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ABSTRACT

USING COMPUTER NETWORK SIMULATION PROGRAMS:
EXPLORATION OF STUDENTS’ ATTITUDE, MOTIVATON AND LEARNING

Giillu, Halil
M.S., Department of Computer Education and Instructional Technology

Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Omer DELIALIOGLU

May 2015, 108 pages

The purpose of this study was to explore students’ attitude, motivation and learning in
introductory networking courses where a simulation program was used. Basic
qualitative research method was utilized to seek answers to the research question.
Data was collected by individual interviews, conducted to 12 undergraduate and 5
graduate students from two different computer network courses on introductory
networking concepts where a simulation program was utilized. The interview data
was transcribed and analyzed trough formative content analysis to find out the themes
and categories. Analysis of data culminated five main themes with categories. Two of
the five themes were related to student attitudes; (1) goal setting: information age
qualities, professional development and problem solving skills, (2) learner internal
factors: curiosity and interest. Other two themes were related to student motivation;
(3) Self-confidence: visuality and manuals and (4) locus of control: chance to practice
and trial and errors. The last theme was related to learning; (5) deep understanding:
providing concreteness, learning by applying and visuality. The result of the study

showed that participants were commonly driven by their needs and interests so as to
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become competent in computer networks and find a job to secure their future. In
addition, the simulation programs increased students’ motivation and self-confidence
in the two classes investigated and helped them learn topics easier and better. The
results also indicated that the used simulations were considered quite affordable

technology in network course to convey abstract concepts to the students.

Keywords: Simulation-based Learning, Computer Network Simulation Program,
Motivation, Attitude, Learning
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0z

BILGISAYAR AGI SIMULASYON PROGRAMLARI KULLANIMI:
OGRENCILERIN TUTUM, MOTIVASYON VE OGRENMELERININ
INCELENMESI

Giilli, Halil
Yiiksek Lisans, Bilgisayar ve Ogretim Teknolojileri Egitimi Béliimii

Tez Yéneticisi: Dog. Dr. Omer DELIALIOGLU

Mayis 2015, 108 sayfa

Bu calismada baslangi¢ diizeyindeki ag temelleri dersinde kullanilan simiilasyon
programinin dgrencilerin  tutumlari, motivasyonlart ve Ogrenmeleri iizerindeki
etkisinin arastirilmasi amaglanmistir. Arastirma sorusunun cevabini bulmak i¢in nitel
bir aragtirma ylritiilmiistiir. Simiilasyon programlarinin kullanildig: iki farkli ag
temelleri dersine katilan 12 lisans ve 5 lisansiisti 6grenci ile goriismeler
yiritilmistir. Veriler derinlemesine analiz edilerek ortak temalar, kavramlar ve
iliskili boyutlar elde edilmistir. Veri, analizler sonucunda bes tema ve alt kategoriler
altinda toplanmustir. Bunlardan iki tanesi tutumla ilgilidir: (1) hedef belirleme: bilgi
cag1 yeterlilikleri, profesyonel gelisim ve problem ¢ézme yetenegi, (2) ogrenci
Kaynakl icsel faktorler: merak ve ilgi. Iki tanesi ise motivasyonla ilgilidir: (3)
ozgiiven: gorsellik ve ornek uygulamalar, (4) ogrenme odagi: uygulama sansi ve
deneme — yanilma. Son tema ise 6grenme ile ilgilidir: (5) derinlemesine ogrenme:
somutluk saglama, uygulayarak Ogrenme ve gorsellik. Aragtirmanin sonucu
gosteriyor ki, katilimcilar agirlikli olarak bilgisayar aglar1 konusunda yeterli olmak ve

geleceklerini giivence altina alabilecekleri bir is bulmak gibi kaygilara sahiptir. Buna
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ek olarak, simiilasyon programlar1 her iki ag temelleri sinifinda da 6grencilerin
motivasyonunu arttirip konunun daha kolay ve etkili sekilde anlagilmasina yardimci
olmustur. Son olarak, ag derslerinde soyut kavramlarin 6gretilmesinde simiilasyon

kullaniminin oldukg¢a uygun bir teknoloji oldugu ortaya ¢ikmustir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Simiilasyon Tabanli Ogrenme, Bilgisayar Ag1 Simiilasyonu
Programi, Motivasyon, Tutum, Ogrenme.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The technology provides more options today while learning something new. In
today’s fast developing global world, people focus on time and cost efficient ways of
learning and computer-based instruction methods are what they look for. These
methods can provide easier ways both for instructors and students. With the help of
technology, the motivation of the learners can be increased and their attitudes can be

positively changed towards learning, especially abstract topics.

In this chapter, the background of the study, the purpose of the study, research
questions, significance of the study, and definition of terms will be presented. The
purpose of this chapter is to provide an overview of the study regarding its topic,
study question and its purpose by also providing the basic terms to be used in this
study.

1.1 Background of the Study

As technology advances, the teaching, and learning instruments have also been
adapted to the technology. With the increasing use of computer technology especially
since the last decade, the use of computer-based instruction methods has become
more common. In today’s information society, where people now use information in
any area possible from economy as consumers to education as learners or instructors,
the tools providing information use have also become incredibly important. As a
result, computer-based instruction methods, since they provide quick and easy, time
and cost efficient ways, have become important in education field.

1



In such a time, it has become important to learn and instruct. However, people may
find some topics harder to learn than others, as abstract topics. Thus, teaching these
can also turn into a challenge. However, many topics are abstract in nature and they
can be seen as difficult topics to learn by the students (Adeyegbe, 1993; Akpan, 1994,
Adzape, 1995). At this point, developing technology according to such needs plays
an important role. Hence, one of the main issues in this field is to shed light on what
kind of an effect technology can have on students’ attitude and motivation towards
courses they take. There are various ways of using computer-based instruction as
simulation and computer networking and these are also effective in students’

motivation and attitudes in a positive way.

Simulation is one of the most important technologic developments of the modern
time. For the past two decades, instructional technologists have been projecting that
real life simulation would have a great impact on education (Thomas & Hooper,
1991; Dede, 1992; Hardin & Ziebarth, 2000). In a multimedia based learning
environment, computer simulations have a great importance because they offer a high
potential for interactive learning (Yaman & Nerdel & Bayrhuber 2008). According to
de Jong and van Joolingen (1998) a computer simulation is “a program that contains a
model of a system (natural or artificial; e.g., equipment) or a process.” There are
many simulation tools for different fields. The computer networks are also simulated
on computers. Networks simulators allow students to manage computer networks labs

like a real laboratory environment.

Computer networking is main research area in the computer engineering (Surma,
2003). Computer networks have a critical role so as to establish connection and share
resources in a specific domain because of rapid changes and developments on the
information and communication technologies. Research on teaching and learning of
computer networks is an essential part of the information technology and

instructional technology fields.



Using simulation is very common in the computer networks because of its flexibility
and availability. Bello, Mirebella & Raucea (2007), used a web-based test bed that
included basic components of computer networks like router, hub, and switch so as to
enable students to perform practical application of computer networks. In addition,
Goyal, Lai, Jain, & Durresi (1998), developed a simulation environment for computer
networks and telecommunications. According to Winters, Ausanka-Crues, Kegel,
Shimshock, Turner, & Erlinger, (2006) a simulation platform named TinkerNet was
developed so that students can their own networking study related with Ethernet, TCP
and UDP.

Motivation is another important factor for students’ success in courses. Using media
can be very effective to motivate students in courses, which have many abstract
topics. Media and situations should be used to teach abstract concepts (Theobald,
2005, p. 84). In computer network courses, which include many abstract topic and
protocols, motivating students is a big problem. According to Zheng (2015, p. 30),
computer networks concepts and protocols are very abstract and boring for students.
An interactive learning experience, which gives students the opportunity to control
their own learning and a chance to have hands-on experiences with subject-matter, is
supportive of high-level student learning as well as mastery of practical skills. In
terms of computer network courses, this interactive learning experience can be
provided via computer simulations (Urhahne & Harms, 2006). Another important
factor is the attitude of the students towards computer network course since attitude is
the key to success. According to the studies in educational field, it is seen that student
attitudes towards a subject lead to academic success (Popham, 2005; Royster, Harris,
& Schoeps, 1999).

As briefly stated above, using computer-based instruction methods via simulation and
computer networking will provide the students better motivation and attitude for

learning. This basic notion stands as the background of the study.



1.2 Statement of Problem

Because of their content with many details and protocols in abstract nature, computer
network is a challenging area to teach. A common problem faced by learners in
networking courses is having difficulty on grasping protocols and abstract topics of a
computer networking systems. Students are expected to acquire both theoretical
knowledge and practical skills during their computer network courses so as to
manage real computer networks scenarios (Ruiz-Martinez, Pereniguez-Garcia, Marin-
Lopez, Ruiz-Martinez, & Skarmeta-Gomez, 2013). Nevertheless, gaining practical
skills is challenging especially in the classic classroom environments. To overcome
this challenge, students need a real laboratory environment to master practical skills
associated with computer networking. Nonetheless, despite their positive effects on
students in terms of gaining practical skills of computer networking, real laboratory
environments are hard and expensive to build. Virtual laboratories, on the other hand,
are alternatives to real laboratories that can help students to master practical skills
they need to acquire without having shortcomings of real time laboratories. Virtual
laboratories can help making crucial educational applications available to students
(Kumar, Pakala, Ragade, & Wong, 1998; Shin, Yoon, Park & Lee, 2000; Grob, 2002;
Jeschke, Richter, & Zorn, 2010).Virtual laboratories convert students’ theoretical
knowledge into practical knowledge by simulating real laboratory environment
(Woodfield, 2005).

Although there are many study in the literature related with the use of simulation
program on computer network course, there are not enough studies about how
simulation programs affect students attitude, motivation, and learning in the course.
By conducting this study, students’ thoughts and perceptions about the effect of using

simulation programs on their learning, attitude and motivation will be revealed.



1.3 Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to investigate effects of the computer network simulation
program on students’ attitude, motivation and learning towards computer network
courses. Two introductory computer-networking courses, a workshop offered as free
extra-curricular course and a well-known certificate exam preparation course utilizing
networking simulators will be investigated through the study. In doing so, three

research questions will guide the study:

Research Questions

1. How did using the computer network simulation program affect students’
attitude towards the course content?

2. How did using the computer network simulation program affect students’
motivation in the computer network course?

3. What were students’ perceptions about the effect of using a computer network

simulation program to learning the course content?

1.4 Significance of the Study

It is expected that the results of this study will yield valuable information about the
use of networking simulators in teaching-learning introductory networking topics.
Effects of the program on students’ attitude, motivation and learning towards
computer network course will be investigated trough students opinions and

perceptions.

Computer networks courses are a rather challenging in nature since they require
students to master many abstract topics and protocols. For this reason, it may be
difficult to motivate students towards computer network courses. Simulations may
have great positive effects on fostering student learning as well as on having positive
attitudes towards computer network course, which in turn may increase student

learning, and increase student motivation. This study may contribute to literature by



revealing valuable information on effects of simulations on computer networks

courses, especially on student attitude, motivation and learning.

Computer Network Simulation tools are sometimes more effective than physical
devices because they simulate some abstraction that physical devices cannot. OSI and
TCP/IP models are difficult for students because they cannot see network layers by
using physical devices. However, using a simulator, students can see the function of
all layers and their processes and how header end trailer is added and removed during

the transportation of packet between different networks.

In addition, this study may also provide helpful information to computer networking
simulation developers in redesign their products in light of findings of this study.
Moreover, educators specializing on teaching of computer network courses may use
the findings of this study for betterment of their students’ experience within their

courses via simulation laboratories.

1.5 Definition of Terms

Simulation: “The process of designing a model of a real system and conducting
experiments with this model for the purpose either or understanding the behavior of
the system or of evaluating various strategies (within the limits imposed by a criterion

or set of criteria) for the operation of the system” (Shannon, 1975).

Simulation-based Learning: “Reproduction of some aspect of reality ... [to] better

understand, manipulate or predict real behaviour” (Kneebone & Nestel, 2005, p. 86).

Computer Network: is connection of computers with various ways which are
independent of one another or need each other to be functional so as to share
resources information and ensure communication between people (Baykal, 2005, p.
21).



Network Simulation: “is the implementation of a simulation that attempts to imitate
the real world behavior of a computer network or certain aspects of a computer

network to analyze the captured information and transmitted data” (Rampfl, 2013).

Motivation: “the attribute that moves us to do or not to do something” (Broussard
and Garrison 2004, p. 106).

Attitude: "a mental and neural state of readiness, organized through experience,
exerting a directive and dynamic influence upon the individual's response to all
objects and situations with which it is related™ (Alport, 1935, p. 810).

Learning: is "a relatively permanent change in behavior based on an individual's

interactional experience with its environment” (Ray et al., 2005, p. 10).






CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

There are many questions on the relation of the educational settings and educational

outcomes. Two of these questions considered as very important are:

e Does a classroom environment affect students learning and attitude?

e What are the factors affecting the students’ learning?

These questions are the results of years’ study and experience, which show that
learners are largely affected by the learning environment and methods. This study, as
stated before, investigates the computer-bases instruction methods affects on learning,
attitude and motivation and thus, the literature questioning the abovementioned issues

are important to share for the purpose of this study.

With the development of various technology enhanced learning environments,
educational researchers started to explore these questions. Earlier studies claimed
that the use of technology in education can change schools and improve education
(Bracewell et al., 1998; Means and Olson, 1995; Wenglinski, 1998).

Technology can be used in many different ways to support to learning. Digital
gaming and simulations are two of these technologies. Digital games in the
classrooms provide students a purposeful and funny learning environment. Digital
gaming is “Purposeful, goal-oriented, rule-based activity that the players perceive as
fun” (Klopfer, 2008). Also simulations as a technology tool to support the learning
enable students to model real world situations in classroom. Simulations are

“analog[ies] of a real world situation[s]” (Prensky, 2001, p. 128).



In computer network courses, the combination of face to face, simulation based and
online learning environments are used frequently. In most of the computer network
course there appear five components. These are online content, multimedia
components, online assessment, lab activities, and network simulation software.
Computer network course can be given face to face or blended where different media
are integrated into classroom instruction are called blended learning environment.
The important point is to distinguish blended-learning from other forms of learning.
The blended-learning is the effective integration of face to face and internet
technology. There are different definitions for blended learning in the literature.
Blended learning environment is defined as a combination of face to face and online
learning environments so as to use the strongest part of both them (Delialioglu &
Yildirim, 2007; Osguthorpe & Graham, 2003).

In the study of Zhi and Ya (2013), they prepared an inquiry-based network simulation
learning system for the computer network course. The results of the study showed
that in inquiry-based learning system, students’ interest of learning has been greater

than traditional instruction.

Graven, Hassen and Mackinnon (2009) made a study related with the routing topic in
computer network course. The purpose of researchers was to show the viability of
using a specifically designed computer game to integrate abstract learning materials
as a part of blended learning environment. The result of the study showed that
thought that they learned just as much in specifically designed platform from a
traditional lecture and lab. Also, the platform increased the motivation of students

towards topic.

Motivation is often thought as a necessary processor for the learning (Gottfried, 1985;
Lepper, lyengar, & Corpus, 2005). Literature supports the idea that motivated
students spend more time and effort in learning and they are more persistent so as to

complete challenging tasks (Malone, 1981; Stipek, 1993).
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Motivation is an important driving force both for teaching and learning. Educational
psychologists have emphasized the important of motivation for students learning for a

long time (Ames, 1990). There are many definition of motivation in the literature.
“the reasons underlying behavior” (Guay et al., 2010, p. 712).

“the attribute that moves us to do or not to do something” (Broussard and

Garrison 2004, p. 106).
Two types of motivation are intrinsic and extrinsic motivation.

“Intrinsic motivation energizes and sustains activities through the spontaneous
satisfactions inherent in effective volitional action. It is manifest in behaviors
such as play, exploration, and challenge seeking that people often do for
external rewards”(Deci et al., 1999, p. 658).

“Extrinsic motivation is a construct that pertains whenever an activity is done
in order to attain some separable outcome. Extrinsic motivation thus contrasts
with intrinsic motivation, which refers to doing an activity simply for the
enjoyment of the activity itself, rather than its instrumental value” (Ryan and
Deci, 2000).

Intrinsic motivation is more common in educational field than extrinsic motivation.
According to the study of Deci et al. (1999), educators think that intrinsic motivation
is more desirable and it enables better learning outcomes than extrinsic motivation. It
depends on the individual rather than external factors and this can be stated as one of

the reasons why intrinsic motivation is more applicable for education area.

Motivation does not mean much unless it lasts for a long time, as long as the learning
period if possible. To provide a continuing motivation, there are some models
structured. One of them is ARCS Model of Motivational Design, which ensures the
continuity of the motivation to learn. According to ARCS Model, instructional

materials should be configured with some strategies like (A) Attention, (R)

11



Relevance, (C) Confidence and (S) Satisfaction (Keller, 1983; Keller & Kopp, 1987).

ARCS Model identifies four essential strategies for motivation:

(A) Attention is the first component of the model. Getting students’ attentions,
setting in motion their curiosity, and engaging the through the instruction are
concern of attention strategies (Keller, 2008). According to Keller (1983),
getting attention is relatively easy than sustaining it during the instruction.

(R) Relevance strategy is related with learners’ interests, needs, and motives.
Students feel relevant when the instruction offer opportunities so as to satisfy
learners’ needs. Teaching practices enabling to establish link between
students’ goals, learning styles, prior experiences, and the instructional
environment are useful for building relevance (Keller, 2008).

(C) Confidence strategy helps students develop positive expectation for
achievement. People with confidence liable to accomplish their goals through
their actions (Bandura, 1977; Bandura & Schunk, 1981).

(S) This category helps people to feel good about their accomplishments.
According to reinforcement theory, when task and reward are defined, people
should be more motivated (Keller, 1987a). Feedback and reinforcement are
important elements for motivation. When learners were satisfied from the
results, they will be motivated to learn. Satisfaction strategy provides extrinsic

and intrinsic reinforcement (Keller, 1983). Details were given table 4.2.

As a result, these four categories form the basis of ARCS Model. There are some

subcomponents of ARCS Model components (Keller, 1987a). These components

were given below in table 2.1.
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Table 2.1 ARCS Model: Subcategories and strategies under each category (Keller,
1987a, p. 4-5).

Attention Strategies

A2: Concreteness

A2.1 Show visual representations of any important object or of set of ideas or
relationships.

A2.2 Give examples of every instructionally important concept or principle.

A2.3 Use content-related anecdotes, case studies, biographies, etc.

Relevance Strategies

R6 Choice

R6.1 Provide meaningful alternative methods for accomplishing a goal.

R6.2 Provide personal choices for organizing one’s work.

Confidence Strategies

C5 Self-confidence

C5.1 Allow students opportunity to become increasingly independent in learning and
practicing a skill.

C5.2 Have students learn new skills under low risk conditions, but practice
performance of well-learned tasks under realistic conditions.

C5.3 Help students understand that the pursuit of excellence does not mean that
anything short of perfection is failure; learn to feel good about genuine
accomplishment.

Satisfaction Strategies

S1 Natural Consequences

S1.1 Allow a student use a newly acquired skill in a realistic setting as soon as
possible.

Table 2.1 shows ARCS Model subcategories and strategies under each category.

13



There are many studies related with the ARCS Model. In the study of Malik (2014),
the effectiveness of ARCS Model to overcome the motivational obstacle of distance
learning was discussed. According to the results of the study, distance organization
can use ARCS Model so that student can motivate to complete the course. Also,
ARCS Model helps organizations to overcome low motivational problems of the

distance learners.

Ocak and Akcayir (2013), studied whether Keller’s ARCS Model increased academic
performance and the motivational level of students. The participants of the study were
90 first year college students who were randomly assigned to treatment and control
groups. While treatment group used systematically designed motivation tactics based
on Keller’s ARCS Model, the control groups did not use motivation tactics in the
Basic Computer Il lessons. In the experimental study, all subscale score of the
treatment group were higher than the scores of control group with regard to learner
motivation and academic achievement. The results of the study showed that ARCS
Model has a positive effect to a blended learning environment and the use of the

model increased students’ motivation and academic achievement.

Hu (2008) investigates in his study how usability improvement and motivational
design affect learners’ motivation and learning performance in an online learning
environment. 72 college students (48 males and 24 females) participated to study.
Two alternative designs named Phase | and Phase 11 were developed based on ARCS
Model. In Phase I, three interfaces named B, U and UM were developed. Interface B
was a self-paced online safety training tutorial. Interface U improved after the
evaluation of interface B and interface UM was developed after motivational design
applied to interface U. These interfaces were used in the experiment in Phase II. In
the study, Keller’s ARCS Model was used so as to measure motivation. The results of
the study showed that when usability improvement and motivational design used
together, it can positively affect learners’ motivation in a self-paced online learning

environment.
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Another study by Astleitner and Koller (2006) on motivation, aims at identifying
differences in motivation levels in different types of multimedia-based methods. A
total of 68 students who were 8™ grade (46 male and 22 female) participated to an
experiment. Four types of multimedia-based instructional system were implemented
to test theoretical assumptions in the study. One of the system had no ARCS Model
strategies, one had attention strategies, another had relevance strategies and final
system had both attention and relevance strategies. According to the results of study,
the combination of two ARCS components which are attention and relevance
strategies improved students’ motivation to learn. Also the study showed that
attention and relevance strategies were very effective on students with low level of

pre-motivation.

As stated before, simulation is an important technologic development and it is very
much related with attitude and motivation. In another study, simulation is examined
by Aycan et al. (2002) regarding its effect on students’ achievement in a physic
course. The name of the topic was “Motion in one Dimension” which was considered
as a difficult topic for the students. A total of 222 students from Faculty of Education
participated in the study. The research found that students who used simulation had
better ability to define the subject and their comments were more reasonable than
control group. The research observed that the experimental group using the

simulations was more successful than control group.

Literature shows that computer simulation programs had an effect on the motivation
of the students. When used in educational settings, these tools could increase
students’ motivation to learn. Petranek et al. (1992) stated that games and simulations

excite students and increase their motivation to learn.

Akkagit and Tekin (2012) conducted a study to see the effect of the simulation-based

education on the secondary school students’ achievement in the course of basic
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electronics and measurement. The study was conducted with 30 tenth-grade students
form Palu Vocational and Technical Education Center. The result of the study shows
that simulation based education increased students’ achievement level, students’ level
of understanding and motivation. According to the results of the research of Kranjc
(2011), simulation program attracted the interest and attention of the students.

In their study, Garard et al. (1998) with the 90 undergraduate students enrolled in
speech communication courses at Midwestern University found that there were
significant differences in students’ motivation according to types of instruction
received. The research showed that students who study with the game and simulation

activities during the lesson are more interested and motivated.

2.1 Attitude

There are many variants affecting the success in education. Attitude of students
towards the subject, school, teacher and similar items are some of these variants
(Acikgoz, 1992). Many definition of attitude can be found in the literature. According
to Tezbasaran (1997), attitude is a learned tendency of positive or negative reaction
towards a particular object, situation, establishment, concept, or people. As stated by
Alport (1935), explains attitude as a directing and driving sign of an individual’s
response to related topics or objects with an experienced mental or neural state
towards these situations. Similarly, Eagly and Chaiken state that attitude is "a
psychological tendency” which is revealed through the evaluation of certain cases

“with some degree of favor or disfavor" (Eagly & Chaiken, 1993, p. 1).

Positive attitude towards the course is important since attitude affects the students’
success. Hendricks (1997) stated that motivation and attitude is the key point for the
achievement of the students. Zimmerman, Bandura, and Martinez-Pons (1992) also
observed in their study a positive significant correlation between students’ attitude

and academic achievement.
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In their study Bakar et al. (2010), tried to investigate relationship between university
students’ achievement motivation, attitude and academic performance in Malaysia. In
the study, there were 1484 students from a local university. The results of the study
showed that there was a positive correlation between the students’ attitude and

academic achievement.

According to Anderson (1994), there are five components of attitude that are
emotion, goal, direction, strength and consistency. There are many model related with
the attitude. ABC model is one of the most useful attitude models (Eagly & Chaiken,
1998). In this study, the ABC Model was used. According to ABC Model, attitude
has three elements which are Affective, Behavior, and Cognition. Table 4.2 shows the
components of attitude. Affective shows the students’ interest. According to affective
component, an individual’s attitude towards an object cannot be determined only by
identifying its beliefs about something. A person’s feeling and emotions play an
important role on attitude. According to Agarwal & Malhotra (2005), feeling,
emotions and attitude are combined so as to propose an integrated model of attitude.
Behavior is another component of attitude. According to Wicker (1969), behavioral
tendency of an individual consists of actions and observable responses that are the
result of attitude object. Behavioral intension is related with the people’s goals and
intentions to act in a specific way. Goal is one of these components of attitude. Goal
setting provide a positive contribution to the development of positive attitude
(Bennett as cited in Demir, 2002; Demir, 2002).

Table 2.2 Components of Attitude

Affective Emotional or feeling segment of an
attitude.

Behavioral An intention to behave in a certain way.

Cognitive Opinion or belief segment of an attitude.
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Table 2.2 shows the components of attitude and their brief description.

Ashaari et all. (2011) investigates students’ attitude towards a statistic subject. In the
study there were six factors contributing the study, which are affective factor,
cognitive capability, difficulty, value, interest and students’ effort. The results of the
study showed that some of the students showed negative attitude towards the course
since students think that the statistic course is not related their field of study and their
future career and professional life. It was found that some students showed positive

attitude because of their interest to the content.

In his study, Ozdemir (2012) evaluated students’ attitude toward secondary education
geography lesson. According to the results of the study, students have positive
attitudes and thoughts towards the course because of benefits of geography lesson.
Many of the students stated that they have interest to the natural disaster and other
environmental problems. Also students want to improve skills for evaluating natural

events. For this reason, they have a positive attitude towards the geography course.

Students with positive attitude towards the course show a high performance in the
course (Schreiber, 2000). Besides, it was indicated that there was a significant
correlation between attitude towards course and the achievement of the students
(Papanastasiou, 2002). However, it cannot be said that positive attitude always cause
high achievement. According to study of Kiely (1990), a small number of students

who were not good in mathematics obtained high scores in the attitude test.

There are several research studies on the factors improving students’ positive attitude
towards the content. Some of these factors affecting attitude of students towards the
course is the computer simulation programs. In their study Chen and Howard (2010)
examined effects of simulation on students’ science learning and attitude. A total of
311 middle school students participated to the study. A pre-test post-test design used
before and after usage of simulation in the study. The findings of the study revealed
use of simulation in the science education cause positive changes in students’

attitudes and perception towards scientists.
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In his study Tiiystiz (2010) prepared a virtual laboratory related with “Separation of
Matter” unit for the 9™ grade students so as to investigate virtual laboratory effects on
students’ achievement and attitudes. In the study, 16 experiments developed by using
flash program. Experimental group used virtual laboratories while control group used
neither virtual laboratory nor any real-lab equipment. The results of the study showed
that virtual laboratory applications made positive effects on students’ achievements

and attitudes when compared to the traditional teaching methods.

Shegog et al.(2012) studied the impact of the Molecular Biology Simulation on
students’ academic achievement and attitudes. The participants of the study were 44
high school biology students from Mercedes, Texas. The study found that simulation
increased students’ procedural and declarative knowledge. However, the simulation

did not significantly affect attitudes towards science in general.

2.2 Simulation-Based Learning

As technology advances, computer-based instruction methods become popular in
education. Simulation-based learning is an important method in computer-based
instruction. Simulation based learning is defined as follows: “Reproduction of some

aspect of reality ... [to] better understand, manipulate or predict real behaviour”

(Kneebone & Nestel, 2005, p. 86).

To briefly explain the simulation as a definition, Shannon (1975) states that
simulation is the design process of a model of “a real system” and to carry out some
experiments using this model with this model. The purpose here, as stated by
Shannon (1975) is to “understand the behavior of the system” or to “evaluate various
strategies (within the limits imposed by a criterion or set of criteria) for the operation

of the system”.

Simulation programs are one of the computer aided instruction applications that are

powerful and potentially valuable (Price, 1991). Educational simulations present an
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interactive and representational environment that provides an effective learning for
students (Aldrich, 2005, p. 270). According to Bransford, Brown and Cocking
(2000) high-level learning can be achieved when students construct their own
understanding of scientific knowledge within existing knowledge framework. So as
to accomplish this objective, students can use computer simulation software
(Wieman, Adams & Perkins, 2008). Simulation software can help students to get a
deep understanding of knowledge by enabling repeating manipulation and
observation. According to Zacharia and Olympiou (2011), simulation environments

help students to get a greater understanding of domain knowledge.

Simulation software provides students a platform like real world context. Computer
based simulation provides opportunities to practice the solving of real-world
problems so as to meet the needs of learners (Jonassen, 1996). Usually students
cannot address these problems in real-world environments because of some
limitations like time, risk and lack of money. However, there are no limitations in the
simulation software (Dennis & Kansky, 1984). Simulation programs are particularly
valuable tools since they demonstrate the changes in simulation platform before they
are applied in the real world (Marks, 1982). Computer simulations enable students to
create a form of virtual reality, and virtual reality allows students learn and apply
knowledge and skills related with the professional jobs (Bell et al., 2008).

In simulation-based learning, understanding and defining problem is important.
According to Hallinger and Bridges (2007) and Gary and Wood (2011), so as to
succeed in simulation, students must understand and define the problem(s) and they

must consider practical skills as well as theoretical knowledge.

Simulation programs provide students a visual representation. Visualization increase
learning performance and it enables students to get a higher cognitive level
(Ainsworth, 2006). With visual representation, students learn easily. Visual
representations help students construct mental models of natural phenomena (Gilbert,
Boulter, & Elmer, 2000; Gilbert & Priest, 1997; Renk, Branch, & Chang, 1993). A
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mental model symbolizes an individual’s real worldview. A mental model includes
such questions as “how thing works, how problems can be solved” (Carroll & Olson,
1987; Holland, 1986; Johnson-Laird, 1993). Visual representations enhance the

overall affects and results related with the learning process.

Simulation-based learning environments are obvious, rational and efficient learning
environment for the conceptual learning. According to the literature, computer
simulation is a conceptual learning environment that enables students to learn easily
abstract topics by supporting observation and reflection activities (Chen, Hong, Sung,
& Chang, 2011; Mzoughi, Foley, Herring, Morris, & Wyser, 2005; Dori, Barak, &
Adir, 2003; Papaevripidou, Hadjiagapiou, & Constantinou, 2005).

Simulation-based learning environments are appropriate for the discovery learning.
Students must explore and discover information by speaking in a simulated realistic
setting (de Jong & van Joolingen, 1998). According to Smith and Boyer (1996: 690)
‘Simulations have the power to recreate complex, dynamic political processes in the
classroom, allowing students to examine the motivations, behavioral constraints,
resources and interactions among institutional actors”. Also simulation-based
learning helps students to participate in lessons. Simulations increase students’
participation and satisfaction when it is compared with lecture-seminar format
(Henley 1993).

Tatli and Ayas (2013) examined the effects of virtual chemistry laboratory on
students’ achievement in order to address importance of laboratory applications in
chemistry education. The participants of the study were 90 students from three
different ninth grade classrooms. According to the result of the study, virtual
chemistry laboratory software is at least as effective as the real laboratory in terms of

the students’ achievements and the ability of recognizing laboratory tools.
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Virtual laboratories are important especially in science classes. Herga, Grmek and
Dinevski (2014) conducted a study to determine the importance of virtual laboratory
as visualization tools while addressing chemical contents in science classes. In the
study, there are 109 seventh grade students from five different schools. Also this
study tried to answer the question whether virtual laboratories had positive effect on
learning outcomes of the students or not. The results of the study showed that in
terms of the obtaining information, the classes with the virtual laboratories were more

effective than the classes without virtual laboratory.

Bayrak (2008) investigates whether the computer based instruction or face-to-face
instruction is more effective on student success in Physics. The participants of the
study were seventy-eight freshman students from Department of Science and
Mathematics for Secondary Education at Hacettepe University. According to the
results of the study, students who had instruction with the computer simulation were

more successful than the students who had face-to-face instruction.

Another study on the contribution of simulation was conducted by Mhlongo, Kriek
and Basson (2011), assesing the contribution of simulations on physics students’
practical work. In the study, there are 20 physics students from University of
Limpopo and two test “Determining and interpreting resistive electric circuits
concepts test” and the “Test of integrated science process skills” were used.
Observation sheets, worksheets and a class test were used so as to gather data. Also,
interviews with the selected students were conducted. According to the results of
study, simulations had a positive effect on students’ understanding of electric circuits.
However, it was also found in the study that there is no difference between the
students who used simulations and others who did not use simulations with regards to

the development of process skills.

Jimioyiannis and Komis (2001) examined the role of computer simulations in the

development of functional understanding of the concepts of velocity and acceleration
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in projectile motions. In this study, two groups (control and experimental) of 15 and
16 years old participants were studied and both groups received traditional
instruction. In addition, experimental group also used simulation program, which was
related to velocity and acceleration. The results showed that students working with
simulation had significantly higher scores.

Huppert, Lomask & Lazarowitz (2002) investigated a computer simulations’ impact
on students’ academic achievement in their study named “Computer simulations in
the high school: Students' cognitive stages, science process skills and academic
achievement in microbiology”. The simulation program was related to the concept of
‘The Growth Curve of Microorganisms’. The participants of the study were tenth
grade biology students. The results of the study indicate that students in the
experimental group had significantly higher academic achievement than students in

the control group.

2.3 Computer Network Simulation

Specialized network laboratories are vital for the computer network courses.
According to Alnoukari, Shafaamry and Aytouni (2013) teaching concepts, protocols,
design and applications of computer network at colleges and universities are
problematic without having specialized laboratories. However, real network
laboratories are very expensive and they are not proper for the various network
topologies. Also real laboratory platforms can be used only a small number of

students due to physical limitations (Alnoukari, Shafaamry and Aytouni, 2013).

At this point, computer network simulation provides solutions. Computer network
simulator can help students to build complex networks. Network simulation is low-
cost and easy to use. Network simulation could be used for teaching IP addressing
static and dynamic routing like RIP and OSPF (Baumgartner, Braun, Kurt &
Weyland, 2003).
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Network simulators provide many advantages. For example they are fast and
inexpensive. While setting up a network environment including multiple networked
computers, routers and data links, network simulators are relatively fast and
inexpensive in terms of cost and time (Potemans, Theunis, Rodiers, Van den Broeck,
Ley, Van Lil, & Van de Capelle, 2002).

There are many network simulators used in different networking courses. Some of

them are listed below:

NetSim: Is a network simulator used for simulation and modelling of various network
protocols like WLANSs, Ethernet, TCP/IP, and asynchronous transfer mode (ATM)
switches (Tetcos, 2011). NetSim is proper for a variety of operating systems.

However, the use of NetSim in academic environment is limited.

CNet: Was developed for undergraduate computer network courses in 1991 by Chris
McDonald at University of Western Australia. Since then, it has been used by
thousands of students worldwide. CNet simulation tool enable experiments with data
link layer, network layer, and routing and transport layer networking protocols
(Csse.uwa.edu.au, 2015).

Cisco Packet Tracer: Is a network simulation program that allows students to
experiment network behavior. Packet tracer allows students to create a network with
an almost unlimited number of network devices. Packet Tracer provides simulation,
visualization and it facilitates teaching and learning of complex technology concepts
(Netacad.com, 2015).

Huawei eNSP: Enterprise Network Simulation Platform (eNSP) is a free network
simulator tool developed by the Huawei so as to simulate Huawei routers, switches

and large-scaled networks (Enterprise.huawei.com, 2015).
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2.4 Summary

The literature shows that how simulation-based learning affect students’ attitude
motivation and learning towards the course. Some studies in the literature indicate
that computer simulations cause students to exhibit a positive attitude towards the
course. In addition to this, it is seen in the literature; students have high motivation in
simulation-based learning environments. Lastly, how computer simulations affect
students learning discussed in the literature. Literature shows that students’ academic
achievement increase in simulation-based learning environments. Many of the studies
related with the computer simulations in the literature was made in science, biology
and chemistry courses. However, the number of the studies related with simulation
programs’ effect on students’ attitude, motivation and learning towards the computer

network courses is very limited.
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CHAPTER 3

METHODOLOGY

This chapter provides detailed information about the research regarding its design and
implementation. Within this chapter, the research questions, research design,
participants, context, data analysis, data collection instruments, and assumptions are

presented.

Many computer network courses have been designed for both graduate and
undergraduate levels. Although students learn various computer networks concepts in
these traditional courses, they need to practice with the real network devices so that
they can deeply understand the network topics. Many of the universities are currently
studying with classical physical networking labs (Comer, 2002). In spite of the
usefulness of such labs in teaching, they have some shortcomings like security, cost,

and flexibility.

At this point, computer network simulation program is an alternative way of teaching
computer networks. This approach may be very useful since it is efficient to simulate
both small and large networks with different technologies and topologies without
security, cost, and flexibility shortcomings. Although simulation program is very
efficient to simulate computer networks, there is a question how it affects students
attitude, motivation and learning of students. So the aim of this research is to
investigate the effect of computer network simulation programs on students’ attitude,
motivation and learning in two computer network courses covering introductory

networking topics.
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3.1 Research Design

In this study a qualitative research design was preferred so as to get a wide thought of
participants about effects of computer networks program on participants’ attitude,
motivation and learning. The purpose of using a qualitative research design in this
research is to provide a wide insight of the participants’ values and beliefs. Hoepfl

(1997) expresses five basic characteristics of the qualitative research as below:

1. In qualitative research, the natural setting is used as the source of data.
Settings are observed by the researcher so as to observe, describe, and
interpret as they are.

2. The researcher sees the human as the instrument of the data collection.

3. Inductive data analysis used predominantly by the qualitative researchers.

4. Qualitative research reports are descriptive and they are incorporating
expressive language and presence of the voice in the text.

5. Qualitative research has an interpretive character. In qualitative research, it is
aimed to discover the meanings of the events for individuals who experience
them. Also, it is aimed to discover the interpretations of these meanings by the
researcher.

Also according to the Fraenkel, Wallen and Hyun (2012), the basic assumptions of

qualitative research are:

Participants in the study create meaning on their own,
Research studies offer alternative interpretations,
Researcher is a part of process,

Values and facts are associated with each other,

o~ w D e

There is no generalization in qualitative research.

Qualitative method in exploratory research has some advantages. First of all,
participants have the opportunity to answer open ended questions with their own

words instead of choosing them from fixed responses as quantitative methods do.
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Secondly, qualitative method gives chance to the researcher so as to probe initial

participants’ responses by asking how or why (Mack et al., 2005, p4).

The design of the study is a basic qualitative research design. According to the

Merriam (2009), the characteristics of basic qualitative research are as follows:

1. How participants commend their experiences,
2. How participants build their worlds,

3. How participants assign meanings to their experiences

As clearly described in aforementioned sentences qualitative research design is
employed to explore different aspects of experiences of students on a phenomena.
Since this study aimed to investigate students’ thoughts about the effect of simulation
program on their attitude, motivation and learning towards the computer network
course, use of basic characteristics of qualitative research, is suitable in order to reach

the aims intended in this study.

3.1 Research Question

The main purpose of this study is to understand how computer networks simulation

program effect students’ attitude, motivation, and learning towards the course.
The research questions in line with the purpose of the study are as follows:

1. How did using the computer network simulation program effect students’
attitude towards the course content?

2. How did using the computer network simulation program effect students’
motivation in the computer network course?

3. What were students’ perceptions about the effect of using computer network

simulation program to learning the course content?
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3.2 Participants of the study

The participants of this study were students who took two computer networks courses
at the 2014-2015 fall semesters at Middle East Technical University (METU) Ankara,
Turkey. The participants were selected from the two different courses. One of the
courses was a 20 week long workshop offered as free extra-curricular course to 1% to
4™ grade students of all departments at METU. The second course was a 5 month
long commercially well-known certificate exam preparation course. The students of
the second course were undergraduate, graduate students and professionals from
networking industry. A total of 17 students agreed to participate in the study from
two courses. There were 10 participants from the first course and 7 participants from

the second course.

The participants were interviewed individually. Participation to this study was
voluntary and participants were asked to sign a consent form before the interview. All
the participants were informed about the study and they were could ask questions
about the study before the interviews. During the interview, participants explained
their opinions and perceptions about how the simulation program they used effect

their attitude, motivation and learning in the course.

3.2.1 Sampling Technique

Data were collected from two different computer network courses. Both of these
courses had similar course content and instructional design. The main reason for
using two courses was that the participants were easily accessible with the help a
sampling technique known as convenience sampling. Put another way, | used
convenience sampling, a nonprobability sampling technique, in this study. Battaglia
(2008) defines convenience sampling as “type of nonprobability sampling in which
people are sampled simply because they are ‘convenient’ sources of data for

researchers.” In addition, Marshall (1996) further states that using convenient
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sampling in qualitative studies may provide many advantages such as cost-efficiency,
time-efficiency, and effective results with less effort. As understood from
abovementioned studies, the advantages that convenience sampling offers qualitative

researchers can be put as follows:

e It provides simplicity to sampling process and thus enables easiness of
research,
e It helps data collection process to be done in a short duration of time,

e |tis cost effective.

Owing to obvious upsides of convenience sampling, | chose participants of two
aforementioned courses since they were easily accessible. By using convenience
sampling, | was able to reduce time and cost in data collection process, which let me
to study phenomenon | was interested in, more explicitly and exhaustively.
Furthermore, according to Saumure and Given Lisa (2008), convenience sampling is
studying a population, which is easily accessible to the researcher. Convenience

sampling has been employed in many different qualitative studies.

Although convenience sampling provides many advantages to qualitative inquiry
process, there are some disadvantages of it that qualitative researchers need to be
aware of. For example, since the participants studied with convenience sampling
technique is not randomly chosen, there is a risk of not being able to generalize the
conclusions drawn as a result of the study. However, it should be borne in mind that |
did not aim to generalize my results of this study at the first place since qualitative
researchers aim not to generalize their conclusions; rather, they aim to understand the
phenomenon at hand with interactions with participants who are related to that
particular phenomenon. Therefore, convenience sampling served as an appropriate

tool of sampling process for my study because of its advantages.
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Table 3.1 Characteristics of Participants

Age Gender University Grade
Course 1 21 M Undergraduate student 1
1 2 18 M Undergraduate student 2
3 18 M Undergraduate student English
Preparation
4 23 M Undergraduate student 4
5 23 M Undergraduate student 4
6 24 M Undergraduate student 4
7 22 F Undergraduate student 2
8 22 F Undergraduate student 1
9 21 F Undergraduate student 4
10 24 M Undergraduate student 2
Course 11 32 F Graduate student M.Sc.
2 12 25 M Graduate student M.Sc.
13 29 M Graduate student M.Sc.
14 23 F Undergraduate student 3
15 24 M Undergraduate student 3
16 26 M Graduate student M.Sc.
17 37 F Graduate student M.Sc.

Table 3.1 gives age, gender, university, and grade information of participants.

3.3 Context

During the study, the data was collected from two similar introductory network

courses. Courses are coded as named course 1 and course 2 during the remaining
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explanations. The main goal of both courses was to present information about entry-
level computer networks topics like OSI Reference Model, TCP/IP Model, data
communication, network devices, and routing. The content of the courses was given
in table 3.2 below. Both of the courses consisted of two parts which are lecturing and
laboratory part. In addition, courses have online platform including course materials.
During the lecturing parts of the courses, the related topics were presented with the
help of the text and visual components. In the laboratory part, students gain

experience by using real network devices.

Lecturing parts of the courses carried out computer laboratory and there were twenty
five computers for students. Placement of the computers in the laboratory was in U-
shaped and all of the computers connected to the internet. During the lecturing part,
students also used simulation program. The purpose of the simulation program in the

courses is to practice immediately what they learn in the course.

Table 3.2 Explanation of the Content of the Courses

Course - 1 Course - 2

e Introduction to Data e Course Introduction
Communications e Exploring the Network

e Network Concept e Configuring a Network

e Types of Communication and Operating System (with
Signaling simulation)

e OSI Reference Model e Network Protocols and

e TCP/IP Model Communications

e Network Devices (with e Network Access
simulation) e Ethernet

e Physical Layer e Network Layer

e Carrier Media, Cabling, Copper e Transport Layer
and Optic Cabling e |P Addressing

e Data Link Layer e Subnetting IP Networks

33


https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module0/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module1/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module2/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module2/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module3/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module3/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module4/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module5/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module6/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module7/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module8/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module9/index.html

Table 3.2 (continued)

LLC, MAC, Layer 2 Access
Technology, Network Switches,
Ethernet, ATM Technology
Configuration of  Network
Switches, VLAN, STP

Network Layer Protocols

IP, IP Addressing, Routing
Types, Transport Layer
Introduction to Routing and
Packet Forwarding (with
simulation)

Introduction to Dynamic Routing
Protocols (with simulation)
Router Configuration, RIP, OSPF
(With simulation)

TCP, UDP, Application Layer
WEB, FTP, Mail Services (with

simulation)

Application Layer
It’s a Network
Introduction to Switched
Networks

Basic Switching
Concepts and
Configuration (with
simulation)

VLANS

Routing Concepts
Inter-VLAN Routing
(with simulation)
Static Routing (with
simulation)

Routing Dynamically
(with simulation)
Single-Area OSPF (with
simulation)

Access Control Lists
DHCP

Network Address
Translation for IPv4

(with simulation)

Table 3.2 gives information about the content of the computer network courses.


https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module10/index.html
https://static-course-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/IntroNet50ENU/module11/index.html

Course 1

The first course was offered as free extra-curricular course to all students of METU.
The classes were made face to face in METU Continuing Educating Center. Since it
is a simulation-based course, students use a simulation program to perform the
laboratory activities. The duration of the course was 20 weeks. The course included
four components, which were lecturing, simulation, online platform, and laboratory
session. Online platform included course and laboratory manuals so that students
could easily reach the course materials. In the first ten weeks of the course, students
used a simulation program and an online course platform. Laboratory sessions with

real devices were the second part lasting another 10 weeks.

In the first 10 week of the course, students used a simulation program. All of the
students were provided with computer and laboratory manuals so that they could use

the simulation program of the course.
The Objectives of the Course:

e Describe basic concepts of data traffic

e Describe the different classes of IP addresses (and subnetting).

¢ Install and/or configure a network.

e Describe data link and network addresses and identify key differences
between them.

e Describe the function of the MAC address.

e Describe the different classes of IP addresses (and subnetting).

e Identify the functions of the TCP/IP network-layer protocol.

e Configure a computer in a network.

e Add the RIP routing protocol to your configuration.

¢ Install and/or configure a network.
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Course 2

The second course was the first semester of a Technology Certificate Program on
computer networks. The purpose of the course was to present computer networking
knowledge and skills. The duration of the course was 10 weeks and was followed by
three more courses to be taken in sequence. Each of the courses concluded with part
review quizzes so as to assess students’ knowledge. Also at the end of the every
course, there were part review exams to challenge students to recall information
across multiple topics. The content of the course was similar to the first ten week of

course-1.

Course-2 provides a peerless learning environment for teachers and students. It
combines face-to-face and online course modes. In addition, it has simulation and
laboratory session. In face-to-face part of the course, teacher presents the course to
the students. With help of a learning management system, teachers and students could

easily access course materials wherever and whenever they want.

The objective of the course:

e Describe data link and network addresses and identify key differences
between them.

e Define and describe the function of the MAC address.

e Define and explain the five conversion steps of data encapsulation.

e Describe connection-oriented network service and connectionless network
service, and identify their key differences.

e Describe the different classes of IP addresses (and subnetting).

¢ Identify the functions of the TCP/IP and OSI network-layer protocols.

e Configure IP addresses.

e Verify IP addresses.

e Add the RIP routing protocol to your configuration.

e Install and/or configure a network.
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3.4 The Computer Network Simulation

Computer network simulation program is a powerful tool that enables students to
experiment with network behavior. It provides simulation, visualization, authoring,
assessment and collaboration capabilities and it simplifies teaching and learning of
complex computer network concepts. Network simulation program inserts physical
network equipment in the classroom environment by allowing students to generate
networks with unlimited number of devices. Also it encourages students to practice,
discovery, and troubleshooting and enable students to can see content of data from
each layer. Computer Network Simulation Platform is scalable graphic network
simulation platform. It demonstrates real networks by simulating routers and
switches. It can simulate large-sized networks and it allows users to exercise router

and switch operations and to learn network technologies without using real devices.

Computer network simulation simulated the functions and features of routers and
switches. By doing this, it enable students to study like they are in a real network
environment. To study with a device in the Computer Network Simulation Platform,
students only drag and drop the device in the work platform of the graphical user
interface. In addition to routers and switches, platform simulates personal computers,

clients-servers, cellphones, hubs, and clouds.

Computer Network Simulation simulates device configuration functions like
hostname, ip address, subnet mask, gateway, and DNS. Students can easily give ip
addresses, subnet masks, gateway and DNS addresses to a personal computer by

using graphical user interface.

One of the most important properties of the Computer Network Simulation Program
is that it simulates large-sized networking. Simulating large-scaled networks gives a
chance to students to solve the problem in the simulation platform so that they can
solve it successfully when they encounter a similar problem in real work

environments.

37



Computer Network Simulation Program simulates packet capture on interfaces to
show protocol interaction process by the help of Wireshark. With the Wireshark,
students can see packets and layers of OSI and TCP/IP.

In this study, two simulation programs were used. Screen captures of simulation
programs were given in the Appendix D. Both of the simulation programs have

similar properties. Common attributions of programs are given below:

e Workspaces: Both of the simulation programs have tow workspaces, which
are logical and physical species. The logical workspace allows students to
perform logical network topologies. In addition, physical workspaces provide
to students a graphical physical dimension of logical network. It gives a
chance for students to see how networks devices like router and switch would
look in a real environment.

e Networking Devices: simulation programs support various networking
devices like routers, switches, connections, end devices, hubs, and servers so
that students can create different networking scenarios.

e Connections: various cable types which are console cable, copper straight-
through cable, copper cross-over cable, and serial cables can be used in
simulation programs to connect various networking devices. Auto cable
connection is a useful property of simulation programs. While connecting
various cables to network devices, it is important for students which type of
cable they used. At this point, auto cable connection helps students to connect
cables in a correct way.

e Command Line Interface (CLI): is a user friendly mode where students can
type different commands so as to configure various network devices. CLI is a
text based interface and it recognizes command when users enter enough
character of the command.

e Graphical User Interface (GUI): with graphical user interface, users can
create, delete, and save topologies. Also it enables users to easily drag and
drop the network devices so that they create topologies. The GUI has zoom
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view tools, edit functions like copy, paste, and undo, improved window
management, and ability to show/hide interfaces and device labels.

Protocols: simulation programs supports protocols working in application,
transport, network and network access/interface layers.

Modular Devices: physical interface enable insert interface cards to the
routers like a real device.

Tutorials: Simulation programs include many step-by-step tutorials so that
students can be familiarized product features and engaged in simulations.
Help: help feature is used to familiarize students to the simulation program.
In addition, help feature includes many notes and tips to aid understanding.
Activity Wizard: allows students to control their own learning activities by
using instructional text.

Lab Grading Function: provides students grading and feedback do that they

can control their own learning activities.

3.5 Data Collection Instrument

During this study, interview is used as an instrument to collect data. As stated by

Burns (1999, p. 118), “Interviews are a popular and widely used means of collecting

qualitative data.” According to Flick (2006, p. 160), the purpose of interview is to

express the knowledge in the form of answers and so it become open to interpretation.

An interview was used so as to obtain the effects of the simulation program on the

students’ attitude, motivation and learning. Using interview as an instrument in

exploratory design has some strengths. These strengths are revealed by Jonson and
Turner (2003, p. 308) as follows:

Proper for measuring attitudes and other types of interest.
Can provide detailed information.
Proper for investigation and verification.

Allow good interpretive validity
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In this study, a semi-structured interview was used in the study. The purpose of the
semi-structured interview was to determine the computer network students’ thoughts

about the effect of the simulation program’s on attitude, motivation and learning.

According to Tirniiklii (2000), in semi-structured interview, researcher prepares the
interview questions in advance. Also researcher can affect the flow of the interview
by asking sub-question so that participants can give detailed answers for the

questions.

The most important facilities provided by the semi-structured interview technique for
the researchers is that it presents more systematic and comparable information since
the interview depend on question which are prepared in advance (Yildirnrm and
Simgek, 2004, 283).

3.5.1 Attitude, Motivation and Learning Interview Protocols

Interview is developed by the researcher. The interview consists of 11 open-ended
questions and it consists of 3 subscales. These are attitude, motivation and learning.
The first three questions are related with the attitude of the students toward the
course. Question four, five, six, and seven is developed so as to measure the effect of
simulation program on students’ motivation. Lastly, the last four questions are
developed to measure the effect of simulation program on students’ learning.
Researcher got feedback while he was preparing the interview questions. After the
first draft of the interview questions was prepared, it was controlled by an associate
professor who is expert on computer networks field at Computer Education and
Instructional Technology Department. According to the feedback of the expert,
revision on the interview questions were made by the researcher. After the revision,
question was again controlled by the same expert. In addition to expert, a Ph.D.
student in Computer Education and Instructional Technology Department checked the
questions for validity and reliability concern. After 3 stage feedback, interview

questions were reorganized and interview questions were finalized.
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Motivation questions in the interview were prepared according to the ARCS Model.
The model consists of four main categories which are Attention, Relevance,
Confidence and Satisfaction. Categories of ARCS Model represent some conditions

which are necessary for a person to be fully motivated (Keller & Suzuki, 2004).

3.5.2 Data Collection Procedure

Interviewing data collection method was used in this study. In the study, the
researcher chose the class of the participants as the interview environment so that
they can feel comfortable and secure. 17 of 35 students were participated to interview
as voluntarily and participants were decided when they participate to interview. The
interview place was determined by the researcher. Participants were invited to the
study with telephone and face to face meeting. Interviews were made one by one and
they were recorded. During the interviews open-ended questions asked. Open-ended
questions give chances to participants share their opinions instead of predetermined
survey options. Usage of open-ended questions were not force the participants to say
what researcher hear while they answering the questions. Before the interview,
participants were informed about the purpose and duration of the interview. Also
researcher got permission from the participants so as to record their voice during the
interview. After the recording process, researcher transcript these records accurately.
During the interview, questions were asked in a flexible way and answers of the

participants were evaluated in an unbiased way.

3.6 Data Analysis

Data analysis was made so as to lighten the meaning and bring order the data.
Qualitative content analysis was preferred so that the data was discovered and

described in a systematic way.
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The data was described by analyzing the interview transcriptions. During the data
analysis, the proper themes and categories form the transcriptions were found. After

definition proper themes and categories, meaningful results were found.
3.7.1 Dependability

The reliability is the most important feature of data and findings for a research to be
credible. Reliability is related with the consistency, dependability, and replicability of
the obtained research results (Nunan, 1999). In quantitative studies, obtaining the
same results is easy because data are in numerical format. However, in qualitative
studies, having identical results are demanding and difficult because data are in
narrative format and it is subjective. According to Lincoln and Guba (1985), it is
better to take into consideration dependability and consistency of the data instead of
same results. Dependability of the results can be provided with three ways: the
investigator’s position, triangulation and audit trail (Lincoln & Guba, 1985; Merriam,
1998). According to Lincoln and Guba (1985) audit trial is one of the important
elements that establish the credibility of qualitative studies. In this study the
credibility of findings was established through a lot of audit trails. Those were data
collection techniques, data analysis procedures, excerpts from transcribed data, and
exploration and detailed description of themes and categories drawn from raw

qualitative data.

3.7.2 Credibility

In qualitative research studies, credibility depends on researcher’s ability and effort;
therefore, “the researcher is the instrument”; however, in quantitative research studies
credibility depends on construction of the instrument (Patton, 2002, p. 14).
Triangulation is a way of establishing and ensuring the credibility in qualitative
research (Merriam, 2009). In this study credibility was ensured through triangulation

of data. That is, analysis of data and generation of themes and categories were
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conducted independently by two researchers. Once the researchers completed their
themes and categories independently they come together and compare their results
with each other. The final themes and categories were established after they had
consensus on them. By this way credibility of the results of the study was addressed.
Cohen’s Kappa statistics was utilized to examine inter-coder reliability. Because,
Cohen’s Kappa is a commonly used index of inter-rater reliability that used to
measure level of agreement of two researchers’ codes (Cohen, 1960). The results of
the inter-coder reliability on this study showed that kappa was equal to 0.72 which
showed that there was a substantial agreement between two coders. According to
Landis and Koch (1977), kappa values between 0.61 and 0.80 are substantial.

3.7.3 Transferability

In qualitative paradigm, transferability or applicability is an essential criterion for the
quality of research study (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). Generalization of findings from
one study to another may not be proper for the qualitative studies. However, there are
some other ways of transferring the results of one qualitative study to another such as
rich and thick description of data. That is, the context and the sample should be
explained in detail so as to enable other researcher to benefit from the research
findings (Meyer, 2000, p. 9). In this study, detailed description of data was provided
in order to establish transferability. For example, all of the interviews were
transcribed and written in a Word document. Moreover, the quotations used by
researcher were directly taken from transcribed data without any manipulation. This
allowed other researchers to transfer and generalize the results of this study to the
other context and settings. Furthermore, by this way researchers would be able to

decide whether the results of this study are transferable to their own context.
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3.7 Assumptions of the Study

In this study some assumptions were made. These assumptions are:

e The interview environment are proper for the interview,
e In the study, two simulation programs were used and they were used

like they are similar.
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CHAPTER 4

RESULTS

In this chapter, the results of the data analysis were given. The results were given as
parallel to research questions. Each research question was detailed with the

participants’ answers. The participants’ code list is given in the Appendix C.

Table 4.1 Alignment of Theoretical Framework of the Results of Study

Model Components of Model Categories of Study
ABC Model Affective Curiosity
Interest
Behavioral Information Age Qualities

Personal Development

Problem Solving Skills

ARCS Model Attention Visuality
Relevance Manuals
Confidence Trial and Error
Natural Consequences Chance to Practice
Discovery Learning Experimenting Provide Concreteness

Allowing Trials without Learning by Applying
Fear of Failing Visuality

Table 4.1 indicates the alignment of theoretical framework of the results of study.

The study was carried out according to the ABC Model of attitude, ARCS Model of

Motivation and Discovery Learning. Codes were categorized based on the
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components of the models. In this basic qualitative study, two components of attitude
which are affective and behavioral matched the attitude findings of this study.
Affective component of attitude deals with some internal factors like feeling and
emotions. Learner Internal Factors theme constructed based on affective component
of attitude. Feeling, emotions and attitude are combined so as to propose an
integrated model of attitude (Agarwal & Malhotra 2005). Based on the affective
component of attitude curiosity and interest categories were constructed. Also in this
study participants mentioned that some personal intentions like solving internet
problems, career plans, and keeping up with the computer age. Goal Setting theme
was generated according to the behavioral component of attitude. Behavioral
tendency of an individual consists of actions and observable responses that are the
result of attitude object (Wicker, 1969). Participants said that they act in a specific
way to perform their intentions. According to Ajzen and Fishbein (1975), behavioral

intention was an individuals’’ subjective possibility to act in a certain behavior.

The motivation results of the study are proper of the Keller’s ARCS Model. “Self-
confidence” and “locus of control” were two themes constructed in this study. Self-
confidence theme was mentioned confidence strategies of ARCS Model. Self-
confidence is one of the sub-strategies of ARCS Model (Keller, 1987a). Visuality is
one of the categories was found in this study. According to Keller (1987a, p. 4-5),
concreteness subcategory of attention strategy proposes the use of visual
representations of any object to motivate students towards the course. Also manuals
provided by simulation programs as an alternative method to learn network concepts
increased participants motivation. Choice subcategory of relevance strategy is related
with the providing meaningful alternatives for accomplishing a goal (Keller, 1987a,
p. 4-5). “Locus of control” controlling success and failure is another theme.
Individuals should be more motivated when they feel that they can control their own
success and failures (Eccles & Wigfield, 2002). Trial and Error and Change to
Practice were two categories combined under the locus of control theme. Participants

mentioned that Trial and Error provided by simulation program increased

46



participants’ motivation towards the course since they have a personal control over
the learning. Personal control strategies of Confidence category of ARCS Model are
related with the providing personal control over the learning (Keller, 1987b). Change
to Practice mentioned by participants in simulation platform is another category
increase participants’ motivation by providing them a realistic platform to practice
the network laboratories. Natural consequences of Satisfaction strategies propose

allowing students to acquire new skills in a realistic setting (Keller, 19873, p. 4-5).

Lastly, theme and categories under the learning results of current study were
developed parallel to the Discovery Learning approach. Schank and Cleary (1995)
have proposed five main architectures which are case-based learning, incidental
learning, learning by exploring/conversing, learning by reflection, and simulation-
based learning for categorizing the architectures of discovery learning. Simulation-
based learning was one of these categories. Simulation-based learning environments
allow to learners for experiments and trials without fear of failing, and concretization
(Bicknell - Holmes & Hoffman, 2000). The “Provide Concreteness” and “Learning
by Applying” categories of the study were determined according to the features of
discovery learning. There are five major differences between discovery learning and
traditional learning (Bonwell, 1998; Mosca & Howard, 1997):

e Learning is active rather than passive

e Learning is process-based rather than fact-based
e Failure is important

e Feedback is necessary

e Understanding is deeper

As mentioned above, Deeper Understanding is provided by the Discovery Learning.
The theme called as Deep Understanding was constructed based on the suggestion of

discovery learning that is “understanding is deeper”.
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4.1 Attitude: How did using the computer network simulation program effect
students’ attitude towards the course content?

Students were asked about the factors affecting their attitude towards the computer
network topics. The answers of the participants were collected under two themes,
“goal setting” and “learner internal factors”. Tables 4.2 summarize the themes and

categories related with attitude of students’ towards course content.

Table 4.2 Attitude themes and Categories

Themes Categories

Goal Setting Information Age Qualities
Professional Development
Problem Solving Skills
Learner Internal Factors Curiosity

Interest

Table 4.2 shows themes and categories related with the attitude of the students

towards computer network course.

Goal setting is the first theme found in the attitudes of the interviewed students. Goal
setting is related to the process of deciding what you want to accomplish and devising
a plan to achieve the result you desire. Students stated that personal development in a
field like computer networks is very important for them because of their career goal.

As a typical answer related to this theme one of the student said:

“I want to learn high level topic in this field because it is my purpose to work in this

field.” (C1P2)

“Bilgisayar aglar ile ilgili iist diize konular: 6grenmek istiyorum. Ciinkii amacim bu

alanda ¢calismak.” (C1P2)
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Some of the keywords related to this theme were computer age, career, and solving
internet problems which were further grouped into categories (Detail were given in
Table 4.9). Interviewees mentioned the revolution in technology in the form of
internet and personal computers. Many of the new technologies require new
knowledge and skills. For this reason, “information age qualities” was one of the

categories driven from the answers of participants.

Table 4.3 Attitude categories and frequencies for goal setting theme

Theme 1: Goal setting

Categories f for Course 1 f for Course 2 Total f
Information Age 3 2 5
Qualities

Professional 5 7 12
Development

Problem Solving 4 1 5

Skills

Table 4.3 shows the frequencies of goal setting categories.

“Information age qualities” was the first category related to the goal setting theme of
students’ attitude toward course content questions. Some Of the participants
mentioned that they took this course because we are living in computer age. They
thought that IT technologies are widespread and almost all of the professions have a
connection to it. Table 4.3 shows categories and frequencies for goal setting theme.
Some of the typical quotations from the interviews in these categories are provided

below:

“Since we live in this system, we should have information about computer networks.
There is a growing system. We must learn computer networks not to be a small fish in

the computer age.” (C1P1)
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“Clinkii zaten bu sistemin i¢inde yastyoruz. Gittik¢e biiyiiyen bir sistem var. Kiiciik

balik olmamak icin bilgisayar aglarmni ogrenmeliyiz.” (C1P1)

“The basic level computer network knowledge is needed because we live in
technology age. But every people would not know high level knowledge at this field.”
(C2P5)

“Basic diizeyde bilgisayar aglari bilgisine herkesin ihtiyaci var ¢iinkii hani dénem
teknoloji donemi oldugu i¢in ama iist seviyeye ge¢mesine gerek gérmiiyorum yani.”

(C2P5)

Interviewees also talked about developing their existing knowledge and skill and the
importance of professional development. Most of the participants in this study had a
profession with computer networks or planned to work in the IT field. Because of
their future plans were related to computer networks, they said that they had a
positive attitude towards computer networks. By taking into consideration the answer
of participants, second category was found to be “professional development”.
Considering that development of skill is largely relied on its practice, the simulations
in network course allowed students to facilitate development of profession-related
skills and improvement of knowledge related to network topics. This was clearly
indicated by following participant.

“I focused computer because of my job. So I want to take high level computer

network courses.” (C2P5)

“Yani su anda igimden otiirii hani isimden otiirii biraz daha bilgisayar iizerine
vogunlastigim icin daha ¢ok bilgisayar tizerine yogunlasmaya karar verim gibi bir

’

sey yani. O yiizden iist seviyede bilgisayar aglart konularini o6grenmek isterim.’

(C2P5)

“I am an industrial engineering student and I know we will be expert on IT.
Technology and IT will reach a higher level in coming years and it will be very

important for the companies. So I want to expert in computer networks.” (CI1P3)
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“Zaten Endiistri Miihendisliginde ogrenciyim. Bilisim iizerine uzmanlasacagimizi
biliyorum ve ilerleyen dénemlerde gelecek yillarda da teknolojinin bilisimin daha iist
seviyeye ulasacagini ve sirketlerde daha énemli yer alacagini diistiniiyorum ve ondan

dolayr da bilgisayar aglari alaninda ilerlemeyi isterim.” (C1P3)

Many of the participants in this study mentioned that they take this course because of
their profession and most of the participants plan to have a career in the computer
networking field. For some of them, even though their assumed profession is not
directly about computer network, it is indirectly related to computer networking.

Some of the related answers of participants’ are provided below:

“I want to take high level courses at this field. The most important reason is that it is
related to my profession. Currently, I am a research assistant but | think to study at
this field in the future. Computer network is a good and developing field. So | want to

increase my knowledge.”(C2P2)

“Yani e tabi onemli en onemli sebebi meslegimle ilgili. Su anda arastirma
gorevlisiyim ama ilerde bu alana gegebilme ihtimalimin oldugunu diistiniiyorum.
Istiyorum da ciinkii giizel bir alan oldugunu ve gelismekte olan bir alan oldugunu

biliyorum. Bu yiizden bu alanda bilgimi arttrmak istiyorum.” (C2P2)

Lastly, participants talked about internet problems they encounter in their daily life
and how it affects their performance. People use internet in their daily life for many
reasons such as connecting with other people, sharing files, getting information and
so on, it is integral to their lives. Because of this reason, participants thought that
people have basic networking skills so as to solve daily life internet connection
problems. According to answers of participants’ third category under the Goal setting
theme was found to be “problem solving skills”. Some of the participants mentioned
that they took this course because they use internet and they think they could improve
their knowledge and skills so as to solve daily internet problems. They thought that
almost all people around them have a computer and internet connection. So they want

to learn computer networks so as to solve simple internet connection problems in
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their daily life. Participants’ answers related with “Problem solving skills” category

was given below:

“Everyone should have some knowledge about computer networks since all people
are a computer user. When we have a simple problem related with connection, we
should be able to handle it.” (C1PS8)

“Her insan az ¢ok bilgi sahibi olmali hani detaya girmesek bile c¢iinkii sonucta
hepimiz bir bilgisayar kullaniyoruz network alaminda. Ufak bir sorunda kendimiz
halletmemiz daha mantikli.” (C1PS)

“Today, all people have a computer. Also they have a modem to internet connection.
So people use modem, which is a basic computer network device. So as to configure
modem, people should have network knowledge. For this reason, everyone should

know the basic, entry-level computer networks. (C2P2)

“F giiniimiizde herkesin evinde bilgisayar olduguna gore, e uzaktan da olsa modemle
bir iliskileri var ashinda. E hani en temel yapi birimi olarak bilgisayar aglart bilimi
olarak modem kullaniyorlardir. Onu bile konfigiire etmek i¢cin bazi seyler bilmek

gerekiyor. Hani herkesin temel girisi seviyesinde bilgisayar aglar: bilmesi gerektigini

diisiiniiyorum.” (C2P2)

“Learner Internal Factors” was the second theme which was related to students’
attitudes towards the course. It is related with reactions that people create inside
themselves. Curiosity, attention and interest are some of these reactions. The reasons
that make those factors to be emerged were that students’ interest in the course was

driven by their curiosity about the content of the network course.

“The course took my attention. I enjoy it. So I want to high level courses at this
field.” (C2P1)

“Aglar ¢ok ilgimi ¢ekti ¢iinkii zevk alryyorum. O yiizden bu alanda ileriye de gitmek
isterim.” (C2P1)
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This theme had two categories named as “curiosity about the content” and “interest”.
The first category “curiosity about the content” was generated according answer like
“how developed”, “different thing”, and so on based on words indicating their
curiosity to the computer network course. The last category defined was “interest”
according to answers of participants. They used the term interest directly in their

answers. So, researcher used this category as a part of learner internal factor.

Table 4.4 Attitude categories and frequencies for learner internal factors theme

Theme 2: Learner Internal Factors

Categories f for course 1 f for course 2 Total f
Curiosity about the 5 4 9
Content

Interest 7 4 11

Table 4.4 shows categories and frequencies for Learner internal factors theme.

“Curiosity about the content” is another category affect students’ attitude towards
computer network course. Some of the participants mentioned that they take this
course because they want to know how computer networks work. A participant’s

answer was given below:

“I take this course because I want to learn how computer networks work and how
this technology develops. When | started to be interested computer, | saw that there
are many different things in computer networks. For this reason, | should learn

computer networks.” (C1P3)

“Zaten benim bu derse baslama sebebimden birisi bu aglarin nasil yapildigini, bu
teknolojinin nasil gelistirildigini 6grenmek istemigtim ¢iinkii yani bilgisayarin igine
girdigimiz zaman network alaminda ¢ok daha farklr seyler oldugunu da gordiim.

Bence ¢ogu kisi ogrenmeli.” (C1P3)

53



The last category related with attitude is “interest”. Interest of participants to the
computer network is another point why they took this course. Most of the participants
mentioned that they are interested to the computer network topics. For this reason

they take this course. Answers of participants are provided below:

“I think that people who are interested to the computer networks should take this

course. It can be difficult but if you have no interest.” (C1P4)

“Ciinkii hani biraz ilgi alanina baglh bir alan ¢iinkii ilgi alaniniz yoksa bu alanda sizi

zorlayabilir yani biraz ilgi alaniniz varsa bile almaniz ¢ok faydali.” (C1P4)

“I noticed that computer networks interests me as I continued to the lecture. For this

reason, 1 will continue to learn high level topics related with computer networks.”

(C1P7)

“Iigimi ¢ceken bir konu oldugunu fark ettim daha sonra derslere girdikce. O yiizden

bu alandaki iist diizey konulari 6grenmek isterim” (CI1P7)

4.2 Motivation: How did using the computer network simulation program effect

students’ motivation in the computer network course?

Students were asked about how the simulation program affected their motivation in
the computer network course. The answers of the participants were categorized under
two themes, “self-confidence” and “locus of control”. Table 4.5 shows themes and
categories for motivation. The first theme is “self-confidence”. Related to self-
confidence theme the participants mentioned that simulation program provided them
the feeling of “I can do it” since it includes visuals of all network devices, and

manuals showing them how they could perform the tasks.

The second theme was “locus of control” which is related to individuals’ control over
attributes around them such as success, failure. That is, it is defined as the perceptions

of students on the results of their behaviors. A person who has locus of control will
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never say something like "I failed because the task was hard" but instead he or she
takes responsibility by asking himself questions such as "what was the wrong thing |

did" and "how can | prevent that from happening the next time".

“In simulation platform, I made a lot of mistakes. | tried many times a laboratory
application. After these mistakes, | found the correct way and I learned how devices

work in the simulation platform.” (C1P3)

“Bir tane simiilasyonu dokuz on kere bile denedigim oldu bazi kendi hatalarimdan
dolayi, kiiciik hatalardan dolayi. Simiilasyonu yapma amacimi ogrendikten sonra da

yvanlislar yaparak onlart diizelterek simiilasyonu diizgiin bir sekilde bitirdim.” (C1P3)

Table 4.5 Motivation themes and Categories

Themes Categories
Self-confidence Visuality

Manuals
Locus of Control Chance to Practice

Trial and Errors

The first theme consists of two categories that are “visuality” and “manuals”.
“Visuality” is the first category mentioned by participants. Visuals of network devices
in the simulation program enable students to motive to the course. Most of the
participants in this study mentioned that simulation program provide them visuals.

The answers of participants were given below:

“Simulation program helped me for better understanding of computer network
course. The concept of computer networks was complicated for me and | cannot
imagine this concept. However, with the simulation program, imagining this is very
easy for me.” (C2P7)
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“Yani daha iyi kavramayr saglhyor. Yani géziimde bilgisayar agr deyince insanmn
goziinde kavramlar canlanmiyor. Simiilasyon oldugu zaman daha giizel goziinde

canlanwyor.” (C2P7)

“Of course, I want to take a course with simulation since it is very beneficial. It is

easy to learn since it includes visuals. ” (C1P4)

“Tabi tabi ¢iinkii ¢ok faydali oluyor. Gorsellik acisindan ¢ok dnemli. Network

cihazlarimi gorebiliyorsunuz. Bu sebeple simiilasyon ile iglenen bir ders daha almak

isterim.” (C1P4)

Other category was “manuals” provided by simulation programs. Most of the
participants mentioned that simulation program was very useful since it provided
manuals so that they perform a laboratory activity without the need for help of
anyone. They did not encounter any big problem during the usage of simulation
because of those manuals. Details were given in table 4.6. Some of the participants’’

answers were given below:

“During the lab session, we have manuals about simulation. I did not have any

problems because of manuals, while I was using simulation program.” (C1P2)

“Labta elimizde iste seyler vardi. Konuyu anlamamiza yarayan instructionlar vardi.

Onlari takip ederek kullandik. Bi stkinti ¢ikmadi.” (C1P2)

“l used manuals so as to apply what we learned during the lesson in simulation

program” (C2P3)

“Derste gordiigiim konulari simiilasyon ortaminda denedim. Simiilasyonun o6rnek

ders manuellerini kullanmak, isimi daha da kolaylastirdi. Bu isi yapabilecegimi

anladim.” (C2P3)
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Table 4.6 Motivation categories and frequencies for self-confidence theme

Theme 3: Self-confidence

Categories f for course 1 f for course 2 Total f
Visuality 4 3 7
Manuals 5 5 10

Table 4.6 shows frequencies of the categories under self-confidence theme.

The second theme found was locus of control. This theme includes two categories
which are “chance to practice” and “trial and errors”. Participants thought that
simulation programs help them to make practice and try an activity many times until
they find the correct path. They took control over their own failure and success. For

this reason two categories gathered under one theme “locus of control”

Table 4.7 Motivation categories and frequencies for locus of control theme

Theme 4: Locus of Control

Categories f for course 1 f for course 2 Total f
Chance to Practice 6 5 11
Trial and Errors 4 3 7

Table 4.7 shows frequencies of the categories under locus of control theme.

“Chance to practice” is another category affecting students’ motivation towards the
course. Most of the participants mentioned that simulation program provide them a
chance to practice on the procedural knowledge. They thought that after face to face

instruction, making practice with the related topic was very beneficial.
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“I want to take another course with simulation because simulation program give me

a chance to practice.” (CI1P2)

“Simiilasyon ile bir nevi uygulama yapmis oluyorsun. Bunun ¢ok faydasi var. Bu

yiizden simiilasyon ile islenen baska derslere de katiimak isterim.” (C1P2)

“It is not enough to learn the computer networks topics when teacher give the course
by only speaking. At this point, simulation program is very beneficial to practice.
(C1P5)

“Sadece derste hoca bir seyler anlattigr zaman egitim yeterli olmuyor. Ozellikle
simiilasyon yapilmasi ¢ok etkili oluyor. Lablarin ¢ok biiyiik katkisi olmustu hatta

bence sayisimin da arttirilmasi lazim.(C1P5)

The last category related to motivation was “trial and error”. Most of the participants
mentioned that simulation program provide them a trial and error learning. With this
property of the simulation program, they could try a laboratory activity many times
until they could accomplish the task. They stated that this was motivating. Some of

the participants’ answers are given below:

“In simulation platform, I made a lot of mistakes. I tried many times a laboratory
application. After this mistake, | find the correct way and | learned how devices work

in the simulation platform.” (C1P3)

“Bir tane simiilasyonu dokuz on kere bile denedigim oldu bazi kendi hatalarimdan
dolayi, kiigiik hatalardan dolayi. Simiilasyonu yapma amacimi 6grendikten sonra da

yanliglar yaparak onlart diizelterek simiilasyonu diizgiin bir sekilde bitirdim.” (C1P3)

“We configure network devices in the simulation platform. We have a chance in the
simulation program so as to check whether configuration is correct or not. So we

tried many times in simulation program until we learn. (C1P9)
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“Simiilasyon programmmin sagladig: foylerden kodlari girerek dogru olup yanlis olup
olmadigini kontrol etme sansimiz oldu. Bildiklerimizi simiilasyon programi iizerinden

deneme yanilma ile ogrendik.” (C1P9)

4.3 Learning: What were students’ perceptions about the effect of using computer

network simulation program to learning the course content?

Students were asked about how the simulation program affects your learning the
computer network course. The answers of the participants were categorized under one
theme named as “deep understanding” which includes three categories. Table 4.8
shows the theme and categories related with the students’ perceptions about the effect

of using computer network simulation program to their learning the course content.

Table 4.8 Student learning theme and categories

Theme Categories

Deep Understanding Provide Concreteness
Learning by Applying
Visuality

Categories were constructed according to the keywords that participants used in their
answers during the interview. Details were given in Table 4.9. The first category is
“provide concreteness” was found by taking into consideration the keywords like
abstract and invisible. Second category is “learning by applying” was found after all
of the answers of participants was carefully examined. Practice and writing code
keywords were taken into consideration while researcher were deciding “learning by
applying” theme. The last theme that came out from the interview data was
“visualtiy”. This category was chosen according to visuals and images keywords.
After categories were defined, these three categories were collected under one theme

named deep understanding.
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“Provide concreteness” 1S the first category found by researcher. Many of the
students find the simulation program is very proper for the learning. There are many
abstract topics in the computer network course. Students have problems while they
try to understand the lesson. They thought that because of simulation program, they

learn abstract topics easily. Some of the answers of the participants are given below:

“Simulation program help me to understand concrete topics. Theoretical knowledge
became concrete. If | did not use simulation, | cannot understand the abstract
topics.” (CIPI)

“Mesela somut, somutlastirdr. Teorik bilgi gittikce somutlasti. Yani simiilasyonu
kullanmasaydim soyut olarak kalacakti. Teorikti. (C1P1)

“They are all abstracts concepts. We cannot see them. In routing, forwarding a
packet from one place to another place is a good example for this. With simulation
program, we can see the way of a packet. These are very helpful and we can see
where we made mistake.” (C2P6)

“E sonuc¢ta bunlar hepsi soyut kavramlar. Gézle goremedigimiz seyler. Bir paketin
bir yerden bir yere forwardlanmas: gibi routingte mesela. Sana simiilasyonda
ozellikle packet tracer in simiilasyon boliimiinii actigin zaman bu paketin nerden

nereye hangi fazlardan gegtigini hangi evrelerden gectigini gérebiliyorsun.” (C2P6)

“Learning by applying” is another category in this study. According to the answers of
the participants, they thought that computer network course is an application-based
course. For this reason, they need to apply what they learned in the course. Some of
the participants said that simulation program help us to learn by applying. Table 4.8

shows categories and frequencies for deep understanding theme.

“We learned some of the protocols theoretically. However, I wonder what about
these protocols, why we use it. In simulation program, | applied these protocols in the

routers and switches and I see protocols more closely.” (C1P1)
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“Mesela en basitinden iki bilgisayar arasinda iletisim kurarken cesitli seyler vardr
mesela protokoller vardiwr. Bu protokoller nerden geliyor. Zembillen mi inmistir
seklinde. Bunun tabi routerdan tamimlayarak su su bacaklar su su bacaga gitsin, su
bacak sunu yapsin falan seklinde. Ki bunu simiilasyon programi ile daha yakindan

uygulayarak gérmiis oldum.” (C1P1)

“We cannot learn only by listening. I think that listening to teacher is important but

writing codes in simulation program is more important.”(C2P2)

“Evet yani 6grenmek sadece dinlemekle olmuyor. Derste hocamizi dinleme tabi
faydali ama kodlar: bire bir yazarak uygulamak hani o yazilislari da 6grenmek en

onemli kismi. Ciinkii tek bagimiza kaldigimizda yapacagimiz sey o. (C2P2)

Table 4.9 Learning categories and frequencies for deep understanding theme

Theme 5: Deep Understanding

Categories f for course 1 f for course 2 Total f
Provide Concreteness 6 5 11
Learning by Applying 8 4 12
Visuality 4 3 7

Table 4.9 gives categories related with learning and frequencies of these categories.

The last category in this part is the “visuality”. Some of the participants thought that
simulation program provide visuals. With the help of visuals, they learn computer
network course better. For this reason it is easy to learn topic with simulation

program. Some of the answers of the participants are given below:

“Simulation program helped me to learn topics easily. I think that visual memory is
very important during learning and simulation provides this. So with simulation,

network topics take place long time in your mind. I think it is useful. ”(C1P4)
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“Ctinkii hani gorsel hafiza ¢ok énemli oldugunu diistiniiyorum hani gorselligin ¢ok

onemli oldugunu diisiiniiyorum. O yiizden daha akilda kalici oluyor. Eglendigim icin
daha ¢ok akilda kalyyor. Daha faydali oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.” (C1P4)

“There are many visual examples in the simulation program. These visuals helped

me to understand the lesson better.” (C2P2)

“Tabi. Simdi simiilasyon kullanirken daha gorsel oluyor. Kiiciik animasyonlar,

videolar, resimler olabiliyor. Bu gorseller konuyu anlamami kolaylastirdi.” (C2P2)

Table 4.10 Keywords for Each Theme

Keywords Themes Categories
computer age, career, Goal Setting Information Age Qualities
solving internet problems, Professional Development
companies, expert, handle, Problem Solving Skills
growing system
curiosity, interest Learner Internal  Curiosity

Factors Interest
accomplish, | can do it, Self-confidence Visuality
practice, easy, imagine Manuals

my failure, trying many
times, finding correct way

detailed, better
understanding,

memorable, practice,
writing code, concrete
topics, easily, understand,
applied, closely, visual

memory, take place long
time in your mind

Locus of Control

Deep Understanding

Chance to Practice
Trial and Errors
Provide Concreteness
Learning by Applying
Visuality

Table 4.10 shows the keywords that were used to construct themes and categories in

this study.
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CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In this chapter, according to the results presented in the previous chapter, discussion
and conclusion of the results are presented. Lastly, recommendations for the future

study are presented.
5.1 Major Findings and Discussion

In this part, the conclusion and discussion are presented according to the 3 research

questions.

5.1.1 Research Question 1: How did using the computer network simulation

program effect students’ attitude towards the course content?

The results of this study show that students’ opinions about their attitude towards
computer network is related to the profession they would like have for themselves in
future, their interest to computer networks, our era where computer is a part of life,
solving daily internet problems, and curiosity. Curiosity encourages students to

participate the school activities that increase positive attitude towards learning.

Goal setting is a factor affecting students’ attitude toward the course. Goal setting can
be explained with the goal setting theory. Goal setting theory tries to explain
individuals’ effort for reaching their targets (Erez & Kanfer, 1983). Goal setting
provide a positive contribution to the development of positive attitude (Bennett as
cited in Demir, 2002; Demir, 2002).

In the study of Demir (2002), there are two group which are control and

experimental. Participants of the experimental group set goals on their goal cards
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every week. The results of the study showed that goal setting had slight contribution

towards positive attitude development.

Since many of the participants of the research are undergraduate students, it is
obvious that they plan their future; they strive for finding a profession that they would
like to specialize in and have a career. It seems that they would like to spend their
career time in a profession where they value and feel valued. This is to say that they
believe that they will have better chances of finding a satisfactory job on other fields
if they have skills on computer networks. Profession is one of the most important
phenomenon shaping individuals’ life (Bozdogan, Aydin, & Yildirim, 2007). Success
in a profession is related with the attitude developed towards a certain profession
(Cakir, 2005; Durmusoglu, Yanik, & Akkoyunlu, 2009). Therefore, we can conclude
that their desire to find satisfactory professions positively influence participants’

attitudes towards computer network course.

Another aspect of having basic computer knowledge and practice in our era is the
ability to solve daily internet problems since, just like computers, internet dominates
our daily and professional life. Participants have the view that by knowing computer
networking more deeply, they can be able to solve the problems if they face any such
as configuring a router to connect to the net, which, as pointed out by participants, is
vital for our life. Goals of someone like solving internet connection problem in daily
life increase positive attitude. According to Dembo (2000), development of positive
attitude is an outcome of goal setting. Thus, it is reasonable for us to conclude that the
desire to have the ability to be able to solve internet problems is a factor affecting

participants’ attitude towards computer network course.

Another factor influencing participants’ attitudes towards computer network course is
their interest of learning computer networking. Internal factors like curiosity and
interest affect students’ attitude towards the course. Curiosity affects attitude
positively that results in lifelong learning, and achievement (Shernoff & Hoogstra,
2001; Thomas & Oldfather, 1997). One of the factors causing positive attitude is
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technology age (innovations). Varies in innovation and someone’s interpretation of it

contribute an individual’s attitude (Weick, 1990).

In addition, interest of people has an effect on the attitude. A key point for the
positive attitude towards learning is catching interest of students and holding it
(Dewey, 1913; Mitchell, 1993). Hence, this study reveals that students' interest is a
factor on their attitude towards computer networking course. This finding may be a
result of the fact that computer software is more effective than other methods so as to

increase students’ interest to the topic during the lesson (Geban, Askar, Ozkan, 1992;

Hounshell, Hill, 1989).

According to the answers of the participants, there are many factors affecting the
attitude of them towards computer network course. However, participants did not say
anything about effect of computer network simulation program. In their study Haun
et al (2005) found that the simulation program did not significantly have an effect of
student attitudes towards science and science career, a finding consistent with other

reports.

Table 5.1 Components of Attitude

Components Explanations Attitude  Categories  of
Research
Affective Emotional or feeling segment of Curiosity
an attitude. Interest
Behavioral An intention to behave in a Information Age Qualities
certain way. Professional Development

Problem Solving Skills
Cognitive Opinion or belief segment of an
attitude.
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Table 5.1 shows relationships between the attitude components and categories related
with attitude found in this study. In this basic qualitative study, two components of
attitude which are affective and behavioral matched the attitude findings of this study.
Results of study showed that many of participants took computer networks course
because of their feelings like interest and curiosity. Affective component of attitude
deals with feeling and emotions. Feeling, emotions and attitude are combined so as to
propose an integrated model of attitude (Agarwal & Malhotra 2005). Also in this
study participants mentioned that some personal goals like solving daily life internet
problems, developing themselves in terms of their career plans, and keeping up with
the computer age caused them to take computer network course. Behavioral tendency
of an individual consists of actions and observable responses that are the result of
attitude object (Wicker, 1969). Participants said that they act in a specific way to
perform their intentions. According to Ajzen and Fishbein (1975), behavioral

intention was an individuals’’ subjective possibility to act in a certain behavior.

5.1.2 Research Question 2: How did using the computer network simulation

program effect students’ motivation in the computer network course?

A dictionary definition of motivation is “to provide with, or affect as, a motive or
motives; incite or impel” (Webster's unabridged dictionary, 2001, p. 1254).
Researchers in the field of education has long been recognized the importance of
motivation on learning. Therefore, motivation as a phenomenon has been studied by
different researchers under different contexts. To sum them up, consider this phrase

from Lai (2001) literature review on motivation:

Motivation refers to “the reasons underlying behavior” (Guay et al.,
2010, p. 712). Paraphrasing Gredler, Broussard and Garrison (2004)
broadly define motivation as “the attribute that moves us to do or not to
do something” (p. 106). Intrinsic motivation is motivation that is

animated by personal enjoyment, interest, or pleasure. As Deci et al.
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(1999) observe, “intrinsic motivation energizes and sustains activities
through the spontaneous satisfactions inherent in effective volitional
action. It is manifest in behaviors such as play, exploration, and
challenge seeking that people often do for external rewards” (p. 658).
Researchers often contrast intrinsic motivation with extrinsic
motivation, which is motivation governed by reinforcement
contingencies. Traditionally, educators consider intrinsic motivation to
be more desirable and to result in better learning outcomes than

extrinsic motivation (Deci et al., 1999).

In addition to definition of motivation, some of the motivational aspects of learning

are

e Peer collaboration

e Learning by doing

e Fun

e Problem based inquiry
e Goal oriented activities

o Real life experiences.

The results of the study are in harmony with literature on the importance of
motivation on learning since participants think that simulation program increase their
motivation for the computer network course and this, as a result, increase their
learning. Participants thought that simulation positively affects their motivation in

computer network course because

e Simulation program provide visuals,
e There are many manuals to guide students,
e It provides the chance to practice,

e Simulation program gives the chance for trial and errors.
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Participants of this study declare that simulation program increases their motivation
because it provides visuals, which foster their learning. There is vast body of research
indicating that words are abstract; visuals, on the other hand, help learners to retrieve
and remember information better. Visualization increase learning performance and it
enables students to get a higher cognitive level (Ainsworth, 2006). Therefore, there
has been a tendency to prefer visuals to texts; or, including visuals in the instruction
with other media. As a result of this study, we see that participants think that the
simulation program has a positive effect on the computer network course since it
provides visuals to them. It is their belief that they can see the networking processes
with their eyes via simulation instead of reading some texts of a book or a journal.
They hold the view that visually witnessing networking processes is a lot better in
terms of learning than mere reading. Therefore, we can conclude that participants of
this study think that simulation program increase their motivation on computer
network course. This finding is line with other studies in literature. For instance, Yair
(2000, p.205) says that current perspectives suggest that activities that are
challenging, novel, diverse and authentic may help students to involve in learning.
However, instruction with lack of authenticity, allowing few degrees of freedom, and
demanding few skills will produce low motivation, a sense of failure, and low mood

for learning.

Building a real-life networking laboratory may require space, time and sources.
Simulations, however, eliminate all of these downsides. Moreover, working
algorithms of network systems cannot be observed even in a real-life laboratory. For
example, a real-life laboratory cannot provide information on how some specific
protocols operate since these protocols are abstract. Participants of this study,
nonetheless, are aware of the fact that simulations can overcome this problem. By
coming up with simulations of network protocols in the sense cartoons or video clips,
simulations can provide a unique experience to computer network course students.
Hence, another result of this study is that participants consider simulation program

having positive effect on their motivation on computer network course. In a similar
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manner, according to Funke (1988), simulations increase higher levels of arousal,
motivation, task engagement, and quality of problem solving in students than

traditional classroom methods so simulations are thought to be effective.

One of the problems that may theoretically be experienced by students who use
simulations is their lack of experience with simulations and lack of sources to show
them how to use it. However, this was not the case in this study. Participants say that
there are many guides of simulation program and they find these guides helpful. If
there was no guides and hence no help for participants on how to use simulation
program, it would have decreased their motivation towards the course. Thus,
participants of this study declare that simulation program, with its many useful
guides, increase their motivation on computer network course. In their study, Sahin
and Yildirim (1999) had similar findings where they reported that learning
environment with computers make instructional process powerful and increase
students’ motivation. Also, advanced interactive computer programs are increased

students motivation (Ustun and Ubuz, 2004).

Participants consider the ability of simulations to provide practices to them to be the
one of the most important aspects of simulations since these practices open the way to
them to master network skills. Learning by doing is an important concept in
educational research nowadays, which includes the view of getting students actively
do what they need to learn instead of abstractly reading or studying it. Participants,
thus, claim that simulation program have a positive effect on their motivation on
computer network course. Similarly, Doulai (2001) stated that computer simulation
programs improve the motivation of the learner by enabling exploration activities,
which increase their learning performance. Moreover, according to the study results
of Josephsen and Kristensen (2006), students like working with simulation programs
and they find it motivating.

There are two types of factors affecting motivation that is internal and external. Self-

confidence which is internal factor of the students has an important effect on the
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motivation. Self-confidence refers to belief of someone to accomplish goals and
perform tasks completely (Dornyei, 2001). Self-confidence affects a person’s
motivation to learn and use L2 (Clément, Gardner and Smythe, 1977). In addition,
According to Dornyei (1994b), self-confidence is a major motivational sub-system

for the foreign language learning environments.

Technology enables students to learn with different ways including text, digital
presentations, discussion boards, images, charts & graphs. Choices like these provide
students a sense of ownership over their learning which has been shown to increase
both motivation and learning (Ames & Ames, 1990; Davis, 1993; Knowles, 1986;
Newcomb & Warmbrod, 1974).

Locus of control is another theme founded in this study which affects students’
motivation towards course. Individuals should be more motivated when they feel that
they can control their own success and failures (Eccles & Wigfield, 2002). Many of
the participants thought that they can practice with simulation program and they learn

by trial and error method. This causes that they control their success and failures.

With the help of simulation, participants learn topics by practicing and trial and error.
By doing this, participants attribute to success to themselves. When students succeed
something without help of the teacher, they develop greater confidence and become
more motivated to succeed (Cashin, 1979; Lucas, 1990; Weiner, 1974, 1986).

An important upside of simulations, according to the participants of this study, is that
simulations bestow them the opportunity to try and learn with whichever scenario
they desire. This would be really hard in real-life situations because of cost and other
realities. An institution of learning cannot provide real machines or devices to
students to explore because of the possibility of spoilage. As participants of this study
make clear simulations can remove this problem with their spoilage-free nature.
Participants say that they can have many trials and errors with simulations, which, in
turn, can increase their learning. Hence, this study reveals that participants believe

that simulations increase their motivation on computer network course. According to
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Shneiderman (1993), creation, exploration and discovery are the key factors for the
student motivation. Sylwester (1995) claimed that engagement is critical for
motivation of the students. Since participants in this study think that simulation
provides them the opportunity of trial and error, they may be more engaged to
network class and as a result have more motivation on it. To add, simulation program
have advantages in terms of time, security cost, and motivation in addition its nature
to protect students from dangerous, difficult, and impossible experiments (Rodrigues,
1997; Tekdal, 2002).

Results of the study shows that students’ answer related with the motivation questions
are proper for the ARCS Model. The table 5.2 shows the four main category and their

sub-categories with the results of the study.

Table 5.2 Motivation Results in terms of ARCS Model

ARCS Model Sub Categories Motivation Categories of
Research
Attention Concreteness Simulation program

provide visuality.

Relevance Choice Manuals for laboratory
Confidence Personal Control Trial and error chance
Satisfaction Natural Consequences Chance to practice

Table 5.2 shows relationships between the ARCS Model sub categories and

categories related with motivation found in this study.

The motivation results of the study are proper of the Keller’s ARCS Model. In the
study students mentioned that simulation program provide them visuality and this
properties of it enable students’ to motivate to the course. According to Keller
(19873, p. 4-5), concreteness subcategory of attention strategy proposes the use of

visual representations of any object to motivate students towards the course. Also
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participants in the study mentioned that manuals provided by simulation programs as
an alternative method to learn network concepts increased their motivation. Choice
subcategory of relevance strategy is related with the providing meaningful
alternatives for accomplishing a goal (Keller, 1987a, p. 4-5). In this study participants
mentioned that trial and error provided by simulation program increased participants’
motivation towards the course since they have a personal control over the learning.
Personal control strategies of Confidence category of ARCS Model are related with
the providing personal control over the learning (Keller, 1987b). Change to practice
mentioned by participants in simulation platform is another factor increase
participants’ motivation. Participants thought that simulation platform provide them a
realistic platform to practice the network laboratories. Natural consequences of
Satisfaction strategies propose allowing students to acquire new skills in a realistic
setting (Keller, 1987a, p. 4-5).

5.1.3 Research question 3: What were students’ perceptions about the effect of

using computer network simulation program to learning the course content?

The result of the study reveals that simulation program helps participants to learn
computer network topics. In this sense, participants claim that simulation program
has a positive effect on their learning of computer network course. Participants

provide three reasons for this:

e Simulation helps them to learn abstract topics better than conventional ways,
e Simulation gives them a chance to learn by applying,

e Simulation provides them visuals.

One of the biggest challenges pointed by participants of this study on learning
computer network courses is that computer network course include many abstract
concepts and procedures that they find it hard to grasp and relate them. However,

simulation program gives them a chance to study these abstract concepts and
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procedures in a visual and concrete way so that it becomes easier for them to
apprehend. Simulation program’s nature to have an interactive way of studying
network subject can be considered as an important feature over the other conventional
ways of teaching network subject. This conclusion is line with other studies
conducted in the field. For example, Demirci (2003) states that usage of animation
and simulations for the learning of abstract topic in interactive learning environment
help students become active in their learning and provide opportunities for the

students so as to construct and understand difficult concepts easily.

Many of the participants in the study think that simulation helps them to practice.
With the simulation program, they learn by applying what they see theoretically in
the lesson. According to the Piaget (1983), children receive knowledge and they
make changes on it according to their experiences and then they strengthened the
knowledge. As a result, simulations provide good situations where this process can
become since they have chance to convert their knowledge into action. Also, with
simulation program, learners have chance to independently practice a variety of
situation like real-life problems that they face in the future (Gagne, Wager & Rojas,
1981). According to Isman (2002), technology simplifies complex information for

the students and it provides students opportunities learning by doing.

Computer simulations provide students to deeper learning. According to Schank
(1986), there are different degrees to someone’s learning with understanding which
are making sense of something, cognitive understanding and level of complete
empathy. Many times, learning may be limited to making sense. Computer
simulations provide students to develop a deeper cognitive understanding. Vogel et
al., (2006) found that games and simulations give rise to cognitive outcomes.
Empathy is the final level of deep understanding. With this form of understanding

students become parts of the simulation (Kerdeman, 1998).

This study reveals that computer simulations help students to visualize the network

concepts and procedures. The feature of simulation program on providing visual
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experiences to learners is very innovative and helpful in a way that it gives a chance

to students to observe underlying processes, which is not possible in other methods.

Therefore, simulation program increases high-level learning of students. Similarly,

Bell and Garofalo (2006) say that simulations propose students empirical control to

“observe, explore, recreate, and receive immediate feedback about real objects,

phenomena, and processes.”

5.2 Limitations

Because of the nature of qualitative research, following limitations were deemed

necessary to mention in this study:

1-

The qualitative data collected from participants through interview guideline
was based largely on self-reported data and thus subjective-based. Therefore,
the extent to which the validity and reliability of the findings of the study is
based is predominantly dependent on the correct, sincere and honest responses
given to the each interview questions.

The results drawn from the study after the data analysis procedures being
adopted were examined and controlled by subject matter experts were highly
depending on the interpretations of researcher.

Even if voluntary participation was sought for interview and permission was
asked for use of data in the study, Demand Effects might have influenced
students to become uncomfortable during interview and provide response to
the questions which is more desirable for researcher.

Since students were immersed in computer network simulation during the
courses extending over a large period of time, novelty effect was therefore
likely to exist and lead students to be more interested.

Other factors such as the learning atmosphere including weather conditions,
mood of the student, time, location, instructional strategies and methods being
implemented by course instructor might have influenced the students’

perceptions and answers to the questions.
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Technical problems in the computer laboratory were one of the main
limitations of the study. Especially, connection problem in the internet prevent
the downloading of laboratory manuals.

Results on this study were substantially self-reported.

The categories and themes are largely depends on interpretations of

researcher.

5.3 Recommendations for Future Research

Based on the comparison of the results explored in this study with the results

reviewed from the literature, the following recommendations can be provided:

1-

Since interest plays a very important role on students’ participation to the
course, the content of the computer network course together with course
activities and tasks to be implemented during the course should be prepared
and designed in accordance with their interest so that the course meets their
needs.

Students who are working in the field of computer network are quite
enthusiastic about and interested in learning a broad array of knowledge on
computer network. Therefore, while preparing and designing a network course
for such kind of people besides providing basic network information broad
and thorough network information should be delivered to the students through
authentic course activities.

Since the amount of information to be learned related to computer network
varies from profession to profession, type and amount of the content to be
covered in the course should be determined and geared towards the specific
professional needs of members. For example, deep understanding of network
knowledge may not be necessarily required for the members of the course
coming from such professions as psychology and education. Instead, students

whose profession is involved in applied science like engineering needs to
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know network operations in detail and also are expected to have extensive
knowledge on computer networks.

Increasingly emerging developments and innovations in computer and
network technologies brings about a rapid transformation from industrial-age
paradigm to information-age paradigm. General and basic information on
computer network is no longer enough and adequate for students who want to
get a job in their future life. Specific information is deemed necessary for
development of particular skills which is the prominent requirement in the
community of job industry. Therefore, as recommended by participants the
network course should encourage development of particular professional
skills and help students develop and acquire network knowledge which is
widely applied in professional practices.

Participants complained about theoretical aspects of computer network course.
According to them a part of network course is more theoretical and thus very
difficult to comprehend and grasp its full meaning, especially in routing.
Students should be exposed to more simulated activities which allow them to
observe and examine the interrelationship among different network protocols,
parts and concepts.

Participants indicated a great appreciation to visualization in computer
network simulation. Abstract concepts in computer network seem to be a
challenging part to understand. In order to teach such abstract concepts in
computer network course more visualization/representation with varying
types should be used to facilitate the understandings and development of such

abstract concepts.
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APPENDIX A

CONSENT FORM (In Turkish)

Degerli Katilimet,

Bu ¢alisma, Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi (ODTU) Egitim Fakiiltesi Bilgisayar ve
Ogretim Teknolojileri Egitimi Bolimii  Ogretim  Uyesi Dog¢. Dr. Omer
DELIALIOGLU ve master dgrencisi Halil GULLU tarafindan yiiriitiilmektedir.
Calismanin  amaci, ODTU Siirekli Egitim Merkezi tarafindan verilen MCNA
programi kapsaminda simiilasyon programi kullaniminin 6grencinin derse karsi tutum

ve motivasyonuna etkisini incelemektir.

Calismaya katilm tamamiyla goniilliiliik temelindedir. Calisma ile ilgili anket
doldurmaniz miilakat sorularint cevaplamaniz gerekmektedir. Ayrica c¢alisma
esnasinda video ve ses kaydi alinacaktir. Cevaplariniz, video ve ses kayitlariniz
tamamen gizli tutulacak ve sadece arastirmacilar tarafindan degerlendirilecektir; elde
edilecek bilgiler bilimsel yaymlarda kisisel bilgiler gizli kalmak kosulu ile
kullanilacaktir. Katilim sirasinda sorulardan, ses ve video kayitlarindan ya da
herhangi baska bir nedenden o&tiirii kendinizi rahatsiz hissederseniz cevaplama isini
yarida birakip ¢ikmakta serbestsiniz. Boyle bir durumda anketi uygulayan kisiye,

anketi tamamlamadiginizi sdylemek yeterli olacaktir.

Bu ¢alismaya katildiginiz i¢in simdiden tesekkiir ederiz. Calisma hakkinda daha fazla
bilgi almak i¢in ODTU Egitim Fakiiltesi Bilgisayar ve Ogretim Teknolojileri Egitimi
Boliimii Ogretim Uyesi Dog. Dr. Omer DELIALIOGLU (Tel: 210 41 98; E-posta:
omerd@metu.edu.tr) veya SEM Bilgisayar Koordinatérii Halil GULLU (Tel: 210 35

47; E-posta: ghalil@metu.edu.tr) ile iletisim kurabilirsiniz.
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Yukarida yer alan bilgileri okudum. Bu calismaya tamamen goniillii olarak
katilyyorum ve istedigim zaman yarida kesip cikabilecegimi biliyorum. Verdigim

bilgilerin bilimsel amach yayimlarda kullanilmasint kabul ediyorum. (Formu

doldurup imzaladiktan sonra uygulayiciya geri veriniz).

Isim Soyadi Tarih Imza
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APPENDIX B

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS (In Turkish)

Merhaba,

Ben ODTU Bilgisayar ve Ogretim Teknolojileri Boliimiinde yiiksek lisans yapiyorum
ve su an sizin de katkilarmizla bilimsel bir aragtirma yapiyorum. Simdi bu
arastirmanin bir pargasi olarak sana bazi sorular soracagim. Yalniz bu sorulara dogru
ve gercekten diisiindiigiin gibi cevap vermen bu arastirmanin giivenilirligi dolayisiyla
bilimi yaniltmamasi acgisindan ¢ok énemli. Simdi ODTU Siirekli Egitim Merkezinde
MCNA veya CCNA kapsaminda verilen Bilgisayar Aglar1 Dersi ile ilgili sorular
soracagim. Sorular oldukca basit. Bu sorular senin bilgini 6l¢mek i¢in degil, tamamen
bu donem aldiginiz Bilgisayar Aglar1 dersi hakkindaki diigiincelerini 6grenmek igin.
Verdigin cevaplar kesinlikle bir baskasi bilmeyecek, sadece ikimiz arasinda kalacak
ve senin ismin gegmeden ben onu yaptigim arastirma icin kullanacagim. Goriisme
Esnasinda sesinizi kayit edecegim. Ses kaydindan ¢ekinmene kesinlikle gerek yok, bu
sadece sen konusurken verdigin cevaplart yazmaktansa seni dinlemek istememden
kaynaklaniyor. Yani, verdigin cevaplar1 kayit edebilmem icin gerekli. Miilakattan
sonra bu kaydi dinleyerek cevaplarini yazili hale getirecegim ve arastirmamda

kullanacagim. Istersen simdi sorulara gecebiliriz.

Hangi boliimde 6grencisiniz?
Kacinct smiftasiniz?

1. Sence herkes bilgisayar aglar1 konusunda bilgi sahibi olmali midir? Neden?

2. Bilgisayar aglar1 konularini 6grenirken zorlandin m1? Neden?
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3. Bilgisayar aglari ile ilgili ileri ( daha iist diizey) konular1 6grenmek ister
misin? Nedenini agiklar misin?
4. Tleri de tekrar simiilasyon tabanli bir ders almay: diisiiniir miisiin? Nedenini
agiklar misin?
5. Donem boyunca karsilastigin problemler nelerdir? Bu problemler daha sonra
giderildi mi?
6. Arkadaslarina bu dersi almalarini 6nerir misin? Nedenini agiklar misin?
7. Ders siiresince simiilasyon programini nasil kullandigini kisaca anlatir misin?
8. Dersin simiilasyon ortaminda islenen boliimii igerigi 6grenmene katkida
bulundu mu? Bulunduysa nasil anlatir misin?
9. Simiilasyon programi kullanimu siiresince ne tiir zorluklarla - problemlerle
karsilastiniz?
a. Karsilastiginiz bu problemler 6grenme stirecinde sizi nasil etkiledi?
b. Bu problemlerle bas edebilmek i¢in ne tiir stratejiler kullandiniz?
10. Dersin begendigin 6zellikleri nelerdir? Nedenini agiklar misin?

11. Simiilasyonun kullanimi, konular1 anlamanda yardime1 oldu mu? Nasil?
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APPENDIX C

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS’ CODES USED FOR QUOTATIONS

Table C.1 List of Participants’ Codes Used for Quotations

Age Gender Nickname of Interviewee

2 18 M C1P2

4 23 M C1P4

6 24 M C1P6

8 22 F C1P8

10 24 M C1P10

12 25 M C2P2

14 23 F C2P4

16 26 M C2P6

17 Interviewees 11M,6F
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APPENDIX D

SECREEN CAPTURES OF SIMULATION PROGRAMS
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Figure D.1 Simulation Program for Course-1
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Figure D.2 Simulation Program for Course-2
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