdarop. cit, P. 329
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The continued efforts towards <creating a hom
were based on three main pillars namely as a modern army, governmental bureaucracy and
cout patronage according tMostafa Vaziriwhile he discusses national identifyln the
fragmented and decentralized I ran of that tir
tribes in order to create single cultured and a mMomguistic country. Theefore by the help of a

modern army the homogenization was applied by organizing provinces obeying the central state

in a unified manner. Following the decentralization of the tribes a uniform educational system

was imposed on each segment of Iran in oraéransform it into a single cultural and linguistic

entity. The statevide secular education system contradicting the cleric educational system paid

much attention to the participation of women and praised their educational improvement. Later

in 1934 Téran University was opened as the first higher educational vocation for both genders

that had been a revolutionary social and intellectual event undermining the clerics through a
secular educational system. A secular, modernized and-cstatt®lled educ&n was to

provide the new generation with a new level of understanding and communication outside the
religious boundaries of social behavior and interaction between men and women. Moreover the
dress reform which outlawed the traditional dress in favowes$tern dress code and the
forbiddance of wearing |Islamic costume by wom
towards creating a homogeneous naffofihe construction of infrastructure, accessibility and
availability of means of communicaton mé ded under Reza Shahds mon
his nationalist mottos and a national anthem under the same flag gradually brought a sense of
bel onging to the 6lranian Nationd to the inha
occur although mny of the peripheral regions such as Azerbaifjamrdistan and Khuzestan,

etc. stood on the threshold of an imagined unified nation, the political attempts were so well

perceived by the citizerfs.

2" Mostafa Vaziri, Iran as Imagined Nation; the @setitution of National IdentityNew York, NY:
Paragon House, 1993), 261.

%8 Talinn Grigor,Building Iran: Modernism, Architecture, and National Heritage under the Pahlavi
Monarchs(New York: Periscope, 2009), 16.

29 Benedict Anderson Imagined CommunitiefReflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism
(London: Verso, 1991), 886.
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2.1.4. Tehran, aModernized Capital

In order to providesufficient information about the transformation of the urban structure of
Tehran it is necessary to have a brief review on the history of Tehran and its formation as the
capital city of Iran.

Tehran, a city on the extension of mount Damavand the highestgbdéran was a small village
outside the borders of the city of Ray, till the end of th8 déntury. It was situated at the
intersection of two major trade highways namely as theveest on the southern edge of
Alborz mountain and the nortbouth rote that connected the Caspian Sea to the Persian Gulf.
The city of Rayhas been inhabited for thousands of ray as the capital of the Seljuk dynasty in
the 14" century and finally declined at the end of the medieval period as Tehran began to

grow.®

Until the 16" century the town of Tehran was not wiflown and its neighbors such as
Varamin ray andQazvin were more important according to urban development higtory.
However not much reliable information is available according to the history of Tehran
urbanization it is obtained from the historical studies that Tehran started about 300 years ago as
a city during the reign ofShah Tahmasb Safavid5141576). The first town planning
considerable of study was executed in Tehran in 1553 with the construcdtienaoity walls and

theBazaar®

%L, Lockhart, op. cit38.

3L sanjoy, Mazumdar, "Autocratic Control and Urbare§ign: The Case of Tehran, Ifaddournal of

Urban Design(2000), 317318

32 Abbas Moghaddam Baizaar the achievement of the Islamiidlization; A short history of the Tehran
Bazaab The Newsletter of Chamber of Commerce publication of the Chamber of Commerce,
Industries & Minef the Islamic Republic of Iraif-eb. 1994, http://www.ivl.8m.com/iran38.htm
(accessed April 20, 2011)
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Figure 2.3 Outside the walls of Tehran in the first half of the eighteenth centurysource

: archive of
Milad tower Tehran
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Figure 2.4 Insidethe city wall of Tehran in the second half of the eighteenth centurysource picture

archive of the Milad Tower

One of the first monuments of Tehran (which remained until 1870) was the enclosed rampart

and the city wallswhich were 2 km long with 114 towers and had gates on four sides, in
accordance with the pattern of ancient Persian citigs.1720, during the reign oShah

Tahmaseb |I Tehran became the capital of Iran for a short time, but kKdem Khan Zand

(17051779) chose his hometown Shiraz to be capital of Ilee hr anés f i r st roya
buil't in Karim Khan Zandoés er a. There is sti
Gol estan (Qajarés Royal resi dence)Becawehaofc h i s
Tehr ands -potieat sitfatior (itsgcentic position and distance from the boarders) in

1785, Aga Mohammad Khan Qajar chose the city as the permanent capital®f Iran.

#Bvasili 3 VBaathbid,h Historical Géography of Irarfrans. Svat Soucek, e@.E.
Bosworth(NJ: PrincetonUniversity, 1984)
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Figure 2.5 Berzin's Map. In Atlas of Tehran Metropolis. [Internet, WWW] ADDRESS:
http://www.irancarto.cnrs.fr/contents.php?v=3&c=*&l=fkccessed 12 June 2011]

During theQajar period the city wall, gateways and tAeg complex were reconstcted and
expanded, but they remained along traditional lines of social and spatial urbanization. The
network of buildings and streets grew more complex but did not undergo fundamental or

planned changes in structuté.

One of the first maps of Tehran, whiwas drawn b¥lias Berezirin 1847, shows the structure
of the city surrounded by its wall. The wall functioned as a protection and had 114 guard

towers. The city wall, was limiting the urban expansion.

%Mina Marefat,Building to Power: Architecture of Tehran in 192941, Thesis (MIT: Dept. of
Architecture, 1988)18.
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The city gateways made the control of i mmi
five main entrances of Tehran are shown (gi#éyeways): Gat®awlat - to the north, Gate
Shemiran - to the north, Gat®oulab - to the east, GatdbdolAzim - to the south, Gate
Qazvin - to the west.

A map, drawn only ten years later in 1857HKayiz enables us to trace the expansion of Tehran
to the north and south.
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June 2011]
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One notable difference bet ween Kr 3hemiranrdheand Be|
north part of the city) and to the west, which are not shown in Berezin's map. The physical
pattern ofmahallasconsisted of a hierarchy of streets and alleys. Their rapid development
during this period can be sa@agn by comparing B

In 1891, Tehran was renamed BlkiK h el af a Naser i (Naserl edein St
of Islam). Lots of urban changes happened during the last decade of the nineteenth century. To
accommodate further expansion of the city, another wall wastconsct ed and t he
gateways were increased tol2 (three on each side).
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Regional map of Tehran ca. 1860 before expansion of 1 4004

Figure2.7 Regional Map of Tehran Ca. 1840 before Expansion df891, source: Marefat, 1988
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In 1891, an Iranian engineAbdolghaffar Najmolmolkirew a map of Tehran showing its new
boundaries. The map was based on the studies
supervision ofNajmolmolk.The circumference of the city measured around 19,200 meters.
There were approximately 9,000 hess The city was divided into six districtsghallag
called:Mahalleh Doulat, Sangalaj, Bazar, Oudlajan, ChalmaydadArge Saltanati.
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Figure 2.8 Tehran in 1892 Abdolgafar's map, Atlas of the greater Tehran.[Internet, WWW]|
ADDRESS:http://www.irancarto.cnrs.fr/contents.php?v=3&c=*&I=pkccessed 12 June 2011]
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It can be said that T e h Qa@gamnsdbeforau thelPahlavig svasr uct ur ¢
traditional in form and functiorDuring the nineteenth century Tehran had three major urban
expansions, but until 1920 its urban character remained unchanged. It can be seen as the
continuation of an urban tradition which defines the roots of urban growth. In the late
nineteenth and elgr twentieth century, the construction of new urban functions led to the
northward expansion of the city during the modernizing period of the first Pahlavi era till

present.

Mina Marefat through a vast historical investigation pointsteathistory of Tefan becoming
the capital city. Through her investigation she states t@irding to the modernization of the
urban fabric since the government resided in Tehran, efforts took place in order to tbefaran

modernized capital comparalelsfahan and Sraz.

Tehrands significance began to emerge from 1¢
Tehran. Since then the streets had been widened and buildings rose rapidly regardless of a

systematic preservation syst eropment@nd és udanr uct ur
alteration is basically the holy aspect of Ra

expansion and its socjmolitical implications in undermining the significance of Islam.

The Urban Modernization in Tehran started with the removal of the city walls, as
representatives of the control of the old regime (Qajar) and demoligténgid gates between
1923 and 127 provided the unlimited expansion of the city. The primary steparts
Modernizing Tehran occurred alongside with turning downAige (Golestan palace complex)
walls so the ministries were visible and accessible by the public and the Replacement of old
residential buildings of thérg with large scale modern buildinger ministry of finance and
justice, reconstruction of the structure and constructing athgnistrativebuildings. Also the

poor neighborhood adjacent to theg had been destructed and replaced by the largest planned
landscape known dsaghe-melli (national Garden, also known as City Park). The inner city
was opened for expansion providing the possibility to decentralize the traditional bureaucratic

network which consisted of interest groups with great secanomic power; th8azaar the
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Ulema ard the old residential quarters providing the government with the control over the
urbanism in order to decentralize dense traditional cefiters.

Figure 2.9 The Old Arg Complex Before Demolition In The Beginning Of Reign Of Reza Shah
Pahlavi. [Internet, WVW], ADDRESS: http://www.tebyan.net/index.aspx?pid=11952 [Accessed: 22
March 2011].

pmental buildings
fme known as Arg.

Fhran often housed the
. Shah Soleiman Safavid (1667-
on of the palace; today, however,

ave

Figure 2.10 Tehran Arg Complex after Renewalin the First Pahlavi era

In this period the promotion of open public spaces through the modernizing efforts of th@ouwierg
led to construction of public parks and open green spaces in large scale.

[Internet, WWW], ADDRESS: http://mytourismcourse.blogfa.com/dds2.aspx [Accessed: 22 March
2011].

% Marefat, MinaBuilding to Power: Architecture of Tehran 192941 Thesis. Massachusette Institute
of Technology, Dept. of Architecture, 1988
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Figure 2.11 Golestan palace complex after renewal and city part (Bagh-Melli),
Google Earth Novermber 14 2010. March 30 2011.

The power and ideology of the ruling class
Architecture, explainsralinn Grigor. Considering the ancient architecture as successful and
glorified, the buildings erected in this era are either copies from the past or implying an
abstraction of a building type or simply an abstraction of a function embodying notions of
Iranian Nationalism, Formal Modernism translated through revivalism of an Ancisturii

As a result the Architecture became an apparatus to empower political condition and embodied
a symbolic urban role in creation of a national narrative, fabricated in the city while
simultaneously baring the hidden political agenda of urban conithinwtheir presence at
specific locations in the capital by symbolizing a mighty monarch aspiring to a centralized
government at a time when the country was suffering from fragmentation and tribal unrest

outside the borders of the capital Tehfan.

The city underwent great scale fundamental changes mainly according to the Haussmanian

fashion of modernizing. The modernyciof Tehran acquired the consideration of building

% Grigor, Talinn op. cit, 18.
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fiModern Streeds t hr ough met hods reminiscent of Bar on
and key architects were familiar with the Parisian paradigm of reconstruction. Therefore an
orthogonal grid of streets was superimposed to the existing dense irregular pattern of the old

city. Paved and widened boulevards, separated pedestrian and Wetfiicidines represented

the image of a modernized city.

Figure 2.12 The Tle de la Cité and its medieval surroundings before the Haussmann works
(Vaugondy map of 1771[Internet, WWW)] ADDRESS:
http://www.search.com/reference/haussmann'’s_renovation_of[fecesed 21 May 2011]

Figure 2.13 The Tle de la Citéransformed by Haussmann: new transverse streets (red), public
spaces (light blue) and buildings (dark blue)finternet, WWW)] ADDRESS:
http://www.search.com/reference/Haussmanménovation_of ParifAccessed: 21 may 2011]

37 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GeorgeBug%C3%A8ne Haussmann
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According to Mina Marefatodés Thesis dissertati
shah personally initiated and directed a public building program defining a new function for the

city as well ascreating a modern profession of architecture in IfBilme aim of the new
construction program was creating new forms without precedent in Iran as well as creating a

new paradignifReza shahodés determined modernizing vis
and dislike in religious intervention and breaking from Islamic conventions had empowered his
modernizing efforts however, Lenczowski believes that unlike Ataturk in Turkeya Bfeh

managed to establish a monarchy and considered a new constitution in glorifying and
revitalizing consciousness of thacientAchaemenidrchitecture in terms of symbolisthThe

new construction rather incarnated a modernist version efsfamic ectonics appropriated

and interpreted from the remains of ancient structures still standing in Iran conforming mainly

to Zoroastrian prototype$.Although in this period, buildings became symbolic expression of

the state while poorly adopting copies of cami c a | Al nternational St yl

westernizing the Eaét.

Baring in mind the importance of the western
future where Iran is no longer to be seen as a back warded country and Tehran as a
representae city to itself and to the world must have embodied his beliefs and intentions and
principles in its social and urban | andscape.
brought about notions of Industrialism, Aiftiibal Centralism, Education&@levelopment, State

Capitalism and Secularism through the institutionalization and intensification of ideas of

Nationalism and Modernism generated in the previous cefftury.

38 Mina, Marefat op. cit, 29.

39GeorgeLenczowski , AFrom Attestation oflranlumerthp endence
Pahlavis (CA: Hooverinstitution press, 1978),04.

0 Talinn, Grigor, op. cit, 9.
“!bid. P. 10

“2Nikki R Keddie and Yann Richardylodern Iran: Roots and Results of Revolutjbiew Haven, CT:
Yale UP, 2003), 27.

The national consciousness in creation of Nationakstitiment started in 19th century which led to the
Constitutional Revolution in 19686. Therefore the roots of Nationalist Modernism and Revivalist
reforms of the 20th century are found in the seritdllectual movements of 19th century Qajar Iran
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Grigor believes that analogous to the expanding andpsaffioting centralized Pahia
government the building of monuments, modern squares and large avenues emerged. They were
supposed to inspire openness, honesty and democracy in their appearance and be reflective of
the New State by their own physical character. The purpose of tieesentés was to introduce a

new relationship between state and people by undermining traditional institutions and represent
the reshuffling of the social structure. Through conducting a new dialogue, the government was
aiming to interact with its people ordéferent level making them face the state by emphasizing

on the centrality of it. Therefore, plelamic image had been brought back and intimated a

rational future®

Since the state was the setter of style, changes occurring in Tehran were fundamdetital a
pace was rapidThe message transmitted was Nationalism and secularism and the symbolic
language chosen was the {stam imagery that was the power of the ancient Persian Empire.
Acquiring a new symbolic language declared the significance of tierdrculture that aimed

to undermine the power of religion according to the nationalist secular propdganda.

Since architecture became the state propaganda, archeology became the suitable vocabulary in
that era, since the two decades between the world Wwacame the hay day of Persian
architecture, museums in the oriental institute in Chicago, the British museum in London and

also Leningrad hosted the Persepolis ruins in the 1930s. Another vocabulary utilized in this era
could be named as pdsiamic asi t uses the ter ms fimoder no, f
Making the demar cati on bet ween Amoder no and

buildings”

3 Talinn Grigor, op. cit, 11.
4 Joseph MUpton, The History oModern Iran; an InterpretatioiCambridge Harvard UP, 1960) , 42.

> Mina Marefat,op. cit,.73.
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2.1.5. The Case of Pahlavi Street

AfThe street is no longer track for cattl e,
circulation, a new organ, a construction in itself and of the utmost importance, a sort of

extended *“wedorkuseh op. 0

Figure 2.14 Pahlavi Street (Valiasr Street) in the first Pahlavi era[Internet WWW] ADDRESS:
http://www.khabaronline.ir/new&47300.aspxAccess: 21 May 2011]

Figure 2.15 Pahlavi Street (Valiasr Street)n the first Pahlavi era. [Internet, WWW)] ADDRESS:
http://www.fouman.com/history/img/Tehran_Pahlavi_Street_1955_smghpmpssed: 21 May 2011]

“% e Corbusier The City of TomorroWCambridge: M.I.T, 1929 123
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Built by Reza shah and named after the Monarch the Pahlavi Street traversed all the way from
Dolat district in the north to the railway station in the south. The 25 km long street portrayed the
state authority though a figurative representation. The asphaéd street featured tréeed
pedestrian paths with water from open irrigation ditches along its entire length. In the northern
part it became the most fashionable and prestigious residential areas, housing villas amd walk
apartmentsAt major integsections commercial nodes, luxury shops and cafés appfdred
building regulation along the Pahlavi Street allowed onstd®ey buildingsgnspected by shah
himself The planning outlook of shah was more of function, although aesthetics had been taken
into account by planting plane trees alongside the route, formerSafagidfavorite tree, later

known aschenar abbas{Maple)?’ The street gradually transformed into a commercial hub,

attracting population and visitors.

Palace
7
%
Bazaar

D)
§

Figure 2.16 Pahlavi Street (Valiasr Street) in the first Pahlavi era(Drawing by the author)
This image displays the positioning of the PahBtveetin reference to the existing central core of the

Arg governmental complex and Bazaar.

The street as an object ofpresentation shifted the Islamic understanding of space as the
subject of attention to a void residing in it the elements of modernization and the ideas of

openness of space and modern spaces were introduced. Therefore in the new modern open space

4" Mina Marefat op. cit,80-86.
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the buldings inherently carried representative meanffigdtreet as a new urban symbol was
added to the urban vocabulary of Tehran in this era. While the old symbolizing revolved around
buildings such asnosquesand religious schooldMadreseh andBazaa,rin order to acquire a
modernistic vision on urbanism modern terms replaced the traditional. The new civilization
symbol was production and capital and modernist visions which the street in its entity was
witnessing their activitie&’

The Pahlavi Street thugh its northward extension promoted the urban architecture of Tehran in
many senses. The upward expansion of the city led to more construction in north of Tehran and
many inhabitants especially tlgazaar merchants began residing in this region. RezahSh
completed the building of a new palatial complex knowisas 6 d aAddtlze degion became

rich in terms of urban facilities and leisure. Firstly by connecting northern part to the south,
where the traditional fabric of tHgazaarand residents lived, firovided the government with

the possibility of defense against raids from the south. Secondly the extensive avenue promoted

the use of vehicles and public transportation as means of travelling.

2.1.6. Conclusion

The imposition of an exoteric grid sfreets promoting open space, on the esoteric and closed
fabric of the old neighborhoods of Tehran caused the emergence of bipolarity between north
and south. As the northern parts began developing economically and socially, the southern
regions remainedigid to the urban transformation in this era. Moreover the antagony of the
clerics Ulemg promoted their resistance.

Many of the negative features alongside modernization under the reign of Reza Shah stemmed
from brutal autocracy and therefore the antagfs of the clerics as they had always been the

mediators between the government and the governed, due to decrease in their payment they

“8 Talinn Grigor,op. cit, 1923.

“9 MostafaKiani, Architecturein the First Pahlavi PeriodTrans. Author Tehran: Institute of
Contemporaryranian Historical Studies, 2004), 1182.
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brought up issues in political and social developments as opposing to Islam due to their
representational qualiti€8.

2.2. The Process ahe Main Structural Development of Tehran through History in
the First Pahlavi Era

2.2.1. Properties of the City Framework

According to the extensive research produced by the Technical Consulting organization in
Tehranthe beginning of theeign of RezaShah Tehran had the same appearance as it had
previously in theQajar era. Especially because during the last kin@ajard s gnrperiod not

any major construction effort took place and the city did not expasidén

In the Reza Shalera, according to the accumulation of fingnowilti faceted developments

took place in the city which resulted in the development and expansion of the city. In this period
Tehran acquired new functions in terms of centralizatiothefoureaucratic organizations and
industrial developments. This matter influenced the traditional activities of the city and resulted
in the creation of new urban sectors that formed the basis of the development and functional and

structural transformatioof the city in the 20century.

In the first Pahlavi era according to the politjcedcial and economica&volutions, the city of

Tehran conformed to rather a bureaucratic and industrial society. In this fundamental evolution

that took place betweenred vy 19206s ti |l | late 19406s the gov
and social institutionas well as economic institutions as means of securing long term political

and economic intentions in order to prepare the ground for the transformation afcthle s

structure.

In terms of the framework of the city in this era, the city complex of Tehran regardless of its

expansions was located within tNasseri WalP* Due to the fast pace of the city development

*Y Nikkie R, Keddie,Qajar Iran and he Rise of Reza Khan, 178825(Costa Mesa, CA: Mazda
Publishers, 1999F 57.
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and intending to provide the city with fundamemiaanges the demolition of the city walls
began in 1932 and finally in 1937 the city walls weoenpletelyremoved from TehranThe
entrenchments around the city were filled and new streets were built around the city instead.
Therefore the appearance dhd identity of the old city reminiscent of medieval walled cities
transformed to a new city capable of change and expansion without restrictions against its
physical growth.

The politicateconomical and the functional change of the city were followedthzy
transformation of the Aurban renewal o in its
regard.New siteswent under construction and new districts were built. The older districts were

either demolished or renewed. The governmental buildings were generally constructed in the

older district and in the renewed sectors.

With the construction of the transportatinetwork and new streeccessibility was provided

in a wider range within the city and automobile usesencouraged.

The ongoing urban development in this era constructed the ground for the structural
transformation of the city through certain franmelv of a governmental institution, the
municipality that was established in 1919 the very first actions of the municipality was the
demolition and renewal of the old districts in center and the northwest of the city and replacing

them with large scaleity parks. In this regard the district 8ange-laj is a significant example.

Following changes in certain districts of the city the demolition of the Palace walls and a
number of the palatial buildings within the royslg is of significance. In this era only a few

palaces were kept and all other buildings were to be destructed and replaced by new ministerial
buildings of the new government. The actions above took place as means of demonstrating the
collapse of the former gime. Therefore more palaces belonging to the former members of the

royal family were demolished and turned into public parks or changed their functions in order to
praise the <current government 0s p o weAga of t |
Mohamnad khard s pal ace i n t he northern Tehr an whi

bureaucratic institution of the army in the Reza Shah era.

%1 The Nasseri wall was built around Tehran during the reign of N@dsein Shah Qajar in the 19
century and according to the newofmedgvalctiesthatobser vat
had to be demolished.
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Figure 2.17 The Sangelaj District Adjacent To The Arg Complexas an Example of Traditional and
Dense Fabric Google Earth.Novermber 14 2010. March 30 2011.

Alongside the major transformations and changes in the central city districts addgthe
complexwhich turned them into institutions and ministries, the palatial buildings were moved

to the west side of thgty.
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Figure 2.18 Pahlavi Streetwithin The Grid Of Transportation Network, First Pahlavi Era.
In Maliheh Hamidi etall 9 9 7 . AThe Transformation Of The Ur ban
The Urban Structure of TehraNol. 2. (TehranTechnical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 43.
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During the reign of Reza Shah the most significant structural transformations occurred in the
northern part of Tehran. The northward expansion of the city began in the preceding years, the
reign of Nasseal-din shah Qajar while the Dolat district was born. This district was the

residence of the foreign embassies and new social groups. In the reza shah era with the
increasing desire towards modernization and formation of the new social groups of urban
resdents the northern border of the city expanded up to Takhte Jamshees Street. The
development of the urban communication and the building of new streets as well as the use of

motor vehicles led to the rapid expansion of the city towards North.

Of the majorendeavors of the first Pahlavi era was the construction of large scale streets and
avenuesand attempts to build governmental and cultural centers. These constructions are the

foundation of further growth and transformation of the city structure.

Of the nost influences oReza Shalon Tehran is the construction of the streets in large scale

and in a network fashion reminiscent of the European patterns. These constructs would cut
through the city fabric and link the ends of the city together. The trangformaf the old

streets to new boulevards in orderly geometrical shapes and forms began from the early 1920s.
By filling the old entrenchments around the city, on the four sides of the city four major streets
were constructed named afteeza Shathimself.In1 933 wi t hin the fr amewc
Renewal 0 program another plan was imposed in
The law became the means of transforming Tehran from an old medieval city to a new and
modern city matching the western patke of urban design in order to take a step forward
entering the modern world. Between 1930 and 1933 the building of the major streets namely as
Valiasr street (formerly Pahlavi) forms a network of streets and boulevards upon the surface of

the city of Tehan and 1.8 square kilometer of the city (almost 9%) goes under urban

accessibility network and square construction.

In the urbanization of the first Pahlavi era the attempt is to define a clear construction scheme
for Tehran. The squares are located on the extension of the main streets or on their conjunctions
and the surroundingseresymmaericized. Also the major buildings were built at the extension

of the mainurban arteriesor on the open public space axis and would emigbathe
symmetrical appearance of the transportation grid and architecture. The attempt was to rebuild

the city in a way which it was no longer a mono centered city and each and every square would
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gain its own significance in terms of an urban symibbk Railway station square was built at
this period acording to the notion of poly centric city

These constructions led to the development of Tehran urbanization and its structure. Within this
grid of streets major buildings were buithnsisting of govermental and public buildings. Also

cafés and hotels were built alongside the msijares as well as cinemas and theatres and trade
centers and utility centers. The urban communication spots were formed in this period by the
formation of tle transportatiorgrids. As a result oReza Shahhs pr ogram f or t he
Tehran a region was formed with properties of a city center in the north part of Tehran housing
new buildings andreenery.

The structural transformations of Tehran in this period are mivgthenced by the European

modern movement. Ordering the space and the structure of the city in terms of European

ur bani sm, l ed to inspirations fgwmobTehrantviech i Haus s
is the legacy of the 9century Europe. The organization of Tehran with numerous
perpendicularaxes with their northwardexpansion and the construction of squares which

di vided the major parts of the city, wer e t hi

These changes are the foundationsefstructural transformation of the city.

2.2.2. The Condition of the Main Structure and Its Evolution in the City

The territory of the city of Tehran had expanded after the filling of the entrenchments around
the city towards north and west. This exgian increased the size of the city to 46 square

kilometers in the 1930s and by the end of the first Pahlavi period the city grew almost 2.5 times
bigger in scale than the Qajar period. The main concern of this study is reading the structural

evolution ofthe city as well as its expansion in this historical period.

The grid like pattern of the streets and the orderly fabric of the urban scene and the restriction of
activities in certain districts are the bases of the major urban transformations in this period.
According to these new urban functions in terms of rehgwayrams reside within the core of

the old city and old buildings such as thiy complexthat had been partiallgemolished and
replaced by new governmental institutions. Although a number of buildings valuable of

historical and architectural accounts &xceptions in this matter.
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Figure 2.19 Tehran Urban Developments From The Central Core In The First Pahlavi Era.
In this figure the pattern of the urban growth regarding the transportation network is displayed
I n Maliheh Hamidi et al, 1997. AThe Transformatio

The Urban Structure of TehraNol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 45.

The crosslike structure of the streets extends tbiey expansion towards all directions
especially north. In this regarte role of Pahlavi Street is considersesiit emphasizes on the

city expansion northwards. New elements and functions are assigned to the northern and
southern part of the city. In fathis period should be considered the emergence of the scattering
of the main elements of the urban structure or the transformation of the continuous expansion
pattern to a rather discrete format. For instance major educational and cultural buildirgis as w
as the Tehran University are located at the west end and the east end of the city while the
railway station building is located on the south end. In this regard the role of the street as a
linear element in revitalization of the centrality alongside ¢bre concentration results in the

expansion of urban structure towards its boundaries.
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Two types of evolution patterns are visible in this regard. The first can be named as
inward evolutionwhich is a result acquired from the transformation of the previarban

spaces namely as the gardens and the bourgeois buildings with public use or their demolition

and renewal (thérg complex for instance) or new constructions in open urban spaces.

The outward evolutions acquired through the construction of neansportation networks
and the formation of new urban centers and functions especially the commercial functions

alongside the extension of the streets.

. Inward Development \ . Outward Development

Figure 2.20Representation of Inward and Outward Urban Structure Growth.

The inward growth of the urban structure had been prompted according to increase in the density of the
buildings in districts whilehe outward growth of the urban structure has been acquired through the
imposition of the transportation networks and rephaent of the old city walls with newly constructed

streets and boulevardkat promoted the penetration of urban functions and operations into different
directions diverging from the central core of the city.

I n Maliheh Hamidi etiah, OL9%He BiMbenTBanstobumat | n
The Urban Structure of TehraNol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 46.

In general the urban growth pattern has moved northwards and in the same exadsion
matches the urban development pattern. Although the linear growth of the city starts from the
railway station in the south, according to tleetion of Bazaaras a main element in the

structure of the city and preservation of certain buildings andwan@rograms and
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construction of governmental buildings in this region the significance of this region remains

solid while the urban development project moves northwards.

2.2.3. The Main Skeletal Structure of the City

The skeletal structure of the city in this period faced fundamental changes and the city acquires
a mixed structure. A main core within the old fabric containingBaeaarand the old Arg
complex and the newly constructed governmental buildings creatatealty of elements in

this district.From this central core consisting of various groups of buildings new streets diverge
in a radial fashion and expand to all directions and form a gird. Apart from the linear centrality
of the less important features well as the commercial and utility centers on the body of these
constructions the main elemeittsth individually and irgroups reside alongside this grid and

create scattered cores to it.

Bazaar 17
Arg Complex v
Old Districts )

A

7_‘&«““:—,—“5 by

Figure 2.21 The New Transportation Network; Representing Replacement of the City Walls with
New Setsof Streets.(Drawing by the author)

In the pattern mentioned above what matters the most is the connection between these elements
which is created through the linear elements and is of major significance according to the urban

scale of this period. Because the connecting streets were thehnadbughfares of the urban
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fabric creatingransportation networkalongside these constructions. In this regard the Pahlavi
Street is a major example. The mentioned connection axes create new grounds in the formation

of new function and the developmagitthe urban structure.

Structural boundary in the first Pahlavi era

Structural boundary in the late Qajar era

City boundary in the late Qajar era

e
-

City boundary in the first Pahlavi era t'_j

Structural Development directions [;]

Figure 2.22 Evolutions of Structural Boundaries in the City According to Respective Periodsin
Mal i heh Hami di et al, 1997. AThe TransforTheati on
Urban Structure of TehratVol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 46.

2.2.4. The City Fabric of the Main Structure

In the revision of the urban fabric of the main structure a few matters are to be pointed out. The
fabric of the old section of the urbamstture, theBazaardistrict, is left untouched which is
dense in its nature continuous and roofed. This section has either been alongstteethe
creating a variety of volumes in the body of #ieeet In this area buildings with courtyards

have remaned untouched.

The newer parts of the old district are less dense and larger in volume and bigger land divisions.

The texture has more variety and buildings under the influence of the western modern
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architecture tend to be more emphasized on their outersgdtation. In general two types of
buildings are visible in this region:

1) Adjacency of buildings based on the open space between them, for instance the
ministerial buildings in the Arg complex

2) A rather more orderly buildings alongside an urban open spéste two types of
outward orientation are visible in the buildings of this era:

Figure 2.23New Open Urban Fabric Vs. The Old Closed Fabric.
The quality of openness displayed in the image above is promoted by the construction of wide streets as

meansof modernization.
I n Mali heh Hamidi et al , 1997. fThe Transformati o

The Urban Structure of TehraNol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 47.

The first case is the building beisgrrounded with garden and green space which also delivers
two types, a type adjacent to the open space ahtreughfareand visible to the public users,

like Tehran University, the other type is that the open space itself is bounded which is

significant in the visual quality in the urban fabiric.

On the other hand the outward orientation emerges in form of positing a Siiddég
adjacent to the maigtreetsof the city, the street. In this case the Tehran railway station is a

significant example.

This type of urban fabric and construction which is influenced by the western modern
architecture has been adopted in creatibrthe street facades and the main squares. In the

newer parts of the urban structure a linear fabric of the commercial, leisure and service
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buildings appears which demonstrates the prevalence of the western architecture and lending
importance to the exter of the buildings while creating a continuous body.

Figure 2.24 Bazaar. Tehran, Iran. Photograph. Encyclopaedia Britannica Online. Web. 22 Jun. 2011.
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/74445/Shoptiemgthe bazaatin-Tehranlran>.

Railway
‘ Square
\

Figure 2.25the location of the railway square in reference to Bazaar, Arg and Valiasr Street
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Figure 226 Tehran Railway Station, 1927 [Internet, WWW)] ADDRESS:
http://tehran.rai.ir/Site.aspx?ParTree=A090000@8&essed: 1 June 2011]

Figure 227 Tehran Railway StationnAh madzadeh, Measam. fipioohr an Rai | wa
Googleearth.con26 Jun. 2008. 14 Nov. 2018 http://www.panoramio.com/photo/11530%71
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In other examples the city fabric of the main structure the existence of open spaces around the
buildings and their distance with thi®oroughfares visiblethataccentuates the decompression.

Generally speaking, in this period, teeratic and organic fabric of the preceding periods is
replaced with an orderly grid of buildings and transportation networks. The compression of the
fabric is decreased and thenseontinuous fabric is dominant. Therefore distinguishing
districts belonging to public and governmental functions is prominent and they stand out as they
acquire larger scales in height, volume and occupation of the open green space surrounding
them.

2.2.5. Functional Characteristics

In theReza Shalperiod with the change in the sogolitical and economical system, industrial
development was also added to the city purposes and caused changes in the structural properties

of the city. The development of the new bureaucratic, judiciary and cultutitiions became

inevitable. Following the western Europetaits the bureaucratic institutions were diverged

from the body of power and in pursuit of f a
establishing modern governmental institutions modernizatitions took place. Although in

the moder ni zat i Bazaarpemairied dntouchBd kthe axtelds®on of the new
commercial activities towards the northern parts of the city caused a larger distance between
Bazaarand the commercial and bureaucratctors of the northern region. Therefore the core

of the city was divided into two major bureaucratic and commercial sections.

In order to identify the functionaharacteristis of the urban structure in this period it would be

beneficial to consider thconstructions according to their functions and their locations.

The northward expansion of the new northward growing city center results in the establishment
of new public and governmental functions and distributes these functions namely as banks by
mears of newly constructed street lines. In this period the streets gain significance as axes for
linear establishment of the elements of the urban structure. Most of the bureaucratic, cultural
and leisure and commercial centers are formed alongside thessraets which play a major

role in the expansion of the urban context. As more public functions reside on the extension of

the streets the old and newly constructed residential fabrics are located behind this border.
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In general it could be concluded the new functions which are mainly bureaucratic and

commercial are located in a large core on the northern side of the old center. Therefore as a

result the city center functions are divided into two groups of bureaucratic and commercial and

kept a certai distance from each other.

The northern pole as the new city center of the modern urban fabric however cannot decrease

the importance of the old fabric especiddigzaarfor the middle class, gradually the mercantile

role of Bazaartransforms to wholesaknd production expert.

Valiasr Street (Pahlavi Stree!

N
v/ \\ /
4

|

. Railway Squar

Figure 2.28 Location Of Railway Square within the Urban Structure. . In Maliheh Hamidi et al,

1997. AfThe Transfor mati on

Of The ThérUbbanrStruBtare af ct ur e

Tehran Vol. 2. (Tehran: Technic&onsulting Organization in Tehran), p 52.

Although urban functions of the main urban structure in this historical period acquire more

vari ety t hey ar e most |

y derived from govern

bureaucratic sector and penetrdtmtigh the divergent axes from the main pole. By gaining a

more economic role, the city houses active mercantile and commercial functions that not only
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sustains the situation &azaarbut also happens to penetrate alongside the streets in form of

banks and shopping centers growing in a linear fashion.

The adjacent pattern and the linear functions tend to empower the activities taken place within

the urban structure, while the sporagigblic functions in different spots of the city act as

successful elements in improving the urban structure development.

2.2.6.The Accessibility and Traffic Forms within the Main Structure of the City

Of the major measures taking place in the first &dtdra which is the distinguishing factor of

his modernizing visions is the construction of streets in the city. Although the patterns used are

mainly borrowed from the European cities and tears the old urban fabric at some points it has

linked the city lbundaries and has created accessibility among various sections as well as

accessibility to the city from outside.
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Figure 2.29 Rectifications and Widening of the Transportation Network. .In Maliheh Hamidi et al,

1997. AfThe Transfor mati on

of

The ThérUbbanrStruBtare af ct ur e

Tehran Vol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 53.

Establishment of the netransportatiorsystem in cityoccurs with the construction of a network

of streetghat had started from the Nassédin Shah period and continued to this era. The use

of automobile as a new transportation fashion and the necessity of functional relations and
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connection between theban elements residing in the urban fakbggtto construction of three
types of urban networks:

1) Correction, widening and continuation of the otthnective arteries order to provide
better accessibility to major urban functions

2) prediction of function with construction of the street (Tehran railway statioialmasr
street)

3) imposing the grid of roads and streets and gradual construction of the new functions

Second Model:
-Construction of Function
-Construction of the Street

-Construction of the Street
-Construction of Function

Figure 2.30 Models Of Transportation Network Organization. . In Maliheh Hamidi et al,
1997.iThe Transformati on Of The Ur Bhebrba®t r uct ur
Structure of Tehranvol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehrarb4.

The traffic connection among urban elements and central areas was generally provided by these
new streets in this period. Except for B@zaararea which housed a traditional network inside

and the connection routes around bazaar only find access tatitsmae. Other areas and
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elements are connected through adjacency to streets and transportation networks as they are
surrounded by maistreetsaccording to their location.

In general it can be claimed that in this period the accessibility network haasadrand has
become a main element itself in the urban development processes.

Figure 2.31 Penetration Of The New Transportation Network Into The Old Urban Structure. .
I n Maliheh Hamidi et al, 1997. AThe Transformatio
The Urban Structure of TehraWol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 54.
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2.2.7. Visual Characteristicsof the City Structure

The distinguishing feature of the measures in this period is based on modernization
visualization of the dominant poweand the predominance of western traits in architecture and

urban design which introduces new aspects upon the urban structure. tiilssean be

reviewed in form of building traits (urban elements) and streets (visééH) the prevalence of
classical European architecture alongside th

appearance transforms from the traditional to a ngwaach.

With the widening and expansion of the streets and construction o$tnests that gradually
acquire a major role in formation of the urban structure, a vast purview is created and the urban
architecture is demonstratedl.major influence of ttd matter is the supremacy of the outwards
oriented architecture of this era over the inward oriented architecture of the previous periods. In
the past the only the main squares Iikagqshe-jahan square in Isfahan were demonstrating
architectural traits otheir bodies but in this period the concentrated pattern of fagade design of
a building has extended linearly to the margins of the streets. Design principles such as
providing order and rhythm by using repetitive elements and considering symmetry and
syrchrony are considered. Creation of symmetry around squaresnaplobsizing on corners

are of the positive measures in this period that lead to production of vistas and new visual

effects in the urban structure.

Added to the trends emerging in this periatading to the construction of street networks,
significant buildings reside on the axial extensions of the streets or on urban open spaces axis.
Major and significant urban spaces house public andreligious buildings. The emphasis on

these buildingsis acquired through assigning large scales to them in volume and height.
Although in comparison to todaydéds architectur
major significance according to the dense and low rise old urban fabric. Their visua$ effe

have weakened through time according to further developments in urban devel¥pment.

*2 Maliheh Hamidi and others ed$he Urban Structure of Tehrafirans. Author Tehran: Technical
Consulthg Organization in Tehran, 1997),-81.
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Figure 2.32 Eskan Buildings as the Landmarks on Valiasr Street Extension

Figure 2.33 the Positioning of theEskan Buildings in Reference to Valiasr Street

22TV ‘#k =

LR E2 DN
Figure 2.34 Eskan Buildings.
These buildings constructed in the late second Pahlavi era can be considered as landmarks on the sides of
Valiasr Street.
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Figure 2.35 the Continuous Surfaces of Commercial and Residential Functions on the Body of the
Street. (photo and Drawing by the Author)

Figure 2.36 The Sidewalks of Valiasr Street Acquiring Commercial Functions(Photo Taken by the
Author)
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CHAPTER 3

THE WHITE REVOLUTION

3.1. The Reign of Mohammad Reza Shah

Figure 3.1 Portrait of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavihe Last Shah of Iranat the Age of 22, 1941.
[Internet, WWW] ADDRESShttp://ivmp.wordpress.com/category/history/aftedam-contemporary
[Accessed: 10 June 2011]

After his ascendance to the throne in 1941 his major efforts were mainly kndaunaking
the white revolution in 1963 and begin a new
Mohammad Reza Shah came to power and announced himself as the shah of Iran and embarked

on his programs towar ds | r aordérdo biing dpehe &ranidre nc e a
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nation to the level of the most progressive societies in the world and reach the maximum
potentials of ®lranéds historic |and.

After his coronation Iran entered a new national and royal imagery which led to the definition of

a new architecture. Mohammad Reza Shah efforts had been more effective in building the
national identity and state consciousness. In his era a shift in the image of monarchy happened
based on his complex personality and charattdis vision was to rescuge glory of a remote

past, describedahangir Amuzegain order to bring supremacy to"26entury Pahlavi Iran. His
struggle for gaining legitimacy stemmed from the notion of envisioning himself as the heir to
Cyrus and Xer xes a mutanBoaglyiregstarifgsthe tost glavies ¢hroagh tthe s i
notion of the ®®Great Civilizationbo.

3.1.1. Vision and Mission

His idea was that the image and the significance of the monarch can lead the nation to future.
While losing his distinction between Monayghstate and nation he blurred them all in one

statement as dAlrarmr® was he and he was Iran. o

His feelings of his own connection to the kingship was partially rooted in the fact that he had a
royalist background and finally acquired a divine mission as Hiretsed he was chosen by

God and how his power has saved the country while he had God on his side.

In terms ofnationalism his aim was to relate fraternity, power and time tog&thareover his
nationalistic ideology was different from Reza Shah féiiser, since he had a direct impact on

the national narrative, institutions and the general mentality of the country. Instead he relied on
the glories of the past Persian Empire and on prospects of an illusionist future that he called
i Gr eat Ciwhichlwaszneodtly absiractions and therefore caused certain shortcomings.
The most important weak points to be mentioned are the ancient references were basically too

remote, fragmentary and abstracted therefore unable to conduct a nationalist discdurse an

“FranShoril r andés Shah Cr own 9 National SeobrédphiaMagazifdd68):3e mpr e s s
**Robert Graham/ran: The lllusion of powefLondon Croom Helm, 1978)2.
*5Jahangir AmuzegaBynamics of RevolutiofNY: University of New York Press, 1991)43.
56 [|h;
Ibid
> Mohammad Reza Pahlavnswerto Histay (New York: Stein and Day Publishers, 1988P.
%8 Benedict AndersorimaginedCommunitiegLondon: Verso, 199136.
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failed to communicate with public. Further mor
blurred and uncertain as they could not serve as immediate challenge or motivation for people.
This Great Civilization which had often been mentioned by Simadpnjunction with his White

Revolution which had been introduced a decade later made his central role as more significant

to the pattern of I ranian |ife. I n the 19600s
social and industrial reforms atthgh the intentions of this Great Civilization remained
ambiguous. Shah stated that since 1963 the Iranian people have been placed on the road of
common sense and progress towards the Great Civilization which is to provide people with
higher living standats. He basically described it as an effort towards understanding and peace

in order to create Rerfect Environmernitn which everyone can comfortably work. Therefore he
demanded Iranians being faithful to ancestral Universalist tradition. Grigor beliettes ¢case

of Iran it was going to make a return to it since it was once such a society during the
Achaemenian Empir€. Thus there is a certain spatiemporal ambiguity in this notion which

obviously as part of the political agenda helps keeping the mionan place but disconnects

Shah from peoplebs everyday | ives-mghcadandheir r

half-true form and the future was conforming to be equally mythical and imadfhary.

3.1.2. The White Revolution

The WhiteRevolution also called the Sh&he opl e Revol uti on started in
reforming program aiming to undergo major efforts in westernizing the country and bring about
better life conditions for people. The master plan was organized in 19631®itmajor

guidelines®*

Of the most important pillars of the white revolution Land Reform can be named. Also
nationalization of forests and privatization of government owned enterprise as well as formation
of House of Equity in the villages were the eldeuldohave solved the local problems occurred

through set points of the White Revolution. Urban and Rural Modernization and Reconstruction

**Talinn Grigor, op. cit, 2335.
% Fereydoun Hoveydahe Fall of the ShatNew York: Wyndham, 198029.
®1 Don PeretzThe MiddleEast TodayNew York, NY: Praeger, 19$3521.
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which led to building of public services schools and libraries alongside with the educational
reform in order to helpmprove the quality of life in the modern world held priority through the
processes of the White Revolutith.

Figure 3.2 Shah Distributing Land Deeds as Part of The White Revolution Agenda.
[Internet, WWW)] ADDRESS:
http://www.iranchamber.com/history/white_revolution/white_revolution.jalggessed: 10 June 2011]

Shahbés mission was <consi der atpbliical, ecohomia@and i mul t i
social democracy inside Iran. Through these processes the most significant issue was the
monarchy remaining pivotal to the operation of the Iranian politics in order to conduct an
independent, national and foreign policy while adggi the maximum regional security and

stability so Iran could preserve itself and develop. As a result Iran would reach the frontiers of

what he called A%¥he Great Civilizationo.

Anot her term entering the vocabulfartyhe f A Grheaant
Civilization fAwhich conducted an i mage of pe
concept began to penetrate various fields as

observation had been quoted in an architectural magaziar article describing Iranians as

®2"The White Revolutioty Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Revolutigrfaccessed December 29, 2011)

®3 Amin Saikal, The Rise and Fall of the ShéPrinceton, NJ: Princeton UP, 198037.
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reaching the threshold of the Great Civilizatf8ithe concept also implied entering"2gentury

within its quality of MfAGatenesso. Al so a saf
national unity. The geogray of Iran was interpreted as a passage and a gate between east and

west which in the post colonial period had a significant position as Iran was a passage to India

for the British.*° Thus Iran bore the concept of a gate which attributed a great respiynaiid

eminence to it and consequently to its king.

Mohammad Reza Shahoés preoccupation with the n
architecture of his time. The concept of a gate, a passage led to a change in the metamorphosis
of the state amitecture’®

3.1.3. Tehran

The significance of the gate concept in Tehran is the matter of interest to this research. Tehran
has gone through a major transformation from being a fortified city to finally a city with no
walls and capable of expansion imeey direction. Tehran became a residence of the Safavid
rulers in the 17th century. Tahmasp | buiBazaarand a wall around the city, but it somewhat

fell out of favor after Abbas | turned sick when he was passing the city to go to a war with the
Uzbeks®'The idea of Tehran becoming the capital dates back to 1759 when Karim Khan Zand*

ordered a government seatbe built in Tehraf?

In order to build walls around the city Karim Kiacommissioned Ostad Gholamreza Tabrizi
the architect. In 1870 and through the modernist reform of Nasereddin Shah Qajar the original
gates ofAgha Mohammad Khan Qajane founder bthe Qajar dynasty which were four major

gates placed on the four directions of north, south, east and west were replaced by 12 new

® “lran: Yesterday, Today, TomorrowArt and Architecture(JuneNovemberl8-19, 1973): 140.
% Talinn Grigor, op. cit, 86.

% Talinn Grigor, op. cit85.

®7 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tehran

% Mina Marefat, op. cit, 3311.
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gates®The number of gates in each era indicated
the city as well as socipolitical and physical reforms. Finally in the Pahlavi period, Reza Shah
demol i shed the 12 gates in order to promot e
backwardness of the Qajar regime. The act of pulling down the walls provided the city with fre
modernization and expansion of the urban fabric although their conceptual importance remained

in the spatial and collective memory of inhabitants.

In 1970 Mohammad Reza Shah conceptualized Tehran through his own vision as a gate which

at the same timeaged into the future and was looking at the past. This visualization had both

an ancient and a modern approach. Tehran is located on an altitude of 1143 meters above the
sea and is restricted between the Caspian Sea in the north and the salt dessouith ti8nce

Tehran is positioned on the northern edge of the great central plateau, it raises though its
direction towards north. According to Tehrano
Desert, its expansion through the nesthuth axis isimpossible after a certain degree of
enlargement. But the desire to access fresh air and water in the past was the main stimulant of

the northward expansion of the city.

I n t he 19 6sOubhsaxistcreated a lwnary dpposition in the city fabritasouth part

of the city resided the industrial area, B&zaarand the needy residential quarters as well as

the old fortified Tehran, while the north part of the city was flourishing in terms of new
residential complexes and villas as well as the motteral markets and the clean air and fresh
water. The Pahlavi street(fig.8) in this era through its reotith axis promoted this bipolarity

as it provided a major thoroughfare by which this bipolarity and opposition was visible on the
surface of its bog Travelling northwards in the city it was visible that further reaching north

the more the image of the city is renovated and modernized as the south had remained poor in
terms of urbanization. Therefore an acute social symbolism had been createdarshtlaend

the south stood against each other. As a result a spatial segregation was created in the vertical

extension of Tehran. This spatial segregation primarily had been influenced and reinforced by

* Karim Khan was the chief of the Zand tribe, King of Iran (1:a479), He never styled himself as
"shah" or king, and instead used thle Vakil e-Ra'aayaa (President).
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karim_Khafaccessed: December 20, 2010)

%9 JafarShahri, Tehrane- Qadim(Old Tehran) Trans. Author (Tehran: Moeenn, 1371F;18.
According tothe four main directions there was a gate built on the boundaries of Tehran.

In the north:ShemirarGate,Dolat Gate, and¥ousef Abaate, in the wesBaghe-ShahGate,Qazvin
Gate and Gomrok Gate, in the south: Khani Abad Gate, Ghar Gh&hah Abdol Azim Gate, in the
east:KhorasanGate,Doolabgate anddoshantappeGate.
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the royal family. In 1959 as Mohammad Reza Shah dddmenove from the Marble Palace in
the city centre to th&liavaran Palacen the north he marked the reinforcement of the vertical
axis of social promotior!’ Gradually the bourgeois strata namely as the we&#mnaari and

the royal family of both Pahlaand Qajar dynasty began to migrate northwards and build their
new modern homes adjacent to the royalist north part of the city.

The eastvest expansion of the city basically happened after more dam construction which
provided more convenient water suppbr the developing Tehran. k60 the construction of
Karajdam as a source of water supply for Tehran became the major water resource of the city.
By 1968 the need for further water supply resulted in building Jajrud dam in the north east of
the city* The clean water supply worked both as a prerequisite for urban construction as well

as the easivest expansion.
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Figure 3.3Tehran in 1953: Before the Great ExtensionAtlas of Greater Tehran.
The city of Tehran in this period has not yet faced itatgegtension and the surroundings of the central
core in this time are gradually developing in this period.

9 Talinn Grigor, op. cit,87-88.

"L H BahrambeyguiTehran: an Urban Analysi&ehran: Sahab, 1977)33.
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[Internet, WWW] ADDRESShttp://www.irancarto.cnrs.fr/contents.php?v=3&c=*&l=pccessed 12
June 2011]

Although land reforms were extensively mentioned in the White Revolution the Pahlavi regime
invested on the urban culture more than rural. Moreover the centralization of political, economic
and administrative establishment in Tammresulted in migration to the capital. Therefore the
population of Tehran increased from 200,000 in 1920 to nearly 3 million in 1970. According to
this increase in population the census boundary of the city was different from what that had
been set by # municipality and additional areas existed on the east side and west side of the
city which hadnAsthécentral poden was forening bg means of the notion

of the Great Civilization, and concepts of state, monarchy and people were pleridithe

mind of Shah, the need to decentralize probable oppositions were gradually felt in this era.

Since the more central the Shah6s power grew,
in this regard are mainly known as the rapid population growth due to the centralization of
power and facilities in Tehran, tiheignforcement of vertical axisfesocial promotion that has

been promoted by the royal family and increasing the centralization of the state power.
Therefore finding solutions for immigrants in order to at least break the vertical axis of
promotion in appearance led to efforts in ordereorient city expansion through easest

axis. The first Master Plan of Tehran was executed in 1968itipr GruenAssociates and

AbdolAziz Farmanfarmaiato solve the major actual and sogiolitical problems.

By 1970 the city limits were set at Xbn from Tajrish in the north, andRay city in the south
andMehrabadair port in the west anfiehranParsregion in the east. New urban polar binaries
were created in this period while east and west were gaining sufficient attention according to
this newplan. According to this master plan and in favor of the state policy and reinforcement
of its power, the south part which was majorly the residence of tHgaaldarisandUlemahad

a remarkable significance within the strategy of state control. Dueig@ldm the selected
historic areas were preserved and transformed into tourist spots s@hlistan Palaceand
Shamsol- Emarehbuilding, which were areas, remained from the primitive Tehran and was
empty of people. On the other hand the dense poor residential quarters were forced to be

demolished and get replaced by public parks and recreational centers. The most significant aim

"2 Talinn Grigor, op. cit, 90.
®Ibid, 102
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of re-planning and the rerientation of Tehran was based on a control strategy to reduce the
power of certain interest groups who interacted and operated within the traditional spaces which
of the most significance the Bazaar can be named. At the saméhe idea of transforming the
residential quarters to recreational zones and public parks were unacceptableleynthas it
opposed the Islamic ideology with its notions of pleasure and social interaction. According to
their point of view western paskhad no place in the Islamic traditional society. Therefore the
aim of the 1968 urban plan was to undermine organizations and power of Bazaar that had been
stemmed in the Islamic ideology of thdlema Therefore the destruction of the physical
constructim translated into the reduction of social status and influence by means of architecture.
The Pahlavi regime feared Bazaar since the folded and closed structure of Bazaar and their close
interaction withUlemaprovided hidden means of ideology exchangefanahation of invisible

generations of opposition and the planning of revolutiéns.

Figure34Tehr anb6s Comprehensive Pl an ofinterhe 88/W] At | as
ADDRESS:http://www.irancarto.cnrs.fr/contents.php?v=3&c=*&|=pkccessed 12 June 2011]

" bid, 92.
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Figure 35 Pahlavi Street Starting From Tajrish Square In The North To Tehran Railway Station
In The South. [Internet, WWW)] ADDRESShttp://www.search.com/reference/Valiasr_St{@etcessed:
10 January 2010]

3.2 The Process of Structural Transformation of the City since the Second Pahlavi
Era until Present

3.2.1. Structural Characteristics

The process of change and transformation of the skeletal, social and economical structure of
Tehran which has emerged from the first Pahlavi era continues in this period. The means of

evolution of the city in this era is divided into snegltime periods namely as:

1) creation of bureaucracy in the country (19284 1) resulting irfEntrepreneurship

2) development and evolution of the city according to the second world war-{B&6)

3) expansion of the city according to transformation of the ecaradrstructure and land
reform policies (1953.966)

4) development of the city as a result of increase in oil paicd the prevalence of

consumerism amongst people (196%79)
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5) the development of the city as a result of {hag war (197%resent)

Thefirst section traits have previously been studied under tige ofiReza Shah. In the second
section the city expansion and development had an average pace similar to the Reza Shah
period. In the first phases the development takes place in a continuous mimmgside the

main city framework and in further phases result in city expansion to suburbs in north and west
part of the city. In the final phase that begins from the 1970s onward the city expansion was
accompanied by the development of the suburbs andftre the city structure was corrupted.

Until 1956 thedevelopment boundaries in comparison to its limits in the beginning of the first
Pahlavi era, occurred basically in southwest, west and the north direction of Tehran. In

southeast and eastern partha citysmaller portions were added to it.

Shah Reza

ice
5. Railway Station

Figure 3.6 The Northward Expansion Of The Urban Structure In The Second Pahlavi Era.ln

Hami di , Mal i heh, et al , 1997. AiThe Transformati on
P e r iTbhedUdbanStructure of TehranVol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran),

p 59.
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The establishment of Tehran railway station on the southwest with the presence of an extended
street(the Pahlavi Street) was a factor of the city expansion irditestion. In the northern part

of the city the development mainly took place alongside the two main transportation axes of the
ShemiranRoad and Pahlavi Street. According to the rugged state of the ground and the
inequalities in this region the city hadtnexpanded to this area while construction of major
streetscreated means of travelling northwards and therefore led to the expansion of city in this

direction as well as the other mentioned directions.

After the Second World War by creating suitable grsifor activities in various fields in
Tehran its bureaucratic, cultural and economical and industrial stabilization continued to
develop as it had previously been flourishingRiezaShahPeriodin form of establishment of
bureaucratic institutions, famies and universities. Therefore immigrant population formed
mainly of the middle class society flocked to the margins of the old city fabric as well as the
new regions in the city specially in the northern part nevertheless the mercantile class
especidl the oldBazaariclass tended to remain in the old city centdso in the city center

most of the tall buildings adopted governmental and bureaucratic functions as great economic
centers.Divergent streets from the old cores namely as the Pahlavi Street, adopted mercantile
activities through their extension as well as residential functions behind their commercial

septum which became one of the major actions in shifting the urban coredoveath.

Tajrish

Valiasr Street (Pahlavi Street)

Unitil 1950s -

1950s & 1960s

Figure 3.7 the Role Of Main Streets Such As Valiasr Street In Penetration Of Commercial
Activities Into The New Districts.1 n Hami di , Mal i heh, et al, 1997.
Structure Since Th @heYbanStmcdure Bfal @éhtavel.i2. (Febrani Techrical
Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 60.
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From 1960s onward, according to the land reform program and injection of the oil income in the
city of Tehran alongside the transformation of the secionomical syem, the urbanism pace
grew rapidly. With the foundational reforms in the urban economy system and creation of
various urban activities attraction of the immigrant population increased simultaneously.
Therefore providing the flocking population with sheltet to formation of new residential
districts in different parts of the city.

Small villages merged into the processes of urbanism and eventually the marginal growth of the
main city centers led to creation of bridge connecting the northern and sqogineof the city.
The connection structure formscantinual horizontal development and a fragmentedical

axis.

In the processof urban development and transformation, establishment of the urban
transportation routes both inside and outside the c#yfmajor significanceConstruction of
numerous streets as means of connection between the main roads of the old city is of the primal
actions. Growing outside the margins of the old city center these streets became a significant

factor of the urban stoture.

3.2.2. The Situation of the Urban Structure in the City

The main core of all activities in the capital city of Tehran is situated withiBalzaardistrict
tending to conserve the centrality of the old ceritethe beginning of the Second Pahlavi Era a
major part of the urban developméntiuding the bureaucratic institutions and the mercantile
activities were in relation with the old city center. Further developments in bureaucratic and

mercantile activites were extended outside the old core by 1960s.

The development pattern of the main urban structure and its central region is in synchrony with

the urban development of the 1940s and early 1960s. In the next phase urban development
gained a faced pace thrgh a radial patteraf street development divergent from the main old

center, and new urban elements were constructed alongside these streets. Since the 1960s
Tehrands devel opment became more comprehensiyv
the ol center. Therefore, the inner city transportation network gradually and according to the

city growth pace became denser in housing the urban activities as well as their parallel streets.
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As a result the mercantile development occurred in a linear faaliogside the streets which
each of them similar to tt®azaarhad a certain extension housing a certain order.

The city center district remained as a central core including the bazaar area Argicbm@plex

as well as commercial centers and informatiomstitutions while smaller industries and
production sectors of various orders resided in this area fragmentally. On the other hand new
urban centers in limited functional scale were formed on axial extensions of thetreaisor

on the conjunction dfhe main axes of the urban structthat are in fact the urban framework

For instance th®ailway square and Vanak square housed commercial functions are two main
joints on the Pahlavi Street.
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Figure 3.8 Vanak Square As A New Commercial Hub Emerged On Valiasr Street Extension In The
Second Pahlavi Era.
Google Earth. November 14, 2010. May 19, 2011.

The location of the central core of the city that has been formed according to the main urban
structure, ha shifted by the establishment of urban centers, institutions utilities and equipments
all through the city and on the extension of its axes and stegetsand has elongated towards

north according to its particular attractions. Considering Bazaar aseathis expansion has
formed radial layers with a radius of 4 kilometers.

65



1. Early 1940s
2. Mid 19602
3. From1950s Onward
4. Early 1970s
5. From 1970s Onward

Figure 3.9 The Displacement Of The Central Core By Meansf the Transportation Network.

I n Hamidi, Mal i heh, et al, 1997. AThe Transfor mat.i
P e r iTbedUdban Structure of TehraWol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran),

p 63.

Tajrish Square

Railway Square

Figure 3.10 the Extensionof the Central Old Core Towards North.

I n Hami di, Mal i heh, et al, 1997. AThe Transfor mat:.i
P e r i WbadrdStructure of Tehranvol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p

63.
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The significanceand domination of the central core in terms of mercantile and employment
center remains the same till today as the development of the bureaucratic institutions has
continued in this region in the past 40 years. The predicaments afidtiisr are the evaation

of the adjacent fabric and its occupation by commercial and industrial buildings and therefore a
layered growth has occurred from the city center region. In this regard, the main part of the
urban structurevhich is situated in the heart of the ciiggs an area of 20 square kilometers and

a population of over 300000 residents.

Tajrish

P

Ray

Figure 3.11the Linear Growth of The Urban Fabric In Reference To The Central Core.

I n Hamidi, Mal i heh, et al, 1997. AThe Transfor mat.
P e r iThedUdban Structure of Tehraiwol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran),

p 64.

In general although the city expansion has occurred in all direction the major structural
development is the northward extension. This shift in centrality is a result of absence of suitable
places in the city center district, increasing traffic and comgesind poor accessibility to the
bureaucratic institutions and in search for a more suitable environment as well as the high land
price in the central part of the city. Therefore, dispersion has occurred in locating the urban

elements. This shift in cemtlity has created a rather linear concentration on the margins of the
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major streetsof the city which in this regardaliasr Streetcan be named as a major example as

it connects several major urban elements namely as squares through its extension.

Tajrish Square

Central Core

Ray

Figure 3.12 the sporadic Growth of The Urban Fabric In Reference To The Central Coreln

Hami di , Mal i heh, et al , 1997. AThe Transformati on
P e r iThedUtban Structure of TehraWwol. 2. (Tehran: Technica&lonsulting Organization in Tehran),

p 64.

3.2.3. The Skeletal Structure of the City

Within the skeletal structure of the city existence of a powerful core i¢s afignificant
properties which arthe core of urban activities. This centehich is theold core forming the

urban activities and its structure has developed through different levels and layers. The inner
structure of this central core is in form of a network of linear axes or extersioniEned with
several centers adjacent to them. Theettgpment pattern of this core is on the extension of the

mainstrees which act as radiuses divergent from it and expanding in all directions.

The urban elements are formed on the septunthe$e axesn a both continuous and

fragmented mannemlhe most inportant axial extensions from the main core are the +sakh
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axis which is theAzadiEnghelabaxis and the Valiasr Street axis and the-gaest. In other

words theurban structural development in a sectoral manner and on the extension of the main
axesoccurs especially through the northward axis. This sector consists ofteswinedloops

which are the&ChamranandModarreshighways and/aliasrandShemirarstreets.

s

Figure 3.13 Significant Axial Extensions from the Central Core, the AzadiEnghelab Axis and
Valiasr Street.
Google Earth. November 14, 2010. May 19, 2011.

A number of the urban elements are located as fragmented cores on the extensions of main
roads housingarious functions and are considered to be as abandoned particles of the unified
structure of the city. These cores seem to have formed as a result of their required space, land
value and conjunction of the main roads in the regind are dispersed in thfent regions of

the city.

The gradual development of some of the functional extensions and accessibility between urban
sectors (the radial divergences from the main city core) and also the fragmented cores across the
city create a web pattern or a netlwamposed on the city. It can be derived that the structural

development pattern of Tehran is a combination of three urban development tiwbafeare:

1) concentric development
2) axial development (radial)

3) numerous concentrated cores
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3.2.4. The Fabric of he Urban Structure

By the development of the urban fabric in different periods, differentrpatté city fabric have
emerged.

The most prominent fabric in Tehran can be identified as continuous linear fabric and sporadic
fabric. The continuous linear fabric appears in two forms of an inward especially around Bazaar
area and outward on the margins of the main aitgries and cosists of a variety in land
division. Another type of fabric of the city structure is the sporadic fabric with outward growth
which consists of single elements and scattered cores and complexes with vast land divisions
such as commercial, cultural and ediaaal buildings. Thidype of fabric appears in different

parts of the city also in combination with the continuous linear type.

In the fabric of city structure a dense compression is recognized resulting from smaller land
divisions housing higher consttibns. Moreover small open spaces restricted among buildings

invisible from thestrees is resonated by the dense compression of the fabric.

Existence of public open spaces such as parks with sporadic fabric in dense spots oh#se city
created voids whin the urban fabric especially in their adjacency with compressed extensions

of buildings with little land ocupation and variety in height.

3.2.5. Functional Characters of the City Structure

The functional characteristics of the urban structame besummarized as followed.

The functional role of the city as the capital is reflected in its major functions and is divided into
a few main groups such as political, bureaucratic, urban facilities, commercial, educational and

cultural, leisure, sports andligious operations.

Oneof the most important operational roles of the urban structure is its politicalr@eneral,
the political operational sphere is located within the main core of the city. Sporadic centers in
the northern part of the city (namely as 8aad Abad Palacim the second Pahlavi period, and

later Jamaranduring Khomeini era) that are corated to the main course through a network of
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main and secondargonjunctive arteries also form the other political sections of the urban

structure.

The main bureaucratic and urban facilities operational sphere is situated in the old center
because of theotation of the ministerial buildings in this regjomhile the most significant

linear concentrations of bureaucratic operations of the city are residing on the margins of a
network of strees ramifying from the main core. These extensions appear in @woums

manner alongside the conjunctive arteries. Other than that there are sporadic centers located in
different parts of the city with a less central character which operate within their regional

location.

Cultural elements hold their most significanhcentration in the central and northern sphere of

the main core as many museums, cultural centers, cinemas and theatre salons are located in this
district. These elements are not concentrated within a certain boundary however and are located
in separate stets. In the southern part of the city sporadic centers are located while in the
northern part some museums have gained cultural character due to transformation in function.
For instance thesaad AbadPalace MuseumNiavaran Palace Museum are the signifit

examples in this regard in the northern part of the city.

The leisure sphere however does not occupy a certain district and is diffused through the urban
fabric in form of parks and sports complexes a few major centers can be mentioned as well as
the Azadi Sport Complein the western part of the city namely the largest sport complex in

Tehran.

The religious operation of the main urban structure in form of a solid core is only visible in the
sout hern part of t he c¢i ty.shrifies,iKsomano memoriglonsi st
compl ex and t hBehesheZahé.Apart fromeHis esignjficant elements are

visible in other parts of the city which operate locally such as small shrines and local mosques.

The general pattern of the operationgheres of the urban structure forms a main core

consisting of a combination of various functions such as commercial, bureaucratic, welfare,
educational, religious and cultural. This concentration of operational functions is penetrated
through the city fabic by means of conjunctive networks of passages and thoroughfares. The

access pattern and the radial development of the city is a confirmation to this claim. The main
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core of the urban structure is the most important operational sphere of the commefcial an

bureaucratic functions.

3.2.6 Accessibility and Traffic Characteristics of the Urban Structure

Three major accessibility groups are visible within the Urban structure which are namely as

1. accessibility and traffic within the boundaries of the sityicture
2. accessibility from different urban regions to the urban structure district

3. accessibilities from outer city regions to the main city structure

According to the subject of this research only the first group will be considered as a matter to be

studed her and the other two groups will be left out of this study.

The inner city accessibilities and its main careformed by a network of main and subordinate
passages. According to the high density of the functions and activities located on the ofargins
thesestrees heavy traffic flows and often lacks express accessibilities. The connection between
the functions of the urban structure in its main core with other sectors is possible through the
main and secondary conjunctive arteries and the sparadiers are connected to the main core

through a sequence of highways, mstirees and subordinate means of connection.

The urban structure has to be accessible from all other parts of the city and therefore

conjunctive arterieffom residential sectorg@of major significance.

Valiasr Streetin this regard is a prominent example of the routes connecting the residential
areas to the urban structure through regional and secondary extelmsimther examples where

the major urban elements are locatedtlom margins of the maistrees, the accessibility is
possible directly. In terms of convenience in the northern and western parts of the city according
to the network pattern and number of téieees the accessibility is obtained less harder

compare to astern and southern regions of the central core.
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3.2.7. The Visual Effects of the Urban Structure

The city of Tehran basically lacks an organized network of signs and landmarks attributed to the
city. This matter is more visible through the expansion otityeand its sporadic sectors rather

thanhaving amaincenter

The absence of a landmark similar to Eiffel tower in Pars dense exceptional complex of the
urban structure such as San Francisco in the United States has led to indiscrimination of
situation in the urban structuaé Tehranthrough the entire city. Single separate elements in the
whole body of the structure encompassing various regions and district in different scales are not
able to lend coherence to the meaning of visual effects imrthen structure. Only on some
major strees prominent constructions such as the Azadi Square and a few more examples are

visible.

In Tehran a number of buildings according to their wide vista are left out of this evaluation due
to their residential funadin which prevents them from an urban operational act. These buildings
are located in different sections of the city regardless of a spatial organizatibave created

a rather dysfunction through the visual effects of the urban structure.

Apart from thg evolution the urban structure has not only occurred horizontally but also
vertically in terms of buil dingsd heights th
limited the visual domain of the symbolic elements. Moreotee, location of spaceand

landmark buildings according to the traffic pattern of the city, and lack of uneven surfaces and

the flat arena where the city is located as well as the air pollution are reasons for visual

illegibility of the urban structure confine.
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Figure 3.14 Tehran in 1813.

Figure 3.15 Iran Between 1831 And 1926, Tehran As The Capital City.

Streets of the first Pahlavi era

Figure 3.16 Tehran and Its Urban Development Pattern in the First Pahlavi Era.
I n Hamidi, Mal i heh,
P e r iTledJdban Structure of TehraWol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organiaatin Tehran),

p 88.
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In general, in central and northern and western parts of the city the visual effects of a few urban

elements are significant. In the southern parts, towards the very south end, special urban

elements according to their diffused manner in constructiontenbtbiv rise of buildings in the

area are visible (especially from the high ways) while in the eastern and northeastern as well as

southeastern parts of the city no specific element attributing visual effects to its region is

notable.
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CHAPTER 4

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC ERA

4.1. The Islamic Revolution (1979Present)and its Ideology

The Iranian Revolutiomlso known as the Islamic Revolution or 1979 Revolution refetiseto
transition of power in lran from thegthahl avi
promises of Islamic ideology in terms of political operationke Monarchy of the Second

Pahlavi shah, Mohammad Reza Shah Pahiavi979 was replaced by the Islamic Republic

under the leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini.

Figure 4.1.Demonstration In Tehran Culminated to Establishment of the Islamic Republic, April,
1979. [Internet, WWW] Middle East NewandMedia, ADDRESShttp://www.yagoot.com/Iran/
[Accessed: June 15, 2011]
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Starting in October 1977gemonstrations against the Shadwvelopednto a campaign of civil
resistance with religious intentionthat continued to 1978. The length of the mass
demonstrations basically resulted in paralysis of the country during these yearseanbela
Shah left Ira for exile in midJanuary 1979Two weeks later Ayatollah Khomeini returned to
Tehran.Finally theroyal regimewas over thronahortly aftermilitary attempts in controlling
the mass demonstrations failéthe Islamic republic was ostituted in April 1979 through a
referendum and aew theocratic constitutionvith the leadership of AyatollatKhomeini

emerged.

According to Amuzegar b6és analysis on the Islam
for the surprise it created thrghout the world since it lacked many of the customary causes of
revolution (defeat at war, a financial crisis, peasant rebellion, or disgruntled military) produced
profound change at great speed that led to overthrowing of the Pahlavi regime and r@placed
modernizing monarchy with a theocracy based on Guardianship of the Islamic Jurists (or
velayate faqih)’®> As a result an Islamic Republic "under the guidance of an extraordinary
religious scholar from Qom" emerged that according to a scholarly vantagasptclearly an

occurrence that had to be explainéd".

Bernard Lewis in his bookhe Islamic Revolutiomescribes Iranian Islamic revolution as an
Islamic language acquiring Islamic rules by the leadership of an Islamic leader who is a

religiously forrmulated critique of the old order with a religious view to plan for the Hew.

The ultimate ideology of the revolution is formulated by the dominant power and the only

figure present as the leader, ayatollah Khomeini. He preached ideas of revolt and meatyrdo

principles of the Shiite cult. Furthermore, encouraging clerics to mobilize and lead the masses
into action as means of reaching the religiou
iproud and mightyo for t hand&pgpressorandremoonced ther | ar vy

influence of American and Soviet superpower s

5 Jahangihmuzegar The Dynamics of the Iranian Revolution: the Pahlavis' Triumph and Tragedy
(Albany: State University of New York, 199P 10.

5 Cheryl Benarchnd Zalmay KhalilzadThe Government of God: Iran's Islamic Repuliew York:

Columbia UP1984),18.
" Ervand Abrahamiam History of Modern Irar{ New York: Cambridge UP, 2008)55.
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Western, Il sl amic Republicano. Foll owing the
apparent in social, economic and cultural paticfe

Figure 4.2Khomeini, Ruhollah. Photograph. Encyclopaedi@ritannicaOnline.Web.22 Jun.2011.
<http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/75118/AyateRalhollahKhomeinibeinggreetedin-
Tehranrin-1979

In terms of dress, westeatyle neckties for men and uncovered hair, arms, etc. for women were
banned. But there were noeligious changes as well, such as an emphagisadetariandress,
manners, customs as opposedtesternaristocratic oiBourgeoisieelegance and extvagance

of the Shah's eraobserves Shirin Ebadi. Thereforean effort to create an Islamic identity

became a dominant concern in every aspect of

Also Fariba Adelkhah in her booReing Modern in Iranpbserves that According todt996
census, Iran with the former population of 33.7 million reached the population of 60 million
inhabitants whom 61 percent became town dwellers while previously only 47 percent resided in

towns with over 100000 inhabitants. As a result of this méteinumber of people receiving

"® Ibid, 162.
"9 Shirin Ebadi,lran Awakening; A Memoiof Revolutionand Hope (New York: Random House, 2006

180

77


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Working_class
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourgeoisie

schooling rose and gradually Tehran transformed from a city with 4.5 million inhabitants in
1976 to a megalopolis with 10 million residents in 1996. These changes were results of major
universal paradigmatic shifts in moderation and specifically in the case of Iran derived from
great events such as the Revolution, the war with®irabe rapid population growth and
uncertainties according to the-bihsed economy.

4.2.  The Urban Structure Development of the PostRevolution Period

After the revolution and war with Iraq, while the country had reached a stable point in its social
construction a period of normalization and reconstruction started during the 1990s. In this
period a number of urban planning efforts took placeghr@n. The urban development in this

era achieved an intensified framework aiming to manage its evolfftion.

In this period and according to thbange in constitution the 3&ar lifespan plan of Abdolaziz
Farmanfarmaian and Gruer was finally terminatedl®91 and a new group of consultants,

t hetoeAlch architectural ®

wenedcomenizgioned Itot developya ptam ou p 0
between the years 1986 to 1996 although, after much delay, it was only in 1993 that the plan
was finally approved by the Urban Pirang High Council. This plan also focused on growth
management and a linear spatial strategy, using the scales of urban region, sub region, district,
area and neighborhood. It promoted conservation, decentralization, polycentric development,

development offive satellite new towns, and increasing residential densities in the city. It

8 The Iranlraq war occurred in 1980 after Iran was facing internal unrest according to shift in power

after the 1979 Islamic revolution. The new government, not yet stabilized, began to face border dispute as
the Irag government was taking advantage ofritegnal condition of Iran according to the major
transformation it was going through. The war lasted for eight years and left the country with prominent
economic and social crises. Therefore during the eight critical years dfdcpwar the urban

devdopment process remained sedentary.

8 Fariba Adelkhah Being Modern in Irar(New York: Columbia UP in Association with the Centre
D'études Et De &herches Internationales, 200)6.

82 Nasser Mashhadizadeh Dehaghaaihlili Az Vizhegihaye Barnamehrizie Shahri Dar Iran (An
Analysis of Urban Planning Characteristicsinlran)T e hr an: EIl m va S®%%pHPat Uni ver

8 ATEC Consultants is an architecture, urban planning and structure organization [firm] in Tehran/Iran
which was estatdhed in 1981http://www.ateeir.com/Pages/HomePage.aspx

78



proposed that the city be divided into 22 districts within five-iegions, each with its own
service centré Finally, the 1993 plan was not welcomed by the municipalitychhisagreed
with its assessments and priorities, finding it unrealistic, expensive, and impossible to

implement.
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Figure 4.3the Master Plan of Tehran by ATech Consultant Group, 1993][Internet, WWW]
ADDRESS:http://www.irancarto.cnrs.fr/contents.php?v=3&c=*&l=pkccessed 12 June 2011]

The municipality produced its own strategic plan for the period 12001, known as Tehran
Municipalityods First Pl an, or Tehr affecBO0O con:
development scheme. Rather than introducing a-Uesedplan as its goal, thigas the first plan

for the city that emphasized a set of strategies and proposed policies to achieve them. It
identified the cityds main problems as shorta
pattern of urban growth; environmental pollutidghe absence of effective public transport, and

inefficient bureaucracy. fAThe municipalityés

8 Shahrdaie Tehr an ( 2-©Takbaye Baladast (Wppealevel plan studies), Tehran
Municipality, Tehran.
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have six major characteristics: a clean city, ease of movement in the city, the creation of parks

and grea spaces, the development of new cultural and sports facilities, reform of the municipal
organization, and planning for the improvement of urban space, including preparation of
comprehensive and detailed ®Ilans for |l and use
Bernard Houcade the Iran specialist geographer in his interview with the French magazine
Revuede Tehrapu bl i shed online states that detailed
districts, and work is under way on a strategic plan to link these detédlesl and to guide the

future development of the city as a whole. He believes that the city is more integrated and
democratic than before and has a more coherent approach to planning.

Figure 4.4the 22 Districts of Tehran.

This map shows the divigis proposed by the municipality and formed the basis of the urban
developments of Tehran from 1993 onwards.
[Internet, WWW] ADDRESShttp://aindal.vcp.ir/?viewpost=nb450foc51Fccessed1 July 201]

8 Shahrdarie Tehran (1996) Barnamgle Avvale Shahrdase Tehr an, 13T ¥880rKetab 8 0 6 ,
e Barnameh, Markag Mot al ebat va B-TiTehranmnetrani z i , Shahrdar i
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He further asserts in his comparison between Tehran and Paris that since Tehran has not been
the focal point in governmental political operations and during the history of urbanization of
Iran many cities have been selected to be the capital cityasihgle city ever remadual the

capital city according to shift in power structure and emergence of new dynasties, Tehran per se
has not ever gained an urban policy until today. Although under the Pahlavi regime according to
their power demonstration praganda architecture and urbanization was utilized as means of
demonstrative and unifying elements reflecting the state ideology on the capital city inhabitants
resulting inboth an internal effect as well as its international appearance. Thus constadiction
high rise buildings and wide avenues emerged during the first Pahlavi era and continued to the
second. In addition he asserts that the lack of historical continuity in the urbanization of Tehran
has caused loss of attraction to it and in a way crgatgalems according to its development

process since certain references are not consiffered.

Ali Madanipour on the other hand foresees the current planning strategies in Iran of Tehran as
temporary treatments as he observes how the last mayor, who wasl ghecpresident of the
republic in 2005, being a civil engineer himsdig gave road building significant attention.
Through his efforts constructing newrban arteries and highwayand widening the old
thoroughfares of the citgccurred.He even aimedo widen parts of the Valiasr Street in order

to ease traffic flows. Although the city continues to suffer from dominant social polarization,
high land and property prices, heavy traffic congestion and some of the worst atmospheric

pollution in the worldand remains unprepared for any serious earthcftiake.

In the postrevolution period according to the political and social conditions of the country, the
war time and the mass immigration from the smaller sectors to Tehran, the development of the
urban struture extended its borders to the suburbs and satellite cities and scattered settlements

emerged and further developéadringthis period.

%Afsaneh Pourmazaheri and Farzaneh Pourmazaheri,
g e 0 g r a phReeue de,Tehtam Mensuel Culturel Iranien emgue FrancaiseNovember, 24, 2007.
http://www.teheran.ir/spip.php?article110

(accessed 12 December 2010)

87 Ali Madanipour,. "Urban Planning and Development in Tehr@mline journal ofElsevier Ciies 23,
No. 6, September 2006http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264275106000722
(accessed 15 may 2011)
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Figure 4.5the Map of Tehran Metropolis.
This map shows the growth of the urban structuitside the borders tiie city towards the suburbs in

the postrevolution period.
[Internet, WWW)] ADDRESShttp://www.irancarto.cnrs.fr/contents.php?v=3&c=*&|=pkccessed 12

June 2011]
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CHAPTER 5

REVISION OF FUNCTIONAL OPERATION AND ACTIVITIES
WITHIN THE URBAN STRUCTURE

The functional operations discussed in this section will be:

1 Political operations
I Bureaucratic functions and urban facilities

 Commercial functions

Reviewing the functional rolef dhe urban structure and its activities reveals the important role

of the functional operations in conception and organization of the urban structure that is
obtained by studying major urban functions. As well as studying the processes of transformation
and development in the urban structure it is vital to review the nature of operations in this
section. Therefore, the processes of transformation and development of the functions and the
main operations of the city and their respective regions are significthis research. Through

a chronologial historical study the processes of formation of functional cores will be studied.
As a result, convenient daisobtained in order to estimate the functional transformations and
shortcomings will get under cowgration according to their possibilities of change and

development.

Therefore, the urban operations are categorized according to two major points firstly by
considering the critical and influential points on main urban functions thedt urban
developmeh and secondly by studying the transformation of urban functions as well as
development, emergence of new functions and finding a pattern for urban operations.

Moreover, the functions forming the urban structure and able to influence its transformation
processes are identified by locating districts with similar functions (land division of urban
operations within the urban structure), locating spaces demanding structural organization and

transformation in their activities.
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5.1 Historical Periods in the UrbanOperations

Through this study the significant historical periods reviewed are the first Pahlavi era (1925
1941), the Second Pahlavi era (194179) and the Islamic revolution (19pgesent).

The first Pahlavi period (19251941)

In this historical periodthe domination of a modernizing spirit is visible. Therefore the
demolition of the old walls of the city as symbolic demonstration of modernization and

emergence of a nexus of transportation grid in order to plan for urban development is visible.
The secownl Pahlavi period (1941-1979)

In the outset the allied forces had entered the country and Reza Shah had been abducted to
Mauritius. After his abdication his son Moham
continued to his modernizing project. Thegoing development of the city had continued till

the 1960s when the need for a developing program had been sensed.

From 1966 until 1979 the income rate had increased due to increase in oil price in the country.
Therefore, Tehran population faced growtmimmber according to increase in immigration rate.
During this period a master plan was designed for Tehran to foresee its developments towards

the upcoming 25 years.
The Islamic Revolution (1979 present)

In this period the country was standing right a threshold of a new era in its historical
experience. The unstructured growth of population and city expansion resulted in neglecting the
25yearol d master plan of the city. In thne peric

and satellite citieemerged.

5.2. Identifying Functions of the Urban Structure
Political-governmental operations

The functions residing in this group are the ones that major decisions of governing and political

developments are made there. According to a historical revisidhese functions a number of
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palaces are known to be the political base of the governments in addition to the historical role of
the embassies in the governorsd decisions
also fall into this group caisting of the palaces as the main governmental base and the space
of decision making, the parliament and embassies.

Bureaucratic functions and facilities

This group consists of the ministries and subordinate sectors as well as commercial offices and

bureaucratic facilities.
Commercial functions

This function is mainly consisting of main commercial centers and commercial and mercantile

extensions which operate within the international, national, urban and regional scale.

5.2.1. The Processes of Trarmfmation of the Political-Governmental Operations
The reign of Reza shal{19251941)

According to the political alteration in a grand scale as a result of the extinction of the Qajar

anec

dynasty in this period Reza shah made his efforts towards demolishmg@ ol d r egi m

governmental and political center. This effort can be identified as means of transpiration from
the old regimebs orders and emergence of a
against the retrogressive visions of its precederiss action carried the concept of being
irreversible in its nature as the new government tends to manifest its break from the past.
Therefore after Reza Shah came to power, he changed the governmental base frorthe old

to Marmar Palaceand the govemmental core moved from the city center to its northwest
margin. In general according to the fundamental change in the old structure of this function,
formation and development of the new elements occur separately and sporadic from the

previous core.
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Figure 5.1 Displacement of thr Governmental Sector from the Golestan Palace to Marmar Palace
on the West Side of the Central Core of Bazaar.
Google Earth November 14, 2010. June 15, 2011.

Figure 5.2 Adjacencyof Bazaar and Arg with the Religious Sector As The Central Coref the

Urban Structure Before The Rise Of Reza Shah To Power.

This image shows the relationship of political and commercial operations of the urban stcotuding

to their adjacencyBazaar as a significant organ of the urban structure in the traditional Islamic city and

its critical role in terms of finance and residing the Ulema and the traditional strata has always been
considered as a major sector in terms of support or raid aghmsglominant power. Therefore the

adjacency of these two sectors has always been considered as means of observing the activities of Bazaar

by the dominant power as well as its financial support for the ruling class.

I n Hamidi, Mal i hneihz,ateitonalo,f 1t%9e7 .U rfbh@&tngaaSStructure df ur e Of

Tehran Vol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 93.
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Following the urban development in this period and after the unsuccessful terror of Mohammad
Reza Shah, the pttal-governmental center was moved from the Marmar palace to Saad Abad
Palace. As a result after the relocation of the Marmar Palace in the city district once again the
governmental and decision making base of the government was moves outside thedborders
the city center. This happens while the ministerial and the parliament continue to operate in
their previous sector that had formed around the Marmar Palace regardless of relocation of the

governmental center, the palace.

Baharestan
Y

Marmar Palace

Figure 5.3in the First Pahlavi Era the Triangle Shifted To Modern Sectors of The Parliament And

The Governmental Palace.
thenew sets of buildings emerging in this period as the new governmental sectors display fragmentation

of the governmental core from its previous location that had been near the Bazaar. Yet residing their
functions in the same district and with minor shift:iew directions, the dominant power remains in

control of the Bazaar sectdyoth in terms of opposition and financial support for the ruling government.

I n Hamidi, Mal i heh, oftheUrabla,n 1S9 9 7u.c tThe UegaatBtiuctliaef hi r cann o

Tehran Vol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 93.

The Second Pahlavi era; the reign of Mohammad Reza shah Pahlg1©941-1979)

In general, in this period these groups of operational functions expand in two forms. In the first
example the previous core of these functions is reinforced by constructing new elements and in

the second example develops in a discrete manner towardsaordty assShemiranat
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Figure 5.4the Second Pahlavi Era, Reinforcing the Previously Formed Political and Bureaucratic

Core

In the second Pahlavi period by displacement of the governmental palace to the northern part of Tehran,
once again there isshift in the power placement within the urban structure. However the central core of

the city and its already defined political operations are preserved and reinforced.

I n Hamidi, Mal i heh, et al , 1997. TheUrlmpmaStructur ofi on o f
Tehran Vol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 94.

The Islamic Republic era(1979present)

After the 1979 revolution according to major changes in the gmaditical structure the new

government tended to eflish a new political governmental core.

In this period similar to the previous era expansion in other words the location of this group of
operational functions occurred adjacent to the previous ones. Afdinsaranwas chosen as

the new political gowamental core residing the leader of the revolution ayatollah Khomeini
outside the borders of city center $femiranatIn the following years of the Islamic republic
period the old city center has resided governmental functions such as ministeriaigsugdd

the presidential pal ace a®BeywwRdhbarias t he Leader

The Islamic parliament known as Islamic Consultative Assembly, as one of the major pillars of
the Islamic republic government located near the new governmental cortheamievious
location of the assembly has lost its significance. Only certain cultural parts have preserved their

functions such as the parliamentoés |ibrary.
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Therefore, once again the sogolitical core has remained within the boundaries of the main
urban structure and is reinforced.

522The Development of Bureaucratic Functions
The first Pahlavi period (19251941)

The Arg of Tehran had been demolished during the reign of Reza Shah. Therefore new urban
spaces were demanded in order to house the functional structure of the new government that had
transformed from traditional administration. In this period the governmentaiktniés are

added to the urban functional operations in form of a major function. Therefore in the city
center the governmental buildings have increased in number at this time and many of the
existing buildings have transformed into bureaucratic sectodense complex of the power
structure operations is formed in the old Arg district residing in it the most significant
bureaucratic functions.

Figure 5.5 Locationof Bazaaras a Commercial Core near the Governmental Sector
In Hamidi, Maliheh, etall 9 9 7 . iOrgani zati on of ThehUebanlbtrustar@mof St r uct

Tehran Vol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 95.
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Figure 5.6the capital reproduction process
I n Hamidi, Mal i heh, et al , 1997. TheUrbaa 8tiuctusetofi on o f

Tehran Vol. 2. (Tehran: Technical Consulting Organization in Tehran), p 95.

The functional transformation of thag area from being the politicgovernmental core to the
bureaucratic center and the reinforcement of ThepKhaneand the location of the spaces
according to each other and in adjacency to Gnand Bazaararea demonstrates that the
development of the me functions has occurred in accordance to its precedent functional
operations of the urban structure and has elaborated on its former functional structure. Moreover
the old functional structure of the area confirms the construction of identity of the urban

structure considering the differences in the urban fabric of the old core and its adjacent fabric.

The second Pahlavi period1941-1979)

In the beginning of the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah until the mid 1960s as a result of
economical shortcomings and the governmento6s
power, the development of the functional operations of the bureaucratic sectinsrem
scantling. In this period development of the bureaucratic function occurs gradually as it moves
towards north. From the mid 1960s according to the increase in oil price and change in the
economical state of the country the city faces the developrhéstlmreaucratic sector in form

of construction of new sectors as well as the private sector. The development of the private
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sector results in emergence of new bureaucratic extensions that remain significant to the urban

structure until today.

One of themost significant examples in this regard is Pahlavi Street (later known as Valiasr
Street). In different stages of development whenever this street has played a significant role in
the urban structure, the easest extensions have gained more importaridee gradual
development of the PahlaS8treetoccurs through its souttorth extension.

Figure 5.7 the Valiasr square as a new bureaucratic center emerging on the extension of Valiasr
Google Earth. November 14, 2010. May 19, 2011.

The Islamic Republic era(1979present)

After the 1979 revolution according to the power operation system on social matters such as the
war and economic sanctions, previous bureaucratic sectors were preserved and continued to
their expansion towards nordmd west. Subordinate passages of Valiasr Street have gained
significance in this era. Moreover, the sporadic expansions of the bureaucratic functions have
continued to grow from the central core of the city center and have formed a layered evolution
towards north.
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Figure 5.8 View of the Valiasr StreetDehrouyeh, Mehdii V a | 3 gausarr e . Gpogéldearttcam.
21 Feb. 2008. 14 Nov. 2010. <http:// www.panoramio.com/photo/7981691>

Figure 5.9 Valiasr Streets and the Distribution of Bureaucratic andCommercial Functions on Its
Body. (Obtained from the Greater Tehran Municipality by the Author)
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