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ABSTRACT

PALESTINIAN SECURITY PERSPECTIVE: A LITERARY ANALYSIS

Besgiil, Birce
M.S., Middle Eastern Studies Program
Supervisor: Asist. Prof. Tuba Unlii Bilgic

December 2015, 143 pages

This thesis aims to demonstrate how West Bank originated writers’ security
perspectives are affected by Palestinian societal identity. In doing so, Suad
Amiry’s Sharon and My Mother in Law and Nothing to Lose but Your Life and
Raja Shehadeh’s Strangers in the House and Palestinian Walks novels are
analyzed by using literary texture analysis. Israel’s societal security dilemma
and social identity theories are used for theoretical explanations. It is claimed
that due to the Israel’s societal security dilemma, Palestinians have been
struggling with historically rooted traumas and limitations such as
environmental problems and economic hardships. These historically rooted
traumas, experiences and limitations affect Palestinian societal identity since
they are repeated for years and create social identity factors in Palestinian
society. Social identity factors are categorized under three headings: Historical
experiences, acceptance of Israelis as others and labelling Israeli soldier and
police as cruel. The novels are analyzed in accordance with these factors to
understand the impact of Palestinian societal identity on writers’ security
perspectives. The comparison of writers’ security perspectives demonstrate that
both Raja Shehadeh and Suad Amirys’ security perspectives are affected by
their societal identities since their novels include examples closely related to

the chosen social identity factors.

Keywords: West Bank, Palestinian literature, security studies
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FILISTIN GUVENLIK ALGISI: BIR YAZINSAL ANALIZ

Besgiil, Birce
Sosyal Bilimler Enstiitiisii Ortadogu Arastirmalar1 Programi

Tez Yoneticisi: Asist. Prof. Dr. Tuba Unlii Bilgig

Aralik 2015, 143 sayfa

Bu tez, Filistin toplumsal kimliginin Bat1 Seria kokenli yazarlarin gilivenlik
algisin1 nasil etkiledigi sorusunu yapit karsilastirmasi aracilifiyla okuyucuya
sunmaktadir. Suad Amiry’nin Sharon and My Mother in Law, Nothing to Lose
but Your Life ve Raja Shehadeh’in Strangers in the House ve Palestinian
Walks yapitlari, edebi yapit analizi metodu kullanimiyla analiz igin segilmistir.
Tezin teorik tartisma boliimiinde, Israil’in toplumsal giivenlik ikilemi ve sosyal
kimlik teorisi agiklanmaktadir. Bu baglamda, Filistinlilerin tarihsel olarak
koklesmis travma, deneyim ve kisitlamalari Israil’in toplumsal giivenlik
ikileminin sonuglari olarak kabul edilmektedir. Buna ek olarak, bu kisitlamalar,
travmalar ve tekrar eden tarihsel deneyimler, Filistin toplumunun toplumsal
kimlik faktorlerini olusturmustur. Sosyal kimlik teorisi kapsaminda, bahsedilen
koklesmis sosyal kimlik faktorleri; tarihsel deneyimler, Israillileri Stekilestirme
ve Israilli asker ve polisleri zalim olarak benimseme olmak iizere ii¢ kategoride
toplanmistir. Yapatlar, Filistin toplumsal kimliginin yazarlarin giivenlik algisi
tizerindeki etkisini anlamak amaciyla bu li¢ kategoriye gore analiz edilmistir.
Yapitlarda sosyal kimlik faktorlerinin orneklerle eslestigi gdzlemlenmistir. Bu
kapsamda, yazarlarin giivenlik algisinin  karsilagtirmali  analizi, Filistin
toplumsal kimliginin yazarlarin giivenlik algisina etkisini gostermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bat1 Seria, Filistin literatiirii, Giivenlik Calismalari
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Apart from daily usage in today’s world, the meaning of security has been
defined differently throughout history. Etymological dictionary reflects that
humans struggle with the essence of security in both understanding and
defining it dates back to mid-15c., with the word having its root in Latin
securitas, and in secures meaning as "free from care."! It is paradoxical
because carefree implies that if you are devoting serious attention to achieving
security, then it means you do not have it.? In other words, humans start to
realize the need of being secure only when they struggle with its absence.
Security catches up all human beings in different moment ranging from
scholarly analyses to entering a place where x-rays search the bags.

From conflict analyses in international relations to its various usages in
different fields of academia, security has always been an important field for
analysis. In this regard, security can be a critical tool in a broad sense in
sociology, philosophy, international relations and other disciplines combining
different perspectives of people. Security can be studied through traditional or
new/ non-traditional approaches. The traditionalist approach of security
represents a state centric focus. Since the seventeenth century, when the current

system of states began to emerge, international security has been understood

! Harper, Douglas. Online Etymology Dictionary, 2015.
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?allowed_in_frame=0&search=security&searchmode=n
one

2 Davidoff, Sherri. “Origins of Security”, Jul 30th, 2008.
http://philosecurity.org/2008/07/30/origins-of-security



http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?allowed_in_frame=0&search=security&searchmode=none
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?allowed_in_frame=0&search=security&searchmode=none
http://philosecurity.org/2008/07/30/origins-of-security

and practiced with reference to the needs and interests of states®. Although, in
its early origins, the state was perceived as an instrument to provide security
for its citizens, it became the subject of security with the establishment and
retrenchment of the state-system*®. Notwithstanding the alternative conceptions
of security that have always existed, this state-based and external-directed
conception of security has prevailed and shapes the practices of governments.®
Critical voices calling for the importance of protecting human beings or the
global environment aside, twentieth-century thinking and practices concerning
security were characterized by this way of thinking.® With the new approaches
such as critical security understanding, the protection of human beings is taken
into focus instead of interests of states. This thesis adopts a critical approach
and within the context of the security understanding debate, it aims to analyze
how Palestinian societal identity affects Palestinians’ security perspectives
through analyses of novels. The novels that are analyzed are Suad Amiry’s
Sharon and My Mother in Law and Nothing to Lose but Your Life and Raja
Shehadeh’s Palestinian Walks and Strangers in the House. This thesis aims to
demonstrate how the comparison of writers’ security perspectives would reflect
the impact of deep rooted Palestinian societal identity factors on these writers’
security perspectives. In addition to its classical meaning, the usage of ‘deep
rooted’ adjective for the Palestinian societal identity factors demonstrates

Palestinians’ similar security understandings and their reactions towards any

* Bilgin, Pmar. Individual and Societal Dimensions of Security. International Studies Review,
vol.5, 203-222, 2003.

4 Bilgin, Pmar. Individual and Societal Dimensions of Security. International Studies Review,
vol.5, 203-222, 2003.

® Bilgin, Pmar. Individual and Societal Dimensions of Security. International Studies Review,
vol.5, 203-222, 2003.

® Bilgin, Pinar. Individual and Societal Dimensions of Security. International Studies Review,
vol.5, 203-222, 2003.

2



event that triggers insecurity. It can be argued that this similarity has been
developed through years in Palestinian society as a result of repetitive events
such as being arrested at check points by the Israeli police.

To briefly introduce, Suad Amiry’s Sharon and My Mother in Law novel is
composed of her diaries during the Israeli invasion of Ramallah in March 2002.
In the novel, Amiry shares her insecurity and problems with her readers. She is
forced to live with her mother in law and explains how she struggles with
Israeli soldier while she is trying to take her from her house since her house is
located at the other side of the town where entrance is not permitted. Amiry
does not prefer to live with her; however, she is forced to wait for the end of
the invasion. She shares the difficulties of this relationship with her reader.
Amiry’s problems that she has experienced at the check point are also
demonstrated to the reader with a significant emphasis on her insecurity during
these moments. The Nothing to Lose but Your Life is Amiry’s another novel
that is chosen for analysis in this thesis. In the novel, Amiry shows the
difficulties that Palestinian workers face. At the beginning, she meets a 21 year
old Palestinian worker, Murad, and listens to his story. Murad explains that it is
not possible to find a job in his territory, therefore, he passes to the Israeli side
illegally to find daily jobs for making money. After listening to Murad’s words,
Amiry decides to share these workers’ experience. She changes her look and
joins in Murad and his other worker friends. Amiry shares the detail of this day
with her readers in order to demonstrate the struggle of Palestinians to find
jobs. They pass from the forest while they are running away from Israeli
soldiers’ shootings. At the Israeli side, they change clothes to look like an
Israeli since they have no IDs. In the end, Amiry shows how dangerous this

journey is for Palestinians.

Shehadeh’s Strangers in the House novel represents his own experience from
his childhood to his adult years. In the novel, he shares his special relationship

with his father, his first love, intellectual experiences in college, world travels,
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law career and human rights work and his struggle under Israeli occupation
with his reader. Shehadeh was born in Jaffa after his family left Ramallah.
Shehadeh has a special relationship with his father, Aziz, who claims publicly
the necessity of two state solution for the Israel - Palestine conflict. Shehadeh
goes first to Beirut and then London to study law. He questions himself when
he feels insecure during the times that his desires, such as falling in love or
going to India, are not approved by his father. He turns Ramallah as a lawyer.
Despite his father’s opposition, he defenses Palestinian human rights. The
novel represents Shehadeh’s self-analysis of being a Palestinian. The
Palestinian Walks can be accepted as the continuation of the Strangers in the
House novel. The novel composed of Shehadeh’s walks on the land, his visit of
his family’s old house named as qasr and Shehadeh’s pessimistic view about

the environmental damage of the land as a result of the Israeli invasion.

This thesis will use two theories in order to analyze the impact of Palestinian
societal identity on writers’ security perspectives. Firstly, Israel’s societal
security dilemma is examined in order to comprehend how Israel’s maneuvers
have brought about insecure atmosphere to Palestine through years. By
combining the concept of the security dilemma with that of societal security, it
can be argued that a societal security dilemma exists when the actions of one
society, in trying to increase its societal security (strengthen its own identity),
causes a reaction in a second society, which, in the end, decreases the first
society’s own societal security (weakens its identity).” In the light of societal
security dilemma definition, Israel can be accepted as an example to observe
the impact of its actions on Palestine. In other words, Israel’s effort to increase
its societal security brings about problems for Palestine continuously. It can be
claimed that the Palestinian societal identity factors related to Palestinians’

security understandings have been developed as a result of repeated

" Roe, Paul. The Intrastate Security Dilemma: Ethnic Conflict as a ‘Tragedy’? Journal of Peace
Research, vol 36, no.2, 1999, pp. 183-202, 1999.
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experiences for years. These repeated experiences -such as being arrested at the
check point- have created the insecurity in society. Apart from the insecure
atmosphere, it can be argued that the limitations by Israel have decreased
Palestinian living standards since its impact can be observed from
environmental problems to economic hardships. These limitations bring about
depression and hopeless perspective to the society since they cannot find jobs
in order to continue their lives. Within the context of environmental problems,
it can be mentioned that unequal distribution of water resources and the illegal
extension of land by Israelis cause economic hardships since the fertile soil is
used by Israel. In this regard, it can be stated that Israel’s societal security
dilemma explanation reflects the development process of deep rooted
Palestinian societal identity factors by demonstrating the ‘reasons’ behind the

scene.

Secondly, after explaining the development process, the social identity theory
will be used to determine the deep rooted Palestinian societal identity factors.
In the social identity theory, a person does not have one, “personal self”, but
rather several selves that correspond to widening circles of group membership.?
Different social contexts may trigger an individual to think, feel and act on
basis of his personal, family or national “level of self.™® In this regard,
individuals have various social identities apart from the level of self. Social
identity is the individual’s self-concept derived from perceived membership of

social groups.™® For the clarity of the thesis, three main societal identity factors

8 Carayannis, Elias G., Manlio Del Giudice, Maria Rosaria Della Peruta. Cross-Cultural
Knowledge Management: Fostering Innovation and Collaboration Inside the Multicultural
Enterprise. Springer Science & Business Media, 2011, pp.31.

® Henri Tajfel, Henri and Fraser, Colin. Introducing Social Psychology. Pelican, 1987.

% Hogg, M.A. & Vaughan. Social Psychology (3rd ed.) London: Prentice Hall, 2002.



are chosen for analysis: Historical experiences, acceptance of Israelis as
‘others’ and acceptance of Israeli soldiers and police as the portrait of cruelty.
The novel analyses are done in accordance with these three Palestinian societal
identity factors. At each writer’s part, the novel analysis represents how these

three societal identity factors affect writers’ security perspectives.

Literary textual analysis is chosen as the methodology of the thesis. Literary
textual analysis is a method to analyze these spoken, signed-based, or any other
significant semiotic markers that provide meaning to the social world
surrounding us.** It explores how the socially produced ideas and objects that
populate the world were created and are held in place.'? In this sense, literary
textual analysis helps to see the pure reality through texts. Where other
qualitative methodologies work to understand or interpret social reality as it
exists, it tries to uncover the way that reality is produced.” Literary textual
analysis is thus more than a method: it is a methodology based on two primary
assumptions.** The first assumption is based on social reality understanding.
Social reality is not something that we uncover, but something that we actively

create through meaningful interaction.’> Since the thesis represents novel

" Mutlu, E. Can & Salter, Mark B. The Discursive Turn, chapter 4, Research Methods in
Critical Security Studies: An Introuction. Routledge, 2013. 114-119

12 Hardy, Cynthia, Bill Harley, Nelson Phillips. Discourse Analysis and Content Analysis: Two
Solitudes? Qualitative Methods, Spring 2004.
http://dev.wcfia.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/870 __symposium.pdf

3 Hardy, C. 2001. Researching organizational Discourse. International Studies in
Management and Organization, 31(3): 25- 47

“Wood, L.A. and Kroger, R.O. 2000. Doing Discourse Analysis: Methods for Studying Action
in Talk and Text. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

'3 Hardy, Cynthia, Bill Harley, Nelson Phillips. Discourse Analysis and Content Analysis: Two
Solitudes? Qualitative Methods, Spring 2004.
http://dev.wcfia.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/870__symposium.pdf
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analysis, literary textual analysis is chosen in order to “uncover the way that

reality is produced”.

The analysis of the impact of Palestinian societal identity on Palestinian
writers’ security perceptions would answer critical questions in the Middle
Eastern studies and would open new doors for further research. The research
question of this thesis will provide its readers to hear the security definitions of
Palestinians. Unlike other works, this thesis illustrates how Palestinians
perceive security understanding in accordance with events that they face. With
Palestinian writers’ security understanding, the research question would open
the door of further comparison of security understandings in the Middle East
Region. As part of the thesis contribution to the Middle Eastern studies, it
focuses on possibility of hearing Palestinians’ voices on security,
understanding the impact of Palestinians’ traumas and the economic hardships
and lastly the environmental damage in the West Bank region. Moreover,
different from other Palestinian studies and works, the thesis takes security
understanding from a different angle by taking novels into account. Novel
analysis provides readers with an opportunity to touch Palestinians’ own words

on security.

The novels under scrutiny are about West Bank is chosen with a significant
purpose for analysis: Unlike main components of the Israel Palestine conflict
such as history, border issue with Israel, foreign policy, women studies, it is
not always easy to hear the authentic words of people who lived or still living
on the rocky land of the West Bank. It is a critical fact that West Bank is
included in many hotly debated issues with ‘silence’ of its people and with its
unknown ‘rocky’ territory. In this regard, West Bank originated writers Raja
Shehadeh and Suad Amiry open their ‘homes’ to readers not only for security

perspective analysis but also for demonstrating Palestinians’ lives.



Since it is difficult to visit each and every ‘home’, these novels are chosen
because they are available in English and because writers’ share their own
experiences. Both Raja Shehadeh and Suad Amiry are West-Bank originated
and although they were educated abroad, they chose to return to their ‘homes’.
In this regard, it can be argued that while being abroad has provided them with
the chance of observing Palestine from others’ lenses, their decision of turning
back to their land and sharing their experiences through first hand writing
provide a rare opportunity for critical analysis of their security perspectives. To
touch briefly, Suad Amiry’s Nothing to Lose but Your Life and Sharon and My
Mother in Law novels represent how ordinary, daily human acts can be
accepted as security issues. It is possible to observe the impact of deep rooted
Palestinian societal identity factors on Amiry’s security perspective with her
talks to her mother in law and chats with workers while she is waiting to pass
Israeli land as a worker. In Raja Shehadeh’s Strangers in the House and
Palestinian Walks, Shehadeh’s security perspective can be clearly observed
with his own words of the impact of deep rooted Palestinian societal identity
factors on his character. Apart from creating a visual Western Bank portrait in
readers’ eyes with his description of the land, Shehadeh points out the events
that Palestinian societal identity affects his security perspective. With writers’
novels, it is seen that security is not a term for Palestinians; rather, it is an

essential element for their lives.

To clearly see the whole picture at the end, the thesis is contextualized in the
following manner: The first part demonstrates the theoretical debate covering
also Palestinian historiography and the Palestinian identity debate in order to
provide the whole picture. In the theoretical debate part, security dilemma is
defined and its conceptualization in terms of identity is represented. With the
examination and definition of the types of societal security dilemma, Israel’s
societal security dilemma is accepted as regular societal security dilemma. The

impact of Israel’s security dilemma such as limitations for Palestinians is
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discussed. Environmental limitations are chosen for a detailed analysis separate
from others since it is the most significant issue that has brought about
problems to Palestinians. The decrease in the quality of human life as a result
of the environmental problems is presented in addition to the unequal usage of
natural resources by one side. To understand the impact of Israel’s security
dilemma on Palestinians, better Palestinian historiography is presented to the
reader. This part provides Palestinians’ perspective and their national claims
that can be categorized as religious, legal, demographic. Following these
claims, the commonalities are analyzed in order to determine their impact on

Palestinian societal identity.

After analyzing Palestinians’ claims and their commonality, Palestinian
identity part firstly demonstrates the traumas that Palestinians have
experienced through the discussion of the impact of Israel’s security dilemma
and limitations. It is argued that the right to territory and the limitations that
Palestinians have been facing with for a long time have caused repeated
experiences: fear of death, fear of being monitored, fear of being exiled or
arrested, and perceptions towards Israeli people- especially soldiers and police-
by associating ‘them’ with cruelty. Palestinians who have experienced these
traumas for years have been forced to accept what they had lived to continue
their lives. This ‘acception’ brings about the rooted structure of these traumas.
In this regard, Palestinian societal identity represents common traumas that can
be accepted as rooted societal identity elements as a result of their experiences.
The societal identity factors that will be used in the novel analysis are
categorized as historical experiences, Israelis as others and Israeli soldiers and

polices as the portrait of cruelty.

Within the light of the first part, second and third part represents Suad Amiry
and Raja Shehadehs’ security perspectives through their novels. At the
beginning of each part, the summaries of novels are offered to the readers.

Analyses are based on the three societal identity factors for clarity and
9



consistency. Examples from novels are explained theoretically to demonstrate

how writers’ security perspectives are affected by their societal identities.

The last part represents the comparison of writers’ security perspectives.
Firstly, each writer’s security perspective analysis will be explained by taking
their two novels into account. The comparison of writer’s security perspective
demonstrates that both writers are affected by their societal identity since the
impact of three societal identity factors on them can be observed through their
novels. Both writers’ are affected by historical experiences and they accept
Israelis as others. Moreover, they have the same societal stereotype that is
accepting Israeli soldiers and police as cruel. The comparison of writer’s
security perspective is conducted by use of different categories for a detailed
analysis. In this regard, their writing styles, their perspectives towards
Palestinian society, the examples that they choose in their novels and the
degree of their emphasis on insecurity are analyzed. After the comparison part,

writer’s own explanations on their security understanding are presented.

10



CHAPTER 2

THEORETICAL DEBATE

This chapter will first provide a theoretical framework for this thesis. Secondly,
it will include background information on Palestinian historiography
emphasizing the critical historical moments which have left their imprints on
Palestinian psyche/ memory. Thirdly, it will illustrate how such historical
events have created and become a part of Palestinian societal identity. Lastly, it
will offer coverage of Palestinian literature introducing major works on
Palestinian society, thus contextualizing the “Sharon and My Mother in Law”,
“Nothing to Lose but Your Life”, “Strangers in the House” and “Palestinian

Walks” within the general Palestinian literature.

The theoretical debate part constitutes the cornerstone of this thesis. Needless
to say, other approaches could have been used in this thesis. However, within
the light of the research question, it is necessary that the theory that will be
used in this thesis should reflect the development process of the Palestinian
societal identity. Thus, even though various approaches exist there, the theory
of societal security dilemma is used as the theoretical basis. Although analysis
of Israel’s societal security dilemma focuses on the results of increased Israeli
insecurity on the Israeli society, this thesis will cut the loop and only examine

its impact on Palestinian society.

Before explaining the societal security dilemma, a brief definition of security
dilemma is essential through understanding. The term ‘security dilemma’ was

first used by John Herz in his 1951 book Political Realism and Political
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Idealism.*® The security dilemma refers to the situation by which a state takes
action to increase its security, causing a reaction in another state that ultimately
reduces the security of both.!” Since military buildups can often be both
defensive and offensive in nature, misperceptions about the intent of the first
state can lead the second state to react to it as a threat, when this may not be the
case.’® In this regard, uncertainty can be accepted as the basic stone of security
dilemma. Butterfield describes the uncertainty that decision makers can face in

trying to determine others’ intentions.™® He says:

“It 1s the peculiar characteristic of...Hobbesian fear...that you yourself
may vividly feel the terrible fear that you have of the other party, but
you cannot enter the other man’s counter fear, or even understand why
he should be particularly nervous. For you yourself know that you mean
him no harm, and that you want nothing from him save guarantees for
your own safety; and it is never possible to for you to realize or
remember properly that since he cannot see the inside of your mind, he
can never have the same assurances of your intentions that you have. As
this operates on both sides...neither side sees the nature of the
predicament that he is in, for each only imagines that the other party is

being hostile and unreasonable.””

'8 Herz, John. Political Realism and Political Idealism. Chicago, IL: Chicago University Press,
1951.

17 Jervis, Robert. Perception and Misperception in International Politics. New York, Princeton
University Press, 1976.

18 Olesker, Ronnie. Israel's Societal Security Dilemma and the Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Process, Nationalism and Ethnic Politics,2011, 17:4, 382-401.

9 Roe, Paul. The Intrastate Security Dilemma: Ethnic Conflict as a ‘Tragedy’? Journal of
Peace Research, vol 36, no.2, 1999, pp. 183-202, 1999.

2 Bytterfield, Herbert. History and Human Relations. London: Collins, pp.21, 1951.
12



In this regard, as a result of the uncertainty about the power and intensions of
other side, security dilemma occurs between countries. Due to the fear and
security needs, they increase their own power capabilities although they do not

know the real power and intension of the other side.

The relationship between identity and the security of ethnic groups is laid out
in Ole Weever and Barry Buzan’s work on the concept of societal security.” By
combining the concept of the security dilemma with that of societal security, a
societal security dilemma could be said to exist when the actions of one
society, in trying to increase its societal security (strengthen its own identity),
causes a reaction in a second society, which, in the end, decreases the first
society’s own societal security (weakens its identity).?? In this way, Buzan and
Wever, along with two other Copenhagen School members, Morten Kelstrup
and Pierre Lemaitre, suggest that for threatened societies, one obvious line of
defensive response is to strengthen societal identity. This can be done by using
cultural means to reinforce societal cohesion and distinctiveness, and to ensure
that society reproduces itself correctly.? In other words, to put it simply, ‘if
one’s identity seems threatened...the answer is a strengthening of existing

identities.”?*

2! Buzan, Berry; Waever, Ole; Wale, Jaap. Security: A New Framework for Analysis. Lynne
Rienner Publishers, 1998.

%2 Roe, Paul. The Intrastate Security Dilemma: Ethnic Conflict as a ‘Tragedy’? Journal of
Peace Research, vol 36, no.2, 1999, pp. 183-202, 1999.

2 Waver, Ole; Barry Buzan, Morten Kelstrup & Pierre Lemaitre. Identity, Migration and the
New Security Agenda in Europe. London: Pinter, 1992. pp191.
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Figure 1: Societal Security Dilemma

With the examination of the post-Cold War Europe, the security dilemma is

12> The main

conceptualized in terms of identity by the Copenhagen Schoo
object of societal security dilemma, in this sense, is identity instead of state
sovereignty. However, although identity is taken as the main object, this does
not mean that military force is not in use for defending identity. To put it best,
in other words, “identity is tied to the safeguarding of the historic homeland,

[and] may well best be undertaken using military means.”*®

Paul Roe’s identification of three types of security dilemma represents different

dynamics within the context of conflict resolution. These three types of

% Olesker, Ronnie. Israel's Societal Security Dilemma and the Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Process, Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 2011, 17:4, 382-401.

2 Roe, Paul. Ethnic Violence and the Societal Security Dilemma. London and New York:
Routledge, pp.157, 2005.
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security dilemma represent the level of conflict in terms of finding resolution to
them in accordance with their dynamics. Olesker explains these three types of

security dilemma as:

“A “tight” security dilemma refers to the classic situation in which
parties perceive themselves to be insecure, while in reality the security
needs of each party are compatible with one another. In this case
misperceptions, rather than incompatibilities, drive the conflict. Roe
therefore concludes that a “tight” security dilemma is resolvable by
actions “short of war.” Second, a “regular” security dilemma occurs
when there are real incompatibilities between the security needs of each
side. In this case, the “required insecurity” is difficult to resolve short of
war. Finally, a “loose” security dilemma refers to a case in which
power, rather than security, is at the forefront of state policies. In a
loose security dilemma, the parties are power seekers rather than
security seekers and the conflict is “irresolvable short of war,” most
likely requiring third party intervention. These distinctions not only
provide a more “nuanced conceptual tool for the analysis of ethnic

conflict” but are also of vital importance to the Israeli case s‘[udy.”27

Olesker’s analysis of Israel’s security dilemma examines Israel’s psychology
of insecurity, its ethnic relations and legislation for seating its security dilemma
type. In this regard, Olesker provides examples and analysis for a relevant
conclusion for his work. In other words, within the context of Israel’s

psychology of insecurity, it is argued that in Israel, security is not merely a

7 Roe, Paul. Ethnic Violence and the Societal Security Dilemma. London and New York:
Routledge, 2005.
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national objective, it is a value all of its own.?® Olesker indicates that Israel’s
constant sense of insecurity has led to the development of a position that
largely focuses on the military dimension of strategy to the exclusion of

diplomatic or political ones.?®

The ethnic relations in Israel also represents Israel’s societal security dilemma
by providing examples about education system in lIsrael. In this regard, the
tight state control can be observed in different areas, mostly in education. Abu-
Saad has carefully documented the extent to which the Israeli education system
is designed to support the Jewish nation-building project and to promote the
Jewish national narrative while relegating the minority to the “margins of
society.” It is not difficult to predict that the security understanding would
continue to be priority since Israeli education system promotes the precedence

of Jewish nation- building project.

Israel’s legislation demonstrates its societal security dilemma level as well.
Citing the Israeli Supreme Court, Alan Dowty notes that the “Jewishness” of
the state, at a minimum, consists of, inter alia, a “maintenance of a Jewish

Majority.”®* Olesker argues that in this respect, maintaining the demographic

%8 Olesker, Ronnie. Israel's Societal Security Dilemma and the Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Process, Nationalism and Ethnic Politics,2011, 17:4, 382-401.

2 Olesker, Ronnie. Israel's Societal Security Dilemma and the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process,
Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 2011, 17:4, 382-401.

%0 Abu-Saad, Ismael. “State Education Policy and Curriculum: The Case of Palestinian Arabs
in Israel,” International Education Journal, 7(5): 709-20, 2006.

3 Dowty, Alan. “Is Israel Democratic? Substance and Semantics in the ‘Ethnic Democracy’
Debate,” 1srael Studies, 4(2): 1-15, 1999.
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status quo between Arabs and Jews has become a matter of national security.*
In this regard, Israel’s legislation demonstrates the ‘insecurity’ surrounding

another dimension of its state structure.

Olesker’s analysis demonstrates that in Israel, the majority and minority are
locked in a regular societal security dilemma.®® The incompatibilities between
the security needs of each side can be seen easily. Olesker’s analysis opens a
new door for analysis since Israel’s societal security dilemma affects Palestine
by causing limitations. In this regard, it can be argued that Israel’s security
dilemma has a critical impact on Palestinian societal identity by causing
insecurity at the other side. Apart from insecurity, because of the limitations
posed by Israel, Palestinians have been struggling with economic difficulties
and living conditions that also affect their societal identity for years. As they
have lived with economic hardships and limitations continuously, the
hopelessness concerning the future has been the basis of Palestinian societal
identity structure. In this regard, the examination of Israel’s societal security
dilemma is important for this thesis. As part of the limitations imposed by the
Israeli state, environmental limitations are chosen to demonstrate impacts of
Israel’s societal security dilemma since environmental problems brings other
difficulties for Palestinians’ daily lives. These environmental difficulties are

examined below.
2.1 Environmental Limitations

Environmental limitations can be accepted as one of the results of Israel’s
regular societal security dilemma. The conflict between Israel and Palestine has

negatively affected not only the psychology of each side but also the natural

%2 Handel, Michael I. “The Evolution of Israeli Strategy: The Psychology of Insecurity and the
Quest for Absolute Security,” in William Murray, Macgregor Knox, and Alvin Bernstein, eds.,
The Making of Strategy, Cambridge University Press, pp.545, 1994

% Olesker, Ronnie. Israel's Societal Security Dilemma and the Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Process, Nationalism and Ethnic Politics,2011, 17:4, 382-401.
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environment. It can be stated that the environmental problems in this area
decreases the quality of human life because of the unequal distribution of the
resources. Within this structure, Jad Isaac and Jane Hilal mention the impact of
this unequal distribution caused by Israel’s security concerns in the region.
They argue that the status of the environment has a fundamental role in
determining the viability of a future Palestinian state, since it provides the
physical context in which society exists and it determines the extent to which
society can be sustainable and in this regard, the restrictions on the available
resources, poor management and unsustainable practices have resulted in the
radical transformation of the Palestinian environment, degradation of its

ecosystems, and depletion of its natural resources.®*

Since the natural resources can be accepted as a significant element for the
continuation of a society, the impact of these limitations can be observed with
the examination of daily living of Palestinians. While most Palestinians
struggle for survival and therefore rarely consider environmental protection as
a personal priority, the environmental damages caused by the conflict will
affect them in their lifetime by requiring much effort, time and money to

reverse or mitigate the negative effects of a deteriorated environment.*®

The allocation of water resources can be accepted as the most critical limitation
since it is the resource that provides the continuation of any society. Moreover,
there is no doubt that within any societal life scenario, water plays the first role
of continuation of life such as its usage in agriculture. Thus, it can be argued
that Israel’s limitation of water distribution affects Palestinian societal structure

negatively in different dimensions. Moreover, Israel’s usage of water can be

% |saac, Jad & Jane Hilal. Palestinian Landscape and the Israeli—Palestinian Conflict.
International Journal of Environmental Studies, 2011, 68:4, 413-4209.

% |saac, Jad & Jane Hilal. Palestinian Landscape and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
International Journal of Environmental Studies, 2011, 68:4, 413-429.
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related to its societal security dilemma since it uses water for its own

development and provision of its own security needs.

The Johnston Plan reflects one of these environmental resource limitations in
terms of water distribution in the area. The Johnston Plan was the most
favorable as far as the views of the technical committees of the riparian
countries are concerned, as it reflected an equitable allocation of the Jordan
River waters among the riparians including the Palestinians.*® It called for the
construction of a West Ghor Canal to provide the Palestinians with their share,
estimated to be 250 MCM per year.®” Table 1 demonstrates the allocation of
the Jordan River waters according to the Johnston Plan. On the other hand, as
Jad Isaac and Jane Hilal explain, the plan was never ratified and the current use
of the Jordan River waters does not comply with it.*® Since the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967, Palestinians have been
denied access to the Jordan River waters through the Israeli restrictions
imposed on water resources and on the use of lands located along the river as

they have been declared closed military areas.*

% |saac, Jad & Jane Hilal. Palestinian Landscape and the Israeli—Palestinian Conflict.
International Journal of Environmental Studies, 2011, 68:4, 413-429.

% saac, J. and Safar, A. Roots of Water Conflict in the Eastern Mediterranean. Applied
Research Institute — Jerusalem (ARI1J), Bethlehem, West Bank, 2005.

% Wolf, A. Hydrostrategic Territory in the Jordan Basin: Water, War and Arab—Israeli Peace
Negotiations. Paper presented at conference: Water: A Trigger for Conflict/A Reason for
Cooperation, Bloomington, 7-10 March 1996.

% |saac, Jad & Jane Hilal. Palestinian Landscape and the Israeli—Palestinian Conflict.
International Journal of Environmental Studies, 2011, 68:4, 413-429.
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Table 1: Water allocation according to Johnston’s Plan of 1955

Country First  Johnston | Revised Present usage
Plan Johnston Plan

Syria 50 132 153

Lebanon - 35 5-10

Jordan 829 720 480

Israel 426 375-475 647

The usage of water by Israel for the lands located along the river that have been
declared as closed military areas can be accepted as a sign of Israel’s security
concerns. Apart from limiting the other side in terms of water distribution,
Israel uses any resources for its own benefit with a special emphasis on its
security needs. The examination of Israel’s environmental limitations
demonstrates that Palestine struggles with economic hardships as a result of
lack of resources in addition to long last hope for changing the conditions.
These factors have affected their societal condition for a long period. As it will
be examined, these hardships also have an effect on shaping their societal
identity since they cause traumas, economic difficulties and insecurity. In
addition to the similar historical experiences, Palestinians tend to have this
hopelessness as part of their lives. In this regard, causing the insecure
atmosphere at the other side, Israel’s societal security dilemma has also

affected Palestinian societal identity.
2.2 Palestinian Historiography

The examination of the Palestinian historiography allows us to hear Palestinian
claims on the issue. Since these claims may differ, several have been picked.
Religious, legal, demographic claims are presented for coherence. Following
these claims, the commonalities are analyzed in order to determine their impact

on Palestinian societal identity.
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As Deborah Gerner put it, Palestinian historiography represents “one land, two

peoples*

as a problem. It can be argued that since 1948, with the creation of
the state of Israel, successive Israeli governments have deepened their
dominance over former Palestine with every war they have fought, every
policy initiative they have enacted, every new house or road they have built
and every old one they have demolished, and every ‘settler’ they have
geographically placed in the land of Eretz Israel.** However, despite
dismemberment of geographic Palestine, these events continued to affect their
identity and their attachment to the land. In other words, at the core of the
conflict between Palestinians and Israelis has been a persistent negotiation of
the identity of the other side. From the very beginning, both sides felt that the

other side had no right to exist.*?

Until the 1970s, Palestinian historiography reflects the rejection of the West
and its culture with the denial of its right to impose its decisions. This early
historiography addressed to Arab readers and hoped to instill in them the
urgency for unity in the Arab world in order to stand firm against the West.*®
The beginning of the 1970s, however, brings internal and external changes to
historical research area. On the internal level, with the defeat of 1967,
Palestinian historiography separates its road from Pan-Arabist concept and
takes national identity as basis. With the desire of obtaining national identity,

on the academic level, historical perspective is formed with the advancement in

0 Gerner, Deborah. One Land, Two Peoples: The Conflict over Palestine, second edition,
Boulder, CO: Wesview Press, 1994,

*! Kamrava, Mehran, The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War,
University of Californiya Press, 2013.

*2 Kamrava, Mehran, The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War,
University of Californiya Press, 2013.

*® Rachel Maissy-Noy. Palestinian Historiography in Relation to the Territory of Palestine,
Middle Eastern Studies, 42:6, 889-905, 2006.
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research tools. The main aim of Palestinian researchers demonstrates a
defensive structure against Israel’s claims on the territory since it presents
justification of the ‘Movement for the Liberation of Palestine’ claims.** As it is
mentioned, the claims reflect national identity and the relation between
Palestinians and the land as basis.

The common feature of Palestinian historiography is to construct a Palestinian
narrative to be presented to the world as a reassessment of historical
judgement. The main claim of Palestinian historiography is that Zionist
historiography demonstrates the justification of their right to the territory of
Palestine by writing history in accordance with their views and constructing
religious and cultural ties to the land.* It is argued that Israelis distorted the
true history and ignored the Palestinian existence on the same territory. In light
of this argument, Palestinian historians rewrite their history as a reply to these

Israeli works.

Religious claims reflect the relation between Palestinians and their right to
have the land on religious basis. It is seen that religious historians’ argument is
based on the rights of the Muslims to the Land of Israel since there is the link
between their Prophet Muhammad and Palestine and his covenant with Allah
as described in the Bani Israil Sura.”® The Sura explains Muhammad’s
transportation by Allah from Mecca to Jerusalem and his being taken up to

heaven by uniting the two episodes from the Quran. This explanation can be

* Rachel Maissy-Noy. Palestinian Historiography in Relation to the Territory of Palestine,
Middle Eastern Studies, 42:6, 889-905, 2006.

* Rachel Maissy-Noy. Palestinian Historiography in Relation to the Territory of Palestine,
Middle Eastern Studies, 42:6, 889-905, 2006.

*® Rachel Maissy-Noy. Palestinian Historiography in Relation to the Territory of Palestine,
Middle Eastern Studies, 42:6, 889-905, 2006.
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found out in Arab discourse and is represented as opening words in many
Palestinian historical works. On the other hand, the legal claims made by
Palestinians take self-determination right as basis for defense. Palestinian’s
legal claim on the right to the land is associated with the right to self-
determination. According to the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples in 1960, self- determination right is defined
as “all peoples have the right to self-determination by virtue of that right they
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social
and cultural development.”* In light of this right, Palestinians defend that they
are a group of people that have a common past, language and they live on a
certain territory. In this regard, Palestine is accepted as a nation that has the

right to self-determination and a state.

Palestinian demographic claims demonstrate their right to the country with the
usage of demographic data from Ottoman, Israeli and British sources for
justifying Arabs’ existence in Palestine. Palestinian historians claim that from
the beginning of the twentieth century, Palestinians have been subject to a
continuous process of population exchange. It is argued that the native
Palestinian population was removed from the land and Western immigrants
replaced them. The replacement of Western immigrants was aimed by Great
Powers since they had interest in the region. The replacement of Zionist
immigrants is accepted as a process by the Palestinian historians. They claim
that with the arrival of Zionist settlers at the end of the nineteenth century, they
gained ownership of land with the intervention in Ottoman laws regarding land
administration. With the creation of possible legal conditions for Zionists to
purchase tracts of land, Jews gained opportunity to have land. The climax of

this process occurred during the 1948 war when, as they assert, the Zionists

*T UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
Resolution 1514, December 1960, http://www.un.org/en/decolonization/declaration.shtml
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carried out expulsion plans among which was Plan D that focused upon the

conquest of the Galilee and the eviction of its Arab inhabitants.*®

Although there are wvarious claims, the examination of Palestinian
historiography demonstrates one common feature, that is, defensive structure in
terms of right to the territory. This common feature can even be accepted as the
reason for the development of historiography of Palestinians since right to the
territory has been hotly debated among them. Related to the right to the
territory, Israel’s security dilemma brings about limitations to the Palestinian
side. These limitations turn into problems for living in terms of economic
difficulties, insecurity concerning future and more. In this regard, Palestinian
historiography reflects the development process of Palestinian societal identity
by mentioning the core aim: defending their right to territory. This core aim
can be accepted as one of the main components of Palestinian societal identity.

2.3 Palestinian Societal Identity

This part on the Palestinian societal identity represents the common elements
that Palestinians have developed through years. It can be argued that these
elements have been developed because of the impacts of different variables
such as the impact of Israel’s societal security dilemma on Palestinians. In this
regard, the Palestinian societal identity part can be accepted as the reflection of
“experiences of years”. Since the chosen writers can be accepted as part of
their society, the examination of Palestinian societal identity and determination
of the common elements of it are essential for the analysis. In other words, to
understand writers’ security perspective, the rooted Palestinian societal factors

must be taken into account for evaluation.

*8 Rachel Maissy-Noy. Palestinian Historiography in Relation to the Territory of Palestine,
Middle Eastern Studies, 42:6, 889-905, 2006.
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From the Palestinian historiography part, it is seen that historical experiences
and traumas that Palestinians have been struggling with for a long time have
sharpened their perspectives not only in terms of concerning their securities but
also considering their futures. These traumas and historical experiences mostly
represent the association of right to the territory and the limitations that is
imposed by Israel. Mehran Kamrava puts it best for understanding the impact

of these traumas on Palestinians:

“In addition to everything else that composed Palestinian identity, being
Palestinian meant having your land confiscated, being at the mercy of
an Israeli employer, experiencing prolonged water and electricity
shutoffs, being harassed at local military checkpoints, being confined
for weeks to the house or to specific areas as a result of frequent
“closures” by Israeli authorities, being reminded daily of limited
opportunities and inferior living standards as compared to those of
Israeli settlers, struggling with bureaucracies to secure identity cards
and other necessary documents, and enduring everything else that made

t ”49

daily life unbearably difficul

It can be argued that claims concerning the right to territory and the limitations
that Palestinians have been facing with for a long time cause repeated
experiences: fear of death, fear of being monitored, fear of being exiled or
arrested, and perceptions of the Israeli people- especially soldiers and police-
by associating ‘them’ with cruelty. Palestinians who have experienced these
traumas for years have been forced to accept what they had lived to continue
their lives. Acceptance brings about the rooted structure of these traumas. In
this regard, Palestinian societal identity represents common traumas that can be

accepted as rooted societal identity elements as a result of their experiences.

* Kamrava, Mehran, The Modern Middle East: A Political History Since the First World War,
University of Californiya Press, 2013.
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This part represents the factors that cause these common societal identity
elements and their roles in ‘deep rooted’ Palestinian societal identity within the
light of the social identity theory. It can be mentioned that the novels and
works from the Palestinian literature -in addition to Raja Shehadeh and Suad
Amirys’ novels- include these factors in terms of societal identity as an impact.
Thus, it is significant to comprehend what is meant with Palestinian societal

identity and the factors that constitute it.

The social identity theory developed by Tajfel and Turner represents the role of
social and psychological processes in the creation of group identity.*® The
theory focuses on the “group in the individual” and assumes that one part of the
self- concept is defined by our belonging to social groups.®* According to
Tajfel and Turner, people categorize themselves and others as belonging to

different social groups and evaluate these categorizations.>

Membership,
alongside the value placed on it, is defined as the social identity.>® Briefly
presented, the theory includes three ideas that are social categorization, social

identification and social comparison.

Societal categorization demonstrates the phenomenon that humans’ tendencies
to categorize themselves by taking their environment, families, friends, and the

world in general terms. Those categories can be complex and comprehensive

%0 Schaarschmidt, Sophie. Emotional Barriers in the Interaction between Palestinian,
Palestinian- Israeli and Jewish Israeli Youth: The Influence of Self- Conscious Emotions.
Hagen University, 2010. http://deposit.fernuni-
hagen.de/2803/1/Dissertation_Sophie_Schaarschmidt.pdf

*1 Hogg, M.A and Abrahams, D. Social Identifications: A Psychology of Inter-group Relations
and Group Processes, London: Routledge, 1988, pp.3

52 Tajfel, H and Turner, J. An Integrative Theory of Inter-group Conflict. In J.A. Williams and
S. Worchel (eds.), The Social Psychology of Inter-group Relations, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth,
1979, pp 33-47.

53 Trepte, Sabine. Social Identity Theory, Psychology of Entertainment, NY: Lawrence
Erlbaum Associates, 2011, p.255
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(like an ethnic, religious or gender group membership) or small and
idiosyncratic (like a specific choir or school membership).>* These categories,
however, must be critically examined since people attach different values to
them. In this regard, by having various values with different attachments,
individuals construct their social world in accordance with their categories in
mind. These categories, in this sense, can be accepted as a reflection of their
social values. Tajfel and Turner summarize: “Social categorizations are
conceived here as cognitive tools that segment, classify, and order the social
environment, and thus enable to individual to undertake many forms of social

action. They create and define the individual’s place in society.”™

For Palestinians, it can be said that societal categorization includes both
themselves and the acceptance of Israclis as ‘others’. It can be argued that
Palestinians label Israelis as ‘others’ in terms of both religious and national
terms. For the analysis of the impact of this societal categorization, it can be
argued that Palestinians not only label Israelis as others but also accept them as
‘dangerous’ for their own existence. In this regard, Israelis are associated with
insecurity box in their minds including different adjectives invoking the same

sense of “fear”.

Tajfel further argues that if social categorizations are shared by all group
members, they function as social stereotypes and help interpret, explain and

even justify our behavior.>® In other words, as a result of the common social

> Schaarschmidt, Sophie. Emotional Barriers in the Interaction between Palestinian,
Palestinian- Israeli and Jewish Israeli Youth: The Influence of Self- Conscious Emotions.
Hagen University, 2010. http://deposit.fernuni-
hagen.de/2803/1/Dissertation_Sophie_Schaarschmidt.pdf

% Tajfel, H and Turner, J. An Integrative Theory of Inter-group Conflict. In J.A. Williams and
S. Worchel (eds.), The Social Psychology of Inter-group Relations, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth,
1979, pp 40.

% Tajfel, H. Human Groups and Social Categories. Cambridge University Press.
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categorizations in the society, people tend to behave similarly. The social
stereotypes can be observed in Palestinian society as well. For instance, in the
Suad Amiry’s Sharon and My Mother in Law novel, it is seen that she socially
categorizes Israeli soldiers as being cruel. During the conversation, Israeli
soldier uses the word hajjeh which is accepted as an insult for Palestinian
women historically and she reacts to him. With her explanation, readers
understand that the word is a social stereotype in Palestinian society since its

meaning has been shared by all Palestinians throughout their history.

Societal identification reflects peoples’ tendencies to assign themselves to the
groups in terms of taking basis of shared characteristics, aims, personal needs
by ascribing significant values to these groups. Personal identity, in contrast to
social identity, includes the sum of an individual’s capabilities and
characteristics. Personal and social identities cover the “self” of a person. In
this regard, an interaction between two or more individuals can be viewed as
taking place along a continuum: on one end the interaction may be determined
by individual traits and relations on the interpersonal level while on the other
end the interaction may be determined by people’s affiliation to certain groups
and relations on the inter-group level.>" In this regard, it can be indicated that
Palestinian societal identity covers uncertainty that is caused by historical
experiences, acceptance of Israelis as others and associating Israeli soldiers,
police and security men with cruelty portrait as their societal categorization
through years. These societal categorizations create their societal identities that
affect not only their security perspectives but also their behaviors. These
societal categorizations are explained below since writers’ security perspective
analyses will be presented by taking them into consideration in a critical

manner.

%7 Schaarschmidt, Sophie. Emotional Barriers in the Interaction between Palestinian,
Palestinian- Israeli and Jewish Israeli Youth: The Influence of Self- Conscious Emotions.
Hagen University, 2010. http://deposit.fernuni-
hagen.de/2803/1/Dissertation_Sophie_Schaarschmidt.pdf
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Historical Experiences

Palestinian historical experiences can be accepted as the basis of their creation
of societal identity. These historical experiences, Israeli occupation, Oslo
Accords and other important developments are reflected as insecurity images in
Palestinians’ creation of societal identities. Rashid Khalidi indicates that the
context of conflict and longstanding military occupation uniquely position the
lives and narratives of Palestinians in a place of existential uncertainty.’® This
uncertainty surrounds all Palestinians from different angles and demonstrates
itself at significant points such as facing Israeli police or soldiers. The
uncertainty, in this sense, must be taken into consideration in any analysis

related to Palestinians.

Similar to Khalidi, Philip Hammack points out that Palestinians in the occupied
territories engage with a tragic master narrative of history and identity, the
thematic content of which centers on the experience of loss and dispossession,
resistance to the occupation, existential insecurity, and the moral and
ideological justness of the Palestinian cause.”® With the combination of
Hammack and Khalidis’ words, it can be argued that uncertainty and historical
experiences create the uncertainty as a back bone of Palestinian societal

identity.
Israelis as ‘Others’

Acceptance of Israelis as others can be accepted as the easiest factor that is
found in Palestinian societal identity. Through years, both Palestinians and

Israelis label each other as ‘others’ in addition to the borders created by

%8Khalidi, R. Palestinian identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness. New
York: Columbia University Press, 1997.

% Hammack, Philip L. The Cultural Psychology of Palestinian Youth: A narrative Approach.
Sage Journals, Culture & Psychology, University of California, Santa Cruz, USA, 16(4) 507-
537, 2010.
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politics. The acceptance of ‘other’ image can lead to hatred level due to the
circumstances that both sides face with. Any historical word that reminds
occupation year memoirs or even a glaze of a soldier can trigger the turning of

other image into core hatred.

It must be said that hatred can surface because of more tragic reasons such as
losing a family member. Despite various ‘othering’ studies, Douglas Abbott’s
phenomenological study aims to analyze how the unexpected and violent death
of a civilian family member in Israel and Palestine affected family functioning
3-5 years after the incident. By focusing on how losing a family member
affects feelings towards opposition from both sides, the study reflects that
Palestinians indicate their hatred and difficulties that they have been facing
through years. Abbott’s study presents that Palestinians see themselves as
victims of decades of aggression and oppression.®® One of these Palestinian
family member indicates that there is a long revenge between me and you
[Israel], but today I haven’t the capability to work against you; however, I

don’t forgive you. I hate you from here to the sea.®!

Israeli Soldiers and Polices as the Portrait of Cruelty

The analysis of the factors that compose Palestinian societal identity is a
gordian knot which is very difficult to snatch one factor from another. Thus, it
must be indicated that any societal factor mentioned in this section is directly
related to another in terms of its creation of Palestinian societal identity. Within
this context, related to the historical experience factor, another factor that is an

important part of Palestinian societal identity is the association of Israeli

% Abbott, Douglas A. Violent Death: A Qualitative Study of Israeli and Palestinian Families,
Journal of Loss and Trauma: International Perspectives on Stress & Coping, 14:2, 117-128,
20009.

81 Abbott, Douglas A. Violent Death: A Qualitative Study of Israeli and Palestinian Families,
Journal of Loss and Trauma: International Perspectives on Stress & Coping, 14:2, 117-128,
20009.
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soldiers and police with cruelty adjective. Not only a simple adjective, ‘cruelty’
represents different meanings for Palestinians such as ‘hatred’, ‘fear of
arresting’, ‘being exiled’ or even ‘being killed’. It can be argued that these
associations are directly related to Palestinian historical experiences and their

‘uncertainty’ feature.

Taking a further step within the framework of Israeli police and soldiers’
association with cruelty, Gidi Rubinstein’s work provides the chance of
questioning whether Israeli soldiers and police demonstrate cruel behavior with
numerical results. Rubinstein hypothesizes that border police officers are
authoritarian warriors; that career soldiers choose a strict, tough, and
hierarchical workplace but are not as involved in aggressive activities as much
as border police officers; that airport security guards choose a job in which
they have a great deal of power over the people whom they inspect, but their
jobs are only temporary; and that the control participants are students who
choose other employment during their studies®®. The result of Rubinstein’s
work supports his hypothesis since border officers have the highest score in his
work. Rubinstein indicates that the result is not surprising since their daily
work— which involves aggressiveness, violence, and perpetual on-the-job
confrontation with the frustrated and hostile Palestinian Arabs—and because of
their role as aggressive and punitive warriors.®® Within the light of Rubinstein’s
work, it can be argued that Palestinians’ Israeli police and soldier portrayal is
not an imagined one, rather, puts realities on the table through their history.
Apart from Rubinstein’s analysis, it is a significant fact that Palestinians feel

insecure and fear of being arrested, being killed or being beaten up at check

52 Rubinstein, Gidi. Authoritarianism Among Border Police Officers, Career Soldiers, and
Airport Security Guards at the Israeli Border, The Journal of Social Psychology, 146:6, 751-
761, 2006

%3 Rubinstein, Gidi. Authoritarianism Among Border Police Officers, Career Soldiers, and
Airport Security Guards at the Israeli Border, The Journal of Social Psychology, 146:6, 751-
761, 2006
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points. Even these fears come to the scene when they see any of them from a

distance.

2.4 Palestinian Literature

This section aims to provide a general picture of the Palestinian literature
which focuses on the state of Palestinian society. Palestinian literature is
composed of exile memoirs, stories about the alienation from the world and
poems that reflect their displacement. In other words, forming part of the
broader genre of Arabic literature, contemporary Palestinian literature is often
characterized by its heightened sense of irony and the exploration of existential
themes and issues of identity.®* It can be argued that Palestinian poems and
stories are reflections of the difficulties that Palestinians have experienced.
Since the thesis covers the impact of Palestinian societal identity on writers’
security perspectives through novel analysis, Palestinian novels and stories are
taken into account as literature review. In this sense, Palestinian stories and

novels and their examinations are presented to the reader in this part.

Barbara Mckean Parmenter’s Giving Voice to Stones: Place and Identity in
Palestinian Literature provides the opportunity to examine novels and short
stories in Palestinian literature before 1948. According to the book, the novels
and short stories play a significant role in expressing relations between
Palestinians and Zionists before 1948. It is seen that much of this writing dealt
only with the new social challenges facing Arab society, specifically those
involving urban upper classes.®® Examples can be given to these novels such as

an early novel by Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, written in 1946, portrays the

% Muhawi, Ibrahim. Literature and Nation in the Middle East, Edinburgh University Press,
2006.

% parmenter, Barbara M. Giving Voice to Stones: Place and Identity in Palestinian Literature.
University of Texas Press, 1994, pp. 40
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individual’s alienation in a cold, anonymous city.®® A 1947 novel by Iskandir
Khuri al- Baytjalli, author of several nationalist anthems and fiery political
poems, deals exclusively with marriage and sexual relations.®” Apart from
these novels, stories which deal with Zionism often focus on the corrupting
influences of Jewish immigrants.®® In one of her short stories, Najwa Qa’war
portrays a struggle between the good and the evil, with Arab village girls

representing the former and loose-living blond immigrant girls the latter.®

Rima Najjar Merriman who has worked on four Palestinian writers living in the
occupied West Bank says that displacement, exile, and alienation from the
world, but also endurance, ultimately, are at the heart of the Palestinian story.”
Mahmoud Shukair is one of them who focus on short stories, creative
nonfiction, TV dramas, folklore, and stories for children. Shukair’s stories
takes a different path; since his stories represents ‘absurd’ situations faced with

Western culture names “juxtaposing the dreams of certain characters with the

remote existence of the outside world and dramatizing the suffocating reality in

% peled, M. Annals of Doom: Palestinian Literature 1917-1948, Arabica: Revue d'ctudes
Arabes 29, 1982, pp. 153-156.

%7 Peled, M. Annals of Doom: Palestinian Literature 1917-1948," Arabica: Revue d'ctudes
Arabes 29, 1982, pp. 153-156.

%8 parmenter, Barbara M. Giving Voice to Stones: Place and Identity in Palestinian Literature.
University of Texas Press, 1994, pp. 40

% Yaghi, Abd al-Rahman. Hayat al-Adah al-Filastini al-hadith, pp.512-513

" Merriman, Rima Najjar. No Ordinary Place: Writers and Writing in Occupied Palestine.
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which these characters live.”™* Soorat Shakira (2003; Shakira’s picture) and
Ibnat Khalaty Condoleezza (2004; My cousin Condoleezza) are some of his
recent stories. Sahar Khalifa, having written ten novels, has been described as
Virginia Woolf of Palestinian Literature” whose novels include characters that
are unable to realize the reality behind what they are facing.

Rochelle Davis, an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Georgetown
University, takes another step in Palestinian literature with Palestinian Village
Histories with the aim of examining Palestinians’ village stories in a written
format. By examining the village histories compiled by individual Palestinians
she argues that ‘we can understand which subjects and events contemporary
Palestinians want to include in their history and keep alive to define who they
are.””™ Her work can be accepted as a field combination of historiography,
anthropology, ethnographic research and examination of local history.
Interesting to note, Davis indicates that in total at least 112 books have been
written detailing the history of individual Palestinian villages but three were
published in the Arab world and all but three were written by men. The themes
of Davis books represent similar themes such as right of return with the smell

of olive trees in rural life.

The resistance and historical memories of the Holocaust, the Nakba, and other

tragedies are also taken into consideration within the context of the Palestinian

™ Merriman, Rima Najjar. No Ordinary Place: Writers and Writing in Occupied Palestine.
World Literature Today, May 2012. http://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/2012/may/no-
ordinary-place-writers-and-writing-occupied-palestine-rima-najjar-merriman#.VVUaQo46qgkr

"2 Merriman, Rima Najjar. No Ordinary Place: Writers and Writing in Occupied Palestine.
World Literature Today, May 2012. http://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/2012/may/no-
ordinary-place-writers-and-writing-occupied-palestine-rima-najjar-merriman#.VVUaQo46qgkr
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literature. The analysis of these memoirs presents a study on fears of extinction
on both sides in terms of considering both stereotyping and the relation of what
is written and what has been discussed. Kanafani’s study of "Literature of
Resistance in Occupied Palestine™ is the first application of the term
“resistance” (magdwamah) as a description of Palestinian literature in 1966.”
In his study, Kanafani puts critical proposes with a distinction between "under
occupation” (taht al-ihtildl) literature and “exile" (manfa) literature.” This
distinction between under occupation and exile literature brings the assumption
of a collective relationship based on three ‘common’: common land with a
common identity and a common cause. In this way, it becomes possible to
articulate the difference between the two modes of historical and political

5576

existence, between, that is, "occupation” and "exile. In other words,

literature is accepted as an implication of struggle.

Stuart Kaufman’s argument puts Palestinian literature at the core of
Palestinian- Israeli conflict by mentioning the significance of nationalist
narratives for triggering national identity and existential fears of both sides.”’
He further indicates that both Palestinians and Israelis have powerful narratives
defining one group as victim and one group as victimizer. In this regard, these
and related narratives on each side foster the growth of stereotypes that the

other is responsive only to force and violence. He categorizes Palestinian

" Harlo, Barbara. Return to Haifa: "Opening the Borders" in Palestinian Literature, Social
Text, No. 13/14, Winter - Spring, 1986, pp. 3-23

"> Kanafani, Ghassan. Literature of Resistance in Occupied Palestine: 1948-1966. Beirut,
Institute for Arab Research, 1982.

"8 Harlo, Barbara. Return to Haifa: "Opening the Borders" in Palestinian Literature, Social
Text, No. 13/14, Winter - Spring, 1986, pp. 3-23

" Kaufman, Stuart J. Societal Identity and the Roots of Future Conflict. University of
Kentucky, October 2003,
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/cia/nic2020/kaufman_panel2_nov6.pdf

35



narratives as ‘“Charter” narrative, “Declaration” narrative, and “Islamist”
narrative. At the Charter narrative part, he supports his arguments about
nationalistic stereotypes taking PLO Charter into consideration. Declaration
narrative part covers the analysis of Palestinian Declaration of Independence
and lastly, Islamist narrative part represents Hamas Charter by associating the
land with religious explanations. In addition to analyzing these nationalist
stereotypes, Kaufman argues that in order to have peace at the end between
Palestinians and Israelis, these nationalistic narratives must change their

perspective in a peaceful manner to stabilize both sides.”

The beginning of Nuha N. Khoury’s analysis starts with a critical question that
is easy to ask but hard to answer within the framework of Palestinian
Literature: “Where are you from?” Khoury argues that since Palestinian
literature narratives focusing on self and ‘being’ and it is not possible to place
the origin of people on a single map, it is not easy to answer this question
clearly. However, Khoury indicates that “but to go into the details of the
experiences that constitute our being, that speak of the temporal depth of the
map as opposed to its two-dimensional reality, that present us as at a point in
the narrative journeys of our lives, is more than the incidental moment can bear
and certainly more than the tourist of identities is willing to hear.”” In this
regard, the question ‘Where are you from?’ must be replied by considering
different dimensions on fixity with the assumption of “cannot exist without”

rather than a single word.

Ali Hakim’s work on how historical narratives frustrate Israeli- Palestinian

peace represents that Palestinian narrative very differently takes the issue from

’® Kaufman, Stuart J. Societal Identity and the Roots of Future Conflict. University of
Kentucky, October 2003,
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/cia/nic2020/kaufman_panel2_nov6.pdf

7 Khoury, Nuha N. Where Are You From? Writing Home in Palestinian Children’s Literature,
Third Text, 2010, 24:6, 697-718.
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Israelis. In this regard, Hakim indicates that several factors have a direct impact
on the both sides of narratives concerning expansion on settlements such as
societal identity, religious difference and who came to the land first question.
He combines his views tightly with historical experiences, or in a clear manner,
traumas, that have been faced with through years. With regard to the expansion
of settlements, Halim demonstrates the significant difference of narratives
between Israelis and Palestinians since both sides’ focus differs from one
another. Hakim demonstrates that Palestinians accept the expansion of
settlement simply as further Israeli encroachment upon their land. By taking
Palestinians’ views, he indicates that to many Palestinians, it is a violation of
the very spirit of the Oslo Accords, a series of agreements signed by Israel and
the Palestinian Liberation Organization, specifying that facts on the ground
should not be changed unilaterally without prior talks.®® In this regard, Ali
Hakim’s works demonstrate how security perspective can change in

accordance with the point that the scholar or any reader stands on.

To conclude this part, by taking these works into account, it can be argued that
Palestinian literature demonstrates Palestinians’ resentment, their insecurity
both for present and future lives, their fears in terms of being exiled, arrested
and beaten up. In this regard, there is a direct relation between Palestinian
historiography and Palestinian literature parts since their experiences are
reflected in the novels, stories and poems. In other words, it is seen that these

experiences have created and become a part of Palestinian societal identity.

To sum up the works that are presented in this part, Rima Najjar Merriman,
Rochelle Davis and Nuha N. Khourys’ works provide to see the common
themes of Palestinian novels and poems which can be summarized as

displacement, exile, alienation from the world and endurance. Apart from this,

8 Hakim, Ali. Writer’s Block: How Historical Narratives Frustrate Israeli-Palestinian Peace,
Harvard Political Review, Middle East, April 19, 2015.
http://harvardpolitics.com/world/writers-block/
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the reflection of historical memories of the Holocaust, the Nakba on novels are
represented in Kanafani’s study of "Literature of Resistance in Occupied
Palestine”. The impact of historical experiences on Palestinians is also
represented with Barbara Mckean Parmenter’s Giving Voice to Stones: Place
and Identity in Palestinian Literature book which provides readers the
opportunity to examine novels and short stories in Palestinian literature before
1948. Ali Hakim’s work takes the issue from another point of view by
examining how historical narratives affect Israeli- Palestinian peace. Lastly,
Stuart Kaufman’s argument demonstrates the impact of nationalist narratives

on Palestinians and Israelis since they trigger the national identity and fears.

The works that are presented in this part can be accepted as a basis for
understanding the common themes and their examinations. The chosen novels
in this thesis also reflect the same nature in terms of demonstrating the impact

of historical experiences and societal identity on writers’ security perspectives.
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CHAPTER 3

SUAD AMIRY: SHARON & MY MOTHER IN LAW AND NOTHING

TO LOSE BUT YOUR LIFE

Suad Amiry’s Sharon and My Mother in Law and Nothing to Lose but Your
Life novels presents Palestinians’ daily life in Ramallah with a critical focus on
the difficulties that they experience. In the Sharon and My Mother in Law
novel, readers have the opportunity to read Amiry’s dairy that reflects her
feelings and problems as result of the occupation. With the Nothing to Lose but
Your Life novel, Amiry shares experiences to be a Palestinian worker who tries
to pass the Israeli side illegally to find a job. The summaries of two novels are

presented below.
Summaries of the Novels

Suad Amiry’s Sharon and My Mother in Law novel presents writer’s
experiences during Israeli invasion of Ramallah in March 2002. The novel
begins with the explanation of Amiry’s feelings at check point while she is
talking to an Israeli soldier. With Amiry’s internal replies to the Israeli soldier,
readers find the opportunity to understand the difficulties that Palestinians
experience during their travel. Since the novel is a diary, Amiry shares her
daily experiences by adding her feelings in it. In the novel, as a result of the
occupation, Amiry describes how she takes her mother in law from the other
side of the town and mentions her act as ‘the adventure’ since her mother in
law’s home is located in a place where entrance is not permitted. Amiry
explains with a fluent description how difficult to live with her mother in law
since she asks too many questions to her. The novel also presents Amiry’s
feelings towards Israeli soldiers and officers. Since Amiry is getting waited for
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taking necessary documents to let her travel, she decides to ask it and goes to
the Israeli office. She describes her furious attitude towards the Israeli officer
since she opens the door without permission and asks her document by
shouting at him. At the end, Amiry takes the document and she shares her
feelings in addition to her analysis of Israeli officer’s behavior towards her.
Amiry also goes to an event by Israeli authorities upon invitation where they
are handed over their documents related to their right to travel. At that place,
she analyzes Palestinians’ insecure behavior and compares them to Palestinian
children who freely act next to the Israeli soldiers. All in all, Suad Amiry’s
Sharon and My Mother in Law lightens Palestinians’ daily difficulties. Readers
can imagine the atmosphere of Ramallah thanks to Amiry’s description and

experiences.

Amiry’s other novel, Nothing to Lose but Your Life explains her 18 hour
journey with Murad who is a 21 year old Palestinian laborer. At the beginning
of the novel, Amiry listens to Murad’s story that is composed of economic
hardships and daily difficulties. Murad tells her that he cannot find jobs in his
own land and since he must gain money, he passes to the Israeli side illegally
to find daily jobs. With the conversation between them, readers understand that
although Palestinians do not prefer this illegal act, they have no other choice.
Following the conversation between them, Amiry decides to join Murad and
his friends to experience the 18 hour journey of finding jobs. She changes her

look and becomes a Palestinian worker.

Amiry meets with other workers and they go to the forest in order to pass to the
Israeli side. To escape from being shot by Israeli soldiers, they wait the night.
During this period, Amiry shares other worker’s experiences. She draws
readers’ attention to a child who also waits with them to pass to the Israeli side
in order to find a daily job. With her description, readers realize the economic

problems of Palestinians since a Palestinian child is forced to gain money.
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Amiry’s description of passing the Israeli side reflects the danger that
Palestinians experience. They run fast and have no time to wait for the other
workers. After passing to the Israeli side, Amiry meets with the workers who
have also successfully ran away from Israeli soldiers. Murad explains Amiry
that they have to take the bus to go to the place where they will meet with
Israeli employers. They change their poor looking clothes in order not to be
spotted by Israeli soldiers at the bus since they have no IDs. At this point,
Murat says that Israeli soldiers do not usually check the IDs, however, if they
suspect from any person, they force him to show it. Luckily, Israeli soldier
does not ask their ID. Amiry describes her feelings and anxiety to her reader in
detail. Through the novel, Amiry explains that some workers can find daily
jobs whereas some of them cannot. After turning back to their land, Amiry
ends the novel by mentioning how hard to be a Palestinian worker who takes
the risk of being killed to find a daily job.

In this regard, Suad Amiry’s Sharon and My Mother in Law and Nothing to
Lose but Your Life novels represent how Palestinians are always concerned
with their security since they are surrounded with security images by the
Israelis. In other words, Palestinians meet with security troubles in their daily
lives as a result of Israel’s attempt to suppress them. In this regard, apart from
analyzing a West Bank originated Palestinian writer’s security perspective, it
can be said that for any Palestinian, security is not an ordinary term to be used
or analyzed; instead, security is the basic stone of their lives. With the impact
of their historical experiences and their deep rooted societal identity, they feel
insecure, anxious and they daily struggle with security related difficulties such
as check point, being arrested or being killed. In this regard, Amiry’s security
perspective reflects all these realities to her readers with a warm and simple

explanation.

In this chapter, social identity theory will be used in order to explain the impact

societal identity on Amiry’s security perspective through novel analysis. Tajfel
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states that due to reduced capacities in processing information, we define
categories and schemes to encode and decode messages.® In this sense, Tajfel
mentions the categorization of people into groups for simplification of social
interaction understanding. Tajfel and Turner summarize: “social
categorizations are conceived here as cognitive tools that segment, classify, and
order the social environment, and thus enable the individual to undertake
many forms of social action...They create and define the individual’s place in
society.® To take a further step, Tajfel demonstrates that social stereotypes can
be occurred in case of sharing social categorizations at group level. In other
words, if social categorizations are shared by all group members, they function
as “social stereotypes” and help interpret, explain, and even justify our

behavior.®®

Amiry’s two novels of analyses demonstrate social categorizations and social
stereotypes in Palestinian societal identity. As mentioned at the theoretical
debate part, the social categorizations are determined as Israeli soldiers and
police as the portrait of cruelty, historical experiences and Israelis as others.
The examples and social stereotypes that are chosen for the analysis are
contextualized in a manner that any reader of this work can realize both
associations of societal identity factors and the points that reflect the writer’s

security perspective.

At the end of each novel, examples that demonstrate writer’s security

understanding are taken to underline how the writer frees herself from the

81 Tajfel, H. Individuals and Groups in Social Psychology. British Journal of Social and
Clinical Psychology, 1979, 18, pp. 183-190.
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impact of societal identity and takes an outer look not only for examining her
security perspective but also for showing the impact of societal identity on
Palestinian people. At this point, the concept of transformative security must be
utilized for a clear comprehension. The transformative security perspective
reflects the points how the writer’s security perspective changes. Although it is
a significant fact that chosen writers are also Palestinian and their novels also
include the impact of sociectal identity, writer’s some explanations reflect
critical analysis of their own societal identity. These explanations are made by
taking an outside look to their situation and are resulted in freeing their security
perspective from the impact of the factors that Palestinian identity brings to
them. In this regard, transformative security part demonstrates these moments
where the writer takes an outer look and analyzes her own security perspective

critically.

To put the words together for introduction, both two novel analyses represent
how Amiry’s security perspective is affected by the societal identity. Only in
some situations, she takes a stepback, provides an outsider’s perspective and
criticizes herself. In this regard, Amiry’s security perspective is under the

impact of societal identity despite these several critical moments.
3.1 Sharon & My Mother in Law

The Sharon and My Mother-in-Law that is written by Suad Amiry is created
from her diary and sent e-mails to her friends in order to share her experiences
during lIsraeli invasion of Ramallah in March 2002. Interestingly, Amiry
mentions that she has not aimed to write a novel, rather, she has wanted to
share her experiences and feelings during these chaotic days. Despite her
warnings to her friends about the secrecy of her mails, Amiry’s experiences
created the Sharon and My Mother- in- Law novel that is published and
translated into many languages. In her words, Amiry says “I started writing

emails for my friends and my relatives and my niece and I said ‘Please don’t
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share it with anybody.’ Little I knew I would be in Australia, Washington and

everywhere discussing this with you.”

In the novel, the life in Ramallah is presented to her readers with the
description of daily difficulties. The beginning of the novel reflects the
problematic relations between Israelis and Palestinians with Amiry’s talking to
the Israeli police at the check point. The questions of Israeli police and Amiry’s
effort to explain the reason of her travel in detail demonstrates the security
problem between two sides. From then on, Amiry has frequently faced a
passage problem. It is seen that Amiry struggles with permission for her travel
and this struggle can be observed effectively while Amiry is waiting for the
necessary documentation for allowing passage to the other side. Since she kept
waiting for a long time for permission, Amiry goes to the Israeli office and

argues with the Israeli officer to get the document. Only then she gets it.

In the novel, it is observed that Amiry’s problems are not only about the
permission. The novel takes the readers into Amiry’s home where the Israeli
army is just nearly located. Amiry’s description demonstrates that the reader is
welcomed to a home where even making a cup of coffee can be labeled as a
‘dangerous’ movement since the Israeli officers can get nervous and shoot at
her. Amiry introduces her family as well, especially her mother in law who
lives alone at the other side of the town near to Arafat’s headquarters. The
difficulties that Amiry has been facing during the occupation and the
‘adventure’ that she must take her mother in law from the other side of the
town during the occupation is explained with a fluent description and daily
language instead of formality. Because of the Israeli occupation of Ramallah
and other Palestinian territories, Amiry has to live with her 92-year-old mother-

in-law after her adventure of taking her from the other side. Readers realize

8 Amiry, Suad. Talk on Nothing to Lose but Your Life at The Jerusalem Fund for Education
and Community Development, June 29,2010.
http://thejerusalemfund.org/ht/display/ContentDetails/i/14118
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Amiry’s patience towards her mother in law since she talks much and asks

questions to her at each moment.

The dog image that is located at the center of the cover represents Amiry’s dog,
Nura in order to draw readers’ attention to the writer’s critical memory.
Tragically, Nura is not an ordinary dog in Palestine and he is luckier than most
Palestinians since it has ID to enter Jerusalem. Amiry’s experience with Nura
tells more than the whole novel to analyze how Amiry’s Security perspective is
created. By using her dog’s passport, she is let by the Israeli soldier to pass
Jerusalem since she explains that Nura is not able to drive but she can. The
novel represents realities, unfortunately, that Palestinians -including Suad
Amiry- face daily. In this regard, the security perspective analysis demonstrates
the land where fear is mixed with social identities. The cover of the novel can

be seen at figure 1.
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Sharon and My Mother-in-Law

“Full of marvelously detailed, colorful human complication, as funny as it is

galling and heartbreaking.” —Tony Kushner, author of Angels in America

Figure 2: The Cover of the Sharon and My Mother in Law Novel
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The factors that create deep rooted Palestinian societal identity can also be
observed in Suad Amiry’s Sharon and My Mother in Law novel. With her
fluent descriptions, it can be comprehended that uncertainty, feeling insecure
towards Israeli soldiers, police and officers at the check points and anxiety of
being arrested, killed or beaten up by them are the similar significant societal

identity impacts on Amiry’s security perspective.

In addition to these similar societal identity impacts, it can be argued that deep
rooted anxiety and insecurity can also be observed with different shapes in
Amiry’s novel in accordance with the situation she has faced with. One of them
demonstrates itself as anxiety over been photographed at an ordinary Israeli
meeting. In this regard, Amiry shows the same reaction of other Palestinians at
the meeting, feeling insecure and does not want to show her face up to cameras
since she thinks that these photographs can be used as evidence. Another
example covers the usage of historically rooted words, for instance, hajjeh by
an Israeli soldier to her. This word reminds Amiry of Palestinian occupation
years and she feels totally insecure towards the soldier. In this regard, usage of
historical words is another impact of societal identity on Amiry’s security

perspective.

The significant points demonstrate where and when Amiry’s security
perspective frees itself from the impact of the Palestinian societal identity and
becomes “transformative” can be comprehended with the help of two examples
from the novel. One of these occurs when Amiry takes a Jew to her car who
has had a heart attack. With the dialogue between the Jewish man and Amiry, it
can be understood that Amiry relaxes herself about the rightness of taking a
man to a nearest hospital regardless of being Palestinian or Jewish one. She
realizes how societal identity affects her in such a way that she even thinks
what would happen if the Jewish man dies at her car. She analyzes the results
of this possibility not only for herself — being arrested or exiled since his dead

body would be found at her car-but also for Palestinian doctors if the man
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would die in a Palestinian hospital. At the end, after she faces with herself and
realizes the impact of deep rooted societal identity on her in addition to her
experiences. The second point that shows how Amiry’s security perspective
transforms itself comes into the scene during an Israeli meeting where many
Palestinians and also Suad Amiry are invited. Suad Amiry realizes that
Palestinians try to hide their faces towards cameras. She catches these
movements and internally analyzes how Palestinians feel insecure as a result of
historical experiences and create their societal identities within the light of
these traumatic experiences. While she is talking to herself internally, she
explains this situation to her readers and reflects the impact of Palestinian
societal identity in terms of feeling insecure and being uncertain on them. With
her questioning, it can be mentioned that Amiry’s security perspective frees
itself these impacts and becomes transformative within the light of her critical

analysis.

The analysis of Sharon and My Mother in Law novel is categorized into three
parts according to the societal identity factors. At the “Israeli soldiers and
police as the portrait of cruelty part”, Amiry’s experiences at check points with
Israeli soldiers are analyzed in terms of the impact of Palestinian societal
identity on her security perspective. It is argued that Palestinians’ experiences
at check points reflect similarities in terms of feeling insecure and having
anxiety of not being permitted to pass. In this regard, check point is accepted as
one of the social stereotype in Palestinian societal identity that affects writer’s
security perspective as well. At the “Israelis as ‘others’ part, Israeli soldiers
and citizens’ behaviors to Amiry are examined with examples. The fear of
being arrested or killed by Israeli soldiers — similar to all Palestinians- can be
observed through Amiry’s writing. The social categorization here can be seen
with the Amiry’s description of Israelis such as explaining Israeli soldiers look
with ‘huge’ adjective to mention the power that he has against Palestinians. At

the “historical experiences” part, Amiry’s association of historical traumas with
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her current problems is represented. From the analysis of the usage of the
historical words that are accepted as insult by her to Amiry’s memories,
historical experiences part reflects the impact of Palestinian societal identity on
Amiry’s security perspective. Lastly, “transformative security” part
demonstrates Amiry’s realization of the impact of Palestinian societal identity
on her security perspective. This part represents Amiry’s self - realization of

societal categories and social stereotypes.

Israeli Soldiers and Police as the Portrait of Cruelty

The description of Israeli soldiers and police as cruel is one of the societal
identity factors that affect Amiry’s security perspective. In the Sharon and My
Mother in Law novel, Amiry explains her memories about the difficulties that
her father and relatives have experienced at check points. In this regard, while
she is talking to an Israeli soldier, she shares her anxiety with her readers in
detail. Check points can be accepted as one of the social stereotypes that
demonstrate Palestinians’ anxiety since they are forced to explain the reason
for their travel to Israeli soldiers. With the knowledge about the tension at the
check points, Amiry also feels insecure before talking to the Israeli soldiers.
The novel begins with the description of check point where Amiry is at. The
anxious atmosphere that Amiry describes to readers implies the tension of her
experiences. In this regard, check points and talking to Israeli officers can be
accepted as a part of her societal identity. In her words, she says:

“My anxiety and irritation increased as the young woman at passport
control slipped a pink tag into my Palestinian passport. 1, of course,
have no problems either with pink or with being Palestinian. But at that

very moment, all I wanted was a white tag. As | had experienced many
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times before, pink automatically meant at least an extra hour with

security officers at the airport.”

As it can be seen from Amiry’s words, even colors can be associated with
security concerns. Having an extra hour with Israeli officers increases Amiry’s
anxiety and the reader starts to think what would happen during that one extra
hour. Amiry writes her conversation with Israeli officers by not using
quotations; instead, she shares whole conversation to create the insecure
environment that she is surrounded with. In addition to conversations, it is also
observed that Amiry shares her feelings through her internal talks, not as
replies to the Israeli soldiers. In this respect, it can be mentioned that she feels
insecure with them and her actual thoughts are shared with reader instead of

her replies.

Amiry’s internal talks, in this sense, represent her true feelings and essence of
her security perspective. The reply that she only shares with her readers points
out her internal debate in terms of both historical experiences that she has faced
with and the factors that affect her security understanding. Amiry says: “I was
not in the mood to tell him that Damascus is not, as he seemed to think, just
one huge military base filled with SAM-1 and SAM-2 missiles, but rather a
vibrant city, especially our neighborhood in the old town where my
grandfather’s house still stands.”® Amiry’s words underline the shape of her
security perspective; she thinks that the city must be associated with meanings,

not only with “security concerns” such as military base.

Her second internal talk tells more about the difficulties that Palestinians
experience during their travel. Amiry exemplifies her own situation to the

reader to emphasize how security is taken as a basis which only concerns

8 Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.3.

8 Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.7.
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Israelis, not Palestinians at all. Her internal talks can be accepted as a rebellion
which is not heard by Israeli officers but are listened to by her readers. She
shares the road that she would take and the check points to explain the
difficulties created by “security concern”: “I wondered if the officers knew
that I, like many other Palestinians living in the Occupied Territories, needed
many types of permits to move about: a permit to enter Jerusalem, another to
go out to Jordan, a third to enter Israel, a forth to work in Israel, an impossible
one to enter Gaza, and a four-hour permit to use the airport, which gives you
just enough time to get there with no flat tires, lasamahallah (God forbid).”®
In this regard, it is a significant fact that Amiry feels insecure while she is close
to Israeli soldiers but she shares her own feelings with her readers to explain
her real “security understanding”. By providing her road with a mention of
check points, Amiry creates a clear vision of difficulties that Palestinians’

experience in her readers’ eyes.

Amiry’s experiences at check points reflect significant points for analyzing the
impact of Palestinian societal identity on her security perspective. The anxiety
that she feels while she is waiting for talking to Israeli soldier demonstrates
that she is aware of the difficulty that she will encounter. Amiry’s explanation
about the pink tag that is slipped into her Palestinian passport can also be
accepted as a supportive example for this argument. In addition to her
experience, she associates this pink tag with having an extra hour at the airport
since she is Palestinian. In this regard, by taking Amiry’s anxiety of talking to
Israeli soldiers and evaluation of the checking process internally into account,
it can be mentioned that Amiry’s security perspective is affected by her societal

identity.

8 Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.10.
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Israelis as ‘Others’

Similar to the acceptance of Israeli soldiers and police as cruel, labelling
Israelis as ‘others’ can also be accepted as another societal identity factor that
affect Amiry’s security perspective. Suad Amiry’s portrayal of Israeli officers,
police and soldier can also be observed in the same manner in her other novel,
Nothing to Lose but Your Life. It is seen that Amiry reflects her anxiety and the
impact of Israeli officers on her security perspective. During the novel, this
impact can be observed with various examples, but one of the best is taken as
an instance to demonstrate the direct relation of Israeli office ‘label’ as
arresting, beating up or killing. The Israeli office in the novel is presented as
the place where Palestinians are taken to answer Israeli soldiers and officers’
questions about the reason of their travel. While Amiry is at one of the check
places to continue her travel, she is forced to answer the questions of Israeli
officers anxiously. Both mixed feelings of hatred, suppression and anxiety, the
conversation between her and the officers represents how facing Israeli officers

-the powerful- affects Amiry and Palestinians- the powerless against them.

“As a tall and hugely built male officer (obviously her superior) entered
the interrogation room, | was more certain than ever that one should
never take the risk of mixing friendship with security issues, especially
if it concerns the security of Israel. As the two officers exchanged a few
words in Hebrew, my anxiety increased. “What were you doing in
London?” asked the male officer, extremely aggressively, while looking
me straight in the eye. “Dancing” I insisted. “You know that failing to

cooperate with us on security matters will result in your arrest?” &

Amiry’s portrayal of Israeli officer as tall and hugely built reflects the power
that Israeli officer has against her. By reading between the lines, it can be said

that Amiry labels Israeli officers, police and soldiers as “hugely built”, a

8 Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.9.
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description that can be used for explaining a structure instead of describing a
human in words. In this regard, it can be argued that Amiry associates Israeli
officers, police and soldiers with “Israeli power” instead of accepting them as
ordinary people. This assumption can also be supported with the “dark”
adjective used in her other novel, Nothing to Lose but Your Life for the
portrayal of them. Moreover, Israeli officer’s indication of “arresting” as a
threat against her affects Amiry in terms of her security perspective. As a social
categorization, Palestinians feel the risk of being arrested or killed by an Israeli
soldier as a result of their historical experiences. In addition to this, similarly,
since Israeli officers are associated with harassment, cruelty and mostly
“danger”, Amiry feels being threatened as a result of her societal identity and

reflects the same perspective towards them.

Amiry’s description of Isracli soldiers at check points also underlines the
impact of Palestinian societal identity on her. It can be said that the difficulties
that have been facing through their lives, Amiry remembers the inequality
between them. In her novel, it is seen that Amiry shares historical examples
with her readers to clarify that their society must explain their reason of travel
and other private information to the Israeli soldiers in order to pass through
check points. These examples vary according to the situation; some of them are
about her relatives’ experiences whereas others include historical information
and her relatives’ memories. In this regard, it can be argued that her societal
identity affects her security perspective and angers her during the conversation.
Her insistent reply of ‘dancing’ to Israeli soldier can be accepted as a simple
‘rebel” in Palestinian language since it shows resistance. In this regard, with the
impact of her societal identity, she reacts to the Israeli soldier and analyzes
both herself and other Palestinians’ experiences internally. On the other hand,
these internal questions are only shared with readers, not with the Israeli
soldier. This can be accepted as a significant indication of feeling insecure

despite her ‘resistance.’
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In the Sharon and My Mother in Law novel, Amiry remembers her relatives
and memories about her old house. She shares her longing with her readers and
provides details to describe the atmosphere of their house. In the novel, it is
seen that after Amiry is permitted to visit the area, she finds their old house to
revive her memories. She looks at it from outside and desires to enter in.
However, she hesitates to knock the door since a Jewish family might be living
in the house. Despite her anxiety, she knocks the door and explains her
situation to the Jewish woman who opens the door. The woman closes the door
harshly to Amiry after learning that she is a Palestinian and does not permit her

to enter in.

Amiry’s self-preparation for getting the “no” answer from Jewish people who
live in the house reflects the impact of societal identity on her security
perspective. According to the social categorization of Palestinians, Jewish
people are accepted as others and they are afraid of Palestinians. In this regard,
with the impact of her societal identity, Amiry predicts that Jewish family
would not open the door. This prediction associates with the Palestinian
societal identity factor of accepting the “Israelis as others”. Amiry’s
description of this event reflects how Palestinians and Jewish people separate
themselves from each other in accordance with their own security perspective.

“I was extremely hurt, angry, frustrated, mad, what else can I say, when
the Jewish family living in the house did not allow me in. They got so
frightened when they saw me on the doorstep of our/their house. They
simply shut the door and retreated. They would not respond to my
desperate knockings. | was hoping they would open the door, once
more so | could explain to them that | simply wanted to visit the house,
to try to refresh my memories of how things looked. | was curious to
see whether any of the furniture was still there... During the month

before the visit, | had trained myself to restrain my emotions and more
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important, my reactions. No normal emotions or reactions were

allowed. Everything had to be under extreme control.” &

Two critical assumptions can be made from Amiry’s quotation. The very first
one is the association of ‘othering’ image in Palestinian societal identity as an
impact on Amiry’s security perspective. As it is mentioned, the image is placed
in her brain since she has prepared herself psychologically for the scenario of
the impossibility to enter into the house. Since Amiry is affected by her societal
identity and categorizes Israelis as others, she thinks that her reactions would
matter at the end instead of her feelings. It can be argued that the othering
image is here is demonstrated with the significance of reactions since Amiry
does not concern to explain her real desire to enter the house. Within the
absence of ‘othering’ factor, Amiry could explain her reason of visiting the
house rather than thinking the results of knocking the door. From the same
point of view, if the Jewish woman is not affected by her societal identity and
does not have societal category of ‘othering’ Palestinians, she could understand
that Amiry is not a ‘threat’. Secondly, Amiry’s usage of the necessity of
extreme control also connects her experiences to Palestinian historical
experiences by emphasizing indirectly the suppression of Palestinians with the
reason of controlling by Israeli soldiers during occupation times. Amiry’s
sharing of historical memories with the special emphasis of Israelis’ extreme
control over Palestinians can be seen throughout novel. Amiry mentions that
during the occupation times, Palestinians are only permitted to go outside for
getting food and other needs during a short period of time that is determined by
soldiers. Since time is limited, Palestinians do not have chance to visit their
friends and families. Moreover, Israeli soldiers have right to ask any questions
to them and in case of not being answered, they can arrest any Palestinian

without mentioning any special reason. By remembering these memories,

8 Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.22.
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Amiry socially categorizes Israelis as agents of suppression vis a vis

Palestinians.

Historical Experiences

As mentioned in the Palestinian historiography part, Palestinian history
represents traumas and difficulties. The three Palestinian claims — religious,
legal and demographic- that are represented within the context of Palestinian
historiography demonstrate that Palestinians focus on their right to territory
instead of other explanations. In this regard, it can be argued that their
historical struggle to live in this territory can be accepted as a societal identity
factor. Apart from this, the traumas they have experience such as suppression
by Israelis, being arrested or killed bring about different social stereotypes to
them in their daily lives. In this regard, even a word usage can be accepted as a
social stereotype since it reminds an historical trauma. As an example, Amiry’s
reaction to the usage of some words that have historically rooted meanings can
be mentioned as a social stereotype. As the usage of them represents
historically rooted continuation and creates an atmosphere of binding the past
to present via its usage, it can be argued that Amiry’s security perspective is
affected by this social stereotype. She remembers her societal history with the
usage of hajjeh word by an Israeli soldier. Hajjeh meaning old woman in
Arabic language is one of these words that reminds Amiry of her past
experiences in Palestine. This word - within the light of Amiry’s explanation -
is used as an insult to Palestinian women by Israelis. The usage of hajjeh by an
Israeli soldier to Amiry increases her anger towards him. In this regard, it is
seen that the impact of societal identity can be seen on Amiry in terms of

accepting Israeli as “others” concerning her security perspective.

“I don’t know what happened to me at that moment. The word hajjeh,
the immaturity in the shrieking voice of the boyish soldier, the haziness

and darkness, all stirred in me the frustrations of weeks of curfews, the
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aggravation of months’ preparations for the Gulf War, the anger and
resentment caused by the twenty-four-year-long occupation, the

decades of unfulfilled aspirations, the eternal yearning for normality.” %

The yearning for normality can be accepted as a description for the
comprehension of a secure environment for Amiry. In this regard, by taking her
resentment and her past experiences on the one hand, it can be evaluated that
Amiry feels the same insecurity that Palestinians have been feeling through
their experiences as a result of the same events, with the same reasons and also
with the same results that create security factors in Palestinian societal identity.
In this regard, the word ‘hajjeh’ can be accepted as a social stereotype that

affects Amiry’s security perspective since it is used by an Israeli soldier.

Security perspective can even be associated with making cappuccino under
occupation times. In the novel, it is seen that Amiry feels extremely anxious
and insecure since they are not permitted to go outside except for the periods
that Israeli soldiers decide. However, this is not the only difficulty that they
experience since Israeli soldiers have right to enter each and every home at any
time. Thus, Palestinians feels threatened and they try not to annoy Israeli
soldiers. Within this atmosphere, the lines that Amiry shares her experiences
during occupation reflect the essence of naming risky actions, sleepless nights
with anxiety and an insecure environment even in their home. The conversation
between Amiry and Salim at home during occupation days, in this sense, is a
reflection of these fears: “All of a sudden I remembered the last time the Israeli
soldiers were right outside our kitchen windows. So | rushed to the kitchen and
told Salim to be careful, as the cappuccino machine makes too much noise and
hence may be extremely risky.”®* Despite Amiry remembers her own memory,

it can be claimed that she has the same occupation trauma that her society has.

% Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.72.
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Amiry explains the difficulties during occupation time in detail and shares
information about how her society is limited and forced to live the way that
Israelis want. Since she associates Israeli soldiers with ‘threat’ and ‘fear’ as a
social stereotype, although it might not be heard, she warns Salim to be careful

about making noise.

Amiry demonstrates how Palestinians live their lives with limits that had been
put for a long time ago. Amiry visits her friend, Johni when Palestinians are
permitted to go outside to provide their needs in a limited period of time.
During a short conversation while they are experiencing curfew, even an
ordinary talk points out the place of historical experiences in Palestinians’
lives. Amiry represents this conversation to her readers in order to mention
how Palestinians live the life that they are forced to live instead of the life that
they choose. She surprises at the foods that Johni puts on the table since it is
difficult to find them during the curfew days. This surprise demonstrates
Palestinians’ limitations that they experience as a result of Israel’s security
understanding. She gives quotation to this conversation in order to emphasize

how simple to talk about this tragedy but how hard to live it:

“Once the middle coffee table was filled, he started placing things on
the three smaller side tables. “Wow, Johni! It’s as if there isn’t a war!”

said Vera appreciatively. “Our life is a series of wars,” replied Johni.” %

Apart from the difficulties that Palestinians experience during curfew days,
Johni’s describing Palestinians’ lives as a series of war demonstrates the
impact of historical experiences on their security understanding. Although they
know that the curfew days will pass and they will return to their normal living
conditions, it is seen that they lose their hope for their future since they
experience similar events continuously. In this regard, it can be argued that

% Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.70.
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historical experiences of Palestinians affect their security understanding since

they feel insecure and are afraid of experiencing similar events in their future.

The impact of historical experiences on Suad Amiry can be observed through
different examples. It can be argued that Suad Amiry remembers historical
experiences of her society when she feels insecure. Israeli soldiers’ using the
word ‘hajjeh’ can be accepted as one of the examples for this argument. It can
be mentioned that the hajjeh word is a societal stereotype for Palestinians that
reminds them of their traumas. In this regard, Suad Amiry’s reaction to the
Israeli soldier for using the word stems from her historical memories. This
demonstrates the impact of her societal identity on her security perspective.
Moreover, the same situation can also be observed when Amiry feels insecure
as a result of the noise of cappuccino machine since she remembers that Israeli
soldiers were disturbed from it. Amiry’s association of current security events
with historical experiences demonstrates the relation of her insecure feelings
with her societal identity. In this regard, historical experiences as a societal
identity factor can be accepted as a part of Suad Amiry’s life that she

remembers whenever she feels insecure.
Transformative Security

Suad Amiry’s security perspective transformation on the other hand, can be
observed with her questioning herself. In this respect, she talks to herself in the
novel and analyzes how Palestinian societal identity affects her thoughts and
behavior. With four critical moments where Amiry takes herself away from the
place, she realizes the impact of the Palestinian societal identity on her. It can
be said that Amiry realizes this impact when she tries to calm herself under a

stressful condition.

The anxiety of being photographed at an invitation can be the first example of
her security perspective transformation. At the Israeli invitation related to

giving IDs to Palestinians, Palestinians are anxious and react to the people who
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try to take their photos. At this point, it can be argued that this reaction stems
from the security concern since Palestinians think that these photos can be used
as evidence in any case that would be resulted in their arrest, killing or beating
up by Israeli people, mostly police, soldiers and officers during the checking.
Amiry’s attitude towards taking photos demonstrates that her security
perspective reflects similarities to her societal identity at the very first moment.
In her words, “for a second I suspected that many were deliberately hiding

from the TV cameras. Perhaps that’s what I should have done.” %

Amiry’s examination of other Palestinians reflects that she takes herself from
the atmosphere where she is in. Despite other Palestinians, she does not hide
her face, but it is understood that she is not comfortable by doing this. In this
regard, by analyzing the usage of words and their meanings, she takes a
different seat by not hiding from cameras when she realizes how Palestinians
feel insecure. Amiry’s reaction — not hiding from cameras- reflects her
realization of the impact of her societal identity on her security perspective. At
first, she needs to hide similar to the others. With her internal talks, readers
understand that Amiry analyzes her first reaction and reasons behind it. The
reader understands that Amiry realizes how Palestinians feel powerless and
anxious at the place where they are close to Israelis. As a result of feeling
insecure, they need to hide their faces. Since Amiry finds the reason of their
action and analyzes her first unconscious act, she prefers the opposing action.
In this regard, Amiry’s self-analysis reflects her transformative security
perspective since she takes an outer lens and shares this experience with us.
She says:

“The happy ‘illegal’ children, who had accompanied their (so far)
illegal mothers, were playing freely on the grounds of the military

compound. Watching how unintimidated and free these children were,

% Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.38.
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in the most awkward situation, gave me great hope for Palestine.
Occasionally, in passing, the anxious mothers would ask their children
to be quiet: “Khalas yamma, hala’ el-jundi bi tukhna (Stop it, otherwise,

the Israeli soldier will shoot us.)” **

From Amiry’s description, several evaluations can be made both for her
transformative security perspective and examination of the impact of
Palestinian societal identity on people. Beginning with the impact of
Palestinian societal identity on people, Amiry’s description of children as
“free” reflects that societal identity creates peoples’ behaviors. Amiry observes
that each Palestinian feels insecure and forgets their freedom when there are
Israeli soldiers around. Her observation relates to their anxious behavior. In
this regard, with the impact of their societal identity, Palestinians including
Suad Amiry do not behave normal. Related to her analysis, Amiry realizes that
children who are not aware where they are, reacts ‘normal’ and ‘free” without
thinking about Israelis. In this regard, it can be argued that since children have
not socially categorized Israelis yet, they behave ‘freely’. At that point, Amiry
puts their mother into the scene who makes their children fear from lIsraeli
soldiers. In this regard, the mother image represents Palestinian societal
identity that associates Israeli soldiers with shooting at Palestinians.

Amiry’s feeling great hope for the future of the Palestinians while she is
watching children who are playing freely in the place must be analyzed
separately in terms of her transformative security perspective. It can be
mentioned that her association of children with freedom results in hoping that
one day Palestinians would not fear from Israeli soldiers. Instead, they would
take their ‘freedom’ and would be accepted as equal. By combining Amiry’s

hope and examination of Palestinians in terms of determining the impact of

% Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004, p.38.
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Palestinian societal identity on children, it is clear that her security perspective

transforms from being socially constructed to be self-generated.

Amiry’s taking an Israeli to the Palestinian hospital while he is having a heart
attack shows the acceptance of the ‘other’ image of both sides in addition to
her realization of the impact of societal identity on her security perspective. In
her novel, Amiry writes that she and her nephew finds a man who is having a
heart attack. Amiry takes him at her car to take a hospital. Until now, what has
been told is a simple and expected reaction of each and every human living in
the world. However, at the car, the man asks Amiry the name of hospital that
she takes him for help. Amiry finds this question as ‘absurd’ and mentions the
Palestinian hospital name which is the closest to their location. The man
understands that both Amiry and her nephew are Palestinians. This question
and answer period brings about Amiry’s insecure feelings on the scene. She
starts to think the possible scenarios and their results not for herself and her
nephew but also for the Palestinian doctors that would be responsible for the
Israeli man. Reading and analyzing Amiry’s words at this part of the novel
demonstrates that how security is a knife that can cut each and every person’s

finger at any time.

“All of a sudden the absurdity of the situation dawned on me. What if
he had a fatal heart attack in the backseat of my car? Would the Israeli
police ever believe | was just trying to help? It had happened without
my giving it any thought. | simply meant to take him to hospital. Oh,
God, what a mess. What would the Israeli army do once they found his
abandoned car? There would definitely be a countrywide alert any

minute now. I didn’t want to think about how many young Palestinian
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men would be arrested as suspects, due to my irresponsible, thoughtless

act.” 95

Although Amiry analyzes possible scenarios for her and Palestinian doctors, it
is seen that by using the word ‘absurdity’ for the situation with which she has
been facing reflects that she does not put the man into ‘other’ people category
and regardless of his nationality, she tries to help him. With her continuous
explanation, it is understood that Amiry realizes how deep rooted ‘other’ image

has been developed between Palestinians and Israelis.

For the Sharon and My Mother in Law novel, it can be analyzed that Amiry’s
security perspective is mostly affected and shaped by the impact of Palestinian
societal identity since only at some critical moments she analyzes herself and
takes look from outside for the examination. In this regard, novel mostly
represents the factors that create Palestinian societal identity and its impact on
writer’s security perspective. It can be argued that the impact of historical
experiences, hatred from Israelis, feeling insecure at check points are directly
associated with Amiry’s security perspective in the Sharon and My Mother in
Law novel. Amiry only examines the impact of societal identity on her own
security perspective at several moments such as helping Jewish people or

examining Palestinians who are hiding their faces from cameras.

To conclude the analysis of the Sharon and My Mother in Law novel, it can be
argued that Suad Amiry’s security perspective must be analyzed within the
light of societal identity factors. The development of these societal identity
factors represents Palestinians’ repeated historical traumas as a result of Israeli
limitations. Amiry’s social categorizations can be observed with her insecure
feelings towards Israelis at check points and her visit to her old house. Amiry’s

internal talks, in this sense, demonstrate the othering of Israelis as well.

% Amiry, Suad. Sharon and My Mother in Law: Ramallah Diaries. Anchor Books, 2004,
p.124.
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Moreover, social stereotypes such as usage of words illustrate how Palestinians
including Suad Amiry associates her historical experiences with current events.
In this regard, My Mother in Law novel can be accepted as the first step to

analyze the impact of societal identity on Amiry’s security perspective.

3.2 Nothing to Lose but Your Life

Suad Amiry’s Nothing to Lose but Your Life novel provides the opportunity of
observing the difficulties of being a Palestinian worker to its readers. In her
novel, Suad Amiry, after listening to the tragic life story of them, experiences
the same struggle with an ordinary jobless Palestinian worker who tries to pass
secretly from the border to get work in Israel. With Murad, 21 year-old
Palestinian laborer, Mohammad and Murad’s brother who try to pass to the
Israeli side illegally to find daily jobs, Amiry joins to their life in order to
experience the difficulty they have been facing.

At the very beginning, Amiry introduces many stories based on Palestinians by
referring Murad’s explanation to her; what it means for him and his colleagues
to get to Israel that day, after the building of the wall, to find a job.*® The more
stories Amiry listened to, the more enthusiastic to join Murad and the other
workers on their trip to find a job in Israel. She takes all men clothes and turns
into Saud instead of Suad in order to experience a Palestinian worker’s
adventure to find job. With Mohammad and his friends, Amiry also

experiences passing Israel illegally to find jobs.

The novel is composed of two parts and at the middle one can find Amiry’s
experience while facing with the Wall. She says in one of her speeches that the
West Bank part of the wall represents the harassment of Palestinians. In other

words, she mentions that the ordinary meaning of going across the wall differs

% The Jerusalem Fund for Education and Community Development, Nothing to Lose but Your
Life with Ms. Suad Amiry, Tuesday, June 29, 2010.
http://thejerusalemfund.org/ht/display/ContentDetails/i/14118
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for Palestinians since it seperates two sides from each other unequally.”’ In this
regard, Amiry’s security perspective is also evaluated based on which side she
is on. While Amiry is on “their” land, the only thing that triggers her anxiety is
to meet an Israeli soldier since she thinks that this ‘meeting’ may result in
being arrested, beaten up or killed. In this regard, it can be said that the
portrayal of Israeli soldier and check point police represent similar anxieties of
her society that has impact on Amiry’s security perspective. While she is on the
“other” side, it can be argued that she is more insecure since she has frequently
been checked by Israeli officers during their venture. The wall part represents
her sorrow that is written with deep senses by putting aside her security

concern.

Both social identity theory and Israel’s societal security dilemma can be used
to analyze Amiry’s security perspective analysis on theoretical explanation.
Since the novel represents the difficulties of Israeli workers, the impact of
limitations that can be accepted as a result of its societal security dilemma is
observed in Palestinian societal structure. Palestinians cannot find jobs and feel
insecure for their future in their own land because of economic hardships. In
the novel, the high degree of economic hardships can be observed significantly
since Palestinian workers even takes the risk of being shot by Israeli soldiers
while they are trying to pass to the Israeli side illegally in the forest. Apart
from this, within the context of social identity theory, workers and Amirys’
societal categorizations are represented to the reader with the explanations of
the examples from the novel. The impact of historical experiences on Amiry
triggers her security perspective to accept all Israelis as others. Moreover,
societal stereotypes are also presented within the light of her description of the

events in the novel.

% The Jerusalem Fund for Education and Community Development, Nothing to Lose but Your
Life with Ms. Suad Amiry, Tuesday, June 29, 2010.
http://thejerusalemfund.org/ht/display/ContentDetails/i/14118
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The analysis of the Nothing to Lose but Your Life novel represents examples
and their critical evaluation from each part that Suad Amiry mentions in order
to have a clear comprehension of how her security perspective is shaped by her
societal identity. With the same contextualization, the analysis of the Nothing
to Lose but Your Life novel represents both associations with deep rooted
societal identity factors. These associations are presented with the same titles,
used in the first novel analysis. This novel also represents critical movements
that can be placed under the title of transformative security. On the other hand,
similar to the first novel, the impact of societal identity on writer’s security
perspective is more clearly represented. In this sense, the Nothing to Lose but
Your Life novel also demonstrates that Suad Amiry’s security perspective is

shaped with the impact of Palestinian societal identity.

Israeli Soldiers and Police as the Portrait of Cruelty

Similar to the Sharon and My Mother in Law novel, showing ID to Israeli
police at check point can be accepted as one of the markers for the analysis of
security perspectives. To put it more clearly, it can be mentioned that facing
with Israeli soldiers or police at check points and showing them ID turns into a
security syndrome for Palestinians. By socially categorizing Israelis,
Palestinians feel insecure and anxious at check points while they are talking to
Israeli soldiers since previously they have experienced traumas as a result of
these kinds of conversations with them. In this regard, acceptance of Israeli
soldiers and police can be determined as a societal stereotype. With the Israeli
soldier and police portrayal described in the Amiry’s Nothing to Lose but your
Life novel, it can be mentioned that Amiry’s security perspective is not self-
generated; rather, it has developed through experiences harmonized with
Palestinian social identity. As one of the examples from check-point moments,
Amiry’s description of showing their ID cards with Mohammad reflects that as
another Palestinian, Mohammad has also the same anxiety when they meet
Israeli police. Although they have right to pass without any problem since they
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have ID’s, they still feel insecure as they expect to have a problematic

conversation with them.

“It was past eleven at night when | took my ID out of my pocket in the
preparation for the Israeli soldiers at ‘Atara check-point, one of the
three hundred and sixty check points separating from Palestine to
Palestine. This particular one separated Ramallah from other Palestinian
towns and villages located in the northern district of Nablus.
Mohammad did the same. He got his ID out of his pocket and prepared
himself psychologically to be checked. He combed back his long black
hair with his fingers. ‘We are going to visit your family... right?’ |
wanted to make sure that Mohammad and | gave exactly the same
responses to the Israeli soldiers when asked where we were heading at
this late hour. ‘Right’ was Mohammad’s brief reply. Once more,
Mohammad and | were quiet, this time in anticipation of our first

check-point encounter.”

Suad Amiry’s mention of “preparation of psychologically for checking” is a
clear indication of this anxious atmosphere. In addition to questioning the
borders that separates Palestine from Palestine, it is seen that Suad Amiry’s
explanation of where to go for what aim reflects its socially constructed
security perspective. Since Amiry is aware that they will be kept waiting for
long hours in case of wrong replies, she answers Israeli soldier’s questions with
the same replies as Mohammad. Amiry remembers the results of Palestinians’
‘wrong’ conversations with Israelis and warns Mohammad by gazing to him.
In this regard, it can be argued that Amiry’s analysis of any given conversation
to Israeli soldiers by remembering her societal traumas reflects the impact of
her societal identity on her security perspective. Moreover, it is also seen that

giving the “right” answers to Israeli police is a critical point for analysis. From

%% Amiry, Suad. Nothing to Lose but Your Life. Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing,
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Amiry’s brief reply of “visiting family” to the Israeli soldiers as an aim of her
travel and Mohammad’s brief reply of ‘yes’, it can be observed that meeting
with Israeli police and talking to them take a part of Amiry’s creation of
security perspective. In this regard, it can be said that Amiry’s security
perspective rebels against the checker- who have the power- and checked- who

is powerless than others.

In the novel, it is seen that although Amiry and Mohammad have right to pass
at the check point, they continue their road from illegal ways. They meet with
other workers who are friends of Mohammad at the special places to hide from
Israeli soldiers. After they meet with them, they turn their way to the forest
where they will pass secretly to Israel to find daily jobs. Amiry explains that
Mohammad and friends know the places of Israeli soldiers who control the
forest to prevent illegal passing. In this regard, they have to control Israeli
soldiers and wait for the evening to hide from them. On the other hand, how
many hours that they will wait are unknown since Israeli soldiers may realize

them.

The moments while Suad Amiry and Mohammad are trying to hide from Israeli
soldiers in the forest in order to pass to the other side of the border, Amiry’s
description of workers and the environment that surrounding them
demonstrates both difficulties and fear. Amiry mentions that she has
understood why workers must be fit since they must be athletic for running
away in case of escaping from Israeli soldiers. In this sense, the Nothing to
Lose but Your life novel takes security not as a term, rather, an ordinary life
situation that all Palestinians are experiencing during each and every minute of
their lives from different angles. The very first angle represents the economic
hardship that families have to struggle with. In order to find work for money,
Palestinians ignore the risk of being shot by an Israeli soldier to pass the border

since they could not find job in ‘their land’.

68



The Nothing to Lose but Your Life novel also allows Israel’s security dilemma
to be used as a theoretical analysis. It can be argued that since Israel limits
Palestinians from different angles because of its own security concerns such as
illegal usage of territory for its own benefits, Palestinians struggle with
economic hardships in terms of agricultural work. Apart from agricultural
work, Amiry explains that workers prefer the illegal passing to Israel since they
can gain more money in Israeli side and cannot find jobs in their own land. In

this sense, the Israel’s limitations affect Palestinian living standards cruelly.

The second angle represents a critical point similar to the portrayal of Israeli
soldier example in Amiry’s description. While workers and Amiry are trying to
hide from these soldiers, they label themselves as ‘insecure’ identities and
Israelis as ‘powerful’. In this sense, again, it can be argued that in addition to
Amiry’s experience of this ‘trip’, her security perspective has been affected not
only by workers but also by historical memoirs that she had known. The social
categorization of Israeli soldiers can be seen from Amiry’s description in
addition to the workers’ explanations. It is seen that especially workers force
themselves to accept the situation by explaining that it is Palestinians’ destiny
to experience these hardships since their brothers and fathers experienced the
same problems. The moments that Amiry is trying to escape from soldiers with

workers represent how insecure she feels:

“With the mysteriousness and darkness and the growing level of noise, I
was becoming increasingly apprehensive that some cat-eyed soldier
might spot us and shoot at us (meaning, shoot me), beat us up (meaning
beat me up), or arrest us (meaning arrest me). While | was
contemplating which one | would be subjected to tonight, my three-
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option hallucinations of a shooting, a beating and an arrest came to an

end as I heard someone swear out load, ‘Oh no..” %

With Amiry’s three options, it can be said that she codes in her mind that
meeting with an Israeli soldier at night might be resulted in being arrested,
shot, or beaten. The possibilities that she thinks reflects the impact of historical
experiences on her since she even does not consider talking to an Israeli soldier
as a solution. In this regard, it is a significant fact that Amiry observes Israeli
soldiers as ‘others’ with the impact of the environment she is in and workers’

condition.

Amiry’s description of a child worker demonstrates the ‘danger’ she feels
during the trip since she thinks internally that he needs a father for protection.
The critical usage of the word ‘protection’ tells more than the whole sentence
within the framework of security perspective analysis. Amiry questions the
process of passing the border secretly and its reasons. She labels this process as
‘dangerous’ with feeling insecure not only for her but also for a young boy who
has to find a job by himself under these conditions: “I somehow felt he needed
a protective father on this trip, and he must have felt he needed a protective

mother, too.” *%°

Amiry’s analysis on the reasons of this illegal passing can be evaluated with
Israel’s societal security dilemma theory. The conditions that Palestinians and
Suad Amiry experiences reflect that even children must find work at young
ages in order to live in their territory. The limitations by Israel affects
Palestinian living standards and they have no other choice to continue their

lives except for passing the other side to find jobs. In this regard, this chaotic
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environment in Palestine brings about insecure feelings to society. In other
words, as a result of these limitations that continue through their history,
Palestinians tend to feel insecure next to Israelis and create social
categorizations that affect their security perspective. This process can also be
accepted for Suad Amiry by analyzing her novels.

Historical Experiences

Amiry’s novel reflects that even taking a photograph while both Amiry and
workers are sitting on the forest waiting the night to come can be evaluated as
an ‘insecure’ movement. At the forest, Amiry sits with workers and listens to
their life stories. During conversations, one of the workers wants to take a
photograph of another worker as a joke. Amiry watches them carefully at that
moment. The photographed worker becomes anxious about the photo and yells
at the other. In this regard, Mohammad’s taking picture of the scenery and his
friends on the forest turns into a problem between workers since they accept
these photographs as evidence in their mind for taking an illegal step. On the
other hand, they do not even think that these photographs can be taken
carelessly by anyone in the morning and there is nothing illegal for this act.

Amiry describes these moments as:

“Mohammad was still playing around with his phone-camera when two
workers approached to him, and one furiously said, ‘Hey, you don’t
take my photo... Do you understand? I tell you, don’t take my photo,’

he repeated.” '

Amiry’s writing this memory in her novel reflects that taking photograph is
also coded as dangerous since these photographs can be used as evidence for
their future. Similar to the Palestinians’ reaction at the invitation in the Sharon

and My Mother in Law novel, it can be argued that even taking photographs is
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also a societal stereotype in Palestinian society. With the social categorization
of accepting Israelis as others and powerful, Palestinian workers do not want to
take photographs since they can be used as evidence by Israelis one day. In this
regard, these social categorizations and the societal stereotype of taking
photograph can be accepted as a societal impact on Palestinians.

During the “photo crisis”, Amiry’s questioning of safety for workers reflects
her security perspective. She says that “I was still thinking of the guy and the
paradox of sneaking into Israel for safety. It was safer for some of them in
Israel than in their own villages in the West Bank.” %% In analysis of security
perspective portrait, it can be argued that Amiry feels secure at her own land,
West Bank, if she does not meet any Israeli police and soldiers. However,
when an “Israeli” not as a man, but as a created fear image, is added to the
picture, she feels deeply anxious and her three choices come into the scene for
future. Amiry’s analysis on safety of workers can be evaluated with both
Israel’s societal security dilemma and social identity theories. Firstly, the
reason of workers’ feeling secure at Isracl demonstrates that they feel being
suppressed in their own land. The difficulties and traumas that they experience
cause them to feel insecure. These limitations and difficulties can be accepted
as the result of Israel’s societal security dilemma because as Israelis feel
insecure, they take measures which would create various hardships for
Palestinians. Secondly, in accordance with the social identity theory, it can be
said that Amiry and other workers’ behaviors demonstrate the impact of
societal identity factors since they perceive each Israeli as a threat to their lives.
It is seen that with the impact of societal historical experiences, they associate
their current condition with their history of society. As seen, the impact of the
societal identity on Amiry’s security perspective can be analyzed with two

theories.
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Israelis as ‘Others’

The acceptance of Israelis as others can be observed in the Nothing to Lose but
Your Life novel while Amiry is at the bus in the Israeli side. After the long
hours of waiting at the forest, Amiry and other workers pass through the Israeli
side successfully by running fast from Israeli soldiers. Amiry describes these
moments in detail in order to create the same atmosphere to the reader. She
mentions that Mohammad and Amiry runs faster than others and they escape
from shootings. When the Amiry asks Mohammad to wait for others,
Mohammad rejects it and says that each of them is responsible for himself for
passing. In this regard, illegally passing from the other side can be seen as
survival for them. After passing to the other side, they meet the other workers
who also survive. After this meeting, they change their clothes one by one in
order to be seen as ‘Israeli citizens’. Amiry surprises at this moment and cannot
understand the reason behind this act. Mohammad explains that they will take
the bus in order to reach the city center to find jobs. Since they illegally passed
to the Israeli side and ID checking might be made at the bus if the Israeli
soldier becomes suspicious from anything, they have to change their ‘poor’
looking clothes. Amiry also changes her clothes and they start to wait the
arrival of the bus to go to the city center. In order not to be caught by Israeli
soldiers, Mohammad and Amiry go together while others are waiting for the

other bus.

A significant ‘othering’ example that supports that Suad Amiry’s security
perspective is shaped by the same labels of her societal identity can be
provided with explanation of her fear when she realized that she is in a place
where Murad warned her that they may be arrested. Each and every word
Amiry uses for description smells fear, anxiety and ‘powerful’ Israeli soldier

image against a ‘powerless’ Palestinian woman. She explains that:
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“Having complete confidence in Murad and his sharp sense of danger, |
was truly worried. In no time the bus stopped, and in less time a dark-
looking security man got on the bus. I didn’t have time to judge if it
was better to wake Mohammad up or leave him asleep. The security
man was staring in every passenger’s face. Not spotting Arab-looking
faces, he moved swiftly and efficiently until he reached our know. |
looked away from him and prayed he didn’t have the necessary training
or skills to spot a middle-aged, sexless Arab woman or a sleeping

young Arab or a sleeping terrorist.” 1%

The usage of the “dark looking” adjective in describing an Israeli security man
says more about Amiry’s security perspective. In this sense, the security man
is described as being cruel, having power on the bus driver and passengers,
having right to stop people continuing their road. The Israeli security man
description must be evaluated critically to find its impact on Amiry’s security
perspective. At very beginning, since Amiry shares this experience to her
readers by explaining her feelings as ‘senses of danger’, it can be understood
that Amiry has already labelled the security man with social categorization of
‘other’. In addition to this, it is also seen that Israeli security man is associated
with ‘cruel’ image since dark looking adjective is used for description. By
combining the factors that shape Palestinian societal identity, it can be
observed that acceptance of Israelis as the other and feeling insecure vis a vis
from Israeli soldiers, police and security men demonstrate the impact of

Palestinian societal identity on Amiry’s security perspective.
Transformative Security

In the Nothing to Lose but Your Life novel, with Amiry’s descriptions, it can be
argued that her security perspective is freed from the impact of Palestinian
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societal identity and she realizes how social categorizations affect her at some
critical points. The first significant moment that reflects Amiry’s
comprehension of the impact of Palestinian societal identity not only on herself
but also on the Palestinian workers takes place at the bus while they are trying
to pass to Israel without working permission. At the bus, Amiry surprises when
she sees the workers who have changed their clothes in order not to be
identified by Israeli soldiers at the border control. Amiry realizes that these
workers seem more confident and safer with their ‘Israeli-fashioned’ look
instead of the working clothes they wear in Palestine. In this regard, Amiry
critically tries to find out why these workers feel safe when they are similar to
Israeli citizens. During her analysis, paradoxically, she mentions that although
these workers have changed their clothes, with their Palestinian behavior and
‘poverty-stricken class’ image, they could easily be differentiated from Israeli
citizens. The description of Amiry’s analysis reflects that she realizes the
impact of societal identity on these workers and evaluates their condition at the

bus:

“All of a sudden, | felt that the bus station was changing from a scene
out of Paradise Now to a scene from the video clip Chic Point: Fashion
for Israeli checkpoints by the Palestinian artist Sharif Waked. All was in
place. Except for Mohammad and me, the three could pass for Israelis
at least in appearance...Muneer, Murad and Saed felt safer and more
confident with their new looks. I watched them carefully and realized
that the one reality they couldn’t change was the poverty-stricken class

to which they belonged.”'*

Amiry’s words reflect how security is a ‘necessity’ for Palestinians in their
lives. Amiry’s observation of Palestinian workers change and her analysis

about them reflect that she takes an outside look for critical examination of
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their condition at the bus. Her emphasis on ‘poverty-stricken class’ reflects that
her security perspective frees itself from the Palestinian societal identity and

takes a self -position for analysis.

Amiry’s last words at the end of the novel reflect a clear analysis of her
security perspective. While she is looking at the mirror, Amiry starts to analyze
the whole trip and its impact on her by taking all these experiences into
account. She says “I stepped into our bedroom and stood in front of the long
mirror: | twisted my body left...right...and centre. I seemed sexless. I could no
longer feel the innocence of the little girl in me...”** From her words, two
critical points can be pinpointed for her security perspective analysis. The first
one is directly related to the usage of ‘sexless’ word. Amiry mentions that there
is no difference between Palestinian men and women in terms of feeling
insecure and facing with difficulties to find a job. The second point represents
the impact of this experience on her. It can be said that meeting with Israelis
and being a Palestinian worker ‘man’ provide Amiry with another perspective
about both Palestinians workers’ and Israelis’ behavior towards them. She
realized that Palestinians have felt more secure in Israel and they even have
tried to look similar to them in order to find jobs. These memoirs might trigger

Amiry’s belief in loss of territory and her depression.

To conclude Amiry’s security perspective analysis by analyzing her novels the
Sharon and My Mother in Law and Nothing to Lose but Your Life, how
Palestinian societal identity factors affect her must be explained within the
context of social identity theory and Israel’s societal security dilemma. Since
novel analysis is used in this thesis, the concluding remarks of this part firstly

represent Amiry’s usage of language.
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Amiry’s descriptions represent an informal, daily language usage. In this
regard, Amiry creates a theme for her novels that takes the readers into a world
where they can also fear from making cappuccino or biting their nails when
they are at the bus to go to Israel without working permission. Her selection of
using informal language opens the doors of her novels to any audience type. In
this regard, Amiry provides to share Palestinians’ difficult experiences and
make their unheard voices be heard in the world. It can be argued that Amiry
assumes Palestinians as ‘powerless’ and try to give voices to them with her
novels with the impact of Palestinian societal identity on her security

perspective.

The impact of Israeli societal security dilemma on Palestinians can be observed
in Amiry’s Nothing to Lose but Your Life novel. It can be argued that the
Israel’s limitations for providing its own security needs affect Palestinians.
These impacts on Palestinians vary from economic hardships to feeling
insecure in their own land. Since these limitations represent continuity for a
long time, it can be argued that Palestinians lose their hope for future and they
accept their insecure image. This acceptance brings about the societal identity
factors into their lives. In the Nothing to Lose but Your Life novel, with
Amiry’s explanation of her experience to be a Palestinian worker, the results of
economic hardships for society is described with detail. In this regard, how
Israel’s societal security dilemma affects Palestinian societal identity can be
seen from this novel. Workers’ attempt to pass illegally to Israeli side to find
jobs by taking the risk of being shot can be accepted as one of the significant
examples to observe the impacts of this limitation. In addition to this, in the
novel, it is seen that the limitations affect Palestinian societal identity since
workers mention that they feel more secure at the Israeli side compared to their
own land. In this regard, the development of the Palestinians’ insecure image
can be associated with the limitations. Amiry’s security perspective is also

affected at the end of her experience of being a Palestinian worker. She
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mentions that Palestinians have no choice to pass illegally to the Israeli side
since they could not find jobs in their land. Her explanations demonstrate that
after observing the impact of limitations, Amiry also is affected by her societal

identity and accepts the necessity of this illegal act.

Social identity theory can also be used for explaining how Amiry’s security
perspective is affected by the Palestinian societal identity factors. Writer’s both
novels are analyzed in the light of mentioned societal identity factors, such as
acceptance of Israeli soldiers and police as cruel, historical experiences and
acceptance of Israelis as others. As a result of their traumas, these societal
identity factors have been developed in society. In this regard, social
categorizations and societal stereotypes become part of Palestinian societal
identity. These social categorizations can be observed in Amiry’s both novels
with the examples of accepting Israelis as others and with her description of
Israeli soldiers at check points. Social stereotypes are mostly observed at
historical experiences parts of novels while Amiry associates the history of her
society with current difficulties. The usage of historical words, in this sense,
triggers Amiry’s security perspective since its meaning is historically rooted

and reminds her the traumas that have been experienced by the Palestinians.

Despite the impact of her societal identity on her, it can also be argued that for
several times, she takes outside look and critically analyzes Palestinians’
condition and the impact of their historical experiences on them. Her analyses
also include the parts that she watches the events from the other side of the
novel. For these moments, it can be argued that her security perspective frees
itself from the impact of Palestinian societal identity and becomes self-
originated. On the other hand, these moments are limited when all of her
novels are taken into account. Amiry’s acceptance of children as ‘free’ can be
accepted as one of the examples to this part. Amiry observes how Palestinian
societal identity affects her security perspective since she realizes that she feels

insecure compared to the children who are not aware of the presence of Israeli
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soldiers. In this regard, Amiry understands that children have no social
categorization unlike her and behaves in the way that they want. After this
realization, Amiry describes how she and her society are affected by the

Palestinian societal factors.

To conclude, Amiry’s novels make its readers to observe the difficulties that
Palestinians have been struggling with. Although Amiry does not aim to share
her experiences in the Sharon and My Mother in Law novel, she realizes that
she can draw attention to these difficulties through writing. With this
realization, Amiry meets her readers with the Nothing to Lose but Your Life
novel that represents a fluent description of Palestinian workers’ life. It is seen
that Palestinian historical traumas affect her security perspective at the

moments that she feels insecure.
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CHAPTER 4

RAJA SHEHADEH: STRANGERS IN THE HOUSE & PALESTINIAN

WALKS

Raja Shehadeh meets any person- regardless of his/her nationality, religious
perspective, or any other societal category- with the beauty of West bank
nature and London’s rainy days from a Palestinian’s window towards life.
Thanks to the novels that use fluent description and visual symbolization as
writing techniques, readers can travel to Palestine without having passports to
go to a sarha in the Palestinian Walks and gain the opportunity of talking to a
Palestinian boy who has concerns for his future in the Strangers in the House
novel. It can be argued that both novels complete one another to examine how
a Palestinian man’s security perspective is affected from his societal identity

through years.
Summaries of the Novels

Raja Shehadeh’s Strangers in the House novel represents his experiences from
his childhood to his adult years. Shehadeh was born into a prominent family
after his family was driven from Jaffa in 1948. In the novel, Shehadeh’s
describes his special relationship with his father, his first love, intellectual
experiences in college, world travels, law career and human rights work, his

struggles under Israeli occupation.'®

The novel begins with Shehadeh’s comparison of Ramallah to Jaffa. Shehadeh,
as a child, dreams about their home in Jaffa and desires to turn back there.

Shehadeh describes his maternal grandmother, Julia, the family matriarch who

106 Shehadeh, Raja. Strangers in the House. Penguin Books, 2003.
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looked down on his attorney father as an outsider, as he was not from Jaffa,
where her father had owned the splendid Nassar Hotel.®>” Apart from his
grandmother, he has a special relationship with his father, Aziz, who is a
prominent attorney and publicly defenses the two state solution for Israeli and
Palestinian conflict. In the novel, it is seen that Shehadeh accepts his father’s
every decision without questioning its reason during his teenage years. His
studying law at London is one of these decisions. Throughout the novel,
however, when he is abroad for his university education, he starts to analyze
his father’s role in his life and the impact of his views on his thoughts. By
sending letters to each other, Shehadeh communicates with his father when he
is abroad. Since these letters are shared with reader, it is possible to analyze the
relationship between them. In addition to questioning the impact of his father
on him, Shehadeh also realizes the impact of Palestinian societal identity on
him when he is abroad studying law. He mentions that he has difficulty in
talking in front of audience during lectures and cannot make friends. At these
moments, Shehadeh questions himself and he associates his insecurity with

being a Palestinian.

After completing his university degree, Shehadeh turns back to his home in
Ramallah. Despite his father, Shehadeh struggles for Palestinian human rights.
Ironically, the Palestine Liberation Organization, Israel and Jordan suspected
him of carrying out subversive political actions against each of them.'®®
Shehadeh’s Strangers in the House novel, unfortunately represents a tragic end
with the murder of his father by an attacker.
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The Palestinian Walks presents Shehadeh’s love of walking the hills with an
emphasis of the impact of Israeli settlements on the land. In 1978, when the
Palestinian lawyer Rajah Shehadeh returned to his native Ramallah in the West
Bank after studying in London, he found solace in walking the hills, admiring
the stone walls and wild flowers - and trying not to think about the Israeli
settlements sprouting like mushrooms after spring rain.!®® Shehadeh
demonstrates how the look of the hills is changed with a fluent description by
explaining the atmosphere of the land before and after the expansion of the

Israeli settlements.

The novel is composed of Shehadeh’s memoirs of walking the land. Shehadeh
names these walks as taking a “sahra”, which has a historical meaning for
Palestinians that is explained at the novel analysis part in detail. During these
walks, Shahedeh visits the gasr of his family and dreams about their lives. The
gasr is represented as the home of his family which has stone walls and is away
from the center of the town.

In the novel, Shehadeh’s hopeless feelings can be observed. As a lawyer he is
bitter that his belief in legality proved no defense to what seems the irreversible
loss of so much of his land, his personal struggle a dismal failure.**® The end of
the novel gives a clear message to the reader. At his final walk close to
Ramallah, Shehadeh writes about his meeting with a young, armed Israeli
settler who sits on the land and loves the same hills as him. At first, Shehadeh
argues with him about the right to have the land, however, then, they realize
their common love towards the land and they decide to sit together by ignoring

the problems between the two sides. Shehadeh mentions that the significance
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of the common land love instead of the having on argument about the right to

have the lands.

With a detailed examination, it can be argued that the Palestinian Walks is the
novel that demonstrates Shehadeh’s development of security perspective. In
this regard, it can be argued that Shehadeh shows how his security perspective
is formed initially with the Strangers in the House novel and has developed by
the Palestinian Walks: In the Strangers in the House novel, reader finds a
chance to comprehend how Palestinian societal identity can affect a Palestinian
child, and how a boy takes an outside look to his societal problems during his
education abroad. In other words, Shehadeh presents his childhood and teenage
year memories in the Strangers in the House novel. In the Palestinian Walks,
however, readers meet with Shehadeh who is an adult. Since Shehadeh’s self-
criticism about the impact of societal identity on himself is clear for
comprehension, reader meets a Shehadeh who tries to create his own security
perspective while he is struggling with his internal feelings. The Palestinian
Walks, in this sense, can be accepted as a continuation for the analysis of
Shehadeh’s security perspective. We see a 28 years old man who is aware of
the fact that Palestinian societal identity affects peoples’ thinking styles. On the
other hand, this self-realization brings about depression and a hopeless
perspective to Shehadeh since he points out that there are limited steps to take

to save Palestinian lands and their societal future.
4.1 Strangers in the House

The Strangers in the House novel represents Shehadeh’s life story and
experiences from his childhood by the time he becomes an adult. Shehadeh
was born in Ramallah after his family was driven from Jaffa in 1948. In his
childhood, Shehadeh dreams about their old house in Ramallah and listens to
his father’s experiences. His father who was a prominent lawyer and political

activist represents a significant character on his personal views. Apart from
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their relationship, readers understand that Shehadeh’s father, Aziz, was one of
the the first Palestinians who advocated the peaceful resolution to Israel —
Palestinian conflict. He thought that Palestinians would lose their territory day
by day if the peace was not secured between the two sides. After having been
threatened as a result of his view, Aziz Shehadeh was murdered in 1985.

The novel represents Shehadeh’s self- analyses about his life and his society.
With his father’s decision, Shehadeh goes to the university first in Beirut and
then in London. During this period, Shehadeh shares his feelings by analyzing
how he is affected by his societal identity. His realization of feeling insecure,
depressed and the impact of Palestinian history on his view are demonstrated to
the reader through his self-analyses.

For the analysis of the Strangers in the House novel, both Israel’s societal
security dilemma and social identity theory are utilized. Invasion of Ramallah
which can be accepted as a result of Israel’s societal security dilemma affects
Shehadeh and his family in the novel. It is seen that Shehadeh who is a child
labels Israelis as others and accepts them as being cruel since he and his family
could be killed during the invasion. Moreover, examples are provided to
demonstrate how Shehadeh’s security perspective is affected by societal
identity factors. For clarity, three parts are devoted to each societal identity
factor: Historical experiences, Israelis as others and the portrayal of Israeli
soldiers and police as cruel.

Historical experiences

The impact of Palestinian traumatic history can be observed in Raja
Shehadeh’s Strangers in the House novel. At the beginning of the novel,
readers meet with Shehadeh who is a child. He shares his feelings and the
atmosphere of Ramallah from a child’s perspective and dreams about their old
house in Jaffa. Since he was born in Ramallah, he only knows their old house

from his father and families’ descriptions. By looking at the other side where
84



Jaffa is, he compares Ramallah to it. It is seen that Shehadeh wants to turn back
their old house and live there instead of Ramallah. While he is describing his
feelings, he also informs reader about their house in Ramallah where his family
lives with his grandmother. His grandmother, similar to his family, misses her
old days in Jaffa. Shehadeh shares a conversation between his father and
grandmother about the furniture in their old house. His grandmother accuses
his father of leaving their all furniture there except a Buddha statue. She thinks
that there will be no chance to return Jaffa and everything that they have will
be lost to the Israelis. During this conversation, the importance of father image
for Shehadeh can be seen since he defenses his father internally. In this regard,
Raja Shehadeh’s evaluation of his father’s feeling while they have to stay in
their grandmother’s house in order to be safe against Israeli soldiers reflects the
significant points of his security understanding. During the conversation, he
questions his father’s situation, a man who has to guard his family against
danger and take furniture from his house which he built with hopes of a happy
future. Shehadeh finds meaningful of his father’s taking the Buddha statute
since it reminds the whole family their past and creates a home atmosphere
although they do not turn their own house. He puts himself in his father’s
position and dreams his father’s thinking at the moment when he was looking

for what to take from his house:

“What should | take with me? He asked himself. Nothing. Nothing at
all. He was resolute: | want it to stay as is, covered and preserved
during our short absence so that when we return we will undrape the
furniture, air the space, and resume our happy life. At this point, his eye
rested on the porcelain statute of Buddha. It was the only object that had
been left uncovered. It stood on a wooden ledge in one corner, presiding
benevolently over the scene below. He came close and saw the calm
squinting eyes, the mocking smile, the fat round belly with the

aquamarine belly button. It confronted him to look at it. Perhaps, this
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would be the best thing to take, he thought. He placed it under his arm
and walked out. This porcelain statute of Buddha has remained in my
family’s house ever since. We have taken it to every house we have

moved to and kept it prominently displayed.”***

When Shehadeh’s words are taken into account, it can be clearly observed that
there is no home image for Palestinians. The home image is a significant factor
for the creation of security perspective since it represents the place where
families relax and are protected from the environment. In this regard, home
image can be accepted as a societal stereotype for Palestinians. Since the
quotation reflects Raja Shehadeh’s thoughts about his father’s behavior at their
old house, it can be argued that he also has this societal stereotype. Having the
Buddha statute at their homes, it is seen that Palestinians — including Raja
Shehadeh and his family- struggle with their changing lives as a result of the
suppression by Israelis side. In this sense, the impact of Israel’s societal
security dilemma can also be observed with this example. As a result of Israel’s
actions, Palestinians have no choice instead of being driven from their cities
and becoming refugees. The creation of home image as a societal stereotype

can be accepted as a result of Israel’s societal security dilemma.

From Raja Shehadeh’s childhood memories, the novel continues to
demonstrate his teenage years. Shehadeh firstly goes to Beirut and then to
London for his education with his father’s effect on him. Shehadeh’s father can
be accepted as a role model for him in the novel and it is observed that he
behaves in accordance with his father’s desire and plans his life by taking his
approval. He explains that his relationship to his father is developed by sending
letters to each other when he is abroad. With father’s letters, it is seen that
Shehadeh finds chance to analyze his father’s thoughts and advises. While

Shehadeh is in London for his education, however, it is seen that Shehadeh

111 Shehadeh, Raja. Strangers in the House. Penguin Books, 2003, p.15
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realizes the impact of his father on him. With this realization, he thinks that he
has no aim of his own; instead, he lives the life that his father plans for him.
During Shehadeh’s analysis of the impact of his father, readers understand that
Shehadeh feels insecure and lonely in London since he has no friends. Raja
Shehadeh’s questioning himself about his reality in his life clearly
demonstrates the impact of societal identity on Palestinians’ security
perspectives. He analyzes that since Palestinians has their own world based on
their realities that are rooted through historical experiences; it is difficult to
create reality for any Palestinian in Ramallah. In this regard, Shehadeh thinks
that his life is actually his father’s plan and was created in Ramallah. He says:

“Because the dream was stronger than the reality and because all my
knowledge of it derived from the elders, | had no reality of my own. My
own life could not be validated unless confirmed by their gaze. | was
hostage to a world too imperiled to be taken for granted. My insecurity
arose from the apprehension that this dream world would be lost if |
closed my ears. Life here in Ramallah was lived day to day but it was
not inspiring. There was no conviction or pride in it. This was the
temporary abode, and you do not dig in and create roots in what is

temporary. It will do for now but it just for now.”**?

At this point, it can be argued that Shehadeh realizes the impact of historical
experiences both on his security perspective and on Palestinians, including his
father, as well. Since he tends to have advice from his father for his each action
that he wants to take, he realizes that he feels insecure while he is doing
anything without permission. Moreover, when his father’s sending him to a
university abroad also reflects the impact of historical experiences on his
security perspective. Thinking about the traumas that he and his society have

experienced, his father decides to send him abroad to find jobs in Ramallah

112 ghehadeh, Raja. Strangers in the House. Penguin Books, 2003, p.32.
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when he returns. He is also aware of the fact that if his son stays in Ramallah,
he would be in danger because of the chaotic atmosphere. In this sense, his
father’s decision also demonstrates the impact of the historical experiences on
his security perspective. From both examples examined above, it can be argued
that both theories included in the thesis can be used to explain how historical
experiences as a Palestinian societal identity factor affects Raja Shehadeh’s

security perspective.
Israeli Soldiers and Polices as the Portrait of Cruelty

Shehadeh’s association of Israeli soldiers with cruelty occurs through his
childhood. During Israeli invasion of Ramallah, Shehadeh’s father refuses to
go to Amman by mentioning his desire of not leaving his house again. Despite
his father’s friend warnings, Shehadeh’s father takes the risk of himself and his
family and they go to a family’s home which is described as a more secure
place compared to their house. With the noises coming from outside, Raja
Shehadeh describes his anxiety and fear. However, it is seen that since he is a
child, he cannot predict what would happen in case of Israeli soldiers find
them. When Israeli soldiers are surrounding the place that they are in,
Shehadeh’s description of the moment reflects the first fear from Israelis and
his association of them with being cruel. As a child, Shehadeh writes these
horror moments and mentions how he felt in a clear and affective manner. In
Shehadeh’s writing, he says “they might not wait. They might break the door
open with their guns. Once inside they would point me out along with my
father and take us to the wall and shoot us...Would I be separated as a child?

Or would | be considered as a man?”'*3

Shehadeh’s description demonstrates that the difficulty of answering some
questions depends on the situation that is faced. In other words, “being

separated as a child from being killed or being considered as a man to be death

113 Shehadeh, Raja. Strangers in the House. Penguin Books, 2003, p.46.
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similar to the others” quotation represents that Palestinians experience the most
difficult questions of security understanding. Considering a child living under
these conditions and the constant possibility of being killed, Palestinians
neither have a permanent house nor have the guarantee of living. In this sense,

Shehadeh is one of them, feeling insecure though he is with his family.

The quotation that reflects Shehadeh’s feelings must be analyzed theoretically.
It can be argued that Israel’s invasion of Ramallah can be associated with its
societal security dilemma. As a result of this invasion, Palestinians struggle
with Israeli soldiers. Their leaving their houses for security reasons are
described in the Strangers in the House novel from a child’s point of view. In
this regard, Israel’s invasion of Ramallah to provide its own security affects
Palestinians, even children, by bringing about difficulties to them. Raja
Shehadeh as a child demonstrates the impact of this invasion by mentioning his

fear and the possibility of being killed.

Within the context of social identity theory, in the novel, it is observed that
Shehadeh who is a child and does not have any social categorization is affected
from his family’s view about Israelis. Since each one in the room except for his
father talks about the difficulties that they have been struggled with while they
are listening to the noises coming from outside, Shehadeh starts to analyze
Israelis’ role in their life. At this moment, it is seen that he obtains the social
categorization of his family and labels Israeli soldiers as cruel who may Kkill
him and his family without considering its results. Shehadeh’s thoughts on
Israelis after this experience can also be observed in the following pages.
Throughout novel, it is seen that Shehadeh understands the impact of his
societal identity on him in terms of accepting Israelis as others. The analysis of

his explanation is offered below.

Israelis as others
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As explained above, Shehadeh’s creation of the social categorization about the
Israelis occurs during the invasion of Ramallah. Throughout the novel, within
the light of Shehadeh’s self- analyses, readers understand that Shehadeh finds a
chance to observe the impact of his society on his security perspective when he
is abroad. After Shehadeh’s leaving home for university in Beirut and then
London, Shehadeh compares the atmosphere of these cities to his homeland. It
is seen that these analyses and comparison are mostly about the limited
resources and difficulties that they experience back at home. On the other hand,
on an ordinary day, while Shehadeh talks to his lecturer, he realizes that he is
affected by his father’s position towards Israelis. Shehadeh’s father thinks that
as a political activist, there must be peace between Israel and Palestinians on
equal basis. Different from his father’s thoughts, Shehadeh confesses himself
his hatred towards Israelis. In this regard, it can be clearly mentioned that
Shehadeh puts the clothes of his father out instead of wearing them for his

future life. In his own words, he indicates:

“I went back in my mind to the beginning of the Israeli occupation of
my country and tried to understand its effect on me and on my
relationship with my father. | realized that | had suppressed my true
feelings for the Israelis because of my father’s position which I now

began to realize it was not necessarily on my own.”***

From Shehadeh’s words, it is seen that Palestinian historical experiences affect
even the relationship between a father and son. Shehadeh realizes that he
accepts his father’s opinion without analyzing it. This demonstrates the
significant role of his father on his life. Apart from this, from Shehadeh’s
confession of his hatred, it can be argued that his security perspective is
affected from the historical experiences of his society since he associates his

thoughts on Israelis with his memories about the beginning of the Israeli

114 Shehadeh, Raja. Strangers in the House. Penguin Books, 2003, p.102.
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occupation of his country. In this regard, he accepts Israelis as others in
accordance with the Palestinian societal categorization. Apart from examples
about acceptance of Israclis as others, by reading Shehadeh’s self-analyses,
readers also realize that Shehadeh discovers the reason of his insecurity. These

analyzes are represented in the following section.
Transformative Security

Shehadeh’s security perspective represents a continuous and transforming path
through his experiences such as living abroad, falling in love and turning back
to his land again. These experiences differ from one another but have the same
impact on Shehadeh: Taking a critical view internally and analyzing his
security perspective by writing. In this regard, Shehadeh’s transforming
security perspective can be observed by analyzing his internal talks in the

Strangers in the House novel.

Shehadeh’s realization of his feeling insecure as a result of frustrations in his
life occurs when he falls in love with Carol. He meets Carol when he is in
Beirut for his university education. With Carol, Shehadeh finds a chance to
share his ideas and thoughts with a different person who is not his relative. He
decides to share his feelings about Carol in his letter to his father. His father,
however, reminds him the reason for their sending him to the university instead
of supporting their relationship. After receiving his father’s letter, he analyzes
his relationship with his father. Shehadeh realizes that although he talks to his
father through sending letters, he feels the necessity of accepting what his
father wants without any consideration. At this point, he comprehends the
impact of his family on his thoughts about life and his security perspective.
This comprehension separates Shehadeh’s path from other Palestinians since
he understands how his security perspective is affected by his societal identity.
He labels this transformation as ‘being a rebel’ in his own words. In his

writings, Shehadeh indicates how he has changed after he met with Carol: “The
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security that this relationship gave me enabled me to look back at my past with
new eyes. | began to realize how confining and frustrating my life had been,
and | promised myself that | would never again allow myself to be captured by

my family in the same way.”""®

Shehadeh’s changing perspective towards his past demonstrates his analysis
about the societal categorizations that he has developed throughout this time.
He realizes that his life has been affected by the historical traumas and he has
not been happy as a result of the difficulties that he and his family have
struggled with. In this regard, he finds a chance to see how societal identity

factors affect his perspective.

The pages about Shehadeh’s education period in London represent the
transformation of his security perspective since he realizes that he feels
insecure to explain his thoughts to others. At this point, Shehadeh starts to
question himself when he realizes that he is afraid to talk in front of audience
during lectures. He starts to question of his behavior and tries to find the reason
for it. This self-realization demonstrates itself with Shehadeh’s own
comparison of himself to others to find what is different between them. What
he found is his insecurity. He describes this process as: “Something was wrong
and | did not know what it was. In my encounters with colleagues, | would
mutter aloud my introspective monologue and would puzzle and embarrass my

listeners.”*®

4.2 Palestinian Walks

In the novel Palestinian Walks, Raja Shehadeh takes his readers for a walk on
Palestinian lands, hills around Ramallah, by sharing his 28 years memoirs

based on his diaries. With his well-description of the land, the Palestinian
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Walks mentions that each and every stone on the land has different meanings
and historical roots that open a different door for the ones who desire to touch
olive trees. At the very beginning of the novel, Shehadeh explains what sarha
means by pointing out its verbal and noun usage for Palestinians. In his terms,
sarha means to roam freely, at will without restraint. The verb form of the word
means to let the cattle out to pasture early in the morning, leaving to them
wonder and graze at liberty.**” In this regard, going on a sarha draws the
portrait of freedom for Palestinians since it provides them with liberty of
walking on the land they lived throughout their history. While a man going on
a sarha, the time stops for him; only the voice of olive trees and the scene are
taken into consideration with memoirs. All in all, as Shehadeh indicates, going

on a sarha implies letting go. It is a drug free high, Palestinian- style.8

Lindsey Moore represents a critical argument on the usage of sarha word in
Shehadeh’s novel in terms of writer’s emphasis on resistance by playing with
words and their meanings. According to Moore, the usage of sarha word can be
accepted as a resistance in the text which is one of chrono- topic modes.!*°
Moore argues that the author explains at the outset that to go on a sarha, a
dialectal corruption of a classical Arabic verb, (saraha: to release herds to
pasture) is ‘to roam freely, at will, without restraint’ or destination: to
ramble.*?® Apart from the definition, the practice of sarha, as it is represented in

the novel, is specifically accepted as Palestinian habit that is experienced by
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males mostly. The significant disposition represents that saraha also means to
‘let go’, dispel one’s worries, let one’s eyes wander and is construed by the
author as a vicariously shared experience: ‘each sarha is in the form of a walk

that | invite the reader to take with me.’*?

Within this framework, it can be argued that Shehadeh makes his reader
question the meaning of taking a simple walk on their lands. Despite its
simplicity, Shehadeh contextualizes taking a walk on the land as a paradoxical
argument since this habit can even be associated with luxury for Palestinians.
He mentions that simply taking a walk on a land is accepted generally as a
relaxation. On the other hand, Shehadeh implies that taking a walk on this land
can be accepted as a luxury since he begins to question his societal history and
political problems that they have been facing for a long time. The paradox of
the simplicity of taking a walk and its ‘debatable’ nature show reader similar
themes of insecurity that Palestinians have encountered. Moreover, Shehadeh’s
fear of losing lands can also be accepted as a similar point within the
framework of Palestinian societal identity categorization. In other words, his
indications represent the similar Palestinian writing themes such as fear of
losing, anger, insecurity and political arguments in accordance with land

sharing. Shehadeh summarizes his thoughts as below:

“How unaware many trekkers around the world are of what a luxury is
to be able to walk in the land they love without anger, fear or insecurity,
just to be able to walk without political arguments running obsessively
through their heads, without the fear of losing what they have come to

love, without the anxiety that they will be deprived of the right to enjoy

121 Moore, Lindsey. Ruins, rifts and the remainder: Palestinian memoirs by Edward Said and
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it. Simply to walk and savor what nature has to offer, as | was once able

to dO.”lZZ

In this regard, Shehadeh’s words on taking a simple walk on the land he loves
and he belongs to represent a clear fact to his readers for analysis: Although he
can take walks, in his words, to go sarha, his head is full of political thoughts
combined with the fear of losing his habit. The reader can clearly observe that
Shehadeh cannot experience the enjoy he desires; rather, he takes a pessimistic
view since he struggles with his anxiety of losing his ‘right’ for upcoming

years.

Shehadeh’s security perspective in the Palestinian Walks is analyzed with both
theories used in this thesis. The impact of Israel’s societal security dilemma
can be observed throughout the novel such as Shehadeh’s fear of drought in
land. It is seen that the limitations that are brought about by Israel’s societal
security dilemma affects Palestinians lives by triggering their perception of
insecurity. Shehadeh feels relax with the noise of rain and when he questions
its reason, he finds out that there would be no drought in land. Since Israel uses
water resources illegally for its own benefits, Palestinians have limited water
for agricultural work. Related to this, without rain, Palestinians would struggle
with difficulties. Shehadeh realizes this thinking process and he understands

the impact of Israeli security dilemma on Palestinians.

Social identity theory is also used for analyzing how Shehadeh’s security
perspective is affected by societal identity factors. The same three societal
identity factors are taken into account for evaluation. Different from Suad
Amiry’s analysis, in the Palestinian Walks, Shehadeh’s realization of his

societal impact on his security perspective is explained to the reader by
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himself. In this regard, each societal identity part represents the explanation of

Shehadeh’s security perspective analysis with examples.
Israeli Soldiers and Polices as the Portrait of Cruelty

In the Palestinian Walks novel, even the meanings of the used maps can reflect
writer’s security perspective. In this regard, with Shehadeh’s usage of his own
map in addition to a normal one can be analyzed in terms of his drawing of
Israeli images. At the very beginning of the novel, Shehadeh offers to his
reader two maps to follow him on the land while taking a sarha. The first map
represents Northern and Central West Bank, similar to the maps that can be
found easily from internet or history books. However, the second map that
demonstrates Ramallah and Surrounding Countryside must be taken into
account critically in terms of analyzing Raja Shehadeh’s portrayal of West
Bank. In this regard, the second map can be accepted as a drawing of
Shehadeh’s book, the Palestinian Walks, in the simplest form. Shehadeh labels
the points according to his memoirs that he wants his readers to put special
emphasis while reading, or in other words, while taking the sarha with him.
The evaluation of these points can be accepted as a part of his security
perspective description. In this sense, analysis of these drawings is a necessity

for a clear comprehension of Shehadeh’s security perspective.

At the borders on the map, Shehadeh mentions Israeli settlers’ power against
Palestinians with two indications. One of them is a portrayal of an Israeli
woman settler with her gun. The portrayal of the Israeli woman is similar to the
other Israeli portrayals in Palestinian literature since the woman who holds a
gun has a ‘cruel’ face. In this regard, Shehadeh also represents Israeli settlers
as ‘other’ by associating them with cruelty and power. The drawing of Israeli
woman -by associating her with power- represents societal categorization. It is
seen that Shehadeh’s drawing represents the impact of Palestinian societal

categorization on him.
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Another point is also labelled on the continuous border as ‘where Penny and
Raja came under fire”. With this mention, Shehadeh summarizes his
experience with his reader since Penny who is a friend of him and Shehadeh
came under fire while they are at sarha. This indication combined with the
Israeli woman settler portrayal shows that ‘borders’ are not simple lines for
him separating one place from another. The borders, in this sense, separate the
powerful — Israelis — from the powerless- from the Palestinians. In this regard,

borders have their places in the creation of Shehadeh’s security perspective.
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With his own map, Shehadeh also labels the places where he takes his readers
to share his own memoirs. By following these points, the reader can easily
determine where s/he is at with echoes of Shehadeh voice throughout the
novel. It is seen that Shehadeh labels his family’s own historical gasr where he
dreams and remembers his old family. The gasr is described in the novel to the
reader as an historical home that Shehadeh’s old family members have lived.
The second point represents the place where Aziz, Shehadeh’s nephew picked
up an unexploded missile. In this regard, it can be indicated that as a
Palestinian, Shehadeh also feels the impact of historical experiences and
societal impacts on his shoulders. From Shehadeh’s map, only the points that
are related to the security events can be seen. In this regard, it can be argued
that Shehadeh associates Israelis with security terms. This association

represents the societal stereotype of accepting Israelis as cruel.
Historical Experiences

The Palestinian Walks can be accepted as a novel which reader can smell olive
trees, walk on mountainous land and hear rain drops on the top of Shehadeh’s
home. Even the falling of rain tells significant relations about the direct link
between Palestinian societal identity and its impact on peoples’ security
perspective. Shehadeh explains an interesting point that he has discovered
about the falling of rain. He associates his relaxation during the rain with the
historically rooted fear of drought. This analysis is interesting in terms of
Shehadeh’s discovery of the impact of societal identity on himself. Moreover,
after realizing this association, Shehadeh takes the magnifier at his hand to go
beyond for examination by questioning whether there are more fears that he
cannot realize. By taking Shehadeh’s own words into consideration,

Shehadeh’s realization of the impact of historical experiences on him can be
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examined: “What other hidden fears do I have, fears I am forever trying to

discover so that | can free myself from them?”'?°

Raja Shehadeh’s association of rain with his fear of the drought in the land area
can be analyzed by using two theories utilized in this thesis. Firstly, as argued
in the theoretical part, environmental problems in the land area can be accepted
as one of the most critical results of Israel’s societal security dilemma. Since
Israel uses water resources for its own benefits illegally, Palestinians have
limited water for agricultural work. In this regard, it can be claimed that the
reason for the fear of drought have been developed in Palestinian society as a
result of Israel’s societal security dilemma. From Shehadeh’s explanation, it is

understood that he has the same fear with his society.

Moreover, Shehadeh’s words on his fears reflect that he accepts the impact of
his societal identity on his security perspective. After realizing his association
of his fear of drought with falling of the rain, he starts to think the relation
between his security perspective and his societal identity. At this point,
Shehadeh questions his other fears to examine the commonality of them with

his societal identity.

Raja Shehadeh’s novel also represents symbols such as olive trees not only for
creating visual image in readers’ eyes but also for emphasizing the association
of the symbol with its usage in Palestinian historical literature. Shehadeh shares
a talk with a Palestinian, Adel, during a walk on the hills. The talk
demonstrates how environmental condition of the land is affected badly from
the occupation and how Israelis tend to erase the historical memoirs of
Palestinians on the land. The talk that Shehadeh shares with his readers must be
examined critically in order to understand how Shehadeh benefits from
symbols for his narrative:

125 Shehadeh, Raja. Palestinian Walks: Forays into A Vanishing Landscape. Scribner
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“Adel, who lived in the village and had to commute daily to Ramallah,
where he worked, pointed to the road, which we could see below, and
said: ‘Look at this graphic example of discrimination.” He told me that
his family owned olive groves on the other side of the road but could
not pick the olives because of the danger of crossing a busy highway

without a pedestrian crossway.”*

Shehadeh’s talk with Adel during the walk seems to be a simple chat. On the
other hand, with critical lenses, the talk represents Shehadeh’s perspective,
what he wants to say to his reader in a clear manner such as daily difficulties
created by Israelis for Palestinians, the ‘discriminated’ image as a part of
Palestinian societal identity, inequality between Palestinians and Israelis in
terms of development by associating Palestinians with agriculture and Israelis
with making busy highways and even the environmental damage that is
brought about by Israelis since they change the ‘structure’ of the hills in
accordance with their lives. By taking these solutions into account, it can be
argued that Shehadeh’s security perspective does not only include ‘individual’
security of his own. Instead, his security perspective demonstrates several

dimensions of the same portrait that Shehadeh colors it with his narrative.

Shehadeh uses different techniques such as symbols in his writings for
creating visual images in readers’ eyes and for associating his and Palestinians
presence with the land. Nasser Abufarha indicates that in the West Bank and
Gaza the olive tree was already emerging as a symbol of nationalism and
attachment to the land."?’ From Abufarha’s study, it can be mentioned that
olive trees are accepted as the prominent feature of the mountainous region of

the landscape in the West Bank, in contrast with orange trees that are
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prominent in the coastal areas from which the majority of exiled Palestinians
came.?® Palestinians associates olive trees with their nationhood by concerning
their dominance in the land with the combination of its history of ancient
presence in Palestine. Aburfarha indicates that the old age of the tree itself,
which exemplifies the old Palestinian existence in Palestine and connects
Palestinians to the lives of past generations in their family tree as the olive trees
are passed on through the generations...”**® In this regard, Shehadeh tells his

readers how Palestinian ‘nationhood’ is limited by Israelis on the land.

The novel presents Shehadeh’s pessimism that is similar to other Palestinians.
During one of his walks, while he is climbing on the hills, he realizes that he
does not have any further mission in his life since Palestinians have lost most
of their lands. In his words, his belief of justice and purpose of resistance
towards Israelis have been shaken. At this point, he feels alone not only at the
top of the hills but also at the top of his feelings. He explains these moments as
following: “The emotions were not too difficult to work out. The first was the
old and persistent one of wanting a father or and elder brother, to protect me.
To catch me if I fell.”**® His words continue his questioning of the meaning of
his life by taking his past, present and future worries. From Shehadeh’s
explanation, it can be argued that since he could not find any solutions to
change Palestinian’s situation vis a vis Israel, he feel hopeless for Palestinian
future. Moreover, his mention of his need of a father and elder brother to
protect him demonstrates that he feels insecure as well. It can be claimed that
he associates his societal experiences and traumas-which is a societal identity
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factor- with current difficulties of Palestine and he loses his faith in changing
of this inequality between two sides. Shehadeh’s acceptance of Israelis as
others also demonstrates how his security perspective is affected by his societal

identity as well.
Israelis as ‘Others’

The acceptance of Israelis as others can also be analyzed as a societal identity
factor that affects Shehadeh’s security perspective. Shehadeh goes to the Israeli
side with his friend to observe how the land has been changed by Israelis. They
sit near a group of people which is described as Israelis. After a while, it is
mentioned that the group start to look at them. Shehadeh describes the tense
atmosphere when they meet Israeli people at Israeli side. He assumes that
Israelis see them as ‘potentially dangerous’ people since they look Shehadeh’s
group at several times. These glazes are resulted with a simple talk when an
Israeli asks to them where they are from. Rema, Shehadeh’s friend, kindly
replies this question with a critical answer: ‘From here.”**! Shehadeh mentions
to his readers that this reply is a straightforward and a correct one. From
Shehadeh’s approval to Rema’s answer, it can be clearly seen that Shehadeh
supports simple and passive ‘rebellions’ towards Israelis. As the quotation
from the novel demonstrates, the acceptance of the ‘other’ image and

‘insecurity’ of both sides towards each other are presented to the reader:

“They must have seen us as trepassers, potentially dangerous but
perhaps, by the way we looked sitting there, drinking coffee and eating
our salads, not quite people on a military mission. One of the girls from

the group approached Rema and asked her: “Where are you from?”
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Rema’s answer was both straightforward and correct. She simply said:

“From here.”'%

The quotation represents significant critical points for analysis. To start with
Shehadeh’s observations and his insecure feelings, it can be argued that
Shehadeh’s assumption on being perceived as ‘potentially dangerous’ by
Israeli people demonstrates how Palestinian societal identity affects his
thoughts with the deep rooted idea that Palestinians are accepted as potential
danger by the Israeli side. In other words, Shehadeh’s assumption about the
acceptance of Palestinians as dangerous people demonstrates the societal
categorization of him. This social categorization is acceptance of othering. In
addition to this, it is observed that Shehadeh does not answer the question;
instead, he takes a silent position against Israelis. However, he writes that he
finds Rema’s answer as correct. At this point, preference of silence but his
approval of the correctness of the reply also emphasizes the impact of
Palestinian societal identity on Shehadeh’s creation of security perspective.
This impact can be understood with Shehadeh’s silence that is caused by his

insecurity. With the fear of being arrested, he prefers to remain silence.
Transformative Security

The end of the novel gives a message to its readers by offering a talk between
Shehadeh and an Israeli man. While Shehadeh is taking a walk on the land at
Israeli side, he realizes that an Israeli man- he assumes from his looks that he is
an Israeli- is also sitting on the rocks. Shehadeh feels insecure since the Israeli
man has legal right to shoot at him and he continues his walk without any
reaction. On the other hand, the portrait of tense silence suddenly becomes
upside down and the reader starts to watch a debate between Shehadeh and the

man about land sharing and assumptions towards each other. This talk can be
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accepted as the most critical part for examining not only the acceptance of the
‘other’ image between Palestinians and Israelis but also for Shehadeh’s
security perspective. Paradoxically, the talk exemplifies how Palestinians and
Israelis treat each other with the impact of deep rooted ideas of their societal
identities. Both Shehadeh and the Israeli man realize this impact while they are
accusing of each other. After this ‘debate’, Shehadeh questions himself and
change his decision of continuing his walk. He accepts Isracli man’s invitation
and they watch the land scene together. Shehadeh’s last analysis at the end of
the novel must be critically analyzed to evaluate his security perspective:

"I was fully aware of the looming tragedy and war that lay ahead for
both of us, Palestinian Arab and Israeli Jew. But for now, he and I could
sit together for a respite, for a smoke, joined temporarily by our mutual
love of the land. Shots could be heard in the distance, which made us
both shiver. “Yours or ours?” I asked. But how could we tell? We
agreed to disregard them for now and for a while the only sound that we
could hear was the comforting gurgle of the nergila and the soft murmur

of the precious water trickling between the rocks.”**®

It can be argued that Shehadeh gives a clear message at the end of the novel:
Without the effort to solve a historical issue and put societal identities aside, an
Israeli and a Palestinian can sit together for watching the scenery. In this
regard, Shehadeh implies the role of societal categorization in labelling people.
Apart from this, it is also seen that both Israelis and Palestinians feel insecure
since Shehadeh and the Israeli man shivers at the same time when they hear the
shots. Shehadeh chooses the voices of shots as theme for this talking in order to
emphasize the othering between two sides. However, he changes this theme
with nergila voices to underline that the importance of the love of the land

instead of labelling. Shehadeh’s last words, all in all, demonstrate that his
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security perspective frees itself from the impact of the societal identity since he
chooses to sit next to an Israeli man without focusing on deep rooted societal

identities.

The conclusion of Raja Shehadeh’s two novels reflects how Shehadeh’s
security perspective is affected by Palestinian societal identity factors. Similar
to the Suad Amiry’s novel analysis part, historical experiences, acceptance of
Israelis as others and association of Israeli soldiers and police with cruelty are
taken as societal identity factors that affect Shehadeh’s security perspective.
The novel analyses are explained with Israel’s societal security dilemma and

social identity theory.

Within the framework of historical experiences parts, it is seen that Shehadeh’s
security perspective is affected by societal categorizations and stereotypes. For
the Strangers in the House novel, it is observed that Palestinians have no
chance to develop a home image during their lives. The home image can be
accepted as an important element for the creation of security perspective since
it represents the place where families relax and are protected from the
environment. In this regard, home image can be accepted as a societal
stereotype for Palestinians. Since the quotation reflects Raja Shehadeh’s
thoughts about his father’s behavior at their old house, it can be argued that he
also has this societal stereotype. In the Palestinian Walks, the impact of
historical experiences on Shehadeh’s security perspective is also observed.
Shehadeh’s examples regarding the olive trees symbolize the history of
Palestinians on the land. Moreover, he realizes the impact of his societal
identity on him while he feels comfortable during rain. In this regard, Shehadeh
thinks that there would be no drought and water scarcity. He realizes that his
relaxation is related to his fear of water scarcity that can also be accepted as the

fear of his own society.

107



At the acceptance of Israelis as others part, Shehadeh confesses his hatred
towards Israelis by remembering history of his society. In this regard, the
impact of historical experiences on his view is seen. Moreover, he socially
categorizes lIsraelis as others. In the Palestinian Walks, the acceptance of
Israelis as others is demonstrated with the conversation between Raja
Shehadeh’s friends and an Israeli group. With Shehadeh’s description, it is
understood that both sides feel uncomfortable of being examined. Shehadeh’s
friend’s answer ‘from here’ to the question of ‘where are you from’

demonstrates the acceptance of othering as a societal categorization.

The association of Israeli soldiers and police with cruelty is also represented in
both novels. In the Strangers in the House novel, Shehadeh’s experience of the
invasion of Ramallah with his family brings about his fear of being killed by
Israeli soldiers. Through the conversations among the family, it can be argued
that he obtains the societal categorization of accepting Israeli soldiers as being
cruel. In the Palestinian Walks, the creation of this societal categorization can
be observed with the map that Shehadeh labels the places where his security
perspective is triggered by Israelis. One of the examples from this drawing can
be provided with the portrayal of Israeli woman at the border with a gun which
represents the cruelty image to the reader.

To conclude, Shehadeh’s novels demonstrate the impact of historical traumas
and social stereotypes on his security perspective. Shehadeh shares his own
views and experiences with his reader in order to draw their attention to the
inequality between Palestinians and Israelis. By analyzing the Strangers in the
House novel, since Shehadeh explains his childhood memoirs, readers can
observe how social identity factors affect the development process of a child’s
security perspective. Similar to the Strangers in the House novel, the
Palestinian Walks novel presents Shehadeh’s adulthood years and his
pessimistic views about defending Palestinians’ right to the territory illustrating

how his security understanding has been shaped by aforementioned factors.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

The conclusion part tries to answer the question of how Palestinian writers’
security perspective is affected by their societal identity through comparison of
their novels. The preference of West Bank region reflects a special aim. Since
West Bank is mostly used in the works related to conflict analysis, this region
may be chosen for analysis from a different perspective. In this regard, as the
writers can also be accepted as a part of their society. It provides a different
perspective compared to other studies to listen to their experiences. It is critical
to listen to the voices of people on the land in order to understand what security
really means. In this context, Suad Amiry and Raja Shehadehs’ novels —
Sharon and My Mother in Law, Nothing to Lose but Your Life, Strangers in the

House and Palestinian Walks- are chosen for analysis.

Societal security dilemma and social identity theory is used for the theoretical
explanation. Israel’s societal security dilemma is explained in detail to
understand how its actions related to its security needs create the insecure
atmosphere to Palestine through years and eventually for Israelis themselves. It
is mentioned that Israel’s effort to increase its societal security brings about
problems for Palestine constantly. Related to these problems, Palestinian
societal identity factors appear as a result of repeated experiences for years.
These repeated experiences -such as being arrested at the check point- have
created insecurity in society. In addition to insecurity, the limitations by Israel
that have hampered Palestinian living standards are taken into account since its
impact can be observed from environmental problems to economic hardships.
It is argued that these limitations cause depression and hopelessness among the

Palestinians. Environmental problems are presented to the reader in a separate
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part since the damage of the land affects daily lives of people. It can be
mentioned that unequal distribution of water resources and the illegal extension
of land by Israelis generate economic hardships since the fertile soil is used by
Israel. In this regard, it can be stated that Israel’s societal security dilemma
explanation demonstrates the development process of deep rooted Palestinian

societal identity factors by highlighting the ‘reasons’ behind the scene.

The content of this work is aimed to provide a clear presentation for both
readers and researchers. In this regard, starting from introducing Israel’s
societal dilemma theory, the thesis touches on Palestinian historiography,
Palestinian literature review and the explanation of Palestinian societal identity
by defining the core elements of it. Following this part, novel analyses of
writers are presented to the reader by choosing literary texture analysis as

methodology.

Social identity theory is used to explain the deep rooted Palestinian societal
identity factors. The theory argues that a person is affected by his society
within the framework of group membership desire. In accordance with the
different social contexts, a person’s perspective may be triggered to think, feel
and act at his personal, family or national “level of self.” For the clarity of the
thesis, three main societal identity factors are chosen for analysis: Historical
experiences, acceptance of Israelis as ‘others’ and acceptance of Israeli soldiers
and polices as the portrait of cruelty. The novel analyses are done in
accordance with these three Palestinian societal identity factors. At each
writer’s part, the novel analysis represents how these three societal identity
factors affect writers’ security perspectives. The deep rooted societal identities
are demonstrated as part of their relation to the analysis of writers’ security
perspectives. These deep rooted ideas can be broadened in accordance to the
chosen research question. Only some of them are presented to the reader

because of their clear relation to the writers’ security perspectives.
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The Palestinian literature part provides other works to welcome the reader into
a different world. Other works related to the thesis question are mentioned in
order to draw a similar picture of chosen themes in the Palestinian Literature.
Palestinian historiography part demonstrates Palestinians’ view on the right to

the territory. Religious, legal and demographic claims are also explained.

The comparison of writers’ security perspective is presented within the light of
these explanations since the development of Palestinian societal identity
includes the impact of Israel’s limitations and historical traumas. In this regard,
the comparison of writers’ security perspectives must be accepted as the end of
a process. The differences and similarities observed in writers’ security
perspectives can be categorized as follows: their writing styles in terms of
sharing experiences, their analyses of the society and related experiences, the
examples that they have chosen and even the degree of reference to societal

identity in their novels.
Writing Styles

Writing styles can be seen as foot prints on the snow. The examples that they
use, the usage of symbols, explaining an event to a reader with the
representation of a conversation can be put under the title of the writing style of
any writer. Similarly, Suad Amiry and Raja Shehadehs’ writing styles can be
evaluated by concerning these factors in order to understand their security
perspectives. In addition to these factors that are directly related to the
explanations in the following categories, both writers’ style of sharing
experience related to the event that triggers their security perspectives must be

taken into account.

Sharing experiences through novels is one of the most effective ways that
writers use in order to draw attention to the theme of the novel. Readers
understand writers’ realities through these experiences and find chance to put

themselves into their shoes. In this regard, sharing experiences not only reflects
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writers’ comprehension of the event but also demonstrates their perspectives
and feelings towards the issue that they write. In this regard, within the context
of the research question of this work, it is quite helpful to focus on the way
how writers share experiences through their novels are one of the most critical

ways to examine their security perspectives.

It is seen that both writers — Suad Amiry and Raja Shehadeh — share their daily
life experiences. These experiences help reader to understand the environment
that surrounds them and create a similar atmosphere for reader to observe how
they feel. Sharing experiences, in this sense, can be accepted as one of the
ways to analyze the significant points that reflect Suad Amiry and Raja

Shehadehs’ feelings and reactions.

The very similar point in terms of sharing experience for both writers’ can be
seen at the moments when they analyze themselves from the perspective of
Palestinian societal identity. It is seen that when writers turn back to
themselves internally, they relate their experiences to their Palestinian
historical roots. In this regard, the analysis demonstrates that both writers have
tendency to associate their experiences with feeling insecure as a result of the
historical traumas of their own society. Moreover, in addition to this
association, both writers can also distance themselves from the environment
that they feel insecure when they realize how Palestinian societal identity
affects their perspectives. Suad Amiry’s watching children and their mothers’
behavior truly puts her distant standing point from the place where she is at.
Taking a distant position can also be seen in Raja Shehadeh’s novels.
Compared to Suad Amiry, Raja Shehadeh realizes the impact of the societal
identity more frequently. Thus, taking a distant position towards the

environment is mostly seen in his novels with various examples.

The style of sharing experiences through writing differs from Suad Amiry to

Raja Shehadeh. It is seen that Suad Amiry represents her experiences by using
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daily language to her readers and her internal talks are less in number
compared to Raja Shehadeh. This implies that Suad Amiry mostly associates
her experiences with Palestinian societal identity. In this regard, readers have
also the chance to learn the deep rooted factors in Palestinian societal identity
not only personal feelings of Suad Amiry. On the other hand, it must also be
indicated that Suad Amiry shares her feelings with readers at the critical points
that reflect the suppression, hatred and anger towards Israeli officers and police
since she could not response to them in the way she wants. In this regard, it is
easy to comprehend that Suad Amiry’s security perspective is shaped mostly
by the impact of Palestinian societal identity.

Raja Shehadeh differs from Suad Amiry in terms of sharing his experiences
with his readers. It is observed that Raja Shehadeh can take a critical standing
point towards the impact of Palestinian societal identity. In this regard, by
realizing this impact, he analyzes his internal feelings and thoughts mostly not
only to find a solution but also to observe himself while he is dealing with this
problem. Readers can enter into Shehadeh world where they can meet a writer
who struggles with finding solutions, feeling upset and depressed and tries to
comprehend the ties that connect with him to the Palestinian roots. In this
regard, Shehadeh shares experiences by making an internal analysis. Moreover,
Shehadeh also uses symbols to emphasize his standing point towards the
problems that Palestinians have been facing. Usage of olive trees, talking to an
Israeli at the end of the Palestinian Walks novel, and other examples imply that
Shehadeh uses experience sharing as a technique to emphasize his internal

talks and to convey his standing point about the issue to the reader.
Analysis of Palestinian Society

Writers’ observations on Palestinian societal identity can be accepted as a
significant tool for answering the research question of this work. It can be

indicated that the more they are aware of their societal identity the more they
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realize its impact on their security perspectives. In this regard, their
observations must be taken into account in a detailed manner to reach a clear

conclusion at the end.

The first question that must be answered to analyze writers’ own observations
of their societies is at which points they feel the necessity of describing their
society to their readers. Although it is a known fact that the atmosphere must
be shared with readers to draw attention, for Raja Shehadeh and Suad Amirys’
novels, this is not a necessity, rather, is a ‘must’ to provide the fluency of their
novels. It is seen that Suad Amiry provides information about her society
frequently in her novels. In this sense, there is no point that can be put into
criticality box to differentiate her from her own society. The examples and
experiences that Suad Amiry shares with her readers are strictly bounded with
the society that she is part of. Mostly, Suad Amiry puts her society on the very
front scene and shares her experience in relation to the developments around
her. Raja Shehadeh, on the other hand, totally draws a different portrait from
Suad Amiry in terms of describing his society to his reader. It is observed that
Raja Shehadeh mostly shares his own views to his readers and provides
information about his society in order to comprehend his standing point on the
lands. In this regard, he prefers to give information at critical points where he

observes similarities and also differences between him and his society.

It is clear that writers’ observation of Palestinian society is directly related to
their security perspectives. It can be argued that when they analyze their
society and the deep rooted factors that have been developed for years within
the framework of Palestinian societal identity, they realize the impact of it on
themselves. With this realization, they start to analyze their own security
position within the environment surrounds them. In this regard, it is seen that
Suad Amiry and Raja Shehadeh differs from one another in terms of observing
their society and its impact on them. It is seen that Suad Amiry analyzes the

impact of societal identity on herself at the critical points that she feels
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insecure. This feeling brings her the necessity to observe others whether to see
they also feel insecure. After this stage, she realizes the impact of Palestinian
societal identity on her security perspective. On the other hand, this realization

can be seen rarely compared to Raja Shehadeh.

Raja Shehadeh’s observation of Palestinian society can be observed through his
writings. By describing his father’s thoughts, the expectations from him, the
perspectives of others, Shehadeh positions his security perspective far away
from the environment he lives in. In this regard, readers have chance to see an
objective debate between Shehadeh and Palestinians. This debate mostly turns
into a struggle for Shehadeh since he is also a part of this society with different
thoughts from others. In this regard, compared to Suad Amiry, Raja
Shehadeh’s security perspective reflects difference since his realization of the
impact of Palestinian societal identity can be clearly observed. He provides a
detailed explanation of his own society by explaining their thoughts, their
predictions and their limited imaginations and then turns back to himself

internally and shares his standing point with his readers.
Chosen Examples

Writers’ choosing examples in order to provide the context of their novels can
be accepted as evidences of their writing style and security perspectives. The
examples that are provided to readers can be accepted as supportive arguments
for clarification of the picture. In this sense, these examples must also be taken
into consideration for analyzing security perspectives of the writers. Suad

Amiry and Raja Shehadeh represent similarities and differences at this point.

Suad Amiry’s examples can be accepted as supportive arguments in order to
describe Palestinians’ deep rooted insecurity. In this regard, it is observed that
Suad Amiry provides examples from the people around her to describe how
they all feel insecure because of the events that they have been facing with. She

provides talks between her and her mother in law in order to represent the
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difference between them in terms of analyzing the events. In this regard, Amiry
demonstrates the difference between old Palestinians’ perspectives and new
generations’ thoughts concerning the tension of the environment. It is also seen
that Amiry uses conversations between Palestinians in her other novel, the
Nothing to Lose but Your Life, to demonstrate how Palestinians feel insecure
and struggle with difficulties. By looking her novel portrait above, it can be
argued that these examples reflect depression and difficulties that all

Palestinians have been struggling with through years.

Raja Shehadeh does not provide many examples compared to Suad Amiry. It is
observed that Shehadeh mostly puts his own analysis instead of providing
examples from his environment. However, this does not mean that there is no
example for readers to read. The examples that Shehadeh shares with his
readers demonstrate critical points, different from Suad Amiry’s novels. In this
regard, Shehadeh provides speeches and other Palestinians’ experiences as a
basis to explain the juncture of his society. He even uses symbols such as the
usage of olive trees to mention the necessity of rejecting the idea of being

powerless against the Israelis.

Similar points can also be found in terms of choosing examples for readers by
Suad Amiry and Raja Shehadeh. These examples represent the deep rooted
factors in Palestinian societal identity such as feeling insecure and angry at
check offices or while talking to an Israeli. On the other hand, it must also be
underlined that the explanations of these examples to the reader are shaped
differently by these writers. Although both of them turn back into themselves
internally and share their feelings with their reader, Suad Amiry represents her
anger and suppression. Raja Shehadeh, differently, analyzes the reasons and
results of these examples and tries to find the reason of such conversations by

trying to find the root causes of the issue.
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Degree of Mentioning the Impact of Societal Identity

The frequency of writers’ mention of the impact of societal identity can also be
accepted as a category for analysis of writers’ security perspectives. Since the
realization of the impact of societal identity is a critical step, the degree of
referencing to Palestinian society and the moments of these references can tell

more about their perspectives towards the issue.

Since the moments that writers’ starting point of analyzing the Palestinian
societal identity is explained, it is also important to take into account the degree
of mention of it in their novels. Starting with Suad Amiry, it can be argued that
she mostly gives references to and descriptions of Palestinian societal identity
in her both novels. In this regard, she frequently mentions society. On the other
hand, the degree of mentioning the impact of it on people and on her can be
rarely seen only with critical examples that trigger her insecurity. In this
regard, although Suad Amiry describes Palestinian society deeply in her lines,

she rarely mentions its impact on her.

Raja Shehadeh differs from Suad Amiry in terms of how frequently he
mentions societal identity in his novels. Palestinian societal identity can be
clearly seen by in references to his letters sent to his father, examples of talks
between him and his friends on Israeli lands and more. In this regard, by
illustrating societal identities and its impact on him and others clearly, reader
can find a chance to comprehend Palestinians’ general perspectives towards
different events. Related to this argument, compared to Suad Amiry, Raja

Shehadeh’s degree of mentioning societal identity in his novels is higher.

For a clear and objective analysis, any work which aim to provide a
comparison of novels in order to comprehend West Bank originated writers’
security perspective must give voices to the writers that are chosen. In this
regard, in addition to the analysis, Suad Amiry’s speeches on security and Raja

Shehadeh’s own words that define his security perspective must also be
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presented. Since it was not possible to contact Suad Amiry directly, quotations
will be provided from her seminars to further clarify her approach towards the
issue. With special thanks to Raja Shehadeh, his own words about his security

perspective will be provided as it was possible to contact him through e-mail.

Suad Amiry’s answer to the question whether the books can be accepted as
light-hearted look at the occupation are necessary demonstrates that her
security understanding is directly related to her societal identity. She accepts
that it is necessary to share with the reader the daily life of Palestinians in order
to reflect their insecurity, anxiety and difficulties by using experiences in a
different manner that would draw readers’ attention to the topic. In this sense,
she presents her society combined with her experiences with an informal
manner and enjoyable style to draw worlds’ attention to her society. In her

words she explains this thought:

“I think we Palestinians have made a big mistake by only talking about
politics and repeating the same five sentences: Jerusalem, the refugees,
the right of return, etc, and I think people got tired of us. I think the
power of culture is much stronger than the power of politics, and
culture reaches everybody. We have only been addressing politicians
and the people who read newspapers. That's why it was a surprise for
me that my book was translated into 19 languages in no time and
successful, and when | reflected on it, I think people saw the
Palestinians as normal human beings: | talked about my mother-in-law,
the traitors and collaborator, | talk about my dog. People relate to us on

a human level 3

In this regard, it can be argued that Suad Amiry draws peoples’ attention to the

‘culture’ of her society by combining her experiences. The difficulties,

134 Abdulla, Danah and Sultan, Karim. Suad Amiry: A Conversation. Kalimat, Issue 03,
Autumn 2011.
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insecurities, anxieties and other problems are reflected to the reader in a
simplest and enjoyable way to make audience realize that Palestinians are

‘here’.

Raja Shehadeh’s words on security demonstrate that he is aware of the impact
of Palestinian societal identity on his security perspective. He says that after

realizing this impact, he tries to prevent it. In this regard, he writes that:

“I have always been a rebel and a non-conformist in not accepting to
comply with the dictates of others and of society and finding security
through the normal channels. | have had to forge my own way and my
writing has contributed to this and perhaps in many ways made it
possible. | have also sought to live my life on my own terms and
finding fulfillment, satisfaction and hence security in being true to
myself and attempting to realize my full potential. | have not considered
that going the way of others and conforming to the dictates of society
would provide me with a sense of security. This used to worry my
father who wanted to see me get married and raise a family which at the
time he was alive | was not ready to do. He thought this would be the
only way for me to be secure. When one takes an individual path,
whatever form this takes, one is always taking a risk. But | believe that
if one is true to oneself and puts all that he or she has to make it work
one is ultimately rewarded by finding satisfaction and security on much

firmer grounds than if one followed in the path of others.”**®

Based on his own words, it can be argued that Shehadeh realizes the impact of
Palestinian societal identity on his security perspective. However, with this

realization, he tries not to permit it to affect his attitude. With his father’s

13 Reference can be reached by contacting with Raja Shehadeh through his mail,

raja@shehadehlaw.com
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expectation to keep him secure, it is understood that the core element of

Palestinian societal identity is insecurity.

Despite its content and aim, similar to each study, this thesis can also be
developed with further additions. At the initial stage of choosing writers for
analysis, two criteria are considered: being West bank originated and sharing
real experiences with readers. In this regard, Suad Amiry and Raja Shehadehs’
novels are taken into account. By broadening the content, Israeli writers’
security perspectives can also be analyzed for comparison. In addition to this,
the basic difficulty for this thesis work is to find novels that are translated in
English. In this regard, this study can also be made in Arabic and would
provide a clearer portrait for writers’ security perspectives. Another solution is
to translate these Arabic novels to English so that they can be used for

additional comparison.

To conclude, this thesis aims to analyze how Palestinian societal identity
affects Palestinians’ security perspectives through novel analyses. It is
observed that Palestinians’ are affected from repetitive historical traumas and
limitations which can be seen as a result of Israel’s societal security dilemma.
Social identity factors have been developed in Palestinian society such as
historical experiences, acceptance of Israelis as others and Israeli soldier and
polices as the portrait of cruelty. These social identity factors have important
roles in shaping in Palestinians’ security perspectives. Similarly, this thesis
demonstrates how writers’ security perspectives are also affected from these

social identity factors.
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APPENDINCIES

1. TURKISH SUMMARY

Giivenlik kavrami, gerek terimsel kullanim1 gerekse giindelik hayatta edindigi
konumu itibariyle her bireyin yoklugunda fark ettigi en temel unsurlardan
birini olusturmaktadir. Is yerlerindeki giivenlik kameralarindan, yabancilarla
konusan bir ¢ocugun annesinin endise duymasina kadar uzanan bu kavram,
bircok bilimsel aragtirmanin degisik alanlarda konu olmasini da beraberinde
getirmistir. Giivenlik kavramimin birgok agidan tanimlamasimin yapilmasi
mimkiindiir. Ancak, sosyal bilimler alaninda giivenlik kavrami adina yapilan
her tanimlama, konu gézetmeksizin toplumsal etkilesimler, degisen faktorler ve
geemisin topluma beraberinde getirdigi koklesmis deneyimlerin etkisi altinda
ele alinmalidir. Giivenlik kavramimin bireysel tanimlarinin toplumla
iligkilendirilmesi kapsaminda, bu ¢alisma, Bati Seria kokenli yazarlarin
giivenlik algis1 yaratimlarmin Filistin toplumsal kimliginden nasil etkilendigi
sorusunun cevabmi yapit karsilastirmasi analizi ile aramaktadir. Tezin
yaratiminda igerik analizi teknigi tercih kullanilmig olup; Suad Amiry ve Raja
Shehadeh, Bat1 Seria kokenli yazarlar arasindan deneyimlerini birincil agiz
anlatimi tercih ettigi i¢in segilmistir. Calisma, Suad Amiry’nin Sharon and My
Mother in Law ve Nothing to Loose but Your Life yapitlarini ve Raja
Shehadeh’in Strangers in the House ve Palestinian Walks eserlerini yapit

incelemesi kapsaminda ele almaktadir.

Calisma alan1 olarak, Bat1 Seria 6zel olarak secilmistir. Bilindigi iizere, Bati
Seria bolgesi, giivenlik calismalarinda Israil ile toprak paylasimi ve siire gelen
sorunlarla siklikla anilmaktadir. Bati Seria hakkindaki c¢ogu calisma, bu
problemleri analiz etmekte ve olast ¢ozlimleri okuyucuyla bulusturmay1
hedeflemektedir. Her ne kadar bu problemin ¢éziimiiniin gerekliligi tartisiimaz

olsa da, Bat1 Seria’nin giivenlik kapsaminda bagka alanlarda da c¢alisilabilecek
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bir bolge olarak se¢cimi miimkiindiir. Bu ¢ercevede, ¢calisma, Bat1 Seria halkinin
giivenlikle ilgili yagsadig1 sikintilari, halktan olan yazarlarin birincil anlatimiyla
okuyucu ile bulusturmayr amaglamaktadir. Bu kapsamda, segilen yazarlarin
yapitlarini okuyucular tarafindan ziyaret edilen evler olarak adlandirmak yanlis

olmayacaktir.

Tezde kullanilan yapitlari kisaca 6zetlemek gerekirse, Suad Amiry’nin Sharon
and My Mother in Law yapiti, yazarm Israil’in Ramallah’1 isgal ettigi 2002
yilinda tuttugu giinliiklerden olusmaktadir. Yazar, giivenlik kapsaminda yer
alan problemlerini, giinliik sikintilarim1 ve kayinvalidesi ile olan sorunlu
iligkisini okuyucu ile paylasmaktadir. Yapitin ilk sayfalari, yazarin seyahatine
devam edebilmesi igin gerekli olan giivenlik kontrolii sirasinda yasadigi
sikintilar1  agiklamaktadir. Amiry, bir Filistinli oldugu igin Israilli askere
seyahat nedenini detayli bir sekilde aciklamaya zorlanmis ve bu esnada
hissettigi glivensizligi ve 6fkeyi okuyucusu ile paylasmistir. Yapitin ilerleyen
boliimlerinde de Amiry’nin Israilli asker ve polislerle olan diyaloglar:
hissedilen giivensizlik ortami vurgusuyla okuyucuya sunulmaktadir. Bu
baglamda, Sharon and My Mother in Law, okuyucuya bir Filistinlinin

deneyimlerini paylagma firsati sunmaktadir.

Yazarm incelemeye alinan diger yapiti, Nothing to Lose but Your Life, Filistinli
geng bireylerin yasadigl issizlik problemini yansitmaktadir. Yapitin ilk
bolimiinde, yazarin 21 yasindaki Murad ile olan diyalogu okuyucu ile
paylasilir. Murad, kendi topraklarinda yasadigi igsizlik sorununu yazara detayl
olarak anlatir. Is bulamayan Filistinli gengler, giinliik islerden para kazanmak
icin oldiiriilmeyi goze alarak Israil’e kagak olarak ge¢mektedirler. Yazar,
Murad ve arkadaslarmin hikayesini dinledikten sonra, bir giinligiine onlarin
yasadiklarin1 deneyimlemek adina, Filistinli erkek bir is¢i kiligina biirlintip
Murad ve arkadaglarinin arasina katilir. Yapitta; yazar, Murad ve arkadaslari
oncelikle Israil sinirmda yer alan ormana giderler. Ormanda, Israilli

askerlerden saklanmak ve onlar tarafindan vurulmamak admna karanligin
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¢okmesini beklerler. Amiry, bu bekleme siiresinde Murad’in arkadagslarinin
hikayelerini ve sorunlarimi dinler. Aksam oldugunda, Amiry ve Murad, Israilli
askerlerden kagmay1 basararak sinirdan gegerler. Sinirdan onlar gibi basariyla
geemis olan diger genglerle bulustuktan sonra, Murad Amiry’e otobiisle sehrin
oblir tarafina gegmek zorunda olduklarini agiklar. Otobiiste yapilan giivenlik
kontroliinde Amiry, Murad ve arkadaslarinin kimlikleri olmadig1 igin Israilli
askerler tarafindan yakalanmamalar1 gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle, hepsi ‘fakir’
goriiniimlii  kiyafetlerini degistirip, Israillilere benzer ‘zengin’ goriiniimlii
kiyafetler giyerler. Amiry, bu noktada, okuyucuya Filistinli genclerin Israilli
goriiniimlerinde kendilerini daha giivenli hissettigini ‘trajik’ tanimlamasiyla
anlatir. Yapitin ilerleyen boéliimlerinde, Amiry, Murad ve arkadaslarinin
yakalanmadan is arama g¢abalar1 anlatilir. Yazar, evine dondiigiinde bir giinliik
deneyimin bile onu ne kadar yiprattigini agiklar. Bu baglamda, Nothing to Lose
but Your Life, Amiry’nin Filistinli genglerin yasadigi sikintilart yansittig

yapitlarindan biri olarak kabul edilmektedir.

Raja Shehadeh’in yapitlar1 da ele aliman diger yapitlarla benzer temalar:
okuyucuya yansitmaktadir. Shehadeh’in Strangers in the House yapiti, yazarin
cocuklugundan yetiskinligine kadar yasadigi deneyimleri okuyucuya detayl
olarak sunmaktadir. Yapit, Sheahdeh’in tiniversite yillarindaki yalmzligini ve
i¢ hesaplagmalarini, diinya gezilerini, hukuk kariyerini ve Filistin halki adina
baslattigi insan haklar1 caligmalarint igermektedir. Shehadeh’in ailesi,
Ramallah’in Israil tarafindan isgali sirasinda evlerinden giivenliklerini
saglamak amaciyla ayrilmig, Jaffa’da yeni bir yasama baslamislardir.
Ramallah’taki evlerini gérme firsati olmayan ve Jaffa’da diinyaya gelen
Shehahdeh, yapitin baglarinda Ramallah ile Jaffa’yr kiyaslamakta ve
Ramallah’ta bulunan evlerini ve yasamlarinin hayalini kurmaktadir. Yazarn,
babas1 Aziz ile 6zel bir iliskisi oldugu, eser boyunca kopmayan baglarindan ve
aralarindaki diyaloglarindan anlagilmaktadir. Shehadeh’in babasi1 Aziz, Filistin

ve Israil arasindaki problemin ortak ¢dziim yolu bulunmasiyla son bulacagina
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inanan ve bu diislincesini toplumda belirten iinlii bir avukattir. Shehadeh,
tiniversitede hukuk egitimi almak i¢in dnce Beyrut’a daha sonra ise Londra’ya
babasinin istegi iizerine gonderilir. Universite yillarinda, Shehadeh, arkadas
bulamayisini, yalnizligini, derslerde konusulan konu hakkinda bilgisi olmasina
karsin tedirginligi nedeniyle s6z alamayisin1 sorgular. Yazar, Filistin toplumsal
kimliginin kendi giivenlik algisin1 nasil etkiledigini bu i¢ hesaplasma siirecleri
boyunca okuyucu ile paylasir. Shehadeh, yasadigi tiim zorluklara karsin,
tiniversiteden mezun olur ve Ramallah’a geri doner. Babasinin karsi ¢ikmasina
ragmen, yazar kendini Filistin toplumunun yasadigi problemleri insan haklari
cergevesinde hukuksal olarak savunmaya adar. Yapitta, Shehadeh’in
anlatimiyla, Israil’in hukuku kendi yararma cevirerek Filistinlilerin haklarimi

nasil ihlal ettigi okuyucu ile paylasilmaktadir.

Shehadeh’in Palestinian Walks yapiti, yazarin Strangers in the House yapitinin
devami olarak kabul edilebilmektedir. Shehadeh’in, Ramallah’a doniisiinden
sonra Filistin toplumunu hukuksal baglamda savunusu ve yasadigi sikintilar bu
yapitta da gozlemlenmektedir. Eserin ilk sayfalarinda, Shehadeh, kendi
topraklarinda gezintiye ¢ikmak anlamina gelen ve Filistin toplumunda tarihsel
anlami bulunan ‘sahra’ kelimesini okuyucuya aciklar. Sahra, Filistinliler i¢in
dogada yiiriiyiis yaparak ozgiirlesmek anlami tasimaktadir. Palestinian Walks,
Shehadeh’in birbirinden farkli 7 doga gezintisini ve bu siire zarfindaki hislerini
okuyucuya sunmaktadir. Shehadeh’in ilk gezintisi, aile biiyiiklerinin uzun bir
siire yasadig1 kasir olarak tabir edilen — sehirden uzak, bahge i¢indeki tas eve-
gidisini igermektedir. Shehadeh, ylriiyiisii sirasinda, Filistin tarafindaki
topraklarin ve ¢evrenin tasvirini o bolgeye 0zgili yetisen bitkilerin detayl
anlatimiyla okuyucuya sunmaktadir. Shehadeh’in anlatimi sirasinda, kendine
has giizelliklere sahip olan bu topraklarin Israil tarafindan gerceklestirilen
toprak genisletme politikalar1 nedeniyle gordiigli zarar yapitta belirtilmektedir.
Bu baglamda, Palestinian Walks, Filistin — Israil arasinda yasanan

problemlerin ¢evresel zararlarini goz Oniine sermektedir. Yapitin sonunda,
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okuyucuya Shehadeh bir mesaj vermektedir: topragin kimin hakki oldugundan

ziyade, ona kars1 duyulan ortak sevgi 6n plana ¢ikarilmalidir.

Tezin ilk bolimi, teorik inceleme, Filistin tarih yazimi, Filistin kimligi ve
Filistin literatiirii agiklamalarindan olusmaktadir. Teorik inceleme kapsaminda,
Israil’in toplumsal giivenlik ikilemi okuyucuya sunulmaktadir. Giivenlik
ikilemi konseptinin toplumsal giivenlik kavrami gercevesinde ele alinmasiyla,
toplumsal giivenlik ikileminin tanimlanmas1 miimkiindiir. Kendi giivenligini —
diger bir deyisle kendi toplumsal kimligini- arttirmaya g¢alisan bir toplum,
amact  dogrultusunda aldigr giivenlik Onlemleriyle diger toplumu
etkilemektedir. Bu etkilesim sonucunda, giivenligini arttirmayi hedefleyen
toplumun, hedefinin aksine, toplumsal giivenliginde azalma gdzlenir. Israil ve
Filistin arasinda yillar boyu siiren toprak paylasimi temelli problem, Israil’in
toplumsal giivenlik ikilemi kapsaminda degerlendirilebilmektedir. Bu
baglamda, Israil’in devam eden sekilde giivenlik 6nlemlerini Filistinlilere kars
arttirmasi, Israil’in toplumsal giivenlik ikileminin bir sonucudur. Siirekli
arttirillan giivenlik dnlemleri ise Filistinlilere ¢esitli alanlarda kisitlamalar ve
ekonomik zorluklar olarak yansimaktadir. Filistinlilerin hayatlarinin her alanini
etkileyen kisitlama ise g¢evresel alandakilerdir. Ozellikle su paylasimindaki
esitsizlik, Filistinlerin temel ge¢im kaynaklarindan biri olan tarimi: olumsuz
yonde etkilemekte ve toplumdaki issizlik oranini arttirmaktadir.  Bu
kisitlamalarin ve ekonomik zorluklarin uzun yillar artarak devam ettigi goz
oniine alindiginda, Filistin toplumsal yapisindaki giivensizlik olgusunun ve
gelecege karst olumsuz diisiincelerin bireyler arasinda hiikiim siirmesinin

nedenlerini Israil’in toplumsal giivenlik ikilemiyle degerlendirmek olasidir.

Filistin tarth yazimi bolimii, teorik incelemeyi takiben okuyucuya
sunulmaktadir. Israil’in toplumsal giivenlik ikileminin analizinden sonra,
Filistin  tarth  yazimi, Filistinlilerin  toprak  haklarin1  savunmasini
gostermektedir. 1970°e kadar olan siiregte, Filistin tarihsel yaziminin ortak

ozelligi, Bat1i ve Kkiiltiirline karsi olan karsithiktir. 1970°den sonra ise,
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Filistinlilerin tarih yazimlari, dini, hukuksal ve demografik olmak tizere lig

kategoride toprak haklarini savunma yoniinde eserleri icermektedir.

Filistin Literatiirii boliimiinde, okuyucuya toplum hakkindaki arastirmalar ve
benzer yapitlarla ilgili bilgi sunulmaktadir. Filistin Edebiyatinda karsilasilan
yapit ve aragtirmalarin genel olarak hangi temel unsurlar icerdigi ve
cogunlukla bu c¢aligmalarin  hangi temayr okuyucuya sunduklar
belirtilmektedir. Bu baglamda, Filistin Edebiyati’nda ¢ogunlukla karsilagilan
ve vyapitlarin ‘temasi’ olarak kabul edebilecegimiz Ozellikler, bireylerin
karsilagilan olaylar dogrultusunda hissettikleri giivensizlik, hapsedilme
korkusu, asagilanmak ve Israillileri karsit grup olarak gérme egilimi olarak yer

almaktadir.

Filistin toplumsal kimliginin yazarlarin giivenlik algisini nasil sekillendirdigini
anlamak adma atilacak ilk adim, Filistin toplumsal kimligini olusturan
etmenlerin ve toplum yapisinin bu etmenler karsisinda nasil sekillendigini
degerlendirmeyi igermektedir. Bu baglamda, Filistin toplumsal yapisindaki
koklesmis sosyal kimlik faktorlerinin tespiti ve analizi sosyal kimlik teorisi
kullanimiyla gerceklestirilmistir. Sosyal kimlik teorisi, bireylerin algilarinda,
kendi goriislerine ek olarak birden fazla toplumsal goriisiin de etkili oldugunu
gostermektedir. Bir¢ok farkli sosyal yapi ile etkilesimde bulanan bireyler, grup
aidiyeti hissetmek adma, toplumsal, etnik, veya milliyet¢i olarak
nitelendirilebilecek sosyal kimlik faktorlerinden etkilenmektedirler. Filistin
toplumsal kimligi hakkinda bilgi saglayan aragtirmalar ve ¢aligmalar 15131nda,
secilen yapitlar da goz Oniine alinarak, bireylerin giivenlik algist gelisiminde
toplumsal kimlik etkisi bulunan ii¢ temel etmen yapit analizlerinden Once
detayli olarak okuyucuya sunulmustur. Bu etmenler, sirasiyla, tarihsel
deneyimler, Israillileri karsit grup olarak kabul etmek ve Israil polis ve
askerlerini zalim olarak gormek olarak isimlendirilmistir. Filistin’in tarihsel
siireci gbz Oniine alindiginda, toplumsal kimligin yasanan zorlu deneyimlerin

golgesinde gelistigi asikardir. Bu baglamda, bireylerin Israillilere karsi
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duydugu korku, ofke ve gilivensizligin toplumdaki tarih boyu kemiklesmis
olgulardan biri oldugu gercegi yadsinamamaktadir. Tarihsel deneyimlerle ayni
satirda yer alabilecek olan ikinci etmen, Filistinlilerin Israillileri karsit grup
olarak kabul etmeleridir. Yapilan analizler sayesinde istatiksel olarak da
ispatlanan bu durum, tarihsel olaylarla dogrudan eslestirilebilmektedir. Israil
polis ve askerlerinin zalim olarak kabul ediligleri ise yine hem segilen
yapitlarda hem de bu calismada yer almasa da konu kapsamindaki bir¢ok
calismada goriilebilecek olan diger bir etmendir. Segilen yapitlardan yola
cikildiginda, yazarlarin giivenlik ve smir kontrol bolgelerinde Israilli asker ve
polislerin tavrindan rahatsiz olduklar1 ve kendilerini son derece gilivensiz
hissettikleri net bir bicimde alintilarla gézlemlenmektedir. Belirtilen bu {i¢
etmeni bir arada degerlendirmek gerekirse, Filistin toplumsal yapisinda,
tarihsel deneyimler, Israillileri karsit grup olarak gérme ve Filistinli asker ve
polislerin zalim olarak kabul edilisi kemiklesmis unsurlar olup, yazarlarin

giivenlik algisinin sekillenmesinde etkin rol oynamaktadirlar.

Suad Amiry ve Raja Shehadeh’in secilen yapitlari, yazarlarin giivenlik algisi
analizi kapsaminda Filistin toplumsal kimlik yaratiminda bulunan bu {i¢ temel
unsur gozetilerek gerceklestirilmistir. Calismanin okuyuculara agik ve net bir
karsilastirma analizi sunmasi1 hedeflenerek, her yazar i¢in ayri bir boliim
olusturulmus ve bu boliimlerde yapitlardan alint1 yapilarak yazarlarin giivenlik
algilarinin toplumsal kimlik faktorlerinden nasil etkilendikleri yapitlardan

saglanan alintilarin analizi ile tespit edilmistir.

Suad Amiry’nin Sharon and My Mother in Law yapitinda, bir sosyal faktor
olarak alman tarithsel deneyimlerin yazarin giivenlik algisimi etkileyisi, ¢
ornekle analiz edilmistir. Bu 6rneklerden ilkini, Filistinliler i¢in tarihi bir sovgi
olarak kullanilan ‘hajjeh’ kelimesinin Amiry’e Israilli bir asker tarafindan
kullanilmas1 olusturmaktadir. Israilli askerin Amiry ile konusmasi sirasinda
‘hajjeh’ kelimesini kullanmasi, Amiry’nin giivenlik algisin1 olumsuz yonde

tetiklemistir. Diger bir deyisle, yazar, toplumunun tarihsel gegmisinde maruz
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kaldig1 asagilanmay1 kendi yasadigi durum ile eslestirmistir. Bu baglamda,
‘hajjeh’ kelimesi, analiz kapsaminda sosyal kalip yargisi olarak belirtilmistir.
Yazarin, kahve makinasinin sesinin Israilli askerleri rahatsiz etme ihtimalini
geemiste yasanan isgal giinlerindeki gilinliik sikintilarla eslestirmesi de,
Amiry’nin  giivenlik  algisinin  tarihsel  deneyimlerden  etkilenigini
gostermektedir. Amiry’nin kahve makinasinin sesini duydugunda, evinin
Israilli askerler tarafindan basildigim1 hatirlamasi1 ve isgal giinlerine geri
donmesi detayl bir sekilde anlatilmaktadir. Bu baglamda, Amiry’nin giivenlik
algisinin gecmis deneyimlerle baglantili oldugu aciktir. Tarihsel deneyimler
kapsaminda incelenen son Ornek, Amiry’nin arkadasinin, Filistinlilerin
hayatlarin1 savas serisi olarak nitelendirmesini igermektedir. Kullanilan savas
serisi agiklamasi, Filistinlilerin, su anki ve gelecekteki hayatlarini bir biitiin

olarak kabul ettiklerini ve devam eden giivensizlik duygularin1 gostermektedir.

Amiry’nin Sharon and My Mother in Law yapit analizinde, Israillilerin &teki
grup olarak kabul edilmesini destekleyen Orneklerin analizi de okuyucuya
sunulmaktadir. Amiry’nin Israilli askerleri tasvir ederken kullandig sifatlar;
korku, giivensizlik ve tistiinliik algilariyla eslesmektedir. Diger bir anlatimla,
Amiry, binalar i¢in kullanilan heybetli, karanlik ve {irkiitiicii imajlarim Israilli
askerler igin kullanmaktadir. Bu kapsamda, Amiry tarafindan Israilli askerler
otekilestirilmektedir. Benzer olarak, Amiry’nin Israilli askerleri zalim olarak

kabul ettigi de yazarin i¢sel konusmalariyla okuyucuya anlatilmaktadir.

Amiry’nin gilivenlik algisinin toplumsal kimlik faktorlerinden etkilemisini fark
ettigi anlar da, Sharon and My Mother in Law yapit analizi kapsaminda son
boliim olarak agiklanmaktadir. Amiry, kimligini almak iizere katildig1 davette,
Filistinlilerin —hatta ilk dakikalarda kendisinin- ilerde delil olarak
kullanilabilecegi diislincesiyle fotograf c¢ektirmekten rahatsiz olduklarini
gozlemler. Bu noktada, yazar, Filistinlilerin, tarihsel travmalardan
etkilenislerini fark eder ve kendi giivenlik algisin1 analiz etmeye baslar.

Analizine Filistinli ¢ocuklarin davranislarini inceleyerek devam eden Amiry,
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onlarin olup bitenden haberleri olmadig1 icin ne kadar 6zgiir olduklarini
diisiiniir. Bu baglamda, Filistin toplumsal yapisinin heniiz etkisinde kalmamig
olan c¢ocuklarin davramiglarinin rahatligi, yazarin dikkatini ¢ekmistir.
Amiry’nin c¢ocuklarin rahat davraniglariyla kendi ve diger Filistinlilerin
gerginligini, Filistin toplumsal kimliginin etkisi kapsaminda degerlendirdigi

gozlemlenir.

Suad Amiry’nin diger yapiti, Nothing to Lose but Your Life’in analizi de
belirtilen ii¢ sosyal kimlik faktorii géz Oniine alinarak gerceklestirilmistir.
Yapitta, Amiry’nin, iscilerin fotograf g¢ektirmesine karsi verdikleri tepkiyi
tarihsel deneyimler kapsaminda analiz ettigi gézlemlenir. Yazarin bu analizi,
Filistin tarihsel ge¢misinin ve yasanan travmalarin bireyleri nasil
giivensizlestirdigini okuyucuya vurgulamaktadir. Bu baglamda, yazarin iki
yapitinda da, fotograf cektirmek, bir sosyal kalip yargist olarak, ilerde delil
olarak kullanilabilecegi korkusuyla eslestirilmektedir. Amiry’nin bu yapitinda
da, Israilli askerleri benzer sifatlar kullanarak tasvir ettigi gdzlemlenir.
Otobiiste kimlik kart1 kontrolii yapan askerin goriiniisiiniin, Amiry tarafindan
aciklandig satirlar, diger yapittaki asker agiklamalariyla eslesmektedir. Israilli
asker ve polislerin bir sosyal kimlik faktorii olarak zalim olarak kabul edilmesi
boliimiinde ise, Amiry’in gilivenlik algisinda kontrol noktalarinin énemli roli
oldugu gozlemlenmistir. Gilivenlik noktalarinda kendini gilivensiz ve gergin
hisseden Amiry’nin bu durumu, onun Israilli askerler tarafindan
oldiirtilebilecegi veya gozaltina alinabilecegi korkusundan kaynaklanmaktadir.
Yazarin, toplumsal kimlik faktoriiniin giivenlik algisimi etkiledigini fark edisi,
bu yapitta da gozlemlenmektedir. Filistinli iscilerin, Israillilere benzemek
amaciyla kiyafetlerini degistirmesi ve yeni kiyafetleriyle kendilerini daha
giivenli hissedisleri, Amiry tarafindan okuyucuya aktarilmaktadir. Amiry, bu
esnada, iscilerin davraniglarindaki degisimi, toplumsal kimlik faktorlerinin

ortadan kalkmasina baglar.
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Raja Shehadeh’in Strangers in the House yapiti, belirtilen sosyal kimlik
faktorleri goz Oniline alinarak incelenmistir. Filistin toplumundaki ev kavrami
eksikligi, tarthsel deneyimlerin giivenlik algisina etkisi kapsaminda toplumda
yer edinmis en belirgin unsurlardan biri olarak goézlemlenmektedir. Toplumda
taniklik edilen zorlu yasam kosullar1 ve isgaller nedeniyle, bireylerin evlerini
giivenliklerini saglamak amaciyla terk edisleri, ev unsurunu giivenlik unsuru ile
eslestirmektedir. Shehadeh’in Strangers in the House yapitinda da, babasinin
ayrildiklar1 evden sadece buda heykelini alarak ayrilmasi, tarihsel deneyimlerin
yazarin giivenlik algisina etkisi ¢ercevesinde okuyucuya aktarilmistir. Yazarin,
ailesiyle birlikte Israil isgalinden saklandigi sirada, bulunduklari evin
kusatildigini anlamasit ve oOldiiriilme ihtimalini hesaplamasi, Shehadeh’in
Israilli askerleri zalim olarak gdrmeye baslamasimi agiklayan satirlar olarak
kabul edilebilmektedir. Bu baglamda, Shehadeh, bir ¢ocuk olarak, ailesinin ve
kendisinin 6ldiiriilme ihtimalini diisiinerek, ¢evresinde anlatilan gegmis anilar
da dinleyerek, Israilli askerleri zalim olarak gérmeye baslamistir. Shehadeh’in
{iniversite yillarinda, Israillilere kars: hissettigi karsithg kendine itiraf etmesi,
bu sosyal kimlik faktoriiniin yaratimimi dogrulamaktadir. Shehadeh, i¢
hesaplasmast sirasinda, Israilliler hakkinda babasindan farkl diisiindiigiinii fark
etmekte ve Israillilerden nefret ettigini kendisine itiraf etmektedir. Bu
baglamda, Shehadeh’in i¢ hesaplagmasi, bir sosyal kimlik faktorii olarak kabul
edilen Israillilerin Stekilestirilmesi boliimiinde ele almmaktadir. Amiry’nin
yapitlariyla karsilastirildiginda, Shehadeh’in toplumsal kimlik faktoérlerinin
giivenlik algisina olan etkisini fark edisi, yazarin iki eserinde de daha fazla
gozlemlenmektedir. Shehadeh’in toplum icinde konusmaktan korkmasi ve
derslerinde sorular1 bilmesine ragmen cevaplar1 sessizce mirildanmasi, yazar
tarafindan Filistinlilerin giivenlik kaygilariyla eslestirilmis ve okuyucuya

aciklanmustir.

Shehadeh’in incelemeye alinan diger yapit1 Palestinian Walks’dur. Shehadeh,

bu yapitinda, okuyucuya kendi topraklarinin pastoral giizelligini tanitmakta ve
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doganin Israil ile yasanan sinir problemi ve toprak isgali nedeniyle aldig
zararlardan s6z etmektedir. Shehadeh’in yapit boyunca kullandig1 ‘sahra’ ya
gitmek eylemi, bulunan ¢evreden uzaklasma ve dogaya donerek Ozgiirlesmek
anlami tasimaktadir. Bu kapsamda, Shehadeh’in kullandigi kelimeler ve
semboller, yazarin giivenlik algis1 analizinde énemli yer tutmaktadir. Sahraya
gitmek bir anlamda yazarin kendi topraklarinda hissettigi 6zgtirlik anlayisini,
gelistirdigi giivenlik algis1 ile okuyucuya sunmaktadir. Yapitta, Israillilerle
Shehadeh ve c¢evresinin karsi karsiya geldiklerinde hissettikleri gerginlik,
Israillilerin karsit gruba dahil edilislerini acikca gostermekte ve iki iilke
arasinda yasanan sorunun toplumsal kimlik yaratimindaki Onemini One
cikartmaktadir. Buna ek olarak, Shehadeh, anlatiminda ¢esitli semboller
kullanarak okuyucuya i¢ hesaplagmasina taniklik etmesinin Otesinde firsat
tanimaktadir. Kullanilan sembollerden en ¢ok one ¢ikan ise zeytin agaglarinin
yol yapimi nedeniyle Israil tarafindan katledilmesi ve Filistinlilerin tarim
ugraglarinin engellenmesidir. Zeytin agaclarinin Bati1 Seria’daki anlami, gerek
tarimda Onemli bir rol oynamalar1 gerekse Filistin tarihine taniklik etmeleri
nedeniyle dikkat cekmektedir. Bu kapsamda, Shehadeh, giivenlik algisi
yaratiminda okuyucuya ekonomik ve toplumsal faktorleri géz oniine ¢ikararak

birden fazla degerlendirme alan1 agmaktadir.

Shehadeh’in yapitin en basinda okuyucuya sundugu haritalar da yazarin
giivenlik algis1 analizinde onemli yer tutmaktadir. Yapitta yer alan iki haritan
ilki, her yerde bulunabilecek Kuzey ve Bati Seria haritasin1 okuyucuya
sunarken; ikincisi, yazarin giivenlik algisin1 haritaya koydugu gorsel
aciklamalarla ortaya cikarmaktadir. lIkinci haritada, Shehadeh, gerek
arkadaglariyla gerekse bireysel olarak karsilastigi giivenlik problemlerini
bulundugu boélgelerde harita iizerine isaretlemistir. Haritada gozlemlenen
elinde silah tutan Israilli kadin figiirii, Shehadeh ve arkadasinin vurulma
tehlikesi yasadigi nokta ve diger isaretlemeler, Shehahdeh’in giivenlik algisi

analizinde 6nemli yer tutmaktadir. Bu baglamda, Suad Amiry’nin yapitlarinin
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aksine, Raja Shehadeh’in yapit analizi boliimiinde sembol ve harita analizlerine
toplumsal kimlik etmenlerine ek olarak ayrica agiklama igeren bir boliim

eklenmistir.

Shehadeh, Palestinian Walks adli yapitini, okuyucuya verdigi kritik bir mesajla
sonlandirmaktadir. Yapitin son sayfalarinda, Shehadeh, Israil bélgesinde yer
alan topraklarda sahraya gitmektedir. Yiiriiyiisii sirasinda bir Israillinin de
bulundugu boélgede oturdugunu goérmekte olmasma karsin kisi ile sorun
yasamamak adma hicbir sey sOylemeden yoluna devam etmeye karar
vermektedir. Israilli adamm Shehadeh’e neden bu bolgede gezdigini sormasi
ile baglayan diyalog, bir siire sonra okuyucuya toplumsal kimligin her iki
tarafin da giivenlik algis1 yaratiminda ne denli etkili oldugunu gostermektedir.
Yapitin sonunda, Shehdadeh, Israilli ile tartismasina karsin, onun nazik
teklifini reddetmekle kabalik ettigini diislinerek onun yanina dénmekte ve
Israilli adam ile yazar yan yana oturarak, iki iilke arasindaki giivenlik ve toprak
paylasimi  problemlerini g6z ardi ederek konusmaya baslamaktadir.
Shehadeh’in yapitin sonunda okuyucuya verdigi mesaj agiktir: Toprak
paylasimi ve yasanilan problemler, toplumsal kimlik algisini her iki tarafta da
sekillendirmektedir. Oysa biitiin bu etmenler bir kenara kondugunda, bir Israilli
ve Filistinli ayn1 oranda sevdikleri dogaya nazir keyifle sohbet etme sansina

her zaman sahip olacaklardir.

Calismanin sonu¢ boliimii, okuyucuya tez sorusunun cevabini karsilagtirmali
analiz ile sunmay1 hedeflemektedir. Bu kapsamda, yapit karsilastirmalari
birgok agidan ele alinmakta ve yazarlarin giivenlik algilarinin benzerlikleri ve
farkliliklar1 okuyucuya sistematik olarak sunulmaktadir. Yazarlarin yazim
stilleri, Filistin toplumuna bakis agilar1 ve yapitlarinda okuyucu igin yer

verdikleri 6rnekler, karsilagtirmali analiz ¢ercevesinde goz Oniine alinmaktadir.

Yazarlarin yapitlarda kullandigr yazim stili karsilagtirma kapsaminda goz

Oniine alindiginda, Suad Amiry’nin yapitlarinda toplumsal kimliginin etkisinde
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kaldig1 acikca gozlemlenmektedir. Amiry, yazim stili olarak c¢ogunlukla
toplumdan 6rnek vermekte ve kendini giivensiz hissettigi anlar1 ve kosullari
toplumsal kimlik ogeleri ile eslestirerek okuyucusuna sunmaktadir. Bu
baglamda, Amiry’nin bireysel giivenlik algis1 yerine toplumsal kimlikle eslesen
bir giivenlik algisinin  oldugu sdylenebilmektedir. Raja Shehadeh’in
yapitlarinda ise, Amiry’den farkli olarak, yazarin giivenlik algis1 gelisimindeki
i¢ hesaplagsmalari, babasinin satirlarin1 okurken gozlenmektedir. Shehadeh’in
yazim stilinde, okuyucu, ¢ogunlukla yazarin kendini analiz edisine taniklik
etmekte ve bu toplumsal kimlik Ogelerinin yazarin giivenlik anlayisi ile
karsilastirilmasimni agikca gozlemleme firsati bulmaktadir. Bu unsurlara ek
olarak, Shehadeh’in gerek haritadaki isaretlemeleri gerekse yapitlarindaki
sembol kullanimlart Amiry’nin yapitlarindan farklilik gostermekte ve
okuyucuya yazarin bireysel giivenlik algisi gelisimini agik¢a gozlemleme

firsati sunmaktadir.

Her iki yazarda da Filistin toplumuna dair yapilan aciklamalar giivenlik algisi
kapsaminda belirgin benzerlikler gostermektedir. Toplumun yasadig: sikintilar
her iki yazarmm yapitlarinda da gozlemlenmektedir. Giivenlik algisi
karsilastirmas1 kapsaminda topluma dair yapilan ac¢iklamalar, Suad Amiry’nin
yapitlarinda daha fazla okuyucu ile bulusmakta, yazarin giivenlik algisinin

toplumun bir pargasi olarak gelistigini gostermektedir.

Filistin toplumuna dair yapilan agiklamalarin aksine, yapitlarda secilen
ornekler yazarlara gore farklilik gOstermektedir. Giivenlik algisi
degerlendirmesi kapsaminda, Raja Shehadeh’in sectigi Ornekler, yazarin
bireysel giivenlik algisinin toplumdan hangi nedenlerden otiirii farklilik
gosterdigini vurgulamaktadir. Shehadeh’den farkli olarak, Suad Amiry’nin
yapitlar1 géz oniine alindiginda, yazarin giivenlik algisinin toplumsal giivenlik
algistyla ortiistiigii gozlemlenmektedir. Bu eslesme, Amiry’nin daha ¢ok

bulundugu toplumdan 6rnekleme yapmasini da beraberinde getirmistir.
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Calismanin yazarlarin giivenlik hakkindaki diisiincelerini igerdigi boliim ise,
yazarlarin giivenlik algisinin toplumsal kimlik faktorlerinden etkilendigini
gostermektedir. Calismanin tutarliligini saglamak amaciyla, Raja Shehadeh ile
baglanti kurulmus ve Shehadeh, hem kendi hem de yapitlarinda soz ettigi
babasi ile ilgili giivenlik algis1 sorularina igtenlikle cevap vermistir. Alinan
cevaplar 1s18inda, Shehadeh, giivenlik algisinin toplumsal kimlikten
etkilendigini fark ettigini ve bu etkiyi ortadan kaldirmak adina giivenlik algisini
kendisinin sekillendirmeye calistigin1 belirtmistir. Suad Amiry ile baglanti
kurulamadig icin, ¢aligmayr desteklemek amaciyla yazarin glivenlik hakkinda
cevapladigl sorularin yer aldig1 konferans notlarindan yararlanilmistir. Amiry,
giivenlik algis1 ile 1ilgili sorulara verdigi cevaplarla bulundugu toplumsal
kimligin giivenlik algis1 ile olan baglantisim kabul etmis ve Filistin’in Israil ile
ilgili olan sorunlar1 haricinde, baska konularla diinyaya tanitilmasi gerektigini
belirtmistir. Bu baglamda, yazarlarin giivenlik algilar1 ile ilgili yapilan
karsilagtirmali analiz ve analiz sonucunda Filistin toplumsal kimlik
faktorlerinin  yazarlarin  gilivenlik algilarii  etkiledigi  gézlemlenmistir.
Filistinlilerin tekrar eden tarihsel deneyimleri, Israil’in giivenligini saglamak
adma topluma getirdigi kisitlamalar, ve toplumun geneline hakim olan sosyal

travmalar, yazarlarin giivenlik algilarinin sekillenmesinde rol oynamaktadir.

Giivenlik kelimesinin gerek terimsel gerekse giindelik hayattaki kullanimin yer
aldig1 herhangi bir konusma veya bilimsel ¢alisma i¢in “sonug olarak™ kalibini
kullanmak dogru olmayacaktir. Glivenlik algisi, bu calismada da goriildiigii
tizere yoklugunda insanlarin fark ettikleri en temel unsurlardan biridir. Bati
Seria kokenli yazarlar olan Suad Amiry ve Raja Shehadeh’in giivenlik algisi
karsilagtirmasi, bu giivenlik algilarindan sadece ikisini okuyucu ile
bulusturmaktadir. Calisma sirasinda karsilasilan en biiyiik giicliik, bulunan
yapitlarin Ingilizce cevirilerinin olmamasindan kaynaklanmustir. Yapilan her
caligmanin alan gozetmeksizin gelistirilmesi gerektigi gercektir. Bat1 Seria

kokenli yazarlar olan Suad Amiry ve Raja Shehadeh’in yapit karsilagtirmalart
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yoluyla giivenlik algisi analizlerini okuyucuya sunan bu calisma, Arapca
yazilan ancak Ingilizceye ¢evrilmeyen diger yazarlarin yapitlarinin analizlerin
yapilmasi ile gelistirilebilecektir. Buna ek olarak, Israil kdkenli yazarlarin
yapitlarinin incelenmesiyle, ¢alisma, yine giivenlik olgusu analizi kapsaminda
zenginlestirilebilir. Israil kokenli yazarlarm giivenlik olgusu analizini
saglayacak olan yapit analizleri ¢alismanin igerigini daha genis bir perspektifte
gozlemlemeyi saglayacaktir. Giivenlik ile ilgili sOylenecek her séz, hangi
zaman dilimi icerisinde degerlendirilirse degerlendirilsin ¢esitlilik icerecek ve
tartismaya agik olacaktir. Gerek yapit analizlerinde gerekse herhangi bir
bireyin gilivenlik taniminda yer alan sozciikler, diinyadaki insan sayisi1 kadar
farklilik gosterecektir. Bu baglamda, gilivenlik alaninda yer alan her calisma

gelistirilmeye acik olacaktir.
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