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ABSTRACT

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL DIMENSIONS OF THE CRIMEAN CRISIS
BEFORE AND AFTER 2014

Demydova, Viktoriia
Ph.D., Department of Area Studies
Supervisor : Prof. Dr. Oktay F. Tanrisever
February 2017, 380 pages

This work covers the Crimean crisis of 2014, i.e. the EuroMaidan that started in
Kyiv, in November 2013, and that was followed by the Anti-Maidan in the Crimea,
and, as a result, the proclamation of independence, as well as the unification of the
Crimea with Russia via referendum. Contrary to the views of some experts who
argue that the Crimean crisis and the annexation of the Crimea as well as the
developments in the aftermath of this annexation could be explained with the
reference to foreign policies of Kyiv and Moscow, this thesis argues that local
regional dynamics in the form of historical, social, cultural, political and economic
structures have played a decisive role in the outbreak and development of the
Ukrainian crisis.

Keywords: Crimea, Russia, annexation, EuroMaidan, region.



0z

2014 ONCESI VE SONRASINDA
KIRIM KRIiZININ IC VE DIS BOYUTLARI

Demydova, Viktoriia
Doktora, Bolge Caligmalar1 Boliimii
Tez Yoneticisi: Prof. Dr. Oktay F. Tanrisever
Subat 2017, 380 sayfa

Bu calisma, 2014 Kirim krizini, baska bir deyisle Kasim 2013'te Kiev'de baslayan
EuroMaidan, takiben Kirim'da Anti-Maidan ve sonug olarak bagimsizlik ilani ve
referandum yoluyla Rusya ile Kirim’in birlesmesi konularim1 kapsamaktadir.Bu tez,
Kirim krizinin ve Kirim'i thakinin ve bu ilhak sonrasinda yasanan gelismelerin Kiev
ve Moskova'nin dig politikalarina istinaden agiklanabilecegini iddia eden bazi
uzmanlarin goriislerinin aksine, tarihi, sosyal, kiiltiirel, politik ve ekonomik formdaki
yerel bolgesel dinamiklerin Ukrayna krizinin patlak vermesi ve gelismesinde

belirleyici bir rol oynadigini iddia eder.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kirim, Rusya, ilhak, EuroMaidan, bolge.



To the Crimeans

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The author wishes to express her deepest gratitude to her supervisor Prof. Dr. Oktay
F. Tannisever for his guidance, advice, criticism, encouragements and insight

throughout the research.

The author would also like to thank Prof. Dr. Nuri Yurdusev, Prof. Dr. Firat Purtas,
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sevilay Kahraman, Assist. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Zeki Gunay for their

suggestions and comments.

The author would also like to thank Ediz Edizyurek, Yuriy Katliarou, Yuliya
Mimaroglu-Biletska, Anna Prach for their support and invaluable insight during my
PhD studies. The assistance of the interviewees that kindly agreed to participate in
my research is gratefully acknowledged. Besides, the author expresses her gratitude
to the research assistants of the Area Studies department for their patience and

support.

This study was supported by the TUBITAK BIDEB 2015 program.

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PLAGIARISM.....i ettt ettt st e b se e e e e i

ABSTRACT .ttt et et nae e be e be e e \Y

OZ ettt Vv

DEDICATION . ...t nnne s vi

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. ...t vii

TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt viil

LIST OF TABLES...... oottt iX

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS. ... .o X
CHAPTER

1. INTRODUCTION. ...ttt e 1

1.1.Scope and ODJECTIVE. .......cuiiiieieieriere e 1

1.2. ReSearch QUESTION........couiiireiiie ettt ree 2

1.3, LIterature REVIEW.........ccuiirieiiieiiiieiesiee et 2

L4, ATQUMENT. ... 11

1.5. Research Design and Methodology.........c.ccocuveeienenencncnencnine 12

1.6. TNESIS SIUCTUIE. ..ot 14

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK .......ccoiiiiiiiieiee e 16

2.1, INEFOTUCTION. ...t 16

2.2. Neoclassical Realism as a Basis of Research.............cc.cccecvnnennee. 16

2.2.1. The Key Provisions of the Neoclassical Realism.......... 17

2.2.2. State Apparatus in the Foreign Policy Making.............. 20

viii



2.2.3. Threats identification and assessment.............cccocveeveene. 20
2.2.4. DOMESLIC INtEreSt groUpPS.......ccveiveerveeieeseeieesieeiesee s 23
2.2.5. Democratic transition and the institutional strength......25

2.2.6. Military Intervention and the Role of Domestic

ACTOTS...eie s 27

2.2.7. Resource EXraction...........ccocoevvvineneiinenciseseneenes 28

2.2.8. Ideology and state-sponsored nationalism..................... 29

2.2.9. Neoclassical Realism and the Issue of Identity............. 30

2.3. Neoclassical Realism and Area Studies............ccocvverevnircinnnnnn. 32
2.4, CONCIUSION......eiiiiiiiiiieeee e 36
3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE CRIMEA BEFORE 1991....... 37
3.1 INrOAUCTION. ...t 37
3.2. Historical Background of the Crimea...........cccccevevenenenencnienne. 38
3.2.1. Early Developments in the Region............cccocevvrvninnne. 38

3.2.2. The Crimean Khanate...........ccccoveriineniineceeeee, 43

3.2.3. The Annexation of the Crimea by Russia...................... 47

3.3. An Autonomous Status of the Crimea in the Early Soviet
Era, 1917 - 1941 52

3.3.1. Taurida Republic and the World War I........................ 52

3.3.2. Establishment of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet
Socialist RepubliC.........cccooiiiiiii e, 55

3.3.3. Development of National Education and Culture
in the Crimea before World War Il..........cccccoooeiiiiiiiiiennnn 58

3.3.4. Religious AFfairsS.........cceieeiiiieiie e 63



3.3.5. Interethnic relations in the Crimea before the WW!II....65

3.4. Developments in the Region during the World War 11, 1941-

3.4.1. Ethnic Cleanings as a Preventive Measure.................... 69

3.4.2. 1944 Stalin's Deportation Decree and the Change of

the Status of the Crimea in 1945..........ccccovviiiinciiiiee 71

3.5. 1954 changes, their implications and consequences.................... 75

3.6. CONCIUSION. ....oiiiiiieiee e 78

4. DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CRIMEA IN 1991 - 2014......ccceviiiieienee. 80
4.1, INEFOAUCTION. ....c.vieiiiiteieieiieeee e 80

4.2. Development of the Governmental System of the Crimea
AFEEN 1901, . i s 80

4.2.1. Autonomous Status and the Institution of
Presidency in the Crimea..........ccccevieienini i, 81

4.2.2. Institution of Presidency in the Crimea............c.ccc....... 84

4.2.3. 1996 Constitution of Ukraine. Provisions on the

Status of the Crimea........cccoovieiiiiiiieeeee e 86
4.2.4. 1998 Constitution of Crimea..........cccceeevereivieniniennn, 86
4.2.5. Issue of Referendum.........ccccoovviiiiniiniiccceeee, 87
4.3. Social and Demographic Characteristics of the Region............... 89

4.3.1. General Overview of the Ethnic Composition and
Regional Identities in the Crimea..........cc.cocevvvinenininnieienn, 89

4.3.2. Main Religious and Ethnic Actors of the Crimean

Autonomous RepubliC...........ccccoiiiiiiiii 91



4.3.3. Development of the Ethnic Contradictions in the

REGION. ...t e 99

A.3.4, LANQUAGE ..eoovveeiieiieciie ettt 108

4.4. Political Dynamics in the Crimea, in 1991 - 2014..................... 112

4.5, CONCIUSION. ..ottt 130

5. DOMESTIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE CRIMEAN CRISIS................. 132
5.1, INrOAUCTION. ...ttt s 132

5.2. Political System of Ukraine and its Domestic Policies as a
Precondition for the Political Crisis of 2014..........cccccovvivevviiviienne 133

5.2.1. Form of the Government, Weak Institutions and
Non-Democratic Procedures as the Factors
Of the Separation..........cccccveveiieie i 133

5.2.2. Consolidation of Power by the President Viktor
YaNUKOVYCN. ...t s 138

5.2.3. Nation-Building Policies in Ukraine................cc........ 143
5.3. Foreign Policy Inconsistencies of the Ukrainian Government...147

5.3.1. The EU - Ukraine Association Agreement'’s
ADIOgatIoN......cviiiii s 147

5.3.2. The Role of the Eurasian Union and the Russian

Federation in Ukraine's Domestic Turmoil.........ccccccvveeeeennnn. 150
5.4. The Role of the EuroMaidanin the Separation of the Crimea....153

5.4.1. Mismanagement of the Ukrainian Leadership
DUring Maidan............ccceeviiieiieiecc e 153

5.5. Anti-Maidan in the Crimea and the Crimea's Separation........... 161

5.5.1.The Role of Different Elites in the Crimean Crisis of



5.5.2. EuroMaidan in the Crimea.........c.cccocvvveviennnieeseennenn, 165
5.5.3.The Crimean Declaration of Independence.................. 169

5.5.4. Referendum of 16 March 2014 and the Russian

ANNeXation Of the Crimea.........eeeeeeeeeee e 173
5.5, CONCIUSION. ... 175

6. INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT AND EXTERNAL FACTORS

THAT LED TO THE SEPARATION OF THE CRIMEA.........cccccoovinnnnn. 179
6.1, INErOUCTION. ....eeiiiiieiicie e 179
6.2. Russian Foreign Policy Discourse and Implementation............ 180

6.2.1.Documental provisions of the Russian Foreign

POLICY ...ttt 180
6.2.2. EurAsEc and the Customs Union..........ccccceevvvivinennn, 184
6.2.3. Energy Security of Ukraine and Russia's Policies....... 189

6.2.4. Russian Intervention during the Ukrainian Crisis

and the Annexation of the Crimea.........cccceeeevveeececieceeeaeeen, 191
6.3. ThE EU POIICIES. ..o, 197

6.3.1. EU - Ukraine Relations. Negotiations on the EU -

Ukraine Association Agreement and the DCFTA................. 197
6.3.2. Ensuring Energy SeCUurity..........cccvvvevveiieieeircriecnnenn, 201
6.3.3. Cancellation of the Agreement.............ccccceevvviiieinennns 204

6.4. Role of NATO in the Crisis and the Silent Position of the

6.4.1. NATO Eastern Enlargement and Alliance's
Standpoint during the CriSiS........ccccevieiiiiiie e 206

6.4.2. The US POSIHTION....oooiiiiieie 213

Xii



6.4.3. United Nations Security Council.............ccccoovvvnnnnnnn. 214

6.5. Ambiguities of the International Law: Territorial

Integrity vs. Self-Determination Right..............cccooveviviiiicincee 215
6.6. CONCIUSION......otiiiiiiiieiieie e 218

7. DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CRIMEA AFTER ITS
ANNEXATION BY THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN MARCH

2004 e 220
7.1, INrOAUCTION. ...t s 220

7.2. Formation of the Power Structures and Policies........................ 221

7.2.1. Legislative and Institutional Provisions...................... 221

7.2.2. Citizenship in the Crimea..........cccceevvveveeve i 226

7.2.3. New Legislation and Regulations in the Crimea......... 229

7.2.4. New Cadres in the Region..........cccccoevereniiininienn 233

7.2.5. Political Parties in the Annexed Crimea.............c.c...... 236

7.2.6. The Perception of the Transition period by the

G IMIBANS. ettt e e e e e 237

7.3. Policies Regarding Non-Russian Ethnic Groups'

DISCOMTANCE. ...ttt 239
7.3.1. The Crimean Tatars in the Annexed Crimea............... 239
7.3.2. Ukrainians in the Annexed Crimea............ccccoeeveunnen. 255
7.4. Economic Developments in the Crimea...........cccocevevencinniene. 259
7.4.1. ECONOMIC SANCHIONS......ccviiiiiieiciesic e 260
7.4.2. Economic Development..........ccccvevveiiievieiieccie e, 260
7.5, CONCIUSION....c.viiiiiiiicece e 268

Xiii



8. THE CRIMEA'S RELATIONS WITH MOSCOW, RUSSIAN
REGIONS, AND PARADIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH

OTHER STATES. ...ttt bbb 271
8.1, INrOAUCTION......ccveiiiieiicie e e 271
8.2. The Crimea - Moscow Relations: Federal Center vs.

Subject of the Federation............cccccevvviiieeii s 271
8.2.1. Establishing New Federal Legislation in the
CrIMEAL ..t 272
8.2.2. Economic Relations and Funding of the Republic......277
8.2.3. Federal Infrastructural Projects in the Crimea............. 280
8.3. Russian Military Presence in the Region............cccccceevveieiiennnnn 288
8.4. Relations With Other Regions of the Russian Federations........ 289
8.4.1. Cooperation Between the Crimea and Other
Regions of the Russian Federation............c.ccccoevvieevvenennnnne 289
8.4.2. Tatarstan's Special Role for the Crimea...................... 290
8.5. Relations Between the Crimea and UKraine............cc.ccccvevvenene. 293
8.6. The Crimea's Relations with Turkey: Issue of the Crimean
Tatars and COOPEIAtION........ccorviiiriririeeeee e 295
8.7. The Crimea in the Context of EU - Russia and NATO -
RUSSIA REIALIONS. ......eiieiiieiecieccee e 301
8.7.1. European Union's Position as to Ukrainian Crisis
and the Russia's Annexation of the Crimea...........cccccoevvvnens 301
8.7.2. NATO's Position as to the Crimean Crisis.................. 303
8.8. Foreign Economic Activity of the Region...........ccccccceevvviiineee. 305
8.9. CONCIUSION. .....oiiiiiiiecit et nre e 308

Xiv



9. CONCLUSION. ... oottt 311

REFERENCES........o i 322
APPENDICES. ... 360
A. CURRICULUM VITAE. ... 360
B.TURKISH SUMMARY/ TURKGCE OZET......ccccosviirerieseeieeeeereiaae 362
C.TEZ FOTOKOPISI IZIN FORMU........c.ccoeerririreiiieieiiessese s 380

XV



LIST OF TABLES
TABLES

Table 1. National composition of the Crimean population according to
1939 CONSUS. ...ttt etttk ettt ettt he et e et et e e sbe e e abe e ke e e b e e ebe e e nbeenbeeenee e e

XVi



AA
APEC
ARC
ASSR
BYuT
CAC
CEC
CES
CIS
CPC
CPSU
CTNM
CTPF
CSTO
CU
DCFTA
DTsMK
DUMK
EaP
ENP
EU
EurAseC
FEZ
FPE
FSB
FTA
GDP

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Association Agreement with the European Union
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Autonomous Republic of Crimea
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic
Block of Yulia Tymoshenko

Central Asian Cooperation

Central Executive Committee

Common Economic Space
Commonwealth of the Independent States
Council of People's Commissars
Communist Party of the Soviet Union
Crimean Tatar National Movement
Crimean Tatar People's Front

Collective Security Treaty Organization
Customs Union

Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area
Spiritual Center of Muslims of the Crimea
Spiritual Administration of the Muslims of Crimea
Eastern Partnership

European Neighborhood Policy

European Union

Eurasian Economic Community

Free Economic Zone

Foreign policy executives

Federal Security Service

Free Trade Area

Gross domestic product

Xvii



GUAM GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic

Development

IMF International Monetary Fund

IR International Relations

LDPR Liberal Democratic Party of Russia

MRG Minority Rights Group

MUSIAD Independent Industrialists” and Businessmen’s Association
NATO North Atlantic Alliance

NED National Endowment for Democracy

NGO Non-governmental organization

NKVD People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs

NRC NATO - Russia Council

OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
PCA Partnership and Cooperation Agreement with the EU
RCC Russian Community of Crimea

RCP(B) Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks)

RF Russian Federation

RSFSR Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic

SBU Security Service of Ukraine

SSR Soviet Socialist Republic

TIKA Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency
VCIOM Russian Public Opinion Research Center

UK United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
UN United Nations Organization

uoC Ukrainian Orthodox Church

UOC KP Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kyiv Patriarchy

UoC MP Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Moscow Patriarchy
us United States of America

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

WTO World Trade Organization

XViii



WWI World War |
WWII World War 11

XiX



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Scope and Objective

This thesis covers the Crimean crisis of 2014, i.e. the EuroMaidan that started in
Kyiv, in November 2013, and that was followed by the Anti-Maidan in the Crimea,
and, as a result, the proclamation of independence, as well as the unification of the
Crimea with Russia via referendum. At the same time, an important prerequisite of
this analysis, the historical developments in the Crimea are discussed. While the
thesis starts with the discussion of the first settlements in the Crimea, particular
attention is paid to the Crimean Khanate and the Russian Empire periods of the
Crimean history. Furthermore, analysis of the Soviet period is followed by the more
detailed examination of the political and ethnic dynamics after the dissolution of the
Soviet Union. Additionally, as a context and impetus for the long-lasting political
conflict in Ukraine the international context is studied. Important place is given to
the role of the EU, NATO and Russia with its Customs Union as factors that
jeopardized the Ukrainian domestic turbulences. Moreover, it is necessary to touch
upon the developments in the Crimea after the change of the status in 2014.
Therefore, the time period that is in the focus of my research is 2014 - 2016,
although two historic chapters are included into the thesis. The thesis aims at
presenting the domestic developments in the Crimea (political, economic, inter-
ethnic) that are seen as responsible for the outcome of the Anti-Maidan and the
Russian invasion. Using the area studies approach and the neoclassical realism, this

thesis concentrates on the role of the Crimean elites in the secession of the region.



1.2. Research Question

The Autonomous Republic of Crimea had always been the 'pro-Russian’ region of
Ukraine. This can be understood from the proportion of the Russians in the ethnic
composition of its population, the status of the Russian language, the electoral
behavior, and the particular importance of Sevastopol as the base of the Russian
fleet. Therefore, the explanation of the Crimean referendum and the consequent
changes as the result of the Russian invasion is found insufficient. This thesis seeks
to answer the question about the role of the Crimea’s political institutions, elites, state
- society relations, ideology and nationalism discourse and how resources extraction
mechanisms affect the choice of the autonomous republic during the political crisis.
This thesis will shed light on the internal dynamics in Crimea since 1991 and its
impact on the lust of the Crimeans to separate and become a part of the Russian

Federation in February - April 2014.

1.3. Literature Review

The bulk of the literature related to the topic of my thesis can be categorized
according to the main issues raised in this work. Thus, since the theoretical approach
to the Crimean crisis is discussed in details in the second chapter, | find it reasonable
to touch upon the works on the history of the region, first. The monographies on the
topic that can be used by the students of the region include, first of all, Andreyev's
The History of Crimea (Istoriya Kryma) in Russian.! It is a comprehensive study of
the history of the region dating back to the first human settlements. It goes through
the Scythians, Greek settlements, Crimean Khanate and the Russian Empire up to the
end of the XIXth century. Although the scholar works in Moscow, he appears to be

the author of the several books on the history of Crimea.

Valerii Dulichev is the author of the most wide-used textbook for the students of the

Crimean schools and universities Rasskazy Po Istorii Kryma (Narratives on the

! Aumpees, A. (1997). Hcmopus Kpvima: kpamkoe onucanue npouinozo Kpwimckozo noryocmposa. U3n-Bo
MesxpernoHasbHBIH HEHTP oTpaciieBoii nHpopMaTuku ['ocaroMHan30pa Poccun.



History of Crimea).? The author starts the two-volume work with the discussion of
the general geographic review of the region, early settlements in the Crimea. He adds
some legends to the book. The second volume ends with the discussion of the XXth
century Crimea. Another important monography in Russian is The Crimean Knot
(Krymskiy Uzel) and belongs to the Crimean historian Andrei Mal'gin.® Mal'gin
concentrated on the political developments since 1991, mainlythe Black Sea Fleet,

and issues of the political and ethnic conflicts in the region.

It is important to note that the Soviet period of the Crimean development is badly
discussed in the literature. Particularly, after the end of the World War 11, one can
notice the lack of the literature. In contrast, the 1920s and 1930s, as well as the war
years are illuminated in the academic literature. Thus, particular attention should be
paid to the works of Kondratiuk, Pashchenya and Zmerzliy in Russian. The first is
the assistant professor at the Crimean Engineer - Pedagogic University in
Simferopol, and is the expert on the issue of indigenization (Korenizatsiya). The first
mentioned article is the analysis of the policies towards the Crimean Tatars in the
Crimea in the 1920s - 1930s. The author based his research on the archive data on the
number of schools, educational institutions and published materials related to the
Tatar population.* The second article is devoted to the involving the Crimean Tatars
into the production sphere by means of the professional education.® Another issue
that Kondratiuk touches upon is the religious policies regarding the Muslims. He
analyzes the state of arts in the religious sphere, the number of mosques, educational

centers, the activities of the believers.®

2 Mionuues, B. I1. (1998). Pacckaszvl no ucmopuu Kpvima. "busHec-undopm”.

8 Manbrun, A. (2000). Kpoivckuil yzen. Ouepku noaumuueckoii ucmopuu Kpvimckozo nonyocmposa 1989—
1999. Cumdeponons: Hossrit Kpbim.

4 Kongpariok, I'. H. (2011). KpsIMcKye TaTapsl B YCIOBHSAX MOJMTUKA KOPEHU3ALMK MEKXBOEHHOTO nieproza (20-
30-e romer XX Beka). Kyasmypa napooos Ipuueprnomopws, 199(1), 30-34.

5 Konapartiok I. H. (2010). Koperuzanus B npombiiuterrocTH Kpbivckoit ACCP kak 01HO W3 HanpaBleHHit
HarpoHansHOH nomutuky (20-30'e roxsr XX Beka). Haykosi npayi icmopuunozo gaxyivmeny3anopizvko2o
HayioHanbHo2o yHigepcumemy, 29, 165 - 171.

6 Konapatiok, I'. M. (2012). ETHokoH]eciitHa moiTyKa 1010 MycyiibsMan Kpumy B MixkBoeHHy 106y (20-30-Ti
poku XX cromittst). Hayrkosuii éicnux Mukonaiecokoeo nayionansrozo ynigepcumemy imeni BO
Cyxomnuncwvroeo. Cep.: Iemopuuni nayxu, 33, 140-147.



Pashchenya is the professor of history at the Crimean Federal University who is an
expert on the early years of the Soviet rule in the Crimea. He focuses on the issues of
the minorities in the administrative apparatus of the Party and the production sphere.’
Moreover, in his other article, the scholar discusses the dual nature of the nation-
building policies in Crimea.?

The political developments in Crimea after the dissolution of the Soviet Union are
widely discussed by the Crimean scholars. It is important to note the lack of the
literature in English regarding the period before 1991, while the later events are more
illuminated by the scholars. One of the most complete discussions of the political
documents that shaped the Crimean Autonomous Republic and designed its relations
with Kyiv was proposed by Mandryka.® The discussion of the political and ethnic
processes in the Crimea in the mentioned period can be found in the book by Oleg
Gabrielian.'® Being the representative of the Armenian Community of Crimea, the
author concentrates on the ethnic issues and conflicts. The colleague of Gabrielian,
Andrei Nikiforov also studies the ethnic issues - particularly the Crimean Tatar
National Movement developmentin 2010 - 2013.1! Also, Nikiforov is the author of
the articles on the regional approach in the analysis of the Crimea, and electoral

behavior.?

" Tamens, B. H. (2005). TaTapckuii BoOpoc B HAIMOHAIEHO-TOCYJAPCTBEHHOM cTpouTenbetse Kpeivckoit ACCP
W €T0 pelICHHE B IEATEIbHOCTH UCTIONHUTEIFHO-PACTIOPSIUTEFHBIX OpraHoB BiacTi B 1930-x-navane 1940-x
rr. Kynemypa napooos [Ipuuepnomopws, 66, 33 - 38.

8 [Tamens, B. H. (2004). O ayanusMe B HalMOHANLHO-TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM CTpoHUTeNbcTBe B KphiMy B 1930-x
rozaax B mudpax u pakrax. Kyzvmypa napooos [lpuuepromopws, 50, 88-92.

9 Manzpsika, E. B. (2003). DBomonus npolecca KOHCTUTYIHOHHO-IPABOBBIX HOPM, PEMTAMEHTUPYIOIUX CTATyC
AsronomHuoit Pecrryomiku Kpeim (Yxpauna). Bicuux CesHTY. Cep.: Ilonimonoezis, 50, 176 - 181

10 Tabpuensn, O. A. (2000). Honumuueckue npoyeccor 6 Kpvimy. Ilocneonee decsmunemue XX sexa.
Cneyxypc. Cumpeponons: TaBpus.

1 Huxkugopos, A. P. (2013). ITonuTudeckye IPOLECCH B KDHIMCKOTATAPCKOM HAIMOHAILHOM ABMskeHnH (2010-
2013 rr.). Bicnux CesHTY. Cep.: Ilonimonozis, (145), 214-218.

2 Hukudopos, A. (2009). KpsiMckoe pernoHansHoe coobectso: OMBIT pasHO(OPMATHBIX H pa3HOYPOBHEBBIX
m3MepeHuit.—Meoicomuuueckue u MedcKongeccuonanbhvii omuouienus 6 Kpoviny: npobremor u ux
peuwenue. Coopnux nayunwix pabom.—Cumoeponons: UJ] "Tesuc", 13 - 24



Religious issues are well discussed in the article by Kiselyova, the Crimean expert
from the Crimean Federal University.'® She approaches the relations between state
and religion from the sociological standpoint. Furthermore, it is worth to note the
work by Baranov on the confessional issues.* Another Crimean expert Elmira
Muratova pays much attention to Islam in her works. *® She deals with the issue of
the revival of Islam in the region;® particularly compares official and unofficial
Islamic organizations in the Crimea, their goals and activities. Particular attention is
paid to the political Islam. Significant analysis of the social, economic, and ethnic
conflicts related to the Crimean Tatars’return was completed by the Crimean scholars
Shvets and Yakovlev in 2000s.!” Their wide-scaled analysis is based on the study of
the conflict in the Crimea between Tatars and other ethnic groups between 1990 and
2010. Thus they determined the regions of the most acute conflicts and its factors;
defined the types and nature of the conflicts;*® also, focused on the specific types of

the violation such as religious vandalism.?°

As to the political issues, it is important to mention the analysis of the electoral

behavior proposed by Yevgeniy Khan. The author discussed the voting behavior of

13 Kucenesa, H. B. (2012). Conronorndeckoe M3MepeHHe YIPO3bl MEXITHHYECKOTO KOH(INKTA B
Kpeimy. Hayuno-npaxmuueckuii OUCKYCCUOHHO-AHATUmMu4eckutl cooprux «Bonpocul pazeumus Kpvimay, 6, 139 -
145.

14 Bapanos, A. B. (2013). ITonuTu3anus uciama B COBpeMEHHOM KpbIMy: KOH(IUKTOIOrHIECKHIt
acnekr. Baracmes, 4, 196 - 200

15 Mypatosa, 2. (2011). Ionuruyeckuii ucaam B KpeIMy: JOKaIbHbIE BAPUALIUU TI00ATBHBIX
npoekToB. Kpumcvkomamapcoke numannst, 39(2), 24-30.

16 Muratova E. S. (2009). The Crimean Muslims: an Inside View (the Results of the Sociological Survey).
Simferopol: Elinio.

17 [Ieewu, A. B., Bennapckuii, U. T., & SIkosnes, A. H. (2005). I[IposiBieHus COMOKYIBTYPHON KOHMJIUKTHOCTH B
Kpsimy. IIpobremvl mamepuanvhoil kynemypoul. I eocpaguueckue Hayxu, 73, 165 - 176

18 [1Igen A.B. Sxosines A.H. (2012). [eorpadus counMoKyIsTypHBIX npoTHBopeunii B Kpeimy (2006-2010 r.r.).
Teononumuxa u sxoeeodunamuxa pecuotos, 8(1-2), 110 - 124

19 SIkoBnes, A. H. (2010). Tumbl B3auMoAeHCTBYSA KOHPIUKTYIOMKX CTOPOH B COLUOKYIETYPHOM
koH}pmKTHOCTH coBpeMeHHOoro Kpbima. Vuenvie sanucku THY. Cepus: eeoepagus, 23(62), 185-196. Isewn, A.
B. (2008). [TacnopTr3amms COMUOKYIbTYPHBIX TpOoTUBOpeUrid B KpeiMy. [eonoaumuka u skoceodunamuxa
peauonos, 4(1-2), 72-80.

2 lIgemn, A. B., & Sxosnes, A. H. (2011). HekoTopsle 0COGEHHOCTH TeorpagUeckoro H3y4eH s PE30HAHCHBIX
CllyyaeB BaHIanu3Ma B coBpeMeHHOM KpbiMy. Vuenvie sanucku THY, cepus: 2eoepagus, 24(63), 267-277.



the different regions of the Crimea.?! Mentioned earlier Mal'gin also elaborated on
this issue.?? In his turn, Grigorian devoted his research to the analysis of the
evolution of the Crimean elites, particularly the pro-Russian political blocs and

parties.?®

The analysis of the Crimean politics would be incomplete without discussing the
political system of Ukraine and its regime. One of the classis of the literature on this
issue is the Paul D'Anieri, Robert Kravchuk, and Taras Kuzio.?* The book examines
the formation of the political system in Ukraine since 1991, main political parties,
and social dynamics. Another important work belongs to Kataryna Wolczuk and is
titled Moulding of Ukraine.?®

The national-building policies are discussed in details by Taras Kuzio. Taras Kuzio is
the author and editor of 14 books, including Theoretical and Comparative
Perspectives on Nationalism and Ukraine-Crimea-Russia: Triangle of Conflict. The
article argues against the view that language is the only identity marker for
Ukrainians. The 1996 article starts with the theoretical discussion of identity. Thus,
Kuzio stresses that the identity formation process is always under transformation.
National identity can also be multi-layer, as it is in the case of Ukrainians. It cannot
be reduced to a single factor, such as language.?® The main markers of identity in
Ukraine's regions are ethnicity, culture, language, common history, religion, food,
customs and intermarriage.?’ However, Kuzio points out the regional difference:

language, as well as religious adherence, is more important for Western Ukrainians

2L Xan, E. A. (1997). DnexropansHas reorpadus Kpeima (1o pe3yasTaTaM BEIGOpOB B 1994 1.). Vuenwie sanucku
Cumeepononvckozo 2ocydapcemeentozo ynusepcumema, 3(42), 83 - 95

22 Mansrus, A. B. (2012). «Pycckuit KpbiM» B IOCTOpaHkeBOH YKpauHe: HOBBIE pealui—CTaphie
npobsiemMbl. Hayuno-npaxmuueckuii OUCKYCCUOHHO-aHarumuyeckuti cooprux « Bonpocwi pazeumus Kpvimay, 16,
333 -346

23 Ipuropsn, A. (2014). Oco6eHHOCTH BOJIOLMH KPHIMCKOM MOJUTHIECKON SIUTHI B HOBOM
TeICSTUeeTHH. Kynvmypa Hapooos [puuepnomopws, 274, 16 - 19

24 D'Anieri, P., Kravchuk, R. & Kuzio, T. (Eds.). (1999). Politics and society in Ukraine. Westview Series on the
Post-Soviet Studies. Boulder: Westview Press

%5 Wolczuk, K. (2001). The moulding of Ukraine: the constitutional politics of state formation. Central European
University Press.
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than for the Eastern. As Kuzio quotes one of the Ukrainian experts Larisa Aza, the
national consciousness is becoming closely interlinked to political orientations.
"ldentity and Nation-Building in Ukraine: Defining the 'Other'?® is the article of
Taras Kuzio that argues that "the construction of a national identity requires the
existence of contrasting 'Others’ because the creation of bounded in-groups requires
there to be a perceived sense of difference to other out-groups”.? In this article
Kuzio argues that national identity is created in relation to 'Others’', by means of
demarcation from other national groups. The sense of 'Otherness’ becomes more
urgent when two nationalities are both ethnically close. As Kuzio correctly
underlines, Russia sees Ukrainians and Belarusians as the brunches of all-Russian
ethnocultural group. Ukraine is likely to forge its national identity in the short term
through the reintegration with Europe, at the same time contrasting itself to the
Russian, former Soviet and Eurasian 'Other'. However, competing political elites in
Ukraine refer to Europe and Russia in different ways because of the lack of
consensus. In this regard the paper concentrates on elites and their key role in the

construction of the national identity.*

The article that continues the discussion of the nation-building project in Ukraine is
"History, Memory and Nation-Building in Post-Soviet Colonial Space".3! Article
argues two points. Firstly, many of the imperial policies imposed by the imperial
core in the Soviet empire were similar in nature to those imposed by imperial powers
in Ireland, Africa, and Asia. Secondly, Kuzio compares the post-Soviet coutries to
the post-colonial states insofar as they seek to get rid of post-colonial legacies. One
of the main issues in this process imply the removal of the imposed imperial legacies.
Therefore, the newly independent countries seek to revive national historiography as
a part of nation-building. The article that has an important contribution to the
analysis of national identity formation in Ukraine after 1991 is "National Identity and

28 Kuzio, T. (2001). Identity and nation-building in Ukraine Defining the ‘Other’. Ethnicities, 1(3), 343-365.
29 Kuzio 2001: 343
30 Kuzio 2001: 344

81 Kuzio, T. (2002). History, memory and nation building in the post-Soviet colonial space. Nationalities
Papers, 30(2), 241-264.



History Writing in Ukraine".3? The article focuses on contestation of history writing
between Russia and Ukraine, particularly, as to the issue of Kyiv Rus. Article
surveys four different schools of history in Ukraine - Russophile (Russian imperial),
Sovietophile, Eastern Slavic and Ukrainophile. The first part of the article argues that
although Ukrainian presidents Kravchuk and Kuchma promote the Ukrainian
national school, their centrist views and policies are closer to eastern Slavic school.
The second part examines the discussion between Ukrainophile and Eastern Slavic
school as to the Kyiv Rus legacy.The last article | would like to discuss is Taras
Kuzio's "Nationalism, Identity and Civil Society in Ukraine: Understanding the
Orange Revolution".® This article seeks to demonstrate that the relationship between
nationalism and post-Communist transitions is more nuanced. Different types of
nationalisms played different roles in post-Soviet republics. The article is based upon
the scholars who argue that civic nationalism has a positive impact on
democratization. It also argues that other types of nationalism in a post-Soviet space
— ethnic, Soviet and power-imperial - have led to ethnic conflict, chauvinistic

xenophobia and establishment of authoritarian regimes.>*

In the relevant literature, the issue of the annexation of the Crimea has been analyzed
from the different standpoints. The biggest share of the scholars tend to see the
Russian invasion as a result of Putin's policies in the post-Soviet space, embodiment
of the existing ideology that includes the compatriots protection issue. For instance,
Jeffrey Mankoff (CSIS, Russia and Eurasia Program) argues that "Russia felt free to
intervene the frozen conflict in the former Soviet republics, if its influence in the
region was challenged, using the aim to protect compatriots”. *> Aurel Braun

(University of Toronto), in his turn, thinks that Putin seeks to re-construct the Russia

32 Kuzio, T. (2006). National identity and history writing in Ukraine. Nationalities Papers, 34(4), 407-427.

33 Kuzio, T. (2010). Nationalism, identity and civil society in Ukraine: Understanding the Orange
Revolution. Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 43(3), 285-296.

34 Kuzio 2010: 285

35 Mankoff, J. (2014). Russia's Latest Land Grab: How Putin Won Crimea and Lost Ukraine. Foreign Affairs, 93,
60-68.



of the XIX century while neglecting the failing economy, corruption. The Ukrainian

crisis may pose a threat to his power.3

Lilia Shevtsova (Moscow Carnegie Center) stresses that ideology and doctrine of
Kremlin contains the vision of Russia as a ‘civilization-state’, based on the traditional
values; the leading role in the post-Soviet economic integration; and the desire to
defend the 'Russian World'.®” Michael Rywkin also underlines the role of ideology.
According to him, Putin utilizes the myths of the Moscow as a Third Rome and ‘elder
brother' in order to fill the ideological vacuum of 1990s and contrast the Messianism
of Russia to the US' multiculturalism.®® Stephen Blank (AFPC) adds that Russian
legislation allows the president to send the military aid in order to protect the
compatriots in the near abroad without the consent of the State Duma. Therefore, in
Central Asia, the Caucasus, and Eastern Europe, the similar situation may happen
due to the variety of threat and they require sustained U.S. attention and even
sometimes intervention.®® According to Michael McFaul, the Ukrainian crisis is not
about the contradiction between NATO and Russia, but "about Putin and his

unconstrained, erratic adventurism", which gains, however, are very limited.*°

Some authors see the important role of the Western institutions in the Crimean crisis.
Thus, John J. Mearsheimer the United States and its European allies share most of
the responsibility for the crisis. NATO's enlargement and its strategy to decrease
Russian influence on Ukraine became the decisive factor of the Russian politics,
whereas the EU's DCFTA negotiations and the role of these institutions during the
Orange Revolution also facilitated Russia's policies as to the Crimea.*! Edward W.

Walker (US Berkeley) argues that new Ukrainian government was perceived by

3 Braun, A. (2014). Tougher sanctions now: Putin's delusional quest for empire. World Affairs, 177(2): 36.
37 Shevtsova, L. (2014). The Russia Factor. Journal of Democracy, 25(3), 74-82.

38 Rywkin, M. (2014). Russia: Mythology in the Service of Realpolitik. American Foreign Policy Interests, 36(3),
195-200.

3 Blank, S. (2014). From Eurasia with love. American foreign policy interests, 36(3), 162-174.

40 McFaul, M., Sestanovich, S., & Mearsheimer, J. J. (2014). Faulty powers: who started the Ukraine
Crisis. Foreign Affairs, 93, 67.

41 Mearsheimer, J. J. (2014). Why the Ukraine crisis is the West's fault: The liberal delusions that provoked
Putin. Foreign Affairs, 93, 77.



Kremlin as the one that would seek partnership with the EU, instead of the Customs
Union. Therefore, Moscow policy makers decided to respond with the intrusion into
the Crimea and destabilization of the Eastern regions of the country.*? Stephen F.
Cohen beginning in the 1990s, every American president and congress has treated
post-Soviet Russia as a defeated nation. The EU proposal was a reckless provocation
compelling the democratically elected president of a deeply divided country to
choose between Russia and the West. The underlying causes of the crisis are
Ukraine's own internal divisions, not primarily Putin's actions.** Alexander Lukin
(Higher School of Economy, Moscow) maintains that the seeds of the Ukrainian
crisis should be searched in the Cold War period when the United States acted
according to the zero-sum mindset. Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush
fostered the NATO's enlargement and provoked the severe response from Russia,
which was the Georgian war. The annexation of the Crimea was the response to the
aspiration of the majority of its residents as well as the desire of the NATO to deploy
its navy in the Black Sea. Important drivers were also the need to protect the Russian

speakers as well as the rejection of the unipolar world by the Russian leadership.**

Besides, some authors approach the issue from the perspectives of the Ukrainian
policies. Thus, Andrew Wilson (University College of London) insists that the new
Crimean authorities were established at gunpoint. Despite Russian rhetoric about a
'coup’ in Kyiv, the real coup was in Crimea.*® Taras Kuzio, in his turn, traditionally
approaches the issues from the nationalism discourse. The dichotomy in Ukraine
during EuroMaidan was used to mobilize the public support of the Russia’s actions in

the Crimea and Eastern Ukraine: "Putin's strategy was to mobilize a Russian-

42 Walker, E. W. (2015). Between East and West: NATO Enlargement and the Geopolitics of the Ukraine Crisis.
E-International Relations. In A. Pikulicka-Wilczewska & R. Sakwa (Eds.) Ukraine and Russia: People, Politics,
Propaganda and Perspectives (pp. 141-54). Retrieved from http://www.e-ir.info/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/Ukraine-and-Russia-E-IR.pdf: 141.

43 Cohen, Stephen. (2014, 12 August). The New Cold War and the Necessity of Patriotic Heresy. Foreign Policy.
4 Lukin, A. (2014). What the Kremlin Is Thinking: Putin's Vision for Eurasia. Foreign Affairs, 93(4): 85.

45 Wilson, Andrew. (2014, 3 March). Ten things you should know about Crimea. European Council on Foreign
Relations. Blog. Retrieved from http://www.ecfr.eu/blog/entry/ten_things_you_should_know_about_crimea
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speaking counter-revolution against the EuroMaidan throughout eastern and southern

Ukraine and detach 'New Russia™.®

At the same time, among the Russian scholars, one can find the approach that
justifies the Russian invasion. Vladimir Tomsinov from Moscow State University,
argues that the people of Crimea had enough legal basis from the standpoint of
contemporary international law on the right to self-determination through secession
from Ukraine (based on the cases of Aland Island Finland the Eastern Branch
Pakistan (Bangladesh) from the Pakistani state, the referendum on secession of
Quebec from Canada, the secession of Kosovo from Serbia).4” Mikhail Deliagin
(Institute for Problems of Globalization) approaches annexation as both a reflection
of the historical connection between Crimea and Russia and the result of the
illegitimacy of the post-coup government in Ukraine. He then turns to the potential
role of the integration of Crimea as a national project that could revive Russia while
allowing its leaders to root out traitors and other undesirables from among the

Russian elites.*®

1.4. Argument

Contrary to the views of some experts who argue that the Crimean crisis and the
annexation of the Crimea as well as the developments in the aftermath of this
annexation could be explained with the reference to foreign policies of Kyiv and
Moscow, this thesis argues that local regional dynamics in the form of historical,
social, cultural, political and economic structures have played a decisive role in the
outbreak and development of the Ukrainian crisis. It is also argued that while the area

studies approach is utilized in this work, among the wide range of the traditional IR

46 Kuzio, T. (2015). Competing Nationalisms, Euromaidan, and the Russian- Ukrainian Conflict. Studies in
Ethnicity and Nationalism, 15(1), 157-169.

47 TomcuHoB, B. A. (2015). KpbIMCKOE IIpaBo» WM IOPHAXIECKHE OCHOBAHHUSA I BOCCOequHEHNs KpbiMa ¢
Poccueit. Becmuuk Mockosckozo ynueepcumema. Cepus, 11, 19-20.

48 Deliagin, M. (2015). Crimea: The First Step in Russia's Return to the World. Russian Politics & Law, 53(2), 6-
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approaches to the analysis of the Crimean crisis, the neoclassical realism despite its

deficiency provides the analytical tools for the examination of the case.

Based on the literature discussed above this thesis provides the proof of the
argument. In the historical chapter attention is paid to the formation of the ethnic
composition and power structures, as well as role of the RF in the region.
Furthermore, this thesis discusses the formation of the elites in the Crimea and the
main interest groups as well as their connections to the Ukrainian authorities. The
focus of the thesis is on the role of the elites and their discourses in the separation
period. Besides, the chapters that analyze the post-separation developments in the
Crimea also support the main argument and state that the Russian policies in the
Crimea after 2014, first of all, aimed at reconfiguration of the elites, officials and
minimize the role of those groups that opposed the unification of the Crimea with

Russia.

1.5. Research Design and Methodology

First of all, documentary research and fieldwork are used in the thesis. The
documentary research includes the study of the official statistics, official documents
and legislation. The former included the analysis of the Constitutions of the Russian
Federation (1993), Ukraine (1996) and Crimea (1998). Furthermore, the
demographic, economic and social statistics data is used in the thesis, as well as the
elections and referendum results. Besides, the special decrees and resolutions of the
presidents, laws of the parliaments were examined in this research. The languages of
the documents are Russian and Ukrainian. Another part of the documentary research
constitutes the official documents of the European Commission, NATO, UN Security
Council and other international organizations and actors. Correspondingly, this bulk
of the sources were accessed in English. These as well as the field research constitute

the primary sources of the analysis.

The field research was conducted in January - February 2016, in the Crimea and, in

October - November 2016, in Ankara. It included semi-structured in-depth
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interviews with Russians, Crimean Tatars and Ukrainians, ordinary people and
activists. Respondents for interviews were chosen through the help of convenient and

purposive sampling with the mediating role of gatekeepers.

For the two groups of interviewees, there are two separate variations of questions. A
set of semi-structured in-depth interviews with the ordinary people from the Russian,
Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar ethnic groups, residing in the Crimea (Simferopol and
Kerch) constitutes the second part of the fieldwork. The questions of the interviews
cover the following topics: personal background; language proficiency; occupation;
the evaluation of the transfer of the Crimea to the Ukrainian SSR in 1954; the
development of the Crimea under the Ukraine since 1991 and the role of the Russian
Federation in the political life of Crimea; the factors that determined the separation
of the region; the actors responsible for the decision-making in the Crimea; the
internal and external dynamics in the Crimea after its unification with the Russian
Federation; the evaluation of the political processes and living standards as well as
the international context; the living standards and changes in the life patterns. The

language of interviews was Russian.

Moreover, the interviews with the activists included the questions regarding the state
of arts in the activist movements in the Crimea, as well as outside (Kherson, Kyiv,
Lviv, Turkey); the existing organizations; the activities and main publishing organs;
the measures of the Russian government aiming to curb the discordant activities.
Finally, the data collected through the help of interviews was supplemented with the
data from the field observations at regions. The research field for the case was the
Crimea where all three ethnic groups reside. It included the issues of obtaining the
citizenship and passports, re-registration of the vehicles, medical insurance
procedures; the electricity and water supply issues; border issues and transportation;
the functioning of the educational institutions; moving of the Crimean population out

of Crimea; every-day life and issues of the supply of goods and services.
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The interviewees kindly agreed to participate in this research anonymously. The
interview content is stored as audio recordings and written answers to the questions

and can be accessed through the contact with the author.

The theoretical framework of the research is the neoclassical realism. While the
following chapter of the thesis is devoted to this approach, it is important to note the
analysis of the role of the Crimean elites and policy-makers, the political institutions,
relations of those with the society, the ideology and state supported nationalism, the
resource extraction mechanisms existing in the Crimean society that are considered
as key in the understanding the process of the separation of the region, it would have
been incomplete without the interdisciplinary area approach.

1.6. Thesis Structure

The structure of the thesis is as it follows. The introduction chapter covers the scope
and objective of the research, research question, argument, literature review, research
design and methodology, as well as the thesis structure. The second chapter is
devoted to the discussion of the theoretical framework of the thesis. The neoclassical
realist approach that is utilized in this work is introduced. Finally, the research's link
to the area studies approach is presented. The third chapter of the thesis is the
historical chapter that concentrates on the developments in the region since the first
settlements on the peninsula. Separate subsections discuss the Crimean Tatar
Khanate and the Russian Empire eras in the Crimean history. Moreover, this chapter
touches upon the issues of the establishment of the autonomous republics in the
Crimea in the early years of the Soviet rule, the causes of the deportation of the
numerous ethnic groups, and the transfer of the Crimea to the Ukrainian SSR. The
logical continuation of the history discussion is the analysis of the internal dynamics
in the Crimea which is completed in the fourth chapter. This part of the thesis starts
with the note on the referendum in the Crimea and key documents that shaped the
republic and its relations with Kyiv. Particular attention is paid to the role of the

Crimean parliament. Furthermore, the chapter focuses on the Constitution of 1996,
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and changes it brought to the Crimea; electoral dynamics and elites formation.
Important place is given to the economy analysis and inter-ethnic relations in the
region. The next chapter of the thesis sheds the light on the internal factors that
determined the separation of the Crimea. It starts with the discussion of the Euro-
Maidan in Kyiv, the response to it in the Crimea, position of the different ethnic
groups during the crisis. It also elaborates on the role of the 'green men' in the
Crimean parliament seizure, control of the checkpoints and military bases. The sixth
chapter, correspondingly, is devoted to the examination of the international
environment of the Ukrainian and Crimean crises. Thus, the Ukraine's relations with
the EU, NATO, and Russia and the Customs Union are seen as the precondition of
the conflict between different loyalties of the Ukrainians. Consequently, the seventh
chapter explains the domestic developments in the Crimea after the unification with
the Russian Federation: institution formation, new appointments, legal provisions.
The chapter is also concerned about the main political and economic processes in the
republic. Finally, the last chapter deals with the external relations of the Crimea, i.e.
relations with Moscow, Ukraine, other regions of the Russian Federation, as well as
Turkey. Concluding chapter of this thesis summarizes the research and findings of
the author.
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CHAPTER 2

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.1. Introduction

This chapter aims at establishing the theoretical basis of this work for the analysis of
the factors of the Crimea'’s separation. The neoclassical realism, with its focus on the
systemic incentives which define the foreign policy of the state where the policy
makers, elites are the intervening variables, appears to be the most useful tool in the
analysis of the events in the Crimea. While the author uses the area studies
interdisciplinary approach in this work combining the examination of the region's
historical, political, economic, social and cultural structures, the neoclassical realism
focuses on these issues as well. The chapter discusses the neoclassical realism, its
varieties and key points relevant to the topic of my research. The issues of the role of
the elites and decision makers, ideology, identity and military intervention will
contribute to the thesis. Finally, I will focus on the applicability of this approach to

the region, i.e. I will justify the use of the neoclassical realism in my thesis.

2.2. Neoclassical Realism as a Basis of Research

The neoclassical realism fits best to the research on the Crimea insofar as focuses on
the independent variable (international system and constraints), intervening variable
(state institutions, relation between state and society, ideology, perceptions) and
dependent variable (foreign policy of the state). This section concentrates on the key
provisions of neorealism. It will evaluate and sum up which provisions of this
approach have the bigger explanatory power in the analysis of the Crimea's

occupation.
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The distinguishing feature of the neoclassical realism in comparison with the realist
and neorealist approaches is that the neoclassical realist scholars pay particular

attention to the intervening role of the state. Particularly, they aim at explaining

why, how, and under what conditions the internal characteristics of states
— the extractive and mobilization capacity of politico-military institutions,
the influence of domestic societal actors and interest groups, the degree of
state autonomy from society, and the level of elite or societal cohesion —
intervene between the leaders' assessment of international threats and
opportunities and the actual diplomatic, military, and foreign economic
policies those leaders pursue.*®

The state that is the black box in the realist understanding of the international system
is unclosed and analyzed and a ‘transmission belt' between systemic incentives and
constraints, on the one hand, and the actual diplomatic, military, and foreign
economic policies states select, on the other.>® Tudor Onea, in his article devoted to
the analysis of the US foreign policy, distinguishes three trends of neoclassical
realism labeling them as orthodox, semi-orthodox and revivalist trends accordingly.
These varieties, however, share certain common visions. The main provisions of the

neoclassical realism are discussed below.

2.2.1. The Key Provisions of the Neoclassical Realism

The main provisions of the neoclassical realism regarding the foreign policy making
in the context of the systemic and structural variables, as well as with the
consideration of the domestic actors, will be discussed in details in this section.
Particularly, one should pay attention to the issue of the threat assessment, factors
allowing and impeding military intervention, and, finally the systemic pressure on

the state.

According to Fareed Zakaria, the analysis of the foreign policy should start with the

discussion of the international system and its impact on the state:

4 Ripsman, N. M., Taliaferro, J. W., & Lobell, S. E. (2009). Introduction: Neoclassical Realism, the State, and
Foreign Policy, in N. M Ripsman, J.Taliaferro, & S. E. Lobell (Eds.). Neoclassical Realism, the State, and
Foreign Policy, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 4.

50 Ripsman [et al.] 2009: 4.
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A good theory of foreign policy should first ask what effect the
international system has on national behavior, because the most powerful
generalizable characteristic of a state in international relations is its
relative position in the international system.>!

According to Gideon Rose, since the system variable's impact (Rose means relative
power) is not necessarily obvious, the scholars of the issue must be careful and start
the analysis by searching for this influence.>> The main provision of the neoclassical
realism is that states seek to control and shape their external environment as a
response to the instabilities and uncertainties of the international system. This school
argues that states want more external influence. Furthermore, the advocates of this
approach suggest that the relative amount of material power resources countries
possess will shape the magnitude and ambition of their foreign policies: with the
raise of their power, the states will be looking for broader influence abroad.
However, this is an omission to limit the analysis of the factors to the systemic
pressure. Rather, the IR students should examine how the system pressure is being
transmitted through the unit level variables (decision-makers, ideology, relations

between the state and society).

According to neorealist perception of anarchy, states cannot clearly see whether the
security is guaranteed or not, they have hard times taking decisions. Therefore, it can
be said that neoclassical realists occupy a medium position between pure structural
theorists and constructivists. The social constructivism, as it was discussed earlier,
implies the link between systemic constraints and unit-level behavior; the latter
denies that any objective systemic constraints exist at all, arguing instead that

international reality is socially constructed and that "anarchy is what states make of
it."s3

It is noteworthy that the decision-makers' perceptions, through which systemic
pressures must be filtered, is the first intervening variable neoclassical realists deal

with. The state officials must ensure the translation of the systemic impetus into the

51 Zakaria, F. (1992). Realism and Domestic Politics: A Review Essay. International Security, 17(1): 197.
52 Rose, G. (1998). Neoclassical realism and theories of foreign policy. World politics, 51(01): 151.
53 Rose 1998: 152.
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national policy. Thus, according to Friedberg, "in most structural realist formulations
assessment [of relative power] through rational calculation plays the part of a reliable
but invisible transmission belt connecting objective [material] change to adaptive

behavior".>* Keohane shared this approach stressing that

the link between system structure and actor behavior is forged by the
rationality assumption, which enables the theorist to predict that leaders
will respond to the incentives and constraints imposed by their
environments. Taking rationality as a constant permits one to attribute
variations in state behavior to various characteristics of the international
system.%®

In contrast, the advocates of the neoclassical realism maintain that the concept of the
'smoothly functioning mechanical transmission belt' may be incorrect. They suggest
that the system factors' transmission mostly depends on the state officials therefore

may be rough and capricious over the short and medium term.%

In his turn, Wohlforth, In The Elusive Balance, analyzes the Cold War dynamics
from the USSR's standpoint. As he argues, World War Il may have eliminated the
AXxis; however, it did not establish the hierarchy among the winners and opened the
way for the discussions over the leadership. He sees the roots of the tensions between
the US and the USSR in the ambiguities of relative power and the officials'

perceptions of it:

Each [cycle of tension] was shaped by a change in the power relationship
differently interpreted by the two sides.... In the wake of each shift, each
side tried to maximize its own position. Unwilling to go to war to test the
power distribution, they reached stalemates after crises, posturing and
signaling until a new perceived shift led to another round.>”

As it can be seen, Wohlforth considers the Cold War as a constant argument between
the parties over the power potential and their influence over the international system.
Thus, the USSR was constantly trying to obtain international influence abroad,

control over international institutions, general prestige and deference commensurate

5 Friedberg, A. L. (1988). The weary titan: Britain and the experience of relative decline, 1895-1905 (p. 12).
Princeton: Princeton University Press: 13, gioted in Rose 1998: 158.

55 Keohane, R. O. (1986). Theory of World Politics. Neorealism and its Critics: 167, quoted in Rose 1998: 158.
% Rose 1998: 158.

57 Wohlforth, W. C. (1993). The elusive balance: power and perceptions during the Cold War. Cornell University
Press: 301 - 302, quoted in Rose 1998: 159.
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with its perceived power capabilities. The US, in its turn, was denying the Soviet

Union's power capabilities.

2.2.2. State Apparatus in the Foreign Policy Making.

The second intervening variable emphasized by neoclassical realists especially
Zakaria and Christensen is the strength of a country's state apparatus and its relation
to the surrounding society. The system pressures and the international distribution of
power is not enough. Society and countries’ access to the material power sources may
limit the policy makers. The ability of governments to extract and direct the
resources of their societies should be incorporated into the analysis of the foreign
policy. Fareed Zakaria analyzes the expansion of American foreign policy in the
years before World War | and asks why it occurred. He notes that despite the fact of
the welfare the country reached and the influence abroad it achieved, the
opportunities to expand the latter were rejected. Zakaria finally concludes that
American external behavior depended on the means at the disposal of national

decision makers.>®

Foreign policy is made not by the nation as a whole but by its
government. Consequently, what matters is state power, not national
power. State power is that portion of national power the government can
extract for its purposes and reflects the ease with which central decision-
makers can achieve their ends.%

2.2.3. Threats identification and assessment.

The FPE focuses outward on the systemic and subsystemic balance of power (where
states compete), and inward on the domestic balance of power (where societal blocs
compete). The shifts in the international system or internal domestic arena pose

threats to the great powers. Besides, for the regional powers, the threat may lay also

58 Zakaria, F. (1999). From wealth to power: The unusual origins of America's world role. Princeton University
Press: 5, quoted in Rose 1998: 161 - 162.

59 Zakaria 1999: 9, quoted in Rose 1998: 162.
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in the shifts in the subsystem.®® Lobell distinguishes four types of threats: systemic
threats, subsystemic threats, domestic threats (that have their roots in the intra-state
competition), and multitiered threats.®* The systemic threats are originated from the
interstate competition. Defensive realists argue that the international system makes
states to choose moderate behavior to secure their survival and safety. They share the
idea that any step in order to gain more power to achieve hegemony or
preponderance is unproductive insofar as provokes the response. For defensive
realists, states expand when they are forced to by their environment — when they are
threatened owing to insecurity or shifts in relative capability, or by states with
aggressive designs.®? As to the offensive realists, they suggest that the international
system makes states to maximize their relative share of world power in order to make
themselves more secure.®® The rationale is the stronger states have lesser chances to
become a target for other states. Such logic justifies expansionist and aggressive
foreign policies. For offensive realists, threatening states are those that can expand —
states that possess a combination of latent and land power. For regional powers, the
great powers and their impact on regional dynamics appear to be the systemic
threats. Thus, during the Cold War, regional politics to different degrees was imbued
with the American—Soviet confrontation. According to one standpoint, in the regions
with the high contradictions, the great powers tend to prohibit regional rivalries and
prevent their allies by exerting influence and thereby ensuring that regional conflicts
did not escalate into global conflicts between the superpowers. On the other hand, a
contrary standpoint suggests that the competition for global influence, bases, and
facilities between superpowers internationalized and jeopardize regional and local

threats.®*

60 Lobell, S. E. (2009). Threat assessment, the state, and foreign policy: a neoclassical realist model. In N.M.
Ripsman Neoclassical realism, the state, and foreign policy, Cambridge: Cambridge University PressRipsman [et
al.] 2009: 43.

61 obell 2009: 42-74.
62 | obell 2009: 47.
63 Lobell 2009: 47.
64 Lobell 2009: 48.
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As to the subsystemic threats, Lobell argues that these are coming from the interstate
competition. Competition occurs between the major regional players for leadership
or hegemony over the locale. Great power induced shifts in the regional distribution

of power can create new threats and opportunities for local states.®®

Domestic politics is characterized by intra-state competition. Nonwestern states that
are not the nation-states in the classic sense usually represent different ethnic and
religious groups therefore the identity is not common.®® Thus, Steven David defines
the state as merely the "representative of a group that holds power in the capital
...[and] do not want to relinquish their only opportunity to acquire and keep wealth
and influence".®” Therefore the internal rivalries threaten the states' survival. Under
such conditions, Lobell argues, leaders are primarily concerned about the ruling
regime's survival rather than the nation-state's survival. The state leaders are mainly
concerned about the impact of the uneven distributional effects of foreign policy on
the internal effect of political and economic power. The long-term consequence can

be a change in the state's economic and political institutions.5®

Lobell points out the following issues of the multitiered threats identification. First,
he argues that this approach suggests that the policy makers may manipulate the
foreign policy issues in domestic politics, in order to achieve political or economic
gains. Because of the 'rally around-the-flag' the hardliners among the foreign policy
makers can divert attention from the certain issues and create internal solidarity. This
allows weakening opposition as well as mobilizing internal backing for costly grand
strategies the population would otherwise not support. ® Furthermore, Lobell
maintains that policy makers can have an aim of manipulating domestic actors and

interest groups in other states.” Particularly, state's decision as to arms, allies, or

65 |obell 2009: 49.
66 |_obell 2009: 50.

67 David, S. R. (1991). Explaining third world alignment. World Politics, 43(02): 23940, quoted in Lobell 2009:
51.

68 |_obell 2009: 51.
69 |_obell 2009: 52.
0 |_obell 2009: 53.

22



appeasement can strengthen the political power of some societal and economic actors
in foreign states while others will be weakened politically and economically. The
stronger groups then will lobby their political interests. The long-term consequence
can be the alteration in the foreign state's political and economic arrangements.
Besides, the complex threat identification model suggests that some leaders can act
locally with the intention of pulling reluctant extra-regional great powers into the
conflict until all are involved. Finally, at the global level, with the leaders of second-
tier states defying the great powers in order to flex their muscles and thereby gain

status amongst regional competitors.’

2.2.4. Domestic interest groups.

Norrin M. Ripsman, in his work, elaborates on the issue of the domestic interest
groups answering the question which domestic actors matter the most and under
which circumstances.”? Under the domestic political actor, the scholar understands
the legislature, the media and organized interest groups. He argues that even-
nondemocratic governments must consider the military, economic elites, and even
public as a whole. Finally, he assumes that all political actors may try to influence
the foreign policy executive.” The economic and political interests of the governing
coalition have an impact on the threats the state respond to and the measures it uses
to curb them. Therefore he prefers the additive model of analysis that domestic and

international pressures are easily separable and identifiable.”

According to Ripsman, the executive is more attuned to international imperatives
than other actors. Under the anarchic conditions, all the states are socialized to

behave in a similar manner - they behave rationally internationally.”® Domestic

1 Lobell 2009: 53.
2 Ripsman N. M.(2009). Neoclassical realism and domestic interest groups. In Lobell [et al.]: 170-193.
3 Ripsman 2009: 171.

"4 Fordham, B. O. (2009). The limits of neoclassical realism: additive and interactive approaches to explaining
foreign policy preferences. In Lobell [et al.] 2009: 251.

5 Ripsman 2009: 174.
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actors should have less access to the national security policy due to the high costs of
its mishandling and the wide distribution of the costs and benefits of the national
security aspects over the society.’® Therefore, Ripsman says, in democratic states
interest groups with the large membership rolls have greater chances to influence the
foreign security policy. Here, the degree of control over the membership's voting
behavior correlates with the success of the group. Besides, single-issue groups
appeared to be more passionately committed to the issue than the groups whose
members face the need to consider a wide range of issues. Moreover, ethnic diaspora
communities display more consistent voting behavior, in opinion of the scholar, as

well as the groups with the significant voter base in strategic regions.’’

With regard to the non-democratic regimes, Ripsman names two factors that have
impact on leaders' attempts to retain power. They are the kingmakers or those with
the power to select, eject and back leaders; and the effort of the groups who can lead
the coup or revolt, such as military. In case of the corrupt regime, the political

leaders have particular interest in those who provide the resources.®

It is noteworthy to mention the constructivism component of the Ripsman's approach
- he underlines the ability of the domestic factors to shape and manipulate the
interpretation of the international circumstances and therefore to define the national
interest.”® As to the correlation between the international conditions and the influence
of the domestic groups, the author argues that during the stable periods, the impact of
the domestic actors and influence groups is higher due to the low risks. In the

domestic sphere, Ripsman shows that

a democratic national security policy executive might be most willing to
bargain with domestic interests over national security policy as an
election approaches and public opinion polls show that reelection will be
difficult.®°

76 Ripsman 2009: 180.
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Also, when the leader's hold on power is weak, and when the national security

executive lacks autonomy, the actors are likely to have a greater influence.

2.2.5. Democratic transition and the institutional strength.

The analysis of the domestic actors and the interest groups lead us to the discussion
of the democratic transition and the institutional strength. These issues deserve
particular examination in the post-Soviet context where the states do not display the

consolidated democratic governments and mature institutions.

According to Mansfield and Snyder, the weaker the domestic political institutions
are, the higher the probability of the emergence of the nationalism that would lead
the democratizing country to the war is. Nationalism, according to the scholars, is
likely to emerge in two cases. On the one hand, in the absence of the political
institutions, societal leader tend to use nationalist sentiments as the unifying force for
the certain action. The more immature the institutions are the higher mobilizing
effect the leadership's appeals will have. The second issue is that the break-up of the
authoritarian regimes poses threat to the domestic interest groups' attempt to obtain
the payoffs from the possible war. Under such circumstances, these groups tend to
utilize nationalistic appeal in order to gain larger support within the society.8!

In mature democracies, the citizens have bigger chances to obtain information about
the societal leaders and punish those who do not satisfy the electorate.?? And vice
versa, in newly democratizing states, limited suffrage, unfair constraints on electoral
competition, disorganized political parties, corrupt bureaucracies, or partial media
monopolies may skew political outcomes away from the patterns that coherent
democracies generally produce. Moreover, the authors say that while federalism may

generate certain benefits for mature democracies, the decentralization and

81 Mansfield, E. D., & Snyder, J. (2002). Democratic transitions, institutional strength, and war. International
Organization, 56(02): 299.
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fragmentation in newly democratizing regimes bear a threat of exacerbating the

issues related to the transition periods.®

As to the issue of nationalism, Mansfield and Snyder argue that the power of central
authorities is impoverished in newly democratizing states. The old authoritarian
regime has disassembled, while its old elites is still represented in the powerful
interest groups. Some of these groups, including the military bureaucracy and
dominant economic interests, may have self-serving reasons to lobby for military
expansion or the exclusion of foreign economic competition, policies that could
cause tensions with other states. At the same time, unsatisfied ethnic elites or rising
proponents of commercial expansion may press their demands on the weakened
state. Such interest groups due to their rhetorical appeals for popular support may be
utilizing the nationalistic and expansionist discourse as well as economic
protectionism issue. Particular attention is paid to the veto groups that may have a
stake in in foreign policies and nationalist rhetoric. Particular case of the veto group
discussed by Mansfield and Snyder is the 'logrolling' that is defined as mutual
assistance in achieving narrow interests.® Consequently, the power of the mass
groups is not institutionalized (unlike the mature democracies in which the taxpayers
granted larger powers), in the newly democratizing states, while the strength of the
elites is dependent on the weakness of the central authorities. Therefore, the newly
democratizing states are more prone to the nationalistic conflicts due to the elites'

logrolling.

Mansfield and Snyder discussed two phases of the democratization. The first one
deals with the transition from the authoritarian regime to the unstable democratic
regime, while the second is the passage to the consolidated democracy.®® They argue
that the first phase has a higher risk of the war due to the fear of the elites and still
powerful position of them. At the same time, mass participation is very weak during

this phase. The second stage is characterized by the mass participation, political

8 Mansfield & Snyder 2002: 301.
84 Mansfield & Snyder 2002: 302.
8 Mansfield & Snyder 2002: 304.
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competition, institutionalization of the procedures and norms as well as by the
accountability of the government. There is also a risk that the elites would play the
nationalistic card during the second phase in order to obtain the power. Only

institutions may cure the elites and their rhetoric during this stage.®

2.2.6. Military Intervention and the Role of Domestic Actors.

Colin Dueck, in his turn, argues that when facing the possibility of major military
intervention, state leaders usually begin by consulting what they perceive to be the
national security interests of the state. In this sense, domestic politics 'matters’, not as
a primary cause of intervention, but rather as a powerful influence on its exact
form.%” In comparison with the structural realism admirers, representatives of the
neoclassical realism bridge the gap between the second and the third images,
maintaining that under the conditions of the systemic pressure, the foreign policy can
be explained only by looking at the unit-specific variables. Therefore, according to
the advocates of this approach the systemic pressure becomes the most important
factor in the explanation of the foreign policy only if it is understood through the

prism of the elite's perceptions and domestic politics.®

As Taliaferro, Lobell, and Ripsman suggest, even if leading state officials seek to
advance the national interest, the internal characteristics of states may constrain their
ability to do so. The contribution of the given approach is the disclosure of the
mechanisms of the domestic political dynamics' and structures' impact on the foreign

policy.8®

They list several factors preventing the state leaders from engaging into the military
conflicts. On the one hand, the domestic political incentives for military campaign

are not supportive and may be risky for the political power of the leaders. Thus,

8 Mansfield & Snyder 2002: 306.

87 Dueck C.(2009). Neoclassical realism and the national interest: presidents, domestic politics, and major
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during the election campaign, the political leaders prefer to avoid the military action
platform.®® On the other hand, the anarchy pushes states to consider their security
constantly and the military intervention is seen as a tool for this. The process of
identifying national interests and then mobilizing resources to pursue those interests
IS not a given, and cannot even be usefully taken as such. As Schweller and
Taliaferro show, a wide variety of domestic political factors may influence this
process. Military intervention can be very costly in societal terms; state officials face
varying domestic political hurdles in building support for such interventions. In other
words, the fact and the form of the military interventions will correspond to the state
officials’ vision of the national interest. This is the case of the loose and permissive
domestic conditions. At the same time, in the opposite case, the elites would need
institutional conditions and mass support for the action. Under such conditions, the

intervention will be shaped in a way that will be able to gain the mass support.

2.2.7. Resource Extraction.

Neoclassical realists pay particular attention to the issue of the resource extraction. In
this regard the 2006 work by Taliafero deserves more detailed examination. %
According to his model, the independent variable (external threat or vulnerability) is
represented by the relative distribution of power (both in the international system and
in the particular region), the offense-defense balance in military technology, and
geographic proximity. The intervening variable, according to the author, covers the
state's ability to extract or mobilize resources as well as nationalism and ideology.
The dependent variable, in its turn, presents itself in one of the three possible

strategies: emulation, innovation, or persistence in existing strategies.®®

% Dueck 2009: 144.
91 Dueck 2009: 146.
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In his article, Taliafero assumes that states are reasonably coherent that is a difficult
to apply in the particular cases, in our opinion insofar as the competition between
different elites and interest groups inevitably occur. According to the scholar, under
the pressure of the systemic factors, the country's government may employ two
different strategies - mobilization and extraction. Mobilization can be represented by
two forms of behavior. On the one hand, a state can directly control economic
activity and reallocate resources through centralized planning, the nationalization of
key industries or particular firms, and other means. Also, the authority seeking to
increase the wealth of the country can interfere economy and particularly tax
collection. The government has to invest certain political and economic resources in
these mobilizations, whether in the form of expenditures on a large administrative
apparatus (direct mobilization) or in the form of subsidies and concessions to no state
actors as an inducement to expand production (indirect mobilization). As to the
resource extraction, the state directly converts societal wealth into military power
through taxation, requisition, and expropriation.® Centralized and insulated states
have higher abilities of the wealth extraction on comparison with the decentralized
and constrained states. But, according to the Dueck’s work, even democracies have

different abilities in resource extraction.

2.2.8. Ideology and state-sponsored nationalism

Ideology and state-sponsored nationalism are two other components of state power.
In general, state nationalism secures social cohesion and the propensity of
individuals to identify with the state, which in turn facilitates leaders' efforts to
extract and mobilize resources from society for national-security goals. The success
of the ideology in the resource extraction and mobilization depends on its content
and the elites’ consensus about the role of the state vis-a-vis society and economy.

Taliafero defines 'nationalism' as

9 Taliafero 2006: 487 - 488.
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a propensity of individuals to identify their personal interests with that of
a group that is too large to meet together; to identify those interests based
on a common ‘culture’, ‘ethnicity’, ‘civic' or 'national identity' that the
members of the group share to the exclusion of other groups; to believe
that the members of the group share a common history; and to believe that
the group requires its own state if it is to survive.%

He continues with stressing three key issues as to nationalism. Firstly, it assumes that
leaders deliberately inculcate nationalism primarily as a means to achieve societal
cohesion against external adversaries. This approach does not consider excludes
ethnic, secessionist, and vernacular nationalisms that might hinder and threaten the
state from within. Secondly, author suggests that individuals' loyalty to the state
supersedes their loyalty to more exclusive groups, such as those based on common
kinship and location, and that such identification increases the cohesion of the
group.® Finally, social cohesion does not presume the absence of the disagreements
within society. All societies, demonstrate certain level of conflicts stemming from
conflicting class interests, resource allocations, competing political goals, regional
differences, and ethnic rivalries. Nevertheless, nationalism has potential enhance
social cohesion and the willingness of individuals to make sacrifices to the extent that
most individuals and societal groups view the state's institutions as legitimate.
Particularly during periods of high external vulnerability, leaders have an incentive
to inculcate nationalism as a means to extract greater societal resources for the

production of military power.%’

2.2.9. Neoclassical Realism and the Issue of Identity.

Jennifer Sterling-Folker develops this topic in her article.®® According to the author,
the identity, the immutability of tribalism and centrality of conflicts allows the

conflict and trade coexist on the international arena. For her, the national collective

9 Taliafero 2006: 491.
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identity may coexist with the rational self-interest in cooperation and profit.*® The
scholar starts with the point that in realism the core analytical point is not the state,
but the human collectives. They treat humans as social animals that form groups. The
former bind their members together through the social practices and institutions,
according to social constructivism. By making self - other distinctions, individuals
are able to construct their own identity. The same mechanism is used in formation of
the collective identity.'® Multiple group membership is the norm; however, at any
given historical moment, particular collective identities are more pertinent than
others. From this point of view, the control over the resource allocation and other
decision-making procedure is the indicator of the dominance of the certain identity.

Contemporary states are unique due to the marriage of the nation to the state. The
subunits of the state fight with each other in order to obtain control over the resource

allocation. As Jennifer Sterling-Folker argues that

in the Westphalian system, where collective identity construction is
linked to national collective autonomy and territorial self-determination,
subgroup competition for state control can manifest itself as electoral,
bureaucratic, and/or leadership struggles, depending on whether or not a
polity is a democracy.

She stresses that while not all the rivalries involve national identity formation and
reproduction, nevertheless the national identity symbols are implicated, evoked or
encouraged as means of winning such competitions.®* According to Roxanne Dory,
the state is a key actor in the process producing and reproducing the national
identities. By means of the so called 'sovereignty effect' the state reaffirm the
belonging to the groups and the differentiation from the others.%? During the group
formation process, the individual identity is being connected to the political and
economic decision-making, and this identity is being opposed to the external,

different and something less desired.'®® Since the identity formation is never ending

9 Sterling-Folker, J. 2009: 104.
100 Sterling-Folker, J. 2009: 110.
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process it shows the need for the constant analysis of the internal and external
competitions. Sterling-Folker pays particular attention to the issue of manipulations

of the issue stressing the unpredictable consequences of it.

2.3. Neoclassical Realism and Area Studies

As it was shown in the previous sections of this chapter, the neoclassical realism in
its analysis focuses on the three variables - independent or system variable,
intervening variable (state institutions, domestic actors and interest groups, ideology)
and dependent variable that is the foreign policy of the state. The advocates of this
approach pay particular attention to the intervening variable that in my opinion

allows students to link given approach to the area studies as a discipline.

The neoclassical realist perspective has bigger potential for the area study than any
other approach due to the several reasons. Firstly, the state or the region is being
perceived as a whole, with its historical, political, economic, national dynamics that
secure the interdisciplinary approach to the problem. Thus, Benjamin Schwartz’s

definition of area as a cross-disciplinary unit says that area refers to

...some portion of the earth’s surface inhabited by human collectivities,
more or less marked off from other collectivities by virtue of the fact that
they constitute relatively autonomous fields of human interaction among
various life-realms. Within it one can discern complex interactions among
economic, social, political, religious and other spheres of life.1%

Here we see the important features of area under study: geographical wholeness,
separateness from other regions and complex of factors that can be studied.
However, Schwartz points out the ambiguity of this term. On the one hand, he says,
scholars can talk about "a separate collectivity constituting a field of intensive cross-
disciplinary interaction™. On the other hand, the term can be referred to the common
cultural features shared by several societies. Finally, the term can be applied to

China, Japan, Korea considered separately.’®® Here we see the ambiguity — what can

104 Schwartz, B. 1. (1980). Presidential address: Area studies as a critical discipline. The Journal of Asian
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be considered as area. | would say under term 'area’ one should understand the state,
group of states or territories, close to each other geographically, sharing commonality
or similarity of culture and language, history, that makes the region the whole, as
well as similar political and economic challenges that makes the study of them
together reasonable. The proposed definition is quite useful for Area Studies insofar

it deals with the geographic region.

Werner Cahnman, in his turn, stresses that Area Studies focus on the study of
'specific regions’, as opposed to ‘generic regions', dividing the world into major part,
and subparts that constitute a whole.'% These regions are characterized by multiple
complex factors, and at the same time these regions represent the wholeness and
uniqueness.®” Uniqueness of the regions that are the object of Area Studies is also
stressed by Robert Bates. Bates emphasizes the importance of cultural distinctions
for the Area Studies that is the starting point for its scholars.'® However, while Bates
is talking about cultural distinctions mainly, which he calls contextual knowledge
and that are determined by institutions, histories and beliefs, Cahnman means wider

range of distinctions, including geographical, economic, and others.

Besides, what makes neoclassical realism approach more relevant for the area studies
research is that the latter locates the state into the international environment and
looks for the systemic factors that are seen as defining the national security decision-
making process. Kolodziej would push the analysis beyond the state level so that
"security policy may be defined as the pursuit by groups and states to influence and
determine the overall structure of the component parts in preferred ways".2%® As he
shows, security policy of one state (dominant in the region, for instance) can shape

the structure of the whole region.
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Furthermore, neoclassical realists define the state apparatus, political regime, key
actors, and interests groups as particularly important for their analysis. As Ripsman
and Fordham show, the electoral behavior, mass media, the role of the military have
an impact on the national security executives that also may vary depending on the
international and domestic circumstances. The importance of the regional perspective
in this regard was demonstrated in 1956 by Gabriel Almond, who employed political
culture as a way of defining political system that was more meaningful than reliance
on institutional comparisons.'*° Political culture concept can correct the weakness of
the rational choice theory. Ruth Lane introduces the term of ‘cultural rationality'. It
emphasizes specific content of various political cultures, and shows how these
specific norms and beliefs can be described and used to predict specific behavioral
patterns.!! Different areas bear different types of cultures. Although classics of this
trend, such as Almond, Verba, Pye, analyzed the particular countries, the types of the
political culture are more broad, and can be applied to certain region, where one
country represent this type to the most extent. Here, | will make examples of some
cultures. In 1965, Rustow published analysis of Turkish political culture. His
conclusion can be summarized in following. For Turkish political culture, the group's
welfare is more important than the individual's. The group is hierarchy based on age.
The group's welfare is defined by elders; and therefore their directions are to be
obeyed. These directions include Islamic austerity and courage in protecting the
group.t? These characteristics can be applied if not to the whole but to Middle

Eastern Islamic world.

It shows how political culture differentiate from country to country (and between
different regions as well). These differences explain the different political institutions
established. For example, the Japanese political culture explains power of emperor,
and British political culture explains the type of monarchy in England, the power of
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the parliament and hereditary elites there. At the same time, Turkish political culture
catches the most important features of that country — the influence of Islam and
militarism, although society there is not that sharply stratified. In sum, analysis of
political culture can explain the institutional preferences not only within certain
country, but also in certain region, and therefore overcomes the weakness of the
rational choice theory. As area studies, theories of political culture start by

recognizing the uniqueness of the object of research.

Utilizing the works of the social constructivist school, the neoclassical realism
employs the identity concept and communication approach related literature in the
discussion of the threat identification, formulation of the national interest process and
the ethnic groups' impact on the foreign policy making process. As Sterling-Folker
shows, the identity of the certain group is being constructed through the interaction

with other human collectives and through the opposition 'self' - 'other".

As Rafael with the reference to Stuart Mill notes the importance of the language

proficiency in the research:

Without knowing the language of a people, we never really know their
thoughts, their feelings, their type of character; and unless we do possess
this knowledge of some other people than ourselves, we remain, to the
hour of our death, with our intellects only half expanded. ... Since we
cannot divest ourselves of preconceived notions, there is no means of
eliminating their influence but by frequently using the differently colored
glasses of other people; and those of other nations, as the most different,
are the best.!?

Thus, Thomas Stephan Eder, in his 2013 work, elaborates on the issue of the China -
Russia relations and argues that the application of the concept of the intervening
variable to the concrete analysis will inevitably require the area expertise including
the foreign language capabilities.''* He also points at the necessity of the study of the

official documents that are accessible for the area specialist.

113 Hall, R. (1948). Area Studies: With Special Reference to Their Implications for Research in the Social
Sciences (New York: Committee on World Area Research Program. Social Science Research Council, quoted in
V.L. Rafael (1994). The cultures of area studies in the United States. Social Text, (41), 91-111.

114 Eder, T. S. (2014). China-Russia Relations in Central Asia: Energy Policy, Beijing's New Assertiveness and
21st Century Geopolitics. Springer VS: 87
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2.4. Conclusion

The analysis of the traditional IR approaches allows to conclude that they display
certain limitations applicable to the cases, particularly in the case of the Crimea. At
the same time, the neoclassical realist approach is seen as the most powerful tool in
the examination of the Crimean crisis of March 2014. The value of the approach for
this thesis is first of all the emphasis on the intervening variable, or the state
institutions, state-society relations, domestic actors and interest groups, nationalism
and ideology. | argue that despite the rhetoric about the Russian invasion in Crimea
and the analysis of the Russian foreign policy in realist and neoclassical realist terms,
the neoclassical realist perspective from the Crimea's standpoint becomes a
significant contribution to the bulk of literature on the case. Although we have to
accept the international conditions that threatened Russian interests in the near
abroad, they were the Crimean elites who perceived the system incentives in the way
they did and undertook the decision of separation and unification with the Russian

Federation.

The analysis of the domestic actors and interest groups are significant due to the
several reasons. Firstly, Ukraine finds itself in the transition period which defines the
weakness of the institutions and procedures, the low commitment of the actors to the
existing norms. Secondly, the utilization of the Russian nationalistic rhetoric,
particularly connected to the issues of the Russian language guaranteed the support
of the referendum. The control of the Russia-oriented groups over the agenda in the
parliament allowed referendum to be announced. Furthermore, the role of the
military units that immediately took an oath to the Russian Federation was crucial -
without it the conflict could have become frozen. Moreover, the media in the Crimea
demonstrated their loyalty to the Russia. To sum up, the neoclassical realist potential
in explaining the policy of the ARC in 2014 cannot be overestimated.
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CHAPTER 3

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE CRIMEA BEFORE 1991

3.1. Introduction.

For the understanding of the role of Russia in the Crimea, it is important to know the
history of the region and the circumstances under which the territory of this region
started to be settled by the Russians. This will shed light on the long-lasting links
between the Crimea and the Russian Federation, the Russian language issue, the
political parties and discourses. Otherwise, in author's opinion, it is impossible to
elaborate on the Crimean crisis issue. The author starts with explaining the early
settlements and cultures that existed on the territory of the Crimea, touching upon the
Scythians, Sarmatians, Greeks and so on. The particular attention is paid to the
discussion of the Crimean Khanate and its connection to Turkey. Furthermore, the
author proceeds with the analysis of the Russian acquisition of the Crimea. The
second part of this chapter aims at discussing the historical developments in the
Crimea in the XX century, starting from the World War | till the dissolution of the
Soviet Union. The importance of this period is determined by the following issues.
The developments in the region during the World War | led to the establishment of
the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist republic. In 1921, the autonomy was
established. The World War 1l also was marked by such an important issue as a
deprivation of the autonomous status and the deportation of many ethnic minorities,
including the Crimean Tatars that is important political actor in Crimea. Finally, the
transfer of the Crimea to Ukraine in 1954 was an implication for the later territorial
claims of the Russian Federation. The third part of this chapter is devoted to this

issue.
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3.2. Historical Background of the Crimea

The author starts with explaining the early settlements and cultures that existed on
the territory of the Crimea, touching upon the Scythians, Sarmatians, Greeks and so
on. The particular attention is paid to the discussion of the Crimean Khanate and its
connection to Turkey. Furthermore, the author proceeds with the analysis of the

Russian acquisition of the Crimea.

3.2.1. Early Developments in the Region

The oldest traces of human habitation in the Crimea belong to the middle Paleolithic;
one of them is the parking of Neanderthals in the cave Kiik-Koba aged 100 thousand
years. Much later, in the Mesolithic era, the Cro-Magnons settled in the Crimea
(Murzak-Koba).!*> According to the hypothesis of the Columbia University scientists
Ryan and Pitman, until the VI millennium BC, the Crimean territory did not
constitute a peninsula and was a fragment of a larger landmass that included, in
particular, the territory of the modern Azov Sea. Around 5500 BC, in a good effort
from the waters of the Mediterranean Sea and the formation of the Bosporus, in a
relatively short period of time, large areas were flooded, and the Crimean peninsula
was formed. The flooding of the Black Sea approximately coincides with the final
Mesolithic cultures and the onset of the Neolithic period. The Crimea, in the
Neolithic wave, was not affected by the Neolithic cultures that came from the
Anatolia via the Balkans. Local Neolithic had a different origin, associated with the
cultures of the Circumpontic area (steppes and plains between the Black and Caspian
Seas). In the IV - 11l millennia BC, through the territory of the north of the Crimea,
westward migration of tribes, presumably carriers of Indo-European languages,
occurred. In the Il millennium BC, on the territory of the Crimea, the Kemi-Oba

culture existed.16

115 Aunpees, A. (1997). Hemopus Kpviva: kpamkoe onucanue npowno2o Kpvimckozo nonyocmposa. 311-Bo
MesxpernoHasbHBII HEHTP oTpacieBoil nHpopmaruku ['ocatomHaa3opa Poccun: 4

116 Anspees 1997: 4.
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The first inhabitants of the Crimea, known to us by ancient sources, were
Cimmerians (XII century BC). This is confirmed by the ancient and medieval
historians, as well as the information that has reached us in the form of the names in
the eastern part of the Crimea, 'Cimmerian ferry', 'Cimmeric'.*'” In the middle of the
VII century BC, Cimmerians were partly displaced by the Scythians to the steppe
part of the peninsula in the foothills and mountains of the Crimea, where they created
the compact settlements. In the foothills and mountainous Crimea, and on the
southern coast of the Crimea, Tauri that were associated with the Kizil-Koba
archaeological culture lived. Some scholars point at the possible Caucasian origin of
Tauri using the traces of the influence of the Koban culture as an argument. From the
ancient name of Tauri, the name of the coastal and mountainous part of the Crimea -
Taurica, Tauriya and Taurida came. To this day, remains of fortifications and
dwellings of the Tauri preserved; their circular fence of vertically set stones, and the

Taurus tomb 'stone boxes' can be found.1®

New period of the Crimean history begins with the capture of the Crimea by the
Scythians. This period is characterized by the qualitative changes in the composition
of the population. Archaeological data show that the foundation of the population of
the northwest Crimea was people who came from the Dnieper region.''® In the VI-V
centuries BC, when the steppes were dominated by the Scythians, on the coast of the
Crimea, merchants from Greece started to base their trading colonies. Panticapaeum
or Bosporus (modern Kerch) and Feodosiya were built by the colonists from the
Greek city of Miletus; Chersonesus, located within the current Sevastopol, was

erected by the Greeks from Herculean Pont.?°

In the first half of the V century BC, on the shores of the Black Sea, there were two
independent Greek states. One of them was the slaveholding Democratic Republic of
Chersonesus, which included western Crimea land (Kerkinitida (modern

17 Annpees 1997: 9.

118 Anspees 1997: 6.

119 Anppees 1997: 11.

120 Auppees 1997: 15, 17.
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Yevpatoria), Kalos-Lyman (Chernomorskoye).?! Chersonesus was founded on the
site of the Tauri settlement by the Greeks from Herculean Pont. Bosporus was an
autocratic state, whose capital became Panticapaeum. Acropolis of the city was on
Mount Mithridates. 22 Greek colonists brought to the shores of the Crimea
shipbuilding, viticulture, the cultivation of olive trees and other crops, built temples,
theaters, and stadiums. In the Crimea, there were hundreds of Greek settlements -
policies. The ancient Greeks created great historical and literary monuments of the
Crimea. Euripides wrote the material on the Crimean drama Iphigenia in Tauris. The
Greeks, who lived in the Chersonese in Cimmerian Bosporus, knew Iliad and
Odyssey, where Cimmeria was wrongly characterized as "a sad area covered by ever-
wet fog and clouds.” By the end of the Il century BC, Scythian state was greatly
reduced under the pressure of the Sarmatians. The Scythians were forced to move
their capital to the river Salgir (near Simferopol), where Naples Scythian, or

Neapolis (Greek name)was.*

By the middle of the I century BC, the Crimea was settled by the Romans. Bosporus
kingdom became dependent on Rome. They built Kharaks fortress that was
abandoned in the Il century.1?* They also paved the way through the Crimean
Mountains Via Militaris (Kalendskaya trail), that connected Chersonese to the Ai-
Todor Cape on the South Coast.*? In the Roman period, Christianity began to spread
in the Crimea. One of the first Christians in the Crimea was exiled Clement I, the

fourth Pope.1?

Scythian state in the Crimea existed till the second half of the 11l century, and it was

destroyed by the Goths. Staying of the Goths in the Crimean steppes lasted a

121 Xamaes B.B. (2015). F'ocynapcTBeHHOE yIpaBieHHe U 'MECTHOE CaMOYTIpaBIeHHe' B BU3AHTHHCKOM XepcoHe
BO BTOpo# mosoBune | X—X Beke, Arvomanax "KPBIM" (3), 27 - 45.

122 Aunpees 1997: 17.
123 Aunpees 1997: 18.
124 Aunpees 1997: 25.
125 Apnpees 1997: 26 - 27.

126 Karynum, FO. A. (2013). XpHcTHAHCTBO B HCTOPHUH 1 KyIbType Hapoaos Kpeiva I-X V111 Bekax. Yuenvie
sanucku Tagpuueckoeo nayuonanoho2o ynueepcumema um. B.1. Bepnaockoeo Cepus « Qunocoghus.
Kynomyponoaus. [lonumonozus. Coyuonozusy. 24 (65-3), 130-141.
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relatively short time. In 370, the Crimea and the Taman Peninsula were invaded by
the Huns Balamber. Goths entrenched in the mountainous Crimea before the XVII
century (Crimean Goths). By the end of the IV century, in the Crimea, there was only
one ancient city Chersonese, which became an outpost of the Byzantine influence in
the region. Under the Emperor Justinian Aluston, Gurzuf, Sudak and Simbolon forts

were established, as well as Bosporus revived.*?’

In the VI century, Turks appeared in the Crimea. In the VII century, there were
nomadic Bulgarians. In the beginning of the VIII century, the Crimea was divided
between Byzantium and the Khazars. In the VIII century, in the Byzantine Empire a
movement of iconoclasm began; this destroyed icons and murals in the temples.
Monks escaping from persecution, moved to the outskirts of the Empire, including
the Crimea. Here, in the mountains, they founded the cave temples and monasteries:

Uspensky, Kachi-Kalon, Shuldan, Chelter and others.1?

The VI-XII centuries in the south-western Crimea are marked by the development of
the feudal relations and formation of the fortified settlements in the internal ridge. In
the IX century, in the Crimea, there were Pechenegs and Magyars. At the beginning
of X century, the Crimea became arena of the battles between the armies of the Russ
(Helga) and Khazar (Pesach).!?°After the death of the Khazar Khanate, Khazar part
of the Crimea came under the influence of the ancient Tmutarakan principality. One
of the important cities in this period was Korchev (contemporary Kerch). In 988,
Kievan Prince Vladimir, after several months of siege, took Chersonese. This
allowed Vladimir nominate their conditions to the emperor Basil Il and marry a

Byzantine princess Anna.**°

In the XII century, on the peninsula, there were the first documented archaeological

traces of the Karaites, presumably descendants of the Khazars, a national religion of

127 Aunpees 1997: 30.

128 Mromuuer 1998: 143 - 144.
129 Auppees 1997: 35 - 36.
130 Mromuuer 1998: 131 - 132.
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which - Karaism - arose much earlier in the VIII century in Babylon.!3! After
weakening of Byzantium in its former possessions, the Crimean Gothalanami
(Crimean Goths) founded Orthodox Christian Theodoro principality with its capital
in the largest 'cave town' Mangup.!%2

In 1223, the Crimea was invaded by the Tatar-Mongol troops Jebe, but soon they
left. Steppe Crimea became the possession of the Golden Horde - the Jochi Ulus - no
earlier than1250. Krym was the administrative center of the peninsula. Other major
city of the Crimean ulus was Karasubazar. The first coins in the Crimea were issued
by the Khan Meng-Timur, dated 1267. Due to the rapid flourishing of the Genoese

trade, the Crimea was becoming a major commercial and craft center fast.13

In the XIV century, the part of the Crimean territory was acquired by the Genoese
(Gazaria, Kafa).' By this time, in the Crimea, Cuman language had been widely
circulated, as evidenced by the Code Kumanikus. In 1367, the Crimea obeyed to
Mamay, who also relied on the power of the Genoese colony.!®® In 1397, the
Lithuanian prince Vytautas invaded the Crimea and came to Kafa. After the defeat of
the Edigei,**® Chersonese turned to ruins (1399).%” The important period in the
history of the Crimea is the Crimean Khanate era. Its discussion will shed the lights
on the Crimean Tatars roots in the regions, as well as the role of Turkey in the

Crimea.

131 Mromuuen 1998: 118 - 121.

132 MMromuues 1998: 155.

133 Bosrpun, B. E. (1992). Hcmopuueckue cyovbul kpvimckux mamap. Mocksa: "Msbicip": 127.
134 Annpees 1997: 42.

135 Aunpees 1997: 43.

136 Xpomos, K.(2009). IIpasienus xanos B Kpeimckom Yiyce 3onotoit Opast B 1419-1422 rr. 1o
HYMHU3MaTHYECKUM JaHHBIM. [cmopuro-2eocpagiuni docniodicenns ¢ Yrpaini: 367.

137 Mronuuer 1998: 163.
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3.2.2. The Crimean Khanate

After the collapse of the Golden Horde in 1441, the Crimean Tatar people and their
government in the Crimea, the Crimean Khanate, formed.'® In addition to the steppe
and foothill part of the Crimea, the Crimean Khanate actually occupied the lands
between the Danube and the Dnieper, Azov Sea and most of the modern territory of
the Krasnodar region of Russia. At this point, the Crimea was divided between the
steppe Crimean Khanate, mountain principality Theodoro and Genoese colonies on
the south coast.*® The capital of the principality Theodoro was Mangup, one of the
largest medieval fortresses of the Crimea (90 ha), which, if necessary, could be taken
under the protection of large numbers of the population.

In summer 1475, the Ottoman Turks, who seized Constantinople and the territory of
the former Byzantine Empire before, invaded the entire Genoese fortress (including
Tana on the Don) and the Greek cities in the Crimea and the Sea of Azov, led by
Gedik Ahmed Pasha. In July, Mangupwas besieged. Breaking into the city, the Turks
destroyed almost all the inhabitants, looted and burned buildings. Seaside towns and
the mountainous part of the Crimea became part of the Ottoman Empire. On the
lands of the principality and conquered the Genoese colony Turkish pashalik Kef
was created; later it was transformed into Eyalet. Turks kept there their garrisons,
bureaucracy, and collected taxes. From 1478 onwards, the Crimean Khanate became
a vassal of the Ottoman Empire. In the three centuries that followed, the Black Sea
became a Turkish 'internal lake'.1*° By the XV century, the Ottoman Empire moved
to strategic defense, the main components of which was the construction of
fortifications at the mouths of rivers, creating a kind of buffer zone - an uninhabited
territory, the transfer of armed struggle against northern neighbors - Poland and
Russia - deep into the Polish and Russian possessions, using a dependent from her
Crimean Khanate.'*! In the XVI century, the Turks with the help of the Italian

138 Bosrpun 1992: 144,
139 Mromuuer 1998: 175.
140 Bosrpus 1992: 150 - 151.
141 TTromuen 1998: 197 - 200.

43



experts built a fortress Perekopor Kapu. Since the end of the XV century, the
Crimean Khanate carried out repeated attacks on the Russian government and Rzecz
Pospolita. The main purpose of the raids was the capture of slaves and their resale to
the Turkish markets. The total number of slaves who passed through the Crimean

markets is estimated at three million.142

As soon as the Russian government got rid of the yoke of the Golden Horde, once
again it faced the task to find the exit to the Black Sea. After defeating the Kazan and
Astrakhan Khanate, Russia continued expansion to the south, toward the Turkish-
Tatar threat. Defense line, under construction on the Russian borders, menaced the
Wild Field. Reclaimed land started to be mastered by the farmers; cities were built,
that put pressure on the defense lines of the Ottoman Empire, despite the
unsuccessful Crimean campaigns of the Russian troops in the XVI and XVII

centuries.1*3

During the Russian-Turkish War (1735-1739), the Russian Dnieper Army,
numbering 62 thousand people under the command of the Field Marshal Munnich,
on May 20, 1736, stormed the Ottoman fortifications in Perekop and occupied
Bakhchisaray on June 17. However, lack of food, as well as outbreaks in the army
forced Munnich to retreat in Russia. In July 1737, the Crimea was invaded by the
army under the command of the Field Marshal Peter Lacy, causing the series of
defeats of the army of the Crimean Khan and capturing Karasubazar. But soon, Lacy
was forced to leave the Crimea due to lack of supply.** The only outcome of the
Russian army incursions appeared to be the devastation of the peninsula, because the
gap between the new and already governed by the Russians territories was too great
to ensure their economic development and effective defense and thus rely on the

inclusion of the Crimea into the Russian possessions.1#°

142 Fisher, A. W. (1972). Muscovy and the Black Sea slave trade. Canadian-American Slavic Studies, 6(4), 575-
594.

143 Kucenés, C. H., & Kucenésa, H. B. (2004). I'eononutuueckue acnekTsl uctropun Kpeima. Yuensie 3anucku
THY, cepus «I eoepagpus, 17(56): 75.

144 Aunpees 1997: 76.
145 Kycenés & Kucenéra 2004: 75 - 76.
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Russian-Turkish War of 1768 - 1774 marked the end of the Ottoman rule over the
Crimea and according to the Treaty of Kulgik Kaynarca in 1774, the Ottomans
officially renounced claims to the peninsula. Russia received fortress Kerch and
Yenikale that locked out the exit of the Sea of Azov to the Black Sea. Kerch Strait
became Russian, which was of great importance for the Russian South trade. The
Crimean Khanate was declared independent from Turkey. The Crimean Khanate
received former Ottoman possessions on the peninsula (South and South-East
Crimea). However, it took a lot of time, money and effort (both military and
diplomatic) before Turkey reconciled with the release of the Crimea and Northern
Black Sea from its influence. The Turkish sultans, being the supreme Caliphs,
retained in their hands the power of the religious right and the approval of the new
khans that caused a great pressure on the Crimean Khanate. As a result, the Crimean

nobility divided into two groups - the Russian and Turkish orientated.'4°

Having achieved independence of the Crimea, Catherine 1l did not abandon the idea
of joining it to Russia. This was determined by the vital interests of Russia, insofar as
the Crimea had a large military-political and economic importance for the Russian
state. Without the Crimea, it was impossible to have free access to the Black Sea. But
the Sultan of Turkey, in his turn, did not think to abandon the peninsula.’*” The last
Crimean Khan Shahin Giray received the throne in 1777 due to the Russian support.
Shahin Giray ruled, disregarding the national Tatar customs, trying to hold in the
state reform and reorganize the management of the European model, to equalize the
rights of Muslim and non-Muslim population of the Crimea, and soon turned to his

people in a traitor and apostate.'*

In March 1778, Alexander Suvorov was appointed the commander of the Russian
troops of the Crimea and the Kuban. He radically strengthened peninsula’'s defense
from the Turkish attacks and forced the Turkish fleet off the Crimean water. In 1778,

146 )KykoB, K. A. (2009). HekoTopble y310Bble MOMEHTEI PYCCKO-TYPELIKUX OTHOIIEHHUH B koHue XV II-Hauane
XX BB. Becmnux Canxm-Ilemep6ypzackozo ynusepcumema. Cepusi 13. Bocmokosedenue. Agppuxanucmuxa, (2).

147 Anunpees 1997: 87.
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Suvorov on the orders of Prince Potemkin, governor of the Novorossiysk, Azov,
Astrakhan and Saratov provinces, facilitated access to the Russian citizenship and
resettlement of the Christian population of the Crimea (Armenians, Greeks, Voloh,
and Georgians). As Mal'gin suggests this was conducted in order to prevent the
possibility of Turkish troops to land at the expense of the local Christian (i.e.
agricultural) population and its campaign of the evacuation from the Crimea was
implemented. 2 It is also likely that as de Madariaga assumed, "the benefits of
attracting a large group Christian settlers in the southern Russian territory soon
overshadowed the original cause of migration".**® It can be also explained by the
necessity of rapid settlement of the fertile lands of the Northern Black Sea coast
(primarily the lands of the liquidated Zaporozhye Sech, deserted in connection with
the departure of the Zaporozhye Cossacks of the Danube and the eviction of the
remaining Kuban). The departure of the economically active population of the
treasury led to the loss of the significant revenue sources. As compensation 'for the
loss of citizens', Khan, his brothers, beys and murzas were paid 100 thousand rubles
from the Russian treasury.® From May to September 1778, 31 thousand people
were resettled in the Azov Sea and in the New Russia from the Crimea. Greeks that
inhabited mainly western and southern coast of the Crimea were resettled on the
north shore of the Azov Sea, where they founded the city of Mariupol®®?, and 20
villages.'®® Armenians, who inhabited mostly eastern and south-eastern regions of
the Crimea (Feodosia, Stary Krym, Surhat and so on), settled in the lower reaches of
the Don, near the fortress Dmitri Rostovsky, where they founded the city of

149 Manbrun, A. B. (2013). ITpucoenunenne KpsiMa k Poccuu B cBeTe MOTHBOB MMIIEPCKOM
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151 Kamenko, C. T'. (2006). Beicenenue xpuctuan u3 Kpeimckoro Xanctsa B Poccuto B 1778 1. Vuenvie sanucku,
.Taspuueckoeo nayuonanvho2o ynueepcumema um. B. U. Bepnadckozo. Cepusi FOpuouueckue naykuy. 19(58-2):
33.
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Nakhichevan-on-Don and 5 villages around it (the place of modern Rostov-on-Don).

With the exodus of the Christians, the Crimean Khanate was ruined.

On March 10, 1779, Russia and Turkey signed Aynaly - Kavak Convention,
according to which Russia should withdraw its troops from the Crimean peninsula,
and, like Turkey, cannot interfere in the internal affairs of the Khanate. Turkey
recognized Shahin Girayas the Crimean Khan, confirmed the independence of the
Crimea and the right of free passage through the Bosporus and the Dardanelles for
the Russian merchant vessels.'® Russian troops, in accordance with the document,
could leave six thousand soldiers garrison in Kerch and Yenikale, and in the middle
of June 1779, withdrew from the Crimea and the Kuban region. Porte, however,
could not accept the loss on the Treaty of Klc¢ik Kaynarca and tended to return the
Crimean Khanate and the lands of the Northern Black Sea coast to its sphere of
influence. In the fall of 1781, in the Crimea, there was another uprising, provoked by
Turkey. In the summer of 1782, Catherine Il entrusted to Prince Potemkin to send
Russian troops to help the deposed Khan Shahin Giray, risking going into an open
conflict with Turkey. In September, with the help of the Russian troops, Shahin
Giray Khan regained the throne.' For the sake of this thesis, one of the most
important milestones in the Crimean past is the 1783 when the region was annexed
by the Russian Empire. It is still a remarkable date for the pro-Russian political

forces. Since then the Crimea had been settled by the Russians.

3.2.3. The Annexation of the Crimea by Russia.

Remaining threat from Turkey (for which the Crimea was possible springboard in
case of an attack on Russia) forced Russia to build a powerful fortified line on the
southern borders of the country and divert the forces and means of the economic
development in the border provinces. Potemkin as the governor of these areas,

15 Parymmsk, B. H. (2013). Bops6a 3a mpucoemunenne KpeiMckoro xancTsa k Poccuu Ha py6eske 1770-x-1780-
X IT. Ucmopuueckas u coyuansho-obpazosamenvhas moicis, (3): 39.

155 Parymmsax 2013: 40.
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realized the complexity and instability of the political situation in the Crimea, and
came to a final conclusion about the need to attach it to Russia, which would have
completed the territorial expansion of the empire as far south as natural boundaries
and created a single economic area - the northern Black Sea region. In December
1782, after returning from Kherson, Potemkin submitted the memorandum to

Catherine 11 that expressed his point of view.!°®

Some researches link the Crimean annexation to the Greek project that presupposed
the crushing of the Ottoman Empire and the division of its territory between Russia,
the Holy Roman Empire and the Venetian Republic.’®” As Markova argues, the
Greek Project was the camouflage of the planned conquest of the Crimea. The
program would require the huge state material and human casualties. Internal
conditions of the country did not provide the performance of the program. Russian
financewas continually deteriorating. Events for the dispensation of the South of
Russia demanded extraordinary costs. Peasant uprising of Pugachev had not been
eliminated. In addition, Russia did not have any major business funds or existing
bourgeois class interests which would correspond to such a broad program of
conquest. The expansion in the size of the Greek Project would lead not to the
strengthening, but, on the contrary, to a weakening of the country.'® However, in his
turn, Mal'gin argues that the Greek Project does not provide direct annexations.
Possible Russian-Austrian rapprochement led Russia to define adopt an idea of their
own goals and interests in the South, and conduct, so to speak, the audit of their
political assets in the case of the Crimea's disappointing.>®

On December 14, 1782, Empress sent Potemkin a secret prescript, which announced
her will "on the assignment of the peninsula.”" In spring 1783, it was decided that

Potemkin would go south, and will personally supervise the addition of the Crimean
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Khanate to Russia. On 8 (21) April, Empress signed the manifesto "On the Adoption
of the Crimean Peninsula, Taman Island and All Kuban Side Under the Russian
Empire,” on which she worked with Potemkin.® This document should be kept
secret until the accession. On the same day Potemkin went south, but still on the way
got the unexpected news of the abdication of Shahin Giray Khanate. The reason for
this was the discovery of the hatred against citizens held their reforms and policies
Shahin Giray, the actual financial bankruptcy of the state, mutual distrust and lack of
understanding with the Russian authorities.'®* On the territory of the Crimea, the
Russian troops under the command of Lieutenant-General Count de Balmain were
also introduced. In June 1783, in Karasubazar, Prince Potemkin took the oath of
allegiance to the Russian Crimean nobles and representatives of all layers of the
Crimean population. The Crimean Khanate ceased to exist, but its elites (over 300
genera) merged into the Russian nobility and took seats in the local self-government
of the newly created Tauria Oblast'.1?

On the order of Catherine Il, immediate steps to choose the harbor for the future
Black Sea Fleet in the south-west coast were implemented. Captain Bersenev
recommended the use of the bay near the village Akhtiar, near the ruins of
Chersonese Tauride. Catherine 11 issued a decree on February 10, 1784, ordered to
found a "military port with the Admiralty, shipyard, a fortress and make it a military
town." At the beginning of 1784, the port was laid fortress, which Catherine 1l gave
the name of Sevastopol.’®® By decree of Emperor Alexander | on October 8, 1802

Novorossiysk guberniya was divided into Mykolayiv, Ekaterinoslav and Taurida
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guberniyas. Taurida included the Crimean peninsula, Dneprovskiy, Melitopol and

Fanagoriyskaya counties of the Novorossiysk province.!64

In June 1854, the Anglo-French fleet started to bombard the Russian coastal
fortifications in the Crimea, and in September, in Yalta, Allies (United Kingdom,
France, and the Ottoman Empire) started landing. Soon there was Battle of Alma. In
October, the siege of Sevastopol took place, during which Kornilov died on
Malakhov Hill. In February 1855, Russians unsuccessfully tried to storm Yevpatoria.
In May, the Anglo-French fleet captured Kerch. In July, 1855, in Sevastopol, the
chief inspirer of Defense Admiral Nakhimov was killed. On September 11, 1855,
Sevastopol fell, but was returned to Russia at the exchange for the certain

concessions.%®

As it can be seen, since 1783, the Crimea appeared to be under the Russian rule. This
defined the ethnic composition of the population, political and economic changes in
the region that, as the author argues, influence the regional dynamics in the XX and
XXI centuries. Thus, according to the 1897 census, 546700 people lived in the
Crimea. Of these, 35.6% were Crimean Tatars, 33.1% were the Great Russians,
Ukrainians constituted 11.8%, 5.8% were German, 4.4% - Jewish, 3.1% were
Greeks, Armenians constituted 1.5%, 1.3% was represented by Bulgarians, 1.2%
belong to Poles, 0.3% of the population were Turks. % The dynamic of the
population should be discussed here. In 1843, the new "Regulations on the
Relocation of the Landless Government Peasants to the Land-rich Places” was
issued. The document essentially supplemented the law of 1824. On the new places
for immigrants, the food was purchased, cattle prepared and some fields were sowed.
For these, it was allowed to spend 'up to 20 rubles per family'. Newly coming
peasants were provided a 6-year-old exemption from military service and 8-year-old
exemption from the payment of taxes and duties, comparing to the existed before 3-
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year exemption.'®” In the 1830-40s, the ethnic composition of residents of the Crimea
underwent significant changes. In that period, Russian share significantly increased
(from 4.4 to 6.6%) as well as the share of Ukrainians (from 3.1 to 7.0%).

In 1850, the IX revision of the population was carried out in Russia. Between the 1X
and the X revisions the resettlement of peasants was carried out on the basis of the
law of 1843. During the Crimean War of 1853 - 1856, a significant number of the
Crimean Tatars acted on the side of the enemy. After the war, a significant part of
Tatars emigrated to Turkey.'® The X revision, the last in the history of Russia, was
carried out in 1857 - 1858. The population of the Crimea between 1850 and 1858
decreased from 343.5 to 331.3 thousand people. The audit confirmed that in the
1850s, the share of the Crimean Tatars continued to decline (from 77.8 to 73.0%),
while their dominance in all districts was still registered. Russians' share increased
almost twice (from 6.6 to 12.6%). In the early 1860s, the second mass deportation of
the Tatars from the Crimea to Turkey began. Its scale exceeded similar deportation
out of the 1770s - early 1780s. After the Crimean War, on the part of the Tatar
population, many Tatars were eager to emigrate to Turkey; the propaganda of the

Muslim clergy played an important role in this decision.'®°

By the spring of 1860, the majority of the Muslim population of the Crimea took
over the elimination of their farms and resettlement. The majority of them headed to
Turkey during April - October 1860. The total loss of population in the Crimea in
1860 amounted 116.6 thousand people, in 1861 it became 13.3 thousand people.
Meanwhile, the colonization of the Crimean lands originated from the interior
provinces of Russia continued. If in the 1950s, Tatars constituted 77.8% of all the
Crimean residents, by 1864 this was about 52%, and by the beginning of the XX
century, their share was reduced to 35.6%.7°
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The XX century brought important changes to the Russian Empire. In November
1905, the Sevastopol uprising led by Lieutenant Schmidt occurred. On December 16,
1917, soon after the October Bolshevik revolution, in Sevastopol, the Bolshevik
Military Revolutionary Committee was established, which took power into their own
hands. On January 4, 1918, the Bolsheviks took power in Feodosiya, knocking out
the Crimean Tatar connection, and, on January 6, they took Kerch. On the night of
January 9, Red Guards came to Yalta. On the night of January 14, they managed to
conquer Simferopol. As it will be discussed later, on March 19, 1918, Taurida Soviet

Socialist Republic was proclaimed in the Crimea.

The first autonomous establishments on the territory of the Crimea are traced back to
the early years of the Soviet power. During the Soviet period, the region was given
and then deprived of the autonomous status, suffered from the World Wars,
deportation and the transfer to the Ukrainian SSR. The next section will discuss these
events as well as their significance to the contemporary political process.

3.3. An Autonomous Status of the Crimea in the Early Soviet Era, 1917 - 1941

World War | and Civil war in Russia became the source of important changes in the
Crimea. In this period, the first Taurida republic was established followed by the

creation of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic.

3.3.1. Taurida Republic and the World War |

The Crimean expert Zaulochnaya distinguishes two aspects of the establishment of
the Crimean ASSR. To address the first issue, one should refer to the main
provisions of the Leninist theory concerning the national question.’’* The first was
formulated by the Lenin's position on the national question referred to 1902 and was
worded as follows: "Recognition of the right for self-determination of all nations that

171 3aynounas, C. A. (2006). TloauTHKOIPaBOBLIE MPEANIOCHUIKK co3aanus KpriMckoi AsTonomun B 1921
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are the part of the state."!’2 This formulation was expressed in the first program of
the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party, adopted at its Second Congress in
London, in 1903. But this slogan lurked a certain ambiguity. On the one hand, under
the right of nations to self-determination the right to "secede from foreign national
elements, the formation of an independent national state” was understood.'’® On the
other hand, Lenin, as a supporter of the class approach, was an opponent of the
process that may decompose large states into smaller, as large states contribute to the
union of the working masses in their struggle against the bourgeoisie and Lenin
therefore, ultimately, put the interests of the class struggle of the proletariat above the
interests of the national-liberation movement. 1’# The right of nations to self-
determination is inextricably linked to the question of autonomy, Zaulochnaya
stresses. The key phrase of Lenin's thesis on the autonomy: "Widespread local
government, regional self-government of those areas, which are distinguished by

special household conditions and the composition of the population”.1"

These considerations were supported by the practice of the Soviet leadership
regarding the Crimean Soviet republics in 1918 and 1919. The creation of these
republics was motivated not by a desire to implement the program promises of the
Bolsheviks and pragmatic considerations, but rather by the specific requirements of
the situation. This view is supported by Dement'yev and Andronova.'’® Thus, the
reason for the creation of the Republic of Taurida in 1918 was military-political
situation that developed after the conclusion of the Brest Treaty between Soviet
Russia on the one side and the countries of the Quadruple Union on the other side, on

3 March, 1918. Using Brest - Litovsk peace treaty with the Central Rada, Austrian -
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German troops entered the territory of Ukraine. The invaders were prepared to seize
the Crimea, the Caucasus and the Don region and at any moment could resume
hostilities against Soviet Russia, which is extremely feared Bolshevik leaders and
above all, Lenin. Therefore, to combat Austrian - German intervention in the south it
was decided to use the Crimea, declaring it an independent Soviet republic.t’’

Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks) and the Council of
Peoples' Commissars of the RSFSR adopted measures to release the Crimea from the
Russian Federation, the proclamation of the independent republic in the Crimea and
its inclusion into the single defensive front. However, there were two dangers:
increased separatism of some senior officials of the Crimea and the Black Sea Fleet
Left Socialist Revolutionary Party members; and the need for the Russian Federation

for the right of the diplomatic protection of the newly established republic.t’®

On March 15, 1918, the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party
(Bolsheviks) adopted a special resolution of the Crimean Republic and the Council
of People's Commissars of the RSFSR which formulated the main conditions of its
proclamation: declared new republic in the Crimea; Black Sea Fleet was regarded as
belonging to the Republic of Taurida; all the institutions of the Crimea had to obey to
the Central Executive Committee of Taurida which was in its turn responsible to the
Central Executive Committee and CPC of the RSFSR. It is noteworthy that the
decree of the Central Executive Committee and CPC of the RSFSR said nothing
about the reasons for the creation of Taurida.'”® Proclamation of the Republic
Taurida let government to avoid charges against Germany and Austro-Hungary in
violation of the terms of the Brest peace and at the same time oppose intervention.

Leninist pragmatism prevailed.*e°
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3.3.2. Establishment of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic

The situation appeared to be similar, but with a different composition of actors, in
spring 1919, and led to the creation of the Crimean SSR. After the surrender of
Germany and Austro-Hungary in the World War 1, squadron of Entente came to the
Black Sea. In accordance with the Convention on the rejection of the southern
regions of Russia between the governments of Britain and France, in the Southern
Ukraine and the Crimea landings armies of these countries were deployed.
Furthermore, the White VVolunteer Army stationed in the Black Sea region, including
the Crimea, joined army of invaders. The Red Army under the command of Dybenko
took Perekop and turned to Sevastopol. Government of the Crimea was forced to
evacuate. But the Red Army failed to capture Sevastopol, although CPC of the
RSFSR insisted on it.!8! Therefore, in order to avoid war with the Entente countries,
whose ships were in the bays of Sevastopol, Lenin proposed the creation of the
Crimean Soviet Republic, on behalf of which government decided to combat the
invaders. The decision was taken on April 20, 1919, at a meeting of the
Organizational Bureau of the Central Committee of the RCP(B). The word
‘autonomy' was missing, because the whole point of it was about the proclamation
and was a military action against the Entente interventionists. Moreover, the
reference to 'the right of nations to self-determination’ was absent in these
documents. 182 Therefore, the creation of the Crimean SSR was not an act of
implementation of the 'Leninist principles of the national policy', but a pragmatic act
aimed at strengthening the power of the Soviets in the South. The Crimean SSR

lasted less than two months, but had completed thetask assigned to it.

The second component in the solution of the problem was the tendency among the
Crimean Tatars striving for the national statehood which appeared after February
1917, when the Crimean Tatars social and political movement intensified!®® and put
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forward more radical demands, having put the aim to create Crimean independent
state.!84 The result of this movement was the convening of 26 November, 1917,
Kurultay of the Crimean Tatar people, where delegates adopted first time in the
history of the Crimean Constitution. New state was named the Crimean People
(Democratic) Republic. The Crimean Tatar parliament was elected, which formed
the national government - the Directory, headed by Chelebiyev.'® As the Crimean

Tatar newspaper Golos Tatar stressed, the Crimean Tatars "... do not demand a
political autonomy”, but would not allow the establishment of "the political
hegemony of a nation that has no cultural or historical or ethnographic rights per se"
in the Crimea.'® However, Directory began a power struggle with the Bolsheviks
which ended with the defeat of Directory and Kurultay. As a result, already on 14
January, 1918, Kurultay was forced to decide on the termination of the military

actions.87

The question of the political structure ofthe Crimea was the subject of the discussion
of the Crimean Regional Committee of the RCP(B) on May 7, 1921. Opinions of the
executives differed significantly. Thus, the representatives of the Crimean Tatar
Communists offered to create the Crimean Tatar national republic. This statement
contradicted to the resolution of the Tatar Communists Conference that earlier, in
May, decided that for the revolutionary goals the most suitable form of the
government is the International Republic within the Russian Federation. ! Party

workers among Ukrainians considered the most appropriate to include the Crimea

184 Xasu P.1. (2015). KoHuenuus KylbTypHO-HALMOHAILHOM aBTOHOMUHU BPEMEHHOTO KpBIMCKOTo
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into the Ukrainian SSR, given its geographical location and economic ties. The
majority of participants were in favor of the creation of an independent region,
reporting directly to Moscow. Eventually, it was decided to transfer the final decision
to the discretion of the Central Committee of the RCP(B).18° Particular attention was
paid to ensure the representation of the Crimean Tatars. They were guaranteed 20
seats of the 50 seats on the CEC. It was agreed on the presence of the members of the

Crimean Tatars in the CPC of the Crimea.t*®®

On October 18, 1921, Mikhail Kalinin, Enukidze, Lenin signed a decree on creation
the Republic of Crimea. At the first All-Crimean Constituent Congress of Soviets, 7 -
11 November 1921, the Crimean constitution was adopted; it was based on the
Constitution of the RSFSR of 1918. In the General Provisions, it is noted that "the
Crimean Socialist Soviet republic is the republic of the working people - workers and
peasants; power in the territory of the Crimea is carried out by the Soviets."%
According to it, "The Crimean Soviet Socialist Republic claiming equality and the
right to the free development of all nationalities of the Crimea, cancels all preexisting
national and national-religious restrictions”. Russian and Tatar were declared the

state languages.!®?

Even before the declaration of the Crimean republic, measures on the tatarization of
the administrative apparatus were carried out. Thus, in July 1921, on the initiative of
the regional Tatar Bureau of the RCP(B), actions on tatarization of the management
unit were identified, particularly in the areas dominated by the Tatar population; the
question of the appointment of the Tatar - Communists for the leading positions in a
number of Soviet institutions of the Crimea was raised. Moreover, leadership took

other measures to involve the Crimean Tatars to work in all levels of the government,
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which would contribute to a more successful attraction of the poorest sections of the
Crimean Tatars on the Soviet side. The claim of the Tatars to provide them 30 seats
in the Central Executive Committee were rejected, ° however, the decision to
increase the tatarization of the apparatus, strengthening cultural and educational
work among the Crimean Tatar population was adopted.!%

In the literature on the Soviet Crimea, particular place is given to the issue of
indigenization or korenizatsiya. These policies of the promotion of the ethnic groups'
languages, education and culture require particular attention insofar as they
contributed to the preservation of these groups' culture and identities by means of the

literature publishing, mass media, association.

3.3.3. Development of National Education and Culture in the Crimea before World
War 11

Analyzing this period, it is important to distinguish two sub-periods in this time
frame. Such division is related to the peculiarities of the indigenization or
korenizatsiya policies that were conducted in 1920s - 1930s in the Soviet Union. This
political and cultural campaign carried out in 1924 and aimedat strengthening the
role of the 'titular' nations respectively in the autonomous entities. The campaign was
held on the basic principles of the Leninist national policy, based on the Declaration
of the Rights of Peoples of Russia (1917) and it was designed to bridge the gap
between the leadership of the Communist policy Party of the Soviet state and the
interests ofminorities account for more thanhalf of the population, and was intended
to strengthen the Bolshevik power in the non-Russianareas of the country through the
formation of human resources the composition of the Party, government and

economic institutions of persons of the indigenous nationality.

Korenizatsiya regarding the Crimean Tatars. As it was mentioned before, national

issues became acute since the first days of the establishment of the Soviet power in
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the Crimea in November 1920. During the Civil War, both in Ukraine and in the
Crimea, a number of parties built on ethnic criteria operated, that displayed primarily
the interests of the peasantry. In the Crimea, it was Milli Firka that represented the
interests of the Tatar stratum of the population. In addition to the party Milli Firka,
with the establishment of the Soviet government, other political organizations tried to
restore their work.'® On December 18, 1920, Sevastopol Revolutionary Committee
received the following message: "Sevastopol Muslim Democratic organization that
existed in 1919 under the Soviet regime and due to the arrival of the White Army had
to stop their work, now, from 14 November, resumed organizational work".
However, the Bolsheviks immediately tried to suppress any other political force.
Milli Firka could not exist legally. On November 30, 1920, at the meeting of the
Regional Committee of the RCP(B) the party Milli Firka was discussed. The decision
was to launch a campaign against Milli Firka "as oral and written propaganda".1%

The national policy of the 1920s regarding the Crimean Tatar people included
several important components. Firstly, it was the creation of national regions, rural
municipalities and quotas. Second, it was the desire to create a Crimean Tatar
national proletariat by the indigenization in the industry.'®” Third, it was land reform,
which in practice, became the most difficult to implement.%

Efforts to organize and conduct foreign exchange activities, and quotas in the
People's Commissariat brought results. By 1926, in the village councils of total 2080
people, the Crimean Tatars constituted 806 or 39.9%. Among 143 chairmen of
village councils, 54 or 40% were the Crimean Tatars. As a part of the members of
district executive committees, the Crimean Tatars accounted for 20%. Among 75
people elected to the Central Election Commission of the Crimean Autonomous

Republic 30 or about 40% were the Crimean Tatars. The completion of the party
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organizationwas significantly slower. On January 1, 1925, in the RCP(B), 236
Communists were the Crimean Tatars, or 4.6% of the total number of party
organization. By October 1, the number had risen to 440 people and made 7.1% of

the party organization.!%

An important area of the national policy was the creation of the Crimean Tatar
village councils. Village Council is a grassroots element of Soviet power and
virtually personified power in the eyes of the population. Village councils were to
serve a smaller number of villagers and formed on national criteria. Before the start
of the program, in the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, there were 51
Crimean Tatar village councils, but in December 1926, already 145 Crimean Tatar
village councils existed. It was planned to increase this number to 184. Authorities
sought to speak with peasants in the literal sense of the word in their own language,
so the work of the rural councils was carried out in the Crimean Tatar language.?®
One of the important elements of indigenization was the creation of national regions.
On December 15, 1930, a decision on the new administrative structure of the
peninsula was adopted. A number of areas became national. National Crimean Tatar

areas were Bakhchisarai, Sudak, Balaklava, Yalta and Alushta.?*!

The second most important area of indigenization was to attract the Crimean Tatars
to the work of the industrial enterprises. The political component of indigenization in
the industry was a priority. The doctrinal position was the formation of the Crimean
Tatar national proletariat. The Bolshevik ideology was focused on urban industrial
workers.2%2 But the social composition of the Crimean Tatars was peasants, whose
main interest was the agrarian reform. In a review of "Work of the Party
Organization Regarding Indigenization of the Party, Government, Professional and

Co-operative Apparatus,” it is noted that "one of the specific problems of a practical
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national policy is the involvement of the Tatars into the industry, creating a layer of

Tatar proletariat".2%

On March 1, 1929, the decision of the CEC Crimean Autonomous Republic of
indigenization in the industry noted that “the Soviet government took a decisive
course for the industry from the imposition of sources of raw materials and the
creation of cadres of the proletariat of the indigenous suburbs, as the most important
measure needed to strengthen the social base of the Soviets.” In the decree "On the
Control Figures of the National Economy of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic in 1932", it is noted that in 1929, in the industry, there were 610
employees of the Crimean Tatars; there were 1912 employees in 1930 and already
6394 in 1932. Indigenization in the industry is not confined to involvement in the

production of additional workers, and had to realize political objectives.2%42%

The third direction of the national policy in the Crimea was the agrarian reform. The
Crimean Tatars were peasants. According to the Soviet census, in December 1926, in
the Crimean Autonomous Republic, 179094 Crimean Tatars lived. Of these, 143752
were rural residents and only 35342 were the city dwellers. Therefore, the
redistribution of land affected the interests of a large part of the Crimean Tatars.
Land reform, as part of national policy, involves an intra-settlement and inter-
settlement land. The former meant that within a small radius, land use was ordered.
Inter-settlement land management implied the eviction of the Crimean Tatars from
the Southern coast in the steppe regions. However, land reform was also a specific
component. The agrarian reform involves the allocation of the land to the Crimean
Tatars, re-emigrants from abroad. In October 1925, the initiative group asked for the
establishment of the organization on the re-emigration and resettlement of the
Crimean Tatars ORK (Koch Yardymi). The charter envisaged the general objectives

as "in every possible way to help them and their descendants to settle back in the
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205 Konppariok 2011: 32.

61



Crimea as well as to support them in future; facilitate the resettlement of landless and

land-poor Tatars".20

National Education Policies in the Crimea. Basic, fundamental issue of the
Government of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic since the early
days of its existence was the preparation of the national cadres. It was carried out
through the school system; vocational, specialized secondary and higher education;
training and the retraining of national staff. By the beginning of 1930, there were 15
schools with 9-year education system, 36 schools with the 7-year system, 8
secondary schools and 16 schools of agricultural youth with instruction in the
national languages. In professional technical schools, an enrollment of total 23.6% of
Tatars, 8.6% of Ukrainians, 6.6% of Jewish, 3.2% of Greeks, 1.6% of Bulgarians,
1.2% of German and 1.2% of Armenians was recorded. Among the students of the
technical schools, Tatars were 22.9%, 20.2% constituted Jews, Ukrainians amounted
for 3.9%, 1.7% were Armenians, Greeks constituted 1.6%. In Soviet Party Schools,
Tatars accomplished 44.1%, 7% of the students were Germans, 6.3% belonged to
Ukrainians, 6.6% wereJews.?%” In the 1929-1930 academic year, the government
operated 65 courses for a period of 10 days to 1 year for national workers that
involved 5167 people. By the beginning of 1930, the process of eliminating illiteracy
in autonomy intensified. Training of the uneducated covered 13000 people; in the

rural area it was 12000 people, while the share of the Tatars was 27.3%.2%

The analysis shows that there was a quite difficult process of staffing universities
with the students, especially among the Tatar youth. In the 1931-1932 academic year,
the government operated 3 institutes (pedagogical, agricultural, medical), 1 Komvuz
and 1 post-graduate institute operated. They had an enrollment of 1265 students,
including 438 Tatars (34.6%), 174 Jewish (13.7%), 79 the Ukrainian population
(6.2%).2%° Government annually funded political education of the minorities in the
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regionon a large scale. Thus, for the 6 national libraries (4 of them were Tatar,
Jewish and Armenian) 16.9 thousand rubles was allocated in the 1929-1930 financial
year; 57 village reading rooms (51 Tatar, 2 Greek, 3 German and Jewish
respectively) received 63.4 thousand rubles; 24 clubs were granted 42.4 thousand
rubles; Eastern Museum received 6 thousand rubles; Bakhchsarai Museum got 1.1

thousand rubles.?10

At the beginning of the 1930s, 38 newspapers and magazines, including Tatar,
Jewish and German, were published. All of them were practically subsidized. In
1934, 39 titles of newspapers and magazines were published, as well as 30 kinds of
newspapers and political departments of the motor-tractor stations, 13 political
departments of state farms.?!! By 1941, inthe Crimea, there were 5 high schools
(pedagogical institutes in Simferopol and Feodosia, agricultural, medical, teacher
institutes) with a total of 2900 students, 41 colleges, 6 theaters, 25 museums, 1263
schools with a total of 191 thousand students. Besides, 450 reading rooms, 117
libraries, 641 film projectors, 28 telephone stations, 150 radio centers, 60 thousand
radio sets operated in the region.?'? Apart from language, education and culture,
religious affairs also received impetus from the Soviet government despite the
atheism of the Marxism - Leninism. The controversy of this process is discussed in

the next section.

3.3.4. Religious Affairs

On the one hand, the Bolsheviks sought to present themselves as the rescuers of
Muslims from the national-religious oppression. But on the other hand, the Bolshevik
doctrine sought to take the place of religion to minimize the role of Islam in the life
of the Crimean Tatars and educate a new generation of youth - conscious Komsomol
members. As a compromise, the Central Commission for Religious Affairs under the

210 TTamens 2005: 37.

21 Mamens 2005: 37; 3mepsisiit, b. B. (2006). U3nanue paiioHHBIX ra3eT Ha KPHIMCKOTATAPCKOM S3bIKE B
Kpbivckoit ACCP. Kyrnemypa napooos Ilpuueprnomopus, 81: 89.

212 TMamens 2005: 37.

63



Central Executive Committee of the Crimean Autonomous Republic authorized to
teach the basics of doctrine, but only to boys of 14 years and only at mosques. In
February 1926, the Central Commission for Religious Affairs asked the
representatives of the Il Congress of the Muslims to demand for some changes in the
order of the teaching doctrine. The Commission gave a positive review and decided
to leave the final decision of the Church Commission of the Crimean Regional
Committee of the CPSU(B). The regional tables on the cult under the district
executive committee sought to establish control over the clergy, to monitor the level

of religious sentiment among the population.?t?

The information report "State of the Religious Movement in Crimea" characterizes
the event in 1927. Particular attention is paid to the processes taking place in the
environment of the Crimean Tatars:

The Muslim clergy inside is divided into two orientations: regressionist

and progressivist. The first is more reactionary and anti-Soviet ... The

second is more loyal to the Soviet power and shared the education of the

youth in Soviet-style, as well as education of the village.?**

Mid-1920s were marked with the weakening of the negative impact of the state. One
reason is that under the indigenization policy Bolsheviks did not stimulate discontent
and resistance on the part of the Crimean Tatars. In 1928, in the Crimea, there were
495 mosques, 546 priests and 7 Koranic schools.?*> At the same time, in the end of
the 1920s, the anti-religious activities were carried out in various forms. It was a
lecture in some cases. However, the most firm form of the anti-religious activity was
the closure of mosques. The Bolshevik authorities tried to present the situation in a
way that members of the Muslim communities themselves abandoned the idea of

building mosques. But beneath the surface, the tax mechanism, the complexity of

213 Benornasos P. H. (2016). HopmaTHBHO-IpaBoBas 6a3a GyHKIHOHHPOBAHUS MyCYIbMaHCKHMX
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procedures for periodic re-registration was utilized by the Bolshevik authorities in
order to put the community into a dead end. One such act was the complete
elimination of the sphere of the religious education of the Muslims. So, on July 20,
1928 CEC issued a circular "On the Abolition of the Rights of Teaching Muslim
Faith in the Mosques". This document assumed that the instruction, regulated the
organization of denominational schools,was cancelled; the permissionto conduct
classes was cancelled.?!® No less important kind of anti-religious activities, aimed to
reduce the role and importance of Islam in the lives of the Crimean Tatars, became
the ideological work. This type of work was carried out by clubs and reading

rooms.2t’

In the academic and intellectual discourse on the Crimean Tatars, particular attention
is paid to the deportation. While it is discussed in the upcoming section, it is also

crucial to examine the interethnic relations in the Crimea before 1944.

3.3.5. Interethnic relations in the Crimea before the WWII.

In opinion of the Crimean scholar Pashenya, the starting point of solving the problem
of nation-building in the 1930s was the adoption of the first five-year plan of
indigenization of the state apparatus in the Crimea on 25 July, 1929. It was to be
inseparable part of the 1st Five-Year Economic Development Plan of the Crimean
Autonomous Republic, and solved the problem of the nation-state and social-
economic development of the region. It designed the reduction, but in practice it has
led to an increase of the apparatus by 9%. It envisaged the reduction of the Russian
officials by 11.95%, Ukrainians by 1.7%, while the growth of the Tatar

representatives in the apparatus - by 10.5%, of Germans - by 1.6%.2%8

The study showed that the issue of tatarization was taken under the tight control,
with clearly defined certain positions, which could be held only by the national

216 Benornazos 2016: 31.
27 Kounpariok 2012: 143.
218 MMamenst 2004a: 88.

65



minorities, primarily Tatars. In the Crimean CPC, the number of posts, which were
held by the Russians reduced from 10, in 1931, to 5, in 1932, i.e., twice, and the
number of persons of Tatar nationality in the same period increased from 5 to 12,
despite the fact that on 1 January, 1930, Russians accounted for 41.9% of the
population, and the Tatars 25.3%.2%°

Analysis of the documents shows that, in parallel with the course of the development
of national minorities in the nation-state and cultural spheres there was a process
folding it, primarily in the economic sphere. On 15 September, 1931, Presidium of
the Central Executive Committee of the Crimean ASSR adopted a resolution "On the
Procedure of Liquidation of the Natsmenobschestv (communities of national
minorities) of the Crimea." It provided the elimination of the private national local
industry and transferring it to the Industrial Cooperation program. The study showed
that if the first five-year plan of the socio-economic development was fulfilled ahead
of schedule, the implementation of the five-year plan for autonomy fell through
indigenization. It could be explained by both objective and subjective reasons,
including a lack of the trained national cadres, social and economic problems of the
most of the national minorities, inhibition of the old cadres, and others. In these
circumstances, the leadership introduced new steps to promote solutions of the
administrative problems. 2 Resolution of 1932 organized the Department on
National minorities. It acted to involve national minorities into the industry and trade
cooperation, to create independent cooperatives, to involve gypsies into the
agriculture, to involve national minorities in the unit for national development, to

organize and strengthen economically the national collective farms and others.??

An important point in the life of the Crimean Tatars was the transition from the
Arabic alphabet to Latin. The complexity of solving the problem was as it follows:
38.8% of the adult population was trained earlier in the Arabic alphabet. Number of

teachers among Tatars, Karaims and Krymchaks was only 700. There were only 40
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typewriters in the Crimean Tatar language, of them new - 4. Not completing a reform
of the Tatar language, the Soviet government went to its second phase. Resolution of
the People's Commissariat of Education of the RSFSR of 22 June, 1938, announced
the transition from Latin to Cyrillic. It changes not only the alphabet but people's
worldview. Once again, the problems of retraining teachers, publication of new
textbooks arose. Earlier, on June 20, 1938, the Bureau of the Crimean Regional
Committee of the CPSU(B) decided to use Cyrillic in the Crimean Tatar language.
Furthermore, on June 4, 1937, IX Extraordinary Congress of Soviets of the CASSR
adopted the second constitution. Article 90 enshrined equality of citizens regardless
of their nationality or race in all spheres of economic, cultural and political life. The
Constitution changed the structure of the supreme bodies of state authority and

management in the autonomy.??2

Thus, article 19 declared the supreme legislative authority, public authorities -
Supreme Council. Article 38 asserted the supreme executive and administrative
organ of the state power in the Crimean ASSR Council of People’'s Commissars
(CPC). Changes appeared not only in the structure of the supreme bodies, but also in
its policies, including the national question. Upon recommendation of the CEC,
Presidium of the Supreme Council of the Crimean ASSR adopted a top secret
decision in 1938 to liquidate nineteen national village councils, and reorganize 11
national village councils into regular, as well as to eliminate 13 created and small

rural councils.?®

In opinion of the Crimean scholar, Professor Oleg Romanko, 'loyalty crisis' of the
Crimean Tatar population in autumn 1941 that resulted in collaboration with the
Germans had objective reasons. Firstly, according to the researcher, this crisis was
associated with the peculiarities of the socio-political development of the pre-war
Soviet Union. Thus, for instance, the policy of indigenization was implemented in

the Crimea through the administrative methods. Moreover, the sheer superficiality of
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some of its measures did not promote smoothing inter-ethnic relations on the
peninsula, more than ever exacerbated during the Civil War, but rather only led to

escalation.??*

In 1928, the indigenization and tatarization policies came to an end. In political life,
it was marked by the trial of the chairman of the Central Executive Committee of the
Crimean Autonomous Republic V. Ibrahimov and the actual removal of the Crimean
Tatars from the Office of the Republic. In the social and cultural sphere, it was
marked by the reprisals against the "Tatar bourgeois nationalists'. All this, naturally,
could not but cause irritation in the Tatar intelligentsia and the Tatar officials. The
subsequent collectivization only reinforced these sentiments, in the broader layers of
the Crimean Tatar population. 2> Moreover, the first decade of the Soviet power, the
Bolsheviks in the Crimea were quite easy on the Muslim religion. Of course,
atheistic propaganda, with all its attendant moments, was conducted continuously.
Still, this relationship was not such as to Orthodoxy, put, in fact, illegal. With the
curtailment policy of indigenization, the peaceful coexistence of Islam and the Soviet
regime ended: atheist propaganda became more aggressive, selected places of

worship were destroyed, and the priests were arrested.

Soviet scholar Semiryaga considers that collaboration of the Soviet citizens was born
from not so much sympathy for fascist ideology and Hitler's Germany, as those of
socio-economic and national conditions in the Soviet Union, which was created by
Stalin's regime. It is not excluded, of course, ambitions and careerist motives, as well
as psychological reasons: fear of the fierce cruelty of the Nazis, the desire to protect
and save their families, survive unthinkable harsh conditions of occupation. He
believes that this is precisely the specificity of collaboration in the Soviet Union, in
contrast to its appearance in other European countries, where the proportion of the
population supported the Nazi slogans on their ‘racial howling proximity' (Denmark,

224 Pomanbko, O. (2015). KpeiM B epHoj1 HeMeNKoH OKKymarumu. HanmoHansHEe OTHOIIEHHS,
KOJUTAbOPAIMOHU3M U napTu3anckoe asmkenne. 1941-1944. Litres: 19.
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Norway), of the 'new Europe' and some other.??® In his turn, Russian expert on
collaboration during the WWI and WWII, professor of the Kazan' University
Giliazov, with the reference to Mihlen, argues that there was a nationalist factor.
Such a liberation nationalism was not only a product of the Leninist-Stalinist national
policy, but also the previous policy of ‘russification' that goes back to the period of

the Christianization of the Russian Empire.??’

The World War 11 brought numerous changes to the Crimea including famine,
deportation of many ethnic groups, and deprivation of the autonomous status. These
shaped the region ethnic composition and the oblast' status till the end of the Soviet
Union in 1991.

3.4. Developments in the Region during the World War 11, 1941- 1945

The World War 1l appeared to be a serious litmus paper of the Soviet regime.
Despite the support of the national education and culture, the Bolsheviks decided to

prevent possible collaboration of the Crimeans with the Germans.

3.4.1. Ethnic Cleanings as a Preventive Measure

The most significant changes in the region occurred in the 1940s. The Great Patriotic
War of 1941-1945 revealed the problems of the inter-ethnic relations that have been
accumulated. The result was a massive collaboration of some ethnic groups with the

Nazi.

During the war, Soviet authorities decided to take the work of the Crimean
Tatarsmore seriously; this resulted in the Decision of the Crimean regional
committee of 18 November, 1942 "On the Errors Made in Assessing the Behavior of

the Crimean Tatars in Relation to the Partisans, on Measures to Eliminate These
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Errors and More Political Work among the Tatar Population.” Its main thesis was
that the majority of the Crimean Tatars remained the 'Soviet patriots', only
corresponding feelings should have been awakened. Collaborators were offered the
possibility of the redemption of their guilt. Such position, although it was overly
optimistic assessment of the situation, was strategically correct, as was the only
option that allowed building relations with the Crimean Tatars from scratch. And this
strategy gave the results in the second half of 1943. Nevertheless, the majority of the
Crimean Tatars' military forces continued to fight against the Soviet troops and

partisans until the end of the war.??

In May 1944, the deportation of the Crimean Tatars began. They were followed by
the Crimean Greeks, Armenians and the Crimean Bulgarians that were forcibly
removed from the peninsula (in 1941 and 1942 Germans and lItalians left the
Crimea). On June 30, 1945, by the Decree of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme
Council, the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was canceled and
converted into the Crimean Oblast'.??® The document officially explained the reasons
for this decision: the lack of counteraction of the representatives of individual nations
to the Nazi occupation forces and their supporters. Three years later, Sevastopol was
removed from the field and was granted the status of the city of the particular

subordination - in connection with the special strategic importance of the fleet.
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3.4.2. 1944 Stalin's Deportation Decree and the Change of the Status of the Crimea
in 1945

On the eve of the World War Il, on the territory of the Crimean Autonomous
Republic 1126529 people lived. National composition of the population is presented
in the table

Table 1. National composition of the Crimean population according to 1939 census*

Ethnic affiliation | Number of citizens (1939 census) | % of the whole
population

Russians 558481 49.5
Crimean Tatars 218879 19.4
Ukrainians 154123 13.7

Jews 65452 5.8
Germans 51299 4.6

Greeks 20652 1.8
Bulgarians 15344 14
Armenians 12923 11

Others 29276 2.7

In accordance with the 1935 zoning, area dominated by certain ethnic groups was
transferred into separate administrative units. For example, in Alushta, Balaklava,
Bakhchisarai, Karasubazarsk, Kuibyshev, Sudak, Yalta districts, most of the
population were the Crimean Tatars. In Biyuk-Onlar and Telman - Germans
prevailed; in Larindorf and Fraydorf districts mostly Jews were residing. The

structure of 25 districts included 441 local government units (village council),
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including 177 Tatar, 130 Russian, 40 German, 32 Jewish and 72 Greek, Armenian,

Bulgarian and others.?%

Soon after the war began, on August 14, 1941, a directive of the Supreme Command,
in which troops formed in the Crimea 51th Army was ordered to "clean the peninsula
up from the locals, Germans and other anti-Soviet elements immediately” was
issued. In fact, an entire ethnic group was to be deported on the basis of the threat of
possible cooperation with the Soviet Germans occupiers. Operation to evict the
Germans from the Crimea began on August 18, 1941, and was completed in three
weeks. To the North Caucasus and the Stavropol region more than 61 thousand were
removed, including 50.2 thousand Germans and other nationalities of members of
their families. %2 In late autumn, the Crimean Germans were transported to
Kazakhstan, Novosibirsk, Omsk, Altai region and some other regions of the Urals
and Siberia. In April 1944, during the liberation of the Crimea, 2230 citizens of
German nationality, and more than 1.5 thousand of Austrians, Romanians,
Hungarians, Italians were additionally identified and sent to the Omsk region.
Simultaneously, preparations were made for the upcoming expulsion of the Crimean
Tatars and Armenians, Bulgarians and Greeks. In an order dated April 13, 1944,
signed by Beria, the task was as soon as possible "to clean the territory of the Crimea
from the agents of the German and Romanian intelligence services, traitors and
betrayers, active supporters and surrogates fascist invaders, members of anti-Soviet

organizations, gangs and other anti-Soviet elements."?%

NKVD (National Commissariat on Internal Affairs) received direct instructions to
find confirmation of mass betrayal among the Crimean Tatars. A month later, Beria
informed Stalin that,during the war,thousands of the Crimean Tatars went to work
for the Germans and fought against the Red Army. In this regard, the People's
Commissar of the NKVD took a decision on eviction of the Crimean Tatars from the
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Crimea. On May 11, 1944, Stalin signed the relevant decree of the State Committee
of Defense. More than 20 thousand internal troops and 5 thousand NKVD soldiers
stood out for the campaign. Government created a special commission for the
organization of the reception and registration of houses, property and livestock left

by migrants.?3

The deportation of the Crimean Tatars began on 18 May, which has become a
national day of mourning, and ended the evening on May, 20. 60 hours required for
its implementation. From the Crimea, 71 echelons exported 187859 people. In
addition, about five thousand Crimean Tatars were directed at the disposal of the
trust Moskovugol to work in the mines and peat development. About 70% of
immigrants were sent to special settlements in the Uzbek SSR, and the rest of them
were sent to Mari ASSR, Gorky, Sverdlovsk, and Kostroma Oblast' of the RSFSR.
The bulk of the deportees were old men, women and children. Edge had issued a
special order of dismissal of the Crimean Tatars from the army. They also were sent
to the special settlements. Taking into account the total number of the ex-servicemen,

the number of the deported Crimean Tatars exceeded 200 thousand.?®

The fate of the Crimean Tatars soon was shared by the Armenians, Bulgarians and
Greeks. Their eviction from the Crimea began on June 24, 1944, 11296 Armenians,
12420 Bulgarians and 14368 Greeks underwent deportation to Kazakhstan, the Ural
Mountains and Siberia. Along with them, living in the Crimea Kurds, Roma, Turks
were sent to the special settlements. During the war, in the Crimea more than 300
thousand residents were deported. Deportation was the reason for the elimination of
the Crimean Autonomous Republic, transforming it into one of the regions of the

RSFSR and the renaming of most settlements and administrative units.?*

In summer 1944, at the time of arrival to the destination region, 228392 people were
considered as deported from the Crimea. Employable special settlers immediately
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started working on the next enterprises, collective and state farms. Living and
working conditions in the field expulsion were extremely heavy. Due to the constant
malnutrition, disease, unusual climate, in 1944 - 1948, 44887 people died. In the
special settlements, a special regime was introduced, which destroyed the traditional
way of life, culture, limited intra contacts, freedom of movement, and so on. In 1948,
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet adopted a decree, which established that
the deportees are placed on special settlement forever. Escape from the place of
dispatch had to be punished by 20 years of hard labor. By January 1953, in the areas
of expulsion, there were 204698 deportees from the Crimea (without the Germans),
including 165259 Crimean Tatars, 14760 Greeks, 12464 Bulgarians and 8570
Armenians. Most of them (133731 people) were living in Uzbekistan. In addition,
56821 deportees were resettled in the RSFSR, 7188 in Tajikistan and 6560 people in
Kazakhstan.?%’

Proposals to mitigate the regime of the special settlers began to arrive after the death
of Stalin. According to the Council of Ministers of the USSR, in 1954, children
under 16 years and young students were removed from the account in special
settlements. In 1955, members of the CPSU, war veterans and the disabled were
added to this group. Finally, special settlers from the Crimea were freed from
administrative oversight in spring 1956, but since they have not removed the charges
of treason and the ban on the return to the Crimea was not removed. For many years
Soviet leadership under various pretexts obstructed every effort to their return home,
although for most deportees of other nationalities such bans were lifted soon after the
Twentieth Party Congress in 1956.2%

After the deportation of the Crimean Tatars from the Crimean peninsula, in 1945, the
autonomous status was abolished and the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic became the oblast'. Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, on 30

June, 1945, created the region. On June 25, 1946, the corresponding amendment was
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made in the Article 14 of the Constitution of the RSFSR of 1937.%° Issued on
October 29, 1948, the Decree of the Presidium transformed Sevastopol into a
separate administrative and economic center (city of republican subordination).?4

However, the administrative changes continued in the 1950s.

3.5. 1954 changes, their implications and consequences

On February 19, 1954, a decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR
"On the transfer of the Crimean region of the RSFSR in the USSR™ was issued. It
stated that

given the generality of the economy, the proximity and close economic
and cultural ties between the Crimean region and the Ukrainian SSR, the
Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet resolves: Approve the joint
submission of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet and the Presidium of
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR on the transfer of Crimean region of the
Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic.?*

In 1954, on the initiative of the First Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee
Nikita Khrushchev, who until 1949 was the head by the Communist Party in
Ukraine, the Crimean region was transferred from the RSFSR to the Ukrainian SSR.
Subsequently dedicated to the 300th anniversary of the Pereyaslav Rada, the

document was explained by the economic expediency.
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Some researchers note that the transfer took place with a number of serious
violations of the law of the USSR, the Russian Federation and Ukraine.?*? Author of
the book Crimea: Law and Politics Victor Vishnyakov, on the basis of the thorough
examination of the All-Union and republican legislation, stresses that the bodies
which took key decisions in this matter, - the Presidium of the RSFSR Supreme
Soviet and the USSR - had no such authority. In addition, changes of the boundaries
of the union republics required the holding of referenda in both Soviet republics.
Vishnyakov also notes that the ‘appropriateness' - especially when it came to the
interests of the Russian Federation - also did not have to say - in connection with the
finding in the region of defense complexes, cultural values, infrastructure, which had
strong ties with RSFSR.?#3

As Kremnev admits, it is recognized that the transfer of the Crimea was implemented
in contravention of the Union - republican legislation of the USSR and legally
indisputable right to the Crimea Ukraine acquired with the entry into force of the
Russian - Ukrainian agreement of 1997.24 Furthermore, Fedorov, in his study of the
historic aspects of the legal status of the Crimea, insists on illegality of the act of
transfer of the Crimea to the Ukrainian SSR. Researcher stresses there is a question
of compliance with the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR
of February 5, 1954, to the decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Council the
Soviet Union from 19 February, 1954, "On the transfer of the Crimean region of the
RSFSR to the USSR" of the then USSR Constitution of 1936 Constitution of the
RSFSR and USSR. The transfer of the Crimean region was made on the joint
recommendation of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR and the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, approved by the Bureau of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, on February 19, 1954. It was preceded by its approved

242 CocroBckuit 2014: 50.
243 CocroBckuit 2014: 50.

244 Kpemmues, I1. I1. (2004). K uctopuu Bonpoca o TocyIapcTBeHHOI npuHaaiesxnocty Kpeima. Mockosckuil
arcypHan medxcoyHapoorozo npasa, (4): 203 quoted in Ycauesa, O. C. (2008). K Bompocy 0 rocyaapcTBeHHOI
npuHauiesxkHocTH KpbiMa. Yuenste 3anucku Oproseckoeo eocyoapcmeennozo ynugepcumema. Cepus:
T'ymanumapnvie u coyuansuuvie nayxu, (1): 259.
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Resolution of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR and USSR,
regarding transfer of the Crimea to the Ukrainian SSR. At the same time, the
Constitution of the RSFSR of 1937 does not mention the power of the Presidium to
decide questions of territorial integrity of the Russian Federation. Moreover, Article
16 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation contains a provision stating that the
territory of the Russian Federation cannot be changed without the consent of the
RSFSR.2%

It is also important to mention the Canadian political scientist and historian of the
Ukrainian origin Orest Subtelny. In his work on the history of Ukraine, he makes a

point of view:

...However, the Crimean 'gift' was not at all an act of goodwill. First,
since the peninsula was a historic homeland of the Crimean Tatars, the
Russian had no moral right to give it, and Ukrainians - to accept it.
Second, Crimea, was strongly attracted not to Russia but to Ukraine due
to the territorial proximity and economic dependence on it... 246

At the same time, Russian scholar Usacheva argues that the dissolution of the Soviet
Union made put the end to the power of the legislation adopted by the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR.?4

Brovka, the researcher from the Belarus State University, claims that the decision on
the transfer of the Crimea to Ukraine was not a manifestation of 'voluntarism' of
Khrushchev. According to him, there were serious economic and political reasons for
the corresponding transformations. At the time, the Soviet Union embarked on a
decentralization of economic management, the policy of rejection of excessive
centralization, to empower the Union republics. Management of the national
economy of the Crimean peninsula directly from Moscow became increasingly
difficult, impacted geographic isolation of the Crimean region of the RSFSR.

Decision on the transfer of the Crimea to Ukraine was adopted at a meeting of the

245 Memopos, A. B. (1999). Ilpasosoii cmamyc Kpwima. Ipasoeoti cmamyc Cesacmonons. Mocksa: U3n-Bo
MI'VY: 10, quoted in Ycauesa 2008: 259.

246 Cy6renshbiit, 0. (1994). Vrpauna: ucmopus. Kues: JIubion: 624.
247 Y cagena 2008: 260.
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Presidium of the CPSU Central Committee, and according to the Constitution of the
USSR and the Soviet Union republics, which was assigned the leading role of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, this body de facto occupied a dominant
position in the USSR.?*® In 1966, the Constitution of the USSR has been recorded on
Sevastopol as a city of republican subordination - unilaterally.?*

3.6. Conclusion.

As it can be seen from the historical analysis of the region, the Crimea experienced
the presence of the different ethnic groups and political powers on its territory. The
geographic position as well as the ethnic composition and past developments can at
least partially help to explain the contemporary events in the Crimea. Needless to say
that the independent status (although de-juro) can be treated as an experience of the
statehood. The autonomous status and the formation of the main state organs also
contributed to the formation of the political forces that stood for the independence of
the Crimea. The period of the Crimean Khanate should be treated as particularly
important insofar as the Crimean Tatars managed to establish their power in the
region, create a state that sustained for a long period of time. Besides, the
proclamation of the republic by Kurultay in 1918 was also a step in the development
of the Crimean Tatar history. This gave the contemporary Tatar community the
precedent to demand securing their rights from the government. The Russian
presence in the Crimea since 1783 determined the change in the ethnic structure of
the population, as it was shown in the beginning of this chapter. The majority of
Russians determined the political landscape and the voting mode later. Besides, the
foundation of Sevastopol and the establishment of the Black Sea fleet base in there

was one of the reasons of Russia's attachment to the Crimea.

248 Bpogka, 0. T1. (2014). Mesicoynapoono-npasossie u KOHCMUMYYUOHHO-NPABOEbLE OCHOBAHUS NEPeOayll 6
1954 2. Kpvivckou obaacmu uz PCOCP ¢ Vikpaunckyro CCP (Doctoral dissertation, V3a. nentp BI'Y): 99 - 100.
Retrieved from http://elib.bsu.by/bitstream/123456789/107707/1/brovka2_BMW_2014.pdf

249 CocnoBckmii 2014: 50 - 56.
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Particular attention was paid to the Soviet period, insofar as it molded the region in
the way it continued its existence till 1991. The deportation of the Crimean Tatars
and other ethnic groups determined their underrepresentation in the independent
Ukraine. The autonomous status, the Crimea proclaimed in 1992, was done with the
reference to the early XX century documents, while its location within Ukraine was
possible due to the Krushchev's decision. Consequently, the author finds it necessary
to proceed with the discussion of the political, economic, and social dynamics in the
post-1991 Crimea. As it is argued in this thesis, these processes are responsible for

the outcome of the Ukrainian crisis.
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CHAPTER 4

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CRIMEA IN 1991 - 2014

4.1. Introduction

The period after the dissolution of the USSR is crucial for understanding the events
of March 2016. The lack of the centralized power led to the strengthening of the pro-
Russian political forces. The referendum was used and the Crimea became a republic
with its own president. The author starts with the analysis of the events if the early
1990s. The proclamation of the autonomous status, later, the introduction of the
presidency institution were conducted in line with the pro-Russian speeches. The
position of the Ukrainian president Kuchma and the Ukrainian Constitution of 1996
defined the borders of the Crimean autonomy and the relations between the region
and Kyiv. The chapter also touches upon the political, economic issues and focuses
on the ethnic structure and inter-ethnic relations. From the neoclassical realist
viewpoint, the discussion of the domestic political actors and elites, the economy and
resource mobilization, the nationalism and ideology are keys for the understanding
the events of 2014 in the Crimea.

4.2. Development of the Governmental System of the Crimea after 1991

Before Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma forced Verkhovna Rada to adopt the
Constitution, the Crimean Supreme Council proclaimed the autonomous status of the
Crimea, and even managed to establish the post of the president of the Crimea. The

pro-Russian sentiments were not the least in the early 1990s.
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4.2.1. Autonomous Status and the Institution of Presidency in the Crimea

The institutional weakness of Ukraine and the dominance of the president in
decision-making process created the conditions in which the Crimea's powers were
limited. Despite the autonomous status, the Crimea was deprived of the right of the
legislation, administrating its budget as well as the wide ownership rights. However,
this was preceded by the conflict between the main governmental bodies of the

region.

The first referendum in the Crimea was held on January 20, 1991. The decision to
hold it was adopted on 12 November, 1990, during the extraordinary session of the
Crimean regional Council of People's Deputies. The question was put: "Are you for
the reconstruction of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic as a subject
of the USSR and a member of the Union Treaty?" 1777841 Crimeans had the right to
vote, 81% of them took part. 93.26% of the votes were positive. The vote was
boycotted by most of the Crimean Tatars.?° On February 12, 1991, following the
referendum, the law "On the Restoration of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic" within the Ukrainian SSR was adopted.?>! According to Article 2
of the law, the Crimean Oblast' Council of People's Deputies temporarily was
recognized a supreme organ of the state power on the territory of the region. After
Ukraine declared its independence, on September 4, 1991, the Supreme Soviet of the
Crimea issued a Declaration of State Sovereignty, later the name Autonomous

Republic of Crimea and its anthem were adopted.?2

"Declaration of the State Sovereignty of Crimea" proclaimed the principle of the rule
of law in the Republic of Crimea. At the same time, representatives of the Crimean

moderate policy did not exclude the probability of holding a referendum in case if

250 Mcropus pepepenaymos B Kpeimy. Jocke. (2014, 13 mapra). TASS. Retrieved from
http://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1043447

251 Law of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialistic Republic "On the Restoration of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet
Socialistic Republic”, 1991. (Ukrainian SSR) Retrieved from http://www.ndkt.org/zakon-pro-vosstanovlenie-
krymskoy-avtonomnoy-sovetskoy-sotsialisticheskoy-respubliki.html

252 Declaration of the State Sovereignty of Crimea, Supreme Council of Crimea, 1991. (Republic of Crimea).
Retrieved from http://zakon1.rada.gov.ua/krym/show/rb001d002-
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Ukraine fails to establish good relations with Russia and other CIS countries.
According to the survey, in 1991, 69% of the population of the Crimea supported
joining Russia and 41% positively evaluated the idea of independence.?® 8% of
respondents voted for the preservation of the status of the republic within Ukraine.
During the national referendum on independence of Ukraine, in a number of areas of
the peninsula turnout was below 50%, people tend to emphasize their indifference to

Ukrainian affairs.

The delimitation of powers between center and the regions was provided by the Law
of Ukraine "On the Delineation of Powers between Ukraine and the Republic of
Crimea". However, on 29 April, 1992, the Supreme Council of Ukraine adopted the
Law of Ukraine "On the Status of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea", which
ignored all the reached agreements, and empowered the Crimean authorities with the
region state administration powers only.?* As a response, on May 5, 1992, the
Supreme Council of Crimea adopted the Act on the Proclamation of the State
Independence, > and, on May 6, - Constitution of the Republic of Crimea.
According to Article 1 of the Constitution, the Republic of the Crimea is the legal,
democratic, secular state within Ukraine.?® The Constitution enshrined democratic
government based on the will of the people of the Crimea, through the election. The
principle of power of the people as a fundamental principle of the state system had
determined all other principles of organization and operation of public authorities:
the division of powers into the legislative, executive, and judicial (Article 102);
legality and responsibility; supremacy of the Constitution and laws of the Republic,
and others set forth in the adopted Constitution (electoral system, the formation of

the government, and others). On the basis of what was said above, one can conclude

253 Tokapes, A. A. (2015). DnekropanbHas ucTopus nocrcoerckoro Kpeiva: ot YCCP 1o Poccun. Becmuux
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cratyc ABroHomHOM Pecrrybmuku Kpemv (Ykpanna). Becmnux CesHTY, Cepus "[lonumonoeus™, 50: 182.

255 Act of the Declaration of the State Independence of the Republic of Crimea, 1992. (Republic of Crimea).
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that with the adoption of the Constitution of May 6, 1992, the Crimea regained its

statehood. %’

However, Kyiv never abandoned its desire to control the region. Thus, in December
1992, the position of the Representative of President of Ukraine in the Republic of
Crimea was introduced. This body of the central executive authorities was designed
in order to protect the interests of the center in the Republic to ensure the
enforcement of the Constitution and laws of Ukraine, President of Ukraine to submit
to the Supreme Council and the Government of the Crimea. The Supreme Council of
the Crimea took this move negatively, but could not prevent it.?>® At the same time,
contradictions between the ARC and Ukraine aggravated. Nevertheless, in June
1993, on the basis of the proposals of the Supreme Council of the Crimea, the Law of
Ukraine "On the Delineation of Powers Between the State Authorities of Ukraine and
the Republic of Crimea" President of Ukraine issued a decree "On the Mode of an
Open Economy in the Republic of Crimea" that stimulated, in its turn, the adoption
of the package of economic laws by the Supreme Council of the Crimea.?® The law
"On the Delineation of Powers Between the State Authorities of Ukraine and the
Republic of Crimea" provided a wide range of powers in the sphere of state
administration, economic sphere, as well as in others. Under the Law, the Crimea
received the highest legislative and executive authorities, the authority to establish
and form the judiciary as a whole, provided the ownership of the Republic of Crimea
on its land and natural resources. According to the Law, laws adopted within the

framework of the mentioned legislation operated on the territory of the Republic.2°

Later, it became clear that Ukraine would strengthen and other levers of influence in

the Crimea.. On May 18,1994, President of Ukraine issued a decree that reorganized

351 Manapeika 2003: 182.
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the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Crimea into the General Directorate of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine in the Crimea. It was confirmed by the
decision of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on June 28, 1994, and output the police
from the jurisdiction of the Government of the Crimea and subjected them to the
General Directorate of Internal Affairs. The Supreme Council of the Crimea was
actively expressing their protests by recognizing these laws null and void, and
declaring them as undermining the statehood of the Crimea. But the Ukrainian
authorities were firm in their decision. Subsequently, two more institutions were
established - General Directorate of Justice of the Ministry of Justice and the General
Directorate of the Security Services of Ukraine in Crimea. Chiefs of these
Directorates were appointed in Kiev without the consent of the Chairman of the
Supreme Council of Crimea. The financial interests of Ukraine in the Crimea began
to be represented by the State Tax Administration, and then by the Office of the State
Treasury.?! Later, the institution of presidency was established and the first and the

only Crimean president was elected.

4.2.2. Institution of Presidency in the Crimea

Important to note that the given law did not regulate the issues of relations between
Kyiv and the Crimea. In 1993, the Crimean Supreme Soviet adopted the Law "On
Elections of the Supreme Council” and "On the Election of the President of the
Republic of Crimea",?%? adding later the provisions about the elections according to
the single-member constituencies. In January 1994, the first President of the
Republic of Crimea Yuriy Meshkov was elected. Having won the elections with the
program of the restoration of the unity with Russia as the desired goal of the majority
of the population - Russian, Yuriy Meshkov subsequently did not implement any
point of his program. With the election of the President, contradictions between

Ukraine and Crimea aggravated. Besides, conflict between the President and the

261 ["a6puensu 2000: 20.
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Supreme Council of Crimea became escalating.?®® In May 1994, the Supreme
Council of Crimea takes the decision to restore the Constitution of the Republic, as
amended on May 6, 1992. From that moment, prolonged conflict between the
Republic and the center on the one hand, the President of Crimea and the Supreme
Council, on the other hand, started. The result of this confrontation was the adoption
of the Decree of the President of Crimea in September 1994 titled "About the Bodies
of Public Administration in the Republic of the Crimea during the Preparation and
Conduct of the Referendum on the Draft of the Constitution of the Republic of
Crimea", which actually suspended the activities of the Supreme Council of Crimea
and local authorities. This factor had a negative impact, as promoted degradation of
the system of public administration in the Republic, and discredited the very idea of

autonomy.?%

In March 1995, the Supreme Council of Ukraine, after consideration of the political
and legal situation in the Republic, abolished the Constitution of the Crimea, and the
majority of its legal acts as contradictory to the Ukrainian legislation, and adopted
the Law "On the Autonomous Republic of Crimea"?% by repealing the law "On the
Delineation of Powers Between the Organs of the State Power of Ukraine and the
Republic of Crimea". Supreme Council of the ARC demanded preparation of the
new constitution, which was adopted in November 1995. It was based on the concept
of the sovereign state of the Crimea as part of Ukraine, which was the cause of new
exacerbations in relations of the center and the region.?®® The tensions between
Simferopol and Kyiv as well as between brunches of the Crimean power were solved

by Leonid Kuchma and the first Constitution of Ukraine, adopted in June 1996.
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4.2.3. 1996 Constitution of Ukraine. Provisions on the Status of the Crimea

The 1996 Constitution of Ukraine continued the restriction of powers of the ARC.
The decree of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of December 10, 1997, declared the
need to submit the ARC Constitution for approval to Verkhovna Rada. As a result,
legislative and budget powers, as well the ownership right of the ARC, granted in
accordance with the Law "On the Delineation of Powers..." were lost.?®’ It should
also be noted that 131 of the 136 articles of the Constitution of the ARC appeared to
be contradicting to the Constitution of Ukraine. In October 1998, the Supreme
Council of Crimea adopted the third, since 1992, Constitution of the ARC. Crimea
was specified as a composite integral part of Ukraine.?®® Ukrainian, Russian and the
Crimean Tatar language were declared the official languages of the ARC.?%° Only 2
years after the adoption of the Ukrainian Constitution, the Autonomous Republic of

Crimea issued its main document.

4.2.4. 1998 Constitution of Crimea

On October 21, 1998, the second Constitution of the Crimean Republic was adopted.
This constitution changed the status of the Crimean government. According to
Article 1, Crimea is an integral part of Ukraine. The Verkhovna Rada of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea is the representative body; it realizes
representative, normative, control functions and powers within the limits of its
competence. The Council of Ministers is the executive body; it implements executive
functions and powers within the limits of its competence. In accordance with the
Articles 10, 11, 12 of the Constitution 1998, use and protection of Russian, Crimean

Tatar, and languages of other nationalities are provided along with the state

267 Tapuesa, JI. T1., & Huxudoposa H. (2012). Ocobennoctn nmpasoBoro cratyca Pecrry6muku Kpeim kak
TeppuTopHanbHOit aBronomun. Ekonomika Kryma, 2(39): 271.

268 Constitution of the Autonomous Republic Crimea. 1998, Art. 1. Retrieved from
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269 Constitution of Crimea. 1998. Ch. 3.
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language. 2”° In the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Russian language, as the
language of the majority of people and as acceptable language to the interethnic

communication, is to be used in all spheres of public life?’.

4.2 5. Issue of Referendum

The 1998 Constitution of the ARC grants greater powers in all spheres of political,
social and cultural life in comparison with the other regions of Ukraine. This has
affected the legal status of the local representative bodies. Thus, if the regional
councils of Ukraine do not have their executive bodies and delegate own powers to
fulfill to their regional administrations, the ARC has its own executive body - the
Council of Ministers, which "independently carries out executive functions and
powers on matters within the jurisdiction of the ARC ... ". However, there is no clear
division of powers between the center and the Crimea, therefore the contradictions
regularly arose that prevented the development of their relationship. Formed by the
Verkhovna Rada of the ARC, Council of Ministers "also served as the state executive
functions and powers delegated by the laws of Ukraine in accordance with the
Constitution of Ukraine." To fulfill these state functions and powers the Crimean

autonomy received financial and material resources as well as the state property.2’2

It is noteworthy that when the Crimean crisis arouse, the Ukrainian legislation lacked
legal provisions concerning the referendum on the status of the territory of Ukraine.
According to the Constitution of Ukraine, issues concerning the territory of the
country are resolved exclusively by the national referendum (Article 73). Given the
unitary state system, all issues related to the organization and procedure of the
elections and referenda are determined solely by the laws of Ukraine. Moreover,
according to Ukrainian legislation, the issues of the dissolution of the parliament of
the ARC, as well as the compliance of the documents adopted by the Crimean

270 Constitution of Crimea. 1998. Art.10, 11, 12.
271 Language issue will be analyzed in detail in the fourth chapter of this thesis.
272 Constitution of Crimea. 1998. Art. 35, 36, 37, 38.
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Parliament with the Constitution of Ukraine is related to the exclusive authority of
the Constitutional Court of Ukraine. 2”® According to these provisions, the

referendum conducted by the ARC on 16 March, 2014, was illegal.

However, according to the Article 18 of the 1998 Constitution of Crimea, it has the
right to appoint and conduct the referendum on the issues, related to the ARC. The
referendum is to be appointed by the Verkhovna Rada of the ARC.?™* It is
noteworthy that, after the 2010 elections to the Crimean parliament, the pro-Russian
Party of Regions which stood for the status of the Russian language as an official in
Ukraine and closer relations with the Customs Union and the CIS, got 80 sits in the
parliament out of 100, and received the control over the agenda. This made it
possible to appoint the referendum and declare the independence using the political
crisis in Ukraine and change of the central government. Given the 70% of the
Crimean population is Russian; the question on the unification with Russia was

supported univocally.

To conclude, the lack of the legal provisions in Ukrainian legislation as to the
conduct of the referenda, as well as the lack of the delineation of powers between
Kyiv and the ARC made it possible for the Crimean parliament to appoint the
referendum on its status. The ethnic composition of the region's population that
determined the composition of the republican parliament also defined the result of
the referendum. Finally, the political and economic crisis in Ukraine, as well as the
weakness of the government created the conditions for the referendum. The
discussion of the state-building policies in the Crimea would be incomplete without

the reference to the social and demographic characteristics of the Crimea.

273 Constitution of Ukraine. 1996. Art. 73.
274 Constitution of Crimea. 1998. Art.18.
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4.3. Social and Demographic Characteristics of the Region

4.3.1. General Overview of the Ethnic Composition and Regional Identities in the

Crimea

According to 2001 all-Ukrainian census, the ethnic composition of the region
included 58.5% of Russians, 24.4% of Ukrainians and 12.1% of the Crimean
Tatars.?” According to the same census, 76.55% of the Crimean population specified
Russian as their native language; 11.33% named Crimean Tatar as their native
language, and 10.02% of the Crimeans said that Ukrainian was their native
language.?’® According to the constitution of the Crimea, three languages were
granted the status of the state language: Russian, Ukrainian and the Crimean Tatar.?’’
It is important to note that the law on national minorities of Ukraine was adopted in
1992.27® At the same time, the legislation on the rights of the formerly deported
peoples did not exist in the country until 17 April, 2014.27°

Analyzing the ethnic identities of the residents of the region, it is important to touch
upon the issue of the Crimean regional identity as such. Many Crimean and
Ukrainian researchers discuss the issue. Thus, according to the Ukrainian Razumkov
Research Center, the vast majority of Ukrainians and Russians who lived in 2009 in
the Crimea, "form a single socio-cultural community”.?® It was noted that the

majority of Ukrainians - 52.7% - considered themselves as belonging to Russian

275 All- Ukrainian Population Census.( 2001). Retrieved from
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%D0%ES5%F1%EF%F3%E1%EB%B3%EAYE0%20%CA%FO%ES%EC%20(1,2,3,4)&path=../Database/Censu
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cultural tradition, and 26.6% of them - to the Soviet.?8! Another research center
showed that 40.1% of the Crimean Russians and 34.1% of the Crimean Ukrainians
believed that they constituted a single socio-cultural community, and those who ‘tend
to agree’ with this were still 36.1% and 39.6% respectively.?®2 The basic role of the
Russian language and culture in the formation of special Crimean community (or
sub-ethnos) was obvious. At the same time, the Crimean Tatars are considered as the
countervailing factor. This is confirmed by research of the Crimean scholar

Nikiforov.28

Another important survey of the Crimean researcher Natalia Kiseleva was dedicated
to the identity of the Crimean population. To the question "Who do you feel
yourself?" the majority of the respondents of the Russians, Ukrainians and other
ethnic groups (except the Crimean Tatars) answered 'krymchanin,' 'Crimean’, (38.7%,
38.9% and 45%, respectively). The majority of the Crimean Tatars primarily
associated themselves with their ethnic group (65.8%) and only 16.4% considered
themselves primarily Crimeans. Among the Russians, 35.2%of the participants gave
preference to this ethnic identity; very small part of them identified themselves as
Ukrainians (1.1%). Ukrainians in the Crimea, who regarded themselves as Russian
constituted 4.2% (the experts explain this by the impact of the Russian culture on the
peninsula). 36.1% of the Crimean Ukrainians pointed out the link with their own
ethnic group. Among the representatives of other ethnic groups of the Crimea (only
12.2% of whom identified themselves with their ethnic groups), 4.1% considered
themselves Russian and 2% Ukrainian. This suggests that the Russian cultural space
has always been defined and dominated on the role of the Ukrainian state in the life

of the Crimeans.28*

281 Kpumchkuii coniym: JIinii moaiiy Ta nepcnekTuBy kKoHcoiaanii 2009: 3 - 4,

282 PocistHu Ta yKpaiHIli — Lie OJMH HapoJ (COLIOKYJILTYpHA CIIIEHOTA) YM BA Pi3Hi HApPOaU? (ONUTYBaHHS B
Kpumy). (2009). Lentp Pazymrosa. Corrionoriuni onuryBanss. Perionn. Kpum. Retrieved from
http://razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=471
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Also, the religious issues appeared to be acute in the region, particularly after the
Crimean Tatars' return to the region. It is also important to note the role of the

Orthodoxy in the Russian political discourse.

4.3.2. Main Religious and Ethnic Actors of the Crimean Autonomous Republic

In the beginning of this section, it is important to note the following. While the
Russians and the Ukrainians of the Crimea are generally Orthodox, the Crimean
Tatars are Muslims. At the same time, the Islam, in the Crimea, is more than a mere
religion, but rather has political aspectsthat is reflected in the organizations.
Orthodoxy is less influential; the Russian cultural organizations have no such impact
of the religious actors, as it can be seen in the Islamic organizations. | will start the

discussion with the analysis of the state of art in the spiritual sphere.

Andrey Baranov, in his article, analyzing the political Islam in the Crimea, notes that,
while in 1990, the Crimea occupied the 27th place among the regions of Ukraine
according to the number of the religious organizations, in 2007, it held the 8th
place.?® According to the Republican Committee on the Religious Affairs of the
ARC, in 2008, 1339 organizations representing 48 religions and confessions were
registered. Among them, 42.7% was recorded as Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC).
In the Crimea, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchy had 509
organizations, while, UOC of the Kyiv Patriarchy had only 40 organizations. Second
place belonged to the Muslim Organizations - 28.8% of the organizations in the
Crimea (4% in Ukraine). They were coordinated by the Spiritual Administration of
the Muslims of the Crimea (DUMK). Since 1997, all-Ukraine association of the
public organizations Alraid had been operating in the Crimea. Moreover, more than

600 Islamic organizations existed in the Crimea without registration. The third place

285 Bapanos 2013: 196 - 200.
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in this list of the registered organizations belonged to the protestant organizations

which constituted 23%.28

Baranova, in her article, analyzed the correlation between ethnic and religious
identities of the Crimeans. Thus, with the reference to the research of the Razumkov
center, she argued that the inhabitants of the peninsula tended to associate its
confessional determination to ethno-national, linguistic and cultural.?®” So, most of
the representatives of each of the ethno-national group (65% of the Crimean Tatars,
59.4% Russian, 56.6% of Ukrainians) identified a particular measure of confidence
in the fact that human ethnic and religious affiliation must be connected according to
traditional beliefs. The Crimean Tatars, who identify themselves with Islam,
constituted 74.6%. Accordingly, the vast majority of believers of Ukrainians (76.6%)
and Russian (76.5%) who identify with a particular denomination, indicated their
affiliation to Orthodoxy; while 86.6% of the Crimean Tatars considered themselves
followers of Islam. The author also drew attention to a clear correlation between
ethno-national identity and language, as well as linguistic behavior, on the one hand,
and membership of a particular denomination, and among the Orthodox - to a certain
church, on the other hand. Thus, among the Muslims, the Crimean Tatar language as
their native had been recognized by 97%; a group of those for whom the Ukrainian
language is native, among the faithful of the UOC KP constituted 19.9%, among the
faithful of the UOC - 4.3%.2%8 Baranova also noted a correlation between the cultural
and religious identity, particularly between religious and confessional affiliation and
foreign orientation of the Crimean people. The vast majority of believers of the UOC
(82%) and a relative majority of the faithful of the UOC KP (46.3%) believed into

the priority of the relations with Russia.Instead, a relative majority of Muslims

26 O cocmosanuu u mendenyusx pazeumus peruuosnoti cumyayuu 6 Aemonomnoti Pecnybnuxe Kpoim,
20CY0apcmeenHo - YepKosHuIX omHowenutl 6 agmoromuu 6 2007 200y. Tesucwr svicmynnenus [Ipeoceoamens
Pecny6ruxancxozo komumema APK no denam penueuti B.A. Manubopcrozo. Retrieved from http://old.crimea-
portal. gov.ua/index.php?v=13&tek=13&art=9983&f=fr (nara o6pamenus-04.03.2012).
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(29.9%) supported the relationship with the EU; while the relations with Russia was
acknowledged by only 18.6% of this group. Furthermore, joining the EU was
considered as positive by 51.4% of Muslims (not supported by 18.1%), 18.6% of the
believers of the UOC (against 57.3% who did not express their support). Among the
faithful of the UOC KP, the share of the supporters and opponents of the entry

appeared to be the same - 36%.2%°

As to the Muslim organizations and associations that act in the region, it is important
to understand that they, apart from being ethnic and religious organizations, bear
political character. As to the Crimean Tatar political actors, one of the most
important organizations is Milli Mejlis. Mejlis considers itself the prototype of the
state (political) structure, however it was not registered in the Ministry of Justice of
Ukraine and the Ministry of Justice of Russia as a socio-political organization. Mejlis
is the executive body of the national congress (parliament) of the Crimean Tatars -
Kurultay of the Crimean Tatar people, elected every 5 years in the general election.
Mejlis was founded in 1991 by the decision of the second Kurultay (the first modern)
convocation. It acts as a representative body of the Crimean Tatars, and represents
the interests of the people in the relationship with the Governments of Ukraine,
Russia and other countries of the world.?*® Permanent chairman of Mejlis since its
inception to November 2013 was Mustafa Dzhemilev; since November 2013, Refat
Chubarov became the Chairman of Mejlis. Mejlis was recognized by Ukraine as a
supreme executive body of the Kurultay through the Resolution of the Verkhovna
Rada on March 20, 2014. However, Sergey Aksyonov, the acting head of the

Republic of Crimea, announced that Mejlis legally does not exist, as "organization

289 Bapanosa 2011: 219.
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was not registered properly”. On September 18, 2014, at the request of the Central
District Court of Simferopol, Mejlis left the building it used to occupy.?!

Despite the claims of Mejlis for the right to represent the interests of all people on
the peninsula, the majority of the Crimean Tatars did not quite trust him. Political
scientist Natalia Kiseleva, in her study, showed that for the direct question "Is Mejlis
representing the interests of all the Crimean Tatars?", only 18% of the Crimean
Tatars answered 'yes', 'more likely than not' - 12%, 'probably not, than yes' - 34%,
'no' - 26%.2%2 Elmira Muratova, another Crimean expert on the issue, provided
different results. Thus, according to Muratova, 25.7% of the respondents recognized
the right of Mejlis to represent the interests of the Crimean Tatars, 51% expressed
'selective support' for the organization, and 20.5% of informants said that they do not
consider Mejlis as competent.?® Both studies demonstrated the absence of the full

trust and legitimacy of the organization.?%*

It should be emphasized that the confessional identity, which has a large mobilizing
potential, is particularly important for the Crimean Tatar ethnic identity, while
Russian and Ukrainians give it much less important. Muratova showed that religious
revival in recent years had occupied a significant place in the life of the Crimean
Tatars. At the same time, she noted the problem of choosing between the Arab and
Turkish Islam.?®® Although the Turkish secular Islam is spiritually close to them, the
author states, one cannot reject the manifestations of Islamic solidarity with the Arab
countries. Given the fact that the Arab-Turkish rivalry for influence in the recent
years had been growing, the clergy and political leaders of the Crimean Tatars tried

to stick to the tactics of maneuvering. Arabic support was not fully regulated by the

291 3nanme Memkauca B Cumdeporoie 3a610KMPOBAIK CyaeOHbIE IPUCTABBIL.
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Mejlis, so it could be used in the Crimea for the transmission to the radical version

of Islam.2%

According to Muratova, Crimean Muslim organizations and groups were represented
by the so-called 'official’ (legal) and 'unofficial' (acting without legal recognition, but
relying on mass support) organizations. The first type included two structures. This
was the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Crimea (DUMK), created in the early
1990s. It positioned itself as a spokesman of the ‘traditional’ Islam among the
Crimean Tatars.?®” Besides, the Spiritual Center of Muslims of the Crimea (DTsMK)
was recorded at the end of 2010. This organization was under the ideological
influence of the Muslim leaders from Ethiopia Abdullah al-Harari al-Habashi, but
like DUMK, aimed at creating a framework for developing the religious traditions of

298 'Unofficial' Islam

the Crimean Tatars in the Crimea existed for centuries.
organizations in the Crimea, as Muratova noted, included a number of Islamic
groups, developing the ideas that resonate global Islamic projects. Among the most
widespread and visible in the public space are Salafists, members of the party Hizb-

ut Tahrir,2% supporters of the ideology of Muslim Brotherhood and some other.3%

All of them with certain reservations can be attributed to 'political Islam'.3%tIn
opinion of Muratova, the most politically oriented Islamic organizations of the region
are the party of Hizb-ut Tahrir and movement Muslim Brotherhood, associated with
the organization Alraid. These organizations used to create newsworthy informative
events (organizing conferences, seminars, round tables, press conferences), where
representatives of media were invited. Secondly, they established their own media -
newspapers and websites through which they inform the public about the mentioned

activities. Similar was the focus of both organizations - the Islamic call to bring the

29 Huxudopos 2008: 43-44.
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society into compliance with the norms of Islam, promoting moral values. For this
purpose, they spread the Islamic literature, moreover, education was held through the
special camps for youth (Alraid)*°? or small communities for the devoted citizens
(Hizb-utTahrir). Both organizations declared the rejection of violence as a means to
achieve their goals.%

One significant difference between the discussed organizations was the concept of
the Caliphate (global Islamic state governed by faithful caliph), which occupied a
central place in the Hizb ideology, but almost was not appealed to by the Muslim
Brothers. To develop a draft of an ideal political state, the Caliphate, Hizb considered
all other forms of government as defective, contrary to the norms of Islam. The
appeal not to participate in the elections, not to join the ranks of the non-Islamic
political parties, and generally minimize contact with the non-Islamic state derived
from this principle. Against this background, the position of the Brothers appeared to
be conformist and therefore more acceptable for the authorities.3** Moreover, Alraid
demonstrated greater flexibility with respect to the ritual practices of Muslims of the
Crimea than Hizb. It refrained from openly criticizing the state religion of the
Crimean Tatars and had shown a willingness to establish a dialogue and cooperation
with the official Islamic structure represented by the DUMK. 3% Besides, the

Brothersf ocus on social work while the Hizb focus on the ideological 3%

No less attention should be paid to the organizations of the Russian culture that
existed in the Crimea. The most influential actor is the Russian Community of
Crimea (Pycckas obwuna Kpwima) which was established and officially registered on
24 October, 1993. Revitalization of the Russian Community of Crimea (RCC) began

after 1995, when they banned some Crimean parties (in particular - the party, were
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part of the Block Russia).®*” The highest governing body is the Council, which
convenes every two years. Between these meetings, Duma meets monthly.
Permanent governing body is the Presidium of the Duma that meets weekly.
Chairman of the Russian Community of Crimea since 2003 had been Sergey Tsekov.
Russian community of Crimea is present at the Presidency of the International
Council of the Russian Compatriots, which was created in 2002 with the assistance
of the Government of Moscow.3* One of the main purposes of the RCC was to
create a community-based Russian national movement aimed at protecting the rights
of the Russian Crimea, and those who considered the Russian language and culture
as their native. Community opposed nationalism and Russophobia, forced
Ukrainianization, opposed the split of the Orthodox Church in Ukraine. In the

Crimea, it sought to maintain schools with Russian language of instruction.3%®

One of the events Russian community of the Crimea initiated was the celebration a
number of holidays and anniversaries related to the history of Russia. For instance,
these included January 18, Day of the Reunification of Russia (the anniversary of the
Pereyaslav Rada when Ukraine united with Russia); April 19, Day of the
Reunification of the Crimea with Russia (the anniversary of the signing of the
Empress Catherine the Great Manifest on acceptance Taman island and the Crimea
under the Russian State in 1783); June 6, Day of the Russian language (the birthday
of Alexander Pushkin, in 1799); September 9, Day of Remembrance of the Russian
army soldiers who died in the heroic defense of Sevastopol in the Crimean War of
1854-1855.310

Many of these dates were celebrated not only in public, but at the official level. Day
of the protection of the Russian language had been celebrated since 1996. In 2011, 6
June became the official Day of the Russian language in the Russian Federation.
Since 2007, on the initiative of the Russian community, the Crimea annually hosts

307 Russian Community of Crimea. Retrieved from http://ruscrimea.ru
308 Russian Community of Crimea. Retrieved from http://ruscrimea.ru
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the International Festival of Russian, Slavic culture Great Russian Word.3! Goals
and objectives of the festival focused on the development of the Russian culture,
strengthening the position of the Russian language in the Crimea and Ukraine,

strengthening the Ukrainian-Russian friendship.3!2

In December 2009, the Russian community of the Crimea, together with the Civil
asset, initiated the creation of all-Crimean movement Russian Unity.3!2 This initiative
was supported by many other Russian organizations. Sergey Tsekov and Sergey
Aksyonov were elected co-chairs of the movement. In 2010, Russian organizations
came to the conclusion of the formation of Russian Party of Ukraine. This party, also
named Russian Unity, was established and officially registered in September 2010.
Sergey Aksyonov became the leader of the party.3* After the accession of the
Republic of Crimea into the Russian Federation, in March, Sergey Tsekov became

the member of the Federation Council of the Russian Federation.3°

The role of the Russian organizations was noted by the ordinary Crimeans. Thus,
during the research, the Crimeans that participated in the interviews, were asked
about the activities of the abovementioned organizations. Interestingly, the
representatives of all ethnic groups mentioned the role of Russia and the Russian
organizations the Crimea, particularly the Russian Cultural Center.3l® At the same
time, respondents noted the lack of the Ukrainian organizations in the region.
Furthermore, one of the Crimean Tatar activists noted that the Hizb-ut organization
that was prohibited in the Russian Federation used to act freely in the Ukrainian
Crimea. Its activities included religious and cultural events, education, and they

insisted on the adherence to the Islamic norms, such as veil for Muslim women.3%”

811 Great Russian Word festival. Retrieved from http://mfvrs.org/
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4.3.3. Development of the Ethnic Contradictions in the Region

The issue of the ethnic contradictions as well as the communication of the ethnic
groups with the governmental structures deserves particular attention in this chapter.
First of all, it should be noted that the author deals mostly with the Crimean Tatars in
this section, due to their return, resettlement, and restitution of the property that
provoked tensions in the region. Secondly, the aspects of the relations between the
Crimean Tatars and Slavic population, as well as the relations of the Tatars with the
power bodies are discussed. Thirdly, | touched upon the most crucial dynamic since
1991.

Thus, as the Crimean experts on the issue Shvets, Bednarsky and Yakovlev
maintained, in the post-Soviet Crimea, conflict situations and conflicts, in the most
cases, are either ethno-confessional or socio-economic nature.®! Ethnic tensions on
the peninsula, for the first time after the collapse of the Soviet Union,revealed in
1991-1995. It was due to two factors: complicated relationships between the Russian
and Ukrainian population of the Crimea, in a new reality of the sovereign Ukraine; as
well as the general wariness of the Slavic population of the peninsula againstprocess
of the return of the Crimean Tatars. The first signs of the exacerbation of the
religious contacts were seen in the Crimea, according to some Crimean analysts,
after 1995. The basis of this aggravation was the politicization of the religious

systems in two major religious communities autonomy: Orthodox and Muslim.3!°

The core of the socio-economic conflicts with ethnic overtones became the situation
with the possibility ofthe free land acquisition for the personal use. As of Ukraine,
this process began in the mid-1990s, long before the end of the mass return of the
deportedpeople to the Crimea. Among the Crimean Tatars, there was dissatisfaction
with the difficulties in the acquisition of the land of the former collective and state

318 [1Ipen, bennapckuii & Sxosnes 2005: 166.
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farms. The problem of the return of the so-called waqf lands, which in the past

werein charge of the Muslimclerics, also manifested itself.32

According to some analysts, the Crimean land problem looked statistically curious.
According to Reskomzem (Republican Committee on the Land Issues of the ARC), in
2004, the formerly deported peoples were allocated 17% of all land used for
housing,builtsince the beginning of the mass repatriation. At the same time, in 2004,
Crimean Tatar families were provided with land at 114.25%,while the other
nationalities received only 50.24% of the land. %! In the absence of the well-
organized control system for the already allocated areas in the Crimea, most of them
were used by the members of the different nationalities in order to resale on the

secondary land market.3??

Shvets and Yakovlev, in their article, discussed the evolution of the ethnic
contradictions in the Crimea since 1990 till 2011, mainly between the Crimean Tatar
community and the Russians as well as the government. They specified few periods
of this process depending on the most acute issues that the returnees faced. Thus,
according to their chronology, the first stage is called the renaissance and dated 1990
- 1999. During this period, authors argue, as a result of the mass immigration,
especially due to the influx of the Crimean Tatars, ethnic composition of the
peninsula became more complex. The revival of the Orthodox and Muslim identities
showed the need for the construction of new and the reconstruction of the lost
religious objects (churches, temples, mosques, etc.). From 1990 to 1999, the authors
identified 110 cases of social and cultural contradictions, out of which, 72 cases
referred to the socio-economic, and 38 conflicts had inter-confessional character.3?
Unsettled immigrants, in the early years of their return to the Crimea, naturally
pushed faith-based issues to the second place. Emerging in this period contradictions
were associated with the failure of the authorities to satisfy the requirements of

320 1IIgen, Bennapckuii & SIkosnes 2005: 166.
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immigrants regarding settlement in the places from which they were evicted in 1944,
the allocation of the lands for construction; guaranteed jobs; the necessary

infrastructure in the areas of their settlement and others.3%*

The most acute phase of the renaissance period was signified by the conflicts
concerning the land issues. From 1990 to 1999, the researchers recorded 54 resonant
manifestations of the controversy over the allotment of the land to the Crimean
Tatars, which accounted for 75% of all socio-economic conflicts of the period.
Conflicts related to the land issues took place almost everywhere on the peninsula.
Only 3 northwestern districts remained unaffected by the confrontation:
Krasnoperekopsk, Razdolnoye and the Black Sea region. This was determined by the
remoteness of the regions from the traditional places of the Crimean recreational
business and their low economic development indicators.3?® The most conflictual

regions appeared to be the foothill of Simferopol and Bakhchisaray areas.3%°

Due to the high spatial and temporal dynamics of the socio-cultural conflicts on the
peninsula, during the period from 2000 to 2005,the analysts called it the expansion.
According to the study, since 2000, the conflicts had been localized in the northern
and the central regions of autonomy. It is there, on the territory of Dzhankoy,
Krasnoperekopsk, Krasnogvardeisky, Pervomayskiy areas since the late 1980s, the
authorities of the Crimea sent the main streams of immigrants according to the
program of the state aid for their return and resettlement.®?’ By 2000, the research
maintained, immigrants already accumulated experience of the confrontational
interaction with the Crimean authorities. The most resonant cases of this interaction
can be regarded as an assault by the activists of the Crimean Tatar national
movement on building of the Supreme Council of Crimea in 1992; Feodosia
shootouts of 1995; blocking the railways and highways in Simferopol and other
regions of the Crimea in 1998. This experience, as well as constantly increasing
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number of returnees, bumping into the imperfection of the Ukrainian legislation for
allowing change of the ownership on the ground long before the mass return of
Crimean Tatars to the peninsula, enabled them to start solving the most acute

problems at the time, reallocation of the former state and collective farms land.3?8

Furthermore, in 2006, socio-cultural contradictions moved to the central-western and
central-eastern regions of the peninsula. This was explained by the inability of the
Tatars to normalize their lives in the regions of the primary settlement. Inter-district
migration of the Crimean Tatars, their active involvement in the process of
competition for the most prestigious lands, places in the market, business and
prestigious career options had an impact on the behavior and reactions of the
Crimean population of other nationalities in areas where migrants rushed to. The end
of 2002 was the turning point in the expansion stage: the conflict turned into the
inter-confessional 3?° Thus, in late 2005, in the Crimea, an area with a stable socio-
cultural tension formed, it was designated as Central South Coast.>3® Moreover, in
the foothill regions of this area (Simferopol, Belogorsk, Bakhchisaray areas) inter-
ethno-confessional conflict expanded, whilein coastal area (Yalta, Alushta, Sudak,
Feodosia), socio-economic conflicts dominated. *! The emergence of this area
coincides geographically with areas of the highest concentration of the Crimean
Tatar population. Ukrainian population census in 2001 noted maximum proportion of
the Crimean Tatars (29.2%) in Belogorsk region. In addition, the southern and south-
eastern part of the Black Sea coast of the Crimea, were the most attractive areas for
the recreational business with high market value of the land.3%?

The third stage of the socio-cultural contradictions was designated from 2006 to

2010 and called legacy. In accordance with Shvets and Yakovlev, most of the socio-
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cultural conflicts actualized in that time originated from the previous stages. For
example, in 2006, in Bakhchisaray, mass arrests of the representatives of the Slavic-
Orthodox and Turkic-Muslim segments of the urban community occurred. These
were provoked by the revolt of the Crimean Tatars, aimed at transferring the city
market, located, in their opinion, on the place where the Muslim acropolis existed.>*3
Response to the above steps was the spontaneous self-organization of workers of the
market and ‘sympathizers' among the Slavic population of the city, an active
opposition to the elimination of the market. The growth of the contradictions around

Bakhchisaray market had been recorded by the media since the summer of 2004.33

Furthermore, in the specified time period, conflict situation around the hill Kilse Bair
with Golubinka village of the Bakhchisaray district has not lost its relevance. This
situation was a part of a long-lasting problem associated with the presence of a large
number of ruins and medieval areas of Christian churches and monasteries claimed
by representatives of all the Orthodox branches. The role of arbiter in resolving it
belonged to Mejlis which opposed to the transfer of these to the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the Moscow Patriarchate. Explaining his position, Mejlis argued that
medieval churches belonged to the Patriarchate of Constantinople, and it deprives
modern Moscow Patriarchate property rights in such places of worship. In addition,
the remains of some medieval buildings and burial sites without solid scientific
evidence are declared monuments of the Crimean Tatars, who lived on the peninsula

in the pre-Islamic period.3%®

It is important to note that since 2000, competition for dominance of the sacred
symbols of each of the religions occurred in the Crimea. This was evident in the

events of 2000-2001, included in the recent history of the Crimea as krestopoval
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(dismissal of the crosses).3*® For instance, resonance in the process of the emergence
of the Christian symbols in the Crimea was the conflict caused by the intention of the
city council of Feodosia to install a monument to the Holy Apostle Andrew. The
Muslim community did not allow Feodosia city administration to place a monument
at the entrance to the city, claiming there used to be a Muslim cemetery. Under the
pressure of the protests of the Crimean Tatar population of Feodosia, location of the
monument was changed, and its installation began in May 2006. During this period,
the opponents of the construction of the monument committed acts of public
vandalism. Now a monument to the Holy Apostle Andrew is set near one of the
Orthodox churches of the city.®%

In the period between 2006 and 2010, the number of cases of vandalism significantly
increased. These recurrent cases included the desecration of the monument to the
Crimean Tatar poet and specialist on Turkic studies Bekir Choban-Zade in Belogorsk
marked in 2006 and repeated in 2007; a memorial to the deported peoples was
repeatedly desecrated in the area of the park Salgirka in Simferopol.3*® Rampant
vandalism at the cemeteries of the Crimea occurred in 2007 - 2008. In summer 2007,
Muslim cemeteries in Sofiyivka, Simferopol district, and Krymskaya Roza,
Belogorsk area were attacked. In early 2008, riots erupted in the Muslim cemetery in
the village Uvarovka, Nizhnegorsk area, and Chistenkoye. The same year, mosques
were desecrated in a hooligan inscription in villages Oktyabrskoe (Pervomaisky
district) and Belogorsk. Moreover, Orthodox cemetery in the village Vojkovo
Leninsky district was destructed. Orthodox and Muslim cemeteries in village

Marfovka Leninsky district were desecrated by drawings of satanic characters.>%
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Socio-economic contradictions also got acute in the mentioned period. The most
resonant were the events in November 2007 on the street of Balaklava in Simferopol
and Ai-Petri plateau. Land conflict on the Balaklava Street in Simferopol was
associated with another attempt of the "Olvi-Krym™ company to eliminate the
Crimean Tatars' squatting on the land, which the firm acquired for the building of a
residential complex.3*° The conflict on Ay-Petri happened due to the actions of the
police and bailiffs aimed at the demolition of seven illegal trade and catering places

following the decision of the Economic Court of the ARC.3*

In 2006 - 2010, Simferopol region (68 conflicts), Sudak and Yalta City Council (12
and 11 conflicts respectively), became an area with a high level of social and cultural
conflicts, while in the metropolitan area ethno-confessional conflicts quantitatively
dominated. In January 2008, the project of the acquisition of land for the cathedral
mosque was approved. This decision caused an outcry from the DUMK. Muftiyat
filed a claim on the decision of the City Council to the Economic Court of the
Crimea. In addition, together with the DUMK, Mejlis organized indefinite
information picket. On January 28, 2011, according to the news agency E-Crimea,
the Supreme Economic Court of Ukraine adopted a decision according to which
Simferopol city council was obliged to conclude with DUMK a lease of land for the

mosque construction.®*2

Socio-economic conflicts in 2009, in most cases, formed around the issue of the
elimination of squatting. At that time, the anti-acquisition activity resulted in the self-
organization of the population to confront the authorities. 2010 was quite calm in

terms of the confrontation, only vandalism remains very widespread. Since 2011, the
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scholars had noted the growth of the inter-confessional contradictions. Also, the

scholars recorded the spread of the issue to the remote regions of the peninsula.®*?

It is important to mention the Crimean Tatar National Movement as an important
actor in the political spectrum of the Crimea. The evaluation of the Crimean Tatar
National Movement (CTNM) can be found in the article of the Crimean researcher
Andrey Nikiforov. The author defined the Crimean Tatar National movement as a
whole range of the ethno-political processes in the Crimean Tatar milleu.
Particularly, he talked about the Council of the Representatives of the Crimean Tatar
people under the President of Ukraine and the attempts of the Crimean Prime
Minister Mogilev to oppose Mejlis. According to the study, since the appointment of
the Crimean Prime Minister Dzharty, attempts to reformat the power relationship
with the CTNM took place. That is why the Council of the Representatives of the
Crimean Tatar people under the President of Ukraine was reformed and the
communication channel was virtually paralyzed. *** In January 2011, Dzharty
addressed to the leader of Mejlis Dzhemilev an open letter, beginning with the

following words:

My treatment is dictated by the intention to put an end to the situation
related to the so-called Crimean Tatar land squatting. Squatting
becomes a serious obstacle to social and economic development of
autonomy and destabilizing interethnic harmony.3%

Further text of the letter sounds even more ominous:

The government refuses to turn a blind eye to ignorance and disregard
of the Constitution and laws of Ukraine on the part of some
representatives of the Crimean Tatars ... The Council of Ministers of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, all their actions to restore order in the
land sector in the last year has shown that in the Crimea no
untouchables, no matter what nationality is not concerned.34

Furthermore, the Crimean prime minister addressed to the leader of Mejlis a proposal

to use its authority for immediate coagulation squatting.
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If there is no reaction to my proposal for the release of illegally captured
areas, | will send a corresponding appeal to the law enforcement bodies
and the prosecutor's office demanding immediate action against
violators.3#

In fact, it was a declaration of war against Mejlis. That's what this letter was seen
then by Ukrainian mass media. However, a few days later, the position of the
Crimean prime minister changed to the opposite: he entered into an active dialogue
with the leaders of the Parliament, approved a plan of the legalization of squatting,
lobbied for adoption at the session of the Simferopol city council decision on land
allocation (before that - illegally occupied) for the construction of the mosque and he
took part in the ceremonial laying of the memorable capsule at the site of its

construction.348

The Crimean Prime Minister Anatoly Mogilev approached the Crimean Tatar issue
more specifically and consistently. Since his appointment to the post of the head of
the government, he had been steadily pursuing a policy of minimizing contact with
the Parliament and the maximum displacement of his protégé to official posts in the
republic. So, in July 2012, adviser to the prime minister, a retired police colonel
Kenzhaliyev was appointed as Chairman of the National Committee for International
Relations and Deported Citizens. In February 2013, a prominent functionary of the
Mejlis Remzi llyasov was appointed to the position of the head of the Permanent
Parliamentary Commission on International Relations. Thus, he replaced Enver
Abduraimov, expelled earlier from the faction Kurultay-Ruh. Nikiforov argues that
the activity of Mogilev contributed to the formation of the national movement. Thus,
the author mentioned the Unity Conference of the Social Forces of the Crimean Tatar
people of 28 January 2012, in Simferopol, which was attended by about 450
delegates from 15 Crimean Tatar public organizations and Muslim communities of
the Crimea. This was established by the Crimean Tatar People's Front (CTPF).
Among the founders of the CTPF, Milli Firka, Generation of the Crimea, the

Foundation for Research and Support of the Indigenous Peoples of the Crimea,
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Charitable Foundation Vatandash Countryman and others can be recorded. The
opposition, rallied around the CTPF, became known as Mogilev's Tatars, thereby
indicating their closeness to the leadership of the Crimean government. However,
despite a number of organizational changes, in general, the opposition had not been

able to seize the initiative from the Parliament.34°

Besides, for understanding the claims of the ethnic groups and parties, it is important

to touch upon the issues of the languages in the Crimean Republic.

4.3.4. Language Issue

Language issue had a particular importance in the Crimea. Partially, this was
explained in the previous sections: the language was the factor of the ethnic and
religious identity, Thus, according to the research of the Razumkov center,
conducted in the Crimea and Sevastopol between 18 October and 9 November, 2008,
96% of the Russians, 77% of Ukrainians and 9% of the Crimean Tatars in the Crimea
see Russian as a native language. Furthermore, only 18% of Ukrainians, 2% of
Russians and 2.5% of the Crimean Tatars called Ukrainian as their mother tongue.>*°
The same research discovered that 75% of the Crimeans see forced Ukrainization in
the Crimea. At the same time, 18% of the respondents disagreed with the

statement. 35!

Interestingly that, according to the Ministry of Education and Science of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, in 2008-2009 academic year, 621 general
education institution operated, including 340 secondary schools with Russian as the
language of instruction, where in 4205 classes, 84165 thousand students were

studying. Besides, 3602 classes (with 75403 students) with the Russian language
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teaching existed in other schools. In total, 159568 students, i.e. 89.6% of the total
number of students were educated in Russian, in the Crimea, in 2008 - 2009. In
2007-2008 academic year, the number of the students who studied in Russian
reached 90.6%. The decline was explained by the reduction in the total number of

students of secondary schools.>*2

The network of schools and classes with the Ukrainian language of learning included
only 7 secondary schools with the Ukrainian language of instruction, where, in 105
classes, 2246 students were studying. Besides,784 classes (10614 students) with the
Ukrainian language of instruction functioned at other schools. In total, in 20009,
12860 students received education in Ukrainian language that is, 7.2% of the total
number of students. In contrast, in the 2007-2008 school year 6.2% of the students
were studying in Ukrainian. In recent years, there was a tendency of a growing
number of children from national minorities to join schools with the Ukrainian
language learning.32 In the Crimea, there were 15 secondary schools with the
Crimean Tatar language of instruction (177 classes, 2919 students). Besides, one
general education school with the Crimean Tatar language classes with the Ukrainian
language of instruction (25 classes, 449 students) existed. This was supplemented by
236 classes (2725 students) with the Crimean Tatar language of instruction at other
schools.®* Moreover, in total, in all educational institutions of the Crimea, including
higher educational institutions, with the total number of students constituting
251360, only 7% had Ukrainian as their language of education, while 90% of the
students studied in Russian, and 2.3% - in Crimean Tatar language.*® In such
conditions, it is hard to claim about the forced Ukrainizaition and the limitations on

the Russian language. Additionally, as to the mass-media, 74% of the Crimeans
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called Ukrainian channels as a source of information; 61% of the Crimeans preferred

local TV channels; and 53% of the respondent chose Russian channels.%

The language issue was paid attention during the field research. Thus, those
Crimeans who identified themselves with Russia expressed their negative attitude
toward the Ukrainization policies in the Crimea at the expense of the Russian
language. Particularly, they mentioned the bigger share of the lessons of the
Ukrainian language and literature, while the Russian language and literature lessons
hours were decreased; **’ the obligatory use of the Ukrainian language in the
cinemas;*® the low quotas for the Russian language at radio and TV broadcasting.®*°
At the same time, those Crimeans who identified themselves with Ukraine reported
extremely small use of the Ukrainian language in the Crimea.3° Similarly, the
Crimean Tatar interviewees that participated in the survey stated that the Ukrainian
government did not create any conditions for the use of the Crimean Tatar language

in the region. 3%

The mentioned above research of the Razumkov Centre showed that 32.9% of
residents of the Crimea did not see Ukraine as their motherland; only 28.6% of the
Crimean residents called themselves Ukrainian patriots; while those who did not
recognize themselves as such constituted almost half (49.3%).%%2 Head of the center
Yuri Yakimenko, in his report, also noted that, according to the survey, 70% of the
Crimeans would support the introduction of the dual citizenship. According to the

expert, Russian citizenship turned out to be the most attractive in this regard.>®3 At
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the same time, according to the survey, 55.5% of the Crimean residents identify
themselves with the Russian cultural tradition. Also, very noticeable share of the
Crimean people (mostly Russian and Ukrainian) associated themselves with the
Soviet cultural tradition. Among the Crimean Tatars, only a small proportion
admitted belonging to other cultural traditions, rather than their own.36

Another research showed that 32.4% of inhabitants of the Crimea were prone to
separatist sentiments. Furthermore, the share of those who were willing to personally
pursue separatist implementation options was smaller and did not exceed a quarter.
According to the survey, 69% of the Crimean residents believed that priority of
Ukraine's foreign policy should be relations with Russia, 9% of the replies preferred
the EU countries and 6.7% of the respondents admitted other CIS countries.
Relations with Russia as a top priority were accepted by the vast majority of Russian
and Ukrainian population.78.6% of the Crimeans consider Ukraine's accession to the
Union of Russia and Belarus necessary. Support for the EU membership for Ukraine
in the Crimea was significantly lower and constituted 25.9%. Introduction to the EU
was supported by nearly 48.3% of the Crimean Tatars, 30.6% of Ukrainians and
19.5% of Russians.®®® Ukraine's accession to NATO, in 2008, was supported by
7.6% of the Crimeans. 77.7% of the populated stood against the Northern Alliance.
These include absolute majority of Russians, most of the Ukrainians and a relative
majority of the Crimean Tatars. In the matter of attitude to the prospects of the
Russian Black Sea Fleet in Sevastopol, 69.9% of the Crimeans indicated that the
term of the agreement on the fleet should be extended. 5.9% of the population

answered in favor of the fact that, after 2017, the Fleet should be withdrawn.366

The ethnic composition of the region is reflected in its voting behavior and political
processes. As it was shown by the author, the ethnic identity is linked to the religious
observations and language, as well as the political orientations. As it can be seen, the
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respondents noted the lack of the Ukrainian language in schools and universities, on
radio and TV channels, in mass culture and commercials in the Crimea. The next
section of this chapter analyzes the main political parties and blocks, their success

during the elections as well as the political processes in the region after 1991.

4.4. Political Dynamics in the Crimea, in 1991 - 2014

During 24 years after Ukraine gained its independence, the Crimea experienced
different political processes. For the sake of this thesis, | would like to touch upon
the most crucial issues, such as the elections to the regional parliament, and the main
political actors in the Crimea in order to present the nature of the elites responsible
for the agenda as well as the conditions and mechanisms under which they acted. For
the Crimea, an important issue was the formation of the parties and blocks without
strong ideological platform but rather around the leader with the goal to win the seats
in the parliament. Another peculiarity that should be mentioned was the engagement
of the nationalistic rhetoric by the main actors, i.e. the appeal to the ethnic identity of
the citizens by means of the language issues, connection to the religion, the foreign
policy orientations. While the Russian organizations had their own parties that
entered the blocks with the all-Ukrainian parties for the sake of the higher results, the

Crimean Tatars used the Ukrainian rightist political forces.

According to Korneyeva, in the end of the XX century, in terms of the socio-
economic crisis in the Crimea, historical split between the Slav population and the
Crimean Tatars exposed, which gradually moved to the level of the internal conflict.
Ethnicity remained the basis of the political parties positioning as the most affordable
and emotionally powerful tool for the political mobilization, in opinion of the
scholar.®®” Thus, to understand this, one should look not only at the dynamics of the
ethnic contradictions discussed earlier, but also at the dynamics of the political

processes. This can be derived from the analysis of the parties and their blocks that
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had been acting in the region; the election results; the relations between the brunches

of the power.

Russian Community of the Crimea originated from the Republican Movement of the
Crimea and the Republican Party of the Crimea. In 1993, the leaders of both
organizations came to the conclusion about the creation of a public organization,
focused on the protection of the rights and interests of the Russian Crimea and the
Crimeans who considered the Russian language and Russian culture as their
native.3% Vladimir Terekhov, Crimean writer, poet, was the initiator of the Russian
Community of the Crimea and its chairman in 1993-2003. Together with Terekhov,
SergeyTsekov supervised the work of the Russian Community. In 1994, pro-Russian
political actors in the Crimea achieved significant victories by relying on the
Republican Party of the Crimea. Together with the People's Party of the Crimea,
representatives of the Republican Party of the Crimea, in late 1993, formed the

electoral block Russia.3®°

In the first officially elected parliament of the Crimea (1994), the Russia Block
obtained 57 seats out of 100; Kurultay of the Crimean Tatar People got 16 seats;
while the Communist Party of Ukraine received only 3 seats. 20 seats were allocated
to the independent candidates.3’® The same year, the presidential election in the
Crimea was held, and Yuriy Meshkov won.3"* Elections of the Presidents of Ukraine
and the Crimea, the deputies of the Crimean Supreme Council were held in the
similar conditions: Crimeans struggled with the ex-Communist power to protest
against the unprecedented fall of the living standards and actively supported, in their
opinion, pro-Russian minded candidates. Crimean expert on the electoral geography
and behavior Evgeny Khan argued that the processing of the election results by the

major component gave a similar set of factors for each election: for the presidential
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elections in the Crimea, the opposition, regional and Russian nationalist components
appeared to be decisive. For the election of the Supreme Council of the Crimea the
opposition mattered the most; while for the presidential elections in Ukraine regional

opposition demonstrated its importance.3"2

During 1994, a growing support for the universality of the candidates from election
to election was recorded, according to Khan. While in January 1994, a wide range of
political forces operated, receiving strong support in the community, in March, the
Block Russia immediately gathered 68% of the votes (as the party of the victorious
president), but the turnout had fallen sharply. Kuchma was literally Crimean-
universal support for increased attendance. All territorial differences and thus erased
from the global confrontation between the cities and regions of the Crimea came to
internal political regionalism. In parallel, there was a process of growth of the
subjective component in the vote, in fact indicators of the electoral behavior: the will
of the voters is less determined by the political views but more by the political and
organizational factors.®” It is also important to note that till 1994, the Crimean Tatars

had a quota of 10 seats in the Crimean parliament.

Formed in 1994, the new political regime lasted only for one year. Scored an
impressive victory in the presidential election, Meshkov and his Block Russia, in the
spring 1995, came to a complete collapse of their policy. They failed to implement
the pre-election promises, appeared to be unable to cope with the economic
difficulties, bogged down in a mutual strife, and lost the support of the population.3’4
Therefore, the new political regime was powerless to resist the decisions of the
Ukrainian authorities that torpedoed the Crimean autonomy.3” The collapse, in 1994,
of the amorphous Block Russia led to the emergence of a number of organizations,

acting on behalf of and in defense of the rights of the Russian (Russian lingual)
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population of the peninsula, numbering, according to the Ukrainian census of 2001,
1890 thousand people. In autumn of 1994, 14 regional organizations out of 18, in the
Republican Party of the Crimea/the Russian Movement of the Crimea left the party
as a protest against the position of its leadership in conflict with the president
Meshkov. They registered another Republican Party of the Crimea Russia under the
chairmanship of the Supreme Soviet deputy Eroshkin (it soon fell apart).3’® Another
part of the functionaries of the Block Russia, 'hid" in the subsoil of the Russian
Community of the Crimea. In September 1996, the Republican Party of the Crimea /
the Russian Movement of the Crimea faced the next crisis, which led to the
formation of the community-based so-called Simferopol Russian Fatherland

community (Boris Zazhigaev).3"’

In opinion of the Crimean expert Malgin, to the some extent, Russian organizations
play the situation of 1994 - 1995 with all the ensuing consequences. In fact, in 1994,
power was taken by the pro-Russian President Leonid Kuchma, who was supported
by the record number of voters in the Crimea. However, no one, including the anti-
Russian Viktor Yushchenko, caused the political status of the Crimea more damage
than Kuchma.3’® That reputation of the pro-Russian leader to a great extent allowed
Kuchma to bring the region into the legal field of Ukraine; autonomy was preserved

only as an ornamental.

At the same time, the representatives of the People's Party, Vladimir Klychnikov and
Svetlana Savchenko, announced the creation of a new Crimean Party. However, this
period of party building stopped in 1996, with the adoption of the law of Ukraine that
prohibited the creation of the regional parties. In this situation, Russian organizations
had to find masquerade associations (with no formal right to conduct political
activity), or choose a 'roof' among the Ukrainian parties. The process of legalization
was successfully passed by the People's Party activists, then the Crimean Party. In

1997, they created the party Union, which was registered as an all-Ukrainian political
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union. This success can be explained by the fact that the project was in the sphere of
the interests of the large Crimean businessman Lev Mirimskiy that used Union as his
political representation.>’® An informal body of the party was the popular newspaper
Crimean Time (Krymskoye Vremya). The Republican Party of the Crimea/ the
Russian Movement of the Crimea - Russian Community of the Crimea of Sergey
Tsekov integrated into the Civil Ukrainian Congress (Alexander Bazilyuk), which

became in 1997 the Slavic Party.3

Another important political figure of the 1990s was the founder of the Russian Party
of the Crimea Sergey Shuvaynikov who, in 1995, headed the Congress of the
Russian Communities of the Crimea®! that was the subsidiary structure of the
Russian Congress of the Russian Communities of Dmitry Rogozin. But most of all,
he was attracted to another Russian politician Vladimir Zhirinovsky.3? Additionally,
the left side of the Crimean political sector contained the Communist Party of Leonid
Grach3®, advocating both national and social interests. The crisis of 1995 - 1998 led
to a significant growth of the communist influence. During the 1998 elections, the
Communist Party received a significant number of votes in the Crimea, which led to
the election of its leader Leonid Grach, the speaker of the Crimean parliament.
Progress has also been demonstrated by the party Union, which obtained 4 seats in
the parliament. As for the Russian organizations in the parliament, they only got one
of their representatives Oleg Rodivilov largely because he was not a deputy before

and was not bind in the public opinion with the Block Russia.®®*

Analyzing the causes of the failure of the Block Russia and the subsequent decline of
the Russian organizations in the second half of the 1990's, the director of the Institute

of the CIS (Moscow) Konstantin Zatulin as the main reason names the absence of the
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Moscow's interest in supporting the compatriots abroad, and in particular, in the
Crimea. Indeed, there were no policies towards the compatriots in the Russian
Federation partly due to the negative standpoint of Kyiv, with the exception of the
Moscow Mayor Yuriy Luzhkov, who supported the First Congress of the Russian
Communities of the Crimea in 1997. Another example of the collaboration could be

the Foundation of the Cultural and Humanitarian Connections established in 1996.%8°

In 1998, the Crimean parliament was composed of the following parties: Communist
Party received 38% of the seats, People's Party got only 5%; Union Party and
People's Democratic Party obtained 4% of the votes respectively. Party of the
Economic Revival and Socialist Party of Ukraine received 1% of the votes
respectively. At the same time, 47% of the votes were received by the independent

candidates.3

Regarding this election, the absence of the Crimean Tatar parties can be noted. As
Natalia Belitser maintains, the growth of the Turkish influence scared the Ukrainian
government, which, at first, saw the Crimean Tatars as their political allies in the
fight against the Russian majority in the Crimea. As a result, the government of
Ukraine, in early 1998, abolished the quota of 14 seats for the Crimean Tatars in the
Supreme Council of the Crimea;*” and appointed March 1998 elections strictly by
the majority system (one of the candidates who gains more votes, gets a seat in the
Supreme Soviet of the Crimea).3% Tatars without the Crimean residence had not
received the right to vote. At the same time, the procedure for obtaining Ukrainian
citizenship and residence in the Crimea had been tightened. On the eve of 1998
election to the Supreme Council of the Crimea, thousands of Tatars blocked the main

highway and railway in Simferopol. Leaders of Imdat stated that they were ready to

385 Mamsruu 2012: 336.

386 Tenymamor I'ocyoapcmeennozo Cosema Kpvima. JJenymamol Bepxosnozo Cosema Kpvima 3-20 cosviea.
Retrieved from http://politika-crimea.ru/state-sovet-kryma/deputat/18-deputaty-3

387 Benuuep, H. KpeiMckue Tatapsl 1 Bei6oprs-2002 B Ykpaune. CA&CC Press. Retrieved from http://www.ca-
c.org/journal/2002/journal_rus/cac-04/16.beliru.shtml

388 Xam, E. A. (2003). M36upaTensHas clucTeMa KaK dIEMEHT dIeKTOPATbHOH HHXKEHEPHH. YyeHble 3anucku
Taepuuecko2o HayuoHaibHo20 yHugepcumema um. B.U. Beprnaockozo. Cepus "Tlonumuueckue nayxu” 16(1): 142.

117



resort to machines. In response, Ukraine introduced a tank division in the Crimea and
Crimean police was transferred to the barracks. The election was conducted

peacefully, but none of the Crimean Tatars was elected to the Crimean parliament.38°

The new period in the development of the cultural bonds between Russia and the
Crimea started with the change of the government of the Russian Federation. A
landmark moment was the opening of the Russian Consulate General in Simferopol,
in October, 1999. Gradually, the Russian Community of the Crimea becomes the
main partner of the RF in the Crimea. In 2001, the Council of the Russian
Compatriots was established where the Russian Community of the Crimea entered.3%
Also, during this period, the Crimean organizations made attempts to integrate into
the parties at the all-Ukrainian level. The Civil Congress of Ukraine was the example
that unified the parties of the Donbas and Kharkiv. After 1998, the Russian -
Ukrainian Union (headed by Ivan Simonenko) became the new partner of the
Russian organizations. In 2002, as a result of the merge of the For Rus' United (Za
Rus' Yedinuyu headed by Svistunov) and the Russian - Ukrainian Union, the new
Russian Block headed by Svistunov formed. As a part of the Russian - Ukrainian
Union, Russian Block included the representatives of the Russian Community which
used the newly created party for the future representation.3

According to the Ukrainian Law of 5 April, 2001, the parties in Ukraine could be
established and function only on the state level.3®? This document one more time
prohibited the regional parties of the Crimea from the participation in the elections.
Thus, during 2002 election, the Communist Party of Ukraine obtained 16.1% of the
votes in the region; Agrarian Party of Ukraine received 11.8%; People's Democratic
Party got 8.6% of the votes. 3.2% of the seats were allocated to the Party of Regions;
the same share was given to the Social Democratic Party of Ukraine. Peasant Party of
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Ukraine, Labour Party, Party of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs of Ukraine and
Democratic Union managed to collect 1.1% of the votes each, while 49.5% of the
votes were obtained by the independent candidates.®*® One can trace the downgrade
of the Communists due to the struggle of the Parliament and Government of the
ARC, but nevertheless, the Communist Party managed to keep the leading
position.® A similar pattern at the time testified to the mismatch of the political
interests of the ARC and Ukraine, of a split between center and periphery, of
sufficient reducing the influence of the Soviet past in the mentality of the central and

western Ukrainians.3%°

Many experts explain the decreasing influence of the Communists by the conflict
between speaker Grach and Prime Minister Kunitsyn. The confrontation between the
branches of the Crimean authorities began long before May 1998, when Kunitsyn
became prime minister, and Grach became speaker. When the process for the re-
division of the Crimean economy began, Parliament was perceived as a means to
achieve the control over the land, plants, financial resources, while the government
was seen as an obstacle. In addition to the pro-presidential centrist parties with a
common faction in the Crimean Verkhovna Rada, and communists, analyst Valery
Novikov called three political-financial entities, which had had substantial influence
on the political situation in the autonomy. Those were the deputies of Ukraine
Anatoliy and Igor Franchuk, Lev Mirimsky and the party Union as well as the ex-
deputy prime minister of the Crimea Andriy Senchenko.3®® These actors in different
sequences and different configurations had been acting as a 'third force' in all of the
Crimean processes. Father and son Franchuk, received during the premiership

Anatoliy Franchuk considerable economic influence and property; they always
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appeared in the Crimean arena when it comes to the fuel and energy sector, in
particular the Chornomornaftohaz. The peculiarity lied in the fact that none of these
entities had the critical majority, sufficient to capture the political and economic
situation (particularly in the ownership and management issues of the industry
revenue). Franchuks, Mirimsky and Senchenko did not allow each other and other
forces to take up the full autonomy of management. Party Union sought to enter a
large number of the coalition government, but the Communists suddenly abandoned
their promises and supported significantly fewer candidates of the Union party than
expected leader of the party. The first episode of the vote of no-confidence
expression to the Crimean government a year ago, observers connected to the
contacts between Franchuk and Leonid Grach. None of these political entities could
afford the loss of the influence on the situation in the Crimea. They acted against a
strong prime minister and against a strong speaker, and against the strengthening of
the pro-presidential party. So in order to prevent the prime minister who was
responsible for the economy of the regions from strengthening his power, they chose

to support the speaker of the parliament.3’

As the Crimean expert Mal'gin noted, election to the local authorities, in 2002, was
marked by the decrease of the Communist influence, associated with the continuous
acute political struggle between the parliament and the government of the ARC,
between the Speaker of the Crimean Parliament Leonid Grach and prime minister
Sergey Kunitsyn (representative of the pro-Ukrainian National Democratic Party).
The major political objective of Kyiv was to prevent the Communists from the access
to power. The support for the party Union decreased; this increased the chances of
other Russian organizations. In the regional elections of 2002, the Russian
Community managed to get 4 mandates in the Crimean parliament (out of 100
deputies) including Sergey Tsekov and Oleg Rodivilov. As to the members of other
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Russian organizations in the Crimea, Shuvaynikov, as well as the representative of
the Union Klychnikov entered the parliament of the ARC.3%

In a crisis of the Kuchma's regime and under the pressure on him from the Ukrainian
nationalistic and national liberal forces, Russian organizations conducted rather
restrained, if not sluggish policy. However, they had a trump card to raise their rates
in the political game which was the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatars and in general the
interethnic relations. It began to aggravate mainly due to the land problems that had
arisen with the beginning of the privatization of the land in Ukraine. In March 2004,
there was an incident in Simferopol Cotton bar, where gang of the Crimean Tatars in
search of the 'Skinheads' beat the visitors. This can be treated as a response of the
Crimean Tatar community to the assault on the Crimean Tatar activist Dilyaver
Maksudov on 23 March, in Simferopol.®® This and similar facts provoked a series of
statements of the Russian community, Party Russian Block and other organizations,
which, together with a sharp condemnation of the extremism demonstrated a
willingness to use force. For the first time in many years, the rally and a small march
of the Russian organizations, dedicated to the Day of the Annexation of the Crimea
to Russia (19 April, 2004) was attended by the ordinary citizens apart from the party

activists.*00

A new era in the Crimean politics began with the election campaign in 2004, resulted
with the Orange Revolution. Although being in opposition to Kuchma's regime,
Russian organizations decided to support the candidacy of the representative of
‘power’, Viktor Yanukovych with whom they associated the preservation of the
Russian language in the public life of Ukraine, as well as the continuation of the
friendly relations between Ukraine and the Russian Federation. However, the

presidency of Yushchenko provoked the growth of the Russian activism in the
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Crimea and increased the number of the Russian organizations as a response. Thus,

Shuvaynikov announced the creation of the Russian Front.*0!

In 2006, eight political blocks and parties took seats in the Crimean Parliament as a
result of the election. The distribution of deputies was the following: block Za
Yanukovycha! (For Yanukovych block unified the Party of Regions and Russian
Block) obtained 32.55% of the votes or 44 mandate. The Union party got 7.63% of
the seats that equaled 10 mandates. Block of Kunitsyn received the same number of
seats in the Crimean parliament. The Communist Party of Ukraine's performance was
a bit worse, 6.55% (9 mandates). 8 mandates were allocated to the Narodnyi Rukh
Ukrayiny (the People's Movement of Ukraine) with 6.26%. The same number of the
seats was received by the Block of Yulia Tymoshenko. Block of Natalia Vitrenko
Narodnaya oppozitsiya (People's opposition) received 4.97% (7 mandates), Block Ne
tak! got 3.09% (4 mandates).*%?

After 2002 election, new institutional environment formed demanded from the
parties revaluation of their own resources, forcing them to seek a new way of
exposure, which would stabilize their political engagement and maximize their
symbolic capital. By 2006, a new association, Party of Regions, had formed, which,
by 2010, had pushed away the Communist Party in the ARC. Party's initial success
was possible due to the balance between the course of friendship with Russia and the
course of the Euro-integration.*®® The Crimean Tatars started to pursue the double
policy, while continuing to push the boundaries conflict: occupy new positions at the
state level as part of Rukh, in parallel joining the ranks of the Party of Regions (PR)

in the Crimea. Mejlis voluntarily started to become the part of the PR, which
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provided new opportunities for overcoming the ethno-political conflicts on the land

question. 404

Further developments in the region were related to the attempts of the various
political forces to form a ruling coalition. Party of Regions and the Russian Block
proved to bein the most advantageous position, because they got 44 seats and
expected to unite with the close to them party Union, the Communist Party, Blocks
of Kunitsyn, Vitrenko and Ne Tak!. All of them entered the Crimean parliament
under the anti-NATO slogans and called for closer cooperation with Russia. Their
opponents, Rukh and Block of Yulia Tymoshenko (BYuT),were not able to keep
counterplay, insofar as the former was supervised by Mejlis, and the latter received

strict instructions from Yulia Tymoshenko.*%®

However, in the administration of the President of Ukraine, there was a view that the
absolute power of the Party of Regions in the Crimea should be countered by the
proven figures from the former leadership of the ARC. The stake was made on
Kunitsyn. For a meeting with the Ukrainian President Yushchenko, Kunitsyn, the
leader of Mejlis Dzhemilev, Grach and head of the local Division of BYuT
Senchenko were invited. During the conversation, President offered the following
government of the Crimea: the parliament would be chaired by the representative of
the Party of Regions, and Kunitsyn would become the prime minister. At the same
time, Yushchenko even named the preferred candidate for the post of the speaker. It
was lvan Burey, the head of the local audit department.“®® As to the candidate for the
prime minister, Yushchenko ignored the provision of the law under which the
nomination of the prime minister of the Crimea was the prerogative of the speaker,
while the president was only entitled to approve it. The reaction of Yanukovych's
Party of Regions on this commotion followed quickly: at the organizational meeting
of the winners of the elections as a candidate for speaker of the parliament was
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nominated Deputy Prime Minister Anatoly Gritsenko (who served as Chairman of
the Crimean parliament in 1997-1998, before Grach). He was elected on May 12,
2006, at the session of the Verkhovna Rada of the Crimea, and received 71 votes.*"’
Yanukovych needed a quiet actor in the Crimea who did not have an opinion and was
ready to justify any. As a response, President Yushchenko appointed a new
representative in the Crimea, a well-known local politician Gennady Moskal. As
head of the Crimean police department, General Moskal quickly dispersed the main

criminal groups in the region.*%

However, the newly elected deputies were not frustrated by the appointment of
Moskal: his capabilities were to inform Kiev about what was happening on the
ground. At the next session, the presidium of the Verkhovna Rada was elected from
the Regions, Communists, supporters of Vitrenko and members of the party Union.
The head of the Russian Community of the Crimea Sergey Tsekov became the first
deputy chairman of the Crimean parliament. Elected according to the list of the
Communist Party, chief of the newspaper Krymskaya Pravda Mikhail Baharev
became Vice-Chairman.*®® The next step in the formation of the new Crimean
government was the appointment of the prime minister. As it turned out, in the
Presidential Administration of Ukraine, a suitable candidate for the position was not
found. However, the strong personality from the Party of Regions as a head of the
government, also did not suit. However, here, the interests of Kyiv and speaker
Gritsenko matched. In June 2006,the Crimean parliament approved Viktor Plakida,

an unknown electrical engineer, as a prime minister.*1°
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In 2007, Moskal' abandoned his post in the Crimea. Formally, it was a question of
moving it to the position of deputy Chairman of the Ukrainian Security Service
(SBU), and some observers believe that by doing so, Yushchenko was trying to take

control over the security services.*!!

In 2009, Russian Community of the Crimea/ Russian Block felt strong enough to
stand against the Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada of the Crimea Gritsenko, who has
been rightly accused of the policy in the interest of a business group, to which he
belonged.*'? As a result of the parliamentary crisis in autumn 2009, representatives
of the Russian Community had to leave most of their positions and go into the
opposition to the leadership of the Crimea*'® (maintaining support for Yanukovych)
that led to the actual disintegration of the coalition For Yanukovych in the parliament
of the ARC. However, the victory of Viktor Yanukovych in the parliamentary
elections of 2010 and the subsequent removal of Gritsenko by him led to the return
of the Russian organizations to the power, primarily due to the need to restore the

coalition For Yanukovych for new appointments in the Crimea.*!*

Conflict with Gritsenko became, meanwhile, the catalyst of the new important
processes within pro-Russian organizations of the Crimea. Even in 2008, without any
connection with the Russian movement, the organization Civil Active of the Crimea
formed. It was headed by Sergey Aksyonov.*!® This organization had no ideological
base and opposed the mayor of Simferopol ‘'regionalist Gennady Babenko, who
supported the Speaker of the Crimean parliament Gritsenko. Civil Active acted
forcefully enough, used rallies as methods of taking power in Simferopol, essentially
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a political siege.*'® A similar conflict of Russian organizations with the Speaker of
the Crimean parliament brought the positions of Russian Community of the Crimea,
Russian Block and Civil Active closer, and soon, after the release of their
representatives, from the Presidium of the Verkhovna Rada of the Crimea, they
announced the creation of the movement Russian Unity (Russkoye Yedinstvo).*!" It
was the draft of the new Russian mega-organization designed to overcome the
fragmentation of the Russian political movements in the Crimea. Russian Unity was
chaired by Tsekov and Aksyonov. In late 2009, Russian Unity launched activity in
order to incorporate 10 other Russian organizations into their ranks.*!® So, after the
failure of the head of the Russian Block Svistunov to enter the Russian Unity, he was
promptly dismissed and the party received a new guide. The effectiveness of the
political campaign of the Russian Unity was so great that even usual opposition in
the Russian movement Shuvaynikov with his Russian Front decided to join it.4°
Proof of the impact of the Russian Unity was the return of its members to their
positions in the parliament and government of the ARC, after the victory of Viktor

Yanukovych in the election, in 2010, and the removal of Gritsenko.

In 2005 - 2010, a clear increase in the number of the Russian organizations and the
growth of sympathy for them on the part of the electorate was recorded. There is a
consolidation and internal structuring, and a leadership of the Russian Community of
the Crimea. There were political alliances (such as Russian Unity) seeking to include
smaller organizations. One can also note a more effective information policy and

attempts to develop a more precise ideology.*?°
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During 2010 elections in the Crimea, the Party of Regions obtained 80 seats out of
100. The party entered the elections with the program of the collaboration with
Russia and the demand of the official status for the Russian language. Meanwhile,
Communist Party received 5 seats, Rukh, Russian Unity, Syl'na Ukrayina obtained 5,
3 and 2 seats respectively. Among 80 seats in the Crimean parliament, 48 mandates
were elected according to the single member constituency system. They embraced
the 'recruits’ and the representatives of other political parties and blocks; non-party
candidates and representatives of the business groups. Thus, according to the

research, 71% of the candidates in 2010 elections were from the economic groups.*?

One of the first steps of President Yanukovych was actually appointment of (with the
consent of the Verkhovna Rada of the ARC) Prime Minister Vasily Dzharty, the
curator of the CrimeaParty of Regions during the campaign and the representative of
the Donetsk business administrative circles.*?? During the prime ministry of Vasiliy
Dzharty there were some important changes. It coincided with the period of the
President's administrative reforms in the country. In January 2010, for the first time,
agencies and national committees in the government were dismissed. Significant
positive changes took place in the relations with the Crimean Tatars. Dzharty
facilitated the early resolution of the conflict over the Cathedral mosque. The land
disputes for a long time impeded the construction of the mosque. Thanks to Dzharty,
land for a mosque had been allocated.*?®> The Council of Ministers of the Crimea,
recorded that for the first time in 20 years there had been a voluntary release of the
land squatting. Moreover, the ‘cleansing’ in the ranks of the Crimean elites was
appreciated by the Crimeans. Thus, many politicians and celebrities were arrested.
Among them, the former speaker of the Crimean parliament Anatoly Gritsenko,

former deputy of the Simferopol City Council Joseph Feingold, mayors of Alushta,
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Partenit, Gurzuf, Alupka, Simeiz could be found. However, in August 2011, Dzharty

died because of illness.*?*

On 16 June, 2011, Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a law regarding Council of
Ministers of the Crimea. According to the Crimean prime minister Vasyl Dzharty,
the document bore no threat to the autonomy of the region, but would allow to use
the potential of the executive authorities in the implementation of the social and
economic reforms initiated by the president.*?® According to the law, the Council of
Ministers should have the right to suspend acts of the executive bodies of the local
self-government with a simultaneous appeal to a court to terminate them. It is
important that, in case of the executive committees of the city councils, the right to
cancel the decisions of them, according to the law of Ukraine "On Local Self-
Government”, had belonged to the city council, acting on behalf of the relevant

territorial community.42

Among the main tasks of the Council of Ministers of the Crimea, according to the
document, the development of the budget of the ARC and changes thereto on the
basis of a uniform tax and budget policy of Ukraine were listed. Therefore, the
Crimea lost the opportunity to negotiate with Kyiv on the development and
implementation of a single-channel budget securing up to 80% of tax revenues
collected on the territory of the Crimea. Meanwhile, the acting Constitution of the
ARC envisaged the financial autonomy of the Crimea, which was thus ignored,
because did not take into account regional specifics of the peninsula (the growth of
revenues in the budget during the holiday season).*?” One of the main tasks of the
Council of Ministers was ensuring inter-ethnic harmony in the Crimea. However,

nothing was said about the fact that the Council of Ministers should work with
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registered actors according to the law national organizations,*? therefore opening the
space for the cooperation with the Mejlis. The document ignored the Constitution of
the ARC as the main instrument of 'checks and balances'. Crimean executive branch

received today a fairly significant powers, while Supreme Council remained 'weak'.

After Dzharty's death in August 2011, Yanukovych decided on the candidacy of the
new Chairman of the Crimean government, Anatoliy Mogilev. The new prime
minister said he would continue his predecessor's line, and held a meeting with the
head of the Mejlis Dzhemilev. During Mogilev's prime ministry, the Council of
Ministers aimed at attracting investments in the region's economy. It was successful.
It implemented a number of projects, including the modernization and construction
of a modern winery in Bakhchisaray district. It also created new jobs for the
Crimeans. Besides, the Law "On Investment Activity in the Crimea™ was adopted.
Nevertheless, one should recognize that Mogilev was more a bureaucrat than a
politician. Despite the fact that, over the whole period of political crisis in Ukraine,
the Crimean government served as a guarantor of stability in the peninsula, the
course of the events in Kyiv began to be a growing threat to the Crimean security.
The situation required an adequate response. Mogilev appeared to be quite skeptical
to the desires and aspirations of the Crimeans to come to the defense of the republic
and to defend its right to self-determination. The results were not long in coming. On
February 27, deputies of the Crimean parliament voted for no-confidence to the
Council of Ministers headed by Anatoliy Mogilev. During that, 55 deputies out of 64
registered voted in favor of the decision. At the same session (by 53 votes) they
approved the new chairman of the Council of Ministers, Sergey Aksyonov, the

deputy of the Crimean parliament and head of the party Russian Unity.*?°

As it can be seen from the analysis of the political actors in the Crimea, the parties
and groups that were propagating Russian language and connections with the

Russian Federation dominated the political spectrum. As one of the interviewees

428 3akon Vkpaunsl "O CoseTe MUHHCTPOB ABTOHOMHOM Pecrry6uku Kpsm" 2011.
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noted, "Ukrainian government failed to make the Crimea truly Ukrainian" in the
sense that the use of the Ukrainian language in the education and mass culture, the
elites orientations were not in line with the nation-building policies of Ukraine.*3
Apart from the discussed peculiarities of the political structures in the ARC, the
region used to be dependent on Kyiv financially. Tourism and agriculture of the
region were insufficient sources of the budget even together with the capital

investments.

4.5. Conclusion

The analysis of the dynamics in the Crimea in 1991 - 2014 showed the importance of
this period from the political and analytical points of view. In the early 1990s, the
political system of Ukraine, the Crimean Autonomous republic formed as well as the
relations between both. This period demonstrated not only the vague character of the
state norms and procedures, but also the domination of the president in the system,
particularly the role of personality of the leader. It also proved the lack of the
attention to the national policies, particularly the securing the rights of the formerly
deported people. As one of the respondents noted, the "Crimean political arena never
showed our belonging to Ukraine. There always have been Russian actors."*! The
ethnic composition determined the results of the elections to the parliament. Kyiv, in
its turn, was trying to balance by means of the Permanent Representative of the
President of Ukraine in the Crimea. Besides, the budget of the republic was
dependent on Kyiv. The lack of the Ukrainian language in the secondary and higher
education, mass media was also discussed in this chapter and noted by the

respondents.

The discussed political, economic and social structures of the region are seen as

explanatory of the Ukrainian political crisis of 2013 and consequent separation of the

430 Interview with the Crimean Tatar activist. (2016, 26 October). Ankara.
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Crimea. The next chapter of this thesis concentrates on the domestic factors of the

Crimean separation and the dynamics of the February - April 2014.
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CHAPTER 5

DOMESTIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE CRIMEAN CRISIS

5.1. Introduction

The events of 2013 - 2014 that started with the failure of the Ukrainian government
to ratify the EU Association Agreement, followed by the protests in the main square
of Kyiv, and led to the separation of the Crimea and the Eastern regions of the
country used to be analyzed from the position of the realist and imperialist Russian
policies. This chapter, among other issues, concentrates on the domestic policies of
the Ukrainian government and the political system of the country that created
preconditions for the separation of the regions. This analysis is followed by the study
of the consequences of the separatism in the East and the Crimea for Ukraine. Using
the neoclassical realist approach, | argue that the weak political institutions of
Ukraine (and in the Crimea as its part), the inability of the political actors to follow
the formal norms and procedures, the capture of the presidential post by a political
actor with a strong propensity for non-institutional behavior, as well as the low
commitment to the democratic norms and procedures determined the political system
which was not able to solve the political crisis started in November 2013. In addition,
the lack of powers of the Crimea and the absence of clear delineation of the powers
between the center and the Autonomous Republic aggravated the situation. Besides,
the inconsistent nation-building policies, the absence of national minorities
protecting legislature, the failure to adopt regional language law determined the
different loyalties of its regions and raised the ability of the Crimean leaders to use
nationalism and identity issues for the mobilization of the mass support during Anti-
Maidan and referendum. The inconsistent foreign policy and the use of the East-West
divide, as well as the 'self - other' dichotomy for the political goals, jeopardized the
region dissatisfaction and provoked the government whose losses in the case of the

victory of nationalists would be significant. Additionally, the expertise cannot
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neglect the mismanagement during the political crisis, legal provisions and violence
against the protestors, and the economic crisis that made it possible for the Crimean

government to use the crisis situation for extracting human resources.

At the same time, the Crimean elites appeared to be solid and demonstrated
decisiveness in the crisis situation, basically they managed to use their historical
chance for self-definition and unification with Russia. The basis of their
consolidation appeared to be the Russian ethnic identity as well as the pro-Russian
political orientation in the parliament that allowed them to establish connection with
the Russian leadership. Additionally, | will demonstrate the role played by military
and media in the Crimea.

5.2. Political System of Ukraine and its Domestic Policies as a Precondition for the
Political Crisis of 2014

The Crimea’s lust for self-determination goes back to the early years of the Ukrainian
independence. In 1990s, Ukrainian government managed to curb the Crimea's desire
to separate and join Russia. Nevertheless, the subsequent developments in Ukrainian
state-building created the conditions, in which the Crimeans univocally undertook
decision to enter the Russian Federation. In this part of the thesis, | argue that the
form of the government, the undemocratic policies of the government, the status and
powerof the Crimea within Ukraine, created a fruitful soil for political crisis and

separatism in Ukraine.

5.2.1. Form of the Government, Weak Institutions and Non-Democratic Procedures

as the Factors of the Separation

The form of the government in Ukraine, after 1991, defined the peculiarities of the
political processes in the country: weak institutions and the actors not adherent to the
legal rules of the game, as well as the lack of the dialogue and consensus between

different political forces as to the main directions of the domestic and foreign
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policies made it impossible to take crucial decisions which would be accepted by the
whole population, as well as to curb the political crisis with no loss. Ukraine's
governmental system, until June 1996,had been weak semi-presidential regime. Paul
D'Anieri, Robert Kravchuk and Taras Kuzio characterized it as a hybrid regime: the
government was subordinated to the president, but also accountable and responsible

to the parliament.*3?

In December 1994, president Kuchma submitted to the parliament the draft law on
state power and local government which delegated wide powers to president. The
draft caused conflict between two branches that was solved only after 6 months, in
May 1995, when the Constitutional Agreement was concluded. Parliament agreed on
it simply in order to avoid referendum (Verkhovna Rada had low popularity among
Ukrainians) and in order to postpone the struggle, insofar the Agreement was not a
solution but rather a short break.*** As Oleh Protsyk shows, presidential decree
making dominated the political process and the design of public policy in Ukraine
during the first post-communist decade. Perceived necessities of economic and social
reforms, political imperatives and electoral concerns all played a role in determining

the extent of the presidents' reliance on decree powers.*3*

After long discussions on June 28, 1996, the new constitution was adopted. Two
main achievements of the new Constitution were the separation of powers; and the
establishment of semi-presidential system, however with ‘domination of
presidency'.** New Constitution declared Ukraine's parliament, Verkhovna Rada, ‘a
sole body of legislative power’;*%® it has the right to amend the Constitution of

Ukraine and call All-Ukrainian referendum.**’ It is important that Verkhovna Rada
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received crucial power to impeach president. However, impeachment had to be
initiated by the votes of two-thirds of the deputies and final vote had to be made by
three-quartersafter the examination of the case by the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine with the conclusion of state treason or other crime.*® According to the
Constitution, Verkhovna Rada terminated the authority of the Verkhovna Rada of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea (ARC), based on the opinion of the Constitutional
Court of Ukraine that the latter violated Constitution or laws of Ukraine; designated
special elections to the Verkhovna Rada of the ARC.#%

The Constitution designated the Verkhovna Rada as the sole law-making body. In
practice, however, this authority must be shared with the president, Cabinet of
Ministers, and National Bank, all of which possessed the right of legislative
initiative. “4° Committees of the parliament were deprived the right to propose
legislation in order to avoid businessmen lobbying the committees. Verkhovna Rada
received the right to dissolve the Cabinet of Ministers with the vote of no-
confidence. *** However this did not imply new elections. President, within 60
days,could appoint new cabinet.**> New Constitution gave a power of veto to the
president that can be overcome by two-third of deputies in the parliament. 44
President can dissolve the parliament if within thirty days of the single regular
session meetings of the deputies could be started.*** This was a very important
provision to prevent some factions from the block of Verkhovna Rada’s work.
However, in this case, to provide stable work of the parliament after the pre-term
elections to Verkhovna Rada, its authority cannot be terminated for a year from the

day of elections.**®
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Kataryna Wolczuk characterized the system, established by the new constitution as
presidential-parliamentary system, with two key features: asymmetrical control over
the cabinet (the president nominated and recalled it, but parliament could take a vote
of no-confidence in it) and law-making authority granted to the president. She
continued by stressing that in the attempt to balance out the authority of the president
and parliament, the powers of those institutions were duplicated rather than
separated. New constitution did not outline the role of parties in structuring the

executive-legislative relations.*®

The Orange revolution of 2004 changed parliamentary election law, subnational
government election law, and, most importantly, the Constitution. Mixed electoral
system with half of the members elected from single member districts was changed
to a proportional representation system with all members elected from party lists.
Threshold for parties and electoral blocks was lowered from 4% to 3%.%’ Changes
to the balance of powers between president and parliament can be summarized as a
move from strong president-parliamentary system to a strong parliamentary-
president system of government. The parliamentary majority now had to be formed
within one month of single parliament convocation or after the dissolution of the
parliamentary majority. Otherwise, president had the right to dissolve the
parliament.**® The majority had to submit to the president the candidates for prime
minister and other ministers. The president proposed the prime minister's candidacy
to the parliament for approval after consultations with a coalition of deputy factions
that constitute the majority in the parliament.**® The parliament had the right to

dismiss these officials unilaterally. Amendments included very important provision —
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if a deputy did not join the faction of the party he had been elected from or leaved his

faction, his mandate would be terminated.**°

Premier-presidentialism, which functioned in Ukraine during 2006 - 2010, prevented
the monopolization of power in the hands of any political actor by effectively
dividing the executive and maintaining just enough veto players to block any
attempts at unilateral rule. However, it appeared to be vulnerable to the president’s
attempts at consolidating power after the 2010 presidential elections. According to
Sydorchuk, two factors contributed to the failure of premier-presidentialism in

Ukraine:

the generally low commitment of the main political actors to formal rules
during the independence period which naturally resulted in a weak
institutionalization of these rules and the particular constellation of power
which emerged at that time, i.e., the capture of the presidential post by a

political actor with a strong propensity for non-institutional behavior.**!

As it was discussed in the previous chapter, the important issue was the adoption of
the Law on the Council of Ministers of the Crimea.*>? The analyst Nikolay Kuz'min
commenting on the Law stated that the document is the

natural result of the weakness of the political elite of the Crimea as well
as the fragmentation of the Crimean society and its inability to create their
own elite and defend their interests. That is, if the development of the
Crimea there is actually due to the redistribution of the budget across the
state, respectively, the Crimea should depend more on central

government.453
As Dueck, Mansfield, Snyder suggested, lack of democratic procedures results in the
absence of the accountability of the elected officials and the lack of the control of the
citizens over the agenda. The electoral behavior in Ukraine demonstrated this
assumption - the lack of access to the information, the absence of the well-defined
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political and economic program of the parties and candidates before the elections as
well as the strong ideological platform lead to the low impact of the citizens on the
policy-making or the concentration of the national security decision-making power in
the hands of the small circle of elites. This circle is responsible for the evaluation of
the threats coming from international system and decisions as to the response to it
that inevitably excludes the whole population from the process.Additionally, the
personality of the President Yanukovych and his 'Family' aggravated the situation -
the authoritarian regime marginalized the institutions and leveled down the citizens'
impact on the decision making. The control over media, ban on funding the

opposition, extended security services characterized Yanukovych's era.

5.2.2. Consolidation of Power by the President Viktor Yanukovych

Having discussed the peculiarities of the political system of Ukraine, it is important
to discuss the policies of the Ukrainian leadership that led to the strengthening power
vertical in the country as well as the absence of the dialogue between the government
and opposition. In this regard, particular attention will be paid to the presidency of
Yanukovych, elected in 2010. One of the first documents approved by Viktor
Yanukovych after the election was the law abolished constitutional amendments of
2004. On 30 September, 2010, Constitutional Court undertook a decision that the
amendments of 2004 were adopted in contradiction with the legislature of the
country and cancelled them.*®* By this decision, Yanukovych acquired the right to
form the Cabinet of Ministers, and the opposition could not impede this due to the
lack of coherence and organization as well as the control of the Party of Regions over

the parliament.

The negotiations as to the Association Agreement with the EU also appeared to be a
litmus paper of the Ukrainian regime. Thus, on October 20, 2011, Viktor

Yanukovych was expected to visit Brussels at the invitation of the President of the

454 Constitutional Court of Ukraine. (2010, 30 September). Decision of the "On the Correspondence of the
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European Commission Jose Manuel Barroso in order to reach political agreements on
the completion of talks on the Association Agreement.**® Earlier, on October 11,
2011, main opposition leader of the country Yuliya Tymoshenko was sentenced to
seven years in jail and three years of prohibition to occupy state posts.**® The reason
for this was the misuse of powers by the ex-prime minister during the completion of
the gas agreement with Russia in 2009. The decision of the court was followed by
the new trial initiated by the Security Service of Ukraine against Tymoshenko. The
basis for new criminal case was the $405.5 million debt of the company United
Energy Systems of Ukraine, headed by the ex-prime minister, to the Defense
Ministry of the Russian Federation. Tymoshenko was accused of transferring the
debt of the company to the Ukrainian budget.**” The court decision provoked wide
responses of the European officials: they addressed to Ukrainian authorities demands
to respect the rule of law and expected considerable changes in political situation of
the country. However, their appeals fell on deaf ears. Instead, Ukrainian leader
declared that if Europe was not ready to accept Ukraine, the negotiation and
completion of the agreement could be postponed. The EU reacted decisively and
cancelled Yanukovych’s visit to Brussels to show who establishes the rules of the

game. 8

Besides, new concerns of the European leaders were provoked by the attempt of the
Party of Regions to change the electoral system in the country. In late September
2011, pro-presidential Party of Regions initiated bill in the parliament that would
change the electoral system toward the mixed one. In this case, the Party of Regions,
which was losing the support of the citizens, could get the support of the independent

candidates elected in the single member districts and achieve majority in the
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parliament after 2012 elections. The document, adopted in November, among others,
raised the threshold to 5% and prohibited the political blocs to run for the
elections.**® Moreover, earlier, in May 2011, the Pechersk Court of Kyiv initiated the
case against one of the leaders of the Orange Revolution, former Minister of Interior,
Yuriy Lutsenko on the basis of the misuse of powers.*%°

Having sentenced Tymoshenko to seven years on the grounds of misusing of power
and public finance, the Security Services launched the new case. It was related to the
2006-2007 agreements on the supply of the construction materials by the United
Systems of Ukraine Corporation to the Russian Defense Ministry and the exchange
of Russian gas. At the same time, Prosecutor General Viktor Pshonka said that
criminal cases against Tymoshenko closed in 2005 by his predecessor Sviatoslav
Piskun should be revisited. These included the assassination of the Ukrainian deputy
Yevhen Shcherban in November 1996. The sentence — seven years in jail plus three
years in which Tymoshenko would not be able to occupy any official post — would
not allow her to participate in the parliamentary elections of 2012 and 2017, and
presidential elections of 2015 and 2020. It meant Tymoshenko would not be an
opponent for Yanukovych during the two next presidential terms, and would not
compete during the 2020 election campaign. In addition, Tymoshenko would be

discredited as a politician.

The consolidation of regime by Yanukovych has been widely discussed by Taras
Kuzio. As he argued in his 2012 article, Ukrainian politics, after 2010, became
similar to the Russian one due to the role of the security structures in both
countries.*®* Apart from the imprisonment of Tymoshenko and Lutsenko, buying off

Yushchenko and threatening other politicians, Kuzio mentionedthe following issues.
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Thus, he noted that the Western foundations had been taken under surveillance
andbig business' funding of the oppositionhad been banned. *? SBU (Security
Service of Ukraine), Interior Ministry and military were given additional powers to
deal with unrest. Siloviki had been taken under the control of The Family, and its
heads were personally loyal to President Yanukovych.*®® The funding of the security
and intelligence services was increased. Thus, in June 2012, the President adopted
the changes to the 2012 budget of Ukraine that increased the financing of the
intelligence services by 47 million hryvnias.*®* Legislation on combating terrorism
and extremism was approved.*®® Thus, on 25 April, 2013, President Yanukovych
signed the "Conception of the Fight with Terrorism".%®® The document was adopted 2
days after the explosion on the Boston marathon and once again enforced the
Security Service of Ukraine to act legally despite the mentioned in the document fact

that Ukraine is not prone to the terroristic acts and organized activity.

Moreover, the President managed to establish control over the parliament and
Parliamentary Chairman Lytvyn by means of the mixed system of elections. He also
succeeded in marginalization of the Supreme Court and control over the Media.*®’
According to the analytic media Zerkalo Nedeli, channels have been accused of
betrayal due to the bulk of information about the Maidan events and have been

placed under the strict control of the team formed by the president and his eldest son:

At the top of the pyramid, there is Alexander Gurbich verified himself
from the time of the Donetsk governor positionwho was closeto
Alexander Yanukovych. Under it one can find Yuri Chmyr, the newly
appointed deputy head of the presidential administration, designed to
oversee the production and dispersal of the signal in the media. Mikhail
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Pogrebinsky, Anna Herman and Roman Kostritsa have been called to help
him.468

The latter group was the activists of the Party of Regions. In his turn, Serhiy Kudelia
called the presidency of Yanukovych as ‘authoritarian restoration'. The coercive
approach was used. %®® However, according to Kudelia, it appeared difficult to
consolidate the regime due to the resistance from the western regions of the
country. 4© The logical continuation was the merger of the opposition parties:
Tymoshenko's Fatherland and Arseniy Yatsenyuk's Front for Change allied with the
other two major parties—the liberal Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform
(UDAR) and the nationalist Svoboda. Together they won 121 seats out of 255 that
were elected through the proportional system.*’* This idea is shared by Mykola
Riabchuk who maintains that the identity split in Ukraine had an impact on its
development, preventing consolidation of the regime, no matter democratic or
authoritarian. He adds that the ethnic identity issue dominates the agenda of the
parties and actors, therefore determines the outcome of the political rivalry, as well
as the formulation of the domestic and foreign policies.*’

Alexander J. Motyl went further and used the term 'Sultan of Ukraine'*”® regarding
the Ukrainian President. The author distinguished the following features of
Yanukovych's regime that allowed him to come up with such a conclusion. Firstly,
Motyl pointed out regime's incompatibility with the institutions and developed
economy. Secondly, the decision-making process was seen as ineffective and

inefficient due to the passivity of the citizens, lack of initiative, and the control of the
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process by the president. Thirdly, the government apparatus was considered
ineffective, while army, secret police were not acting. Finally, Motyl added the lack

of education and the public derision to the characteristics of Yanukovych's regime.*™#

The decisions undertaken by the President Yanukovych allowed him to consolidate
the power within the country, on the one hand, and minimize the number of those
who can influence the decision making process. Consequently, due to these issues
and the opposition to him in the Crimean parliament, his decisions were perceived as
a threat to the Russian-speaking Crimea by the leadership of the ARC. The following
section of the thesis will elaborate on the issue of nation-building and nationalism in
Ukraine that will help to understand the role of ethnicity and state-sponsored

nationalism in the extraction of the country resources.

5.2.3. Nation-Building Policies in Ukraine

The analysis of the political system and regime in Ukraine showed the formal
framework, which should be complemented by the analysis of the policies,
particularly the issue of identity. In this part of the thesis, | analyze how the Crimea
and the Eastern regions of Ukraine appeared to be different from the rest of Ukraine
in terms of identity; and how inconsistent policies of the Ukrainian government,

throughout last 20 years, impeded the construction of the civic nation in Ukraine.

According to Taras Kuzio, nation-building process in Ukraine, in the 1990s, was
going toward the creation of the civic nation; however national democrats always
insisted it should be based on the traditions and values of the core ethnic group, i.e.
Ukrainian.*”® The Crimea had been always treated differently by the Ukrainian
authorities and there are three factors of this. First, two thirds of its population were
Russians. Second, Tatars began to return in 1980s and became a minority in the
Crimea. Finally, the history of the Crimea made Ukrainian authorities to treat it

differently. The separatist attempts of 1992 — 1994 were halted and status quo
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remained. As the identity analysis showed the peninsula itself, its regional identity,
had the primary importance, followed by the significance of its close ties with
Russia. *’® Besides, backing the Crimean Tatars in the Crimea by the national

democrats was seen as a good way to balance pro-Russian separatists.*’’

It is noteworthy that the nation-building policies in Ukraine were changing
depending on the political leader and situation in the near abroad. Thus, when in
early 1990s, Yeltsin put emphasis on democratization and free-market reforms,
Ukrainian president Kravchuk concentrated on nation- and state-building, perceiving
Russia as ethnoterritorial 'Other' which was quite useful for the nation-building. After
1994 elections in Ukraine, when Kuchma came to power, Russia was no longer
perceived as ideological enemy. New president introduced economic reforms; Russia
was no longer seen as threatening the Ukrainian elite. Perception changed from
ethnoterritorial to territorial. Moreover, the Black Sea Fleet deployment in
Sevastopol, solution of the border issues between two countries, all served to

constituting Russia as the 'Other'.4’®

As Stephen Shulman argued, in 1990s, support for nationalism (Ukrainian
independence) and democratization went hand in hand with nation-building and had
strengthened the pro-reform and pro-Western camp, that is ‘ethnic Ukrainian'
nationalism.*”® Another factor which was defined by the scholars as central to nation-
building, in addition to national integration, was territorial consolidation. In the first
half of the 1990s, more time was spent on discussion of the new Ukrainian
constitution, national symbols, cultural and language policies than democratic and
human rights. Ukraine completed the international recognition of its borders and a
resolution of the Crimean separatism in the second half of the 1990s.4° Between

1997 and 1999, Russia recognized Ukraine's borders. In other words, the
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consolidation of Ukrainian territory had taken up Kuchma's entire first term in office.
Therefore, in 2000s more attention was to be paid to the nation-building process and

democracy strengthening policies.

Much of attention was also paid to the history writing. During Kuchma' second term
(2000 - 2004), Ukrainophile school which stood for the use of the Ukrainian
language and national symbols and re-unification of Ukraine with Europe dominated
educational system and intellectual discourse, while Eastern Slavic that called for
closer relations with Russia and Belarus, as well as importance of the Russian
language and culture for Ukraine school was more represented by centrist political
parties (e.g. Party of Regions).*8!

Important to note that the national democratic political forces that were the backbone
of anti-regime protests and the Orange Revolution, have been the strongest
supporters of democratization, the greatest opponents of authoritarianism and the
strongest proponents of a foreign policy of 'returning to Europe'. Over the course of
two decades of independence, nation and state building in Ukraine has strengthened
the national democratic, and thereby Orange Revolution, political camp by
increasing the proportion of Ukrainians holding an ‘ethnic Ukrainian' identity,
enabling the candidate espousing this identity,Yushchenko, to win the 2004
elections.*® 'Eastern Slavic' nationalism in Ukraine has remained passive at two
crucial junctures in contemporary Ukraine's history: the drive to independence in the
late Soviet era and during anti-regime protests and the Orange Revolution during
Kuchma’s second term in office. 'Eastern Slavic' nationalism, grounded in a
preference for stability over change and ensconced in the paternalistic political
culture of eastern Ukraine, has reacted to rather than initiated or supported, protests
and democratic breakthroughs in Ukraine from the late 1980s to the 2004 Orange

Revolution.*®®
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According to Kuzio, the division between abovementioned centrist and centre-right
camps in their views as to the content of the nation-building policies, and relations
with Russia, explains why the domestic lobby for reform was unable to unite and
remained weak. The centrist Party of Regions that strengthened its positions after
2010 presidential elections brought its vision and policies to the agenda again. The
2012 Law on Regional Languages,which granted the special status to the languages
of the national minorities constituting 10% of the population and more in their
regions, was one of the important provisions of this period. However, this
government was swept by the civic uprising and ethnic Ukrainian nationalism that
backed the European vector of the foreign policy. The lack of coherent nation-
building policies, dialogue between different ethnic groups and their political
representatives, and inconsequent implementation of these policies in Ukraine even
after the completion of the territorial consolidation and overcoming economic crisis
of 1990s, made it impossible to complete the process of constructing the civic nation
in Ukraine and consolidation of the different ethnic groups. Different loyalties of the

Ukrainian regions appeared to be very crucial during the political crisis of 2014.

The pro-Russian Crimean elites used the existing East - West divide in Ukraine,
basically by emphasizing the 'Self - Other' dichotonomy where the supporters of the
EuroMaidan appeared to be the Other. They speculated on the threatened Russian
identity by means of the language law, and the rhetoric of Ukraine that would
become the raw material supplier for the EU in order to mobilize support of the
Crimeans during the referendum. At the same time, as the Russian scholar Olga
Baysha maintained in her analysis of the blogs of Ukrayins'ka Pravda, popular
Internet media with the nationalistic standpoint, it jeopardized existing social
cleavages, as demonstrated by the Anti-Maidan protests that took place across the
Eastern and Southern parts of Ukraine. With the reference to the Enlightenment
discourse of the progress, she uses the concept of exclusion to prove that the

EuroMaidan supporters produced the domestic 'other' as an impediment of the human
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progress. *84 The domestic policies analysis would be incomplete without
understanding the international context. The use of the neoclassical realism as well as
the area approach requires the analysis of the independent variable which is the

international system as well as the foreign policy of the state or dependent variable.

5.3. Foreign Policy Inconsistencies of the Ukrainian Government

The absence of the consensus as to the direction of the domestic and foreign policy
between the main political forces in Ukraine made it impossible to conduct the
consequent foreign policy and resulted in the failure to finalize the EU Association
Agreement in November 2013. The neglect of the interests of the half of the
Ukrainian population created political crisis aggravated by the inability of the
leadership to cope with the protest movement. As Paul D'Anieri stated, Ukraine's
foreign policy passivity results from three uneasy balances: an external balance
between the pulls of Russia and the West; an internal balance between Ukraine's
regions, and an internal balance between forces of democracy and authoritarianism.
These balances mean that while few are happy with Ukraine's policy, no one has
been able to decisively change it. While Ukraine's domestic regional division is
unlikely to change, change in the balance between domestic political forces or that
between international forces could reduce the inertia in Ukrainian foreign politics,

most likely leading to a drift toward Russia.*®

5.3.1. The EU - Ukraine Association Agreement's Abrogation

The EU Association Agreement failure appeared to be the cause of the mass rallies in
Ukraine. It was important not only due to the economic benefits, as well as political

cooperation, but it also had symbolic significance and meant opportunity for reforms.
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One of the most important provisions of the Agreement was the establishment of the
Free Trade Area for the 10 years transitional period.*® Each party was to reduce or
shift customs duties on the goods of the other party. Both parties would not institute
or maintain any customs duties, taxes or other measures on the exportation of goods
to the territory of each other. Existing customs duties or measures would be phased
out over a transitional period. Each party is restricted from maintaining, introducing
or reintroducing export subsidies or other measures on agricultural goods destined

for the territory of the other party.*8’

Internal EU estimates showed the total EU loans and grants to Ukraine between 2014
and 2020 would be at least €19 billion, provided Kyiv signed the trade deal with the
EU and reached an agreement with the IMF.*® The European Commission estimated
that the implementation of the EU-Ukraine deal would boost Ukraine's income by
approximately €1.2 billion per year and its exports by €1 billion per year.*®® The
agreement was tied to a $17 billion loan from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Instead, Yanukovych chose a Russian aid package worth $15 billion plus a

33% discount on Russian natural gas.**

Moreover, apart from the economic gains, it is important to mention the cultural and
territorial proximity of the western regions of Ukraine to the EU. According to the
research conducted by the State Statistics Committee and the Academy of Science,
Institute of Demography between January 2010 and June 2012, 1.2 million people
(3.4% of the population) were working abroad. The highest number of Ukrainians,
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490 Mousseau, F. (2014, 12 August). What Do the World Bank and IMF Have to Do With the Ukraine Conflict?.
Inter Press Service. Retrieved from https://ourworld.unu.edu/en/what-do-the-world-bank-and-imf-have-to-do-
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10.8%, was from the Western regions of Ukraine, while the representatives of other
regions constituted 1 - 1.9%.%%! No need to say that these groups of people would
benefit economically from the Association with the EU in terms of free movement to

the host countries.

Besides, the cultural proximity of the Western Ukraine to the Central European
countries is a significant factor. Western Ukraine has a history of political activity
and civil society stretching back to the mid-nineteenth century in the Austrian—
Hungarian Empire, while Tsarist Russia denied political participation to eastern
Ukrainians, even the Ukrainian language was banned. 4% Besides, religion had
strengthened the link between nationalism and reform in Ukraine, as is evidenced by
the support given by its two largest denominations — Greek-Catholic and Orthodox —
to the Orange Revolution. The former appeared to be in support of the civic

participation and democratic values.*%

As Kuzio noted, the West expected cooperation with Viktor Yanukovych following
his February 2010 election after taking at face value his claim of becoming a more
democratic leader, compared with during the 2004 elections, coupled with an
expectation he would bring political stability to Ukraine. Partnership quickly
evaporated into Disillusionment the following year.*** The scholar admits that
disillusionment was the resulted of the numerous factors. One of them was the
abolishment of the National Centre for Euro-Atlantic Integration and the Euro-
Atlantic coordination body therefore the elimination of the NATO from the
agenda. *% Besides, the lack of the implementation of the EU requirements,
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particularly the release of Tymoshenko sobered the Western leaders up as to the

Ukrainian position.*%

In this regard, the refusal of the government to sign the Agreement was perceived by
those who supported the EU integration as an economic failure, as well as the
political stagnation and the rule of the oligarchic authoritarian regime. At the same
time, as it is shown in the discussion of the Ukraine - Russia relations and the
Customs Union, it posed the threat of the growing Russian influence, and,
consequently, provoked the Euro-Maidan. In this thesis, | consider these factors as
systemic pressure on the Crimean region the costs of which would be the economic
and political dependence of the Crimea on Kyiv, the EU agreement, the nationalist
policies.

Apart from the European Union, an important dimension of the Ukrainian foreign

policy was the Russian Federation, and promoted by Kremlin Customs Union.

5.3.2. The Role of the Eurasian Union and the Russian Federation in Ukraine's

Domestic Turmoil

According to Vladimir Putin's article,*’ the cooperation on the post-Soviet space has
started with signing the Union between Russia and Belarus in 1996, followed by the
Collective Security Treaty Organization and then Eurasian Economic Community. It
was supposed to be followed by the Customs Union, then by Common Economic
Space and finalized by the establishing the Eurasian Union. As it was shown before,
for the Eastern and Southern Ukrainians, the Union as well as the Russian Federation
itself bore symbolic meaning of historical and cultural proximity. However, one

should consider economic benefits of entering the Eurasian Union.

The estimated Russian aid package constituted $15 billion plus a 33% discount on
Russian natural gas,*®® which was quite important for Ukraine. However, as Ardak

4% Kuzio 2012b: 14.
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Yesdauletova and Aitmukhanbet Yesdauletov noted, there were certain obstacles on
the way of the EurAsEc implementation. First of all, they pointed out the economic
issues. The economies of the republic needed to change their markets in terms of
structure, diversification of production and its orientation insofar as they used to be
oriented on Western or Eastern countries, but not toward the EurAsEc member states'
markets. This was followed by the number of political issues, which were expressed
by the leader of Kazakhstan Nazarbaev and Belarus' president Lukashenko. The most
important issuewas the sovereignty of the member states. Despite the fact that the
Union was designed as an economic integration project, it will inevitably lead to the
change in political structures of the states. Therefore, the leaders of Kazakhstan and
Belarus are concerned about keeping their power in domestic and foreign affairs of
their countries and their participation in decision making process within the Union.
Lastly, the scholars name the geopolitical issues. The EurAsEc will inevitably have
Russia as a center of it due to the size and the amount of the resources it has.

Certainly, the integration may serve to Russia's interests mostly.*%°

Ukraine appeared to be vulnerable to Russia's influence due to the gas issue. As it
was declared in December 2013, the joining the Customs Union means for Ukraine
lower price for the natural gas which will constitute $200.>%°

According to the recent analyses, in 2013, Ukraine's energy security strategy was
based on two specific aspects. Firstly, the prospect of buying cheaper Turkmen gas
convincing Gazprom to reduce the price it charges Ukraine from the present $430 to
$280 bum. However, due to the transit issue which was only possible to solve
through the Russian transportation system, it was unlikely that Ukraine would
succeed in this direction. Furthermore, the price of Turkmen gas with the addition of
expected transportation costs is would be similar to the price that Russia proposes to
Ukraine. Secondly, establishment of the Russian-Ukrainian gas consortium which

4% Yesdauletova, A., & Yesdauletov, A. (2014). The Eurasian Union: dynamics and difficulties of the post-soviet
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would be using Ukraine's transit system allowed Ukraine to expect the price of
$280.0 Therefore, the economic and energy issue became one of the important
factor in Yanukovych' decision. On 21 November, 2013, the Cabinet of Ministers
issued decree which suspended the negotiations on the Association Agreement with
the EU. The document aimed at achieving higher trade volumes with the CIS
countries, particularly with the Russian Federation. Moreover, the document orders
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs along with the Ministry of Economic Development
and Ministry of Industrial Policy to propose to the EU and Russian Federation
conducting negotiations on trade and economic cooperation. The main emphasis was
made on the strengthening the relations with the Customs Union.%%? However, as one
can note this document was Yanukovych's attempt to play with the EU and Russia at
the same time, and not taking into consideration the Western Ukraine's lust to Europe

appeared to be very risky.

Kudelia, in his analysis of Yanukovych's regime, summarized the risks of the
Association Agreement completion as it follows. In case of signing the Agreement,
the President could have lost the support of the electorate from the Eastern Ukraine.
Moreover, the economic response of Russia could be severe. Finally, the release of
Tymoshenko that had been the condition of the EU could destabilize the politics in

the country.®%

To sum up, the declaration of Yanukovych on the deepening the cooperation between
Ukraine and the Customs Union, particularly, Russia, could boost the Ukraine's trade
with its members, as well as secure gas deliveries from Russia. However, it would
mean higher political dependence of Russia, as well as the economic dependence on
Russian rubl' which was not very desirable considering the economic weakness of

Russia. From the neoclassical realist perspective, the abrogation of the EU DCFTA
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provoked the EuroMaidan the demands of which could put Ukraine (and the Crimea
as a part) into the difficult situation. It posed the threat to the region on the
subsystemic and domestic level. That was perceived by the Crimean leadership
regarding its interest in the relations with the Russian Federation. The switch of the

foreign policy priorities in 2013 provoked the response from the Ukrainian socium.

5.4. The Role of the EuroMaidan in the Separation of the Crimea

The mass rallies in Ukraine that started in November 2013, also demonstrated the
failure of the Ukrainian government to manage the conflict situation as well as to

guarantee peace and security in the country.

5.4.1. Mismanagement of the Ukrainian Leadership During Maidan

Following the failure of the ratification of the EU Association Agreement by the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on 24 November 2013, a group of opposition leaders
organized protest which was defined as one of the biggest mass actions in Ukrainian
history, collecting 150 thousand participants, most of them were the students of Kyiv
and L'viv universities. °* The participants expressed the demands such as the
resignation of the Azarov's government claiming they betrayed Ukrainian national
interests; the special session of the Verkhovna Rada before the Vilnius summit in
order to adopt the legislature on the EU Association Agreement and release Yuliya
Tymoshenko from the prison; cancelation of the president's decision of 21 November
and signing the Agreement with the EU during the Vilnius Summit. The protestors
called the Western countries to introduce personal sanctions against Yanukovych and
his team, as well as "not to close the door to Europe for Ukraine".>% Besides, the

important demand concerning the introduction of the amendments to the Constitution
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which were brought by the Orange Revolution was made. The changes of 2004
aimed at creating parliamentary presidential republic in Ukraine which means the
balance of power move to the parliament, stronger party system and the stronger link

between the government and citizens.>®® As Snyder noted, the word 'maidan’ means

... a place where they deliberately meet, precisely in order to deliberate, to
speak, and to create a political society. During the protests the word

maidan has come to mean the act of public politics itself.507
The revolution side of the protests was represented by the students, veterans of the
Afghan war, Ultras, All-Ukrainian Organization Maidan, parties Bat'kivshchyna,
Svoboda, Udar, nationalistic organizations Praviy Sector (Right Sector), Congress of
the Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN). The social networks like Facebook and Twitter
were used in order to coordinate people's actions. As Olga Onuch showed in her
research, social media and internet news sites played an important role in diffusing
information and framing protest claims, however, they were not mobilizing. She
proved that social media compounded and facilitated the role of pre-existing social

network ties that were more influential in the mobilization process.>%

One of the first actions of the protestors was the petition to the US president Obama
with the demand to introduce sanctions against Ukrainian president Yanukovych and
his team. This petition gathered 135 thousand signatures between 26 November and
6 December.>%®

Ukrainian government was trying to suppress the protests using the Berkut groups of
the Ministry of Interior as well as by gathering volunteers from the Eastern regions

of Ukraine. One of the biggest cleanings against the participants of the EuroMaidan
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took place on 30 November night.®° On 1 December 2013, the revolutionaries
succeeded in storming the Kyiv City State Administration and the Administration of
the President buildings.'! December 2013 became remarkable with the March of the
Million which was organized in Kyiv, and followed by the motor rally to Mezhigir'ye
(the residence of Yanukovych).

The law "On Conviction of the Violence which Led to the Deaths of the Peaceful
Citizens" issued by Verkhovna Rada on 20 February became the turning point of the
Maidan. It affirmed that the actions of the government were illegal and ordered the
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the Security Service of Ukraine, Ministry of
Internal Affairs, the Ministry of Defense and subordinate military and paramilitary
forces to stop immediately and to prevent further use of force, as well as to prohibit

the use of any weapons and special equipment against protestors.>*2

On February 21, 2014, the opposition leaders signed an agreement aiming at solution
of the crisis in Ukraine with the president Yanukovych. According to it, within 48
hours, the Constitutional amendments of 2004 had to be brought back; a new
coalition government was to be formed. Until September 2014, the constitutional
reform should be implemented. Besides, the agreement stated the necessity to hold
early presidential election as well as the need to adopt new electoral law and elect
new head of the Central Electoral Commission. Finally, the agreement declared the

will to abandon power actions by the government and opposition.>*

On February 21, 2014, Verkhovna Rada, by the majority of the votes supported a
resolution to restore the legitimate constitutional order (as amended on 8 December,

2004), which meant that now new government had been formed, and Yanukovych
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had lost its power to control the government. On the same day, during strike on the
main square of Kyiv, leaders of the opposition demanded resignation of
Yanukovych. Following these events, on the night of 21 - 22 February, Yanukovych
escaped from Kyiv leaving his post of the president of Ukraine. The head of the
Verkhovna Rada Aleksandr Turchynov, one of the leaders of the Bat'kivshchyna
Party in the past, became President on interim. Arseniy Yatseniuk was appointed the
prime-minister of Ukraine. Needless to say, the new government was met warmly by
the European political community and negatively by the Eastern and Southern

regions of the country, as well as Russia.

One of the responses to the political crisis in Ukraine was the debate on
federalization. Thus, the deputies of the Party of Regions Kolesnichenko, Tsarev, as
well as the Communist Party member Grach stated that Ukraine should move from
unitary to the federalist model. This idea was supported by the Russia's Presidential
Advisor Sergey Glaz'yev and the envoy of the Russian Embassy in Kyiv Andrey
Vorob'yov. Despite the organized roundtables and publications in the press,

Yanukovych did not support this idea.>4

EuroMaidan undoubtedly can be treated as the event that provoked the Russian
nationalism splash. Thus, Taras Kuzio mentioned that the rhetoric by the Ukrainian
and Russian authorities against EuroMaidan protesters sought to present them as
'extremists’, ‘fascists', and far-right nationalists. °® This view is supported by
Anastasiya Ryabchuk who used the dichotonomy 'Nazis vs bandits'. In her opinion,
with such a dichotomy, the supporters of the rallies who stood against the 'bandits of
'the Family' tolerated even the extreme nationalistic groups if theywere also against
the acting government. At the same time, she underlined, the leadership was trying

hard to present the remonstrantsas ‘Nazis' that were splitting the country, and to lead
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all those concerned with the 'brown plague’ to support 'bandits’ as the lesser evil.>!
As Likhachov argued, this dichotonomy appeared to be so sharp in the first weeks of
EuroMaidan that ended up with the violence's victory over the human rights and
European values.®'” These issues were used to mobilize the public support of the
Russia's actions in the Crimea and Eastern Ukraine, according to Kuzio: "Putin's
strategy was to mobilize a Russian-speaking counter-revolution against the
EuroMaidan throughout eastern and southern Ukraine and detach 'New Russia".>'8 At
the same time, there is an opposite view on the issue: Marlene Laruelle, the expert on
Russian nationalism, tends to perceive the nationalistic discourse as used post-factum
in order to justify the events in the Crimea and Eastern Ukraine after they
happened.>*® The author insists on the fact that since the Russian nationalists do not
constitute the school of the foreign policy, they have limited impact on the foreign
policy making. The relation between foreign policy and nationalistic discourse is
rather a 'chicken-egg dilemma'’. Russia is seen as a 'divided nation' in terms of the

foreign policy, nationalism and compatriots agenda.>?

The response of the Ukrainian government to the mass rallies was not only the use of
force. On 16 January, 2014, during the special session of the Ukrainian parliament
the deputies adopted the package of laws that restricted mass activities in Ukraine.
The session was closed and the legislature was simplyadopted by raising hands. The
documents introduced restrictions on freedom of peaceful assembly guaranteed by
Article 39 of the Constitution, which means unreasonable strengthening of the
accountability and the introduction of additional restrictions; restrictions on freedom

of expression of thoughts in the media and the Internet, creating conditions for
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censorship. Organizations receiving assistance from foreign organizations and
individuals must be registered as ‘foreign agents’, which is complemented by the
introduction of the tax mechanisms limiting financial assistance for the social
activism. Moreover, the legislature prohibited gathering information about the
financial position of judges, law enforcement officers and their families (protection
against anti-corruption investigative journalists). Besides, adopted laws on
extremism may now be used against peaceful demonstrators. The legislature even
touched upon the motor rallies and prohibited organizing motor column.®?! However,

the critical document appeared to be the language law.

The law "On the Principles of the State Language Policy" was aimed at giving
Russian or any other minority language the status of a ‘regional language'; approving
its use in courts, schools and other government institutions in areas of Ukraine where
the percentage of representatives of national minorities exceeds 10% of the total
population of a defined administrative district.>2? In practice, this was mostly the case
in the country's predominantly Russian-speaking southern and eastern regions.
Ukrainian remained the country's only official country-wide language. The bill was
adopted amid fistfights in the Ukrainian Parliament building on 3 July, 2012. The
law came into force on 10 August 2012. Since then, various cities and regions of

Ukraine declared Russian a regional language in their jurisdictions.>?®

On February 23, 2014, the second day after the flight of Viktor Yanukovych, during
the parliamentary session, a deputy from the Batkivshchyna party, Vyacheslav
Kyrylenko, proposed to include into the agenda a bill to repeal the 2012 law "On the
Principles of the State Language Policy".5* The bill was approved with 232 out of
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450 votes in favor and made Ukrainian the sole state language at all the levels.>?® The
attempt to repeal the 2012 law "On the Principles of the State Language Policy” was
met with great disdain in the Crimea and Southern and Eastern Ukraine, provoking
waves of protests against the Maidan installed government ultimately culminating
with the Crimean crisis. As Sergey Saluschev argued that this law was understood by
the Crimeans as 'grim harbinger' of the future events in Ukraine that contributed to

the loss of the legitimacy of the Ukrainian government.>?®

The issue of the language law was used by the Crimean officials as a mobilizing
factor that unified the Russian-speakers of the Crimea against the Ukrainian
government. This opinion is shared by Taras Kuzio. His main idea was that domestic
and foreign factors served to change the dynamics of Russian speakers in Ukraine
from one of passivity in the late 1980s through to the 2004 Orange Revolution; low-
level mobilization from 2005 to 2013; and high-level mobilization, crystallization of
pro- and anti-Ukrainian camps, and violent conflict from 2014.%2" In her turn,
Ryabchuk called this standoff as 'Nazi vs bandits',>®® meaning that while the Western
Ukrainians were perceived as extreme nationalists, the Eastern supporters of the
‘family' were seen as bandits due to the role of the assumed connections with the
shadow structures and mafia. The domestic actors that for a long time appeared to be
in the parliament due to the promotion of the language (often it was the only issue
they could present in their programs in order to pass the threshold) considered the
costs of such loss as significant. They managed to present the supporters of the rallies
as 'others' by means of the sponsored media. As Joanna Szostek maintained, three
factors influenced the role of media in presenting the Maidan. They were: "dissent

and activism among Ukraine's professional journalist community; the autonomous
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nature and increasing accessibility of online communication; andthe sensitivity of

media-owning oligarchs to public and international opinion.%?

Turchynov - Yatseniuk tandem was seen as the surrender of the Party of Regions and
Eastern interest groups in the control over the agenda. The losses of the Crimea in
case of the establishment of the pro-Western government would be significant - the
lack of the regional language law, the association agreement, the education and
administrative reforms. The living standards level was also expected to decrease as
well the stability in the gas sector due to the rivalry with Russia. The Crimean elites

chose the most pay off promising option that was the unification with Russia.

According to the opinion of the Crimeans, Ukraine failed to protect its territory
during the crisis, and the people from the 'bloody bacchanalia'>*° that was going on in
Kyiv. The desire 'not to stay any longer in Ukraine' was expressed by many
interviewees.>®! As to the events in February - March 2014 in the Crimea, one of the
Crimean Tatar activists noted that the absence of the order to the military resulted in
the control of the Russia over the Crimea.®®? His opinion was not the only.**® At the
same time, the Russia-oriented respondents talked about the ‘historical justice' when
Russia appeared to be the rescuer of the Crimeans while Ukraine failed to secure the
stability and manage the crisis situation;>** and about return to the 'native shore' as a
result of 'the expression of the Crimea's will for freedom'.5® While the next section
of this chapter discusses the economic deterioration in Ukraine during the political
turmoil, it is worth to note the economic factor that many interviewees note: the
Crimeans expected the life standards in Russia to be better comparatively to Ukraine,

especially after the described events. These include, first of all, pensions and
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salaries.®® However, at the same time, almost 2,5 years after the separation, even the
pro-Ukrainian interviewees among the Crimean Tatar activists say they can accept
the separation referendum if theliving standards in the Russian Crimea had been
really decent. But they are not.>¥” Obviously, under the conditions of the political

crisis and instability, the economic situation got worse.

5.5. Anti-Maidan in the Crimea and the Crimea's Separation
5.5.1.The Role of Different Elites in the Crimean Crisis of 2014

From the neoclassical realist perspective, the role of the elites had particular
significance for understanding the case. In the Crimea, as it was shown in the
previous chapters, the elites could be classified according to their ethnic affiliation,
among others. Thus, according to 2001 Ukrainian Census,the ethnic makeup of the
Crimea's population consisted of the following self-reported groups: Russians
constituted 1.45 million (60.4%) ,Ukrainians constituted 577000 (24.0%), the
Crimean Tatars - 245000 (10.2%) and Belarusians - 35000 (1.4%).

As Russian President VIadimir Putin said in his address to the Federal Assembly on
March 18, 2014, the position of the Russians was particularly important due to the

numerous violations:

We came to meet Ukraine not only in the Crimea ... What we proceeded
from? We proceeded from the fact that a good relationship with Ukraine
is important for us, and it should not be held in a hostage to the dead-end
of territorial disputes. But it was expected, of course, that Ukraine would
be our good neighbor, that Russian and Russian-speaking citizens of
Ukraine, especially those from its south-east and in the Crimea, would
live in a friendly, democratic, civilized state, that their legitimate interests
would be observed in accordance with the international law. However, the
situation started to develop in a different way. Time after time, attempts
to deprive the Russians of their historical memory, and sometimes the
mother tongue, to implement the forced assimilation were made. And of
course, Russians, as well as other citizens of Ukraine, suffered from
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constant political and state crisis, which has been shaking Ukraine for
more than 20 years.538

On February 27, 2014, the member of the Supreme Council of the Crimea, leader of
the Russian Unity Sergey Aksyonov was appointed a chairman of the Council of
Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of the Crimea.>® The decision was not
recognized by the new Ukrainian authorities.>* Sergey Aksyonov and chairman of
the Supreme Council of the Crimea Vladimir Konstantinov said they still believed
the legally elected president of Ukraine was Yanukovych, with the aid of whom the
Crimean authorities managed to obtain assistance from Russia.>*! On February 23,
during the mass rally in Sevastopol, where Alexey Chaly was proclaimed the leader
of the city, deputy of the city council of Sevastopol and the leader of the Russian
Block Gennady Basov announced the creation of self-defense units of the
volunteers.>*2 On March 12, the first and the only president of the Republic of the
Crimea YuriyMeshkov came back. At the airport of Simferopol Meshkov said: "The

people of the Crimea gave me the Motherland" >

At the same time, on February 7, the representatives of the Ukrainian community in
the Crimea criticized 'irresponsible politicians' who "put the Crimean peninsula to the
brink of ethnic conflict and provoked an armed clash between Ukraine and the
Russian Federation" and ‘foreign politicians' involved in "blatant provocative
interference in the political life of an integral part of Ukraine - the Crimea and

Sevastopol.” The authors of the appeal called on the Ukrainian authorities to
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"immediately take steps to ensure peace, tranquility and security of the Crimean

people.">4

The statement also said:

(We call) nuclear states, the UK, the USA, France and China, to
guarantee the territorial integrity and security of Ukraine, according to the
Budapest Memorandum, to take measures to prevent foreign interference
in the internal affairs of our country; the UN, the OSCE, the EU and
Council of Europe to have action upon the position of Russia in terms of
non-provoking separatism in the regions of Ukraine, in particular, in the
ARC and Sevastopol.

The statement was signed by the leaders of the NGO Crimean Center of Business
and Cultural Cooperation Ukrainian House, Andrey Schekun and Archbishop of
Simferopol and the Crimea of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kyiv Patriarchate
Clement.>* On March 2, in order to protect the Ukrainian minority at the conditions
of the Russian occupation and the separatist regime, the collection of the information
about violations of the rights of the Ukrainian citizens of different nationalities in the
Crimea and the provision of its international public organizations and
intergovernmental structures began. Coordination was implemented by the pro-
Ukrainian organizations, a number of NGOs that created All-Crimean Ukrainian
Rada. Andrey Schekun became its coordinator.>*® It was reported that activists of the
Crimean EuroMaidan took part in protests against the blocking of Ukrainian military

units.>4’

At the same time, elected on 1 November, 2013, the new leader of the Mejlis of the
Crimean Tatars, Refat Chubarov, expressed his support for European integration by

citing the European Union's ability to solve minority rights issues existing in
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Ukraine.>*In September, the representatives of the Mejlis had met with Stefan Fule,
the European Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighborhood Policy, to discuss
the rights of the native peoples of the Crimea and solutions to the problems of those
deported by Stalin as a prerequisite for the Association Agreement between the EU
and Ukraine.** Following the Ukrainian parliament’s failure to ratify the Agreement,
the Crimean Tatar activists joined the EuroMaidan in Kyiv. In addition, Tatars
initiated protests in Simferopol in front of the buildings of the Crimean Parliament
and the Council of Ministers expressing their dissatisfaction with the policies of
Speaker of the Crimean Parliament Vladimir Konstantinov, who later stood for the
unification of the Crimea with the Russian Federation.>*°

It is important to note that Russian leaders were trying to convince the leaders of the
Mejlis that Russia was eager to guarantee the rights of self-determination for the
Crimean Tatars, offering the example of the Republic of Tatarstan and the powers it
was granted. Nevertheless, the Crimean Tatar leader Refat Chubarov called for

Tatars to boycott the referendum of 16 March 2014 on the status of the Crimea.*>!

From the neoclassical realist perspective, Russians appeared to be the ethnic group
responsible for the agenda and threat identification in the Crimea on the eve of the
separation. The ethnic factor was utilized by the representatives of the pro-Russian
groups in the parliament for a long time, as a means to pass the election and during
the referendum as well. They used the mismanagements of the Ukrainian interim
government in order to jeopardize the situation in the Crimea, basically to present the
Ukrainian party as an enemy. Particular attention should be paid to the Crimean

media. The vice speaker of the Crimean parliament Mikhail Bakharev who used to
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be the deputy in 1994 - 1998 and 2006 - 2010 Crimean parliament, at the same time
heads the biggest Crimean newspaper Krymskaya Pravda that in the beginning of
2015 had circulation around 30 thousand copies in Russian.>®? At the same time, the
official media of the Supreme Council of the Crimea is the Krymskiye lzvestiya
newspaper that has print run of 22 thousand.>*® Furthermore, Krymskaya Gazeta
issued by the Supreme Council of the Crimea has print run of more than 84
thousand.>>* Moreover, the state-run TV and radio channel Krym covers more than
75% of the Crimean territory.*> Needless to stress the role they played in monitoring
and presenting the events in Ukraine. As it was shown, the military of Ukraine that
was being located in the Crimea immediately changed its loyalty and supported the

‘green men'.

5.5.2. EuroMaidan in the Crimea

Following the resignation of Yanukovych from the post of the Ukrainian president,
the Supreme Council of the Crimea called for a special session of the parliament in
order to discuss new political reality. The same day, the opponents of new Ukrainian
government launched the strike in front of the Crimean parliament building
demanding separation of the Crimea from Ukraine and creation of an independent
state.>%® One day before, the bus with the Crimean citizens who participated in Anti-

Maidan in Kyiv was attacked.*’
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On February 22, in Kharkiv, a congress of deputies of local councils of the south-
eastern Ukraine and the Autonomous Republic of the Crimea was held. The
participants agreed to "take responsibility for ensuring the constitutional order in
their territories,” blame for the situation on the ground in local government, to advise
the public to organize themselves together with law enforcement agencies, as well as
to call the Army to remain in places. In addition, it was proposed to withdraw the
deputies of the Ukrainian parliament for field work.>*® Few days later, Mejlis of the
Crimean Tatar people organized a rally in the center of Simferopol, calling the
Crimean Tatars to block the building of the Supreme Council of the Crimea in order
to avoid taking a decision on becoming a part of Russia.>>® At the same time, there
was a rally of the Russian Community of the Crimea. The clashes appeared ripped
off an extraordinary session of the Supreme Council of autonomy, which was
expected to decide in favor of the Russian language and the deepening of the
independence of the region.

27 February, 2014 appeared to be the day of particular significance for the
Crimeans:to the capital of the Crimea numerous armed groups started to come. On
the one hand, they were self-defense units of the local residents, Berkut, Cossacks
and Russian-speaking representatives of the various non-governmental organizations,
who arrived in the Crimea on their own initiative to 'protect the fellow'; on the other
hand,they were a group of well-armed and equipped men in uniform without insignia
(so-called the 'green men'), acting autonomously, on the orders of its own leadership,
and disobeying the local authorities. Until the end of the Crimean events, these
formations provided control over strategic assets and local authorities; their
protection and operation blocked Ukrainian military facilities, military units and
staffs. Ukrainian and Western media, the Ukrainian authorities and the leadership of
the Western states from the first day could say with confidence that the actions of the
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units of the Russian troops took place, qualifying events as aggression, military
invasion and occupation. Russian officials refused to admit it publicly. For the first

time, Russian President VIadimir Putin made it only on April 17, 2014.

On February 27, early in the morning, two groups of unknown people (10-15 people
each) seized the building of the Supreme Council of the Autonomous Republic of the
Crimea and the Council of Ministers.®® Deputy Sergey Kunitsyn was appointed the
Representative of the Ukrainian President in the Crimea.>®* Russian flags were raised
over the buildings, and there were barricades at the entrance.*®? Prime Minister
Anatoliy Mogilyov, during the broadcast at the state TV and radio channel Crimea,
urged the Crimeans to remain calm and assured them that the situation was under
control.>®® The Crimean Parliament held the extraordinary session and decided to
express non-confidence to the Council of Ministers of the Crimea and to terminate its
activities. The new Prime Minister of the Crimea was appointed: the leader of the
Russian Unity Sergey Aksyonov became the head of the government.®* The
parliamentarians also decided to hold a referendum in the Crimea "On Improving the
Status and Powers" of the region. Presidium of the parliament gave the assessment of
recent developments in Ukraine, saying that in the country, there had been
"unconstitutional seizure of power by radical nationalists, supported by armed

gangs."®°
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The very next day, President of Ukraine Oleksandr Turchynov issued a decree in
which he stated that the appointment of the Supreme Council of the Crimea Sergey
Aksyonov had been carried out in violation of the Constitution of Ukraine and the
Constitution of the Crimea, and suggested the Supreme Council of the Crimea to
cancel it.°%® On March 3, press service of the Supreme Council of ARC reported the
appointment of the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Crimea Sergey
Aksyonov in accord with the President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych.%’ The
newspaper of the Supreme Council of the Crimea Crimean News published a
clarification on the issue, which would be put to a referendum on 25 May. It was
noted that the issue proposed for the referendum, had not implied the independence

of the ARC, its separation or unification with any other state:

The question of the referendum does not contain provisions on violation
of the territorial integrity of Ukraine. The purpose of the referendum is to
improve the status of the ARC in order to guarantee the right of autonomy
despite the change of the central government or the Constitution of
Ukraine. All steps taken are intended to make the autonomy to betaken
into the consideration, to be talked and agreed when it comes to the
decisions of the central authorities.5®

On March 1, Putin has made an appeal to the Federal Council on the use of the
Armed Forces of Russia in Ukraine "for the normalization of the political situation in
this country". %° The Federation Council, meeting in extraordinary session,
unanimously agreed to send troops to Ukraine. Late in the evening of March 1
appointed by the Verkhovna Rada acting president of Ukraine Oleksandr Turchynov

said that he had ordered to bring the armed forces of Ukraine in full combat
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readiness.>’® On March 1, Sevastopol city council voted not to obey the decisions of

the new government of Ukraine.>"*

5.5.3.The Crimean Declaration of Independence

On March 3, press service of the Supreme Council of the ARC issued a statement
that the development of the political situation in Ukraine "gave good reasons to fear
for the fate of the country and posed a threat to peace and stability in the Crimea."
The statement indicated that, in the opinion of the Crimean parliament, the decision
of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine "On Disengagement Ukrainian President to Fulfill
the Constitutional Mandate and Call on Early Presidential Elections in Ukraine™ was
adopted in violation of the Constitution, which did not provide termination of powers
of the head of state because of disengagement from performing their authority;
"therefore, the legal basis for laying duties of the president of Ukraine to the
Verkhovna Rada Turchynov, including the signing of the laws of Ukraine, were
absent."%’2 The Supreme Council of the Crimea postponed date of the referendum on
the status and powers of the Crimea till March 30.5" According to the Chairman of
the Supreme Council Vladimir Konstantinov, residents of Sevastopol had sent the
initiative to change the legal status of the city, and relocating it directly to the

authorities of the Crimea.>™

On March 6, the Supreme Council decided to join the Russian Federation as a subject
and to hold a referendum on the entire territory of the Crimea (including the city of
Sevastopol), on March 16. The issue of the future status of the Crimea was to be

570 Typuunos: BoopyseHHbIe CHITbI YKpaHHBI HAXOAATCS B MOJHOM 6oerotosHocTH. (2014, 1 March).
Gordon.ua. Retrieved from http://gordonua.com/news/politics/turchinov-vooruzhennye-sily-ukrainy-
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571 MenyTaThl ropcoBeTa CeBaCTONOIS MPOTOI0COBAIN 33 HENOAYMHEHUE KUeBCKUM BracTam. (2014, 1 March).
TASS. Retrieved from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1014091

572 Bnactu KpbIMa: pa3BuTHE CUTyalMy Ha YKpauHe "co3/aeT yrpo3y MUpy M crabuinbHocTH B Kpeimy". (2014, 3
March). TASS. Retrieved from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1017492
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solved by choosing one of two possible answers: "Do you support the reunification
of the Crimea with Russia as a subject of the Russian Federation?" or "Do you
support the restoration of the 1992 Constitution of the Republic of the Crimea, and
the status of the Crimea as part of Ukraine?"°” The same day, the decision to hold a
referendum was passed by the Sevastopol city council.

The Crimean deputies decided to appeal to the Russian government with a proposal
"to start the procedure of joining the Russian Federation as a subject of the Russian
Federation".>"® Explaining this decision, the parliamentarians said that in Ukraine "as
a result of the anti-constitutional coup power had been seized by the nationalist
forces™ that "violate the Constitution and laws of Ukraine, the inalienable rights and
freedoms, including the right to life, freedom of thought and expression, the right to
speak their native language, and the "extremist groups have made several attempts to
penetrate the Crimea in order to aggravate the situation, to escalate the tensions and

to seize the power in an illegal way".>"

First Deputy Prime Minister Rustam Temirgaliev reported that ownership of Ukraine
in the Crimea would be nationalized in favor of the new authorities in the region; all
private property in the Crimea would be re-issued in accordance with the Russian
legislation. He indicated a willingness to join the Crimea in ruble zone.®>’® On 7
March, a delegation of the Supreme Council of the Crimea, headed by its chairman,
Vladimir Konstantinov, met in Moscow with the Chairman of the State Duma Sergey
Naryshkin. Naryshkin said that Russia would support "free and democratic choice of
the people of the Crimea and Sevastopol™. On the same day, the delegation met with

the speaker of the Crimean parliament of the Federation Council Valentina
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March). Retrieved from http://www.politnavigator.net/parlament-kryma-naznachil-referendum-o-vkhozhdenii-v-
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Matviyenko. She ensured that senators would support a decision on joining Russia, if
it was taken.>’® On the next day, Simferopol, Sevastopol, Yalta and Kerch held first
meetings in support of the unification of the Crimea with Russia. Senior
representatives of the Crimean autonomy called the Crimean residents to vote for
annexation to Russia. "With Russia we will build our future, together we will win!"
Sergey Aksyonov said at the meeting. The head of the Crimean parliament, Vladimir

Konstantinov, presented the results of the visit to Moscow:

We came from Moscow with the good news. Our brotherly people takes
us into their composition, we will be the subject of the Russian
Federation. To do this, come on March 16 and vote as necessary. On

March 16, we are going back to our homeland. >&

Vladimir Konstantinov, in his address to the residents of the Crimea, on the website
of the Supreme Council said that the transfer of the Crimea to Ukraine in 1954

without the consent of the local people was a 'gross injustice':

The Crimea exhausted the possibilities to achieve a decent status within
Ukraine. Our further stay in the political arena of this state threatens the
Crimeans with not just humiliation and discrimination on cultural and
ethnic lines, but the most literal physical destruction. Homeland is waiting
for us. If we make the right choice, they will help us to adapt to their
country. For students, state employees, retirees, the necessary programs
have worked out which include protecting the interests of our citizens and
allow them to avoid losses during this transition. We are ready to help the
central government of the Russian Federation, the Russian regions.
Ukraine, in which we have lived for the last 23 years, no longer exists,

and there is no one in Kyiv tonegotiate life together in one state.%8!
As of March 9, on the territory of the Autonomous Republic of the Crimea all
Ukrainian television stopped and instead the Russian TV channels started
broadcasting. These include First Channel, Russia 24, NTV, TNT, STS, and Russia 1.

Among the local broadcast channels,state TV and Radio Channel Crimea continued

57° Hapbnukus: B PO nopuepxart "cBo6oaHbII 1 JeMOKpaTUIecKuii BhIOOp Hacenenus Kpeiva u Cepactomons”.
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to operate.®® On March 9, it became known that the Russian government had
allocated about 40 billion rubles to support the development of industrial and
economic infrastructure of the Crimea.’® On March, 10, the Crimean government
restricted air communication between the Crimea and Ukraine, which would run
until March 17. As the First Deputy Prime Minister Rustam Temirgaliev explained:
"This is a temporary action to prevent the provocateurs from entering the

peninsula”.5%

The Declaration was adopted by the Supreme Council at the extraordinary plenary
meeting on March 11, 2014. Decision of the Sevastopol City Council was adopted at
the extraordinary plenary meeting on March 11, 2014. For the adoption of the

Declaration 78 out of 81 deputies of the Supreme Council voted.>®

Taking into account the reaffirmation by the international Court of Justice on Kosovo
of July 22, 2010, the unilateral declaration of independence by the part of the state
does not violate any rules of the international law. In case if, during the
referendum,the Crimeans decided to join the Russian Federation (including
Sevastopol), the Crimea, after the referendum, would be announced an independent
and sovereign state with the republican form of government. Republic of the Crimea
was declared a democratic, secular and multi-ethnic state, which was obliged to keep
the peace, interethnic and inter-confessional accord in its territory. Besides, Republic
of the Crimea, as an independent and sovereign state, in the case of the

corresponding results of the referendum, would appeal to the Russian Federation
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with a proposal for the adoption of the ARC based on the relevant international

agreement to the Russian Federation as a new subject of the Russian Federation.>%®

As it can be seen from the analysis provided in this and the previous chapter, it was
the pro-Russian elites in the Crimea who were responsible for the political decisions.
Due to the ethnic compositions of the population in the region, the structure of the
parliament was dominated by the pro-Russian parties and deputies. Thus, in 2010,
Party of Regions managed to obtain 80% of the seats in the Crimean parliament,
while Russian Unity got 3% of the votes. This secured the control over the decision
making process in the ARC. However, during the events of Maidan in Kyiv, the head
of the Crimean Council of Ministers Mogilyov (the Party of Regions) was substituted
with the more radical representative of the Russian Unity Sergey Aksyonov. In this
regard, from the neoclassical realist perspective, the domestic elites appeared to be
the factor that determined collaboration of the population with the Russian 'green
men' not the confrontation. As it was shown in the press release of the Supreme
Council of the ARC, the events in Ukraine posed a threat to the Crimea: the
nationalism of the rallies provoked the nationalism in the Crimea, on the one hand,
and the Russian actions, on the other. The numerous appeals of the Crimean

parliament were issued to mobilize population on the eve of the referendum.

5.5.4. Referendum of 16 March 2014 and the Russian Annexation of the Crimea

On March 14, 2014, the Constitutional Court of Ukraine ruled that the referendum
conducted in the Crimea was unconstitutional. However, the referendum was held on
the appointed day, in spite of the opposition of the authorities of Ukraine. According
to officially published figures, in the Crimea 96.77%° of the voters chose the first

paragraph of the bulletin "For the reunification of the Crimea with Russia on a

586 Jexnapanus o He3aBucumoctu ABToHOMHON Pecrry6nuku Kpeim u r. CeBacromnons 2014.
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subject of the Russian Federation", in Sevastopol this figure constituted 95.6%°,
Referendum results were approved by the Supreme Council and Sevastopol City
Council.According to the Constitution of Russia, the admission of new federal
subjects is governed by the federal constitutional law (Article 65.2). The law was
adopted in 2001, and it postulates that admission of a foreign state or its part into
Russia shall be based on a mutual accord between the Russian Federation and the
relevant state and shall take place pursuant to an international treaty between the two
countries; moreover, it must be initiated by the state in question, not by its
subdivision or by Russia.®® This law would have seemed to require that Ukraine

initiate any negotiations involving a Russian annexation of the Crimea.

Following the referendum, on March 18, 2014, Russian President VIadimir Putin
began the process of adoption.’® Thereafter, an intergovernmental agreement on the
adoption of the Crimean Republic to Russia®®* was signed, according to which, new
entities, Republic of the Crimea and the federal city Sevastopol were formed. The
Treaty entered into force on the date of ratification by the Federal Assembly on
March 21, but applied provisionally from the date of signing.On March 18, the
Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation received a request for verification of
compliance with the Constitution of the Russian Federation. The request has been

accepted for consideration without a public hearing.>%2

The perception of the referendum and the unification of the Crimea with Russia were

ambivalent. On the one hand, there were Russians who noted the following during
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the interview: "At the polling stations, there were crowds of people. They were
congratulating each other! I do not remember such a turnout in the Crimea for a
lifetime. | saw veterans who were crossing the ballotsand were cryingout of
happiness."®® At the same time, the representatives of the Crimean Tatar called it
'pseudo-referendum'™®* and the one where the military officers were observing.>%
Many interviewees noted the lack of understanding of the questions and situation in
the region in general by the Crimeans.>®As to the unification of the Crimea with
Russia, the Russians understood it as logical and right decision of the Crimeans®®’,
'the return to the motherland',*® while the Crimean Tatar respondents had negative
feelings about the issue.

5.5. Conclusion

Having analyzed recent developments in Ukraine, one can conclude the following.
From the neoclassical realist perspective, Ukrainian domestic developments as well
as the Ukraine's negotiations with the EU as to the DCFTA, with the Russian
Federation regarding the Customs Union appeared to be the independent variable that
defined the context of the Crimean separation. Here, one had to deal with the
subsystemic threat that was perceived as one coming from the Ukraine - EU

partnership.

At the same time, as the volume by Talliafero, Lobell, Ripsman suggest, the most
important appeared to be the perception of the international circumstances by the
domestic actors, as well as their impact on the decision making and the national
security decision as well. In this regard, the low commitment of the main political

actors to the formal procedures resulted in a weak institutionalization of these rules
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and the strengthening the power vertical by the president with a strong propensity for
non-institutional behavior. This also determined the poor development of the
democratic norms and procedures in Ukraine, and in the ARC correspondingly.
Furthermore, the lack of the legislative and the budget powers of the ARC defined
the lack of autonomy in the Crimea. Moreover, the absence of the provisions as to
the delineation of powers between center and the region worsened the tensions
between Kyiv and the Crimean government, especially in the period when the more
nationalistic and Western oriented government of Ukraine was trying to implement
its policies which contradicted to the interests of the Russian-speaking majority in
the Crimea and Eastern Ukraine. In such cases, Ukrainian government preferred to
back the Crimean Tatars in order to balance the pro-Russian groups. As it was seen
the pro-Russian political elites appeared to be the most influential and responsible for
the identification and assessment of the menace coming from the EuroMaidan. The
payoffs expected by the Crimean elites from the Russian side obviously would
overcome the losses of the voices from the Crimean Tatar segment of society; as well
as the costs of the empowerment of the pro-European, right-segment, backed by the
Crimean Tatar political forces would be high. Particular attention should be paid to
the Crimean media. Needless to stress the role they played in monitoring and
presenting the events in Ukraine. As it was shown, the military of Ukraine that was
being located in the Crimea immediately changed its loyalty and supported the 'green

men'.

As to the nation-building, which was particularly important for Ukraine considering
its Russian and the Crimean Tatar population after the dissolution of the USSR, the
inconsistent policies, the absence of the national minorities protecting legislation, the
failure to adopt the law on the regional languages resulted in the dissatisfaction with
the government of the Eastern and Southern regions. In fact, Ukrainian government
failed to construct the civic nation in the country that, under the conditions of the
political and economic crisis, defined the loyalty of these regions to the Russian
Federation. Consequently, the Ukrainian population that supported Maidan appeared
to be the 'Other' for the Russian-speaking Crimeans. The inability to conduct
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consistent foreign policy and neglect of the interests of the half of the population
aggravated existing contradictions. The domestic pro-Russian oriented group
managed to obtain the control over the security agenda in the Crimean parliament
that resulted in the election of Aksyonov. Additionally, through more than 20 years it
demonstrated electoral support and the single-issue orientation, although it was not

the unification with the Russian Federation.

Mismanagement during the political crisis, including legal provisions and violence
against the protestors, the escape of the president revealed the institutional weakness
of Ukraine, the lack of flexibility and the asymmetry with the domination of Kyiv in
the relations with the regions, especially with the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.
The absence of the strong central government and the inability of Kyiv to control the
whole territory of the country during the mass rallies made it possible for the Crimea
to conduct its own policy, such as the appointment of the new head of the Council of
Ministers of Crimea by the pro-Russian Supreme Council of the ARC. Economic
crisis that immediately followed the mass rallies in Ukraine worsened the domestic
turmoil: the economically strong Donets'’k and Luhans'k oblasts undertook the
decision to stop ‘feeding' the rest of Ukraine. These factors appeared to be crucial in
the separation of the Crimea, also supported by the Russian Federation's decision to
protect Russian-speaking Crimeans. The crisis in the Ukrainian politics appeared to
be challenge for the Crimea. Under these conditions, the Crimeans felt insecure as a

part of Ukraine and had to re-evaluate the possibility of the new statehood.

The situation got worse after the separation of Novorossiya (Donets'k and Luhans'k
oblasts) which put Ukraine to the edge of the civil war and the weakened
sovereignty.As a result, Ukraine considersthe Crimea as temporarily occupied
territory, and the military conflict in the Eastern regions is defined as anti-terroristic
operation which makes it impossible for Kyiv to control the whole territory of
Ukraine. Different military units, not subordinated to Kyiv are operating in the
Eastern part of Ukraine. In addition, an unbalanced relation with Russia which is
eager to use its economic and energy leverage deprives Kyiv the right to use severe
measures against the rebels of the East in order to preserve the territorial integrity.
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At the same time, it should be noted that this thesis does not disclaim the Russian
invasion into the territory of the Crimea, but rather discusses the response of the
Crimean and the regional elites to this incursion as well as the lack of the actions
from the Ukrainian side. The reaction and the behavior of the Crimeans are explained
from the domestic dynamics in Ukraine and in the region in this chapter, while the
following chapter concentrates on the role of the Russian Federation in the separation

of the Crimea, as well as the silent position of the international community.
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CHAPTER 6

INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT AND EXTERNAL FACTORS THAT LED TO
THE SEPARATION OF THE CRIMEA

6.1. Introduction

As it was recognized internationally, the Crimea was invaded and annexed by the
Russian Federation. However, apart from this, there were several external factors that
created the conditions for the separation of the region. The catalyst appeared to be
the Association Agreement of the European Union and the position of the NATO
during Ukrainian crisis. Employing the neorealist framework | argue that these two
issues created the conditions that can be treated as a systemic pressure or an
independent variable. The abrogation of the Association Agreement with the EU and
the response to it, Maidan, was considered as a threat to the stability and
development of the region, as it was presented in the press release of the Crimean
parliament. The latter, on behalf of the population, chose not even to bandwagon®®®
but to enter the Russian Federation. This became possible also due to the silent
position of the NATO block.

The first section of this chapter is devoted to the analysis of the Russian foreign
policy as to Ukraine, as well as the discourse on it. The significance of the
Association Agreement as well as its failure that resulted in the mass rallies in Kyiv
and other big cities of Ukraine will be analyzed in the second section of this chapter.
It will be followed by the study of the role of the NATO's enlargement and its silent
position during the Russian invasion into the Crimea. Besides, | will touch upon the
issues of the ambiguity of the international law regarding the right for self-
determination of the peoples and the respect to the territorial integrity of the states.

599 Mearsheimer, John (2001). The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. New York: W.W. Norton and Company:
163.
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6.2. Russian Foreign Policy Discourse and Implementation

For the understanding the incentives and the implications of the Russian policy
towards the Crimea in 2014, it is important to analyze Russian foreign policy
regarding the ex-Soviet republics, particularly Ukraine, the documental provision of
it, as well the importance of the post-Soviet region for Russia, particularly the
compatriots in the neighboring countries. Furthermore, the Russian-led formal
structure on the post-Soviet space, as well as the energy issue as the cornerstones of

the Russian policy deserves particular attention.

6.2.1. Documental provisions of the Russian Foreign Policy

The Russian government widely used the official documents to define the grounds of
its domestic and foreign policies. Thus, Dmitry Medvedev, in August 2008, during
his interview to one of the Russian channels maintained that the primary duty of the
Russian Federation is to guarantee peace and security in Eurasia, and defined the
region as the area of the primary importance for Russia.®® Vladimir Putin, in his
turn, summarized his ideas about the developments in Russia and Eurasia in the
essays and articles. Particularly, the sketch of the cooperation activities among the
former Soviet Union countries was presented by the Russian President in the
newspaper lzvestiya on October 3, 2011.5% Putin listed the advanatages of the
economic cooperation within the Eurasian economic space and presented the
timetable of the introduction of the main institutions. Being a bridge between Europe
and the Asian-Pacific region, the EurAsEc was called to secure the global
development along with the EU, USA, China and APEC. 802

600 Interview of the President of the Russian Federation Dmitri Medvedev. (2008, 30 August). Sochi. Retrieved
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The Military Doctrine of the Russian Federation adopted in February 2010, first of
all, declares the 'weakening of ideological confrontation' in the modern world while
still international system with its legal mechanisms are seen insufficient for
providing equal security for all states. This is followed by the list of the threats to the
Russian Federation, which includes

the desire to endow the force potential of the ... (NATO) with global
functions carried out in violation of the norms of international law and to
move the military infrastructure of NATO member countries closer to the
borders of the Russian Federation, including by expanding the bloc 6%

Besides, The Military Doctrine sees the threat for the RF in "the attempts of
individual states and regions to undermine strategic stability"; and "the deployment
of troop contingents of foreign states on the territories of states contiguous with the

Russian Federation and its allies".%%

Article 19 of the Doctrine pays attention to the collective security in the region. It is
designed to be strengthened by the efforts of the CSTO, CIS, OSCE and SCO.5% It is
noteworthy that according to Russian doctrinal documents, the Kremlin sees possible
threats from everywhere: NATO expansion, and its military bases in neighboring
countries; possible turmoil in Central Asia and Caucasus. Furthermore, the
placement of the military forces in Eastern Military District shows that China is also

seen as a danger for the country.5%

"The Program for Systematic Effective Use of Foreign Policy for the Long-Term
Development of the Russian Federation” issued in 2010, discusses the implications
of the global economic crisis on Russia, as well the neighboring and Western
countries and calls for the Western community to stop confrontation in order to build

closer economic ties. It stresses the need to use the foreign policy as a tool for
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modernization and foreign investment.®%” As it is known, modernization was the
cornerstone of the Medvedev's presidency, for instance the Skolkovo project. The
documents maintain the need to move beyond the energy based economy and nuclear
based military power. Despite the obvious liberal character it bear the pragmatic
character - the emphasis on the economic cooperation with the EU and the US reveal
the economic weakness of the Russian Federation and the need in foreign

investments.

2013 Foreign Policy Concept of the Russian Federation once again underlined the
importance of the regional cooperation for Russia. Eurasian Economic Community is
seen as having the prior significance for Moscow and as a 'key transit country'
between the European and the Asian-Pacific regions.®%® As Andrei Tsygankov
argues, Russia is trying to act globally merely in order to secure its regional great
power. %% This can be traced in the Article 4's provisions about "ensuring
comprehensive protection of rights and legitimate interests of Russian citizens and
compatriots residing abroad™; "promoting the Russian language and strengthening its
positions in the world", disseminating information on the achievements of the
peoples of Russia and consolidating the Russian diaspora abroad. Also, the
utilization of the 'soft power' concept allows conclusion about broadening interests
and tools of Moscow. 53 Articles of the document are devoted to the regional
cooperation, where the CIS and the Eurasian Economic Union are given priority.®°
One can see the interconnection of the economic and geopolitical issues in the

Russian foreign policies. In opinion of Dmitri Trenin, "modernization is basically a
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tool to reassert Russia's position and role in the world as a major power".5!! Leonid
Grigoriev, the member of the Valdai Club, the professor of the Higher School of
Economy in Moscow, maintains that the modernization is the necessary pre-
condition for the fostering integration on the post-Soviet space: only modernization
can allow the production of the certain types of goods as well as the creation of the
new work places.%!? Central place in the Russian foreign policy is given to the
Russian-speakers in the near abroad protection. This was seen in the case of Georgia

in 2008, as well as in the Crimea, and, later, in the Eastern regions of Ukraine.

Particular attention is paid to propaganda and mass media. As the Foreign Policy
Concept states, Russia will seek to

develop its own effective means of informational influence on the public
opinion abroad, to ensure strengthening of the position of the Russian
media in the global information space, providing them with the necessary
state support.5t®

This issue of the mass media, propaganda and public opinion formation will be
particularly important during the Ukrainian crisis when Kremlin will need to prepare
citizens to the invasion into the Crimea. Besides, the role of the media coverage of
the Ukrainian crisis during the intervention allowed scholars like Kuzio;®'* Erol and
Oguz;%*® Popescu;®® Kofman and Rojansky®!’ argue about the 'hybrid war' of Russia.

The new Foreign Policy Concept, issued on 1 December, 2016, 58 contains a

response to the consequences of the sanctions against Russian. Thus, the provision
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about the importance of strengthening "Russia's position in global economic
relations™ and preventing "any discrimination against Russian goods, services and
investments" was included in 2016.%%° Besides, Russia still declares its readiness to
assist neighboring states "in eliminating the existing and preventing the emergence of
the new hotbeds of tension and conflicts on their territory".5%

6.2.2. EurAsEc and the Customs Union

In the context of the Russo- Ukrainian relations, the cooperation within the Customs
Union can be regarded as an effort to involve Ukraine into the project especially
taking into the consideration the EU and NATO's march to the East.%%

Already on September 24, 1993, Agreement on the Establishment of the Economic
Union (i.e. higher form of the interstate integration, implying the existence of a
single economic space, harmonization of the fiscal and monetary policies of the
Member States and as a consequence of the introduction of the single currency) was
signed.®22 Abandoning a single socialist planned economy, the CIS countries decided
to unite their economies to the new market basis by successive passage of a number
of stages. On the first stage, free trade zone was to be created. In the second stage,
the plan envisaged the formation of the customs union. The third step is to catalog
the common market was to be formed, capital and labor, and the final (fourth) stage

was to be creation of the economic union.®23

It formed two camps, who had diametrically opposed visions of the Commonwealth.
If the first camp (Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan), spoke for deep integration and

pursued as the minimum objective the construction of the customs union, the second
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camp, whose members later formed the regional organization GUAM, considered the
CIS existence only as a form of the 'civilized divorce' and considered as the
maximum acceptable the creation of a free trade zone within the CIS (i.e., rule out
any form of political integration). By virtue of any contradictions between the CIS
countries in their totality could not even agree on the creation of the most elementary

forms.624

At the same time, in the mid-1990s, within the CIS a group of states, decided to
implement the provisions of the Treaty on economic union at least among
themselves. Thus, on January 6, 1995, Agreement on the Customs Union (CU)
between Russia and Belarus was signed®?> to which on January 20, 1995, Kazakhstan
joined, and on 29 March 1996 - Kyrgyzstan. The desire to provide a higher level
Integration was also reflected in the Treaty on the deepening of integration in
economic and humanitarian areas of 29 March 1996 which set a goal to create in the
long term "integrated community States through gradual deepening of integration in
the economy, science, education, culture, social services while respecting the

sovereignty of the Parties" 626

Despite the loud proclamations, the progress made by States towards building
Customs Union, however, was insignificant. Even the little that has been achieved,
could not resist the first serious test - the global financial crisis of 1998, when the CU
participating States saw only right way to solve their economic problems in the
construction of the protective barriers apart.®?” Another evidence of the existence of
the Customs Union on paper was that one of its members - Kyrgyzstan became a
WTO member individually in 1998.528 However, the result of the economic crisis

was not the final collapse of the emerging alliance and adoption on February 26,
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625 Cornamenue o TamoskeHHOM coro3e Mexkay Poccuiickoit @enepanueii u Pecniybnukoii Benapycs. (1995, 6
January). Retrieved from http://www.tsouz.ru/DOCS/INTAGRMNTS/Pages/Dogovor_06011995.aspx

626 Cormamenne o TamoxxeHHOM corose 1995: Art.1.
627 Kembaen 2011: 13.

628 Kyrgyz Republic and the WTO. Member Information. Retrieved from
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/countries_e/kyrgyz_republic_e.htm
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1999, Agreement on Customs Union and Common Economic Space,®?° under which
the parties undertook decision to complete the formation of customs union and go on
the next stage of integration - namely, to build Common Market.

At the same time it was obvious that the construction of a common economic space
requires a departure from the classical international legal decision-making methods
based on unanimity and sovereign equality of States. Achievement this goal required
new organizational and legal solutions, search for that was reflected in the signing of
the above five states on October 10, 2000, signed an Agreement on the establishment
of the Eurasian Economic Community (EurAsEC). ° EurAsEC justifiably be
described as the successor and continuer preceding it integration schemes, endowed
besides a number of progressive innovations. However, in the first years of its
existence the Community frankly mired. Evidence of this can be, for example, the
signing of the September 19, 2003 on the formation of the Agreement on Common
Economic Space (CES) between Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine.%3! In
their turn, Ukraine and Moldova were reluctant as to EurAsEc and the role of the
Russian Federation within it. Therefore they obtained the observer status in May
2002.%%2 The main purpose of this agreement is the creation of a free trade area
between the above-mentioned States (to which Ukraine has always sought), but at the
same time, the agreement provided for harmonization of macroeconomic policies and
the creation of conditions for free movement of goods, services, capital and labor
(i.e. the creation of a customs union and a common market, which has always been
the first objective Troika countries). The conclusion of this agreement is certainly

welcome, if only because the fact that it incorporates all of the most economically
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developed republics of the former plan THE USSR. However, it also indicated, and
that progress was made EurAsEC immaterial. If it were otherwise, it would only go
on the agreement between the Eurasian Economic Community and Ukraine on

building a free trade zone.

However, since the middle of the first decade of the new century, the situation
changed dramatically. Orange Revolution in the Ukraine, on the one hand, and the
rapid rise in energy prices, on the other hand, again EurAsEC made the most
promising integration union in the former Soviet Union. Member States of the
Central Asian Cooperation (CAC), after Uzbekistan announced its intention to join
the Eurasian Economic Community, in October 2005, adopted the decision to
disband the CAC and the implementation of its integration projects under the
auspices of the EAEC.%%

Another significant event in the history of development of integration processes in
the Eurasian space was the establishment on 12 January, 2006 of the Eurasian
Development Bank, the international financial organization, to promote economic
growth in member states, the expansion of trade and economic relations between
them and the development of integration processes in the Eurasian space.®®* Finally,
it should be noted the meeting of the supreme body of the EurAsEC - Interstate
Council, held on 6 October 2007, at which it was decided to complete the formation
of the Customs Union between the three most economically developed countries of

the alliance, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia, until 2011.6%°
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According to the estimations, provided Ukraine enters the Customs Union, apart
from the removal of the trade barriers and regulations, Ukraine's state revenues
would increase by $6.5-9 billion annually, which would translate into a rise in GDP
of 1.5- 2%. Moreover, Ukraine would be treated as a domestic consumer in Russia
which means the reduction of gas prices by $8 billion annually.®3® As to the gas
issue, Sureyya Yigit notes that the Eurasian Union is the demonstration of the smart
power of Russia, based on the energy importance - it can embrace the hard power -
military and payment along with the soft power of attraction to enhance the

cooperation in the region.®%’

Apart from the issue of the greater political influence of Russia within the Customs
Union, as well as the incompatibility of the Customs Union with the DCFTA, the
organization bears economic difficulties for Ukraine, such as the need to adjust its
bound tariffs, and the formation of the customs union between Ukraine, the WTO
member, and non-WTO members.%*® Moreover, according to Hartwell, including
Ukraine is not as necessary as adoption of the Central Asian republics. At the same
time, he explains the importance of Ukraine by its size (the second largest country in
the region); by the ability to bring the Customs Union goods to the European Union
acting as a conduit; by the diversified economy of the country that opens the way for
more effective trade.®*® These advantages for the Customs Union preclude the
disadvantages for Ukraine, such as the over-performing in trade with the CIS, while
neglecting the EU countries; the gas dependence on Russia and lesser orientation on
market reforms according to the EU sketch.54
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In their turn, Guillaume Van der Loo and Peter Van Elsuwege argue that Ukraine's
state revenues would increase by USD 6.5-9 billion annually, which would translate
into a rise in GDP of 1.52%.%! The success of the Eurasian Union depends on the
participation of Ukraine. For Ukraine, according to the authors, the Customs Union
treaty signed before the Association Agreement with the EU would mean the
necessity to implement common customs tariff with the members and adjust its
policies regarding the third countries. In this case, Ukraine would depend on Russia.
Besides, the bilateral DCFTA would be excluded: the agreement would be only
possible with the CU as a whole.®*? In case, if Ukraine concludes AA before the
Customs Union agreement, it would mean the legal deadlock for the country and the
inability to conduct the reforms. The most vulnerable sphere in Russia - Ukraine
relations is energy. As the numerous conflicts showed, this was an important tool of

bargaining in countries' relations.

6.2.3. Energy Security of Ukraine and Russia's Policies

Ukraine has been very vulnerable to the Russia's policies due to its energy
consumption issue. Ukraine consumed approximately 1.8 trillion cubic feet of natural
gas in 2012, with domestic production accounting for approximately 37% of the total
at 694 billion cubic feet. The remainder of supply is made up by Russian natural gas,
imported through the Bratstvo and Soyuz pipelines.®*® Ukraine has absorbed Russian
gas price increases from $50 to $355 per 1,000 cubic meters between 2000 and 2010.
Nevertheless, annual negotiations over the gas contracts continue to be
overshadowed by anger and accusations. The Ukrainian energy sector remains very
corrupt, and this factor reduces the ability of Ukraine's elites to act in unison toward
Moscow. Moreover, the leadership rivalry undermined Ukraine's leverages and lead
to angry exchanges inside Ukraine and between Russia and Ukraine.
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Ukraine has two strategic advantages over Russia: pipelines carrying 80% of the
Russian gas to Europe and storage facilities. However, the situation with the routes is
currently changing due to the North Stream pipeline, the first line of which was
inaugurated on November 8, 2011. The pipeline is to deliver natural gas from
Vyborg in Russia to Greifswald in Germany. The route bypasses Ukraine, and
therefore gives Russia more freedom in exporting its gas.®* Another pipeline that
bypasses Ukraine is South Stream which was to be completed by 2019 and deliver
natural gas through the Black Sea to Bulgaria and through Serbia, Hungary and

Slovenia further to Austria.®*

Following the Orange Revolution in Ukraine, the gas issue became very acute. Thus,
gas disputes of 2008-2009 were remarkable for both countries. The cuts of the gas
supplies resulted in the EU's mistrust to both countries as unreliable partners in the
field of energy. At that time, Tymoshenko and Putin managed to agree on the 20%
gas discount for Ukraine for 2009. However, in 2010, the price would increase to the
European rates and Ukraine was to increase the tariffs for its population. 84
Nevertheless, Ukraine received a 30% discount for gas in exchange of the
prolongation of the agreement on the Russian Black Sea Fleet deployment in
Sevastopol. In accordance with 2010 Kharkiv treaty, the Russian fleet is to remain in
the Crimea until 2042.%4

It is noteworthy, that the Russia's reluctance to revise the gas treaties was defined by
the idea of the control over the Ukrainian pipeline system that was clearly seen in
Putin's statement about the merger of Gazprom and Naftogaz, and the pressure on
Ukraine to enter the Customs Union.®* According to Sureyya Yigit's estimations,

prior to domestic crisis of 2013, Ukraine’s energy security strategy based on two
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options. The first one - the prospect to receive cheaper Turkmen gas would convince
Russia to reduce the price for Ukraine from the present $430 bum to $280 bum.
However, due to the necessity to use the Russian transition system for the delivery of
the Turkmen gas made this option very unlike. Besides, the transportation cost would
make the price of this gas similar to the one Russia offers. The second option, in
opinion of Yigit, would be the establishment of the Russian-Ukrainian which could
utilize the Ukraine's transportation system and owned by Kyiv. It is through

cooperating with Gazprom that Ukraine hopes to be offered the price of $280.54°

December 2013 gas agreements secured a Russian bailout of the Ukrainian economy
that included the buyback of $15 billion in Ukrainian and a 33% gas discount, with
the new price constituting $268.50 per thousand cubic meters. However, even these
provisions could slightly guarantee the energy security of Ukraine. The weakness of
Naftogaz, its chronic and growing debt to Gazprom and domestic lenders, the change
of the transit pipeline to the Northern Stream, and Russia's import sanctions to the
Ukrainian goods present the real energy and economic leverage of Russia over
Ukraine.®® Finally, recent discoveries of shale gas deposits in Ukraine provide the
country with a possible means to diversify its natural gas supplies away from Russia.
In January 2013, Shell agreed to explore an area which the government estimates
holds about 4 Tcf of shale natural gas in reserves. Current plans include development
of shale gas resources for domestic consumption and exports to Western Europe by
2020.%%!

6.2.4. Russian Intervention during the Ukrainian Crisis and the Annexation of the

Crimea

While the fifth chapter of the thesis was devoted to the separation of the Crimea,

including the issue of the Russian invasion into the territory of the Crimea, this
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section will draw attention to the peculiarities of the Russian invasion. The issues
raised by the Crimean campaign provoked the splash of the articles on the topic. The
authors tend to neglect the regional peculiarities, rather paying attention to the
Ukrainian and Russian foreign policies. Needless to say that the leading approach in
the analysis of the case appears to be realist. For instance, realists are discussing the
restoration of the empire within the Russian Federation, not necessarily the USSR.

652

Thus, Aurel Braun as well as Michael Rywkin,®>“ point out the conservatism of

Putin's thinking:

He wants to rebuild what he considers nineteenth-century Russia's
grandeur in the former soviet space, but he doesn't want to acknowledge
the obstacle to such a desire posed by Russia's failing economic
monoculture, the corrosiveness of his country's endemic corruption, or the
fact that, while he might manage to swallow Ukraine, actually digesting
its political activism would, ironically, deeply threaten his hold on
power. 553

The idea of the revival of the USSR is touched upon by Jeffrey Mankoff.%>* He
argues that before the Crimea, Russia felt free to intervene the frozen conflict in the
former Soviet republics, if its influence in the region was challenged, using the aim
to protect compatriots. This flexible term was adjusted to the foreign policies of
Kremlin correspondingly. Thus, Russia intervened Azerbaijan, Moldova, Georgia but
left apart Central Asian republics, giving them no strategic significance. However, in
the case of the Crimea, the intervention was followed by the annexation of the region
that bolstered Ukrainian nationalism and drew the country away from the Eurasian

economic cooperation projects.®>

Jeffrey Gedmin, in his analysis, argues that the foreign policy was utilized by the
Russian leader in order to strengthen his authoritarian power in Russia.®®® This idea

is supported by the surveys conducted in Russia shortly after the Crimean campaign
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by the Levada center and VCIOM that reveal the euphoria of the citizens about the
annexation of the Crimea and support to the president. According to their estimates,
the Russians felt dizzy about the Crimea that became the part of the Russian

Federation, the same was noted shortly after the war in Georgia.

In his recent article for Foreign Affairs, Michael McFaul is cautious to call Putin's
policies realist. Instead, he argues that the Ukrainian crisis is not about the
contradiction between NATO and Russia, but "about Putin and his unconstrained,
erratic adventurism”, which gains, however, are very limited. Russia's actions in the
Crimea only "forge a stronger, more unified, and more pro-Western identity among
Ukrainians". This made it easier for Ukraine to make its choice of the EU, not the
Eurasian Union. At the same time, Belarus and Kazakhstan, who always have been
concerned about the Eurasian Union, became even less enthusiastic. Finally, "Putin
has strengthened NATO, weakened the Russian economy, and undermined
Moscow's international reputation as a champion of sovereignty and
noninterference”.®>” Stephen Blank, in his turn, analyzes Ukrainian crisis from the
neo-realist perspective and gives recommendations for the US in terms of possible
actions of Russia in Caucasus and Central Asia. The expert says that the Russian
legislation allows the president to send the military aid in order to protect the
compatriots in the near abroad without the consent of the State Duma. Therefore, in
Central Asia, the Caucasus, and Eastern Europe, the similar situation may happen
due to the variety of threat and they require sustained U.S. attention and even

sometimes intervention.%%8

This ideology and doctrine of Kremlin contains the vision of Russia as a 'civilization-
state’, based on the traditional values; the leading role in the post-Soviet economic
integration; and the desire to defend the 'Russian World'.%%° This view is supported
by Michael Rywkin, who argues that Putin utilizes the myths of the Moscow as a
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Third Rome and 'elder brother' in order to fill the ideological vacuum of 1990s and
contrast the Messianism of Russia to the US' multiculturalism.®®° Such ideology can
be called 'marketable'®®! and, according to Kaylan, it moved from anti-Americanism
to 'discernible, exportable, full-fledged... conservatism' based on 'populist tricks', and
the promotion of Orthodoxy that could keep him in power.%%? Special role is ascribed
to the spirituality of the Russians represented by the Orthodox Church, as a contrast
to de-Christianized West,*® which provokes the opposition of the Russian values to

the Western ones.

The nationalistic rhetoric is closely related to ideology. The former was particularly
chosen by Kremlin during the last 15 years. It is engaged in various forms in
different campaigns of the former, representing a good example of the nationalism
mobilization. For instance, in his appeal to the Russian Parliament on 18 March,
2014, Putin underlined that the Crimea has always been the part of Russia in the
hearts and minds of the people and stressed the only possibility for Russia during the
Ukrainian crisis: "Naturally, we could not leave this plea unheeded; we could not
abandon Crimea and its residents in distress. This would have been betrayal on our
part.” However, this was followed by the pragmatic desire to control the region:
"Crimea is our common historical legacy and a very important factor in regional
stability. And this strategic territory should be part of a strong and stable sovereignty,

which today can only be Russian."6*

The nationalistic discourse was used post hoc as well: for justification of the actions
on the Crimea. This view is supported by Laruelle,%®® Hansen®®, Rotaru.%®’ Hansen
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points out the construction of the minimum action space: "Putin framed himself into
a corner from which there was only one way out — and that was through the door
leading to Crimea".®% This was possible due to the use of the state sponsored media,
while the audience was expected to draw conclusions about the proposed dichotomy
of 'enemy - rescuer'. Legitimization discourse contained the references to the UN
Charter, Kosovo case, and the right to self-determination. As Rotaru notes, in doing

so, Moscow was mimicking the West's rhetoric.%%

The analysts also admit the role of the combined with the populist discourse of the
‘rescuer’ in Russia. The combination of the conventional, irregular and cyber warfare
allowed some scholars to use the notion ‘hybrid war'. While this thesis does not seek
to analyze the warfare, the media, as an important element of the state power in
neoclassical realist perspective. It is resembled in the 2013 Russian Foreign Policy

Concept:

Russia will seek to ... strengthen the role of Russian mass media in the
international information environment providing them with essential state
support, as well as actively participate in international information
cooperation, and take necessary measures to counteract information
threats to its sovereignty and security.60

The importance of the support for media is stressed by the 2016 Foreign Policy
Concept. The role of the Russian media is underlined by many scholars: it pictured
the 'Other' that was the Ukrainian nationalists and activists, it formed the public
opinion in the way that Russia had no other choice except of the protection the
compatriots, it justifies the policy makers. In their research of the Russian media,
Stephen Hutchings and Joanna Szostek analyzed the Russian media outlets. They
argued that the media cannot be treated as puppets in the Kremlin's hands, Rather

than a passive tool in the Kremlin's hands, but they rather serve as an active agent.
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Besides, they reflect rather the Russia's perception of threat to the Russian status as a
great power, and struggling to be seen as a truly European nation as a contrast to the
American hegemony.®* The cleavages in the Russian media were examined by
Alexander Graef.®’? Graef distinguished two camps in the media outlets. One of
them, the scholar argues, included mostly state-sponsored channels therefore tried to
justify the annexation of the Crimea and conflict in the Eastern Ukraine. Another
camp, according to Graef, is represented by the liberal media that stood against the

Putin's policies as well as against the corrupt Yanukovych's regime.®”

As to the perception of the situation in the Crimea in February - March 2016 by the
ordinary people, it can be said that the Ukrainian and the Crimean Tatars in the
Crimean see the situation as the Russian invasion. "4 Those who identified
themselves as Russians and supported the annexation of the Crimea insist on the
expression of the free will of the Crimeans, as it was discussed in the previous
chapter. At the same time, the residing in Kerch couple remembered the tanks
coming from the Southern Russia through the ferry boats.®” They also note the
presence of militants at the polling stations during the referendum.®”® The intrusion
into the Crimea seems to be logical continuation of the Russian policies in the post-
Soviet space. However, the EU and, more importantly, Northern Alliance's policies

in the region jeopardized Kremlin.
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6.3. The EU Policies

In November 2013, Ukrainian president Yanukovych took decision to suspend the
negotiations with the European Union on the Association Agreement. This became
the impulse for the mass rallies in Ukraine. The discussion of the European Union
and its significance for Ukraine deserves special attention in this chapter.

6.3.1. EU - Ukraine Relations. Negotiations on the EU - Ukraine Association
Agreement and the DCFTA

Ukraine in the first half of the 1990s, declared the course of the European
integration. Ukraine's foreign policy concept was formulated in the Resolution of the
Verkhovna Rada "On the main directions of foreign policy of Ukraine™ dated July 2,
1993.577 The decree stated that "the long-term goal of Ukraine's foreign policy is
membership in the European Community.” The first document that established the
cooperation between the EU and Ukraine was the Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement (PCA) signed in 1994 and entered into force in 1998.6’® The document
which was to be renewed automatically each 10 years required revision due to
Ukraine's acceptance to the WTO.%”® Moreover, the sensitive goods including textile,
steel and coal were excluded from the Agreement. The document did not contain any
concrete provisions as to the establishment of the free trade zone or any regional
integration plan, therefore was considered by the analysts as a declaration of
intent.%8° Nevertheless, the PCA underlined the importance of bringing the Ukrainian
legislation to the European standards.
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In 2004, the European Neighborhood Policy was initiated by the EU with the goal to
promote prosperity, stability and security in its neighborhood by means of reforms.%8
However, the lack of concrete provisions and the membership perspective, very
abstract goals of the ENP has limited its impact in Ukraine, on opinion of Kataryna
Wolczuk. She argued that the ENP had had an overall weak mobilizing effect on the
political elites of the country. The prospect for membership was the motivating factor
for the Ukrainian government after 2004, and it took the decision to implement the
reforms. Wolczuk argues, this was a decisive factor for the proceeding with the
negotiations under the ENP.%% It is noteworthy, that, after the Orange Revolution,
the relations between the EU and Ukraine received new impulse. New member states
of the Central and Eastern Europe contributed to the negotiation process, particularly
the recognition of the processes in Ukraine. However, the response of the EU was
modest and vague. This can be attributed to the different standpoints among the
member states. Thus, while Poland and the Baltic States stood for the closer relations

with Ukraine, larger old members were against the confrontation with Russia.53

In 2008, the European Union established the Eastern Partnership that aimed at
political association and the economic integration.®®* The EaP envisaged economic
integration of the countries, has mobility and security as its goals and recognizes
"commitments to the rule of law, good governance, respect for human rights, respect
for and protection of minorities, and the principles of the market economy and
sustainable development"®® as the fundamental conditions of the proceeding the
negotiations. The documents did not contain the timetable of the negotiations, but it
declared the 450 million euro funding for 2008, with the possibility to raise it up to
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785 million euro, in 2013.%%¢ The detailed program of the reforms and main spheres
of cooperation was provided in EU-Ukraine Action Plan, concluded in 2005. This
Action Plan gave Ukraine the opportunity to move from the abstract cooperation to a
significant degree of the economic integration, including the stake at the EU internal
market.%8” The priorities of the Action Plan are the strengthening democracy and the
rule of law; ensuring the democratic conduct of 2004 presidential and 2006
parliamentary elections; the accession of Ukraine to the WTO; gradual removal of
the trade barriers; improving the investment climate; and the approximation of the

Ukrainian legislation to the European norms. 58

The Action Plan became a blueprint for the action of the Ukrainian government and
officials that contained precise and clear set of reform suggestions. Moreover, it
envisaged the enclave of bureaucracy that would be responsible for the
implementation of the AP. This meant the constant expertise in all the spheres as
well as the opportunity for the EU to observe the performance of the Ukrainian party.
In this regard, the AP became the road map for the team work of the Ukrainians and
the EU.%° The Action Plan was replaced by the Association Agenda in November
2009 that aimed at facilitating the completion of the EU-Ukraine Association
Agreement.®® In 2006, the EU announced its intention to negotiate the establishment

of the deep and comprehensive free trade area with Ukraine.%%

In October 2011, the EU and Ukraine finalized their negotiations on the Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area as part of the Association Agreement. However, the
EU poses several conditions to the Ukrainian leadership. Thus, the EU Trade

Commissioner Karel De Gucht declared that "it is up to the Ukrainian leadership to
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create the political conditions wherein this deal can materialize”. %2 As it was
discussed in the previous chapter, the major concern of the European officials was
the case of imprisoned Yuliya Tymoshenko, the former Prime Minister and the
leader of opposition. In this regard, the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton
has warned that the Tymoshenko case would affect the EU-Ukraine relations insofar
as her trial "did not respect international standards as regards fair, transparent and
independent legal processes".®® Finally, after the several delays, the EU and Ukraine

initialed the Association Agreement on 14 September, 2012.5%

The significance of the Association Agreement between the EU and Ukraine is the
lifting the trade barriers and regulations that would open the way for movement of
products and capitals. Two issues were the areas of the most concern of the parties;
they were gas and agricultural production. The impact of the protectionism on the
agricultural sector of Ukraine was discussed in Chapter 5. Furthermore, the analyses
based on the simulation of the free trade zone revealed the opportunities as well as
the challenges for the agricultural producers of both partners. Thus, Nekhay et.al.
show that the EU would actually increase net exports of wheat while net imports of
coarse grains would decrease. This is an opportunity for producers in the EU,
however, it poses a challenge for the Ukrainian agricultural sector, as it could try to
enhance productivity and further exploit their natural comparative advantages in the
production of these commodities. Nevertheless, in order to use the potential benefits
of a FTA, Ukraine has to correspond to the quality standards of the EU,®% which is
hardly possible in the near future.
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A comprehensive evaluation of the consequences of the EU - Ukraine Association
was published by the Russian Council of the Civil Initiatives headed by the former
Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin in June 2014.5% Thus, according to the document,
the annual loss of Ukraine on creation of a free trade area with the EU and reduce the
level of trade and economic relations with Russia and the Customs Union would
amount to $33 billion, or 19% of the Ukrainian GDP. At the amount of the losses the
authors of the report included a possible reduction in export revenue, attracted
foreign investment and migration income, and rising gas prices, along with the
reduce of its transit, tourism decrease, etc. To sum up, the authors estimate that “the
implementation of shock scenarios for the Russian-Ukrainian relations ... will cost
Ukraine $ 100 billion™. The authors do not disclose the technique but the final figure
is perplexity. In 2013, the volume of trade between Ukraine and the EU totaled US $
43.8 billion, and with Russia - 38.3 billion and these numbers are not correlated with
the said sum of the loss of Ukraine equal almost 60% of its GDP, in the case of an
FTA with the European Union. With less methodologically point of view, the main

flaw of the report is that it lacks analysis and calculations.®’

6.3.2. Ensuring Energy Security

As it was discussed in the previous section of this chapter, Ukraine is the transit
country which delivers Russian natural gas to Europe. The 2005 - 2006 and 2008 -
2009 gas conflicts between Russian and Ukraine revealed the unreliable nature of
these countries as the partners. The EU decided to decrease its dependence on the
Ukrainian transit routes. The Yamal pipeline, a joint Russia-EU project, was the first
attempt of the parties to decrease their dependence on the Ukraine's transit system. It

started to transport natural gas from the Siberian fields to Western Europe through
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Belarus, Poland, and Slovakia, in 1999.5% As a result, Russia managed to lessen its

dependence on Ukraine by 14%.6%°

One of the most important projects in this regard is the Nord Stream pipeline which
delivers from Russian Vyborg to Greifswald on the German coast through the Baltic
Sea. Germany's dependence on Moscow is high: the country sources 36% of its
natural gas imports and 39% percent of its oil imports from Russian energy
suppliers;’®therefore it became the target for the Russians. The transportation of the
gas through the Line 1 of the Nord Stream began in November 2011, the Line 2
started to be utilized in October 2012.7%

Since 2002, the Blue Stream pipeline which delivers the natural gas from Russia to
Turkey through the Black Sea.’®® This project gave access to the Turkish market,
which, at the time, seemed important. Even though Russia's exports via this pipeline
are growing, its capacities, nevertheless, have remained underused, as Russia
overestimated the gas demands of the Turkish market and disagreements with Turkey

arose in 2003. Nevertheless, this can change in the future.

Another important project is the South Stream pipeline. The total length of the gas
transmission system will account for 2446 kilometers. The project requires that 10
compressor stations are constructed. The project execution period is from September
2010 to December 2019. There are several options of the South Stream route across
the Black Sea. At the moment, the route passing through the exclusive economic
zones of Russia, Turkey and Bulgaria is being worked out as a primary one.”® If

these projects are implemented, according to different estimates, as soon as 2015
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Russia would be able to reduce its dependence on transit services of Ukraine to a

large extent or even to provide its EU customers (as of 2007), completely bypassing
it.704

The energy partnership within the EU-Russia Energy Dialogue which was initiated in
2000 aims at improving the investment opportunities in the energy sector to ensure
continued energy production, to secure and expand transportation infrastructure as
well as to reduce the environmental impact. Besides, the parties seek to encourage
the opening up of the energy markets, to facilitate the market penetration of more
environmentally friendly technologies and energy resources, and to promote energy
efficiency and energy savings on the way to a low-carbon economy. Following the
gas dispute from 2009, the EU and Russia established an Early Warning Mechanism.
This instrument ensures rapid communication and aims to prevent further supply
interruptions in the field of gas, oil or electricity.’® On 22 March 2013, in Moscow,
the Coordinators of the EU-Russia Energy Dialogue Oettinger (Member of the
European Commission for Energy) and Novak (Minister of Energy of the Russian

Federation) signed the "Roadmap EU-Russia Energy Cooperation until 2050".7%

However, after the Russian-Ukraine energy conflicts the EU realized not only the
necessity to diversify pipeline routes, but the sources of supply as well. The EU
turned to Central Asia, Caucasus and North Africa, although Russia was trying to
counteract to this. Since 1990s Ukraine and the EU are trying to implement projects
that would decrease that dependence of the European countries on the Russian gas.
One of the first projects was a White Stream pipeline which was to deliver natural
gas from the Caspian region through Georgia and Black Sea to Europe. In 2008, it

was included into the Southern Corridor project.”®’

704 Kropatcheva, E. (2011). Playing both ends against the middle: Russia's geopolitical energy games with the EU
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Another project was Odessa - Brody pipeline, which was to connect the Caspian
region with the terminal Pivdenniy near Odessa, linked to Southern Druzhba
pipeline, owned by UkrtransNafta, the subsidiary of Naftogaz.”® This pipeline was
planned to be extended to Polish city Plock. However, Russia, willing to impede the
Ukraine - EU collaboration pushed Kazakhstan to announce the lack of fuels to
deliver. At the same time, Russia proposed to deliver the natural gas to Europe

through the Black Sea, and the EU found itself dependent on Russia again.

Besides, in 2007, Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Georgia and Azerbaijan established a
venture to connect Odessa - Brody pipeline to Plock, and the EU agreed to provide a
financial support for this project.’®

6.3.3. Cancellation of the Agreement

On 21 November 2013, Verkhovna Rada during the voting on legislation which
would allow the jailed ex-Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko failed to pass the bill
due to the position of the ruling Party of Regions and Ukrainian Communist Party
which abstained from voting. "*° Earlier, the EU demanded from Ukrainian
government to allow Tymoshenko going to Germany for medication as a prerequisite
for the signing free trade agreement.’!

The same day, Cabinet of Ministers issued decree which suspended the negotiations
on the Association Agreement with the EU. The document aimed at achieving higher
trade volumes with the CIS countries, particularly with the Russian Federation.
Moreover, the document orders to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs along with the
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Ministry of Economic Development and Ministry of Industrial Policy to propose to
the EU and Russian Federation conducting negotiations on trade and economic
cooperation. The main emphasis was made on the strengthening the relations with
the Customs Union.”*2 However, as one can note this document was Yanukovych's
attempt to play with the EU and Russia at the same time, and not taking into
consideration the lust to Europe of the Western Ukraine's population appeared to be
very risky. On the very same day, 21 November, Kyiv was flood with the protestors

against Yanukovych's government.

Needless to say that Ukrainians would benefit from the Association Agreement. The
institutional reforms envisaged by the EU would allow economic benefits by means
of the improving business and investment climate, minimize corruption and
bureaucracy. The quality of life as well the quality of products would improve due to
the need competitiveness. Besides, judicial reforms, environment protection would
be an important part of the reforms. According to latest estimates, a deep and
comprehensive FTA, inclusive of regulatory reforms, can bring about welfare gains
of 4.3% of GDP in the medium-term and 11.8% in the long term.”*3 The perception
of the DCFTA had been ambiguous. In terms of the pros and cons, Elena Gnedina
and Evghenia Sleptsova argued that, first of all, Ukrainian elites had not been
prepared for the completion of the document insofar as reforms and greater
transparency would affect them, especially those determined as The Family.
Secondly, the authors mention the costs of the adaptation to the EU legislation.
Besides, the competition that Ukrainians producers could have faced on the

European market could have negatively impact their business.’!4

Starting from the end of 2009, the share of the Ukrainians who consider the relations

with the European countries as the main priority has constantly increased: from
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around 23% in 2009 to around 36% in 2012. This new trend can be observed in all
regions of Ukraine (to a greater or lesser extent, depending on the region). In 2011
and 2012, for the first time in many years, in Ukraine as a whole, the share of the
population that ranks relations with European countries as the main priority is higher
(38.2% in 2011, 36.7% in 2012) than the proportion of Ukrainians that consider that
relations with Russia should be the main foreign policy priority (35.3%, 31%).”*° As
Armandon noted, in the minds of citizens, the characteristics that best represent the
EU include economic prosperity (72%), human rights (62%), democracy (55%), and
peace and security (51%).7°

While the EU had economic and political plans as to Ukraine, the Northern Alliance
was perceived by the Russian policy-makers as the threat to its security and its

interests in the Eurasia.

6.4. Role of NATO in the Crisis and the Silent Position of the West

Some analysts perceive that the NATO's expansion eastward facilitated the
imperialistic policy of Russia in the near abroad: the war in Georgia and the
annexation of the Crimea. Others argue it was the non-interference of the Western
countries during the political crisis in Ukraine that allowed Russia to invade the
Crimea. This section seeks to analyze the policies of NATO, US and the United

Nations Organization as factors that contributed to the separation of the Crimea.

6.4.1. NATO Eastern Enlargement and Alliance’s Standpoint during the Crisis

John J. Mearsheimer in his recent article for Foreign Affairs "Why the Ukraine Crisis
is the West's Fault" argues that the United States and its European allies share most
of the responsibility for the crisis. NATO's enlargement and its strategy to decrease

Russian influence on Ukraine became the decisive factor of the Russian politics,

15 Armandon, E. (2013). Popular assessments of Ukraine's relations with Russia and the European Union under
Yanukovych. Demokratizatsiya, 21(2): 289.

716 Armandon 2013: 298.

206



whereas the EU's DCFTA negotiations and the role of these institutions during the
Orange Revolution also facilitated Russia's policies as to the Crimea. Russia has
always opposed to the NATO's enlargement in its territory but the overthrow of the
legally elected acting president Yanukovych became the last point for Kremlin.
Russian leadership took a decision to demarcate its zone of prior interest and annex
the region of the possible deployment of the NATO's troops.”*” On 17 April, 2014
Putin announced: "when the infrastructure of a military bloc is moving toward our
borders, it causes us some concerns and questions. We need to take some steps in
response.”"’*8 This view is shared by Edward W. Walker who discussed the NATO
enlargement and crisis in Ukraine and came up with the following conclusion.
According to his findings, new Ukrainian government was perceived by Kremlin as
the one that would seek partnership with the EU, instead of the Customs Union.
Therefore, Moscow policy makers decided to respond with the intrusion into the

Crimea and destabilization of the Eastern regions of the country.’*°

The first round of enlargement took place in 1999 and brought in the Czech
Republic, Hungary, and Poland. The second occurred in 2004; it included Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia. This provoked serious
concerns of the Russian leadership, particularly regarding the further movement of
the bloc. Thus, during the Bucharest Summit of 2008, Putin said that "the appearance
of a powerful military bloc on our borders will be taken by Russia as a direct threat
to the security of our country™.”® The reason of this was the following declaration of
the summit: "NATO welcomes Ukraine’s and Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations

for membership in NATO. We agreed today that these countries will become
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members of NATO.""?! The further enlargement to the East and its entering into the
zone of the prior interest of the Russian Federation was perceived as a threat by the

Kremlin.

However, it was not Putin who firstly expressed his concern about the NATO's
enlargement. In 1997, during Helsinki Summit, President Boris Yeltsin expressed his
worry about the alliance's policies: "We believe that the eastward expansion of
NATO is a mistake and a serious one at that. Nevertheless, in order to minimize the
negative consequences for Russia, we decided to sign an agreement with NATO"."?2
Then, in 1997, Yeltsin accepted as inevitable the fact that NATO will enlarge

eastward and accept Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic.

The Bucharest Summit declaration of 2008 became a mile-stone of the Russian
policy in the near abroad. August 2008 war in Abkhazia and South Ossetia proved
that Kremlin will not abandon its strategic interests in Ukraine and Georgia. Despite
the desire of the Georgian president Saakashvili to bring his country to the Alliance,
Putin "sought to keep Georgia weak and divided -- and out of NATO".”?® In August
2008, when the conflict arose, Medvedev was hesitating to start the military
campaign whereas Putin directly announced the beginning of the war. %
Nevertheless, the expansion of NATO continued, and 2009 Strasbourg Summit
welcomed Croatia and Albania (Article 2) and reaffirmed the desire to accept
Ukraine and Georgia (Article 29).7%

The EU enlargement also disturbed the Russian leadership. Thus, as a response to the

Eastern Partnership Initiative announced in 2008, at the EU-Russia summit in

721 Bucharest Summit Declaration Issued by the Heads of State and Government participating in the meeting of
the North Atlantic Council in Bucharest. (2008, 3 April 2008). Retrieved from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_8443.htm

22 Lippman T. W. Clinton, Yeltsin Agree on Arms Cuts and NATO. (1997, 22 March). Washington Post Foreign
Service, Page A0l
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724 Pytin Says “War Has Started,’ Georgia Claims Invasion (Update4). (2008, 8 August). Bloomberg.

725 Kehl Summit Declaration Issued by the Heads of State and Government participating in the meeting of the
North Atlantic Council in Strasbourg. Kehl, Press Release (2009, 4 April) Retrieved from
http://www.nato.int/cps/uk/natolive/news_52837.htm
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Khabarovsk Medvedev said EU officials had "failed to persuade” him that it was not
harmful to Russian interests. "What confuses me is that some states ... see this
partnership as a partnership against Russia," he said.”?® Needless to say that Russia
reacted negatively on the Kosovo's declaration of independence backed up by the
European Union. In April 2008, during a joint news conference with visiting Greek

Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis in Moscow, Putin said that

The Russian position has not changed. We believe that the unilateral
declaration of Kosovo's independence is unjust and illegitimate. We
consider it unacceptable to say that it just happened to turn out that way.
It did not just happen by itself, it happened with active support from some
members of the international community. We don't understand why
people who fight for independence in some regions of the world are
considered independence fighters, while in other regions, under the same
conditions, they are called separatist while action is urged against them.”?

In this regard, the EU and NATO enlargement, and their democracy promotion that
for Russia meant the interference into the domestic affairs of the countries in the near
abroad, was a stimuli for Russia to protect its interest in this area. The invasion into

the Crimea became an action for this.

It is noteworthy that NATO tried to co-opt Moscow. Thus, in 2002, NATO - Russian
Council was established.”?® As it was said in the NATO - Russia Rome Summit

declaration, the meeting

marks a new stage, even a revolution, in the relationship between the
North Atlantic Alliance and the Russian Federation. Today, in creating
this Council at 20, we give new meaning to the cooperation between the
Alliance and Russia. As from today, Russia will be directly associated
with formulating our answers to new threats against stability and peace, in
Europe and in the rest of the world.”>®

To further mollify Russia, the United States announced in 2009 that it would deploy

its new missile defense system on warships in European waters, at least initially,
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727 Russia steadfast on Kosovo, says Putin. (2008, 29 April). BETA. Retrieved from
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rather than on Czech or Polish territory. But these provisions did not change Russia's

position as to NATO's enlargement.

Russian analyst Alexander Lukin, is thinking similar to Mearsheimer, maintaining
that the seeds of the Ukrainian crisis should be searched in the Cold War period
when the United States acted according to the zero-sum mindset. Presidents Bill
Clinton and George W. Bush fostered the NATO's enlargement and provoked the
severe response from Russia, which was the Georgian war. The annexation of the
Crimea, in opinion of Lukin, was the response to the aspiration of the majority of its
residents as well as the desire of the NATO to deploy its navy in the Black Sea.
Important drivers were also the need to protect the Russian speakers as well as the
rejection of the unipolar world by the Russian leadership.”*® However, one of the
most provocative analyses on the topic has been made by Stephen Cohen. His vision
of the Ukrainian crises has been criticized on the grounds of justification of the
Russian invasion into the territory of Ukraine. He summarizes the factors of the
crises in five points, arguing that Ukraine has always been two nations in one state.
In thi regard, the EU proposal is seen as provocative and forcing the torn country to
choose between two options. Besides, he states that since 1990, the US
administration has been treated Russian as a defeated nation and this affected NATO
enlargement: the Alliance used to non-reciprocal negotiations and started entering

into the Russia's traditional spheres of influence.”!

Walter Russel Mead analyzes the role of NATO in terms of geopolitics. He defines
Russian policy as revisionist and argues that Putin hope that decline of the US and
NATO will help him to reorder its region of influence. Revisionist powers, he says,
"Rather than challenge the status quo head on, they seek to chip away at the norms

and relationships that sustain it". Mead maintains that Putin

...has stopped NATO expansion dead in its tracks. He has dismembered
Georgia, brought Armenia into his orbit, tightened his hold on the

730 Lukin, A. (2014). What the Kremlin Is Thinking: Putin's Vision for Eurasia. Foreign Affairs, 93(4): 85.
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Crimea, and, with his Ukrainian adventure, dealt the West an unpleasant
and humiliating surprise. From the Western point of view, Putin appears
to be condemning his country to an ever-darker future of poverty and
marginalization. But Putin doesn't believe that history has ended, and
from his perspective, he has solidified his power at home and reminded
hostile foreign powers that the Russian bear still has sharp claws.”?

The NATO's involvement into Ukrainian crisis and its concerns as to the Russian
invasion into the Crimea was narrowed down to the statements of the Alliance
officials. Thus, on 16 March, the North Atlantic Council considered the so-called
referendum held on 16 March in Ukraine's Autonomous Republic of the Crimea to
be both illegal and illegitimate.”® Following the annexation of the Crimea, on 1
April, 2014, during the meeting of the NATO foreign ministers it was announced that
the Alliance "decided to suspend all practical civilian and military cooperation
between NATO and Russia. Our political dialogue in the NATO-Russia Council can
continue, as necessary, at the Ambassadorial level and above, to allow us to
exchange views, first and foremost on this crisis".”** "I urge Russia to step back and
not escalate the situation in east Ukraine,” NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh

Rasmussen said in Paris where he was attending a seminar on NATO reforms.”®

On 25 June 2014, a head of a meeting of the foreign ministers from NATO member
states, Rasmussen told reporters: "l regret to say that we see no signs that Russia is
respecting its international commitments. Today, we will review our relations with

Russia and decide what to do next."’36

The North Atlantic Alliance preferred to avoid the direct confrontation with Moscow
and abstained from the intervention. Michael E. Brown explains the failure of NATO

to prevent Ukrainian crisis by the following factors. He states, firstly, that for the

782 Mead, W. R. (2014). Return of Geopolitics: The Revenge of the Revisionist Powers, The. Foreign
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Western leaders Russia had no longer posed a threat due to the soften politics.
Moreover, the Western leaders pointed at the need of the Northern Alliance to leave
the region due to the fact that there was no need to keep the NATO members
together solely for the collective defense. Besides, Western leaders assumed that
Russian policy-makers had perceived NATO's expansion as benign therefore it

would not provoke a response from Russia.”®’

Afterwards, the NATO-Ukraine Commission investigated the consequences of the
Ukraine crisis and relations with Russia. Ukraine's new Foreign Minister Pavlo
Klimkin outlined Poroshenko's peace plan. Speaking to the press afterwards, NATO
Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen praised the peace plan as ‘a major step
forwards', and pledged NATO support.”® During Poroshenko's visit to the United
States in September 2014, President Obama declared that the Russian invasion into
the Crimea violated sovereignty and integrity of Ukraine, and undermined
democratic reforms in the country. He repeated that the NATO members commit
themselves to provide security and stability in Ukraine, and assured the Ukrainian
leader that they would provide economic as well as security assistance to overcome

the crisis.”®®

After the visit to the US, on 24 September, 2014, Ukrainian president Poroshenko
signed the decree of the National Security and Defense Council "On Urgent
Measures to Protect Ukraine and Strengthen Its Defense Capability".”*° According to
the website of the president, the Council found it necessary to prepare for resurgent
aggression against Ukraine and define strategic partnership with the United States,
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the EU and NATO as a priority interest in the country's foreign policy. Some items
of the decree are confidential. The Council also agreed on the use of Ukraine's
defense industry and on strengthening cybersecurity in the country. Additionally,
Poroshenko decided to exempt defense products from taxation. "The law [...]
simplifies the defense imports of Ukraine during the specified period, the state of
emergency and during the anti-terrorist operation by means of exempting the defense
products on the list, which is established by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine,

from duties”, - the president's website reports.’*!

6.4.2. The US Position

The U.S. assistant secretary of state for European and Eurasian affairs Victoria
Nuland, estimated in December 2013 that

since the declaration of Ukrainian independence in 1991, the United
States supported the Ukrainians in the development of democratic
institutions and skills in promoting civil society and a good form of
government - all that is necessary to achieve the objectives of Ukraine’s
European. We have invested more than 5 billion dollars to help Ukraine

to achieve these and other goals.742
Nuland said the United States will continue to "promote Ukraine to the future it

deserves."

One of the initiatives of the US government aimed at achieving these goals was the
National Endowment for Democracy. The nonprofit foundation has been working
with the NGO's in Ukraine in order to strengthen the media freedom, civic
participation, NGOs' work in the country.’ In 2004, NED received around $80

billion from the American government. "** U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
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delivered the flowers himself, laying them at the spot in Kyiv saying "We will be

helping", "President Obama is planning more assistance".’*

President Obama in his speech of 26 March, 2014 in Brussels condemned the

Russia's invasion into the Crimea:

Together, we’ve condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and rejected
the legitimacy of the Crimean referendum. Together, we have isolated
Russia politically, suspending it from the G-8 nations and downgrading
our bilateral ties. Together, we are imposing costs through sanctions that
have left a mark on Russia and those accountable for its actions....
majorities cannot simply suppress minorities and big countries cannot
simply bully the small.”#

The US position towards the Eastern and Central European countries could be
understood from the discussion on the NATO enlargement. Stephen Blank and
Younkyoo Kim in their 2013 article maintained that Ukraine seeks the US support
however is slow with the implementing economic and political reforms, ensuring
energy security and promoting democracy. They argue that the potential allies may

not want help Ukraine any more if they see its engagement with Russia.’#

6.4.3. United Nations Security Council

On March 15, 2014, the UN Security Council discussed a draft resolution, which was
to announce the upcoming referendum in the Crimea 'null and void' and called all
countries not to recognize the results. Russia's ambassador to the UN Security
Council, Vitaly Churkin, said: "Russia will respect the choice of the people of the

Crimea".”*® Thirteen of the fifteen current members of the UN Security Council’*®
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(Argentina, Australia, United Kingdom, Jordan, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Nigeria,
Republic of Korea, Rwanda, the United States, France, Chad and Chile) voted for the
adoption of the draft resolution.”® China abstained. Russia, using the veto (as a
permanent member of the UN Security Council) voted against the draft, thus
blocking the adoption of it.”* On March 27, 2014, the UN General Assembly
adopted a resolution in support of the territorial integrity of Ukraine, the text of
which declares the Crimean referendum of March 16, as null and void.”® 100 out of
the 193 UN Member States voted for the adoption of resolution, whereas 11 states
(Armenia, Belarus, Bolivia, Venezuela, Cuba, North Korea, Zimbabwe, Nicaragua,
Russia, Syria and Sudan) voted against it. 58 countries abstained from the voting and

24 states did not vote.

6.5. Ambiguities of the International Law: Territorial Integrity vs. Self-
Determination Right

Article 1 of the United Nations Charter declares its respect to the equality and the
self-determination right of the peoples. Article 2 of the Charter declares that the
Members should refrain from any actions that may threaten the territorial integrity of
the countries. 3 This contradiction was being discussed and, in 1970, the UN
General Assembly made the attempts to clarify the issue by stating that the member

states should abstain from the using the military force

... against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State or
in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations;
the principle that States shall settle their international disputes by peaceful
means in such a manner that international peace and security and justice
are not endangered; the duty not to intervene in matters within the
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domestic jurisdiction of any State... the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples.”*

In this way, the UN clarified the cases in which the use of military forces can be
justified, and stressed the right of the peoples for self-determination once again. The
issue of declaration of independence by Kosovo in 2008 underlined this ambiguity.
Yet, while in 2008 the EU and the UN backed up the declaration of Kosovo, in 2014,
Western organizations were unable to counteract Russia. Russia simply used the
legal ambiguity of the UN Charter and the Kosovo's case to conduct its policy in the

Crimea.

As William Burke-White argues, Russia managed to utilize the principle that
countries cannot use force against one another and, particularly, cannot secure
territorial gains through the use of force; and the principle of self-determination of
peoples.” The former principle is declared in Article 2(4) of the UN Charter: "all
Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state".”® It was
mentioned in 1970 Resolution of the General Assembly of the UN. As the Resolution
says, "a post-colonial or severely oppressed population has the right to freely
determine its future government and status in the international community”. Under
the extraordinary conditions, if crime against humanity or genocide occurs, the
Resolutions underline the rights of the population to secure "political and legal
independence, even where doing so undermines the territorial integrity of another

state".”>’

In 2014, Putin exploited the contradiction between the right of the Russian-speakers
of the Crimea, oppressed by the newly established pro-Western Ukrainian
government on the one hand, and the principle of the territorial integrity of Ukraine,

on the other hand. His speech at the State Duma demonstrates this:
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As it declared independence and decided to hold a referendum, the
Supreme Council of the Crimea referred to the United Nations Charter,
which speaks of the right of nations to self-determination. Incidentally, |
would like to remind you that when Ukraine seceded from the USSR it
did exactly the same thing, almost word for word... Moreover, the
Crimean authorities referred to the well-known Kosovo precedent — a
precedent our western colleagues created with their own hands in a very
similar situation, when they agreed that the unilateral separation of
Kosovo from Serbia, exactly what the Crimea is doing now, was
legitimate and did not require any permission from the country’s central
authorities.”™8

With respect to the first principle, the prohibition on the use of force to acquire
territory, Putin adopted strategic denial: "Russia's Armed Forces never entered the
Crimea; they were there already in line with an international agreement.” >
Significantly, till October 2014, Putin was denying that the actions of the
unidentified forces in the Crimea.

What is more important, in spite of the 2 Article of the UN Charter about the non-use
of the military force against any other state, Putin he justified Russia's actions in the
Crimea by the need to protect compatriots: "We had to help create conditions so that
the residents of the Crimea for the first time in history were able to peacefully
express their free will regarding their own future".’®® Besides, Russian president
labeled the Western condemnation of Russia's actions in the light of the support of

Kosovo as the policy of double standards, "amazing, primitive, blunt cynicism".”®!

The principle of the protection of the compatriots or Russian-speakers in the near
abroad was discussed in the beginning of this chapter. It is widely used by the
Russian officials. Thus, it was the justification of the Russian invasion into Georgia
in 2008.752

Eugene Kontorovich, in his recent article, makes a comparative analysis of the cases
of Israel and Palestine on the one hand, and Russia's invasion into the Crimea, on the

758 Address by President of the Russian Federation. (2014, 18 March). Kremlin.ru. Retrieved from
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other hand, from the legal perspective. The analyst argues that the vague definition of
the self-determination right which in fact does not presuppose the creation of the
independent state, allowed Russia to act decisively in March 2014.7%% Kontorovich
uses the principle known as uti possidetis iuris (meaning 'you possess under law"). It
has been applied to the borders of new states around the world and recognized as a
basic principle of international law by the International Court of Justice. Even when
several states emerge from one, as Russia and Ukraine did from the USSR, the prior
internal administrative divisions become the new international frontiers.”®* But when
it comes to the real action, author says, the international community is driven by the

exigency and the convenience of the moment.”®®

6.6. Conclusion

The discussed above developments appeared to be the international context of the
events in Ukraine. While this thesis argues that the historical, political, economic and
social structures of the Crimea are key for the understanding the separation of the
region from Ukraine and its annexation by Russia, it is impossible to neglect the
international context or the independent variable, in the neoclassical realism terms.
The analysis showed that the possible rapproachement between Ukraine and the
Western institutions, in case of the Maidan's victory, put a threat to the Russia's
interests. It was important to secure the Black Sea on the one hand, as well as
demonstrate the Russian's might to the West, on the other. Besides, according to
many scholars, the Kremlin uses the foreign policy in order to secure the consent and
support within the country. The 'victory' in such crisis periods clearly delineates the
enemy, and the party that should be protected. Moreover, | would like to agree with

Mearsheimer's argument about the responsibility of the Western institutions for the
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outcome of the Ukrainian domestic turmoil. The economic sanctions do not seem as

effective measure to curb Kremlin.
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CHAPTER 7

DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CRIMEA AFTER ITS
ANNEXATION BY THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN MARCH 2014

7.1. Introduction

This chapter will discuss the developments in the Crimea after its unification with the
Russian Federation on 18 March, 2014. | focus on the period till October 2016,
particularly political, economic dynamics, as well as the national policy issues. |
argue that using the lesson of the Ukrainian crisis of 2013 - 2014, Russia seeks to
prevent any separation movements in the region. On the one hand, by collaborating
with the Crimean Tatars that might be the trump card of the Ukrainian government
the Russian leadership tried to seduce the resentment of this ethnic group.
Alternatively, in order to secure the power vertical in the Crimea, the autonomous
status of the region was abolished, and later, the Crimean Federal District was
transferred to the Southern Federal District. At the same time, the elites are being
substituted with the ones from the mainland in order to secure the loyalty of the
region. The local activists, especially those who stood against the annexation, are
being purged. The chapter starts with the analysis of the key documents, designing
the Crimean Republic, main power bodies, and then proceeds with the analysis of the
policies of the Russian government as to the Crimea. Attention will also be paid to
the human rights abuses in the Crimea, particularly violation of the rights of the
Crimean Tatars and Ukrainians as to their education and language use, as well as
freedom of speech and property rights. Besides, the last section of this chapter is

devoted to the analysis of the economic developments in the region.
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7.2. Formation of the Power Structures and Policies

In order to integrate the Crimea into the Russian Federation, three sets of tasks
should be accomplished, Mikhail Deliagin, director of the Institute for Problems of
Globalization, maintains. These are solving the most acute current problems of life
support; unifying the normative-legal field; and achieving strategic goals.”®® By the
end of 2016, as the study shows, these task have not been acccomplished yet. In his
turn, Nikolai Petrov, in his recent article, specified three issues characterizing the
inclusion of the region into the Russian political and social system. Firstly, he noted,
Crimean integration underlined the features of the Russian space. Furthermore,
Russia itself continues to evolve insofar as the region changes the Russian
Federation. Moreover, the changes occur, not only in the region, but also in the
mainland, as well as in the relations of the both.”®” Petrov pointed out the spheres that
were paid particular attention by the Kremlin. He mentioned new cadres in the
Crimea; the establishment of the relations of the patrons and vassals; securing
judicial power; establishing the Ministry of the Crimean Affairs; re-registration of
the political parties; solving the Crimean Tatar issue; and reconfiguration of the

elites.”®® This section will concentrate on the issues mentioned above.

7.2.1. Legislative and Institutional Provisions

After the unification of the Crimea with the Russian Federation, the transition period
between 18 March, 2014, and 1 January, 2015, was announced.’®® Moreover, on 31
March, 2014, by the special decree of the President Putin, Ministry of the Crimean
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Affairs (Munucmepcmeo no oenam Kpwima) was established, and former vice-
minister on economic development of the Russian Federation Oleg Savel'yev was

appointed its Minister.”’°

On 11 April, 2014, the new Constitution of the Crimean Republic was adopted.
According to it, the Crimea becomes the subject of the Russian Federation.”’* The
head of the Crimean Republic is the head of the executive branch of power,
appointed by the parliament of the republic.””2 The head of the republic has the right
to appoint ministers, to suspend the legislation issued by the Supreme Council of the
Crimea as well as to dissolve it.””® The head of the republic can be removed from his
post in case if his/her activity contradicts to the laws of the Russian Federation or if
he/she loses the trust of the President of the Russian Federation.’’* The official
languages of the republic are Russian, Ukrainian and the Crimean Tatar.””® At the
same time, as the leader of the Crimean Tatars Mejlis Refat Chubarov noted in his
interview to the Ukrainian 5 Channel, there is no any provision in the new
constitution that would secure the rights of the Crimean Tatars despite numerous
promises of the government to solve this issue.’’® In fact, Chapter Il of the
Constitution, devoted to the rights and duties of the Crimeans, declares the equality
of people regardless their religion and ethnic identity. 7" Besides, Article 19

guarantees the right of the Crimeans to use their mother language or any other

70 ykaspl [Tpesunaenta PO "O Munucteperse Poccuiickoit @enepanuu no aenam Kpeiva" u "O Munuctpe
Poccuiickoii ®enepanuu no aenam Kpeima. (2014, 31 March). Kremlin.ru. Retrieved from
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20665

71 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea. (adopted on 11 April, 2014). Retrieved from
http://www.rada.crimea.ua/content/uploads/files/Constituciya.pdf, Article 1

72 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea 2014, Art. 61.
773 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea 2014, Art. 64.
74 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea 2014, Art. 69.
775 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea 2014, Art. 10.

78 Qy6apos: Hosa "Koucrurynis Kpumy" HenpuiinatHa mns kpuMcbkux Tatap'. (2014, 11 April). 5 Channel.
Retrieved from http://rfe.5.ua/okypaciya-krimy/chubarov-nova-konstytutsiia-krymu-nepryiniatna-dlia-
krymskykh-tatar-52565.html

77 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea 2014, Art. 13.
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language for communication, education and arts.”’® Finally, Article 22 prohibits any

agitation or propaganda that aggravate race, ethnic or religious conflicts.’”®

Natalya Belitser, in her 2000 article devoted to the Constitutional process in the

Crimea, says that

from the very beginning, the principal aim of the entire constitutional
process in the Crimea was not so much to find a proper legal solution that
would take into consideration all of the historic, ethnic, and cultural
specifics of this region and integrate them into the general texture of
Ukrainian political and economic life, but rather to appease the pro-
Russian majority there, to pacify its pronounced secessionist trends, and
by doing so, to avoid more violent scenarios. As a result, the Crimean
peninsula has been turned into something akin to a Russian national
autonomy (sic!) within Ukraine —a fact never officially recognized by
the state authorities, but gradually becoming a matter of public debate.”°

Despite past 16 years, this analysis is applicable to the nowadays situation in the
region. It is important to say that the new Constitution does not contain any quota for
the Crimean Tatars despite the promises of the Russian leadership of the 20% quota
for Mejlis.”®! On 18 May, 2014, the head of the Council of Ministers of the Crimea
Aksyonov rejected the idea of quota for Tatars, justifying this with the need of the
official registration of Mejlis, status of which was illegitimate, as well as the
principle of the professional background of the deputies of the Crimean parliament,

which is more important than their ethnic identity.’®2

Under the Constitution, the State Council of the Crimea (I'ocyoapcmeennwiti Cosem
Pecnyonuxu Kpwim) is entitled to enact the laws that will be in effect on the territory

of the republic.”®® The State Council also receives the right for a legislative initiative

778 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea 2014, Art. 19.
79 Constitution of the Republic of Crimea 2014, Art. 22.

780 Belitser, N. (2000). The Constitutional Process in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in the Context of
Interethnic Relations and Conflict Settlement. International Committee for Crimea. Retrieved from
http://www.iccrimea.org/scholarly/nbelitser.html

781 KpBIMCKH€ TaTaphl JIMIIATCS KBOTHI HA ydacThe B opraHax piactd. (2014, 28 March). KM.ru. Retrieved from
http://www.km.ru/world/2014/03/28/protivostoyanie-na-ukraine-2013-14/735956-krymskie-tatary-lishatsya-
kvoty-na-uchast

82 AKCEHOB: IpH3HAHKE KypyNTas ¥ MepKiica OyAeT MPOUCXOAUTh B COOTBETCTBHH C 3aKkoHamu PO.
(2014, 18 May). TASS. Retrieved from http://special.itar-tass.com/politika/1195014
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in the State Duma of the Russian Federation. ’®* The Constitution envisions a
reduction in the number of the deputies by a quarter — from 100 to 75.78% The rule

would become effective only after the elections to the State Council of the Crimea.

The first election of deputies of the State Council of the Republic of the Crimea took
place on 14 September, 2014. The party of the Russian president United Russia won
25 seats in single-member constituencies and 45 seats according to the party list out
of 75 seats. The Liberal Democratic Party of the RF won the rest 5 seats according to
the proportional system.’®® Since 2010, the post of the head of the State Council has
been occupied by Vladimir Konstantinov. The first vice head of the parliament
became Grigoriy loffe, who was occupying this post for a long time. Besides, the
vice head of the parliament became Konstantin Bakharev, another vice speaker
became Sergey Tsekov, who was the speaker of the Crimean Parliament in 1994 -
1995, under the presidency of Meshkov, and who opposed to the political standpoint
of the Crimean president. Tsekov also received a membership in the upper house of

the Russian parliament - the Federation Council.”®’

As to the Crimean Tatars, the absence of quota as well as the prohibition for the
Mejlis leaders to enter the territory of the Crimea "8 prevented them from
participating in the elections. Another issue that will be discussed below is the
citizenship legislation that made some of the Crimean Tatars illegal in the Crimea.

Therefore, the leaders called the Crimean Tatars to boycott the elections to the

84 Constitution of Crimea 2014, Art. 75.
785 Constitution of Crimea 2014, Art. 75.

786 Electoral Commission of Crimea. (2014, 14 September). Pe3ysbTaThl BHIGOPOB 110 €MHOMY OKPYTY. BEIGOPHI
nenyraroB ocynapcrBernnoro Cosera Pecriyonuku Kpbim iepsoro cossisa. Retrieved from
http://www.crimea.vybory.izbirkom.ru/region/region/crimea?action=show&root=1&tvd=293200067855&vrn=29
3200067850&region=93&global=&sub_region=93&prver=0&pronetvd=0&vibid=293200067855&type=228

Tocynapcreennsiit Coser Pecriybmuku Kpeim. CoCras genyrarckux ¢dpakuuii. (2014, 14 December). Retrieved
from http://crimea.gov.ru/content/uploads/files/sostav-fr-ru.pdf

787 Toccoser Kpeima Hanenun monHomouwnsimu nena C® Poccun Ceprest Lexosa. (2014, 20 March). RIA
Novosti. Retrieved from https://ria.ru/politics/20140326/1001115381.html

Federation Council of the Russian Federation. Liexos Cepreii [TaBnosuu. Retrieved from
http://council.gov.ru/structure/person/1167/

788 This issue will be discussed in the section on the ethnic issues of this chapter
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Crimean Parliament.”® It is also important to note that the passport of Ukraine was
allowed for use during the election. Besides, the use of the administrative positions
by the pro-Russian political forces prevented opposition from the participation in the
election. Twelve pro-Russian parties and blocks managed to register for the election.
Needless to say that none of the parties that could possibly represent the Crimean

Tatar or Ukrainian electorate entered the list of the candidates.”®°

On 28 July, 2016, the President of the Russian Federation signed the document about
the creation of the Southern Federal District on the basis of the Crimean and
Southern Federal Districts. The aim was declared as the strengthening of the federal
organs of power and raising the effectiveness of their work. The head of the Southern
Federal District became Vladimir Ustinov, the former Prosecutor General of the
Russian Federation.”®! Under these circumstances, the former includes Republic of
Adygea (Adygea), the Republic of Kalmykia, Republic of the Crimea, Krasnodar
Kray, Astrakhan Region, Volgograd region, Rostov region and the city of
Sevastopol. Paul Goble, the expert on the ethnic issue in Eurasia, argues that the
Crimean Federal District's "existence 'symbolized the special status of the annexed
region within the Russian Federation', a status which gave its leaders direct access to
Putin and Dmitry Medvedev".”? He suggests that Putin's establishment of the now-
defunct federal district also gave him the opportunity to reward 'two military
criminals', Oleg Belaventsev and Sergey Menyailo, who have now been dispatched

to the North Caucasus and Siberia where they may be able to engage in even more

789 'maBa Memkiuca npu3Ban Tatap 60iKoTHpoBaTh BEIGOpH B Kpeimy. (2014, 13 September). Vrpaiucvka
IIpasoa. Retrieved from http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/09/10/7037318/

790 Electoral Commission of Crimea. (2014, 14 September). Criucok oNMTHYECKUX TAPTHIA, HX PETMOHANBHBIX
OTJICNICHU I, UMEIOIIMX MPAaBO YYacTBOBATh B BeIOOpax. Beibops! aenyraros ['ocynapctBennoro CoBera
Pecmy6muku Kpsim epBoro cossiBa. Retrieved from
http://www.crimea.vybory.izbirkom.ru/region/region/crimea?action=show&root=1&tvd=293200067855&vrn=29
3200067850&region=93&global=&sub_region=93&prver=0&pronetvd=0&vibid=293200067850&type=240

91 Va3 «O IOxnOM denepanbHoMm okpyre». (2016, 27 July). Retrieved from
http://rk.gov.ru/rus/index.html/news/340178.htm

92 Goble, Paul, Putin’s shell game with Crimea intended to cut importance and costs of the anschluss. (2016, 30
July). Euromeidan Press. Retrieved from http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/07/30/putins-shell-game-with-crimea-
intended-to-cut-importance-and-costs-of-the-anschluss/#arvibdata
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corrupt activity than they have in the Crimea. The Crimea, according to the new

system, will be under the head of the siloviki. According to journalist Portnikov,

Putin and Medvedev have simply had enough of the 'sacred' Crimea as
they would any useless toy, especially one that needed money that
Moscow does not have. And they have also 'had enough' of complaints by
the leaders of other regions who have been insistently asking why the

Crimea should get more than they.793
Particular attention should be paid to the issue of the citizenship insofar as the

majority of the Crimeans appeared to possess two passports, Russian and Ukrainian.

7.2.2. Citizenship in the Crimea

According to the Federal Law of the Russian Federation, Ukrainian citizens and
persons without citizenship permanently residing on the territory of the Republic of
the Crimea and Sevastopol on the day of the adoption of the law were recognized as
citizens of the Russian Federation, with the exception of persons who within one
month declared their intention to retain their or their children’s existing citizenship or
to stay without any.”* It is important to say that in this short term the declaration on
preservation of one's own citizenship was brought by only 3427 residents of the
Crimea.’”® According to the human rights report prepared by Andrii Klymenko for
Freedom House, the citizenship obtaining procedure violated all norms of
international law related to citizenship. Moreover, it was complicated. In the Crimea,
only four offices - in Sevastopol, Bakhchysaray, Simferopol and Bilohirsk - were
established to accept the petitions of those willing to stay as Ukrainian citizen.

Applications by mail or proxy were not accepted.’®® There was no any provision as to

793 Goble 2016.

794 desrepanbHBIA KOHCTUTYIMOHHBIH 3aK0H Poccuiickoit @enepaiuu N 6-®K3 "O npunstuu B Poccuiickyro
Oenepanuto Pecrryonuku Kpeim u 06pazoBanun B cocraBe Poccutickoii denepariin HOBBIX CyObBEKTOB
Pecry6uiku Kpsim 1 ropona denepanproro 3uauenust Cesacronons” (2014, 21 March). Retrieved from
http://pravo.gov.ru/proxy/ips/?docbody=&nd=102171897

795 B KphbIMy MCTEK CPOK [OJaul 3asBIeHUH 00 0TKa3e oT rpaxaancTsa PD. (2014, 22 April). INTERFAX.
Retrieved from http://www.interfax.ru/russia/373136

796 Klymenko, A. (2015) Human Rights Abuses in Russian-Occupied Crimea. The Atlantic Council of the United
States and Freedom House. Retrieved from
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/CrimeaReport_FINAL.pdf, p. 7
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the submission of the declaration by the Crimeans temporarily living outside of
Russia and Ukraine. Later, having calculated the number of such petitions, the
Crimean government limited the number of residence permits which would be issued
in the Crimea to 4500, a number that leaves no space for many Ukrainians and the
Crimean Tatars to remain in their homeland legally.”®” Besides, obtaining residence
permit, according to the legislation, requires the exams on Russian language, history
and the knowledge of the basics of the legislation of the RF that significantly

complicates the process.’®

The Crimeans without residence permits are considered as foreigners; accordingly
they have the right to stay in the Crimea for maximum 90 days per each 180 days
period.”® Those who belong to this category have to travel to Ukraine constantly.
Besides, foreigners working in the Russian Federation must apply for the work
permission, that expects the employer to pay around 10 000 rub for each foreigner,

apart from the mentioned exams 8%

In response, Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a law, aimed at protection of its
citizens on the ‘temporarily occupied territory’. The document guarantees the
preservation of the Ukrainian citizenship for those Crimeans, who was imposed to
accept the Russian one.8%! Besides, this law guarantees the pensions for the residents
of the Crimea if they do not receive pensions from the Russian Federation; electoral
rights; rights to inherit and so on. Moreover, the Ukrainian government issued decree

regulating the work of the migration service in Ukraine regarding the Crimeans. It

797 KpbIM4aH, HECOTTIACHBIX C AHHEKCHUEH, BRIHYXIAIOT 6paTh Poccuiickoe rpaxnanctso. (2014, 22 September).
Krym.Realii. Retrieved from http://ru.krymr.com/a/26600512.html

798 DesrepanbHBINA 3aKOH O BHECEHMH H3MEHEHHH B (elepanbHbIil 3ak0H "O NMpaBoBOM MOJOKEHUH
HHOCTpaHHBIX TpaxaaH B Poccuiickoit ®eneparmn”. (2014, 16 April). Retrieved from
http://www.fms.gov.ru/documentation/860/details/108671/

99 [ocTanosnenue [pasutensctea P® "O6 yrepyaeHuu [lonoxkenus 06 ycTaHOBIEHHH GOPMBI BU3bI, TTOPSIKA
U ycIoBHil ee 0pOpMIIEHUS U BBIIA4HN, IPOJICHHUSI CPOKa e JeHCTBUS, BOCCTAHOBIICHHS €€ B CIIydae yTPaThl, a
Taroke mopsiaka anaynuposanust Bu3sr'. (2003, 9 June, amended 2016, 14 October). Retrieved from
http://www.fms.gov.ru/foreign_national/formvisa/

800 Yripasnenne ®enepansroil MurpamuonHoi Ciryx651. [Topsiok ohopMIIeHHs paspelteHns Ha paboTy
MHOCTPaHHBIM IpakaaHam, mpuosiBatoiuM B Poccuiickyro ®ezepariio Ha ocHoBaHuH Bu3bl. Retrieved from
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aims at easing all passport-related matters for the Crimeans, such as applying for a
passport for foreign travel, changing the name in the passport, etc. under simplified
rules. Thus, according to Ukrainian legislation, Ukrainians can only apply for
passport-related formalities to the migration service office at their place of residence,
but the Crimean residents are now allowed to apply anywhere in mainland

Ukraine.802

As a response, the Russian Parliament, on 28 May, approved the amendments to the
Federal Law of the Russian Federation "On Citizenship”. The amendments require
citizens of the Russian Federation who possess another citizenship or residence
permit of the foreign country to declare this within 60 days after acquisition
otherwise they would be charged administrative penalties of 500 up to 1000 rub. The
law comes into force on January, 2016.8%° Furthermore, public officials in the
Crimea, such as judges, police officers, and government officials have to surrender
their Ukrainian passports in order to keep their jobs.8% This is also applicable to all

employees of state institutions, including hospitals and schools.8%®

As it was mentioned before, the validity of the Ukrainian passports in the Crimea
finishes with the end of the transition period on 1 January, 2015. Therefore, after this
date, Ukrainians are no longer able to obtain medical treatment in the Crimea
(because of the absence of insurance), register phone starter kits, buy property and

receive education.8® As Andrii Klymenko argues in his report, by granting Russian

802 Migration Service of Ukraine. Ingopmalist st rppoMajisii, SKi IPOXMBAIOTh (3apeeCTPOBaHi) Ha TEPUTOPIT
Kpumcrkoro miBoctposa. Retrieved from http://dmsu.gov.ua/informatsiya-dlya-krimchan;

Ka6iner MinictpiB Ykpainu. [Toctanosa Ne 289 [lpo 3atBepmkenns [lopsaaxy ohopMIIeHHS JOKYMEHTIB, IO
MiATBEPKYIOTh TPOMAJSTHCTBO Y KpaiHH, IIOCBITIYIOTH 0CO0Y UM ii crienialbHIIA CTaTyC, TpOMaIsTHaM, SKi
MPOXHBAIOTh HA THMYACOBO OKYIOBaHii Teputopii Ykpainu (2014, 4 June). Retrieved from
http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/289-2014-%D0%BF
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Changing Citizenship of Crimean Residents (updated). European Union Democracy Observatory on Citizenship.
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passports to the Crimeans, Russia tries to restrict their freedom of movement.
Ukraine does not recognize the Russian passports issued on ‘temporarily occupied
territory,®%’ therefore, the Crimeans will not be able to use them for travelling to
Ukraine. Moreover, as EU representative in Russia Soren Liborius explained, the
Crimeans can only obtain Schengen visa in Ukraine.8%® According to the citizenship
expert Oxana Shevel, in January 2015, a Crimean court denied the appeal of
Oleksandr Kolchenko, to preserve his Ukrainian citizenship. In April 2014, Sentsov
and Kolchenko appealed to the European Court on Human Rights in order to protect
their rights reporting the violation of Article 8 of the Council of Europe's Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms were violated.8%°

Since March 2014, numerous documents regulating the public life in the Crimea
were adopted. They touched upon the activity of the public organizations, media,

telecommunication and other spheres.

7.2.3. New Legislation and Regulations in the Crimea

Another important sphere that was affected by the annexation is the communication.
TV channels, radio and Internet outlets, as well as telecommunication of the Crimea
appeared to be under the control of the Russian services. Additionally, to continue

their work they have to be registered accordingly.

First of all, Russian government secured itself from the protests and meetings. Before
the annexation, on 28 December, 2013, State Duma adopted the law that amended
the Criminal Code of the RF. Public call for actions aiming at violating the territorial

integrity of the Russian Federation would be punished by administrative fee, public

807 Migration Service of Ukraine. Tnpopmartist a1 rpoMajisii, siKi POKMBAIOTH (3apeECTPOBaHi) Ha TEPUTOPIi
Kpumcrpkoro miBocTpoBa.
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works or even imprisonment. The same actions in the Internet can be punished with
imprisonment up to 5 years.8° The document came into force on 9 May, 2014, and
automatically made illegal protests and rallies in the Crimea. Crimean media outlets
were forced to re-register in accordance with Russian law, and, as a result,
independent media essentially ceased to exist on the peninsula.®! Besides, in
accordance with the regulations of the Federal Service on Mass Media, since 2011,
internet outlets must be registered.®'? Since in Ukraine, such provisions did not exist,

the Crimean Internet publications were affected severely.

Additionally, Russian government amended the criminal law, particularly its articles
regarding the extremism.8!3 Extremism is now mentioned along with the terrorist
actions. President of the RF coordinated the work on the contraction and elimination
of any extremist activity. This law was complemented by the list of the extremist
activities, spread in the mass media. This list included the number of video, audio
materials, texts, poetry etc., including the works of the Ukrainian authors. First
created in 2002, it is being constantly updated and extended.®'* Correspondingly, the
issue of extremism received the attention of the Russian scholars. Thus, the faculty
members of the Kazan' Judicial Institute (Tatarstan) Butkevich and Konoplyova, in
their article, are justifying the measures of the Russian government regarding
extremism in the Crimea.®™® Thus, as the main threat to the region they call two

groups of organizations. One of them is represented by the spreading vahhabist ideas

810 enepanbui 3akon Poccuiickoii ®enepauun. (2013, 28 December). N 433-®3 "O BHeceHHU U3MEHEHUS B
VYronosusiii kogeke Poccuiickoit @epepannu”. Retrieved from
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from http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_198860/

814 denepanbHEIl CIIMCOK dKCTpeMUCTCKUX MaTepuanos. (2015, 28 April). Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Retrieved from
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and religious extremist organizations. They include I'-Dzhamaa Al'-Islamija (Islamic
Community); Al'-lhvan al'-Muslimun (Muslim Brothers); Hizb ut-Tahrir al'-Islami;
At Takfir wal'-Hidzra (Excommunication and Exodus); Takfir Dzhamaat; Islamic
charity organizations; Muslim movement Nurdzhular; hafiz.8® Another group is
represented by the 'neo-fascist and neo-Nazi' organizations such as Svoboda, Pravyj
sektor (Right Sector) and its units Tryzub by the name of Stepan Bandera; UNA-
UNSO; Patriot Ukrainy; Karpats'ka Sich; Bratstvo of Dmytro Korchynsky.8'” The
authors argue that the activities of the radical organizations goes back to the period
before 2014 and see the legislation o the RF as necessary to impede "the involvement
of the population, particularly youth into the work of these groups".88 The document
that should be mentioned is the Federal Law of 25 June 2002 "On Counteraction of
the Extremist Activity", updated and extended as it was mentioned above. 8°
Additionally, the attention is drawn to the Decree of the Head of the Crimea
Republic on the adoption of the measures of counteraction to the ideology of
terrorism in 2015 - 2018.8%° The latter document, among others, precludes the
establishment of the Anti-terrorist Commission of a Republic of Crimea as well as
the anti-terrorist municipal commissions. The measures include the actions to
distinguish the main actors; distributors of the terrorist, extremist ideology and
related information; measures to protect the Internet space of the Crimea from the
terrorist and extremist materials; instructions on making explosive objects,
incitement to commit terrorist acts; detection and blocking the Internet sites
containing terrorist and extremist materials; development of training programs

(training) state and municipal employees to work in the field of education of youth,
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countering the ideology of terrorism and extremism, etc.82! In April 2016, Mejlis of
the Crimean Tatars was included into the abovemntioned list of the extremist

organizations and was prohibited in the Crimea.®?

As Klymenko reports, in the Crimea, media that express their disagreement with the
politics in the region have left the peninsula for mainland Ukraine, including the
Center for Investigative Journalism, Black Sea News, Crimean Events, the Black Sea
TV and Radio Company, the Information Press Center, and the Taurus Institute of
Regional Development.®> Since the beginning of the Russian invasion into the
Crimea, the broadcasting of the Ukrainian TV channels was stopped;?* only Russian
channels left.

As to the Internet connection, as it was discussed in the previous chapter, soon after
the Russian invasion the Internet connection via Ukrainian state provider was cut.
Within few months after the occupation, Russian state-owned provider Rostelekom
via its branch provided fiber optic cable through the Kerch Strait.8? Private providers
of the Internet in the Crimea are required to register themselves according to the

Russian legislation 82

under which they must store information of users for six
months and disable access to any site if so ordered by Russia's Federal Security

Service (FSB).8?” Telecommunication in the region also became the victim of the

821 Va3 rnasel Pecniy6uku Kpbiv. (2015, 30 January). "O6 yTeepyaenuy KOMILIEKCHOTO IJ1aHa
MPOTHUBOICHCTBIS uaeonorun Teppopusma B Pecrydmmke Kpemv Ha 2015 — 2018 romsr”.

ByTtkeBnu & Konoruresa (2015): 80 - 81.

822 Cyn npusHam MeKIINC KPHIMCKHX TaTap SKCTPEMUCTCKOM opranusanueii (2016, 26 April). BBC. Retrieved
from http://www.bbc.com/russian/news/2016/04/160426_mejlis_crimea_court

823 Klymenko 2015: 8.

824 Bemanue ykpauHcKuXx TesekaHanos B KpeiMy momHocThIO Tipekpanieno. (2014, 9 March). Lenta.ru. Retrieved
from https://lenta.ru/news/2014/03/09/stop/

AKCEHOB 3asiBHIT 0 HEBO3MOXKHOCTH yKparHCKoro Beuranus B Kpeimy. (2015, 24 March). Lenta.ru. Retrieved
from https://lenta.ru/news/2015/03/24/tvradiocrimea/

825 «Poctenexom» B3an Kpuim. (2014, 28 May). Vedomosti.ru. Retrieved from
http://www.vedomosti.ru/newspaper/articles/2014/05/08/rostelekom-vzyal-krym

826 Hayanack perucTpanus poccHifckux 10MEHHBIX MMeH B uHTepHeTe 1t Kpeima. (2014, 10 April). Lenta.ru.
Retrieved from https://lenta.ru/news/2014/04/10/krymdomen/
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Russian policy-makers. The leading Ukrainian companies - mobile operators MTS

Ukraine, Kyivstar, and Astelit stopped operation in the Crimea in August 2014.828

7.2.4. New Cadres in the Region

The new era in the development of the relations between Moscow and Crimea started
with the cleansing and new appointments. In order to guarantee the legitimacy of the
Kremlin's policies, to secure the stability and prevent any rallies the new bureaucracy
was called for. To secure the loyalty of the population, the Moscow authorities
insisted on the acceptance of the Russian citizenship by the Crimeans, and major

cadres replacement.

Within a very short time after the annexation of the Crimea, the local professionals
and cadres have been replaced with the staff from the mainland Russia. The main
attention was paid to the judges, prosecutors, investigators, police, and members of
the security services. 82° Thus, on March 21, Putin appointed Russian navy Vice
Admiral Oleg Belaventsev as his official representative to the new Crimean Federal
District.3%° Putin's top crisis manager and deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Kozak
became government curator on the issues of the Crimea and Sevastopol. Previously,
Kozak occupied the position of the minister of regional development, and also was
responsible for the Sochi Olympics. The post of chief federal inspector of Crimea
was filled by the officer of the Federal Security Service of the RF. Andrei Shishkin
was granted the post of the deputy commander of the Black Sea Fleet.®! Oleg
Savelyev was put in charge of a specially created Ministry of Crimean Affairs, which

was designed to husband Crimea's economic development and integration into the

828 "Kyepcrap" npekpaTiil NpefoCcTaBIeHHE YCIYT cBsi3k B KpbiMy M3-3a 3axBaTa opuca komnanuu. (2014, 11
August). Gordon.ua. Retrieved from http://gordonua.com/news/society/kievstar-prekratil-predostavlenie-uslug-
svyazi-v-krymu-iz-za-zahvata-ofisa-kompanii-35914.html

829 Klymenko 2015: 7.

830 petrov, N. (2016a). Chronology of the Transformation of the Crimean Peninsula into a Russian
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831 petrov, N. (2016b). Crimea: Transforming the Ukrainian Peninsula into a Russian Island. Russian Politics &
Law, 54(1): 76.
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Russian Federation. FSB for the Crimea and Sevastopol was headed by the retired
Victor Palagin. Palagin, former head of the FSB in Bashkortostan (2008-13), had
proved himself effective at combating Islamic radicalism and calming national
elites.832 On April 16, the port city of Feodosiia was assigned a new prosecutor from
the Krasnoyarsk region of Russia. Furthermore, on April 25, 2014, a prosecutor from
Orsk in the Orenburg region of Russia was given a similar post in the Crimean city

of Alushta.833

On May 2, 2014, Natalia Poklonskaya was appointed a prosecutor general of Crimea.
Born in 1980, she became the symbol of the series of the appointments in the region.
Before Poklonskaya occupied the position of the prosecutor general she had been
working as a head of the department in Simferopol prosecutor office. Her cases have
been mainly political and against those who were treated as extremists. At the
moment, Poklonskaya is a deputy of the State Duma of the Russian Federation, party
United Russia.

Also in May, new head of the Crimean gas-producing company Chernomorneftegaz,
a subsidiary of Ukrainian state energy company Naftogaz, was appointed from the
Krasnodar region. He was Sergey Komissarov, later, in September, replaced by
Crimean Sergey Beym who had experience in the energy sector. Also in May,
Yevpatoriia in western Crimea got a prosecutor from Russia's Sverdlovsk Aleksandr
Moshegov. Later, the the heads of the traffic police of the Crimea and Sevastopol
changed. In the Crimea, local servant of the relevant department Anatoliy Borisenko
became the head of the traffic police; while in Sevastopol this post was given to
Sergey Krikushenko. The three new prosecutors came to the Crimean regions in July.
One month later, seventy-three staff members of thirteen territorial bodies of the

Russian Federal Penitentiary Service were sent to the Crimea.®

832 petrov 2016h: 77.
833 Klymenko 2015: 7.
834 Klymenko 2015: 7.
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Particular attention should be paid to the law enforcement structures. As it was
mentioned before, Natalia Poklonskaya was appointed the interim prosecutor on
March 11, and 2 months later, she became the full acting prosecutor. Later,
Poklonskaya received four deputies, while only one of them was the local, and the
rest came from Tomsk, Tula and Yaroslavl' cities of the RF. The Investigation
Committee did not exist in Ukraine and was established in the Crimea in 2014, as
well as the Federal Drug Control Service of the RF. While the personnel of the
former were mainly from St. Petersburg, the latter was composed of the locals. The
post of head of the Investigation Committee was granted to Mikhail Nazarov, who
used to work in the same organ in Republic Mordovia.?*® According to Petrov, 500
judges of the general courts had to apply for the Russian citizenship immediately.
They also underwent the acceleration courses and were assisted by the Russian

colleagues to transit to the Russian system,83®

At the same time, Moscow decided to dismiss from the office few ministers of the
Crimean government. First of them was the transport minister Anatoly Tsurkin
(March 2015), that was preceded by the critiqgue of the Kerch ferryboat system
expressed by the Russian minster of transport Sokolov.8” He was followed by the
dismissal of Elena Yurchenko, minister of tourism, in the middle of the season - June
2015. She was replaced by unexperienced Sergey Strelbitsky.®3 As Andrey Sambros
notes, the criticism of the uneffective work of the Free Economic Zone of the Crimea
and Sevastopol led to the discharge of the economy ministe Nikolay Korezhkin.8%
Furthermore, due to the investigation on charge of the corruption, property and land
minister Aleksandr Gorodetsky was fired on 26 June. Three days later minister of

industrial politics Andrey Skrynnik was replaced. Additionally, the head of the tax

835 petrov 2016b: 79.
836 petrov 2016b: 81.
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839 Sambros, Andrey. (2015, 30 June). Kazpsl pemaror KpbIM: Kak CTPOMTCS KaJpoBast IONUTHKA MOCKBbI Ha
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policy of the Crimea Nikolay Kochanov was arrested.®*° As Sambros argues, while
some dismissals were initiated by the federal government in order to put an end to
the corruption in the region, some of the cadre replacements were implemented by
Aksyonov. Somehow this is convenient for the Moscow that is trying to escape the
full responsibility for the development of the regional economy. For instance,
Strelbitsky and new economy minister Valentin Demidov are more convenient
figures for Aksyonov. But, in case with the transport ministry, new minister Andrey
Bezsalov is seen as an attempt to solve the situation with the ferryboat transportation
- Bezsalov is originally from Kerch and used to be a top-manager in St.Petersburg.
The trials against Skrynnik and and Kochanov is rather a warning to Aksyonov

egarding corruption and power abuse.®*

7.2.5. Political Parties in the Annexed Crimea

On 7 April, 2014, the Crimean department of the party United Russia was
established. Konstantinov, the head of the parliament, became the chairman of the
new organization.®? The presidium of the United Russia political council also
included two of Vladimir Konstantinov's deputies (Konstantin Bakharev and Andrei
Kozenko), Peter Zaporozhets, the head of the State Council Committee on industry,
transportation, and energy, and Sergey Tsekov, a senator and former head of the
Supreme Council of Crimea.?*® People's Front for Russia, the Crimean branch of the
Liberal Democratic Party, A Just Russia also held their assemblies in April. 8
People's Front was chaired by the prime minister Aksyonov, speaker Konstantinov

and the deputy head of the Crimean Federation of the Greco-Roman wrestling

840 Sambros 2015.
841 Sambros 2015.

842 B KpriMy co3ano pernoHansHoe otaeienue "Equnoit Poccun”. (2014, 7 April). TBI]. Retrieved from
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Rustem Kazakov.3*® As to the LDPR, the regional branch was opened on 10 April,
2014.84 A Just Russia's first meeting in the Crimea was held on 18 April, 2015. The
post of the head was given to the local Aleksandr Tenrentyev, who used to work at

the Altai regional branch of the party.8’

During election to the parliament of the Russian Federation on 18 September, 2016,
that was held according to the mixed electoral system, In the Crimea, the United
Russia party won absolute majority in all districts.8*® The turnout appeared to be very
low - around 42% in the Crimea, and 45% in Sevastopol.?*° Six deputies entered the
State Duma from the Crimea. They were deputy Prime Minister Sheremet, deputy
prime minister Balbek and prosecutor general Poklonskaya (proportional system),
deputy speaker Kozenko, the head of the parliamentary committee on the cultural

affairs Savchenko, and deputy speaker Bakharev (single member constituency).®

7.2.6. The Perception of the Transition Period by the Crimeans

The transition period is perceived by the Crimeans ambiguously. All interviewees
note the difficulties due to the lines at the passports issuing organizations;®* re-
registration of the vehicles and the firms;®?2 tax system changes; registration of
vehicles and obtaining the plates, as well as KASKO;%?2 the need to obtain new

845 O6mepoccuiickuii HapoaHbIH PpoHT co3aan oTaeneHus B Kpeimy u Cepacronone. (2014, 2 April).
Poccutickas 2azema. Retrieved from https://rg.ru/2014/04/02/front-site-anons.html
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847 CnipaBemyuBas Poccus npuiuna B Kpeiv, Cripaseayusas Pocenst. (2014, 1 May). Pezuonanvroe omoenenue
THapmuu 6 Pecnybauxe Kpoiu. Retrieved from http://krym.spravedlivo.ru/005105880.html
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REGNUM. Retrieved from https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2182105.html

849 Buranuii Yepsonenxo Bribops! B Kpeimy: kyza aemick nzbuparenu? (2016, 20 September). BBC Vipauna.
Retrieved from http://www.bbc.com/russian/features-37421234
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medical insurance.®* Besides, the problem of transportation to the Crimea through

Moscow or through Kherson is disturbing for many interviewees,®°

especially those,
residing outside the region. At the same time, the insufficient logistic routes
determine the high prices for the goods coming to the region from the outside. When
it comes to the medical sphere, the dissatisfaction of the citizens with the service
provided cannot be exaggerated.®>® According to the opinion of the journalist the
author talked to, the hospitals are trying to digitize the folders of the patients and that
is why the medical centers are overloaded with the paperwork and bureaucracies.®’
But this topic appeared to be crucial for the retired people of the Crimea. As they
note, it is impossible to get an appointment to the specialists due to the lines,
therefore people with the oncology diseases face the need to travel to Krasnodar
(Southern region in Russia) in order to be checked.®5® At the same time, the nurse
from the hospital in Dzhankoy admitted the full supplies of the hospitals with the
medicine, equipment, food and all other necessities.®° At the same time, the
Crimeans note the mafia wars at the industries. One of the interviewees explained
how the mafia seized the property of the central market in Simferopol and insisted on
the resignation of its director.®° On the other hand, the Russian actors think

positively about the occurring changes.

Irina Khalii, the Russian Institute of Sociology, conducted a large-scale survey based
on informal observation, in-depth interviews with the representatives of the
healthcare, educational and cultural sector, and focus groups with the students.®!
According to the conclusions drawn, "transformation is being performed, and the

initiative of its implementation belongs to the biggest part of the Crimeans”, although
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she focuses on the “clear transit from one political and cultural mode to another".
The driving force of the transition is youth that will stay in the Crimea. The author
neglects those who moved to Ukraine following the separation. The whole approach
of the article is extremely positive, aims at showing the positive changes in the
regions. At the same time, author worked only with the representatives of the 'budget

sphere' and ignored the Crimean Tatar population.

Apart from the discussed bureaucratic innovation, the vital actions were done
regarding the ethnic groups and their activists in the Crimea. First of all, this touched
the representatives of the Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians. The human rights
monitors and reports prepared reports on the violations of the rights of these people,

underlining the lack of the transparency and legality of the actions.

7.3. Policies Regarding Non-Russian Ethnic Groups' Discordance

It is important to remember that the Crimean Tatars and the small number of
Ukrainians remained in opposition to the unification of the Crimea with the Russian
Federation. Therefore, soon after the annexation they became the target of the
persecution by the security services of the Russian Federation. In the best cases, they
were deprived the right to develop their language and culture in the Crimea.

7.3.1. The Crimean Tatars in the Annexed Crimea

As it was shown before, the Crimean Tatars remained in opposition to the new
government of the Crimea during the anti-Maidan in Simferopol and referendum of
March 16. All the promises of the Russian leadership to create the conditions for the
development of the Crimean Tatar language and culture, as well as integration of the
formerly deported people into the Crimean community ended up with the violation of
the human rights and the rights of minorities.®®

862 Klymenko 2015.
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Two months after the referendum, on 18 May, the Crimean Tatar Memorial Day of
Deportation, the march of sorrow was prohibited by the government on account of
possible clashes between Russian and the Crimean Tatar activists.®®® According to

Aksyonov's decree,

in connection with the ongoing events in many cities in the south-east of
Ukraine, that has resulted in deaths and injuries of the civilian population,
in order to eliminate possible provocations by extremists who are able to
enter the territory of the Republic of the Crimea, in order to avoid
disruption of the holiday season in the Republic Crimea prohibit mass
events in the Republic of the Crimea until June 6, 2014.%64

Nevertheless, despite the ban, about 15 thousands of the Crimean Tatars gathered in
Akmechet district of Simferopol, to commemorate the victims of deportation. The
event was attended by head of Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people Refat Chubarov,
the Crimean Mufti Emirali Ablayev, veterans of the Crimean Tatar national
movement and the others. However, the Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemilev is
not attending the event, amid his ban from entering the Crimean peninsula for 5
years.%® At the same time, the Crimean Tatar community in Kyiv, together with
Ukrainians, commemorated the 70th anniversary of the deportation. Earlier, on May
17, the event "Light a fire in your heart" took place on Mykhailivska square in Kyiv
with and lasted for hour.®® The Crimean Tatars diaspora in Turkey conducted
meeting on 18 May, 2014 in Ankara. %’ Action of solidarity with the Tatar

community was held in Warsaw and Tbilisi.&%
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Needless to say that this ban did not affect the celebration of the 70th anniversary of
the victory in the Great Patriotic War on 9 May, 2015. In Simferopol and Sevastopol,
tens thousands of the Crimeans participated in parade although the entrance was
according to the pass system and through metal detector.8®® The policies of Kremlin
demonstrate it is attempting to preemptively control the situation in the event that the
Crimean Tatars rise against Moscow. This is affirmed by the ban on the Crimean
Tatar activists from entering the Crimea, for instance. Thus, on 22 April, 2014,
Mustafa Dzhemilev was prohibited to enter the Crimea for 5 years.®° Earlier, the
state TV channel Krym was prohibited to show the Crimean Tatars leader Mustafa
Dzhemilev and head of Mejlis Refat Chubarov in its programs.®’* Later, in July,

2014, Refat Chubarov was banned from entering the Crimea for 5 years.8"2

Activities of the Crimean Tatars were limited in many aspects. In accordance with a
court decision, in September 2014, the Crimean Tatars had to vacate the buildings
Mejlis used to occupy in Simferopol and terminate all of its personnel; the
organization's corresponding bank accounts are also to be seized. This decision was
accompanied by a search of the Mejlis buildings, and the main mosques and medrese
of Simferopol.®® Later, on 22 September, the Crimean Prime Minister Sergey
Aksyonov, in the interview, declared the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatars as illegitimate

based on its extrajudicial status according to the Russian legislature. Furthermore,
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Aksyonov added that all those unsatisfied with the policies of the Crimean

government can leave the territory of the Crimea.®’*

The same court decision was applied to the charity foundation of the Crimean Tatars,
Krym. Along with the judicial proceeding against the Mejlis, the Crimean Republican
library carrying the name of Tatar writer and poet Ismail Gasprinski was closed.?”™
The searches in the houses of the Crimean Tatars in the Crimea are still going on.8®
At the same time, according to the data of the Ministry of the Social Policies of
Ukraine, by May 2014, 7700 Crimeans had moved to Ukraine.®”” 30% of them are
the Crimean Tatars. Coordinator for refugees of coordination Rada of Maidan Gaide

Rizayeva announced this in her interview:

It should be noted that about a half of the refugees are entrepreneurs.
These are people who for the past 5-10 years owned trading places,
restaurants and cafes on the southern coast of the Crimea. And now they
faced the fact that they cannot continue their work, because they are
refused to extend the lease or something. | have checked this information.
People say there is no opportunity to work in the Crimea, so they made a
decision to settle down in Kyiv or Lviv.87®

One of the measures of the Russian government against the Crimean Tatars activists
was the arrests and kidnappings of the people. Numerous reports of the European
human rights protecting agencies as well as media outlet point out the kidnappings of
the activists. At the same time, the precise figures remain unknown.®”® The most
recent cases include the disappearances of Marcel Aliautdinov (February 2016),
Ernest Ablyazimov (January 2016), and Ruslan Ganiev and his friend Arlen
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Terekhov (in December 2015).88° The cases of the disappearences are presented in
the mass media as the exodus of the activists in order to join extremists groups in
Syria. The legislation on extremism and the propagandist work of the TV channels
create conditions in which the Tatar youth has started to be seen as extremists and
terrorists. Such cases include Elvina Razakova, Muhtar Arislanov, Fyodor Kostenko,
Eskender Apselyamov, Islyam Dzhepparov and Dzhevdet Islyamov, Leonid Korzh,
Timur Shaimardanov, Seiran Zinedinov, all members of pro-Ukraine civil society
groups, disappeared in May 2014. Moreover, two people who had disappeared were
found dead: Edem Asanov (September 2014) and Belial Belialov (October 2014).88!

The Crimean Muslims are also being accused according to the 'Case of 26 February’,
and 'Case of Hizb ut-Tahrir'. The first trial was launched against the Crimean Tatars
who participated in the mass rallies on February 26. Ahtem Chiygoz, Mustafa
Degermendzi, and Ali Asanov remained imprisoned. Arsen Yunusov, Eskender
Kantemirov, and Eskender Emirvaliev were released under personal surety. At the
end of 2015, Eskender Nebiev and Talyat Yunusov were sentenced to two and a half
and to three and a half year suspended sentences, respectively.®? As to the 'Hizb ut-
Tahrir case', criminal prosecution was based on the decision of the Supreme Court of
the Russian Federation from 14 February 200388 on the recognition of the Hizb ut-
Tahrir as a terrorist organization and banning its activities in the Russian Federation.
Under the excuse of Hizb ut-Tahrir members search, massive searches and regular
interrogations and arrests are conducted in the homes of Muslims. According to
Ukrainian law, Hizb ut-Tahrir acted legally and freely in the Crimea. Currently, 14
activists are under the arrest in the Crimea for alleged violation of Article 205.5 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation "Organization of the activities of a

terrorist organization and participation in the activities of the organization".

80 The situation of National Minorities in Crimea Following Its Annexation by Russia 2016.
81 The situation of National Minorities in Crimea Following Its Annexation by Russia 2016.
82 The situation of National Minorities in Crimea Following Its Annexation by Russia 2016: 15.

83 Mdenepansnas Cryx6a besomacnoctu Poccwuiickoii @enepanun. (2016, 25 October). Enunbrii dhemepansHbIii
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Klymenko notes the lack of the evidence4 about their participation in extremist
activities. Only books and movies with religious content were found during

searches.88

Another target of the Crimean government was the Crimean Tatars mass media. The
Crimean Tatar channel ATR was accused of promulgating extremism. Earlier, it was
ordered that all TV channels broadcasting in the Crimea report less on the activities
of the Mejlis, and its former leader Mustafa Dzhemilev in particular.®® Additionally,
the director of the Art Union of the Crimean Tatar Program at the Krym channel

Kishveyev as well as its editor Ganiyev were sent to vacation obligatorily.8&

Earlier, in June 2014, Russian president Putin, by special federal law amended the
existing law on extremism in the Russian Federation. New provisions established the
legal responsibility for the financing extremism, as well as sharing in the Internet.%’
Such legislation, although not containing concrete criteria of what extremism is,
allowed Ministry of Inferior to act freely against all those discordant.

In April 2015, Aksyonov signed decree establishing the Crimean Tatar Public TV
Channel. 177 million rub was allocated for this project. As the Crimean prime-
minister said the journalists from the closed ATR channel can apply for job as well:
"If you want to participate in the process, then why not. There are no restrictions.
There is only limitation for individuals who do not recognize the annexation of the
Crimea to the Russian Federation. We are ready to invite professionals."® During
the press-conference he also noted that the creation of this channel is the part of the
program of the signed by Putin on 21 April, 2014, decree "On measures for the

884 14 Muslims are detained under the 'Hizb ut-Tahrir case'. (2016, 9 June). Crimean Human Rights Group.
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85 Hezapucumoe TB B KpbiMy o6BunmIM B skcTpumusMme. (2014, 24 September). Pycckas cayacoa BBC.
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rehabilitation of the Armenian, Bulgarian, Greek, the Crimean Tatar and German
peoples and the state support for their revival and development."8® According to the
document, in the near future a separate program for the economic development of the
Crimea until 2020 will be to developed, whose authors will include measures aimed
at national, cultural and spiritual revival of these peoples.

Furthermore, on 1 April, 2015, the registration of the Crimean mass media expired.
At midnight on 31 March 2015, the Crimean Tatar channel ATR ceased to broadcast
the first, due to the refusal to register in Roskomnadzor. Until March 31, 2015 in the
Crimea, a number of national, the Crimean Tatar media operated, including the
newspaper Yany Dunya, Qwim, Voice of Crimea, Avdet magazine - Kasevet, Yildiz,
news agencies - Crimean News Agency - QHA, and Internet portal 15minut.org, TV
channels - ATR and Lale, radio Meydan. Among these media outlets, only the
newspaper Golos Kryma (Voice of Crimea) obtained Russian registration, which has
Russian edition, and issues the Crimean Tatar children's magazine Armanchyk.8 In
addition, the Avdet newspaper decided to reduce its print run till 1000 in order to

save the outlet, which is possible according to the Russian legislation.8%

Searches and confiscations were also conducted in religious and educational
institutions of the Crimean Tatars. The deputy mufti of the Spiritual Directorate of
the Muslims of the Crimea Asadullah Bairov said that between June and September
2014, 8 out 10 religious schools in the Crimea operating under the auspices of the
DUMK had been searched for prohibited literature. 8% According to Bairov's
interview for Human Rights Watch, in September 2014, searches for ‘extremist

literature' in several mosques and Islamic schools had been conducted. On September
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891 Federal Service on Control in the Sphere of Communications, Information Technologies and Mass Media.
Crioco0blI 1 afpeca nojaqu 3assiaeHns o perucrpauun CMU. Retrieved from  http://rkn.gov.ru/mass-
communications/smi-registation/#0
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17, authorities searched a mosque in Simferopol and on September 2, a mosque in
Yalta.®% According to the data gathered by the Crimean Field Mission, on September
9, police and the FSB searched a boarding school in the Bakhchisarai area,
confiscating three religious books from the school library. Children were on the
school premises at the time of the search. As reported by the Crimean Field Mission,
some of the students' parents said that police asked the children to remove all items
with the Crimean Tatar symbols on it.8%* Also, Asadullah Bairov told Human Rights
Watch that between June and October 2014, DUMK had had several meetings with
the de-facto prime minister of the Crimea, Sergey Aksyonov, during which they
voiced concern about the searches, noting that religious schools, mosques, and the
Muslim population in general were not given enough time to dispose of literature

prohibited by Russian law.8%

Nevertheless, important instrument of the integration of the Crimean Tatars with
Russian was created.?%® Taurida Mufti was considered as a counter institution for the
Spiritual Administration of the Muslims of the Crimea (DUMK).%%” The Mufti was
established in August 2014, under the auspice of the head of the Spiritual
Administration of the Muslims of Russia, supreme mufti Talgat Tadjuddin. As the
head of the World Russian Peoples' Synod, expert on Islam Roman Silant'yev said
underlying the link between the religion and state in Russia, as well as targeting

those disloyal:

Most of the pro-Russian Crimean Tatars thus restored historic clutch that
had been prescribed to establish by Catherine Il, and established by

89 Rights in Retreat: 2014: 17.
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0630p cumyayuu ¢ npasamu yeiogexa 8 Kpoimy]. Retrieved from
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Nicholas I in the XIX century. Now the state will have a reliable support
among Muslims of the Crimea.5%

As Kazarin notes, from the very first day of the occupation, Moscow has been trying
to tame the Crimean Tatars. When Dzhemilev and Chubarov refused to cooperate
with Moscow they were banned from entrance to the Crimea. Another attempt of
Kremlin was a cadre policy. Thus, the vice head of Mejlis llyasov agreed to become
a deputy speaker of the Crimean parliament from the United Russia party. And
Ruslan Balbek became the deputy prime miniter of the republic. Besides, the head of
the DUMK Emirali Ablayev also appeared to be loyal to the Russian leadership.8%
However, these are the only achievements of Moscow. It failed to coopt event the
ATR channel in the Crimea. The worsening of the relations between Russia and
Turkey affected the position of the Crrimean Tatars not in a positive way, Warsaw
University expert Ridvan Bari Urcosta maintains.®® Thus, on 26 April 2016, Mejlis
of the Crimean Tatars was recognized an extremist organization and prohibited.
During the hearing, Prosecutor General Poklonskaya called Mejlis not the
organization of the Crimean Tatar people but 'the puppet of the West' %

Such oppression of the Crimean Tatars provoked a response by their leaders. Here,
Mustafa Dzhemilev and head of the Mejlis Refat Chubarov took part in the UN
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples which was held in late September 2014 in
New York despite Moscow's protest. During the conference, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Pavlo Klimkin expressed his concern as to the oppression of the Crimean
Tatars and called for the international community's response to the actions of Russia

in the Crimea.®%?
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In its turn, Minority Rights Group Europe (MRG) and the Eastern Partnership
Minorities Network condemned the physical attack against the Crimean Tatar
activist, Nadir Bekirov which prevented him from attending the UN World
Conference on Indigenous Peoples in New York. "The protection of minorities is not
only a challenge and a human rights imperative for the authorities of the occupied
territory of the Crimea, it is also part of the solution of the conflict, and a way to
prevent further degradations," said Neil Clarke, the Director of MRG Europe.®®
Furthermore, in March 2015, members of the UN Security Council held informal
consultations on the situation in the Crimea with participation of the former head of
the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people Mustafa Dzhemilev, who stated the need to
strengthen sanctions against Russia to force it to abandon the Crimea, as well as the
infringement of the rights of the Crimean Tatars and their massive outflow from the

Crimea.%*

On 18 May, 2014, European Commissioner for Enlargement and European
Neighborhood Policy Stefan Fule said that Europe will keep tabs on the observation
of the rights of the Crimean Tatars and relies on the support of the Ukrainian
authorities in this matter, Interfax-Ukraine reported.®® In its turn, United Nations
noted the violation of the human rights in the Crimea in its report. The report
condemns the violations of the citizenship rights, property rights, freedom of speech
and mass media, and particularly mass trials among the Crimean Tatars population in
the Crimea.®® Following the publication of the numerous reports and resolutions of
the international organizations, the State Duma finally approved the law recognizing

93 Minority Rights Group International.(2014, 24 September). Crimean Tatar activist attacked and prevented
from speaking at a UN conference — this continues a pattern of intimidation of Crimean Tatar people. Retrieved
from http://minorityrights.org/2014/09/24/crimean-tatar-activist-attacked-and-prevented-from-speaking-at-a-un-
conference-this-continues-a-pattern-of-intimidation-of-crimean-tatar-people/

904 Mycrada JleMunes npu3Bai He JOIYCTUTH peBpaienus Kpbiva B saepHylo 6a3y. (2015, 19 March). LienTp
Hosocreit OOH. Retrieved from http://www.un.org/russian/news/story.asp?NewsID=23393# WF6JK_mLRPY

95 Europe to respond to all violations of Crimean Tatars' rights: Fule. (2014, 18 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved from http://gha.com.ua/en/politics/europe-to-respond-to-all-violations-of-crimean-tatars-rights-
fule/131429/

906 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2014, 15 December). Report on the
human rights situation in Ukraine. Retrieved from
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/fUA/OHCHR_eighth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf

248



the activity of domestic and international organizations as objectionable if "it
threatens the foundations of the constitutional system of Russia, its defense and
security”. Although the law prescribes fines and even imprisonment, it does not

provide the criteria for defining the unwanted actors.®"’

It would be incorrect to suggest that Tatars in the Crimea abandoned all activities.
Although, due to the legislation on extremism of the Crimea expressing any
discordance is impossible, the Crimean Tatars chose to act through diaspora in
Ukraine and Turkey. Thus, the Crimean Tatars diaspora in Ankara and Eskisehir
(Turkey) is actively involved into these activities. For instance, the Platform of the
Crimean Tatar Organizations was established by 43 Crimean Tatar NGOs in Turkey
and their meeting was held in Ankara on 4-5 April, 2015. The resolution of the
meeting condemned the occupation of the Crimea by Russia, called for the
restoration of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine and declared the
non-recognition of the new status of the Crimea.®*® Furthermore, on 17 May, 2015, in
Ankara, the meeting of the commemoration of the victims of the deportation was
held. °° The Crimean Tatars diaspora in Eskisehir was actively preparing the
commemoration of the deportation, by organizing meeting on 18 May, opening

memorial to the victims of this event.%10

Moreover, the Platform of the Crimean Tatar Organizations in Turkey made a
decision to arrange World Congress of the Crimean Tatars in Turkey on 31 July - 2
August, 2015. There were two committees established for preparations for the World

Congress of the Crimean Tatars, which were the Organization Committee - which
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would choose the city, invite the participants; and the Law Committee to prepare the

draft status of the Congress.®!

Turkish government did not impede the activities but rather supported the
community, as the Ukrainian government did. The state level support in Turkey
could be seen not only in the permission of the Crimean Tatars Community to act,
and meetings to take place, but also in cultural events. Thus, the Presidency on Turks
Abroad and Related Communities under the Prime Ministry, together with the
Association of the Crimean Turks conducted a Congress on "Interstate Crimea, Exile
and Ismail Gaspirali" as well as "May 18, 1944 Deportation Commemoration”

ceremony.9?

As to the Ukrainian government, on 14 May, 2015, Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
decided to call the Crimean Simferopol Airport in the name of fighter ace and twice
Hero of the Soviet Union Amet-Khan Sultan who shot down 49 aircraft of the Reich
during the Second World War. %13 On 15 May, Refat Chubarov became the deputy of
the Ukrainian parliament as a member of the Presidential party - Petro Poroshenko's
block.°* Besides, the same day, Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a decree on

commemoration of the deportation’s 71th anniversary on the state level.**®

Earlier, President Poroshenko called for the Constitutional Commission to protect
and secure the rights of the Tatars. It is also important to note that Ukrainian
government, within 25 years of independence, failed to adopt the legislation on the

indigenous status of the Crimean Tatars. At the same time, the law on the
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rehabilitation of the rights of the deported people was adopted only on 17 April,
2014, right after the referendum on the status of republic, by the interim government
of Ukraine. This document, apart from defining the main concepts of the issue,
promoted voluntary return of the formerly deported people to Ukraine, their
adaptation and integration into Ukrainian society of deported persons, created
conditions for their resettlement, land supply, housing, employment, education,
preservation and development of ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity. It

also specified the financial measures of the support of this category of citizens.®8

In March 2015, during the visit of the Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
Ukraine, the presidents of both republics agreed on measures to ensure the rights and
freedoms of the Crimean Tatars in Ukraine.®'” Additionally, it is important to note
that the Crimean Tatars supported the anti-terroristic operation in the Eastern
Ukraine that was launched by the president Poroshenko after the separation of
Donets'’k and Luhans'k regions of Ukraine in May, 2014. Thus, the special Crimean

Tatars battalion was acting in the Southern Ukraine against separatism.

One of the radical activities of the Crimean Tatars organized together with the Rights
Sector activists was the food blockade of the entrance to the Crimea on 20
September, 2015. The trucks with the goods could not enter the territory of the
peninsula in the Chaplynka, Chongar and Kalanchak. Another important issue is the
project of the Crimean Tatar national autonomy in Kherson region of Ukraine that
was discussed widely. In November, 2015, the journalist of ATR Osman Pashaev, on
his Facebook page proposed the idea of the autonomy the goal of which would be to
revive the Crimean Tatar language in all spheres and the renewal of the work of the
Crimean higher educational institutions. This idea was supported by the president

Petro Poroshenko who initiated the establishment of the commission on this
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251



project.®® However, initially, the document defined the autonomy of the Crimean
Tatars as national-cultural autonomy, which did not satisfy the Mejlis leaders: they
insisted on national-territorial autonomy. Poroshenko, in his turn, agreed to submit
the bill that would presume "the provision in the Constitution according to which
Crimea would remain an integral part of Ukraine, and at the same time, would
become a "national-territorial formation, whereby the Crimean Tatar people would
realize their right to self-determination.”®° Such formulation Carnegie Moscow
Center expert Kazarin explains by the intention of Kyiv to please the Crimean Tatars,
on the one hand, but to escape the accusations of the surrender of the region to the
Tatars, on the other.

Later, on 22 September, 2015, Verkhovna Rada approved the document that included
recommendations to the President of Ukraine to prepare amendments to the
Constitution and laws of Ukraine and submit them to the Parliament regarding the
deprivation of the special status of Sevastopol, as well as recognition of the Crimean
Tatars, the Karaites and Krymchaks indigenous peoples of Ukraine. It was also
proposed to consider changes of the status of the Autonomous Republic of the
Crimea to the Crimean Tatar Autonomous Republic; to consider the possibility of
creating a consultative body under the President of Ukraine for de-occupation and
reintegration of the temporarily occupied territory of the Autonomous Republic of

the Crimea and Sevastopol into Ukraine.%?°

However, there is still the Crimean Tatar population loyal to the Russian
government. Sebat is the public organization of the Crimean Tatars that was

established in 2011 and opposed to the land acquisitions by the Crimean Tatars as
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well as to Mejlis. As it was stated in the open letter of the organization, it stood for
the closer collaboration with the Crimean government as well as the Federal center
for the sake of the well-being and future developments of the region.%?! It accused
Dzhemilev of provocations. Another pro-Russian organization is Qirim Birligi.
However, the more important is the position of the Muftiyat. The head mufti of the
Crimea haci Emirali Ablayev appeared to be collaborating with the Russian
government. Thus, in September 2014, it was announced that there would not be a
separate Crimean Mufiyat established; rather only the Spiritual Administration of the

Muslims of the Crimea (DUMK) would continue to operate.®?2

However, the Taurida Muftiyat was established by the Russians. Unlike DUMK, it
did not enjoy the influence among the Crimean Tatars.®?® For its 'promotion’ Kremlin
would have to spend more than one year, and considerable sums from the Russian
budget. Getting control of the finished structure was a less costly and troublesome
option for Russia. At the same time the Muslim Board for over 20 years worked in
sync with the Mejlis, and was in fact its department. The Mejlis believed that Islam
was the only one of the components of national identity that had been preserved in

the deportation and was to preserve and develop the historic homeland.

In opinion of the journalist Derkach, fatal error of the Crimean Tatar leaders was the
decision to transfer to DUMK monopoly on the religious life of the Crimean
Muslims. This became evident on the eve of the World Congress of the Crimean
Tatars in Ankara, in July-August 2015. Then it was discovered that the Mufti Ablaev
set out on my own and no longer coordinate with the Majlis. Russia has failed to take
control of the most influential organization of the Crimean Tatars, and was forced to

limit its 'religious department'.®?* Mejlis received heavy blow - it did not have people

921 Sebat. Official web page of the organization. Retrieved from http://sebat-crimea.ru/sebat

922 Pykooacto JYMK o6¢yauno ¢ ractamu Kpeima nmpo6aemsl mycyiasMan. (2014, 9 September). IJPO
Hyxoenoe Ynpasienue Mycyroman Kpvima u 2. Cesacmonons. Retrieved from
http://gmdi.org/index.php/ru/arkhiv-novostej/2014-god/316-rukovodstvo-dumk-obsudilo-s-vlastyami-kryma-
problemy-musulman

923 Nepxau, A. (2016, 3 February). Kpsivckuit MyTusT: ckope MepTB, ueM xuB.. Kpiv.Peamuu. Retrieved from
http://ru.krymr.com/a/27530185.html

924 Nepkau 2016.
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with religious education, with influence among the faithful. When Mustafa
Dzhemilev expressed the need to create a coupling on the 'mainland’, the question
arose as to who will implement this idea. And then there was an awkward pause.
This situation was ideal for the occupants: they took control of the organization,
which was authoritative, not because of the potential, but because of the status,
which could be easily adjusted. DUMK for the Crimean Tatars, as opposed to all
movements of the Quwm and Qurim Birligi is a legitimate organization, because
Ablayev was elected by the Kurultay of Muslims. In this case, it is not a religious
authority on the level of their knowledge of Islam. In Russia, which is trying to
integrate the Crimea, there is much more educated Islam muftis. A deputy and
assistant head of the Muslim Board, with fairly deep knowledge of religion, is too

young and undistinguished, to become spiritual leader.%°

Thus, during the OSCE conference in Warsaw, in late September, 2016, his assistant
Ayder Islyamov noted that "within 23 years that the Crimea was a part of Ukraine
none of the documents on rehabilitation of the Crimean Tatars had been adopted".%?
At the same time, the head of the Spiritual Administration of the Muslims of Ukraine
Said Ismagilov talked in his interview about the religious cleanings in the Crimea
regarding the Crimean Tatars and Russian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv

Patriarchy.%?’

It is also noteworthy that the European Union failed to address the issue of the
Crimean Tatars and the persecution of the activists within the Minsk Agreements
framework. While it imposed the the economic sanctions on the Russian Federation,
it cannot be treated as sufficient measure against the violation of the international law

and the human rights abuses that can be recorded in the Crimea since 2014.

925 Nepkau 2016.

926 3amectuTens MypTus Kpeiva pacckasan wienam OBCE o curyauuun B Kpeimy. (2016, 27 September). I[[PO
Hyxoenoe Ynpasienue Mycynoman Kpvima u 2. Cesacmonons. Retrieved from
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4TOOBI B3Th 110]] KOHTPOJIb KphIMCKuX Tatap . (2014, 12 December). IPress.ua. Retrieved from
http://ipress.ua/ru/articles/muftyy_sayd_ysmagylov_rossyya sozdala_v_krimu_parallelnoe_duhovnoe_obedynen
ye_musulman_chtobi_vzyat pod_kontrol_krimskyh_tatar_100040.html
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It is important to note that the Crimean Tatars have high group coherence, and ethnic
and political consciousness. This was noted by the author during the research. The
Tatars follow the trials in the Crimea, kidnappings, arrests and searches. All
interviewees insisted on the anonymous replies. Thus, discussing the issue of the
arrests and trials according to the '26th February' case, one of the Crimean Tatar
activists said that "if this happened when the Crimea was the part of the Ukraine and
in accordance with the Ukrainian legislation, why Russia is investigating it and
punishing activists according to the Russian legislation? Isn't it just a purge?"92® She
continued by describing the Hizb-Ut organization, the activity of which in the
Crimea was no more than cultural and educational; however, the Russian security
services ascribe all discordant in the Crimea to the list of the political activists of this
organization and treat them as terrorists. °° Similarly, one more activist was
threatened to be under the trial in case if she did not provide prejudicial evidence
against one of the Muslim activists the prosecutor needed. Another minority that has
been the target for the Russian security services is ethnic Ukrainian of the Crimea.
Due to the lower number of them, as well as lack of the organized activities and

registered organizations, they are treated better by the Russian government.

7.3.2. Ukrainians in the Annexed Crimea

In case of the Crimean Ukrainians, religious and educational institutions became the
first target of the Russian authorities. In the schools, curriculum is being changed.
Firstly, the Crimean departments of education announced that Ukrainian language
and literature would be studied only as an elective.®® Secondly, the number of
lessons in Russian language and literature, history and geography was raised.®! On

October 9, the Crimean Minister of Education, Science, and Youth, Nataliya

928 Interview with the Crimean Tatar activist. (2016, 26 October). Ankara.
929 Interview with the Crimean Tatar activist. (2016, 26 October). Ankara.

930 Ykpaunckwii a3bIk B mKonax KpeiMa 6yner usydarbes no xenanuo. (2014, 27 May). Hosocmu Kpviua.
Retrieved from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/5/27/ukrainskii-yazyk-v-shkolah-kryma-budet-izuchatsya-
po-zhelaniju-13415/

931 YuuTs no-pyccku. (2015, 3 March). Kommersant.ru. Retrieved from http://kommersant.ru/doc/2680187
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Goncharova, said that the demand for Ukrainian instruction in the Crimea was
rapidly declining.®®? As a result, only twenty schools in the Crimea have separate
Ukrainian classes; while none of the schools offers instruction fully in Ukrainian.®®
Such situation determined massive job losses among teachers of Ukrainian, who now
have to choose another source of income or retrain at their own expense. In addition,
high school students planning to take the External Independent Evaluation (the
Ukrainian equivalent to the United States’ Scholastic Aptitude Test) in order to enter
universities in Ukraine are thus deprived of an opportunity to study in accordance

with the Ukrainian curriculum.%*

On 20 May, 2015, the Crimean parliament adopted the law on education in the
Crimea. Although, during the readings of the draft, Remzi llyasov tried to include the
obligatory lessons of the three official languages in the schools, this was not support
by the vice speaker loffe and speaker Konstantinov that argued for the elective
classes of Ukrainian and the Crimean Tatar languages.®®®

Human rights reports and observers draw particular attention to the orphan children.
Thus, Klymenko notes that after the annexation, 4323 children deprived of parential
care were automatically recognized as Russian citizenship and therefore lost their
chance to choose the citizenship or place of residence. ®® Taking into the
consideration the law on adoption of children by foreigners known as Dima
Yakovlev law, these children have lesser chances to be adopted by Ukrainians or

foreigners.

As to the persecutions, the arrests and court trials on the participation in ‘extremist’

activities are going on. Leonid Kuzmin and Veldar Shukurdzhiev are some of those

932 MonuapoBa: Cpoc Ha YKPAaUHCKUI s3bIK B KPHIMCKUX IIKONAX pesko nafaet. (2014, 9 October). RIA
Novosti. Retrieved from https://ria.ru/education/20141009/1027621414.html. Klymenko 2015: 11.

933 ['oHyapoBa: CIpoc Ha YKPauHCKMIA A3bIK B KPHIMCKUX IIKONaX pesko nanaet. (2014, 9 October). Klymenko
2015: 11.

934 Klymenko 2015: 11.

935 KprIMcKwii MapiaMenT MpUHSI B TIEPBOM UTeHUH 3aKoH «O6 o6pasosanmu B PecrryGmuke Kpemv».(2015, 20
May). REGNUM. Retrieved from https://regnum.ru/news/cultura/1926294.html

936 Crimea Field Mission on Human Rights. (June 2014). Brief Review of the Situation in Crimea. Retrieved from
http://crimeahr.org/sites/default/files/ crimea_field_mission_report_june_2014_eng.pdf: 18.
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who were detained at a rally in memory of the Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko
March 9 in Simferopol. Then, on March 12 the trial took place, where activists
carried a punishment for the use of Ukrainian attributes - the presence of the yellow-
blue flags and ribbons on said shares. According to the court decision, activists were
assigned community services lasting 40 hours each.%’ Another activist Vladimir
Baluha's house was searched on the ground of his use of the Ukrainian flag.®*® There
are also numerous reports as to the assaults on the Ukrainian activists in the

Crimea.*®

Nevertheless, feeling the assimilation of the Ukrainian culture, Ukrainians of the
Crimea managed to establish a cultural center in Simferopol. They underlined that
the mission of this center is rather public and cultural than political: the center aims
at establishing Ukrainian library, popularizing Ukrainian folk culture and preparing

student for entering Ukrainian universities.%°

Apart from the activists, the representatives of the Ukrainian religious communities
in the region who expressed their discordance during the Anti-Maidan events in the
Crimea also appeared to be the target of the Russian authorities. Thus, in March
2014, five parishes of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church reported the fact of the
getting threatened. Besides, the priests from Sevastopol, Yalta, and Yevpatoriia were
kidnapped and later released. One of them, Mykolai Kwich, said he was questioned
by members of the Crimean 'self-defense’ force and Russian intelligence officers and
charged with extremism.®** On September 2, the priest from Yevpatoriya, Bohdan

Kostetsky, and twelve parishioners were detained on the way to Yalta, placed in a

937 B KpriMy cosanu "YKkpauHCKuii KynbsTypHbIi nentp”. (2015, 8 May). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved from
http://zn.ua/CULTURE/v-krymu-sozdali-ukrainskiy-kulturnyy-centr-175390_.html

938 ®CPH nposena 0ObICK B 10ME YKpaHHCKOTo akTuBHcTa B Kpeimy. (2015, 7 May). Gordon.com. Retrieved from
http://gordonua.com/news/crimea/fsb-provelo-obysk-v-dome-ukrainskogo-aktivista-v-krymu--79717.html

939 B KphbIMy 3a/1epKajli JBOUX YKPAMHCKUX aKTUBHCTOB M MOILCKOro xypHanucta. (2015, 14 March).
TSN. Retrieved from http://ru.tsn.ua/ukrayina/v-krymu-zaderzhali-dvuh-ukrainskih-aktivistov-i-polskogo-
zhurnalista-415608.html
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941 B CepacrormoJie U3 XpamMa MOXUTUIIN TPEKO-KaToJINdecKoro casimennunka. (2014, 15 March). VHHAH.
Retrieved from http://www.unian.net/politics/896876-v-sevastopole-iz-hrama-pohitili-greko-katolicheskogo-
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basement, interrogated, and released the following day without charge. These actions
were likely acts of intimidation related to the pro-Ukrainian and pro-Maidan position
of the Greek Catholic Church in Ukraine.®* The Greek Catholic priests remaining in

the peninsula await clarification of the church's legal status. 943

Parishioners and the priest of St. Clement of Rome, a Ukrainian Orthodox church in
Sevastopol that sits on the grounds of a Ukrainian Naval Academy facility, have
been barred from using the building.®** On June 1, a group of armed men in Russian
Cossack dress broke into a Ukrainian Orthodox church in Perevalnoye village, in the
Simferopol district, and destroyed religious relics. Archbishop Klyment of
Simferopol and thr Crimea reported that the police took the invaders' side and

refused to register a complaint.®#°

The pastor of the Salvation Army's Crimean branch, Ruslan Zuyev, who had reported
on the pressure applied to representatives of Protestant religious groups in the
Crimea, was forced to leave the Crimea with his family in June. He had been
repeatedly summoned by the FSB for airing 'pro-Ukrainian' views.%* In early March,
Rabbi Mikhail Kapustin of the Communities of Reform Judaism of Simferopol and
Ukraine fled the Crimea with his family. Kapustin had denounced Russian
aggression in the Crimea. % In late February, someone painted a swastika and anti-
Semitic graffiti on his Ner Tamid synagogue. In April, vandals defaced Sevastopol's

monument to the 4,200 Jews, including Crymchaks (a small and separate indigenous

942 B KpbIMy Heu3BeCTHbIE MOXUTHWIN cBsameHnHuka YKL u 15 npuxoxan. (2014, 3 September). NB News.
Retrieved from http://nbnews.com.ua/ru/news/131000/

943 Klymenko 2014: 11.

944 Katonukam CeBacTomoJis PN He Bo3Bpamath kocten C. Kimumenra, koTopsiit Bo Bpemera CCCP 6bin
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group of Tatar-speaking Crimean Jews), who were murdered by the Nazi occupiers
on July 12, 1942.%%® On June 13, the facade of the Chukurcha Jami mosque in
Simferopol was damaged when someone threw a Molotov cocktail at it. A
surveillance camera recorded the attack, but a perpetrator has yet to be identified or
arrested. In addition, the fence next to the mosque was painted with a black swastika

and the arson date.%*°

During the research, the author met with the Ukrainians of the Crimea as well.
Unfortunately, few of them refused to answer the questions of the interview simply
saying 'l don't want to go to prison'®®® or "You know everything. There is nothing new
I can surprise you with'.®! It is important to note that these people do not have plans
to stay in the Crimea. They are trying to move to Kyiv or anywhere in Europe. To
conclude, ethnic and religious minorities in the Crimea experienced a serious
violations of their rights to freedom, security, property, education and cultural
developments; freedoms of expression, assembly, movement, association, religion.
Such tensions on the peninsula are aggravated by the economic recession which is

discussed in the next section.

7.4. Economic Developments in the Crimea

Needless to say that the transition period in the Crimea touched upon not only legal
provisions but also economy. The economic decline was severe, that can be
explained by industrial production decline, economic sanctions, withdrawal of
investments, less number of tourists in the region, break-up of the main

transportation routes.

948 B Cemacromnose 0CKBepHHIIH MaMsTHEK JKepTBam xomokocta. (2014, 22 April). VHHAH. Retrieved from
http://www.unian.net/politics/910196-v-sevastopole-oskvernili-pamyatnik-jertvam-holokosta.html

949 Klymenko 2015: 11.
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91 Interview with the faculty member of one of the Crimean universities. (2016, 27 October). Simferopol.
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7.4.1. Economic Sanctions of the European Union

Economic sanctions affected the economy of the Crimea, as well as economies of
Ukraine and Russia. Having signed the Association Agreement with the European
Union, Ukraine found itself facing additional pressure from Russia: the Kremlin
demanded that Kyiv delay the implementation of the Free Trade Zone procedures
with the EU as a condition for not introducing additional customs duties for
Ukrainian goods. *2 In response, Kyiv made a list of Russian goods whose
importation to Ukraine could be banned.®*® This tactic resembled what was seen in
August when Russia reacted to the economic sanctions of the EU and the US by
launching trade bans on certain categories of goods originating from involved
countries, as well as those from Ukraine and Moldova.®* Thus, the EU prohibited the
import of the Crimean goods without Ukrainian signs. Furthermore, on October 10,
Kyiv announced a ban on products from the Crimea on the grounds of their disparity
with the sanitary norms of Ukraine, demanding that food production companies of
the Russian Federation mark their goods in a certain way.*® As | said earlier, the
economic emargo is an important tool of the EU for punishment Russia but it is not

sufficient.

7.4.2. Economic Development

According to the data of the newly established Ministry of Economic Development
of the Crimea, the volume of industrial production in 2014 dropped by 9.9% in
comparison with 2013. Index of industrial production, that constituted 90.1% in

952 Ykpaune nperbaBUIM IAThIA myHKT. (2014, 10 September). RIA-Novosti.
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2014, constitutes 98.1% in 2015.%%° According to the same report, the growth rates in
extracting industry dropped from 23.7 to 7.2%, in 2014, comparatively to 2013. At
the same time, the recession in processing industry aggravated from - 2.7% to -

11.8%; energy production - from - 2.8% to - 16.1% respectively.%’

The negative impact on the overall index of industrial production has a branch of
engineering: in 2014 the volume of production declined by 17.1%. The decline in
engineering production due primarily to the absence of a sufficient volume of orders
for large shipbuilding enterprises of the Republic of the Crimea - Ship building
factory More, and Zaliv, as well as reduced heavy machine production of products at
Firm SELMA, Simferopol Electrotechnical Plant, plant Simferopolselmash.®®

Russia has illegally taken control over more than 400 Ukrainian enterprises and
seized some 18 onshore and offshore hydrocarbon fields. In 2013, Ukraine signed
exploration and production agreements for large areas of Crimea's eastern and
western coast with a number of international energy giants including Eni, EDF,
ExxonMobil and Royal Dutch Shell.**® At the enterprises of crude oil and natural
gas, increase in the index of industrial production amounted 20%. High growth rates
of the mining industry due to the increase in natural gas production in the Black Sea
by 23% equal to 1.977 billion cubic meters. Oil production decreased by 5% to 9.4
thousand tons, which was caused by the suspension of the process in connection with
the maintenance of wells in the oil field Aktashskoe of Krymtopenergoservis.
Production of gas condensate decreased by 2% and amounted 63.5 thousand tons.
The decline in gas condensate admitted to Shtormovoye condensate field in

connection with the development of the resource. At the same time, works for the

956 MunucTepcTBO 5KOHOMUYECKOTO pa3suTus Pecny6auku Kpeiv. (2015, February). Mmozu coyuanvio-
aKkoHoMuyecko2o pazeumusi Pecnybuxu Kpoiv 3a sneapo-gespans 2015 200a. Retrieved from
http://minek.rk.gov.ru/file/File/2015/macro/macro_02_2015.pdf

957 MUHHCTEpPCTBO S5KOHOMUYECKOTo pa3BuTus Pecniybnuxu Kpeim. (2014). Mmozu coyuansno-skonomuuecko2o
pazeumust Pecnybauxu Kpoim 3a 2014 200. Retrieved from http://minek.rk.gov.ru/file/File/2015/02-
Febrary/09/macro2014_16-02.pdf: 5.
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extraction of minerals and quarrying output decreased by 28.4%°° Investments into

the main capital decreases from 51 billion rub, in 2013, to 21.5 billion rub in 2014.%!

Not only sanctions, but also the need to re-register the enterprises in accordance with
the Russian legislation affected the economy of the region. Besides, as the report of
the Ministry says the economic recession in the Crimea, in 2014, had following
implications: renegotiation of contracts) and the development of new business
relations between enterprises of the Crimea; changes in logistics (significantly
increased the time spent on transportation of goods, virtually no railway
communication exists); loss of traditional markets; reorientation of the trade
enterprises of the Crimea to cooperation with the producers from other regions of the
Russian Federation; review of the structure of sown areas of crops towards

replacement of the water-dependent crops with the drought-resistant.®62

The entry of the Republic of the Crimea into the Russian Federation and the
difficulties of the transition period had the most significant impact on the results of
the transport industry. According to the estimations of the Ministry of economic
development of the Crimea, in 2014 cargo decreased by 32.1% due to: decrease of
the volume of work in enterprises of maritime and rail transport due to the lack of
cargo to be transported, before arriving in transit through the Ukrainian railways;
break-up of the long-term relationships with companies performing cruise voyages to
ports of the Crimea, due to the fear of the ship-owners on the introduction of
international sanctions upon arrival in the Crimean port; insufficient capacity of ferry
that arose due to the redistribution of passengers and freight traffic flows entering the
Republic of the Crimea. The most significant decline was recorded in the railway
transport. Given the share of the rail in the total volume of commercial freight of
goods constitutes 52.3% this kind of transportation decreased by 41.5%.%2 This
determined the wider use of the airlines and sea transportation means. The total

%0 Paul 2015: 6.
%1 PIToru coluanbHO-3KOHOMUYECKOro passutus Pecry6muxu Kpeim 3a 2014 ron, 2014: 11.
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number of passengers served by the airport Simferopol in 2014 increased by 2.4

times and amounted to 2.8 million passengers.®®*

As it can be seen from the estimations above, for the Crimea, the lack of the transport
routes connecting peninsula with the mainland of the Russian Federation is one of
the biggest challenges. In this regard, the bridge over the Kerch strait that will
connect the Eastern Crimean town Kerch with the Krasnodar region of the Southern

Russia was launched in April 2015.

As Pavel Kazarin with the reference to the Crimean Statistics Committee
estimates,®®® one year after the annexation, products have risen in price by about
43%, alcohol and tobacco - by 50%. Public services also rose - by 27%. In addition,
he notes the loss of the working places by those engaged in the foreign trade and
tourism. Besides, the absence of the international payment systems determined the
only cash payments in the region. Russian banks, fearing sanctions preferred not to
work in the Crimea, therefore, the commission for the use of their cards in the

regions is significant.%®

Political conflict and sanctions negatively affected the foreign trade of the Crimea. If
in 2013, the export constituted $904.9 million,%7 in 2014, it dropped to $147.9
million. %8 As to the import of goods, in 2013, it amounted $1044.4 million,
compared to $84.2 million, in 2014. At the same time, it has positive effect on trade
balance which changed from $-139.6, in 2013, to $63.7 million, in 2014. The

structure of the foreign trade has also changed due to the political reasons. Thus, in
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2013, the CIS countries constituted 40.9% of the export of the republic, and 24.6% in
the structure of import. %° In 2014, its value amounted 23.8% and 9.5%
respectively.®® In 2014, the largest exports of goods were carried to Turkey - 18.3%
of total exports, Switzerland - 17.8%, Panama - 12.5%, Saudi Arabia - 9.8%,
Belgium - 8% and Libya - 6.2%. The largest volumes of imported goods come from
Romania - 45,1% of total imports, Germany - 8.5%, Italy - 12.6%, Turkey - 6.7%,
Finland - 4% and Panama - 3.1%,%"* since most of the European countries imposed

trade bans on the goods of the Russian Federation and the Crimea, in particular.

Tourism constituted one of the important sources of the Crimean budget before 2014.
However, following the annexation, the region appeared to be the place for vacation
only for the Russians: Europeans have to avoid the Crimea because of the sanctions
while Ukrainians prefer not to suport Russian economy. In 2014, Romanian expert
Stefan noted a drop in tourist arrivals, down from 6.1 million arrivals in the previous
year to only 4 million. This change he attributed to the political events that took
place that year and their consequences, which were described in the previous
sections. The target announced by the Crimean Tourist Authority for 2015 was 4.5
million. But as of September 2015, after the summer season, only 3.4 million tourist
arrivals were registered in the Republic of Crimea.®’? At the same time, in January -
September 2016, 4.9 million tourists attended the region. °”® Prior to 2014,
approximately 75% of the international tourists consisted of Russian citizens, the rest
being from other countries, including Turkey, the Baltic countries, Western Europe
and the USA. Starting with 2014, the role of international tourists was taken by
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Pecnybruxu Kpvim ¢ anpene-oexabpe 2014 2o0a. Retrieved from
http://gosstat.crimea.ru/2010/operativ/arhukoves-2014.php

971 I'eorpauueckas cTpyKTypa BHEIIHEi Topropiu ycnyramu Pecy6muku Kpeim B anpene-nexadpe 2014 roza.

972 Stefan, C. (2015). The Influence of Major Geopolitical Factors on a Region's Tourist Industry and Perception
by Tourists. Case Study: Crimea. Cactus Tourism Journal 12(2): 23.

73 MunnctepcTBO KypopToB U Typusma Pecriy6muku KpeiM. OTueTs! o nesitenbHocTH MUHUCTEpCTBA.
CTaTHCTHYECKHE JaHHBIC. Exxemecsiunas CripaBO4YHas nﬂd)opmaumi 0 KOJIMYECTBE TYPUCTOB, ITIOCETUBIINX
Pecniy6imky Kpeim B Teuenue 2016 ropa. Retrieved from http://mtur.rk.gov.ru/rus/info.php?id=627931

264



Ukrainian citizens. In other words, since the Crimean change of sovereignty, the
number of visitors from Russia has roughly doubled, but the bulk of visitors from
Ukraine has visibly decreased. Since this moment the non-Russian and non-
Ukrainian component of tourist arrivals has almost completely disappeared. Simply
put, the mix of visitors to Crimea has become less diverse and clearly consists
predominantly of an internal component.®” Besides, following the introduction of
the visa regime for the Turkish citizens in January 2016, the number of the tourists

from Turkey decreased.

Since the annexation, property rights in the Crimea have been violated on a massive
scale. All Ukrainian state property on the peninsula is now being expropriated.
Private companies have also been effectively confiscated through hostile takeovers
and forced management changes carried out by 'self-defense' forces. According to the
document issued in late July 2014, all lease contracts on property completed before
the annexation could be terminated prematurely and 400 of them have been
'nationalized’. The lists of the property included all seaports, airports, railroads,
wineries, grain elevators, agricultural enterprises, water and energy supply
infrastructures, and some two hundred health resorts. °”° The famous Nikitskyi
Botanical Gardens, the Artek Children’s Center, the oil and gas company

Chernomorneftegaz, and the Morye shipyard have also been seized.%’®

Not only Ukrainian state property is being nationalized. Many 'nationalized' entities
also include trade unions, higher education institutions, the Academy of Sciences,
and civic organizations. Private companies are not officially expropriated, but are
instead subject to hostile takeovers and smear campaigns from the region's de facto

authorities. In August 24 incident, 'self-defense' henchmen blocked managers of the

974 Stefan 2015: 24.

975 MMopran ITpaBurenscta Pecny6muku Kpeim. (2015, 14 October). Iepeuens nayuonarusuposanmvix 06vexmos
HedsudicuMocmu, nianupyemuix k npooaxce. Retrieved from http://rk.gov.ru/rus/info.php?id=621851

976 TTocranosnerwne I'C PK. O HalMOHANM3aIMY UMYIIECTBA IPEINPUSTHH, yIPEKTEHUMN, OPraHu3aIHii
arpoINpOMBIIITIEHHOT0 KOMITIEKCa, PacoI0KeHHBIX Ha Tepputopun Pecrryomkn Kpsiv. [Ipunoskenne k
TTocranosnenuto 'ocynapcrennoro Cosera PecryGmuku Kpeiv Ne 1836-6/14 IepedeHs npennpusTHi,
YUPEKICHHI, OPraHU3aLUi arpoPOMBIIUICHHOTO KOMILIEKCa, PACIIOIOKEHHBIX Ha TeppuTopun PecryOnnku
KpbIM, HMYIIIECTBO KOTOPBIX HalMOHATH3HpOoBaHo. (2014, 26 March). Retrieved from
http://crimea.gov.ru/act/11841
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large Zaliv shipyard in Kerch from entering—supposedly at the request of the
workers. %’ The plant belonged to Ukrainian billionaire Konstiantyn Zhevago, a
member of parliament who supports the democratic changes in the country. Russian
government as well as the largest state-owned monopolies avoids direct involvement
into the nationalization fearing sanctions. Instead, the de-facto government has been
established to control the process.®’® At the same time, the Crimean leadership faced
serious problems while dealing with the nationalized enterprises. First of all, the lack
of the top managers revealed; secondly, the lack of the investments aggravated the
economic deterioration. Besides, the old markets and contacts have been lost, only
the loans of the Russian banks allowed the Crimean enterprises to survive. As
Klymenko argues, the plan for economic development of the region lacks system,
consistency and funding. Under such conditions, given promises will make Kremlin
to subsidize the region in order to secure at least pensions and public employees'
salaries. Moscow started using national retirement savings funds, as well as the
budget reserves of some regions of Russia, which increasingly fuels local
irritation.®”® According to many experts, this was one of the reasons of the abrogation

of the Crimean Federal District.

Thus, the analyst from the Moscow Carnegie Center Andrey Sambros sees the
nationalization as an attempt of the local authorities to prove that the region will not
consume budget sources but rather contribute to. He notes that while the Russian
oligarchs that owned certain enterprises in the Crimea were at least paid symbolic
money, the Ukrainian owners of the Crimean property were accused of numerous
violations and their posessions were simply seized. Some assets were expropriated in
order to target the political enemies - oligarchs Kolomoysky (Privat Bank) and

Taruta (Ayvazovskoye resort complex on the Southern coast of the Crimea).%&

977 B Kepuu 3axBaTiiu 3aBoj «3amus»? (2014, 25 August). Kerch.FM. Retrieved from
http://kerch.fm/2014/08/25/v-kerchi-zahvatili-zavod-zaliv.html

978 Klymenko 2015: 17 - 18.
979 Klymenko 2015: 17 - 18.

90 Sambros, Andrey (2015, 19 March). Imitating Chavez: A Year of Nationalization in Crimea. Carnegie
Moscow Center. Retrieved fom http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=59421
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According to Carnegie Center expert Malashenko, the annexation of the Crimea is
dual. On the one hand, it is considered as a victory of Putin, and supports his ratings.
On the other hand, the region requires huge amount of money from the federal
budget. For the Crimeans, the situation is the same. While people are satisfied with
the annexation, they face numerous economic, political and social issues, such as the
Russian official and new regulations, growing prices and the ruining of the touristic
potential of the region. As to the future of the region, he mentions two ways of the
evelopment. The one way is to create, first of all, a resort area, some peaceful
economy. And the second way is to equip the Crimea as a territory, which is adjacent
to the Russian military base.%!

The economic deterioration is one of the issues all the interviewees agreed on, as
well as the enormous growth of the prices in the Crimea. Some explained this by the
absence of the price regulation;*®2 some noted the logistics issue.?®3 At the same time,
perception of the economic crisis changes depending on the identification and
political views of the participants. Thus, the Crimean Tatar student from Ankara
called the economic situation in the Crimea 'ruin and devastation’, underlying the
absence of the investment and failure of the touristic sector.®®* In contrast, those who
expressed the support for the Crimea’'s annexation see the economy in extremely

positive way:

Ukraine shut the North Crimean Canal for us [so] we have constructed
deep wells, new water lines, changed river channels. [We also] Switched
to the cultivation of crops that do not require copious irrigation. We built
a drip irrigation system. Ukraine cut off electricity to us [and] we have
built new energy bridges from the Kuban. Staged food blockade
[therefore] we had to build a new logistics and optimize the performance
of the Kerch ferry.%

91 [TomnoHn, Miopbenb & Anekceit Manamenko. (2015, 19 March) O nByx nyTsix passutus Kpeima: Kpbiv-
kypopt win Kpeim — ¢opmoct Pocenn. Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved from
http://carnegie.ru/2015/03/19/ru-pub-59457

92 Interview with the Russian journalist from Simferopol. (2016, 20 October). Simferopol.
93 Interview with the Crimean Tatar activist. (2016, 1 November). Istanbul.
984 Interview with the Crimean Tatar student from Turkey. (2016,12 November). Ankara.

95 Interview with the Russian journalist from Simferopol. (2016, 22 October). Simferopol.
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In general, their perception of the transitional period, including the exchange of the
passports, re-registration of vehicles, property, new tax system, medical insurance
issues, is more positive in comparison with those who perceive the annexation in a
negative way. For instance, the entrepreneur from Simferopol praised the
improvement of the city center of Simferopol, the increased number of the sport
arrangements in the Crimea.®®® However, it should be noted that the pensioners who
agreed to participate in the research are not satisfied with the changes even despite
backing the referendum. The couple, author talked to, noted the high number of
tourists coming from Moscow and Saint-Petersburg to spend their money in the
Crimea; the higher number of the expensive cars in Kerch and in the Crimea; the
acquisition of the estate and local business by those came from the mainland and,
correspondingly, the very unfair position of the locals with their small salaries. They
told the author about the local business (food industry enterprises) that was basically
shut down by the new administration and now people have to buy basic products,
such as milk, eggs, oil and butter coming from the remote regions of the Russian
Federation.®®” Due to the discussed above issues, many Crimeans prefer to migrate.

First of all, they consider Kyiv.

7.5. Conclusion

The internal dynamics in the Crimea display the Russia's efforts to justify its image
as a savior of the region from the Ukrainian government. The issues of the most
acute needs, legal provisions and the strategic goals are seen as the most important to
solve. Logistics, electricity and power supply are seen as the most important in the
region. As to the formation of the power structures in the Crimea, the former were
designed according to the Kremlin's interests to secure the loyalty of the Crimeans.
The interests of the minorities, ethnic and religious, were not taken into

consideration. Furthermore, the appointments in the Crimea showed the role of the

986 Interview with the entrepreneur from Simferopol. (2016, 18 October). Kyiv.

97 Interview with the retired couple from Kerch, Crimea. (2016, 1 February). Kerch.
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security structures in Russia and the desire to spread it in the Crimea while
neglecting the locals. During the transition period, Russian leadership had to face
many problems with establishing new legislations, with ousting Ukrainian business
and economic actors in the Crimea, with protecting Russian Orthodoxy of Moscow
Patriarchy as a channel that may connect the Crimeans to the rest of the Russian

population.

It is noteworthy that the annexation of the Crimea was justified by means of the
nationalistic and patriotic rhetoric and received a wide support of the Russian
population. Despite the military conflict on the border with Ukraine, growing prices,
striking nationalism and conservatism of the Russian leadership, Russians believe
that it is still better to live in Russia than in Western Europe or the US.%® The experts
explain such feelings by the patriotic raise following the acquisition of the Crimea.
The head of the VCIOM Fedorov says that it is the first time within last 25 years
Russia enlarged its territory, and people are excited about this. The similar trends
were seen in 2008 - due to the economic growth and the victory in the Georgian war,
just and liberating; as well as in the beginning of 2000s when Putin managed to
stabilize political and economic situation in Russia and patriotic feelings raised
tremendously. Nowadays, Fedorov says, Russians are still dizzy about the annexation
of the Crimea and cannot realize the consequences of the governmental decisions.%®®
The euphoria of the Russians about the annexation of the Crimea seems to go down,
regardless of everything. °° The decreasing euphoria about the victory is
complemented by the growing understanding of the consequences of the war,
Gudkov says. Growing prices were already mentioned, besides, Russians expect the

worsening of the economic situation due to the sanctions.

988 \/CIOM press-release #2672. (2014, September 16). Russia is the Country of Opportunities. Retrieved from
http://wciom.ru/index.php?id=236&uid=114977

989 \/CIOM. (2014, August 27). Why Russians Do not Fear Anything.

990 |_evada Center press release. (2014, 15 September). Erosion of the Mutual Hatred. Retrieved from
http://www.levada.ru/2014/09/16/eroziya-oboyudnoj-nenavisti/
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At the same time, the Crimea attempted to build relations with other regions of the
Russian Federation, and some foreign countries. These issues are examined in the

last chapter of the thesis.
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CHAPTER 8

THE CRIMEA'S RELATIONS WITH MOSCOW, RUSSIAN REGIONS, AND
PARADIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH OTHER STATES

8.1. Introduction

After the unification with the Russian Federation, the Crimea faced the need to build
new relations not only with Kremlin but also with other regions of the Russian
Federation, as well as with the foreign countries and organizations. This chapter of
the thesis aims at discussing the relations of the Crimea with other regions of the
Russian Federation, with Ukraine, Turkey. | will start with the discussion of the
Crimea's relations with Moscow, particularly, establishing new federal legislation
and | will touch upon the status of Sevastopol. Furthermore, the important place is
given to the political relations between Moscow and Simferopol, as well as the
economic ones. After the annexation, the Crimea started to build relations with other
regions of Russia, especially Tatarstan. The relations with Ukraine remained
troublesome. At the same time, Turkey was seen as an important trade partner of the
Crimea before the incident with the military jet in November 2015.

8.2. The Crimea - Moscow Relations: Federal Center vs. Subject of the Federation

On 21 March, 2014, Crimean Federal district was established. It included the
Republic Crimea and the city of federal significance Sevastopol and became the
smallest district within the Russian Federation.®** Following the establishment of the
Crimean Federal District, the new legislative measures and appointments took place

in the region.

91 Va3 Ipesunenta Poccuiickoit @enepamuu N 168 "O6 ob6pasosanuu KpbiMckoro deaepaabHOTo okpyra”.
(2014, March 21). Retrieved from https://rg.ru/2014/03/22/kfo-site-dok.html
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8.2.1. Establishing New Federal Legislation in the Crimea

First of all, the Law of 18 March, 2014, on adoption of the Crimea and Sevastopol
into the Russian Federation, draws attention to the issue conferring the status of
Sevastopol as a city of federal significance. According to Article 4 of the Law, in
case of the Russian Federation's adoption of the new subject which is the part of the
foreign state, that subject is given the status of republic, territory, region,
autonomous region or autonomous region, in accordance with the international
agreement.%®? Thus, the question about the possibility of adoption of the new subject
of the Russian Federation and granting it the status of a city of the federal

significance arises.%®

Another issue is the possibility of making two new entities the part of the Russian
Federation, on the basis of the same international treaty. Thus, the provisions of
Article 4 of the Law imply that the adoption a new entity by the Russian Federation
can be implemented through the mutual agreement of the Russian Federation and the
foreign state (or its part). Therefore, this implies that each new unit of the Federation
shall be adopted by means of a separate international treaty. However, one should
note that, in accordance with the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of
March 17, 2014, "On Recognition of the Republic of Crimea", the city of Sevastopol
is a part of the Republic of Crimea, which was recognized as an independent state,
and therefore, the conclusion of a separate international treaty to accept it as part of a

foreign state was not required.®%*

During the transition period, Ukrainian hryvnia in cash and cashless forms was
allowed in the Crimea until 1 January, 2016, but already from the moment when the

Republic of Crimea joined Russia, payments made only in rubles were taxes,

992 @enepanbupli 3akon N36-03 "O paruduxamuu JJorosopa Mexay Poccuiickoii ®enepanueii u PecyOmikoii
Kposim 1 o6pasoBanun B coctaBe Poccuiickoit denepannu HOBBIX cyobekToB" (2014, 21 March). Retrieved from
http://base.garant.ru/70618344/

993 MdenepanbHbIil KOHCTHTYIHOHHEIH 3aK0H N 6-®K3 "O nopsiaxe npunsTus B Poccmiickyio ®eiepanuio u
obpa3oBanusi B ee cocraBe HOBOTO cyObekTa Poccuiickoii @enepamun'. (2001, 17 December). Retrieved from
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_34452/

99 Va3 Ipesunenta Poccuiickoit @enepanuu "O npusnanuu Pecrry6muku Kpeim". (2014, 17 March). Retrieved
from http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/38202
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customs duties and other charges, payments to the state off-budget funds; salaries in
the budget organizations; social payments; other payments if one of the parties is an
organization registered in other regions of Russia, except for payments made during
banking operations between credit institutions. In addition, hryvnia could be
exchanged for rubles at the official rate of the Central Bank of Russia. Since 2015,
settlements between legal entities, as well as calculations involving individuals
associated with their business activities were to be made in cash in accordance with
the legislation of the Russian Federation. This provision of the law was very
ambiguous and can be interpreted as a complete ban on non-cash payments in
2015.9%

In addition, a draft order for the introduction of the Russian Interior Ministry in the
Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol city state registration plates of the Russian
sample was issued. This gets the Republic of Crimea region code '82" (formerly
second-hand Kamchatka Territory), and the city of Sevastopol received a code '92',
previously not used. Replacement state driver's license numbers was planned
routinely, for example, when selling a car. However, insurance companies had
expressed the position that without replacing the state registration plate of the car it
would not be possible to provide an insurance while driving without insurance in

Russia is prohibited.

In accordance with Article 13 of the Federal Law dated April 2, 2014 "On the
Specifics of the Financial System of the Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol City of
Federal Significance, for a Transitional Period"”, until 1 January 2015, compulsory
insurance of civil liability of vehicle owners who have residence in the Republic of
Crimea, or in the territory of the federal city of Sevastopol, in respect of vehicles
registered in these territories should act according to the Russian legislation and
obtain OSAGO insurance.®®® The Russian tax system was applied on the territory of

99 MudopmanuoHHo - npaBoBoii nopran Fapant.py. Ilepexod Pecnybauxu Kpvim nod opucouxyuio Poccutickoii
@eodepayuu. Retrieved from http://www.garant.ru/actual/krym/

9% denepanbHblif 3akoH N37-D3 "O6 0cobeHHOCTAX (YHKIMOHUPOBAHHS (PUHAHCOBOH cHcTeMbl Pecry6miku
Kpem u ropona ¢enepanbpHoro 3HaueHus: CeBacTONOIS Ha MepeXoAHbIH nepruoa’ (C U3MEHEHHSIMH U
nonondenusmu). (2014, 2 April). Retrieved from http://base.garant.ru/70626852/#block _136#ixzz4L06Fc7LG
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the Republic of Crimea only from 1 January, 2015. In this context, up to 2015, on the
territory of Crimea relations for the establishment, administration and collection of
taxes and fees, including the establishment of tax benefits, as well as the relations
arising in the process of tax control, appealing against acts of the tax authorities,
actions (inaction) of their officials and prosecution for tax offenses had been
regulated by the existing legislation. New organizations and individual entrepreneurs
were to be registered in accordance with the Federal Law of August 8, 2001, "On
State Registration of Legal Entities and Individual Entrepreneurs”. *°’ Two
fundamental differences from the rest of the registration of the Russian entrepreneurs
and organizations are the following. Residents of the Crimea and Sevastopol till 2015
are exempt from the state duty for state registration of the legal entity or natural
person as an individual entrepreneur. Before the creation of the Notary Chamber of
the Republic of Crimea and the Notary Chamber of Sevastopol, notarial acts
committed in their territory by persons authorized to do so in accordance with the
Ukrainian legislation, respectively, to certify documents for registration are notaries
in Ukraine. All previously registered legal entities and entrepreneurs could continue

to operate.®®

Documents confirming the right to receive pensions, benefits, compensation and
other forms of social payments, the right for health care, issued by the competent
authorities of Ukraine, continued to operate without restrictions. Citizens of Ukraine
and stateless persons permanently residing in the Crimea obtained the right to receive
pensions and benefits and the provision of other social support, as well as to health
care in accordance with the legislation of the Russian Federation. Pensions, benefits
(including non-recurring), compensation and other forms of social payments and
guarantees established in the form of money cannot be less than the size of these
established in the form of money and paid to these categories of citizens and

997 Oenepanphblil 3akoH N129-®d3 "O rocynapcTBeHHON pEerucTpanui FOPUINIECKIX JIUI U HHAWBUIYaTbHBIX
npennpuHUMareneil” (¢ usmeHeHusiMu 1 nornonHenusmu). (2001, 8 August). Retrieved from
http://base.garant.ru/12123875/#ixzz4L0A8UIG]

998 DenepanbHblif 3ak0H "O rocy1apCTBEHHON PErHCTpaluy IOPUANYECKUX JIUL U MHAUBUAYAIbHBIX
npeanpuauMatenei”, 2001.
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individuals as at 21 February 2014.%% In addition, in accordance with the presidential
decree of March 31, 2014, those who receive the pensions and otter social payments
are to obtain the rise: from 1 April, 2014 the rise will amount 25%; from 1 May 2014
- 50%; from June 1, 2014 - 75%; from July 1, 2014 - at the rate of 100%,0%°

According to the President's Decree, employees of the Prosecutor's Office, shall have
a preferential right to enter into service in the Prosecutor's Office, created in these
areas, if they have Russian citizenship, and if they pass by them examination on the
knowledge of the legislation of the Russian Federation and their compliance with the
requirements in the legislation of the Russian Federation to the prosecutors.'%* The
last provision makes it almost impossible for the local specialists to enter the job.
Although, it is stated that the education and qualifications of those who are applying
for a job at the Prosecutor's office are taken into account as well as their existing

ranks and dates of service.

Judges of courts operating in the territory of the Republic of the Crimea and
Sevastopol have the preemptive right for the position of judge in the courts of the
Russian Federation, established in these areas, if they have Russian citizenship and
provided that they correspond to the requirements of the legislation. Competitive
selection for the position of judges in these courts is exercised by the Higher
Qualification Board of Judges.!%? The law-enforcement bodies of the Russian
Federation will be taken ex-police officers, agencies and units of the tax police of

Ukraine, located in the Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol, the nationality of the

999 Vka3 Ipesunenta PO N192 "O mepax rocynapcTBEHHOMN MOANEPKKY MPAKIaH, ABJISIONIUXCS TI0TydaTes MK
neHcuii Ha Tepputopusix Pecriy6nuku Kpbim u r. Cesacromosst”. (2014, 31 March). Retrieved from
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HPOKYpaTypsl, AHCTBYIOIMX Ha TeppuTopusix Pecyonuku KpsiM u r. Ceacronons”. (2014, 4 April). Retrieved
from http://base.garant.ru/70628830/#ixzz4LLz61DzL

1002 ykas [Mpesumenta PO N233 "O HEKOTOPBIX BOMPOCAX KaJPOBOTO ObecTIeueHns cyn0B Poccuiickoi
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co3/iaBacMbIxX Ha Tepputopusax PecryGuuku Kpbim u r. Cesacromons . (2014, 14 April).
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Russian Federation. However, their special ranks, the documents on service in the
internal affairs bodies and units of the tax police of Ukraine recognized as valid in
the presentation of the originals of the relevant documents, and their documents on
education and qualifications are recognized in Russia and provide their holders the
same professional rights as and holders of documents on education and qualifications
obtained in Russia, in the presentation of the originals of the relevant documents.'%
When applying for military service under contract in the Armed Forces of the
Russian Federation, other troops, military formations and bodies of military control
of the military and military formations of the Republic of Crimea, their ranks,
documents on education and military service in the armed forces, military formations
and law enforcement bodies of Ukraine, which provides for military service, and
military command and military formations of the Republic of Crimea shall be
effective when submitting the originals of the relevant documents. For admission to

the service should be taken Russian citizenship.10%

According to the Decree of Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian
Federation from April 4, 2014 Ne for 2014 and 2015 up to 18000 free budget places
in universities of the Russian Federation were allocated to accept citizens residing in
the territory Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol. Results of the competition on the
distribution of seats among the universities would be announced by May 28,
2014.19%5 The new Russian legislation that was to be applied on the territory of the

Crimea was complemented by the new appointments.
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MIPOTHUBOTIOKApHYIO ciy)0y ["ocynapcTBeHHON POTHUBOIIOXKAPHOH CiTy>KObI rpakaaH Poccuiickoit @enepanumu,
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8.2.2. Economic Relations and Funding of the Republic

In August 2014, Russian government issued a Federal program of Economic and
Social Development of the Crimea and Sevastopol till 2020.%% The first stage of this
program is designed for 2015-2017; the second one was specified between 2018 and
2020. The funding of the program constituted 681.2 billion rub or $13.6 billion.
Among this, federal budget provides 658.14 billion rub or $13.162 billion, while
non-budget sources provide - 23085 billion rub or $461 million.*®” Such volumes of
funding made the Crimea one of the biggest recipient of the state subsidies due to the
economic crisis. For instance, in 2015, republic received 24.8 billion rub or $496
million, which makes the Crimea the fourth largest subsidy recipient after Republic
Sakha (Yakutiya) - $957 million; Dagestan - $866 million; and Kamchatka - $684
million. 198 |n 2016, the Crimea was supposed to receive $413.64 million.
Sevastopol's subsidy in 2015 and 2016 constituted $55.2 million and $43.9 million

respectively.19%®

The document starts with the criticism of the socio-economic situation in the region,
discussion of the low GDP, foreign trade volumes, worsening environmental
pollution. At the same time, the goals and the funding of the programs show the most
crucial spheres for the Crimea. Thus, the chapter devoted to the main goals of the
program implementation, notes the importance of the increase of the length of the
electric lines, increase of the water supply, renewal of the water supply and

canalization networks, as well as the water storage ponds and pump stations;

OCYIIECTBIIONINM 00pa30BaTEeNbHYIO IEATEIbHOCTD, KOHTPOIBHBIX I (P MpreMa rpakJaH M0 CIeHaTbHOCTIM
Y HalPaBJICHHUSIM OATOTOBKH JJIsl 0OYyUYEHHUS 110 HMEIOIIM TOCYAapCTBEHHYIO aKKPEIUTAIHIO 00pa30BaTeIbHBIM
MpOorpaMMaM BBICIIEr0 00pa30BaHus 3a CUET OFO/PKETHBIX aCCHTHOBAHUH (he/iepaibHOTO OrO/pKeTa IS
OCYIIECTBIIEHHS [IpUeMa I'pakaH, IOCTOSHHO MPOXKUBAIOIIUX Ha Tepputopun Pecnybmuxu Kpsim u ropona
Cesacromnonst, Ha 2014 u 2015 r. (2014, 4 April). Retrieved

from http://base.garant.ru/70630722/#ixzz4LMcx8y7r

1006 TTacnopt (enepanbHOii nenesoii nporpamMmel "ColHatbHO-3KOHOMUYECKOE pasBuTHe Pecrry6muku KpbiM 1 T.
Cesacromomst 10 2020 roma".(2014, 11 August). Retrieved from
http://pravo.gov.ru/proxy/ips/?docbody=&nd=102357218

1007 TTacnopt (enepanbHOii LeneBoii mporpaMmeL... 2014: 4.

1008 MunucrepcTBo hrHancos PD. PesynbTarsl pacipeeneHus J0Talui Ha BHIpaBHUBAHHE O10KETHOM
obGecneueHHOCTH cyObekToB Poccuiickoit deneparuu Ha 2015 rox, Teic. py6. Retrieved from
http://old.minfin.ru/common/upload/library/2014/09/main/FFPR_2015-2017.pdf

1009 PesynpTaThI pactpeiesieHus 0TalMH Ha BEIpaBHUBAHKE GI0/KETHON 06eCTIe4eHHOCTH
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construction and rehabilitation of landfills; the reconstruction of the transport routes
between the Crimea and the Russian mainland. The costs of these projects are
estimated as it follows. The largest share of benefits will be allocated to the sphere of
transportation - 61% of the total budget or $8.361 billion. This, first of all, includes
the construction of the Kerch Bridge that would connect the Kerch peninsula of the
Crimea with the Krasnodar region of Russia - $4.9 billion.11° After the separation of
the Crimea, the Kerch straight appeared to be the only route of the goods cargo (the
airlines are limited to the civil and trains were cut). Besides, the construction and the

renovation of the roads in the Crimea is estimated at $2.24 billion.

Another issue that the Crimea had to face after the separation was water supply that
used to be conducted through the North-Crimean channel from Ukraine to the
Crimea. In April 2014, Ukraine closed the gates of the North-Crimean channel that
secured water supplies for the Crimea and the Kherson oblast' of Ukraine,
threatening not only the agriculture of the region but also the sustainability of the
Crimea in general. According to the Federal program, the water supply and related
infrastructural projects received - $1.3 billion that is nearly 10% of the program
costs. Energy infrastructure projects will receive 7.4% of the whole program budget
or $10 million.1°*! $1.3 billion was granted for the social payments in the region that
constitutes almost 10% of the resources. The Crimea as an important touristic place
also was to renew recreational zones. Therefore, Federal government granted $791
million (6%) for the corresponding innovations. Additionally, $205 million was
given to the "measures aimed at national cultural and spiritual the revival of the
Armenian, Bulgarian, Greek, Crimean Tatar and German peoples". Interestingly that
the share of the industry in the total recipients of the state grant is only $111
million.1%*2 For modernization, reconstruction and construction of facilities of the gas

transportation system $397.34 million was provided.

1010 PesynpTaThl pactpeniesieHns 0TALMH Ha BEIPABHMBaHKE OI0/KeTHOH obecredeHHoCTH: 51.
1011 PesynpTaThl pactpesiesieHus 0TalMH Ha BEIPABHMBaHKE GI0/KETHOMN obecriedeHHoCTH: 51.

1012 Pe3ynpTaThl pactpesiesieHns 0TAlMH Ha BEIPABHMBaHKE OI0/KETHON 06ecTIedeHHOCTH: 53.
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The volume of exports for 2015 amounted in January - February 2015 $13.3 million,
imports - $10.8 million. The positive balance of foreign trade was in the amount of
$2.5 million. The coverage ratio of export import of goods amounted to 1.23. The
largest exports of goods were carried to Turkey - 43.9% of the total, Ukraine -
22.8%, Libya - 12.2% and India - 11.1%. Mainly exported to the following groups of
products: inorganic chemical products - 34.5% of the total, oil seeds and fruits -
28.3%, cereals - 20.1%, ferrous metals - 7.7%, and cocoa products thereof - 2.3%.
The largest volume of imports came from Ukraine - 18.6% of the total, Italy - 17.2%,
Turkey - 16.8%, Libya - 10.6%, Germany - 9.3%, the USA - 8.8% Switzerland -
3.5% and Poland - 3.4%. In the commodity structure of imports was dominated by
boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances, furniture, bedding, means of ground
transport (except for railway transport), articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos,
electrical machinery and equipment, edible fruits and nuts, vegetables, artwork as

well as alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.'%t

The question of the budget was raised during the interview with the Crimeans. Thus,

one of the journalists noted:

The current budget of the Crimea had never been seen in Ukraine. A lot
of money, federal money - indecently a lot. | hope, the local Crimean
authorities will use these funds for the purposes wisely.01

Those, who supported the annexation of the Crimea see positive changes in the
economy, first of all the rise of the budget. They also perceive positive changes in the
infrastructure of the region despite 'Ukraine's attempts to stop electricity and water
supply'.1%% As this quotations show the source of the trouble is seen in Ukraine as
well - as the lack of desire to support its own citizens by maintaining electricity and

water channels.

1013 Mtoru conuaibHO3KOHOMUMYECKOTO pa3BuTHs Pecybnuku Kpbim 3a suBaph-¢espans 2015 roqa: 11.
1014 Interview with the Russian journalist from Simferopol. (2016, 20 October). Simferopol.

1015 Interview with the Russian journalist from Simferopol. (2016, 20 October). Simferopol.
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8.2.3. Federal Infrastructural Projects in the Crimea

After March 2014, for sustaining the Crimea, first of all, water, electricity and gas
supplies needed due to the fact that Ukraine used to provide these facilities for the

Crimea.

As to the water supply, on April 2014, Ukraine closed the gates of the North Crimean
channel, after which the water access to the territory of the Crimean peninsula was
almost completely stopped. Gosvodagentstvo (State Water Agency) of Ukraine and
the Crimean authorities had failed to agree on the conditions of the water supply;
channel has been filled to a level that ensures water for Kherson region (Southern
Ukraine), which allowed to obtain only a small amount of water at the pumping
station under Dzhankoy (Central part of the Crimea) directing it further to the
Crimea. 1% Soon, the water began to flood one of the villages in the Kherson

region. 10’

After the construction of the dam, 'excess water' was discharged into the Black Sea.
Remaining water was used by the Crimean Soda plant for the industrial needs and for
heating residential areas of Krasnoperekopsk (Northern Crimea).'%8 In this regard,

the farmers were forced to switch to drought-resistant crops and drip irrigation.10%°

1016 TToctyn Bomwsl B Kpeim npekpamén. (2014, 26 April). Lenta.ru. Retrieved from
https://lenta.ru/news/2014/04/26/water/

Jlewrawn, E. (2014, 28 April). Ctpactu mo kpeiMckoii Boge. O6ospiesamens. Retrieved from
http://obozrevatel.com/politics/21397-strasti-po-kryimskoj-vode.htm

1017 Kosnos, K. Ykpauna meitaercs yctpouth B Kpeimy 3acyxy. (2014, 25 April). Komcomonscras Ipaeoa.
Retrieved from http://www.kp.ru/daily/26224/3107352/

1018 KpriMckoe yrpaBiieHHe BOJHOTO X03s1HcTBa 1 Menuopanuu. KpacHonepexornckuit gpumuan. (2015, 14 April).
Booa ne copacwisanace, a ucnonvsyemcs. Retrieved from http://kuvh.ru/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0-
%D0%BD%D0%B5-
%D1%81%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%8B%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D
1%8C-%D0%BO0-
%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B7%D1%83%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%81%
D1%8F/

1018 Muncensxo3 P fenaer cTaBky Ha pasBuTHE B KpbIMy 3aCyX0yCTOHYHMBBIX KYABTYp U KalelbHOE OPOIICHHE.
(2015, March 3). Kpsmunghopm. Retrieved from http://www.c-inform.info/news/id/19661
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The volume of water supplies for irrigation decreased from 700 million cubic meters
in 2013 to 17.7 million cubic meters in 2015.192° A year after the annexation, on May
18, 2015, the volume of filling the reservoirs of the natural flow in the Crimea was
182.3 million cubic meters (72%), which is 35.5 million cubic meters higher than the
figure in 2014.1°%! The amount of liquid filling of the reservoir is 40.7 million cubic
meters (28%).1%22 Since 2014, for the partial filling of the channel waters of
Belogorsk Taygansk reservoirs and artesian wells began to be used. However, the
transfer losses constituted 18-28%. The greatest losses occur in riverbed Bink-Karasu

in the transfer of the reservoirs.1023

Water supply to the North Crimean Canal was resumed on May 12, the cost of the
construction's first stage amounted 3 million rub. On December 26, 2014
construction of waterworks near village Novoivanovka Nizhnegorsky region,
launched on October 2014, was completed. The object was a technological extension
of the project of the transfer of the runoff Bink-Karasu in the North Crimean Canal.

The cost of it was 7.9 million rub.10%

First Deputy of the Permanent Representative of Russia to the UN Security Council
Speaking at a meeting of the Security Council Pyotr Ilyichov, during the meeting of
the Council in late November 2016, stressed that "purposeful actions of Kyiv violate
human rights", particularly the "right to drinking water and sanitation, as well as the
right to food and the relevant UN Council on Human Rights' resolutions, article 25 of

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and article 11 of the International

1020 Muncensxo3 P® jenaet cTaBky Ha pasBuTHE B KpbIMy 3aCyX0yCTOHYHMBBIX KYABTYp H KaleIbHOE OPOIIEHHUE,
2015.

1021 BojoXpaHUINIIA ECTECTBEHHOTO cToKa KpbiMa HamonHeHb Bofoi Ha 72% - TockoMBoaxo3. (2015, 19 May)
Kpwvimunghopm. Retrieved from http://crimea-news.com/society/2015/05/19/90324.html

1022 Booxpanwmia ecTecTBeHHOTO cToka Kphima HanonueHs! Bojoi Ha 72% - T'ockomBox03, 2015.

1023 Kpacnononbckad. B. (2015, 30 January). B 06e3BosxkeHHOM KpbIMy HaJ€I0TCS HA MUHIIPUPOLI M HEOECHYIO
Kauuensipuro. PHA «@edepan Ilpeccy. Retrieved from http://pda.fedpress.ru/news/society/reviews/1422605598-
v-obezvozhennom-krymu-nadeyutsya-na-minprirody-i-nebesnuyu-kantselyariyu

1024 MuHIPHPOIBI YACTHYHO PELIHIIO BOMPOC BOJOCHAOkKeH s KpbIMa 3a cueT nepebpocku Bobl M3 peku burok-
Kapacy B CeBepo-Kpsivckuit kanan. (2014, 16 May). Kpsiuungopm. Retrieved from http://www.c-
inform.info/news/id/5663
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Covenant on Economic, Social and cultural Rights".2%2° As it can be seen, the topic
of electricity and water supply appears to be a useful tool for public opinion
manipulation in the region: Ukraine is being accused of cutting the supplies to the
peninsula. In order to prove the sustainability of the region and the ability of Moscow
to protect the Crimeans, the government of the RF submitted the bill about the use of

the underground waters in the region.1%%

Another acute problem of the Crimeans is the electricity supply. On 22 November,
2015, in the Crimea, due to the explosion at the electric line in the Southern regions
of Ukraine, the electricity cut occurred. Normally, there were two electric power
plants in the Crimea. One of them produced about 140 MW. Another 330 MW were
generated by wind and solar power plants, which are highly dependent on the
weather and time of day. Total amount of electricity produced on the peninsula
should be 1.2 GW. On the night of November 20, in Kherson region of Ukraine, in
the explosion of reinforced concrete poles two of the four power lines were knocked
out, through which electricity had been supplied from the territory of Ukraine to the
Crimea. Supports of the third and fourth transmission lines were damaged, but did
not fall. They provided delivery of 650 MW, while the peninsula needs about 900
MW. On November 21, the head of the Crimea Sergey Aksyonov said that the
situation is normal, and there were 'no blackouts'.1%?7 At first, it was impossible to get
access to the transmission line - repairmen were not allowed by the participants of
the Crimean blockade, are in favor of the termination of food supply and the gap of
economic ties with the peninsula. On November 22, as the result of the second

attach, remaining two lines run out of order. The Crimea was left without electricity.

1025 poceust mosusna B Cb OOH Bonpoc o BosHoi 6mokane Kpeima. (2016, 23 November). Hosoctr KpbiMa.
Retrieved from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2016/11/23/rossiya-podnyala-v-sh-oon-vopros-o-vodnoi-blokade-
kryma-70347/

1026 TIpaBuTENLCTBO HOATOTOBIIIO 3aKOHOIPOEKT 00 HCIIOJIB30BAHUM HOA3EMHBIX BOJ ydacTHHKamu CO3 B
Kpoimy. (2016, 30 November). ITapramenmckas 2azema. Retrieved from
https://www.pnp.ru/economics/2016/11/30/pravitelstvo-podgotovilo-zakonoproekt-ob-ispolzovanii-podzemnykh-
vod-uchastnikami-sez-v-krymu.html

1027 B TemHOTe Mesk ABYX OrHeit: mouemy Kpoim ocrancs 6e3 cseta. (2015, 4 December). BBC Pycckas cayacoa.
Retrieved from
http://www.bbc.com/russian/business/2015/12/151204 _electricity_blockade_crimea_consequences
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In large cities, electricity was provided for a few hours with breaks, while some
small villages were not provided with electricity at all. The regional authorities were
not ready for such a development. The Crimean residents rushed to buy electric

generators and gasoline for them,1028

Andrey Sambros, Moscow Carnegie Center, connects the sabotage to the food
blockade, initiated by the group of the Crimean Tatars and the Right Sector activists
earlier in September. He argues that the efforts of Kyiv to repair the damage was
insufficient that indicated the soft line policy of Kyiv despite the risks. At the same
time, the analyst points out the lack of other leverages except of the energy line
sabotage and food blockade.19?°

The complete cut of electricity supplies to the Crimea from Ukraine took place on
December 24, 2014. One day before, Crimean Prime Minister Sergey Aksyonov
announced the signing of a contract on transit of electricity to the peninsula from
Russia via Ukraine. The agreement between the Inter RAO and Ukrinterenergo for
the export of electricity from unified energy system (UES) of Russia into a UES of
Ukraine was concluded. Annual contract came into force on December 30, 2014 and
provided for a uniform schedule of deliveries of up to 1500 MW.%%° power supply of
the peninsula was 70% dependent on supplies of Ukrainian electricity, and during
peak periods this number constituted 90%. Russian experts of the energy market
have repeatedly noted that the issue of energy security of the new subject of the
Russian Federation had not yet been resolved. Total consumption of the peninsula is
1050-1100 MW. Ukraine provides only 400 megawatts and as much again provides

its own generation of the Crimea.

Russian authorities are planning to build two power plants - around Simferopol and

Sevastopol. In cable networks, laid on the bottom of the Kerch Strait, the electricity

1028 Menpenes: HEOOXOAMMO JOOUTHCA MONHOI SHEPreTHIECKOH He3aBUCMMOCTH KpbiMa oT Ykpaunsl. (2014, 2
September). TASS. Retrieved from http://tass.ru/ekonomika/1415235

1029 Sambros, Andrey. (2015, 25 November). Crimea Struggles With Ukraine's New Energy "War". Carnegie
Moscow Center. Retrieved from http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=62072

1030 JpekTpuyecTBo 3aauuM yncioM. (2015, 2 January). Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Retrieved from
https://www.gazeta.ru/business/2014/12/31/6365657.shtml
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will be transferred from the Taman Peninsula, the first deputy general director of
Russian Network Roman Berdnikov said. %! 42.4 billion rubles will go to the

construction of generation and 22.8 billion - on the web.1%%

For Putin, the energy supply suspension was useful: while he was perceived as a
‘rescuer’, Ukraine once again was presented by the Russian channels as not providing
the basic needs of those who are still considered by Kyiv as Ukrainian citizens. This,
in opinion of Kolesnikov, was a serious miscalculation of the official Kyiv since the
response to the Russian policy-makers caused damaged to the well-being of the

ordinary people:

Regime, of course, only grows stronger because of this; a besieged
fortress becomes even more beleaguered; and therefore transforms into a
sacred object; the workers consolidate around their Batman carrying
peace to Syria with the bombs, even tighter.1033

The same consolidation was the result of the economic sanctions imposed on Russia
by the West. The only difference is that while anti-sanctions and 'substitution of the
import' were initiated by Moscow, the electricity cuts are Kyiv's initiative and it more

and more draws the line between the Crimeans and Ukrainians.19%*

Some analysts link the termination of the electricity supply by Ukraine to the US
Vice President Joe Biden's visit to Kyiv on December 7, 2015, where he met with the
Ukrainian officials. This visit is treated as an indication of the pressure of the US on
the Ukraine to avoid jeopardizing situation in the region. Cutting off the electricity
was seen to be an attempt of Ukraine to impose a cost on Russia and draw
Washington's attention to Ukraine.1%% The US was interested in keeping the pro-

Western government in Ukraine, however, such moves of Kyiv could pose a threat to

1031 HpeprobesonacHocTs Kprima oboiinercs moutu B 177 mutp py6eit. (2014, 7 July). RosBalt. Retrieved from
http://www.rosbalt.ru/russia/2014/07/07/1288937.html

1032 TTacnopt (enepanbHOii nenesoii nporpamMmel "ColHantbHO-3KOHOMUYECKOE pasBuTHe Pecrry6muku KpbiM 1 T.
Cesacronoms o 2020 roga", 2014.

1033 Konecnukos, Auapeii. (2015, 29 November). Yxkpauna norepsiaa Kpev. Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved
from http://carnegie.ru/2015/11/25/ru-pub-62096

1034 Konecnukos (2015).

1035 Electricity Partially Restored in Crimea. Geopolitical Futures. Retrieved from
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/wp-content/uploads/wp-post-to-pdf-enhanced-cache/1/electricity-partially-
restored-in-crimea.pdf
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Washington's relations with Moscow therefore American leaders tried to use some

pressure on Ukraine.

Nevertheless energy blockade of the Crimea caught the Russian government by
surprise, but the short-sightedness - is not the most serious miscalculation on the part
of officials. In April 2016, it turned out that, after the annexation of the Crimea,
peninsula received power from the 1400 Russian diesel power generators and 13
mobile gas turbine power plants of 22 MW each. After that, Russian Prime Minister
Dmitry Medvedev set to the government the task of achieving energy independence
of the Crimea from Ukraine. A little later, in October a competition for the
construction of an energy bridge to the Crimea was announced. On December 2,
Vladimir Putin launched the first line of an energy bridge, which will provide 400
MW of electricity to the region. Earlier this year, Ukraine's Minister of Energy
Vladimir Demchishin stated that the electricity supply in the Crimea and the Donbass
would not stop, because "it is the territory of Ukraine, and the country's citizens live
there [in Ukraine]."%® The second and third lines of the energy bridge were
completed in the end of the February 2016.1% The fourth and the last lines were
launched on May 11, 2016.19%8 Energy bridge is a series of undersea cables across the
Kerch Strait located between Krasnodar Krai of the mainland Russia and the Kerch

peninsula.

Despite the suspension of the gas supplies to the Crimea from Ukraine, the region
has its own gas from both onshore and on the shelves of the Azov and Black Seas.
Hydrocarbons are extracted from three gas condensate fields, six gas fields and one

oil field. They are Arkhangelskoye, Golitsynskoye, Stormovoye, Bezymiannoye,

1036 KppiM Obl1, €CTh U OCTaHETCS TEPPUTOPHEN YKparHbL. B HOBOM JOroBOpE Ha IOCTABKY SIEKTPOIHEPIUM
OyzmeT oTpaskeHa Ta ke mo3uis, - Jemunmma. (2015, 9 December). Llen3op.Het. Retrieved from
http://censor.net.ua/news/364414/krym_byl_est_i_ostanetsya_territorieyi_ukrainy_v_novom_dogovore_na_posta
vku_elektroenergii_budet_otrajena

1037 Third Line of Energy Bridge to Crimea Completed, Ukraine Is Furious. (2016, 28 Febrruary). Fort Russ.
Retrieved from http://www.fort-russ.com/2016/02/third-line-of-energy-bridge-to-crimea.html

1038 Russia Launches Fourth Electricity Line To Crimea. (2016, 11 May). Radio Free Europe. Retrieved from
http://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-crimea-fourth-power-line/27728822.html
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Odesskoye, North-Bulganakskoe East Kazantip gas and gas condensate,

Semenovskoye overland and Subbotina offshore oil fields.

As it was declared, the South Stream can enter the territory of the Crimea. According
to the words of the minister Oleg Savelyev, Russian authorities tend to build a branch
of the South Stream gas supply to the Crimea for two years. According to the data
submitted to the Ministry of Energy, it is possible for two years, but it's obviously
not in 2014. South Stream will go through the old direction, but there will be an
offshoot. According to the minister, high pressure gas pipeline can be built at the

expense of Gazprom. 0%

However, in June, Bulgaria suspended the work on the construction of the South
Stream to consult with the European Commission. The works are suspended due to a
request from the European Commission; Further decisions will be taken, depending
on consultations with Brussels. On June 9, Serbia also deferred work on the project
South Stream because of the statements of the authorities of neighboring Bulgaria
suspend its construction. The EU has demanded to suspend the implementation of the
project South Stream on June, 4. At the European Commission found the claims to
the satisfaction of the draft rules of the Third Energy Package. The European
Commission has accused Bulgaria of violating European norms in tenders for the
construction of infrastructure projects, as well as in the provision of "privileged

opportunities for Russian and Bulgarian companies."1%4

On the peninsula, state unitary enterprise Krymgazseti was established. As the head
of the "Corporation of the Crimea" Yevgeniya Bavykina already prepared an action
plan for the transfer of activities from the gas supply private companies Krymgaz to a

new venture. In order to integrate the Crimea to the Russian legislation on gas supply

1033 B Kpeim poBeyT otetBieHue 0T "HOxHoro motoka". (2014, 16 June). PBK. Retrieved from
http://www.rbc.ru/economics/16/06/2014/57041e539a794760d3d3f5cc

1040 Poceust TOCTpOMT OTBETBIIEHHE OT «FOKHOTO MOTOKay AN Mofauu rasa B Kpeim. (2014, 16 June). RIA
Novosti. Retrieved from https://ria.ru/crimea_today/20140616/1012183428.html
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and prevent the illegal use of public property - the gas supply networks should be

under the newly established State Unitary Enterprise Krymgazseti.104!

Moreover, Council of Ministers of the Crimea at a meeting in August 2014, decided
to return to state ownership of the network of gas mains and gas networks, previously
owned by the private joint-stock company Krymgaz. High-pressure gas pipelines
relevant to refer to the property of the state enterprise Chernomorneftegaz. Aksyonov
said that the practice of transferring public gas network to individuals - a
consequence of the total corruption in Ukraine and promised that, in connection with
the decision of gas tariffs for households and enterprises in the Crimea will not

grow 1042

The absence of rail links with the territory of Ukraine (since 28 December, 2014
when Ukrainian side cut the rail link between the cities of Ukraine and the Republic
of Crimea) is one of the significant impediments for the trade. Reduction of the
volume of work in enterprises of maritime and rail transport due to the lack of cargo
to be transported is also a significant loss for the Crimea. Insufficient capacity of the
ferry, which arose in connection with the redistribution of passenger and freight
traffic flows entering the Republic of Crimea, and adverse weather conditions make
the connection between the Crimea and the Russian mainland very difficult.

In February 2015, government approved timetables of bus routes of the regular
communication connecting the Crimea with a variety of subjects of the Russian
Federation: "Yalta - Rostov-Na Donu', "Yalta-Volgograd', 'Astrakhan - Sevastopol'.
From the airport 'Simferopol’ flights to 13 cities of the Russian Federation are carried
out. Moreover, to ensure the smooth and continuous transport of passengers and
vehicles in the Republic of Crimea and back ferry lines are arranged: 'Novorossiysk -
Kerch'; 'Novorossiysk - Sevastopol’; "The Caucasus - Kerch'; "The Caucasus - the
Crimea’. In 2015, the line "Temryuk - Kerch commercial port' and 'Temryuk - Kerch

Sea Fishing Port' opens. Also on the line '‘Caucasus - Crimea' two railway ferry Peter

1041 T'ocynapcteennoe Yuuraproe [pennpustue "Kpeimrascetn". O npeonpusmuu. Retrieved from
http://crimeagasnet.ru/

1042 B KpbIMy HalMOHAIM3UPOBAIIN Ta30ByI0 ceTh pecryomuku, RIA Novosti, 19 August, 2014
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and Annenkov operate. Each has a capacity of 20 rail wagons, which during the day

can carry 200-250 wagons.1%4

8.3. Russian Military Presence in the Region

As Ridvan Bari Urkosta argues, military exercise of 8 February 2016 had two goals.
One of them was to demonstrate NATO, and Turkey in particular, that if necessary,
the region may become the outpost of confrontation as well as aggression. The other
aim was to strengthen the military capabilities of the region. Thus, as the analyst
notes, the Black Sea Fleet received two small missile ships and submarine of the new
project 636.3. In total it was planned to deploy 6 submarines in the Crimea. The head
frigate Admiral Grigorovich was also given to the Black Sea Fleet.'%** Crimean Air
force has got a second wind. Thus, military airports, first of all, oriented towards
Ukraine started operating. As Bari Urkosta lists, the following strike fighters were
deployed in the Crimea: Su-24, Su-24MR; patrol aircraft Be-12, An-26 transports
and helicopters Ka-27 and Mi-8; bombers Su-24M, Su-34, Su-25SM; fighters Su-
27P, Su-27UB, Su-27SM and Su-30M2; helicopters: three squadrons, including the
Ka-52, Mi-35M, Mi-28N, Mi-8AMTSh and Mi-26. The airspace of the Crimea is
now protected by two anti-aircraft missile regiment with the S-300PM systems in
Sevastopol and Feodosiya. These are supplemented by Carapace-S and Osa-AKM

anti-aircraft missile and gun complexes.1%4

According to the agreement between Ukraine and the Russian Federation, Russia
could have on the territory of Crimea only forces associated with the fleet. Therefore,
placement of the tanks and other ground forces changed the situation qualitatively.
So there were the T-72B3 tanks, howitzers MSTA-B, MLRS Tornado-G and anti-

tank systems Chrysanthemum-S. In addition, in the Crimea, anti-missile complexes

1043 Ytoru conuansHO3KOHOMUIECKOTo pa3suTus Pecny6auku Kpeim 3a suBapb-gespans 2015 roga, pp. 6 - 7

1044 Bari Urkosta, R. (2016, 28 August). AHHEKCHPOBaHHBIH KpBIM Kak BOEHHO-CTpaTETHYECKHH MUIAIIapM
Poccun. Xeuns. Retrieved from http://hvylya.net/analytics/geopolitics/anneksirovannyiy-kryim-kak-voenno-
strategicheskiy-platsdarm-rossii.html

1045 Bari Urkosta 2016.
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Bastion and Ball were stationed, as well as missile system Rock. Russia has received
professional staff, the technique of both marine and terrestrial, including military
bases. It certainly can be seen as a significant strengthening of Russia's military
presence in the Black Sea region. Moreover, Ukraine is simply cut off from the
Black Sea is actually half of its coastline, which it had before annexation. Before the
annexation of the Crimea, Russian Federation had only 475 kilometers of Black Sea
coastline. Russia has acquired 750 kilometers. Now this figure makes it de facto
owner of the Black Sea. Together with 240 kilometers of coastline of Abkhazia, it
appears to be 1465 km.1046

De facto Russian annexation of the Crimea has become a figurehead for the
possession of the coastline. The eastern part of the Northern Black Sea was
constrained in the area of the continental zones: Donbass and Mariupol. The main
thing is that in 2014 the Kerch Strait area is full of Russian domination and as the
construction of the bridge will be growing suspicion on the passage of the Ukrainian
courts in the region. After gaining control of the Kerch Strait, they actually made it

their inland lake.

8.4. Relations With Other Regions of the Russian Federations
8.4.1. Cooperation between the Crimea and Other Regions of the Russian Federation

As Nikolai Petrov argues, since the beginning of the transition period, the 'patron-
vassal' relations were established in the Crimea.’%*’ Thus, this can be traced in the
decision to establish the curator system when the regions of the mainland Russia
assist some districts in the Crimea. Particularly, they will provide advice, legal and
financial assistance. Simferopol was attached to St. Petersburg; Simferopol district -

to the Leningrad region; Sevastopol was to be assisted by Moscow; Kerch and the

1046 Bari Urkosta 2016.
1047 petrov 2016b: 77.
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Leninsky district was given to Kuban; and Bakhchisaray was assigned to the

Republic of Tatarstan.048

The State Council of the Republic of Crimea in the framework of inter-parliamentary
(inter-regional) cooperation in 2014, signed a number of agreements with the
legislative bodies of subjects of the Russian Federation: with the Samara Regional
Duma (April 18, 2014); with the Legislative Assembly of St. Petersburg (May 22,
2014); with the Legislative Assembly of the Rostov region (6 June, 2014); with the
Legislative Assembly of the Irkutsk region (20 June, 2014); with the Parliament of
the Chechen Republic (23 October, 2014); the Smolensk Regional Duma (November
5, 2014); with the Legislative Assembly of the Ulyanovsk region (24 November,
2014).1%4% In addition, an agreement on cooperation between the Secretariat of the
State Council of the Republic of Crimea and the State Duma of the Federal
Assembly of the Russian Federation was completed (5 April, 2014). Active work
was completed to prepare for the signing of agreements on inter-parliamentary
cooperation between the State Council of the Republic of Crimea: State Council of
the Republic of Tatarstan; State Assembly - Kurultai of the Republic of
Bashkortostan; Legislative Duma of Stavropol Territory; Legislative Assembly of the
Amur Region; People's Khural of the Republic of Buryatia; Legislative Assembly of
Kaluga region, as well as preparation for the signing of an agreement on cooperation
Office of the State Council of the Republic of Crimea with the Office of the

Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation.10%°

8.4.2. Tatarstan's Special Role for the Crimea

The main objective of the paradiplomatic activity of Tatarstan in the Crimea was to
facilitate the integration of the region into the Russian Federation. The

paradiplomacy of Tatarstan in Crimean crises starts on February 26, 2014, during the

1048 YV roponoB 1 paiioHoB KpbiMa mosBsTcs poccuiickue peruonsl-kyparopst. (2014, 1 April). KPAIMinfo.
Retrieved from http://www.kryminfo.net/u-gorodv-i-rayonov-kryma-poyavyatsya-rossiyskiye-regiony-kuratry/

1049 http://crimea.gov.ru/mezhreg

1050 http://crimea.gov.ru/mezhreg/plan
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Anti-Maidan in Simferopol. As Richat Sabitov analyzes in his article,'®! on 26
February, 2016, president of the Republic Tatarstan Minnikhanov appealed to the
Crimean Tatars on the Russian Channel 1 and called for "preservation of interethnic
and interfaith peace and harmony, a categorical rejection of the radical ways to
resolve the conflict". He also condemned the authorities of the Autonomous Republic
of Crimea for use of force by all parties to internal conflict."'%2 On the very next
day, during the World Tatar Congress, the participants made a statement about the
concern of the destiny of the Crimean Tatars and the fear that the EuroMaidan

radicalism can spread in the Crimea.%%3

In April, 2014, the delegation of the Parliament of Tatarstan was sent to the Crimea.
The members of the delegations expressed their readiness to promote the formation
of the legal framework of the Republic of Crimea on the legal foundation of Russia,
to share the experience of building relations between the republic and the federal
center. 194 Furthermore, the representatives of the Muslim Spiritual Board of
Tatarstan visited the region. During March, the President of Tatarstan Minnikhanov

paid the visit to the Crimea three times.19%®

On 5 March, 2014, an agreement on cooperation between Tatarstan and the Crimea
was signed. The head of Tatarstan stated that the Crimea is attractive for the republic
in terms of the investments and expressed the hope that the Crimean authorities

would support the Crimean Tatar language and culture, particularly, would not close

1051 Sabitov, R. (2014). Paradiplomatic aktivity of Tatarstan during Ukrainian crises. Krymskoje istoriczeskoje
obozrienje, (1), 68-76.

1052 [Tpesunent Pecriy6uxu Tatapcran. (27 February, 2014). Iapnamentapuu TatapcTaHa NPUHAIH TEKCT
Oopaenus ['ocynapcreennoro Cosera Pecry6nmiku TatapcTtad k Hapogam ABroHOMHOW Pecry6unku Kpbim.
Retrieved from http://president.tatarstan.ru/news/view/120740

1053 BeemupHslii koHrpecc Tarap. (2014, 26 February). 3assnenne BceMUpHOro KOHIpecca TaTap B CBS3HU C
curyanuei B ABroHomHO# Pecriy6nmnke Kpeim Yipaunsr. Retrieved from http://tatar-
congress.org/ru/yanalyklar/zayavlenie-vsemirnogo-kongressa-tatar-v-svyazi-s-situatsiey-v-avtonomnoy-
respublike-krym-ukrainy/

1054 TTemeranus KpHIMCKHX TaTap MoceTHna napiaamenT Tatapctana. (2014, 28 April). Hosocmu
Tocyoapecmeennozo Cosema. Retrieved from http://www.gossov.tatarstan.ru/news/show/2524?print=1

1055 Sahitov 2014: 72.
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the TV channel ATR.1%® Furthermore, Minnikhanov participated in an extraordinary
parliamentary session of the Crimean Republic where the declaration of
independence was adopted. He also expressed hope that the Crimean Tatar
population would attend the referendum for independence and vote for

independence. 1%’

The former President of Tatarstan Mintimer Shaimiev also did not stay away from
the events of March 2014. On March 12, in Moscow, he met Mustafa Dzhemilev.
The same day, Dzhemilev also has a telephone conversation with Vladimir Putin
who guaranteed that rights of the Crimean Tatars would be respected in case of
peninsula's incorporation into Russia. Tatarstan managed to establish a permanent
representation of the Republic of Tatarstan in the Republic of Crimea.'%® Moreover,
as it was mentioned before, Tatarstan was assigned to assist the development of the
Bahchisaray providing the region with methodological and material aid. In the
context of ongoing tensions between the Crimean Tatars and Crimean authorities,
Minnikhanov, requested Putin to integrate the Crimean Tatars to the list of peoples
protected by the federal law "On the Rehabilitation of Repressed Peoples”. Tatarstan
President also pleads to let the representatives of the Crimean Tatars meet with Putin
and, finally, to legitimize the Crimean Tatar residences in the peninsula.%>®

On April 21, Russian President signed a decree rehabilitating the Crimean Tatars and
other ethnic minorities on the peninsula, victims of 1944 Deportation.'®® On May
16, Vladimir Putin met in Sochi with representatives of the Crimean Tatars where,

among other issues, cites Tatarstan as an example of a well-developed republic. In

1056 Cornaruenue o coTpyiHMYECTBE Meskay TatapctanoMm u KpeiMoM noamucano B Cumdeponone. (2014, 5
March). INTERFAX. Retrieved from http://www.interfax.ru/russia/362910

1057 Sahitov 2014: 73.

TlocrosiHHOE MIpencraBuTenbeTBO Pecmyommku Tataperan B Pecrrybnmke Kpeim 1 ropone CeBactomnode.
Retrieved from http://postpredrk.tatarstan.ru/

1058 Sabitos 2014: 73.
1059 Sabitos 2014: 73.

1080 Va3 [Ipesunenta Poccuiickoit Depepamuu Ne 268, O Mepax 1o peabHIHTaLHN apMIHCKOTO, GONTapcKoro,
IPEYECKOro, KPhIMCKO-TaTapCKOTO ¥ HEMELIKOTO HapOJ0B M TOCYAapCTBEHHON MOICPIKKE UX BO3POXKACHHS U
passutus. (2014, 21 April). Retrieved from http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/38356
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late April, the delegation of the Crimean Milli Mejlis paid a return visit to Tatarstan.
On May 26, a historical "Agreement on cooperation between Mejlis of the Crimean
Tatar people and the World Congress of Tatars in 2014-2018 years™ was signed in
Kazan.1%! The agreement sets a mechanism to integrate the Crimean Tatars in
Russian Society. The document calls to develop the extensive public relations
between the Crimean Tatar and Tatarstan people, as a form of manifestation of

people's diplomacy.10%?

As it can be seen, Tatarstan was called to persuade the Crimean Tatars leaders to
cooperate with Moscow. The experience of Tatarstan was to convince the Crimean
Muslims that they would have a potential to have an autonomy within the Russian
Federation in case of the cooperation with Moscow. This was Kremlin's attempt to
tame the Mejlis. However, as it can be seen little success has been achieved so far on

this issue.

8.5. Relations between the Crimea and Ukraine

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a law, aimed at protection of its citizens on the
‘temporarily occupied territory’. The document guarantees the preservation of the
Ukrainian citizenship for those Crimeans, who was imposed to accept the Russian
one.1%% Besides, this law guarantees the pensions for the residents of the Crimea if
they do not receive pensions from the Russian Federation; electoral rights; rights to
inherit and so on. Moreover, he Ukrainian government issued decree regulating the
work of the migration service in Ukraine regarding the Crimeans. It aims at easing all
passport-related matters for the Crimeans, such as applying for a passport for foreign
travel, changing the name in the passport, etc. under simplified rules. Thus,

according to Ukrainian legislation, Ukrainians can only apply for passport-related

1061 JToroBop O COTPYAHHYECTBE MEIKINCA KPIMCKO-TaTAPCKOTO HAPO/Ia U MEXKIYHAPOIHOTO CO03a
o0uIecTBeHHBIX 00beIMHeHNH «BceMupHBIil KoHrpece Tatap» Ha 2014 - 2018 roxer. (2014, 26 May). FM3HEC
Online. Retrieved from https://www.business-gazeta.ru/article/105210.

1062 Sabitov 2014: 72 - 74.

1063 3akon Vkpainu "TIpo 3a6e3neueHHs Npas i CBOOO/] TPOMa/ISH Ta MPaBOBHIl PEKUM Ha THMYACOBO OKYTIOBaHiif
teputopii Vkpainun". (2014, 15 April). Retrieved from http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1207-18
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formalities to the migration service office at their place of residence, but the Crimean

residents are now allowed to apply anywhere in mainland Ukraine.1%64

Cabinet approved the procedure for entry to the occupied territory of the Crimea and
exit from it. The corresponding decree was promulgated on June 4 on the
government website. According to it, to enter the territory of the Crimea and exit
from it is possible only through checkpoints, working around the clock. Ukrainian
citizens to cross administrative border need to have a document that confirms the
citizenship of (domestic or foreign, official, diplomatic passport, seaman's travel
document the child). For foreigners and stateless persons it is possible on the basis of
passport documents and the special permit, which gives State Migration Service.
Special permits are issued in case of: residence in the temporarily occupied territory
of the close relatives or family members of a foreigner or a stateless person located in
the territory of the Crimea burial place of relatives or family members, death of close

relatives or family members.19%°

Despite the separation from Ukraine and Russia's proclamations about self-sufficient
Crimea, the region has to preserve trade relations with Ukraine. Due to the inability
of the Crimea to pay taxes to the Ukrainian budget, in August 2014, the free
economic zone in the Crimea was created. The law provides for the establishment in
the Crimea free economic zone for 10 years. There, it is said, will act special legal
regime of economic activities of individuals and entities, in particular as regards tax
and customs law. According to the law on FEZ, the Crimea is not charged state taxes
and fees. There can be used a multi-mode, in which to pay for goods and services can

be used as the hryvnia, and other currencies. In fact, it legitimizes the transition to

1064 Migration Service of Ukraine. Inpopmartist fyist rpoMajisii, SKi IPOKHUBAKOTH (3aPEECTPOBAHI) Ha TEPUTOPIi
Kpumcrbkoro miBoctposa. Retrieved from http://dmsu.gov.ua/informatsiya-dlya-krimchan.

TTocranosa "IIpo 3atBepmxenHs [lopsaky opopMIIeHHS JOKYMEHTIB, IO MiATBEPHKYIOTh TPOMaITHCTBO
Ykpainu, mocBiIUyIOTh 0COOY UM ii CrieniabHAN CTaTyC, TPOMaIsTHaM, SIKi MPOKUBAIOTh HA THMYACOBO
okymoBaHii Teputopii Ykpaian". (2014, 4 June). Retrieved from http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/289-2014-
%D0%BF.

1065 KaGiner Minictpis Ykpainu. [Toctanosa Ne367 I1po 3aTeepaxenns [lopsaky B’i3/ly Ha THMYacOBO
OKymoBaHy TepuTopiro Ykpainu ta Bui3ny 3 Hei. (2015, 4 June). Retrieved from
http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/367-2015-%D0%BF.
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settlements in the Crimea Russian rubles, which are carried out from June 1 this year.

The Act also provides that in the Crimea will be free customs zone. %%

8.6. The Crimea's Relations with Turkey: Issue of the Crimean Tatars and
Cooperation

Although Turkey does not recognize the annexation of the Crimea by the Russian
Federation, its relations with the region are determined by the presence of the
Crimean Tatar community in the Crimea and their strong diaspora in Turkey, as well

as trade partnership.

As to Turkey's position concerning the Crimean Tatars, it is noteworthy that Turkey
used to provide humanitarian support for the Crimeans. Thus, TIKA through its
projects succeeded in rehabilitation of schools, building medical centers and
repairing water system in the Crimea, mostly in the districts of compact residence of
the Crimean Tatars. Besides, the Crimean Tatar students could enter Turkish
universities through the state programs and scholarships. During the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan discussed the
status of the Crimean Tatars with the Russian president Vladimir Putin. Prime
Minister Erdogan as well as the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahmet Davutoglu
assured the Crimeans that Turkey would not abandon the Crimean Tatars. Needless
to say that Turkey was always trying to keep a fragile balance between these
countries, so Turkish leaders avoided blunt statements on the issue. Following the
court decision that appropriated the assets of Mejlis and Krym foundation in mid-
September, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey made statement which called
the international community to react on Russia's actions toward the Crimean

Tatars.1067

1066 3akoH Yxpaunst Ne 1636-VII "O cozganun cBoOOIHOM d3KOHOMUYECKOH 30HBI "KpbIM" 1 06 0cOOEHHOCTAX
OCYIIIECTBIICHHS] SKOHOMHYECKOH JIeITeIbHOCTH Ha BPEMEHHO OKKYITUPOBAaHHOM Tepputopun Y kpaunsr". (2014,
12 August). Retrieved from http://search.ligazakon.ua/l_doc2.nsf/link1/T141636.html.

1067 Typius mpu3Baia MEHPOBOE COOOIIECTBO 3alIUTUTE paBa KpeIMcKuX Tatap. (2014, 18 September). Zerkalo
Nedeli. Retrieved from http://zn.ua/lUKRAINE/turciya-prizvala-mirovoe-soobschestvo-prinyat-mery-po-zaschite-
prav-krymskih-tatar-153599_.html
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Most probably Turkey's assistance to the region will include humanitarian aid for the
Crimean Tatars. Seemingly, Turkey will avoid direct confrontation with Moscow due
to economic reasons. Around 60% of gas supplies to Turkey are coming from
Russia. 198 Moreover, recent import bans in Russia can boost Russian-Turkish
collaboration, not only in trade but also in the implementation of strategic projects
such as construction of the Akkuyu nuclear power plant, the laying of the South
Stream as well as the implementation of a number of joint infrastructure projects.

Therefore, the relations with Moscow require serious calculations.

Another example of the rhetoric of the Turkish leadership is the commemoration of
the events of 24 April, 1915 in Erevan, where Russian president was invited and
came. In his speech in front of the memorial to the victims of the genocide, Putin
condemned Turkish policies of 1915, using the term 'genocide’ which provoked the
reaction of the Turkish President Erdogan. He said "The latest countries to speak of
genocide are Germany, Russia and France". Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
expressed a hope that the Turkish leader's reaction "would not influence the
relationship between Moscow and Ankara, and, above all, the Turkish Stream," a 63-
billion-cubic-meter-per-year pipeline that would carry Russian gas under the Black
Sea to Turkish territory, and on to European markets.%®® Turkish Energy Minister
Taner Yildiz said that Putin’s comments had 'surprised' him, but would not cause a
rethink of an ambitious gas project with Russia.®’® These issues demonstrate that
Turkey would hardly do anything to protect the Crimean Tatars in order not to put
under risk the relations with Kremlin. Ankara's policies if any, would be very

cautious.

In Turkey, the Prosecutor General's Office filed a case concerning the closure of the
Federation of the Crimean Tatar communities of Turkey, which is known for its pro-
Russian activities and cooperation with the Crimean authorities. Moreover,

1088 U,S. Energy Information Administration. Turkey's Profile. Retrieved from
http://www.eia.gov/countries/cab.cfm?fips=tu

1069 Russia, Turkey Bicker Over the G-Word. (2015, 29 April). The Moscow Times. Retrieved from
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russia-turkey-bicker-over-the-g-word-46199

1070 Russia, Turkey Bicker Over the G-Word. (2015, 29 April).
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Department of Ministry of Internal Affairs of Turkey communities conducted an
investigation, which found that the Federation of the Crimean Tatar communities in
Turkey, whose head is Unver Sel violated Turkish law. By law, the Federation of the
Crimean Tatar Turkish companies must have at least 5 members, but as it became
known after checking the Turkish Interior Ministry, the Federation did not fulfill this
requirement. Two members of the federation left the organization. Furthermore,
another member of the organization said the termination of membership, but the
leadership of the federation does not comply with the relevant procedures. Federation

of the Crimean Tatar communities in Turkey ceased to exist in 2011.197

According to the analyst from the Atlantic Council Hannah Thoburn, the Russo -
Turkish relationship continued largely unharmed until last autumn, when Russia
began to move its forces into Syria. But since Russian got closer to the Syrian -
Turkish border, Turkey's concern about Kremlin's strategy increased. The turning
point was the incident with the Russian jet hit by the Turkish forces in November
2015. Promptly, Russia introduced visa regime for the Turkish citizens starting from
1 January, 2016; embargo on Turkish goods; students and those Turkish citizens
working in the Russian Federation were expelled from the country. This opened the
chance to the Turkish - Ukrainian cooperation.1%7

After the incident, relations between Turkey and Ukraine became closer. This can be
seen in the visits the countries paid to each other. Thus, in February 2016, Minister
Davutoglu visited Kyivi®” and the two nations agreed to heighten their bilateral
cooperation on defense production and procurement. Turkey and Ukraine plan to
cooperate in turbojet aircraft engines, radars, military communications technologies
and navigation systems. On March 9, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko visited

Ankara for the fifth meeting of the Turkey-Ukraine Strategic Cooperation Council, a

1071 B Typuuum 3aKpbIBaroOT Ipopoccuiickyro deaepanuio KpeIMcKoTaTapekux obmects. (2015, 6 June). Kpoiu
Peanuu. Retrieved from http://ru.krymr.com/a/news/27057191.html

1072 Thoburn, H. (2016, 23 March).Ukraine and Turkey's Newly Strengthened Relationship. Atlantic Council.
Retrieved from http://www.hudson.org/research/12338-ukraine-and-turkey-s-newly-strengthened-relationship

1073 [Tpembep Typuuu JlaByTorny npubbisaet ¢ BusuToM B Ykpauny. (2016, 15 February). YHIAH. Retrieved
from http://www.unian.net/politics/1264976-premer-turtsii-davutoglu-pribyivaet-s-vizitom-v-ukrainu.html
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framework established in 2011 that has seen the abolition of visa regimes between
the two countries and an increase in trade volumes. Poroshenko noted that this
cooperation is quite important under the condition of the Russian policies in Syria

and Ukraine.1974

Apart from the issues of the economic cooperation, problems of security, touristic
and technical spheres, the declaration touched upon the issues of the Crimean Tatars.
Thus, it mentioned the need of the assistance to the Crimean Tatars who were forced
to leave the Crimea; to establish the connection between TIKA, Mejlis and the
corresponding organs in Ukraine; secure the quotas for the Crimean Tatars in the
universities of Turkey as well as provide language courses for them.°”> No need to
say that Turkey did not recognize the September elections results in the Crimea

recognizing it the part of Ukraine.'%’®

Moreover, in late November 2016, the delegation from Turkey paid a visit to the
Crimea coming through Moscow. It included head of the Turkish Association of
Eurasian Governments Hasan Cengiz, deputy mayor of Ankara Ahmet Tunc, Turkish
presidential representative Ibrahim Erilli, and various representatives of Turkish
businesses interested in the implementation of projects in Crimea. During the visit,
delegation attended the Crimean cities and discussed the possibility of the ferry boat
transportation between Turkey and the region.%”” This provoked the response of the
Ukrainian side, immediately published on the web-page of the Embassy of Ukraine

in Ankara. The document stated that

Ukraine considers such visits by some foreign individuals and vessels as
attempts to legitimize the illegal annexation of the Autonomous Republic

1074 Thoburn 2016.

1075 TloconbeTBo Ykpainu B Typenskiit Pecry6aini. (2016, 10 March). Crinbha Jeknapaliis 3a pe3ynbTaTaMu
IT'storo 3acimanns CtpaTeridHoi pagyu BUCOKOTo piBHs Mixk YkpaiHoro i Typeupskoro Pecriy6iikoro. Retrieved
from http://turkey.mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/news/45521-spilyna-deklaracija-za-rezulytatami-pjatogo-
zasidannya-strategichnoji-radi-visokogo-rivnya-mizh-ukrajinoju-i-turecykoju-respublikoju

1076 Dysisleri Bakanhgi Sézcusti Tanju Bilgig’in 18 Eyltil 2016 Tarihinde Gergeklestirilen Rusya Federasyonu
Devlet Dumas: Segimlerinin Kirim’da da Yapilmasina iliskin Bir Soruya Cevab. (2016, 23 September).
Retrieved from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/sc-34_-23-eylul-2016_-disisleri-bakanligi-sozcusu-tanju-bilgic_in-8-eylul-
2016-tarihinde-gerceklestirilen-rusya-federasyonu-de.tr.mfa

1077 B KpwiM nipubbiia generanus u3 Typmuu. (2016, 23 November). Poccuiickas I'azema. Retrieved from
https://rg.ru/2016/11/23/reg-ufo/v-krym-pribyla-delegaciia-iz-turcii.html
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of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol that led to numerous economic,
social and humanitarian problems on the temporarily occupied
Peninsula.0’®

Despite the support of the Ukrainian integrity, provided by the Turkish authorities,
Ukraine assures that the citizens and companies will bear full responsibility for such
visits.1%”® Moreover, the head of the Mejlis Chubarov called it illegal and expressed
the hope for the sanctions for such visit.1®® Meanwhile, official Ankara stated that
the visit was unofficial and does not change the position of Turkey on the issue.1%
On 19 December, 2016, UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on the Crimea
and Sevastopoli%8? which was supported by Turkish side.

Turkey is one of the key trade partners of the Crimea. Its share in the export from the
republic is the largest and equal to 43.9%. At the same time, Turkey is the third
largest source of import to the Crimea constituting 16.8% of the total import. Apart
from this, the entrepreneurs of the Crimea and Turkey have business and trade
connections. Thus, on April 17, 2015, some websites and newspapers issued news
regarding collaboration between Association of Independent Industrialists and
Entrepreneurs (Miistakil Sanayici ve Isadamlar1 Dernegi (MUSIAD), the Republic of
Turkey) and Republic of the Crimea and that Sergey Aksyonov, the President of
Autonomous Republic of Crimea undersigned an enactment to this end. In its turn,
Association denied the information about possible cooperation with Russia's current

Crimean government.1%3 In addition, the head of the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar

1078 TloconberBo Ykpainu B Typeupkiii Pecny6uini. (2016, 24 November). ITpec-peni3 mo0 HE3aKOHHUX Bi3HTiB
JeSIKAX TPOMAJISH Ta CY/IeH Ha THMYacOBO OKYIIOBaHi Teputopii YKpainu (aHrmiiicbkoro MoBoio). Retrieved from
http://turkey.mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/news/52651-pres-reliz-shhodo-nezakonnih-vizitiv-dejakih-gromadyan-
ta-suden-na-timchasovo-okupopvani-teritoriji-ukrajini-anglijsykoju-movoju

1078 Tpec-peni3 MO0 HE3AKOHHUX Bi3UTIiB JESIKMX TPOMAJISH Ta CYJIeH HAa TAMYAcOBO OKYTIOBaHi TepUTOpil
VYkpainu 2016.
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1081 Tyrkish delegation visit to Crimea was unofficial: Turkish Foreign Ministry. (2016, 26 November). Daily
News. Retrieved from http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-delegation-visit-to-crimea-was-not-official-
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people Refat Chubarov posted on his page on Facebook disposal Sergey Aksyonov
on signing the Agreement on Cooperation between the Council of Ministers of the
Crimea and the Association of Independent Industrialists and Businessmen of Turkey
(MUSIAD) under the number 344-r dated April 17, 2015. According to the text of
the document signed between Turkey and the Crimea was a member of the Crimean

government Georgy Muradov.184

After such a statement Head Office of the Company Culture and Mutual Aid of the
Crimean Tatars (dernek), Ankara, requested an explanation from the organization
MUSIAD on cooperation with the current Crimea. MUSIAD Association, in a
written reply to the Turkish and English languages, posted on the official website of
the organization, has denied the information about possible cooperation with the
current Crimean government. MUSIAD called such statements are unfounded and

not true.198

Therefore, it can be stated that official Ankara does not recognize the occupation of
the region and demonstrates the support to Kyiv on the issue. This includes the
abrogation of the direct flights to the Crimea, the withdrawal of the business. At the
same time, as the incident with the Russian jet in November 2015, introduction of the
visa regime and the failure of the touristic season in Turkey in 2016 show, Turkey is
also interested in good relations with Russia, particularly taking into consideration

the gas supplies and the cooperation regarding Akkuyu.

1084 Typeukue npeANpUHMMATENH He GYayT COTPYyAHHYATh ¢ AKkceHoBbIM 2015.

1085 Miistakil Sanayici ve Isadamlar1 Dernegi. (2015, 6 May, 2015). Kirum ile Alakali Yayinlanan Asilsiz Haberler
Hakkinda A¢iklama. Retrieved from http://www.musiad.org.tr/tr-tr/dis-iliskiler/kirim-ile-alakali-yayinlanan-
asilsiz-haberler-hakkinda-aciklama
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8.7. The Crimea in the Context of EU - Russia and NATO - Russia Relations

8.7.1. European Union's Position as to Ukrainian Crisis and the Russia's Annexation

of the Crimea

In the Joint statement, President of the European Council Herman Van Rompuy and
President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso on the Crimea made on
16 March, 2014, said that "the solution to the crisis in Ukraine must be based on the
territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine, in the framework of
the Ukrainian Constitution as well as the strict adherence to international standards".
EU officials condemned the unprovoked violation of Ukraine's sovereignty and
territorial integrity and called on Russia to withdraw its armed forces.%® Following
the referendum on the status of the Crimea, in the Joint statement, the President of
the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, and the President of the European
Commission, José Manuel Barroso in line with the declaration of the Heads of State
and Government of the EU of 6 March, stressed once more that the "European Union
does not and will not recognize the annexation of the Crimea and Sevastopol to the

Russian Federation",1987

As the EU does not recognize the annexation of the Crimea and Sevastopol, the
following restrictions have been imposed. European Union introduced bun on all
goods coming from the Crimea and Sevastopol that severely affected the economy of
the region as it was discussed before. Besides, investments in the region are no
longel legal. Persones or companies from the EU are prohibited to buy any property
in the Crimea and Sevastopol, as well as any entity. Financing of the local companies
as well as supplying them with services is outlawed. As it was discussed earlier,
tourism services are no longer available. Except of the emergency cases, cruise ships
cannot attend the Crimean ports. The list of the goods and technologies that cannot
be exported to the region has been issued by the EU as well. It includes transport,

1086 Joint statement by President of the European Council Herman Van Rompuy and President of the European
Commission José Manuel Barroso on Crimea. (2015, 16 March). European Commission Press Releases Database.
Retrieved from http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/141566.pdf

1087 Joint statement on Crimea by the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, and the President
of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, 2015.
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telecommunications and energy sectors or the prospection, exploration and
production of oil, gas and mineral resources. Technical assistance, brokering,
construction or engineering services related to infrastructure in the same sectors must
not be provided.!%8 Russia, in its turn, responded to the European sanctions by
issuing the list of the European goods coming to its territory that seriously affected

the economy of the country, and the Crimea as well, as it will be discussed below.

Along with economic measures, the diplomatic measures have been apllied. Thus,
the EU-Russia summit in Sochi was cancelled and EU member states decided not to
hold regular bilateral summits. Bilateral talks with Russia on visa matters as well as
on the New Agreement between the EU and Russia were suspended. Instead of the
G8 summit in Sochi, a G7 meeting was held in Brussels on 4-5 June, 2014. There,
the sanctions measures for Russia were announced. Since then, meetings have
continued within the G7 process. EU countries also supported the suspension of
negotiations over Russia's joining the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development and the International Energy Agency.'%° 152 people and 37 entities
appeared to be subject to an asset freeze and a travel ban over their responsibility for
actions which undermine or threaten the territorial integrity, sovereignty and
independence of Ukraine. On 15 September 2016 the Council prolonged these

measures until 15 March 2017.109

Needless to say that these sanctions affected the economy of the region, first of all.
As the sections of this thesis analyzing economy and trade show, the trade volumes
decreased dramatically leaving many people without jobs. But what is more

1088 EU sanctions against Russia over Ukraine crisis. European Union Newsroom. Retrieved from
http://europa.eu/newsroom/highlights/special-coverage/eu_sanctions/index_en.htm

EUR-lex. (2014, 18 December). Council Regulation (EU) No 1351/2014 amending Regulation (EU) No
692/2014 concerning restrictive measures in response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol.
Retrieved from http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:0J.L_.2014.365.01.0046.01.ENG

Joint Staff Working Document. (2014, 11 August). Information Note to EU business operating and/or investing in
Crimea/Sevastopol. Retrieved from
http://eeas.europa.eu/ukraine/pdf/swd_2014_300_f2_joint_staff_working_paper_en_v8 pl_776932.pdf

1089 EU restrictive measures in response to the crisis in Ukraine. Retrieved from
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/sanctions/ukraine-crisis/

109 EY restrictive measures in response to the crisis in Ukraine.
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important, the Western community could not raise the issue of the Crimea during
Minsk Agreement 1 and 2 negotiations. Also, the issue of the human rights abuses in

the region has not been addressed.

8.7.2. NATOQ's Position as to the Crimean Crisis

Following the plebiscite in the Crimea, North Alliance, in its statement of 17 March,
2014, called the referendum in the Crimea both illegal and illegitimate. According to
it, "the referendum violated the Ukrainian Constitution and international law, and
Allies do not recognize its results".1%! Foreign Ministers of the NATO-Ukraine
Commission, condemned Russia's illegal military intervention in Ukraine, and
Russia's violation of Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity, not recognizing
Russia's illegal and illegitimate 'annexation' of the Crimea.% NATO Secretary
General, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, commenting on these events in his article
explained the suspected NATO - Russia Council by the actions of Russia which is no

longer a partner, but adversary of the Alliance:1%%

The Russian propaganda against NATO and the West is nothing but
smokescreen to cover up its own illegal actions. Dispel the smokescreen,
and the truth on the ground is clear: Russia has annexed the Crimea at the
barrel of a gun, in breach of all its international commitments. 0%

Following the annexation of the Crimea, Russia increased its military presence in the
region. The Russian military has put together nearly 100 units and organizations in
the Crimea in 2014 as part of the program of deploying a self-sufficient group of
forces at the peninsula. The force grouping created in the Crimea not only defends

Russia's interests in the Black Sea area and in the Crimean Federal District, it can

1091 NATO. (2014, 17 March). Statement by the North Atlantic Council on the so-called referendum in Crimea.
Press Release. Retrieved from http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_108030.htm

1092 NATO. (2014, 1 April). Statement of the NATO-Ukraine Commission. Retrieved from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_108499.htm

1093 Rasmussen, A.F. (2014, 13 April). De-escalation starts on the ground. Retrieved from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/opinions_109102.htm

1094 Rasmussen 2014.
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also accomplish missions in the offshore maritime zone. The Crimea-based Black
Sea Fleet as well as Northern and Baltic Fleets provided a permanent presence for
Russia in the Mediterranean. The Russian Aerospace Defense Forces will also have
presence at the Crimean peninsula as "a separate command and measuring center in
the city of Yevpatoriya is being equipped with state of the art hardware, which will
enables to control all types of military spacecraft”. According to minister Shoigu,
new barracks, warehouses and parks are being constructed at five garrisons on the

peninsula, while the existing buildings undergo major repairs.%%

Such increase of the Russian military presence in the Crimea provoked NATO's
concern. During meeting of the foreign ministers, in Turkey (Antalya) in May 2015,

the joint statement was issued, saying:

We condemn Russia’'s ongoing and wide-ranging military build-up in the
Crimea, and are concerned with Russia's efforts and stated plans for
further military build-up in the Black Sea region, which will potentially
have further implications for the stability of the region. We are also
deeply concerned by statements of the Russian leadership with regard to
possible future stationing of nuclear weapons and their delivery systems
in the Crimea, which would be destabilizing.10%

In April 2014 the Alliance suspended all practical cooperation between NATO and
Russia including in the NRC. However, the Alliance agreed to keep channels of
communication open in the NRC and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council at the
Ambassadorial level and above, to allow the exchange of views, first and foremost
on this crisis. In April 2016, almost two years after the last meeting of the NRC,

NRC members agree to convene a meeting.1%%’

10% 100 Russian military units created in Crimea — defense minister. (2015, 30 March). RT News. Retrieved from
https://www.rt.com/news/245305-russian-military-crimea-shoigu/

10% NATO. (2015, 13 May). Joint statement of the NATO-Ukraine Commission. Retrieved from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/official_texts_119425.htm

1097 NATO-Russia Council. (Last updated 2016, 15 April). Retrieved from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/topics_50091.htm
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8.8. Foreign Economic Activity of the Region

As to the foreign trade of the Crimea, it would be logical to rely upon the date of the
Russian Statistics Committee. However, when it comes to the trade relations with
Ukraine, these data is significantly different from the figures provided by the
Ukrainian Customs and statistics. Although the situation in the Crimea seems quite
stable, it needs detailed analysis. According to these figures, the occupied peninsula
has a positive foreign trade surplus of $63.7 million (export - $147.9 million, import
- $84.2 million). For comparison, in 2013, Crimea's export totaled $904.9 million,
import - $1.1439 billion, the deficit equaled $239 million.0%

Given that today the Crimea does not include the volume of foreign trade with the
countries of the Customs Union, Anatoliy Frizorenko, the head of the department on
trade, Statistic Service of Ukraine, in his analysis, makes the appropriate correction
data for 2013 and obtains export - $587.1 million, import - $844.4 million; the
negative balance constitutes - $257.3 million. The author shows that the Crimea has
reduced its exports by almost five times, imports by six times and negative balance
changed to positive. A region became self-sufficient. According to experts, such
changes are possible only if the manipulated figures of foreign trade. First of all,
export figures need clarification. At a time when European sanctions actually made it
impossible to supply the Crimean goods to the EU, the main trade partners of the
occupied peninsula were Turkey (18.3% of total exports), Switzerland (17.8%) and
Panama (12.5%). The exports to Ukraine constituted only $3.5 million, representing

2.4% of the Crimean exports.19%°

With regard to the trade with the European Union, the volume of exports fell by
more than 90%, to $17.4 million. Exports from the Crimea to most of the European
countries have fallen to zero. Against this background, Frizorenko finds it strange the
trade statistics with Belgium, which totaled 8% of the total exports of the Crimean

10% Crpykrypa skcriopta Kpeima. (2014, 24 June). KpsimHngopm. Retrieved from http://www.c-
inform.info/dossier/id/52

109 dpusopenxo, A.(2015, 27 February). Cuutats no-pyccky. Baemnss Toprosis Kpeima — 6e3 EC u YkpauHsl.
Toccrat. European Truth. Retrieved from http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/experts/2015/02/27/7031354/
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(worth $11.9 million). Another $4.5 million of goods were exported from the Crimea
to the Netherlands. Now the export of goods from the Crimea in the EU can only
with the Ukrainian certificates. However, perhaps the exports were shipped before
the introduction of the EU embargo on trade with the occupied territory. The share of
Ukraine, according to the customs of the Crimea, only account for $2.6 billion, or
3.1% of total imports (for the period April-December, 2014). And this is not to
mention the fact that, according to the Crimean statistics, occupied Crimea has a

positive balance of trade with Ukraine. In other words, the Crimea feeds Ukraine.*%

We suggest considering the structure of imports of the Crimea for 2014, which is
unveiled by Krymstat. It turns out that, in the Crimea, there is no imported meat or
dairy products, while imports of sugar and confectionery products together with
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages does not exceed $100 thousand. At the same
time, one should not neglect the reports about the numerous trucks with the

Ukrainian goods waiting on the Crimean border.110!

Frizorenko compares the customs statistics of the Crimea and the State Fiscal
Statistics Service of Ukraine. According to the law "On Creation of the Free
Economic Zone Crimea and the characteristics of the economic activity in the
temporarily occupied territory of Ukraine” customs clearance in the FEZ Crimea
began on September 27, 2014. But even the data late last year is significantly
different from the customs data. According to the Ukrainian Customs, exports in the
FEZ Crimea constituted $416.9 million, import amounted $35.2 million. At the same
time, the customs of the Crimea declared import from Ukraine as equal $2.6 million,
while export as equal $3.5 million. Volumes of supplies of goods from Ukraine to
the Crimea exceed total imports of the region almost three times. We have a
discrepancy of the cost of goods imported from the by the Crimea from Ukraine
more than 160 times. If one analyzes the commodity structure of the export to the

Crimea, then the following groups of products can be noted: sugar - $14.5 million,

1100 ppuszopenxo 2015.

101 dpuszopenko 2015.
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drugs - $11.7 million, cheeses - $11.4 million, bird eggs - $8 million, sausages and

meat products - $8,2 million, pork - $7.7 million, beer - $ 7.2 million.!%

These figures and analysis let us come up with the conclusion that despite the figures
proclaimed by the Statistics of the Crimea, the real situation is quite different. Such
manipulations are used in order to persuade the locals and, more importantly, all
Russians and foreign actors, that the region has a stable economy. Though, it should
be noted, the news from the Crimea, as well as the interviews with the ordinary
people show that the economic situation is perceived by the people as deteriorating,
first of all, due to the prices of the good, logistics problems, and food blockade in the
Southern Ukraine. The situation is aggravated by the incident with the Russian jet
that was hit in November 2015 that led to the introduction of sanctions and visa
regime for the Turkish citizens. For example, if in January-March 2015 goods in the
amount of $5.8 million were taken from the Crimea to Turkey,'% over the same
period of 2016 it constituted only 1.8 million US dollars. Although in the total

volume of the Crimean exports Turkey retained the second place (24.8%).104

The third place in the export countries (after Ukraine and Turkey) is divided between
India (11.3% of exports) and Belarus (11%). However, compared to the same period
in 2015, India has reduced the purchase of the Crimean goods by 3 times: from $2.4
million to $845 thousand. Belarus, on the other hand, increased its exports from the
Crimea by a one third: from $550 thousand to $823 thousand.1%

102 @pusopenxo 2015.

1108 Teppuropuansubiit Opran denepansroii Cyx6s1 [ocynapersennoit Cratuctuku. (2015). Teorpaduueckas
Y TOBapHasi CTPYKTypa BHEIIHEH TOPTOBJIM TOBapaMU C OCHOBHBIMH CTpaHaMH-TIapTHepaMmH 3a sHBapb 2015t.
Retrieved from
http://crimea.gks.ru/wps/wecm/connect/rosstat_ts/crimea/resources/9bd1fd0047b585f6bb3chfed3bc4492f/%D0%9
3%D0%B5%D0%BE+%D0%A1%D0%90%D0%99%D0%A2.pdf

1104 Teppuropuansusii Opran ®enepanbHoii Ciyx0s1 ocynapcreennoii Cratuctuxu. (2016). Teorpaduueckas
CTPYKTypa BHelIHe# Toprosiu ToBapamu Pecrybnuku Kpeim B sitaBape-mapre 2016 roma. Retrieved from
http://crimea.gks.ru/wps/wcm/connect/rosstat_ts/crimea/resources/ddee59004d49b1cha3d8f74fc772e0bb/%D0%
BE%D1%84.9%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82+%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%B9%D1%82+%D0%92%D0%A
D%D0%A1+%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BE+%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%82+2016.pdf

1105 'eorpaduueckas ¥ ToBapHas CTPYKTYpa BHEIIHEH TOProBIN TOBAPAMHU C OCHOBHBIMH CTPaHAMH-TIAPTHEPAMH
3a stuBapb 2015r.
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In 2015, the situation with import has changed radically, and the main suppliers of
production to the region was Ukraine (41.2%), Turkey (12.2%) and China (7.7%).1%
2016 introduced new adjustments for the foreign trade: because of the restrictions
imposed on the import / export of goods from the Crimea (Resolution of the Cabinet
of Ministers of Ukraine Ne1035),11%7 Ukraine ceased to be the main importer of the
goods for the Crimea. Therefore, in January-March 2016, the four countries from
which the import to the Crimea is possible, are as it follows: Belarus (19% of total
imports), Armenia (14.6%), China (11.8%) and Spain (10.9%). Thus, in 2015 the
share of Belarus amounted to only 3.6% in total imports (614 thousand US
dollars).!1% Today Minsk boosted the supply of goods to the Crimea by 3 times - up

to 1.9 million.11%°

A similar situation exists with Armenia, which previously almost did not trade with
occupied Crimea. Today, this country is the second largest importer of their goods in
the Crimea ($1.4 million US dollars). Despite the fact that China is among the top
three, the amount of imports from it to the Crimea in the first quarter fell by 2 times:
from $2.4 to $1.2 million. Spain, by contrast, increased deliveries in Crimea is
almost 4 times: from $229 thousand to $1. However, it remains a mystery what the
Crimea buys from Spain - the country is under the food embargo of Russia.'!*

8.9. Conclusion

The analysis in this chapter let us conclude the following. The transition period in the
Crimea was established in order to solve the routine issues connected to the

1106 T'eorpaduyeckas ¥ TOBapHAsk CTPYKTypa BHEIIHE TOPrOBIM TOBAPAMHU C OCHOBHBIMH CTPaHAMU-TIApTHEPAMH
3a stuBapb 2015r.

1107 Ka6iner Minictpis Ykpainu. (2015, 16 December). IToctanosa Ka6inery Minictpis Ykpainu Ne 1035 "TIpo
00OMEKEeHHS TIOCTaBOK OKPEMHX TOBApiB (POOIT, MOCIYT) 3 THMYACOBO OKYIIOBAHOI TEPUTOPIi Ha iHITY TEPUTOPIIO
Vkpaiuu ta/abo 3 iHmoi reputopii Ykpainu Ha THMYAcOBO OKymoBaHy Tepuropiro”. Retrieved from
http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/uk/cardnpd?docid=248714822

1108 T'eorpaduueckas u ToBapHas CTPYKTypa BHENTHEH TOPTOBJIM TOBAPAMH C OCHOBHBIMU CTPAaHAMH-TIAPTHEPAMH
3a stHBapb 20151,

1108 'eorpaduueckas CTpyKTypa BHEIHeH TOproeiu Topapamu Pecriy6uku Kpeim B susape-mapte 2016 roja.

1110 Cepreesa, E. (2016, 5 July). Kpytoe nuke BHernseit Toprosmu Kpeima. Kpoiv Peanuu. Retrieved from
http://ru.krymr.com/a/27836848.html
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citizenship, passports, pensions, vehicles registration, diplomas and the conditions
for the admission to the jobs in the Crimea. Although, in the beginning, the Crimea
was given a set of priorities and concessions that provoked the dissatisfaction of
other regions of the Russian Federations, later, as it was shown in this and previous
chapters, the appointments of the Prosecutor General Poklonskaya, the head of the
Southern Federal district and others displayed the Moscow's desire to spread the
siloviki structures into the Crimea as well. As Andrei Soldatov showed, the security
organ has been reincarnated.!'*! Additionally, the need to pass the exam on Russian
history and language left many officials outside their jobs, additionally, the new
appointments prevailed.

As to the external relations of the Crimea, it should be noted that Tatarstan played an
important role in this. Turkey is trying to continue economic relations with the
Crimea, although the incident with the Russian jet impeded the process. Ukraine
while proclaiming the issues of the support for the citizens in the Crimea manipulate

the situation by the issues of water and electricity supply.

From the neoclassical realist perspective, the Russian policy-makers, within the short
period of time after the acquisition of the Crimea and Sevastopol, tended to modify
the state apparatus and to substitute the majority of the elite with the more loyal, or,
in other words, to deal with the intervening variable. The Ukrainian crisis as well as
the authoritarian regime in Russia did not allow neglecting the institutions, elites, and
state-society relations in the Crimea. Therefore, as it was shown in this and previous
chapter, the design of the new legislation and new governmental bodies appeared to
be the first step in securing the loyalty of the region. The election to the parliament in
September, 2014, brought 70% of the United Russia to the Crimean parliament. The
new appointments from Moscow complemented this process successfully. Needless
to say that Ukrainians and the Crimean Tatars were excluded from the decision-
making process not only as electorate, but also as the deputies. The closure of the

media and acquisition of the assets of the Tatar channel were to guarantee the only

111 goldatov, A. (2016, 21 September). Putin Has Finally Reincarnated the KGB. Foreign Policy. Retrieved
from http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/09/21/putin-has-finally-reincarnated-the-kgh-mgb-fsb-russia/
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pro-Russian media-coverage in the republic. In such way, the ideology Krym Nash
(Crimea Is Ours) could be spread the most. At the same time, the state-supported
nationalism was demonstrated immediately - the parades in Sevastopol, various
celebrations and events of the Russian community followed the annexation of the
Crimea. Particular role was given to the Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow
Patriarchy and the Russian Muftiyat that Russian leadership considered as an
important marker of identity. Moreover, in order to provide the sources for the
policies the nationalization of the property of the Ukrainian businessmen was

launched. Later, some of the nationalized objects were sold out.
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CHAPTER 9

CONCLUSION

This thesis demonstrates the application of the area studies interdisciplinary approach
in the analysis of the region, particularly its strengths and deficiencies. The case of
the Crimea appears to be an excellent academic example of the region which has its
own identity, history that is crucial for understanding the contemporary
developments and elites discourse. Contrary to the views of some experts who argue
that the Crimean crisis and the annexation of the Crimea as well as the developments
in the aftermath of this annexation could be explained with the reference to foreign
policies of Kyiv and Moscow, this thesis argues that local regional dynamics in the
form of historical, social, cultural, political and economic structures have played a
decisive role in the outbreak and development of the Ukrainian crisis.

The analysis of the Russian invasion into the Crimea that was followed by the
annexation of the region allows us to come up with the certain conclusions.
Although, as it was shown in the consequent chapters, realist scholars tend to analyze
the Crimean crisis from the realistic standpoint using the fact of the military
annexation of the region by the Russian Federation, this approach has certain
limitations in understanding the case. First of all, it fails to see the role of the
domestic institutions and ethnic groups in the development of the conflict. Classical
realist examining the Crimean case would omit the discussion of its history, the
existing institutions as well as the experience of statehood and the region's relations
with the Ukrainian government. In fact, the region itself would be ignored: the
priority would be rather given to the state-level analysis, i.e. the discussion of the
Ukrainian and Russian politics. The importance of the ethnic conflict cannot be
neglected insofar as the contradiction between Russian and Crimean Tatar groups, as
well as the dominant position of the former in the Crimean parliament determined the

outcome of the Crimean referendum. Besides, the fled of the Ukrainian president to
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Russia in February 2014, allowed the nomination of the Prime Minister Aksyonov
who was responsible for negotiation with Kremlin shortly before the annexation.
Furthermore, while state is seen as a primary actor in the international system, the
sub-state actors, such as regions are underestimated. Nevertheless, as the Crimean
case shows, the region may become an actor that causes the conflict between main

actors on the international arena.

Secondly, the issue of identity, particularly, the Russian identity of the majority of
the Crimean population is generally neglected by the realist scholars examining
Crimea. In our opinion, it should be added to the list of factors that contributed to the
Crimea's separation insofar as the 'Russian profile' of the Crimea, the expectations
and the perceptions of threat coming from the Western institutions defined
cooperation with the Russian institutions. Although the RF acted in realistic terms,
while the president Yanukovych tended to cooperate with the EU in a liberal sense,
the constructivist analysis of the public orientations should be added. Besides, the
ideology of the Crimean politicians (although the Crimean political parties have
weak ideological platform but rather form around the leader in a short time before
the election) clearly underline which institutions and actors (domestic and
international) are perceived as a threat.

While the liberalist approach is widely engaged in the discussion of the Ukraine - EU
relations, it also should not be idealized. From the perspective of the liberal peace
theory the advocates of this approach would discredit themselves. The invasion itself
demonstrates not the protection of the compatriots but rather the control over the
Black Sea region. The Crimean autonomy was abrogated in July 2016. As the critical
theory scholar Robert Cox notes the hierarchy of power shifted and at the same time
the external control was thrust on the region. Another issue that raised is the human
security. As it will be shown in the seventh chapter of my thesis, the Crimean Tatars

appeared to be very vulnerable to the change of the status of the Crimea.

In the discussed case of the Crimea, the social constructivism seems to be applicable

due to the several reasons. The role of the Russian language, i.e. the abrogation of the
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regional languages law of 2012 during the anti-Maidan appeared to be one of the
factors that led to the separation of the region from Ukraine. The practical as well as
symbolic value of language was demonstrated by the Crimean population. The
Russian identity of the population that was shown by the numerous researches
defines the parties in the parliament of the ARC. Moreover, the adherence to the
borders of the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union before the Crimea became the
part of Ukraine in 1954 was used in the justification of the legality of the Russian
actions. It makes the social constructivism a valuable and important tool in the
analysis of the issue insofar as the perceptions as such became the motivation of the
people's choice during the referendum of April 2014. Moreover, the international
norms and institutions' value displayed in the Ukraine's European vector that was
being contrasted by the Russian policy makers to the cooperation on the post-Soviet
area and the Customs Union, in particular, also defined the perception of the more

promising choice.

Nevertheless, the analysis proved the deficiency of this approach from the Russian
aggression' point of view. Social constructivism fails to explain the invasion of the
‘green men' into the Crimean in February 2014. It is also not sufficient in the analysis
of such pragmatic motives of the Crimeans as wellbeing and living standards that
cannot be disregarded in the analysis of the voting behavior during the plebiscite.
Moreover, from the democracy theories and the institutional behavior point of view,
the Crimeans failed to internalize their norms, therefore the approach can be treated
as inadequate in the discussion of the referendum that is internationally accepted as

illegal.

The analysis of the traditional IR approaches allows concluding that they display
certain limitations applicable to the cases, particularly in the case of the Crimea. At
the same time, the neoclassical realist approach is seen as the most powerful tool in
the examination of the Crimean crisis of March 2014. The value of the approach for
this thesis is, first of all, in the emphasis on the intervening variable, or the state
institutions, state-society relations, domestic actors and interest groups, nationalism

and ideology. | argue that despite the rhetoric about the Russian invasion in Crimea
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and the analysis of the Russian foreign policy in realist and neoclassical realist terms,
the neoclassical realist perspective from the Crimea's standpoint become a significant
contribution to the bulk of literature on the case. Although we have to accept the
international conditions that threatened Russian interests in the near abroad, they
were the Crimean elites who perceived the system incentives in the way they did and

undertook the decision of separation and unification with the Russian Federation.

The analysis of the domestic actors and interest groups provided by the neoclassical
realists is significant due to the several reasons. Firstly, Ukraine finds itself in the
transition period which defines the weakness of the institutions and procedures, the
low commitment of the actors to the existing norms. These issues defined the weak
control of the citizens over the agenda and the lack of knowledge about the political
situation in the country combined with the lack of critical thinking. Secondly, the
utilization of the Russian nationalistic rhetoric, particularly connected to the issues of
the Russian language guaranteed the support of the referendum. The control of the
Russia-oriented groups over the agenda in the parliament allowed referendum to be
announced. Furthermore, the role of the military units that immediately took an oath
to the Russian Federation was crucial - without it the conflict could have become the
frozen. Moreover, the media in Crimea demonstrated their loyalty to Russia. To sum
up, the neoclassical realist potential in explaining the policy of the ARC in 2014

cannot be overestimated.

As it can be seen from the historical analysis of the region, Crimea experienced the
presence of the different ethnic groups and political powers on its territory. The
geographic position as well as the ethnic composition and past developments can
help to explain the contemporary events in the Crimea. Needless to say that the
independent status (although de-juro) can be treated as an experience of the
statehood. The autonomous status and the formation of the main state organs also
contributed to the formation of the political forces that stood for the independence of
Crimea. The period of the Crimean Khanate should be treated as particularly
important insofar as the Crimean Tatars managed to establish their power in the
region, create a state that sustained for a long period of time. This gave the
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contemporary Tatar community the precedent to demand the securing their rights
from the government. The Russian presence in the Crimea since 1783 determined the
change in the ethnic structure of the population, as it was shown in the beginning of
this chapter. The majority of Russians determined the political landscape and the
voting mode later. Besides, the foundation of Sevastopol and the establishment of the
Black Sea fleet base in there was one of the reasons of Russia's attachment to the
Crimea. The Soviet period was crucial due to the establishment of the republic in the
Crimea, the World War II, and the deportation. The return of the deported to the
Central Asia Crimean Tatars caused the conflicts on the peninsula related to the land
squatting, quotas etc. The inability of to influence the agenda through the pro-
Russian forces made them seek representation through the Ukrainian right parties

and explain the opposition to the change of power in Simferopol.

Besides, during the Soviet rule, the Crimea was deprived the autonomous status and
transferred to the Ukrainian SSR. These issues had a considerable influence on the

politics in the Crimea in the 1990s.

The analysis of the dynamics in the Crimea between 1991 and 2014 shows the
importance of this period from the political and analytical points of view. In the early
1990s, the political system of Ukraine and the Crimean Autonomous republic
formed; as well as the relations between both actors formed despite many tensions.
This period demonstrated not only the vague character of the state norms and
procedures, but the domination of the president in the system, particularly the role of
personality of the leader. It also proved the lack of the attention to the national
policies, particularly the securing the rights of the formerly deported people. As one
of the respondents noted, the "Crimean political arena never showed our belonging to
Ukraine. There always have been Russian actors.” The ethnic composition
determined the results of the elections to the parliament. Kyiv, in its turn, was trying
to balance by means of the Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine in
the Crimea. Besides, the budget of the region became the issue after 2011. The lack
of the Ukrainian language in the secondary and higher education, mass media was
also important factor and noted by the respondents. The figures of the Crimean prime

315



ministers Dzharty and Mogilyov, both from Donetsk region and close to
Yanukovych require particular attention. Mogilyov was criticized by the Crimean
Tatars and, during the crisis, declared his readiness to obey the decisions of the

Verkhovna Rada and was dismissed as well as his government.

From the neoclassical realist perspective, Ukrainian domestic developments as well
as the Ukraine's negotiations with the EU as to the DCFTA, with the Russian
Federation regarding the Customs Union appeared to be the independent variable that
defined the context of the Crimean separation. Here, one has to deal with the
subsystemic threat that was perceived as one coming from the Ukraine - EU
partnership. At the same time, as the volume by Talliafero, Lobell, Ripsman suggest,
the most important appeared to be the perception of the international circumstances
by the domestic actors, as well as their impact on the decision making and the
national security decision as well. In this regard, the low commitment of the main
political actors to the formal procedures resulted in a weak institutionalization of
these rules and the strengthening the power vertical by the president with a strong
propensity for non-institutional behavior. This also determined the poor development
of the democratic norms and procedures in Ukraine, and in the ARC
correspondingly. Furthermore, the lack of the legislative and the budget powers of
the ARC defined the lack of autonomy in the Crimea. Moreover, the absence of the
provisions as to the delineation of powers between center and the region worsened
the tensions between Kyiv and the Crimean government, especially in the period
when the more nationalistic and Western oriented government of Ukraine was trying
to implement its policies which contradicted to the interests of the Russian-speaking
majority in Crimea of Eastern Ukraine. In such cases, Ukrainian government
preferred to back the Crimean Tatars in order to balance the pro-Russian groups. As
it was seen the pro-Russian political elites appeared to be the most influential and
responsible for the identification and assessment of the menace coming from the
Anti-Maidan. The expected by the Crimean elites payoffs from the Russian side

obviously overcame the losses of the voices from the Crimean Tatar segment of
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society; as well as the costs of the empowerment of the pro-European, right-segment,
backed by the Crimean Tatar political forces would be high.

Particular attention should be paid to the Crimean media. Needless to stress the role
they played in monitoring and presenting the events in Ukraine. As it was shown, the
military of Ukraine that was being located in the Crimea immediately changed its
loyalty and supported the ‘green men'. As to the nation-building, which was
particularly important for Ukraine considering its Russian and Crimean Tatar
population after the dissolution of the USSR, the inconsistent policies, the absence of
the national minorities protecting legislation, the failure to adopt the law on the
regional languages resulted in the dissatisfaction with the government of the Eastern
and Southern regions. In fact, Ukrainian government failed to construct the civic
nation in the country that, under the conditions of the political and economic crisis,
defined the loyalty of these regions to the Russian Federation. Consequently, the
Ukrainian population that supported Maidan appeared to be the 'Other' for the
Russian-speaking Crimeans. The inability to conduct consistent foreign policy and
neglect of the interests of the half of the population aggravated existing
contradictions. The domestic pro-Russian oriented group managed to obtain the
control over the security agenda in the Crimean parliament that resulted in the
election of Aksyonov. Additionally, through more than 20 years it demonstrated
electoral support, and the single-issue orientation, although it was not the unification
with the Russian Federation. Rather, it was the Russian as a state language and closer

relations with Russia and CIS countries.

Mismanagement during the political crisis, including legal provisions and violence
against the protestors, the escape of the president revealed the institutional weakness
of Ukraine, the lack of flexibility and the asymmetry with the domination of Kyiv in
the relations with the regions, especially with the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.
The absence of the strong central government and the inability of Kyiv to control the
whole territory of the country during the mass rallies made it possible for Crimea to
conduct its own policy, such as the appointment of the new head of the Council of
Ministers of Crimea by the pro-Russian Supreme Council of the ARC. Economic
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crisis that immediately followed the mass rallies in Ukraine worsened the domestic
turmoil: the economically strong Donets’k and Luhans'k oblasts undertook the
decision to stop 'feeding' the rest of Ukraine. These factors appeared to be crucial in
the separation of Crimea, also supported by the Russian Federation's decision to
protect Russian-speaking Crimeans. The crisis in the Ukrainian politics appeared to
be challenge for the Crimea. Under these conditions, Crimeans felt insecure as a part
of Ukraine and had to re-evaluate the possibility of the new statehood. The situation
got worse after the separation of Novorossiya (Donets'k and Luhans'k oblasts) which
put Ukraine to the edge of the civil war and the weakened sovereignty. As a result,
Ukraine consider Crimea as temporarily occupied territory, and the military conflict
in the Eastern regions is defined as anti-terroristic operation which makes it
impossible for Kyiv to control the whole territory of Ukraine. Different military
units, not subordinated to Kyiv are operating in the Eastern part of Ukraine. In
addition, an unbalanced relation with Russia which is eager to use its economic and
energy leverage deprives Kyiv the right to use severe measures against the rebels of

the East in order to preserve the territorial integrity.

While this thesis argues that the historical, political, economic and social structures
of the Crimea are key for the understanding the separation of the region from
Ukraine and its annexation by Russia, it is impossible to neglect the international
context or the independent variable, in the neoclassical realism terms. The analysis
showed that the possible rapproachement between Ukraine and the Western
institutions, in case of the Maidan's victory, put a threat to the Russia's interests. It
was important to secure the Black Sea, on the one hand, as well as demonstrate the
Russian's might, on the other. Besides, according to many scholars, the Kremlin uses
the foreign policy in order to secure the consent and support within the country. The
'victory' in such crisis periods clearly delineates the enemy, and the party that should
be protected. Moreover, Mearsheimer's argument about the responsibility of the
Western institutions for the outcome of the Ukrainian domestic turmoil explains the
role of the West as a factor of the crisis. The economic sanctions do not seem as

effective measure to curb Kremlin.

318



The internal dynamics in Crimea, in 2014 - 2016, display the Russia's efforts to
justify its image as a savior of the region from the Ukrainian government. Needless
to say that this was used by Putin to raise his personal ratings. Despite the military
conflict on the border with Ukraine, growing prices, striking nationalism and
conservatism of the Russian leadership, Russians believe that it is still better to live
in Russia than in Western Europe or the US. The experts explain such feelings by the
patriotic raise following the acquisition of Crimea. The head of the VCIOM Fedorov
says that it is the first time within last 25 years Russia enlarged its territory, and
people are excited about this. The similar trends were seen in 2008 - due to the
economic growth and the victory in the Georgian war; as well as in the beginning of
2000s when Putin managed to stabilize political and economic situation in Russia
and patriotic feelings raised tremendously. The decreasing euphoria about the victory
is complemented by the growing understanding of the consequences of the war.
Growing prices were already mentioned, besides, Russians expect the worsening of

the economic situation due to the sanctions.

As to the formation of the power structures in Crimea the former were designed
according to the Russian population of the peninsula. The interests of the minorities,
ethnic and religious, were not taken into consideration. Furthermore, the
appointments in Crimea showed the role of the security structures in Russia and the
desire to spread it in Crimea. During the transition period, Russian leadership had to
face many problems with establishing new legislations, with ousting Ukrainian
business and economic actors in Crimea, with protecting Russian Orthodoxy of
Moscow Patriarchy as a channel that may connect the Crimeans to the rest of the
Russian population. The transition period in Crimea was established in order to solve
the routine issues connected to the citizenship, passports, pensions, vehicles
registration, diplomas and the conditions for the admission to the jobs in Crimea.
Although, in the beginning, Crimea was given a set of priorities and concessions that
provoked the dissatisfaction of other regions of the Russian Federations, later, as it
was shown in this and previous chapters, the appointments of the Prosecutor General

Poklonskaya, the head of the Southern Federal district and others displayed the
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Moscow's desire to spread the siloviki structures into Crimea as well. As Andrei
Soldatov showed, the security organ has been reincarnated. Additionally, the need to
pass the exam on Russian history and language left many officials outside their jobs,

additionally, the new appointments prevailed.

As to the external relations of Crimea, it should be noted that Tatarstan played an
important role in this. Turkey is trying to continue economic relations with Crimea,
although the incident with the Russian jet impeded the process. Ukraine while
proclaiming the issues of the support for the citizens in Crimea manipulate the

situation by the issues of water and electricity supply.

From the neoclassical realist perspective, the Russian policy-makers, within the short
period of time after the acquisition of the Crimea and Sevastopol, tended to modify
the state apparatus and to substitute the majority of the elite with the more loyal, or,
in other words, to deal with the intervening variable. The Ukrainian crisis as well as
the authoritarian regime in Russia did not allow neglecting the institutions, elites, and
state-society relations in Crimea. Therefore, the design of the new legislation and
new governmental bodies appeared to be the first step in securing the loyalty of the
region. The election to the parliament in September, 2014, brought 70% of the
United Russia to the Crimean parliament. The new appointments from Moscow
complemented this process successfully. Needless to say that Ukrainians and
Crimean Tatars were excluded from the decision-making process not only as
electorate, but also as the deputies. The closure of the media and acquisition of the
assets of the Tatar channel were to guarantee the only pro-Russian media-coverage in
the republic. In such way, the ideology Krym Nash (Crimea Is Ours) could be spread
the most. At the same time, the state-supported nationalism was demonstrated
immediately - the parades in Sevastopol, various celebrations and events of the
Russian community followed the annexation of Crimea. Particular role was given to
the Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchy and the Russian Muftiyat
that Russian leadership considered as an important marker of identity. Moreover, in

order to provide the sources for the policies the nationalization of the property of the
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Ukrainian businessmen was launched. Later, some of the nationalized objects were

sold out.

Important part of this work lies in the field research. The field research was
conducted in January - February 2016, in the Crimea and, in October - November
2016, in Ankara. It included semi-structured elite and expert interviews with
Russians, Crimean Tatars and Ukrainians as well as in-depth interviews with
ordinary people and activists from the local ethnic groups. Respondents for
interviews were chosen through the help of convenient and purposive sampling with
the mediating role of gatekeepers. The interviewees proved the general standpoint of
the Crimeans: those who identify themselves as Russian, showed the support for the
annexation; while the Crimean Tatars are the opposite end of the political spectrum.
Those who identified themselves as Ukrainian are not univocal in their attitude
towards the referendum and the following annexation of the Crimea. It should be
noted that those who voted 'for' express more positive view as to the situation in the
Crimea and the region's future. They note the infrastructural projects, the budget
increase, the new work places, financial wellbeing and the stability. At the same
time, those who do not recognize the referendum think critically. They note
difficulties in travelling to the Crimea; change of documents; the extremely high
prices; the fall of the local business; the lack of investments and foreign business in
the Crimea. Generally, people are afraid to talk due to the possible penalties,

particularly loss of the job.

To sum up, this thesis argues that despite the ability of the neoclassical realist
approach to explain the Crimean issue, the area studies approach with the
concentration on the history and identity of the region can overcome the limits of the
neoclassical realism. This thesis shows that despite the argument of some scholars
that the Ukrainian crisis and the separation of the Crimea can be understood through
the analysis of the foreign policies of Moscow and Kyiv, it can be stated that the
examination of the historical, political, economic, social and cultural structures in the

region provide better understanding of the events in the Crimea.

321



REFERENCES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SOURCES

100 Russian military units created in Crimea — defense minister. (2015, 30 March). RT News. Retrieved February
1, 2017, February 1, 2017, from https://www.rt.com/news/245305-russian-military-crimea-shoigu/

14 Muslims are detained under the 'Hizb ut-Tahrir case'. (2016, 9 June). Crimean Human Rights Group.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, February 1, 2017, from http://crimeahrg.org/en/hizb-ut-tahrir-case-the-authorities-
de-facto-use-standart-of-anti-terrorist-legislation-of-the-russian-federation-for-the-persecution-of-muslims-in-
crimea/

A Platform of Crimean Tatar NGOs adopts a resolution regarding Crimea. (2015, 7 April). Crimean News
Agency. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/politics/preparations-for-the-world-congress-of-
crimean-tatars-started/133430/

Act of the Declaration of the State Independence of the Republic of Crimea, 1992. (Republic of Crimea).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://sevkrimrus.narod.ru/ZAKON/1992ref.htm

Action of solidarity with Crimean Tatar held in Thilisi. (2014, 19 May). Crimean News Agency. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/society/action-of-solidarity-with-crimean-tatar-held-in-
thilisi/131443/

Action of solidarity with Crimean Tatars held in Warsaw. (2014, 19 May). Crimean News Agency. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/society/action-of-solidarity-with-crimean-tatars-held-in-
warshaw/131440/

Address by President of the Russian Federation. (18 March, 2014). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20603

Address by President of the Russian Federation. (2014, 18 March). Kremlin.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://feng.kremlin.ru/transcripts/6889

Agreement on the Association between the European Union and Ukraine (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine'
Annotation). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://mfa.gov.ua/ua/about-ukraine/european-integration/ua-eu-
association

All- Ukrainian Population Census. (2001). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/MULT/Dialog/varval.asp?ma=19A050501_02_001&ti=19A050501_02_001.%2
0%D0%EEYET7%EFY%EEY%E4%B3%EB%20%ED%E0%F1%ES%EBY%ES%EDY%ED%FF%20%E7%E0%20%
F0%B3%EA%EDY%EEY%FE%20%ECYUEEYE2%EEY%FE,%20%C0%E2%F2%EE%EDY%EE%ECY%EDY%E0%20
%D0%ES%F1%EFY%F3%E1%EB%B3%EAYE0%20%CA%FO%ES%EC%20(1,2,3,4)&path=../Database/Censu
s/05/01/&lang=1&multilang=uk

Almond, G. A. (1956). Comparative political systems. The Journal of politics, 18(03), 391-409.

Al-Raid center in Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.arraid.org/ru/taxonomy/term/64
American Conquest by Subversion: Victoria Nuland’s Admits Washington Has Spent $5 Billion to "Subvert
Ukraine”. (2014, 7 February). Global Research. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from

http://www.globalresearch.ca/american-conquest-by-subversion-victoria-nulands-admits-washington-has-spent-
5-billion-to-subvert-ukraine/5367782

Appeal of the Ombudsman of Ukraine to the Judges of the Pechers'k Court of Kyiv regarding the violation of the
right on personal freedom and inviolability of the former Minister of Interior Yuriy Lutsenko. (2011, 20 May).

322



Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.ombudsman.gov.ua/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1438:-n-
&catid=102:2011&Itemid=124

Armandon, E. (2013). Popular assessments of Ukraine's relations with Russia and the European Union under
Yanukovych. Demokratizatsiya, 21(2): 289 - 308.

Association Agreement between the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and Ukraine, of the
other part. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://collections.internetmemory.org/haeu/20160313172652/http://eeas.europa.eu/ukraine/docs/association_agre
ement_ukraine_2014_en.pdf

Balmaceda, M. M. (2014). Will Cheap Russian Gas Save Ukraine?. Problems of Post-Communism, 61(2), 61-67.

Bates, R. H. (1997). Area studies and the discipline: a useful controversy?. PS: Political Science &
Politics, 30(02): 166 - 169.

Baysha, O. (2015). Ukrainian Euromaidan: The exclusion of otherness in the name of progress. European
Journal of Cultural Studies, 18(1): 3 - 18.

Belitser, N. (2000). The Constitutional Process in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in the Context of
Interethnic Relations and Conflict Settlement. International Committee for Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.iccrimea.org/scholarly/nbelitser.html

Bielasiak, J. (2002). The institutionalization of electoral and party systems in postcommunist states. Comparative
Politics,34(2): 189 - 210.

Blank, S. (2014). From Eurasia with love. American foreign policy interests, 36(3), 162-174.

Blank, S., & Kim, Y. (2013). "Ukraine Fatigue" and a New US Agenda for Europe and Eurasia. Orbis, 57(4),
595-614.

Blue Stream. Significance. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.gazprom.com/about/production/projects/pipelines/blue-stream/

Braun, A. (2014). Tougher sanctions now: Putin's delusional quest for empire. World Affairs, 177(2): 34 - 42.

Brown, M.E. (2014). NATO's Biggest Mistake The Alliance Drifted From Its Core Mission -- And the World Is
Paying the Price. Foreign Affairs. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2014-05-08/natos-biggest-mistake

Buchanan, P. (2013, 17 December). Is Putin One of Us? Townhall. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://townhall.com/columnists/patbuchanan/2013/12/17/is-putin-one-of-us-n1764094

Bucharest Summit Declaration Issued by the Heads of State and Government participating in the meeting of the
North Atlantic Council in Bucharest. (2008, 3 April 2008). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_8443.htm

Burke-White, W. W. (2014). Crimea and the international legal order. Survival, 56(4): 65 - 80.

Cahnman, W. J. (1948). Outline of a theory of area studies. Annals of the Association of American
Geographers, 38(4), 233-243.

Christensen, R. K., Rakhimkulov, E. R., & Wise, C. R. (2005). The Ukrainian Orange Revolution brought more
than a new president: What kind of democracy will the institutional changes bring?. Communist and Post-
Communist Studies, 38(2): 207 - 230.

Cohen, Stephen F. (2014, 12 August). The New Cold War and the Necessity of Patriotic Heresy. US fallacies
may be leading to war with Russia. The Nation. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://www.thenation.com/article/new-cold-war-and-necessity-patriotic-heresy/

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council Brussels.

323



Constitution of Crimea. 1992. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://sevkrimrus.narod.ru/ZAKON/1992konst.htm

Constitution of the Autonomous Republic Crimea. 1998. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.rada.crimea.ua/constitution/soder_constit.html

Constitution of the Republic of Crimea. (adopted on 11 April, 2014). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.rada.crimea.ua/content/uploads/files/Constituciya.pdf, Article 1

Constitution of Ukraine, as amended on December 8, 2004, Art. 83. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://iportal.rada.gov.ua/uploads/documents/27396.pdf

Constitution of Ukraine. (1996, 28 June). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/254%D0%BA/96-%D0%B2%D1%80

Constitutional Court of Ukraine. (2010, 30 September). Decision of the "On the Correspondence of the
Amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine of 8 December, 2014 to the Constitution of Ukraine". Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/v020p710-

107?test=4/UMFPEGznhhY A4.ZitvBb5ZHI141ws80msh8le6

Council of Europe. OSCE. (2011, 17 October). Conclusion of the Venice Commission regarding the draft law
"On the Election of the People's Deputies in Ukraine". Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/994_a54

Crimea Field Mission on Human Rights. (June 2014). Brief Review of the Situation in Crimea. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://crimeahr.org/sites/default/files/ crimea_field_mission_report_june_2014_eng.pdf:
18.

Crimea Field Mission. (2014, September). Brief overview of the human rights situation in Crimea [Kpamxkuii
0030p cumyayuu ¢ npasamu yearosexa ¢ Kpoimy]. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://crimeahr.org/sites/default/files/obzor_krymskoy_polevoy_missii_sentyabr_2014.pdf.

Crimean Tatars make 30 percent of refugees from Crimea: coordinator. (2014, 20 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/society/crimean-tatars-make-30-percent-of-refugees-from-
crimea-coordinator/131450/

D'Anieri, P. (2012). Ukrainian foreign policy from independence to inertia. Communist and Post-Communist
Studies, 45(3), 447-456.

D'Anieri, P., Kravchuk, R. & Kuzio, T. (Eds.). (1999). Politics and society in Ukraine. Westview Series on the
Post-Soviet Studies. Boulder: Westview Press

David, S. R. (1991). Explaining third world alignment. World Politics, 43(02): 233 - 256.

Declaration of the State Sovereignty of Crimea, Supreme Council of Crimea, 1991. (Republic of Crimea).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakonl.rada.gov.ua/krym/show/rb001d002-
912test=4/UMfPEGznhhY A4.ZitvBb5ZHI141ws80msh8le6

Decree "On the Establishment of the Open Economy Mode on the Territory of Crimea". 1993. (Republic of
Crimea). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/krym/show/rb0333002-93

Decree of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine "On Condemnation of the Use of Violence that Led to the Death of
People™). (2014, 20 February). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/740-
18?test=4/UMfPEGznhhY A4.ZitvBb5ZHI41ws80msh8le6

Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/ukraine/docs/2010_eu_ukraine_association_agenda_en.pdf

Deliagin, M. (2015). Crimea: The First Step in Russia's Return to the World. Russian Politics & Law, 53(2), 6-31.

Department of Information and Communication of the Public Secretariat of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine.
(2014, 27 November). The Government Took the Decision to Suspend the Process of Preparation and Completion

324



of the Association Agreement with the EU. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/uk/publish/article?art_id=246864953&cat_id=244276429

Doty, R. L. (1996). Sovereignty and the nation: constructing the boundaries of national identity. Cambridge
Studies in International Relations, 46(1): 235 - 255.

Draft of the Law of Ukraine "On the Principles of the State Language Policy" (in redaction of 6 August, 2012).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/5029-
172test=4/UMfPEGznhhY A4.ZitvBb5ZHI41ws80msh8le6

Dueck C.(2009). Neoclassical realism and the national interest: presidents, domestic politics, and major military
interventions. In Lobell [et al.]: 139 - 169.

Eastern Partnership. (2008, 3 December). Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and
the Council Brussels, COM(2008) 823 final. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://eeas.europa.eu/eastern/docs/com08_823_en.pdf.

EC Press Release. (2003, 26 November). EC, Poland and Ukraine Boost "Odessa-Brody-Ptock Oil Transportation
Project". Document 1P/03/1606. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-03-
1606_en.htm

Eder, T. S. (2014). China-Russia Relations in Central Asia: Energy Policy, Beijing's New Assertiveness and 21st
Century Geopolitics. Springer VS.

Electoral Commission of Crimea. (2014, 14 September). Pe3ynabrarsl BEIOOPOB 110 €AHHOMY OKpPYTy. BbIGOpHI
nernyratoB [ocynapctBennoro Cosera PecriyGimku Kpeim mepsoro cossiBa. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.crimea.vybory.izbirkom.ru/region/region/crimea?action=show&root=1&tvd=293200067855&vrn=29
3200067850&region=93&global=&sub_region=93&prver=0&pronetvd=0&vibid=293200067855&type=228

Electoral Commission of Crimea. (2014, 14 September). Chnucok MOJUTHYECKUX MapTHi, UX PETHOHAIBHBIX
OTJCNICHUI, WMEIONIMX MpPaBO y4acTBOBaTh B BhIOOpax. Bribopsl nemyratoB ['ocymapctBenHoro CoBeTa
Pecny6nuku Kpbim MepBOTO CO3BIBA. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.crimea.vybory.izbirkom.ru/region/region/crimea?action=show&root=1&tvd=293200067855&vrn=29
3200067850&region=93&global=&sub_region=93&prver=0&pronetvd=0&vibid=293200067850&type=240

Electricity Partially Restored in Crimea. Geopolitical Futures. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/wp-content/uploads/wp-post-to-pdf-enhanced-cache/1/electricity-partial ly-
restored-in-crimea.pdf

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany. (2014, 27 June). NATO foreign ministers meet in Brussels.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.london.diplo.de/Vertretung/london/en/__pr/Latest__News/06/NATO-meeting.html

Embassy of Ukraine to Turkey. (2015, 14 May). [IpoBeneHHs 3aX0/iB i3 BIIAHYyBaHHS IaM’sITi )KEPTB HAPOJIIB,
sIKi OyJIM TIPUMYCOBO TepeceneHHi 3 Kpumy.

Erol-Safak, O. & Seyfettin, M. (2015). Hybrid Warfare Studies and Russia's Example in Crimea. Journal of Gazi
Academic View, 9(17): 261 - 277.

EU restrictive measures in response to the crisis in Ukraine. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/sanctions/ukraine-crisis/

EU sanctions against Russia over Ukraine crisis. European Union Newsroom. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://europa.eu/newsroom/highlights/special-coverage/eu_sanctions/index_en.htm

EU urges Ukraine to act on Tymoshenko to reach trade agreement. (2013, 18 November). DM. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.dw.de/eu-urges-ukraine-to-act-on-tymoshenko-to-reach-trade-agreement/a-
17237098

EUR-lex. (2014, 18 December). Council Regulation (EU) No 1351/2014 amending Regulation (EU) No
692/2014 concerning restrictive measures in response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol.

325



Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:0J.L_.2014.365.01.0046.01.ENG

Europe to respond to all violations of Crimean Tatars' rights: Fule. (2014, 18 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/politics/europe-to-respond-to-all-violations-of-crimean-
tatars-rights-fule/131429/

European Commission. Energy. EU-Russia Energy Dialogue. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/international/russia/russia_en.htm

European Parliament, Directorate-General for External Policies, Policy Department. The situation of National
Minorities in Crimea Following Its Annexation by Russia. (2016, April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/578003/EXPO_STU(2016)578003_EN.pdf, p.14

European Union External Action. Eastern Partnership. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://eeas.europa.eu/eastern/

European Union External Action. European Neighborhood Policy. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://eeas.europa.eu/enp/about-us/index_en.htm

European Union's Factsheet. Frequently asked questions about Ukraine. The EU's Eastern Partnership and the
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. (2014, 12 June). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140612_01_en.pdf

EU-Ukraine Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area. (2006). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/april/tradoc_150981.pdf

EU-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement. Draft. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://eeas.europa.eu/ukraine/pdf/5_ua_title_iv_trade_and_trade-related_matters_en.pdf

Federal Service on Control in the Sphere of Communications, Information Technologies and Mass Media.
Crioco0OrI 1 afpeca moaauu 3asBieHus o peructparmu CMU. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://rkn.gov.ru/mass-communications/smi-registation/#0

Federation Council of the Russian Federation. Llexos Cepreii ITaBnosuu. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://council.gov.ru/structure/person/1167/

Fisher, A. W. (1972). Muscovy and the Black Sea slave trade. Canadian-American Slavic Studies, 6(4), 575-594.

Fordham, B. O. (2009). The limits of neoclassical realism: additive and interactive approaches to explaining
foreign policy preferences. In Lobell [et al.] 2009: 251 - 279.

Foreign Policy Concept of the Russian Federation (approved by President of the Russian Federation Vladimir
Putin on November 30, 2016). (December 1, 2016). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/official_documents/-/asset_publisher/CptICkB6BZ29/content/id/2542248

Foreign Policy Concept of the Russian Federation 2013. (2013, 18 February). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.mid.ru/en/web/guest/foreign_policy/official_documents/-
[asset_publisher/CptICkB6BZ29/content/id/122186

Friedberg, A. L. (1988). The weary titan: Britain and the experience of relative decline, 1895-1905. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

Full Transcript: President Obama gives speech addressing Europe, Russia on March 26. (2014, 26 March). The
Washington Post. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/transcript-president-
obama-gives-speech-addressing-europe-russia-on-march-26/2014/03/26/07ae80ae-b503-11e3-b899-
20667de76985_story.html

Germany's Russian energy dilemma. (2014, 29 March). DM. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.dw.de/germanys-russian-energy-dilemma/a-17529685

326


http://eeas.europa.eu/ukraine/pdf/5_ua_title_iv_trade_and_trade-related_matters_en.pdf

Gnedina E. & Sleptsova E. (2012). Eschewing Choice: Ukraine’s Strategy on Russia and the EU. CEPS Working
Document No. 360. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://www.ceps.eu/publications/eschewing-choice-
ukraine%E2%80%99s-strategy-russia-and-eu

Goble, Paul, Putin's shell game with Crimea intended to cut importance and costs of the anschluss. (2016, 30
July). Euromeidan Press. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://euromaidanpress.com/2016/07/30/putins-shell-
game-with-crimea-intended-to-cut-importance-and-costs-of-the-anschluss/#arvibdata

Graef, A. (2015). The Discourse on the Ukrainian Conflict in Russian Media: November 2013-April 2014.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.imre-kertesz-kolleg.uni-jena.de/fileadmin/imre-kertesz-
kolleg/Portal/The_Ukrainian_Crisis/Russia/Graef_Alexander_Russian_discourse_Ukrainian_conflict_25.04.2015
.pdf

Great Russian Word festival. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://mfvrs.org/

Grigoriev, L. Expanding economic reintegration in the former Soviet Union. (2011, 21 March). Valdai
Discussion Club.

Hall, R. (1948). Area Studies: With Special Reference to Their Implications for Research in the Social Sciences
(New York: Committee on World Area Research Program. Social Science Research Council, quoted in V.L.
Rafael (1994). The cultures of area studies in the United States. Social Text, (41), 91-111.

Hansen, F. S. (2015). Framing yourself into a corner: Russia, Crimea, and the minimal action space. European
Security, 24(1), 141-158.

Hartwell, C. A. (2013). A Eurasian (or a Soviet) Union? Consequences of further economic integration in the
Commonwealth of Independent States. Business Horizons, 56(4), 411 - 420.

Human Rights Watch. (2014, November). Rights in Retreat. Abuses in Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/11/17/rights-retreat/abuses-crimea.

Hutchings, S., & Szostek, J. (2015). Dominant Narratives in Russian Political and Media Discourse during the
Ukraine Crisis. Ukraine and Russia: 173 - 185.

Interview of the President of the Russian Federation Dmitri Medvedev. (2008, 30 August). Sochi. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://archive.kremlin.ru/text/appears/2008/08/205991.shtml

Joint Staff Working Document. (2014, 11 August). Information Note to EU business operating and/or investing in
Crimea/Sevastopol. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://eeas.europa.eu/ukraine/pdf/swd_2014_300_f2_joint_staff working_paper_en_v8 pl_776932.pdf

Joint statement by President of the European Council Herman Van Rompuy and President of the European
Commission José Manuel Barroso on Crimea. (2015, 16 March). European Commission Press Releases Database.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/141566.pdf

Joint statement on Crimea by the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, and the President of
the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, 2015.

Karel De Gucht (2011, 20 October). European Commissioner for Trade. EU — Ukraine trade negotiations: a
pathway to prosperity. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-11-
692_en.htm?locale=en

Kaylan, M. (2014). Kremlin values: Putin's strategic conservatism. World Affairs, 177(1): 9 - 17.

Kehl Summit Declaration Issued by the Heads of State and Government participating in the meeting of the North
Atlantic Council in Strasbourg. Kehl, Press Release (2009, 4 April) Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.nato.int/cps/uk/natolive/news_52837.htm

Keohane, R. O. (1986). Theory of World Politics. Neorealism and its Critics. Columbia University Press New
York. 1986.

327



Kerry visits Ukraine bearing roses, $1 billion energy aid as Putin defends troops use. (2014, 4 March). New York
Daily News. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/putin-ukraine-
unconstitutional-coup-yanukovych-legitimate-leader-article-1.1709894

Khalii, I. A. (2016).The process of Transformation in the Modern Crimea. Journal of Siberian Federal
University. Humanities & Social Sciences 4(9): 978 - 985.

Klymenko, A. (2015) Human Rights Abuses in Russian-Occupied Crimea. The Atlantic Council of the United
States and Freedom House. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/CrimeaReport_FINAL.pdf.

Kofman, M., & Rojansky, M. (2015). A closer look at Russia’s 'Hybrid War'. Kennan Cable, 1(7).

Kolodziej, E. A. (1992). What is security and security studies?: Lessons from the cold war. Contemporary
Security Policy, 13(1): 1 - 31.

Kropatcheva, E. (2011). Playing both ends against the middle: Russia's geopolitical energy games with the EU
and Ukraine. Geopolitics, 16(3): 553 - 573.

Kudelia, S. (2014). The house that Yanukovych built. Journal of Democracy, 25(3), 19-34.
Kuzio, T. (2001). Identity and nation-building in Ukraine Defining the ‘Other’. Ethnicities, 1(3), 343-365.

Kuzio, T. (2002). History, memory and nation building in the post-Soviet colonial space. Nationalities
Papers, 30(2), 241-264.

Kuzio, T. (2006). National identity and history writing in Ukraine. Nationalities Papers, 34(4), 407-427.

Kuzio, T. (2010). Nationalism, identity and civil society in Ukraine: Understanding the Orange
Revolution. Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 43(3), 285-296.

Kuzio T. (2012a): Russianization of Ukrainian National Security Policy under Viktor Yanukovych, The Journal
of Slavic Military Studies, 25:4, 558-581.

Kuzio, T. (2012b). Ukraine's relations with the West since the Orange Revolution. European Security, 21(3), 395-
413.

Kuzio, T. (2015a). A new framework for understanding nationalisms in Ukraine: democratic revolutions,
separatism and Russian hybrid war. Geopolitics, History, and International Relations, (1), 30-51.

Kuzio, T. (2015b). Competing Nationalisms, Euromaidan, and the Russian- Ukrainian Conflict. Studies in
Ethnicity and Nationalism, 15(1), 157-169.

Kyiv commemorates 70th anniversary of Crimean Tatar deportation. (2014, 18 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/society/kyiv-commemorates-70th-anniversary-of-
crimean-tatar-deportation/131435/

Kyrgyz Republic and the WTO. Member Information. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/countries_e/kyrgyz_republic_e.htm

Lane, R. (1992). Political Culture Residual Category or General Theory?. Comparative political studies, 25(3):
362 - 387.

Laruelle, M. (2015). Russia as a "Divided Nation," from Compatriots to Crimea: A Contribution to the
Discussion on Nationalism and Foreign Policy. Problems of Post-Communism, 62(2), 88-97.

Law of the Republic of Crimea "On the Election of the President of Crimea", Supreme Council of Crimea. 1993.
(Ukraine). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://sevkrimrus.narod.ru/ZAKON/preziden.htm

Law of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialistic Republic "On the Restoration of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet

Socialistic Republic”, 1991. (Ukrainian SSR) Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.ndkt.org/zakon-pro-
vosstanovlenie-krymskoy-avtonomnoy-sovetskoy-sotsialisticheskoy-respubliki.html

328



Law of Ukraine "On the Abolishment of the Constitution and the State Acts of the Republic of Crimea". 1995.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/92/95-%D0%B2%D1%80

Law of Ukraine "On the Delineation of Powers Between the State Authorities of Ukraine and the Republic of
Crimea". 1992. (Ukraine). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/krym/show/rb0022002-
922test=dCCMfOmM7xBWMY A4EZitvBbh5ZH141ws80msh8le6

Levada Center press release. (2014, 15 September). Erosion of the Mutual Hatred. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.levada.ru/2014/09/16/eroziya-oboyudnoj-nenavisti/

Likhachov, V. (2013, 7 December). 'Bloody Sunday': provocations, Nazis and bandits. In Krovavoye
voskresenye’: provokacii, nazisty i bandity “]. Eurasian Jewish Congress 7. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://eajc.org/pagel8/news42012.html

Lippman T. W. Clinton, Yeltsin Agree on Arms Cuts and NATO. (1997, 22 March). Washington Post Foreign
Service, Page AOL.

Lobell, S. E., Ripsman, N. M., & Taliaferro, J. W. (2009). Neoclassical realism, the state, and foreign policy.
Cambridge University Press.

Lobell, S. E. (2009). Threat assessment, the state, and foreign policy: a neoclassical realist model. In N.M.
Ripsman Neoclassical realism, the state, and foreign policy, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press Ripsman
[et al.] 2009: 42 - 74.

Locatelli, C. (2010). Russian and caspian hydrocarbons: energy supply stakes for the European Union. Europe-
Asia Studies, 62(6), 959-971.

Logvinskiy: Kirim Tatar Siirgiin Giinii devlet diizeyinde anilacak. (2015, 15 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/tr/siyaset/logvinskiy-kirim-tatar-surgun-gunu-devlet-
duzeyinde-anilacak/137545/

Lukin, A. (2014). What the Kremlin Is Thinking: Putin's Vision for Eurasia. Foreign Affairs, 93(4): 85.

Mankoff, J. (2014). Russia's Latest Land Grab: How Putin Won Crimea and Lost Ukraine. Foreign Affairs, 93,
60-68.

Mansfield, E. D., & Snyder, J. (2002). Democratic transitions, institutional strength, and war. International
Organization, 56(02): 297 - 337.

McFaul, M., Sestanovich, S., & Mearsheimer, J. J. (2014). Faulty powers: who started the Ukraine
Crisis. Foreign Affairs, 93, 167.

Mead, W. R. (2014). Return of Geopolitics: The Revenge of the Revisionist Powers, The. Foreign Affairs, 93(3):
69.

Mearsheimer, J. J. (2014). Why the Ukraine crisis is the West's fault: The liberal delusions that provoked
Putin. Foreign Affairs, 93, 77.

Mearsheimer, John (2001). The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. New York: W.W. Norton and Company.

Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people. General Information. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://qtmm.org/%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%89%D0%B0%D1%8F-
%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BE-
%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B6%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B5-
%D0%BA%D1%80%D1%8B%D0%BC%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0%
D1%80%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE-
%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. (2013, 18 February). Foreign Policy Concept of the

Russian Federation. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/official_documents/-
/asset_publisher/CptICkB6BZ29/content/id/122186

329



Minority Rights Group International.(2014, 24 September). Crimean Tatar activist attacked and prevented from
speaking at a UN conference — this continues a pattern of intimidation of Crimean Tatar people. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://minorityrights.org/2014/09/24/crimean-tatar-activist-attacked-and-prevented-from-
speaking-at-a-un-conference-this-continues-a-pattern-of-intimidation-of-crimean-tatar-people/

Motyl, A. J. (2010). The New Political Regime in Ukraine-Toward Sultanism Yanukovych-Style?. Cicero
Foundation Great Debate Paper, (10/06). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.cicerofoundation.org/lectures/Alexander_J_Motyl_THE_NEW_POLITICAL_REGIME_IN_UKRAI
NE.pdf

Mourning meeting in Akmechet district gathers 15 thousand people. (2014, 18 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://gha.com.ua/en/search?t=mourning%20meeting

Mousseau, F. (2014, 12 August). What Do the World Bank and IMF Have to Do With the Ukraine Conflict?.
Inter Press Service. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://ourworld.unu.edu/en/what-do-the-world-bank-and-
imf-have-to-do-with-the-ukraine-conflict

Muratova E. S. (2009). The Crimean Muslims: an Inside View (the Results of the Sociological Survey).
Simferopol: Elinio.

National Endowment for Democracy. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.ned.org/where-we-
work/eurasia/ukraine

NATO - Russia Council. (2002) Rome summit. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.nato.int/docu/comm/2002/0205-rome/rome-eng.pdf

NATO - Russia Council. (2014, 1 April). Statement by NATO Foreign Ministers. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.nato-russia-council.info/en/articles/20140327-announcement/

NATO - Russia Relations: Home. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.natolibguides.info/nato-russia

NATO - Russian Council. About NRC. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.nato-russia-
council.info/en/about/

NATO chief says Russia not meeting international commitments over Ukraine. (2014, 25 June). REUTERS.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-nato-
idUSKBNOFO0UL 20140625

NATO. (2014, 1 April). Statement of the NATO-Ukraine Commission. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_108499.htm

NATO. (2014, 17 March). Statement by the North Atlantic Council on the so-called referendum in Crimea. Press
Release. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/news_108030.htm

NATO. (2015, 13 May). Joint statement of the NATO-Ukraine Commission. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/official_texts_119425.htm

NATO-Russia Council. (Last updated 2016, 15 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/topics_50091.htm

Norberg, J. & Westerlund F. (2014, 7 April) Russia and Ukraine: military-strategic options, and possible risks, for
Moscow. Swedish  Defence Research Agency (FOI). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.iiss.org/en/militarybalanceblog/blogsections/2014-3bea/april-7347/russia-and-ukraine-3b92

Nord Stream. The Pipeline. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://www.nord-stream.com/the-project/pipeline/
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2014, 15 December). Report on the human
rights situation in Ukraine. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/lUA/OHCHR_eighth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf

Official page of the Hizb ut-Tahrir Party in Ukraine. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://hizb.org.ua/

330


http://www.dw.de/nato-russia-not-meeting-international-commitments-in-ukraine/a-17735794
http://www.dw.de/nato-russia-not-meeting-international-commitments-in-ukraine/a-17735794
http://www.dw.de/nato-russia-not-meeting-international-commitments-in-ukraine/a-17735794

Onuch, O. (2015). EuroMaidan protests in Ukraine: Social media versus social networks. Problems of Post-
Communism, 62(4), 217-235.

Parties and Elections in Europe. Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.parties-and-
elections.eu/crimea2.html

Party Russian Unity. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://russ-edin.org/

Paul, A. (2015). Crimea one year after Russian annexation. European Policy Centre.

Personal page of Leonid Grach. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://Igrach.ru/

Petition the Obama administration to Impose personal sanctions on President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych
and Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine members. (2013, 26 November). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://petitions.whitehouse.gov/petition/impose-personal-sanctions-president-ukraine-viktor-yanukovych-and-

cabinet-ministers-ukraine-members/h58Fz30V

Petrov, N. (2016a). Chronology of the Transformation of the Crimean Peninsula into a Russian Region. Russian
Politics & Law, 54(1): 96 - 105.

Petrov, N. (2016b). Crimea: Transforming the Ukrainian Peninsula into a Russian Island. Russian Politics &
Law, 54(1): 74 - 95.

Policy background: Bilateral policy agreements between the EU and Ukraine. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.bilat-ukraina.eu/en/186.php

Popescu, N. (2015). "Hybrid tactics: neither new nor only Russian." EUISS Issue Alert 4 (2015).

Preparations for the World Congress of Crimean Tatars started. (2015, 7 April). Crimean News Agency. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/politics/preparations-for-the-world-congress-of-crimean-tatars-
started/133430/

President of the Russian Federation. (2010, 5 February). The Military Doctrine of the Russian Federation. Art.
8a. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://carnegieendowment.org/files/2010russia_military_doctrine.pdf

Prizel, 1. (1999). The first decade after the collapse of Communism: why did some nations succeed in their
political and economic transformations while others failed?. SAIS Review, 19(2), 1-15.

Protsyk, O. (2004). Ruling with decrees: presidential decree making in Russia and Ukraine. Europe-Asia
Studies, 56(5): 637 - 660.

Putin Says "War Has Started,' Georgia Claims Invasion (Update4). (2008, 8 August). Bloomberg.

Putin Says 'NATO Expansion Is Direct Threat to Russia' (Update2) (2008, April 4). Bloomberg. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from

Putin to the West: Hands off Ukraine. (2014, 26 May). Time. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1900838,00.html

Rasmussen, A.F. (2014, 13 April). De-escalation starts on the ground. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/opinions_109102.htm

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly 2734 (XXV). (1970, 1 December). Declaration on the Strengthening
of International Security, General Assembly of the United Nations. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.un-documents.net/a25r2734.htm

Riabchuk, M. (2012). Ukraine's ‘muddling through’: National identity and postcommunist transition. Communist
and Post-Communist Studies, 45(3), 439-446.

Ripsman N. M.(2009). Neoclassical realism and domestic interest groups. In Lobell [et al.]: 170-193.

331



Ripsman, N. M., Taliaferro, J. W., & Lobell, S. E. (2009). Introduction: Neoclassical Realism, the State, and
Foreign Policy, in N. M Ripsman, J.Taliaferro, & S. E. Lobell (Eds.). Neoclassical Realism, the State, and
Foreign Policy, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 1 - 41.

Roadmap. EU-Russia Energy Cooperation until 2050. (2013). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/2013_03_eu_russia_roadmap_2050_signed.pdf

Roeder, P. G. (1999). Peoples and states after 1989: The political costs of incomplete national revolutions. Slavic
Review, 58(4), 854-882.

Rose, G. (1998). Neoclassical realism and theories of foreign policy. World politics, 51(01): 144 - 172.

Rotaru, V. (2016). Russia’S Post-Crimea Legitimization Discourse And Its Challenges For The Eap
Countries. EURINT, 3, 27-44.

Roth, M. (2007). EU-Ukraine relations after the orange revolution: The role of the new member
states. Perspectives on European Politics and Society, 8(4): 505 - 527.

Russia Launches Fourth Electricity Line To Crimea. (2016, 11 May). Radio Free Europe. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukraine-crimea-fourth-power-line/27728822.html

Russia plays gas card to keep Ukraine in its club. (2011, 8 April). EurActiv. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.euractiv.com/section/europe-s-east/news/russia-plays-gas-card-to-keep-ukraine-in-its-club/

Russia steadfast on Kosovo, says Putin. (2008, 29 April). BETA. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://ww.b92.net/eng/news/politics.php?yyyy=2008&mm=04&dd=29&nav_id=49845

Russia, Turkey Bicker Over the G-Word. (2015, 29 April). The Moscow Times. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://themoscowtimes.com/articles/russia-turkey-bicker-over-the-g-word-46199

Russian Community of Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ruscrimea.ru

Rustow, D. A.(1965). Turkey: the modernity of tradition. In L.W. Pye & S.Verba (Eds.), Political culture and
political development. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 171 - 198.

Ryabchuk, A. (2014). Right revolution? Hopes and perils of the Euromaidan protests in Ukraine. Debatte:
Journal of Contemporary Central and Eastern Europe, 22(1): 127 -134.

Rywkin, M. (2014). Russia: Mythology in the Service of Realpolitik. American Foreign Policy Interests, 36(3),
195-200.

Sabitov, R. (2014). Paradiplomatic aktivity of Tatarstan during Ukrainian crises. Krymskoje istoriczeskoje
obozrienje, (1), 68-76.

Saivetz, C. R. (2012). The ties that bind? Russia’s evolving relations with its neighbors. Communist and Post-
Communist Studies, 45(3), 401-412.

Saluschev, S. (2014). Annexation of Crimea: Causes, Analysis and Global Implications. Global Societies
Journal, 2: 42.

Sambros, Andrey (2015, 19 March). Imitating Chavez: A Year of Nationalization in Crimea. Carnegie Moscow
Center. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=59421

Sambros, Andrey. (2015, 25 November). Crimea Struggles With Ukraine's New Energy "War". Carnegie
Moscow Center. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=62072

Schwartz, B. 1. (1980). Presidential address: Area studies as a critical discipline. The Journal of Asian
Studies, 40(01): 15.

Sebat. Official web page of the organization. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://sebat-crimea.ru/sebat

332



Security Council Fails to Adopt Text Urging Member States Not to Recognize Planned 16 March Referendum in
Ukraine’s Crimea Region. (2014). United Nations Security Council. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.un.org/press/en/2014/sc11319.doc.htm

Sergey Tsekov, personal page at the Federation Council's web-site. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://council.gov.ru/structure/persons/1167/

Shadikhodjaev, S. (2009). Trade integration in the CIS region: a thorny path towards a customs union. Journal of
International Economic Law 12(3): 564.

Shevel, O. (2014, 16 April). The Aftermath of Annexation: Russia and Ukraine Adopt Conflicting Rules for
Changing Citizenship of Crimean Residents (updated). European Union Democracy Observatory on Citizenship.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://eudo-citizenship.eu/news/citizenship-news/1113-the-aftermath-of-
annexation-russia-and-ukraine-adopt-conflicting-rules-for-changing-citizenship-of-crimean-residents

Shevel, O. ECHR to examine legality of automatic extension of Russian citizenship to Crimean residents. (2015,
4 May). European Union Democracy Observatory on Citizenship. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://eudo-
citizenship.eu/news/citizenship-news/1377-echr-to-examine-legality-of-automatic-extension-of-russian-
citizenship-to-crimean-residents

Shevtsova, L. (2014). The Russia Factor. Journal of Democracy, 25(3), 74-82.
Shulman, S. (2005). Ukrainian nation-building under Kuchma. Problems of Post-Communism, 52(5), 32-47.
Snyder, T. (2014). Fascism, Russia, and Ukraine. The New York Review of Books, 20(03).

Solchanyk, R. (1998). The Post-Soviet Transition in Ukraine: Prospects for Stability. In T. Kuzio
(Ed.). Contemporary Ukraine: dynamics of post-Soviet transformation. Armonk and London: M.E. Sharpe.

Soldatov, A. (2016, 21 September). Putin Has Finally Reincarnated the KGB. Foreign Policy. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/09/21/putin-has-finally-reincarnated-the-kgh-mgb-fsb-russia/

Spiritual Administrations of the Muslims of Crimea. Principles of the Spiritual Administrations of the Muslims of
Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gmdi.org/

Spiritual Center of the Muslims of Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://dcmk.org/

Statement by the Spokesperson of High Representative Catherine Ashton on the outcome of the appeal in the case
of Yulia Tymoshenko. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://avrupa.info.tr/resource-centre/eeas-news/eeas-
single-view/article/statement-by-the-spokesperson-of-high-representative-catherine-ashton-on-the-outcome-of-
the-appeal-i.html?cHash=b9455629a79f960f0796b894d6al3adb&print=1

Sterling-Folker, J.(2009) Neoclassical realism and identity: Peril despite profit across the Taiwan Straits. In
Lobell [et al.], 99 - 138.

Sydorchuk, O. (2014). The impact of semi-presidentialism on democratic consolidation in Poland and
Ukraine. Demokratizatsiya, 22(1), 117- 144.

Szostek, J. (2014). The media battles of Ukraine’s EuroMaidan. Digital Icons, 11, 1-19.

Stefan, C. (2015). The Influence of Major Geopolitical Factors on a Region's Tourist Industry and Perception by
Tourists. Case Study: Crimea. Cactus Tourism Journal 12(2): 22 - 32.

Taliaferro, J. W. (2006). State building for future wars: Neoclassical realism and the resource-extractive
state. Security Studies, 15(3), 464-495.

The annual special Direct Line with Vladimir Putin was broadcast live by Channel One, Rossiya-1 and Rossiya-
24 TV channels, and Mayak, Vesti FM and Radio Rossii radio stations. (2014, 17 April). Kremlin.ru. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://eng.kremlin.ru/news/7034.

The full package of the laws adopted against the EuroMaidan. (2014, 21 January).Golos Ukrayiny,No.10.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.golos.com.ua/userfiles/file/210114/210114-u.pdf

333



The official web-page of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://qtmm.org/%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%89%D0%B0%D1%8F-
%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BE-
%D0%BA%D1%83%D1%80%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B5-
%D0%BA%D1%80%D1%8B%D0%BC%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0%
D1%80%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE-
%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0

The South Stream. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.south-stream-transport.com/project/

The U.S. Energy Information Administration. (2012). Ukraine Data. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.eia.gov/countries/country-data.cfm?fips=UP

The U.S. Energy Information Administration. (2012). Ukraine.

The White House Office of the Press Secretary. (2014, 18 September). Remarks by President Obama and
President Poroshenko of Ukraine After Bilateral Meeting. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/09/18/remarks-president-obama-and-president-poroshenko-
ukraine-after-bilateral

Third Line of Energy Bridge to Crimea Completed, Ukraine Is Furious. (2016, 28 February). Fort Russ.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.fort-russ.com/2016/02/third-line-of-energy-bridge-to-crimea.html

Thoburn, H. (2016, 23 March).Ukraine and Turkey's Newly Strengthened Relationship. Atlantic Council.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.hudson.org/research/12338-ukraine-and-turkey-s-newly-
strengthened-relationship

Trenin, D. (2001) Post-Imperium: A Eurasian Story. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

Trenin, D. (2010, 14 May). A New and Modern Foreign Policy The Moscow Times. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/article/a-new-and-modern-foreign-policy/405955.html

Trenin, D. (2010, 2 August). The Modernization of Russia's Foreign Policy. Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://carnegie.ru/publications/?fa=41322

Tsygankov, A. P. (2011). Preserving Influence in a Changing World: Russia's Grand Strategy. Problems of Post-
Communism, 58(2), 28-44.

Turkey announces support on anniversary of Crimean deportation. (2014, 20 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/en/politics/turkey-announces-support-on-anniversary-of-
crimean-deportation/131437/

Turkish delegation visit to Crimea was unofficial: Turkish Foreign Ministry. (2016, 26 November). Daily News.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-delegation-visit-to-crimea-was-not-
official-turkish-foreign-ministry-.aspx?pagel D=238&n1D=106596&NewsCatID=510

U.S. Energy Information Administration. Turkey's Profile. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.eia.gov/countries/cab.cfm?fips=tu

Ukraine crisis: NATO warns Russia against further intervention. (2014, 8 April). BBC News Europe. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-26941799

Ukraine police smash pro-Europe protest, opposition to call strike. (2013, 30 November). REUTERS. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-protest-idUSBRE9AT01Q20131130

Ukraine stood to gain 19 billion euros from EU pact. (2013, 18 December). REUTERS. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://in.reuters.com/article/ukraine-eu-idINL6N0JX4H020131218

Ukraine Suspends Preparations for EU Association Agreement. (2013, 21 November). The Interpreter. Retrieved

February 1, 2017, from http://www.interpretermag.com/ukraine-suspends-preparations-for-eu-association-
agreement/

334



Ukrainian population according to native language. (2001). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://2001.ukrcensus.gov.ua/i/u/cens2001.pdf

UNGA Resolution. (2016, 19 December). Situation of human rights in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and
the city of Sevastopol (Ukraine). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://www.un.org/en/ga/71/resolutions.shtml

United Nations Organization. Charter. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapterl.shtml

United Nations Security Council. Current Members. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/

VCIOM press-release #2672. (2014, September 16). Russia is the Country of Opportunities. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://wciom.ru/index.php?id=236&uid=114977

VCIOM. (2014, August 27). Why Russians Do not Fear Anything. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://snob.ru/profile/27399/blog/80020?v=1468569020

Walker, E. W. (2015). Between East and West: NATO Enlargement and the Geopolitics of the Ukraine Crisis. E-
International Relations. In A. Pikulicka-Wilczewska & R. Sakwa (Eds.) Ukraine and Russia: People, Politics,
Propaganda and Perspectives (pp. 141-54). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.e-ir.info/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/Ukraine-and-Russia-E-IR.pdf

Western-friendly foreign policy report leaked. (2010, May 27). The ISCIP Analyst. An Analytical Review 16(13).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.bu.edu/phpbin/news-cms/news/?dept=732&id=56303

White Stream. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.white-stream.com/

Wilson, A. (1998), Ukraine. In R. Elgie. (Ed.). Semi-presidentialism in Europe. Oxford University Press.
Wilson, Andrew. (2014, 3 March). Ten things you should know about Crimea. European Council on Foreign
Relations. Blog. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from

http://www.ecfr.eu/blog/entry/ten_things_you_should_know_about_crimea

Wohlforth, W. C. (1993). The elusive balance: power and perceptions during the Cold War. Cornell University
Press.

Wolczuk, K. (2001). The moulding of Ukraine: the constitutional politics of state formation. Central European
University Press.

Wolczuk, K. (2009). Implementation without coordination: the impact of EU conditionality on Ukraine under the
European Neighbourhood Policy. Europe-Asia Studies, 61(2): 208.

Yesdauletova, A., & Yesdauletov, A. (2014). The Eurasian Union: dynamics and difficulties of the post-soviet
integration. Trames, 18(1), 3-17.

Yigit, S. (2013a). Eurasian Union= Energy Union?. Middle Eastern Analysis/Ortadogu Analiz, 5(51); Yigit, S.
(2013b). Ukraine: Actively Seeking Energy Security. ORSAM. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.orsam.org.tr/en/showArticle.aspx?1D=2146

Zakaria, F. (1992). Realism and Domestic Politics: A Review Essay. International Security, 17(1): 177 -198.

Zakaria, F. (1999). From wealth to power: The unusual origins of America's world role. Princeton University
Press.

335



RUSSIAN LANGUAGE SOURCES

Abankus, JI. (2015, 8 June). JIeB Abankun: [ToueMy pocCHICKOr0 MUHHCTpPa KypopToB 1 Typu3ma Kpbeima
yBoJmnH B pasrap cezona? Krym.Realii. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ru.krymr.com/a/27059175.html

ABToMaiian cHOBa oOkIBaM B rocTsx y SlHykosuya. Jlopory B Mexxuropse Onokuposanu "tutrymku'" u 'AN.
(2014, 12 January). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/avtomaydan-v-
voskresene-zaedet-v-gosti-v-mezhigore-k-yanukovichu-136489_.html

AKCeHOB B KaHyH J[Hs JeOpTalMy BB 3alpeT Ha MaccoBble akuuu B Kpeimy. (2014, 16 May). Zerkalo Nedeli.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/lUKRAINE/aksenov-v-kanun-dnya-deportacii-krymskih-tatar-vvel-
tabu-na-massovye-akcii-na-poluostrove-145141_.html

AKCEHOB 3asiBHJI O HEBO3MOKHOCTH YKpaumHCKoro Bernanus B Kpeimy. (2015, 24 March). Lenta.ru. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from https://lenta.ru/news/2015/03/24/tvradiocrimea/

AxceHOB Ha3Ball MeHa aenyTatoB ['ocaymsl o Kpeima. (2016, 27 September). Lenta.ru. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from https://lenta.ru/news/2016/09/27/aksenov_deputies/

AxcenoB: Hu y koro Her uerkoro miana aeiicrsuii. (2014, 22 September). Kommersant.ru. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://kommersant.ru/doc/2569810

AKCEHOB: MPU3HAHUE KYPYJITas U MepKIMca OyIeT MPOUCXOAUTh B COOTBETCTBUH C 3akoHamu P®. (2014,
18 May). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://special.itar-tass.com/politika/1195014

Annpees, A. (1997). Ucmopua Kpvima: kpamxoe onucanue npoutnozco Kpvimckozo nonyocmposéa. N3a-Bo
MesxpernoHaJIbHBIN IEHTP OTpacieBoii nHpopMaTuku ['ocatomHan3opa Poccum.

Annponosa, 1. @. (2001). ApxuBHbBIE JOKYMEHTHI O KPBIMCKOH 3eMeNIbHOH pedopme koHma 1920-x
ronoB. Kynemypa napoooe Ipuuepnomopws. (17): 107-110.

Aptyp Mutep: Mockans yuren. B Kpeimy 3aunctka? (2007, 22 January). Maidan.org. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://maidan.org.ua/static/krymmai/1169476622.html

Bapanos, A. B. (2013). [Tomutuzamnus ucnama B coBpeMeHHOM KpriMy: KOH(QIHKTONOTHYECKUH aciekT. Bracmy,
4,196 - 200

Bapanosa, A. H. (2011). OcobeHHOCTH pEeNTUTrHO3HOM CUTYalllH M MEeKKOH(ECCHOHABHBIX OTHOIIEHHH B AP
Kpemm. Vuenvie 3anucku Taspuueckoeo nayuonanvruoeo ynugepcumema um. B.U. Bepnaockozo. Cepus
"®unocogus. .Kynemyponozus Ionumonocus. Coyuonozus." 24(63), 3-4: 217 - 223.

bapu Ypxkocra, P. (2016, 28 August). AHHekcupoBaHHBIi KpbIM Kak BOGHHO-CTpaTerndeckui mianiapm Poccun.
Xeunsn. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://hvylya.net/analytics/geopolitics/anneksirovannyiy-kryim-kak-
voenno-strategicheskiy-platsdarm-rossii.html

bapu Ypkocra, P. (2016, 10 May). KpbiM Kak SKcIiepuMeHTalbHast UIOIIAIKa HOBOTO PYCCKOTO TOTAIUTapH3MA.
Xeuns. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://hvylya.net/analytics/politics/kak-konspirologiya-kremlya-
prevratila-kryim-v-eksperimentalnuyu-ploshhadku-novogo-totalitarizma.html

bexupos C., & bexuposa 3. (2009). PazuTre HallMOHAIBHOTO ABUXEHUS KPBIMCKHX TaTap B Hauaye XX Beka.
IIpobremu cyuachoi nedazo2iunoi oceimu: nedoazocika i ncuxonozis 21(5).

Benuuep, H. Kpoivckue tataper u Bei06opsi-2002 B Yipaune. CA&CC Press. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.ca-c.org/journal/2002/journal_rus/cac-04/16.beliru.shtml

Benornazos P. H. (2016). HopmatuBHO-TIpaBoBast 6a3a (GyHKIIMOHHPOBAHHS MYCYJIbEMAaHCKUAX
koH(peccronanbHbIX Ko B Kpeimckoit ACCP B 1920-¢ roabt. Jocmuoicenus nayku u oopasosanus 5(6): 28-32.

bepaunckux, 1. B. (2006). Henopraruu HapogoB CCCP B roas! Benukoit OTeuecTBeHHOM BOWHBI. Becmuux
Bsimckozo 2ocyoapcmeennozo eymanumapnoeo ynugepcumema, (15): 139 - 142.

336



Bopko, 10.A. (2015). Otnomenus Poccun ¢ Yipannoii u EC B Kontekcre Cormnamenust 06 Accounanuu.

Espounmezpayus Yxpaunsi: nepcnexmugsot, nocredcmeus u nonumuxa Poccuu. Joxnader Mncmumyma Eeponot
(317): 18 - 27.

Bposka, 10. I1. (2014). Meswcoynapoono-npasosvie u KOHCMUMYyUOHHO-NPABO8ble OCHO8aHUA hepedayu 6 1954 2.
Kpwimckoii obnacmu uz PCOCP ¢ Yrpaunckyio CCP (Doctoral dissertation, M3a. nentp BI'Y): 99 - 100.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://elib.bsu.by/bitstream/123456789/107707/1/brovka2_BMW_2014.pdf

Bproccenb moaTBepskaaeT HHPpopManuio 06 orMene Bu3uTa SHykosuda. (2011, 18 October). Korrespondent.net.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/1273427 -bryussel-podtverzhdaet-
informaciyu-ob-otmene-vizita-yanukovicha

Bytkesny, C. A., & Konomnéa, A. A. (2015). Pactipoctpanenne sxctpemnsma B Pecyoimke KpeiM: mpo6iaemMsl
MPOTHUBOCHCTBHS M MYTH WX pelieHust. Becmuux Kazanckozo opuduueckozo uncmumyma MBJ] Poccuu, (1
(19)), 76 - 83.

B aBroHOMHEH co31aHa BeekpeiMckast ykpanHckas pana. (2014, 2 March). Gordon.ua. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://gordonua.com/news/society/a-avtonomii-sozdana-vsekrymskaya-ukrainskaya-rada-12394.html

B Baxuuncapae KppIMCKHE TaTapbl OISATh TPeOYIOT yOparh phIHOK ¢ Kianouia. (2006, 7 July). Aeenmcemeo
"Kpwimckue Hosocmu". Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/ru/obschestvo/v-bahchisarae-
krimskie-tatari-opyat-trebuyut-ubrat-rinok-s-kladbischa/1627/

B Kepuu 3axatmnu 3aBox «3amu»? (2014, 25 August). Kerch.FM. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://kerch.fm/2014/08/25/v-kerchi-zahvatili-zavod-zaliv.html

B Kuee cocraBmin nepeyeHb POCCHUCKUX TOBAPOB, KOTOPHIE MOTYT OOJIOKHUTDH JTOMIOJHUTENHHOMN MOIIIHHOM.
(2014, 6 October). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/ECONOMICS/v-kieve-
sostavili-perechen-rossiyskih-tovarov-kotorye-mogut-oblozhit-dopolnitelnoy-poshlinoy-155194_.html

B Kpbim nipubbiia neneramust u3 Typiwu. (2016, 23 November). Poccuiickas Fazema. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from https://rg.ru/2016/11/23/reg-ufo/v-krym-pribyla-delegaciia-iz-turcii.html

B KpbiM npuexai nepsblii ipe3uaedt apronomun Memikos. (2014, 12 March). UNIAN. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.unian.net/politics/895721-v-kryim-priehal-pervyiy-prezident-avtonomii-meshkov.html

B KpsiM niposeayt otBetBienune ot "FOsxkuoro motoka". (2014, 16 June). PAK. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.rbc.ru/economics/16/06/2014/57041e539a794760d3d3f5cc

B kprIMCKOM mapiaMeHTe pa3bsICHWIN CYTh BOIIPOCa, BEIHECEHHOTO Ha pedeperaym. (2014, 28 February).
Hosocmu Kpuima. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/2/28/v-krymskom-
parlamente-razyasnili-sut-voprosa-vynesennogo-na-referendum-6070/

B Kpoimy 3azepxaid ABOMX YKPaWHCKAX aKTHBHCTOB W TOJbcKoro skypramucra. (2015, 14 March).
TSN. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ru.tsn.ua/ukrayina/v-krymu-zaderzhali-dvuh-ukrainskih-aktivistov-
i-polskogo-zhurnalista-415608.html

B KpbiMy 3a1eprxain JBOMX YKpPAaMHCKHX aKTHBUCTOB U MOJIBCKOTO XKypHaiucra. (2015, 14 March).

B Kpeimy 3ampernnu mokassiBath 1o TB [IxemmneBa u apyrux wieHoB Memxiuca. (2014, 21 April).
Korrespondent.net.  Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/3352547-v-
krymu-zapretyly-pokazyvat-po-tv-dzhemyleva-y-druhykh-chlenov-medzhlysa

B KpbiMy ncTek Cpok momaud 3asBieHHid 00 oTkaze or rpaxkmaHcta P®. (2014, 22 April). INTERFAX.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.interfax.ru/russia/373136

B KpbiMy MOTrmibl pa3pymialoT Ha MOYBE MEKHAMHOHANBHOH posuu. (2009, 9 June). Hosocmu Kpwima -
KpbLMCKast cnyaicoa Hogocmell. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2009/6/19/1245406500/

B KpbiMy HalMOHATH3UPOBAIX ra30ByIo ceTh pecyonuku, RIA Novosti, 19 August, 2014

337



B KpeiMy Hauasu Bemjanue poccuiickue tenekanansl. (2014, 9 March). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1033291

B Kpeimy HewmsBecTHble moxuTiin cBsimenanka YI'KI[ u 15 npuxosxkan. (2014, 3 September). NB News.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://nbnews.com.ua/ru/news/131000/

B KpbiMy 00bsiBrIM BEIXOAHOH, MOTHIIEB HIET Ha IeperoBopsI ¢ Teppopuctamu. (2014, 27 February). UNIAN.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.unian.net/politics/890436-v-kryimu-obyyavili-vyihodnoy-
mogilev-idet-na-peregovoryi-s-terroristami.htmi

B Kpoimy ocranoBiena pabota tenekanana ATR. (2015, 1 April). I'onoc Amepuxu. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.golos-ameriki.ru/a/ukraine-crimea-atr/2702728.html

B KpbIMy mo/iBelTi OKOHYATEIbHbIE HTOTH BHIOOPOB: modeauia "Exunas Poccus". (2016, 19 September).
REGNUM. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2182105.html

B KpbsiMy mojipanick KpbIMCKUe TaTapsl 1 pycckue. (2004, 24 March). Podrobnosti.ua. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://podrobnosti.ua/109602-v-krymu-podralis-krymskie-tatary-i-russkie.html

B KpbiMy npoBoasT maccoBbie oObickH KpbhiMckux Tatap. (2015, 2 April). Ukrayins'ka Pravda. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2015/04/2/7063464/

B Kpeimy co3znanu "YkpauHckuii KynsTypHBbIil nentp”. (2015, 8 May). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://zn.ua/CULTURE/v-krymu-sozdali-ukrainskiy-kulturnyy-centr-175390_.html

B KpbiMy co3aaHo pernonanbHoe otaenenne "Enunoit Poccun”. (2014, 7 April). TBI]. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.tvc.ru/news/show/id/36398

B nmpennsepun npesunenTckoit kamnanuu-2015 omurapxu "cnamu" tenekanansl Cembe. (2013, 28 December).
Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/POLITICS/v-preddverii-prezidentskoy-kampanii-
2015-oligarhi-sdali-telekanaly-seme-135976_.html

B Cesacromnone "Pycckuii 6510k" hopMupyer oTpsiibl caMOOOOPOHEI, IO TOPOJIOM - IIPOTHBOTAHKOBEIE "exH"".
(2014, 23 February). Vkpaunckas Ipasoa. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/02/23/7016000/

B Cesacromnone 95,6% nporoiaocoBaBIInX BbICKa3anuch 3a BerymuieHne Kpeiva B PD. (2014, 17 March). TASS.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1052517

B CeBacrornone n3 xpama MOXHTHJIN IPEKO-KAaTOIMYIECKOro cesiienHuka. (2014, 15 March). VHHAH. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from  http://www.unian.net/politics/896876-v-sevastopole-iz-hrama-pohitili-greko-
katolicheskogo-svyaschennika.html

B Cesacromone ockBepuunn mamstHEK JKeptBam xomokocra. (2014, 22 April). VHHAH. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.unian.net/politics/910196-v-sevastopole-oskvernili-pamyatnik-jertvam-holokosta.html

B Cumdeporone THKBUANPOBAIA TIIABHYIO KPBIMCKOTATapckyio Oubmuoreky. (2014, 19 September). UNIAN.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.unian.net/society/986818-v-simferopole-likvidirovali-glavnuyu-
kryimskotatarskuyu-biblioteku.html

B Cumpepomnone co3naercs OOmecTBeHHOE KPRIMCKO-TaTapckoe Tenesuaenue. (2015, 24 April). Vesti.ru, 24
April, 2015. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=2528884

B TemHOTE Mex NBYX orHeii: moyemy Kpwim octancs Ge3 csera. (2015, 4 December). BBC Pycckas cayacoa.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.bbc.com/russian/business/2015/12/151204 _electricity blockade_crimea_consequences

B Typuuu 3aKpbiBatOT NpOpoCcCHiickyro Deepalnunio KpeIMCcKoTaTapckux obmects. (2015, 6 June). Kpbiv
Peanuu. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ru.krymr.com/a/news/27057191.html

B uentpe Cumdeponost IpOXOAUT MUTHHT 3a pucoeannenue k Pocecun. (2014, 9 March). TASS. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1032682

338



B.U.Jlenun, U.B.Cmanun o nayuonanvrom eonpoce. (2009). Mocksa: OOO "IIpaBma-Ilpecc".

Banenruna Camap (2010, 19 November). TTo6ena nan Kpeimom. Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://gazeta.zn.ua/POLITICS/pobeda_nad_krymom.html

Bemanue ykpanHCKHX TeniekaHanoB B KpbiMy monHoCcThIO TipekpamieHo. (2014, 9 March). Lenta.ru. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from https://lenta.ru/news/2014/03/09/stop/

Buranuit Yeponenko. Beidopst B Kpeimy: kyzaa genucs nzbuparenu? (2016, 20 September). BBC Vrkpauna.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.bbc.com/russian/features-37421234

Bune-mpembep Kpriva: BozaymHoe coodmenne asronomuu ¢ Kuesom Oyzner orpanndero o 17 mapra. (2014, 12
March). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1040367

Buagumup ITytus BHéc obpamienne B Coser @enepanyu. (2014, 1 March). Kremlin.ru. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.kremlin.ru/news/20353

Buractu Kppima noo6eniany npoBecTd HaipoHam3anuo. (2014, 6 March). Lenta.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://lenta.ru/news/2014/03/06/nationalise/

Brnactu Kprima: pa3Butue cutyanuu Ha YKpauHe "co3aeT yrposy Mupy u crabunsHocTr B Kpeimy". (2014, 3
March). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1017492

BomoxpaHmwmia ectecTBEHHOro cToka Kpbima HanosHeHb! Bogoil Ha 72% - ['ockomBomxo3. (2015, 19 May)
Kpvimunghopm. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://crimea-news.com/society/2015/05/19/90324.html

Bosrpun, B. E. (1992). Hemopuueckue cyovbwr kpvimckux mamap. Mocksa: "Mbicip".

BcemupHhblii koHrpece tarap. (2014, 26 February). 3assienne BceMupHOTo KOHrpecca Tatap B CBS3H €
cutyanuei B ABroHoMHo# Pecriyonuke Kpoim Yipanusl. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://tatar-
congress.org/ru/yanalyklar/zayavlenie-vsemirnogo-kongressa-tatar-v-svyazi-s-situatsiey-v-avtonomnoy-
respublike-krym-ukrainy/

Bei6opst 2002: Boiina 3a Kpeim. (2002, 5 March). Korrespondent.net. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/41492-vybory-2002-vojna-za-krym

Tabpuensn, O. A. (2000). Ilorumuueckue npoyeccol 6 Kpvimy. Ilocreonee decamunemue XX 6exa.
Cneyxypc. Cumpeponons: TaBpus.

Tazera "Avdet" cokpatut Tupax, uto0bl pabotath B KpeiMy 6e3 perucrpaumu B Pockomuamzope. (2015, 20
May). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from Kpsim.Peanuu. http://ru.krymr.com/a/news/26944658.html

T'azoBoe cornamenne Tumornenko-ITyruna. Ionnusrii Teker. (2009, 22 January). UNIAN. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.unian.net/politics/183201-gazovoe-soglashenie-timoshenko-putina-polnyiy-tekst.html

T'asmpom. "Sman - Espona". Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.gazprom.ru/about/production/projects/pipelines/active/yamal-evropa/

Tapuesa, JI. I1., & Hukudoposa H. (2012). OcobenHocTH ipaBoBoro ctatryca Pecydmiku Kpeim kak
TeppuTopHanbHOit aBronomun. Ekonomika Kryma, 2(39): 271.

T'enaccam6uies OOH npHHsiIa Pe30NIONHUIO0 B TOIIEPKKY TEPPUTOPUATIEHON HENOCTHOCTH YKpauHsl. (2014,
27 March). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1079720

TI'ocynapcrBennsiii Komurer Cratuctuku Kpbima. ['eorpadudeckas u ToBapHasi CTpyKTypa BHEIIHEH TOPTOBIN
TOBapaMu C OCHOBHBIMH CTpaHAMHU-TIapTHEpaMH 3a stHBapb 2015r.

T'ocynapcreennsiiit Komurer Cratuctuku Kpsiva. ['eorpadudaeckas cTpykTypa BHENTHEH TOPrOBIIM TOBapaMu
Pecnyonuku Kpeim B sitHBape-mapte 2016 roza.

T'mnszos, U. (2000). Kommaboparrornsm Tropko-mycyiasManckux HaponoB CCCP B roxst Bropoit Muposoit
BOWHBI-(popMa nposiBiieHust HannoHanuama?. Ab Imperio, 2000 (1): 166.

339



I'maBa Memxmuca npusBan Tatap 6oiikoTupoBath BEIOOpH B KpbiMy. (2014, 13 September). Vkpainucoxa Ilpasoa.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/09/10/7037318/

I'naBa napnamenta Kprima: nepegada nonyoctpoBa YkpanHe Oblia BOIHUIONICH HeclipaBeATHBOCThIO. (2014, 9
March). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1032750

I'maBe kpbpIMCKO-TaTapckoro Memxkiuca 3anperuiu Bbe3n B Kpeim. (2014, 5 July). PEK. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.rbc.ru/politics/05/07/2014/57041efe9a794760d3d3fcd0

I'naublii paBBuH KpbiMa ObUT BBIHYXICH MOKHHYTh PecryOmuky. (2014, 15 May). Apeymenmor Hedenu.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://an-crimea.ru/page/news/62192

T'oHuapoBa: crpoc Ha YKPaWHCKHH 361K B KPHIMCKHX IIKONax pe3ko magaer. (2014, 9 October). RIA Novosti.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://ria.ru/education/20141009/1027621414.html. Klymenko 2015: 11.

T'ocmomapenko, H. M. (1999). OcoGeHHOCTH KyIBTYPHO-TIOIUTHYECKON pabOThI Cpeay HalMOHAIBHBIX
menbinHCTB Kppiva B 1920-¢ roxst. Kyasmypa napooog [puuepnomopus. 10: 57.

T'occoser Kpeima nagesun noaHomounsmu wieHa C® Poccun Cepres Lekosa. (2014, 20 March). RIA Novosti.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://ria.ru/politics/20140326/1001115381.html

Tocynapcreennoe Yuurapuoe Ipennpusrtie "Kpoimrasceru". O npeonpusmuu. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://crimeagasnet.ru/

Tocynapcrsennsiii Komurer Cratuctuku Kpsiva. [ eoepagpuueckas cmpykmypa enewineii moposiu yeiy2amu
Pecnybnuxu Kpvim 6 anpene-oexabpe 2014 200a. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://gosstat.crimea.ru/2010/operativ/arhukoves-2014.php

T'ocynapcreennsiii Komuter Cratuctuku Kpeima. Hroexcor nompedumensckux yen (mapugos) na mosapul u
yeayeu 6 epynnuposke KHIIL] ¢ gpespane 2015 200a. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://crimea.gks.ru/wps/wcm/connect/rosstat_ts/crimea/resources/c97f688047a025dc8115a5ed3bc4492/%D0%
9A%D0%98%D0%9F%D0%A6+%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C+%D1%
81%D0%B0%D0%B9%D1%82.pdf

TocymapcrBennsiii  Komurer  Crartuctuku — Vkpaunbl. — O6veMbl  9KCROPMA-UMROPMA — MOBAPOE NO
peauonam Yrpaumvl 3a 2013 200. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2013/zd/oet/oet_r/oet1213_r.html

Tocynapcreennsiii Coet Peciyomuku Kpeim. (2014, 9 March). Ilpasumenscmeo Poccuu 3apesepsupogano
nopaoka 40 mapo pybneii Ha NOOOEPAHCKY PA3BUMIUL NPOMBIULIEHHO-9KOHOMUYECKOU uH@dpacmpykmypsl Kpviua.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://crimea.gov.ru/news/09_03_14 2

Tocynapcrennblii Coser Pecny6uuku Kpeim. CoCraB genyrarckux dpaxuuii. (2014, 14 December). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://crimea.gov.ru/content/uploads/files/sostav-fr-ru.pdf

I'paknanckuit aktus KpbiMa npoBen aHTUMApoBckuid MuTHHT. (2009, 16 April). QHA, Acenmcmso "Kpvimckue
nosocmu". Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/ru/photo/grajdanskii-aktiv-krima-provel-
antimerovskii-miting-17/1958/

Ipaxnanckuit aktuB Kpeima. Oduuunaneueiii  Gror. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gak-
crimea.livejournal.com/

T'puropsn, A. (2014). OcobeHHOCTH 3BOIIOIMN KPHIMCKOW OJTUTHYECKOH AIUTH B HOBOM
TeICSTUeeTHH. Kynvmypa Hapooos [puuepromopws, 274, 16 - 19

T'punierxo, Anatonuii IlaBnoBuu, BeBumii ryGepratop Xepconckoit obmactu. Lenta.ru Apxus. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from https://lenta.ru/lib/14164085/

I"'pomos, C. E. (1997). K Bonpocy 0 AeATenbHOCTH KPhIMCKOTATapCKOM HAIllMOHAIbHON MapTuu Mmnu-®Oupka
(1917-1920 rr.). Kynemypa napooos Ipuuepromopws. (1): 109 - 110.

Jexnaparus o HezaBucuMocTd ABToHOMHOM Pecy6muku Kpeim u . CeBacromnons. (2014, 11 March). Qirim.ru.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.grim.ru/about/docs/Independence_Declaration

340



Jeneranust KppIMCKUX Tatap noceTuna napiameHt Tarapcrana. (2014, 28 April). Hosocmu I'ocydapemeennozo
Cosema. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.gossov.tatarstan.ru/news/show/2524?print=1

Hementses, H. E., & Aunponosa, U. @. (2000). O TeopeTHUECKUX U MPAKTUIECKUX MPEANOCHIIKaX 00pa3oBaHus
Kpoimckoit ACCP. Kynemypa napooos [puueprnomopows. (15): 60-64.

Jenytatsl ropcoBeTa CeBacTONOIS IPOTOIOCOBAIHN 332 HEOAIMHEHNE KHEeBCKUM BiacTsaM. (2014, 1 March).
TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1014091

Jenymamur I'ocyoapcmeennoco Cogeema Kpwvima. [lenymamuvl Bepxoenoeo Cosema Kpvima 3-20 coswisa.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://politika-crimea.ru/state-sovet-kryma/deputat/18-deputaty-3

HepxxaBuuii Komiter Cratuctuku. I eozpagiuna cmpykmypa 308HiwHb0i mopeiéni nociyeamu AmonomHoi
Pecnybnixu Kpum 3a 2013 pix. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://gosstat.crimea.ru/2010/operativ/ukovesarh2013.php

Hepkau, A. (2016, 3 February). Kpeivckuii My¢Tust: ckope MepTB, 4eM uB.. Kpim.Peamwuu. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://ru.krymr.com/a/27530185.html

Jorosop Mexay Poccuiickoii denepanueii u Pecyomukoit Kpeim o npussaTin B Poccuiickyro denepanuto
Pecnyonku Kpbim 1 o6pa3oBanmu B coctaBe Poccuiickoit @enepariin HOBBIX cyobekToB. (2014, 18 March).
Kremlin.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.kremlin.ru/news/20605

JIOTOBOp O COTPYIHHYECTBE MEIKIINCA KPHIMCKO-TATAPCKOT0 HAapO/a M MEXK/YHApOIAHOTO COr3a 00UIECTBEHHBIX
o0beuHeHni «BeeMupHsIil KoHrpece Tatap» Ha 2014 - 2018 rogpr. (2014, 26 May). BM3HEC Online. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from https://www.business-gazeta.ru/article/105210.

HoroBop o TamoxeHHOM coro3e U EnuHom skoHomudeckoM mpoctpanctse. (Singed on 1999, 26 February), as
amended on 2014, 10 October. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_31914/

Jloroeop crpan CHI' "O co3nannn JxoHomuueckoro corosa”. (1993, 24 August). Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_5465/

Tocryn Boxsl B Kpbim npekpamén. (2014, 26 April). Lenta.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://lenta.ru/news/2014/04/26/water/

Hromuues, B. I1. (1998). Pacckaszwr no ucmopuu Kpvima. "busnec-undopm”.
Epasuiickuii bank Passurus. O banxe. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.eabr.org/r/about/

EBpasniickoe DxoHOMIUECcKOe coobmiecTBo. (2006, 25 June). [Iporokon 06 MuTerpammm Opranusannn
"entpanpHo-A3uarckoe CorpyaaudectBo" B EBpasuiickoe Dxonomudeckoe CoobmiectBo. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.lex.uz/pages/GetAct.aspx?lact_id=1332015

EBpasuiickoe DxoHOMH4eckoe coobimectBo. (2010, 10 October). ToroBop 06 yupexxnenun. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.evrazes.com/docs/view/3

EBpasuiickoe DxoHomudeckoe CooodmectBo. Basic Documents Collection. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.evrazes.com/en/about/

EBpomaiiia BBICTOSIT HOUb: "Bepkyt" melTancs pasorsars MuTHHTYOIMX. (2013, 25 November). Zerkalo
Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/evromaydan-vystoyal-noch-133548_.html

2}

EBpomaiian: "HecmnBaeMblii" packosl MeKay BiacTeio u obmectBoM. (2013, 31 January). ZerkaloNedeli.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gazeta.zn.ua/socium/evromaydan-nesshivaemyy-raskol-mezhdu-vlastyu-
i-obschestvom-_.html

EC He npusHaer BbiaHHbIe B KpbIMy poccuiickue 3arpaHnacrnopra u oTmpasisier 3a Busamu B Kues. (2014, 24

October). UNIAN. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.unian.net/politics/1000288-es-ne-priznaet-
vyidannyie-v-kryimu-rossiyskie-zagranpasporta-i-otpravlyaet-za-vizami-v-kiev.html

341



XKurenu KpsiMa Ha KyXHSX TOBOPAT O BO3BpalleHUH moiyoctpoBa Ykpaude. (2014, 10 June). Obospesament.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://obozrevatel.com/crime/05914-zhiteli-kryima-na-kuhnyah-govoryat-o-
vozvraschenii-poluostrova-ukraine.htm

Kyxos, K. A. (2009). HekoTopble y3710BbIe MOMEHTHI PyCCKO-TypeLKUX OTHOUIeHUH B KoHIe X VII-Hagane XX
BB. Becmunux Canxm-Ilemepbypzckozo ynusepcumema. Cepus 13. Bocmokosedenue. Agppuxanucmuxa, (2): 10 -
22.

3arpa Pedar UyOapoB craHerT HapoaHbM jaemytatoM Ykpauubl (2015, 14 May). Crimean News Agency.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/ru/politika/chubarov-prinyal-prisyagu-narodnogo-deputata-
ukraini/145045/

3akoH "O Cosere Munuctpo APK" sBisieTca ouepesHbIM IIAaroM IO YKPEIUICHUIO aBTOHOMHMU, - B. JlxkapTsl.
(2011, 16 June). Ukrinform. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.ukrinform.ru/rubric-lastnews/1207220-
zakon_o_sovete_ministrov_ark_yavlyaetsya_ocherednim_shagom_po_ukrepleniyu_avtonomii___v_dgarti_1063
527.html

3akoH PCOCP "O6 ynpaznuennn Yeueno-Murymckoit ACCP u o npeo6pazoannn Kpsmvckoit ACCP B
Kpemmckyto obmacts” (1946, 25 June). (PCOCP). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://ru.wikisource.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B0:S
bornik_zakonov_1938-1956.djvu/79

3akon P® "O HexenarenbHbIbIX opraHmzaumsx”. (2015, 19 May). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/VView/0001201505230001?index=0&rangeSize=1

3akoH Ykpaunsl "O CoBete MuUHHCTPOB ABTOHOMHOH Pecmry6muiku Kpemm" 2011.

3akoH Ykpaunsl Ne 1636-VII "O cozganun cBo60aHOI s5K0OHOMIUYecKor 30HHI "KpriM" 11 006 0cOOEHHOCTSIX
OCYIIECTBIICHHUsI 5)KOHOMUYECKOM JEATEILHOCTH Ha BPEMEHHO OKKYIIUPOBAHHOM Tepputopur Ykpauusr". (2014,
12 August). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://search.ligazakon.ua/I_doc2.nsf/link1/T141636.html.

3akoH Ykpaunsl Ne1223-VII "O BoccTaHOBIEHHH MPaB JIUII, JETIOPTHPOBAHHBIX MO HAIMOHAJIBHOMY MPU3HAKY".
(2014, 17 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://base.spinform.ru/show_doc.fwx?rgn=67525

3akon Ykpaunsl Ne3530-VI "O Cosere munuctpoB ABronomuoii Pecniybiuku Kpeim" (2011, 16 June). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://base.spinform.ru/show_doc.fwx?rgn=45811

3akoH Ykpanbl Ne3530-VI "O Cosete MunuctpoB ApronomHuoii Pecriy6ommku Kpeim". (2011, 17 June).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://base.spinform.ru/show_doc.fwx?rgn=45811

3amectutens mydrus Kpsima pacckazan wienam OBCE o curyanmu B Kpeimy. (2016, 27 September). IJPO
Hyxoenoe Vnpaenenue Mycynoman Kpvima u 2. Cesacmonons. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://gmdi.org/index.php/ru/glavnye-novosti/2874-zamestitel-muftiya-kryma-rasskazal-chlenam-obse-o-situatsii-
v-krymu

3aynounas, C. A. (2006). [TomuTHKONPaBOBEIE PEANIOCHUIKH co3nanus Kppimckoit ABToHOMIH B 1921
T. Yuenvie 3anucku, Tagpuuecko2o HayuonanvHoz2o yrusepcumema um. B. U. Bepnadckoeo, Cepus
«FOpuouueckue naykuy. 19(58-2), 276-287.

3Be3na u monuTHuecKas «cMepTh» FOpus Memkosa? (1995, 3 February). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://gazeta.zn.ua/POLITICS/zvezda_i_politicheskaya_smert_yuriya_meshkova.html

3nanne Memxiuca B Cumdeporose 3a010KUpOBaIK CyAeOHbIC TPUCTABBI.
(2014, 18 September). ZN. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/lUKRAINE/zdanie-medzhlisa-v-
simferopole-zablokirovali-sudebnye-pristavy-153574_.html

3emenbHas BoiHa B Kpeimy: B Cumdeponone mnoapanuchk Tatapbl W 3actpoimuku. (2007, 1 November).
Koppecnonoenm.net.  Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/events/214630-
zemelnaya-vojna-v-krymu-v-simferopole-podralis-tatary-i-zastrojshchiki

3emenbHbIi KOHQIUKT Ha Aidi-Ilerpu. (2007, 7 November). Hosocmu Kpwima - kpuimckas cuyscoa nogocme.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://news.allcrimea.net/photo/1194433629/

342



3mep3insiid, b. B. (2006). M3nanue palloHHBIX Ta3eT Ha KPHIMCKOTAaTapCKOM s3bIke B KppIMcKoi
ACCP. Kynemypa napooog Ipuueprnomopos, 81: 88 -90.

W3 kpeiMckoi [TapTru peroHOB BhINLIH Juaepsl Pycckoit o6muusl. (2009, 16 September). Lenta.ru. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from https://lenta.ru/news/2009/09/16/crimea/

WudopmarmonHo - npaBoBoii moptan I"apanT.py. Ilepexoo Pecnybnuxu Kpvim noo opucouxyuio Poccuiickoil
@edepayuu. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.garant.ru/actual/krym/

HUcropus pedeperymon B Kpeimy. Tocke. (2014, 13 mapra). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1043447

Kaszapum, I1. (2015, 20 May). [Touemy MocKBa He MOKET TOTOBOPUTHCS C KPBIMCKMMH Tatapamu. Carnegie
Moscow Center. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=60137

Kazapum, I1. (2015, 4 August). Tatapckas pecriyonuka Kpeim: 3auem Kues npusHaeT noayocTpoB aBTOHOMHUEH
kpbiMckux Tatap. Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=60943

Kazapum, I1. (2015,16 March). Kopcyss B miu¢pax. Uro nmomensiiocs B Kpeimy 3a rox B cocraBe Poccun.
Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=59383

Kamnoepos, C. A. (1998). O nepecenennu rpekoB B [IpnazoBbe 1 OCHOBaHHH I'PEYECKUX HACEJICHHBIX TYHKTOB.
Kanoepos. Mamepuanust no ucmopuu u kynomype epexoe Ykpaunwt, (1), 5-54.

Karonmmkam CeBacromonsi pemmnyd He Bo3Bpamars kocten CB. Kmumenta, kotopsiid Bo BpemeHa CCCP Obin
nepenenad B kuHotearp «Jpyx6a». (2015, 23 December). SEVKOR.RU. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://sevkor.ru/katolikam-sevastopolya-reshili-ne-vozvrashhat-kostel-sv-klimenta-kotoryj-vo-vremena-sssr-byl-
peredelan-v-kinoteatr-druzhba/

Karynun, 0. A. (2013). XpuctuancTBo B McTOpHH U KyisType HaponoB Kpeiva [-XVIII Bekax. Yuenvie 3anucku
Taspuyeckoeo HayuonanbHo2o ynusepcumema um. B.U. Bepnaodckozo Cepus « Qunocogus. Kynemyponozus.
Honumonoeus. Coyuonoeusy. 24 (65-3), 130-141.

Kaunumackwuit, P. (1998). Tarapsl BHOBb 3aBoeBbIBalOT KpbiM. JKypran Becmuux online 14(195). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.vestnik.com/issues/98/0707/win/kashlin2.htm

Kamenko, C. I'. (2006). Beicenenue xpuctuan u3z Kpsimckoro Xancrsa B Poccuto B 1778 1. Vuenvie 3anucku,
Taspuyeckoeo HayuonanbHo2o yHusepcumema um. B. U. Bepnaockoeo. Cepusi FOpuouueckue nayxuy. 19(58-2):
33.

Kembaer .M. (2011). O TamoxenHnoM coro3e benapycu, Kazaxcrana u Poccun (mpoGneMbl U MEpCHEKTHUBBI
3apoxaaronierocst EBpasuiickoro corosa). FOpucm. (1): 12.

Kues 3amperun co cieayromeil Hefenu BBO3 Ha YkpauHy mpoaykroB u3 Kpeima. (2014, October 10). RIA-
Novosti. Crimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://crimea.ria.ru/news/20141010/1027804431.html

"KueBcrap" mpekparin mpeocraBieHde yciayr cBs3u B KpbiMy m3-3a 3axBata oduca xommanmu. (2014, 11
August). Gordon.ua. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gordonua.com/news/society/kievstar-prekratil-
predostavlenie-uslug-svyazi-v-krymu-iz-za-zahvata-ofisa-kompanii-35914.html

Kucenés, C. H., & Kucenéra, H. B. (2004). 'eononuruueckue actiekTsl uctopun Kpeiva. Yuensie sanucku THY,
cepus «Ieocpagpus, 17(56): 74 - 81.

Kucenéea H. (2008). TloTeHiman MexdTHHYECKOTO KOH(IMKTa B KpbhiMy: colMoOrHYecKas OICHKA.
Omuuynocms U 61ACMb:  PESUOHANbHBIE, HAYUOHANbHBIE U  2100anbHble  npoekmol. Mamepuanvt  VII
MedcoyHapoonozo cemunapa 15-17 maa 2008 2., e. Anma. CeBacronons: 9KOCH — I'mapodusuka.

Kucenesa, H. B. (2012). Counosoriuueckoe H3MepeHHe yrpo3sl MexxITHHYecKoro koudimkra B Kpeimy. Hayuno-
npakmuyecKuli OUCKYCCUOHHO-aHarumuyeckutl coopnux «Bonpocul pazeumus Kpeimay, 6, 139 - 145,

Koamuuust pycckux opranusauuii B Kpeimy pacimpsiercst. (2009, 12 December). Zarusskiy.Org — Hosocmu
Manopoccuu (Yrpaunot). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://molodie.org/content/russkie_kryma_obedinilis

343



Kosznos, K. Ykpauna meiraetest yerpouts B Kpeimy 3acyxy. (2014, 25 April). Komcomonscrasn Ipasda. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.kp.ru/daily/26224/3107352/

Konecuukos, Auzpeii. (2015, 29 November). Vkpauna norepsiia Kpeim. Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://carnegie.ru/2015/11/25/ru-pub-62096

KosnuecTBo rpaxkaaH, BbIE3KAIONIMX 32 PYOeK Ha 3apaboTkH, yMeHbIHIoch. (2013, 29 May). Zerkalo Nedeli.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/Kolichestvo-grazhdan-vyezzhayuschih-za-rubezh-na-
zarabotki-umenshilos-123031_.html

Konppariok I'. H. (2010). Kopenuzanust B npombimuieaHoCcTH KphiMckoit ACCP kak 0J1HO W3 HampapiIcHUI
HarmoHaneHOU momTukd (20—30'e ronsr XX Beka). Haykosi npayi icmopuunozo ¢paxynomemy3anopizpkoeo
HayioHanbHo2o yHisepcumemy, 29, 165 - 171.

Kongpariok, I'. H. (2011). KppIMckue TaTaphl B YCIOBHSX HOJIUTHKH KOPEHU3ANH MEXBOESHHOTO Teproaa (20-
30-¢ roapr XX Beka). Kynomypa napooos IIpuuepromopus, 199(1), 30-34.

Koncrutynuonnsiit Cyn P®. (2014, 18 March). Koncturyrmonssiii Cyn P® nposeput Mex1yHapOIHBII
noroBop o npuHATHH B Poccuiickyto denepanuro Pecydniku Kpeim Ha cootBercTBre Koncturynuu PO
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.ksrf.ru/ru/News/Pages/Viewltem.aspx?Paramld=3160

Kopaeesa, E. A. (2014). ®akTopbl U TUHAMHUKA Pa3BUTUS COBPEMEHHOT'O 3THOMOIUTHYECKOTO KOH(INKTA B
AsroHoMHO#T PecniyOinke Kpeim. Cospemennvle npodiemsl Hayku u oopazosanus, (3).

Kopmrynosa, H. (2003). Bocrounsrit Bektop reononmtuku Exatepunst I11: "I'pedeckuii mpoekt". Becmuux
Yensbunckozo ynusepcumema. Cep. 10, Bocmokosedenue. Espasuticmeo. 'eonoiumuxa, (1), 62-68.

Kpamusenues, M. (2014). Hcemopus mpancgopmayuu norumuro-npasosozo cmamyca Kpviva ¢ 1917 - 1921
2ooax. (Doctoral Dissertation, denepanbHOE TOCYIapCTBEHHOE OFOKETHOE YUPEKICHUE BBICIIIETO 00pa30BaHuUs
"MockoBckuil rocyjapcTBeHHbI yHuBepcuteT uMeHd M.B. JlomonocoBa", ®umuan MI'Y B ropone
Cesacromoue). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.hist.msu.ru/Science/Disser/Krapivencev_a.pdf.

Kpacuononsckas. B. (2015, 30 January). B o6e3Boxxennom KpeiMy Ha/ieroTcsi Ha MUHIIPHPOABI H HEOECHYIO
kaHuessipuio. PUA « @edepan Ipeccy. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://pda.fedpress.ru/news/society/reviews/1422605598-v-obezvozhennom-krymu-nadeyutsya-na-minprirody-i-
nebesnuyu-kantselyariyu

Kpewmnes, I1. I1. (2004). K ncropuu Bormpoca o rocyjapcTBeHHoi npuHaiexHoctu Kpeiva. Mockosckuil
JrcypHan mexwcoynapoonozo npasa, (4): 203 - 213.

Kprmm ObL1, €cTh 1 0OcTaHeTCA TeppuTopreil YKpanHsl. B HOBOM J0roBope Ha IOCTaBKY AJIEKTPOIHEPTUU OyaeT
OTpaKeHa Ta ke mo3unus, - Jemunmmd. (2015, 9 December). Lienzop.Het. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://censor.net.ua/news/364414/krym_byl_est_i_ostanetsya_territorieyi_ukrainy_v_novom_dogovore_na_posta
vku_elektroenergii_budet_otrajena

Kpsivckas razera. Official web-page. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.gazetacrimea.ru/
Kpsivmckas TIpasna. [azera. Official web-page. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://c-pravda.ru/about

Kpsimckre BiacTi 00bsIBUIH O MoadnHeHnn SIHykoBuuy. (2014, 28 February). Lenta.ru. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://lenta.ru/news/2014/02/27 ltruepresident/

Kpoimvckue M3Bectus. Tazera ['ocyapacreennoro Cosera Pecy6nuku Kpemv. Official web-page. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://new.crimiz.ru/

KpbIMckie Tatapsl THIIATCS KBOTHI Ha ydactue B opranax Biactu. (2014, 28 March). KM.ru. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.km.ru/world/2014/03/28/protivostoyanie-na-ukraine-2013-14/735956-krymskie-tatary-
lishatsya-kvoty-na-uchast

KpeiMckue Tatapsl ocBoGoamimn nomenienus Memkiuca u douna "Kpeim". (2014, 22 September). Ukrainian

News. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://112.ua/obshchestvo/v-simferopole-krymskie-tatary-osvobodili-
pomescheniya-medzhlisa-i-fonda-krym-118935.html

344



KpriMckuii mapiaMeHT HpUHSI B MEpBOM 4TeHHH 3aKOH «OO0 oOpasoBanmu B PecmyGmuke Kpeim».(2015, 20
May). REGNUM. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://regnum.ru/news/cultura/1926294.html

KpbIMCKHX "3aI[UTHAKOB MPE3U/IeHTa" 3aCTABISUIN eTh TUMH YKpauHsl. (2014, 21 February). Gigamir.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gigamir.net/news/Kkyiv/regions/pub623223

KpbiMckoe ympapiieHre BOAHOTO X03s1#cTBa i Menuopaiui. KpacHonepekorckuii humman. (2015, 14 April).
Booa ne copacwisanace, a ucnorvsyemcs. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://kuvh.ru/%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B5-
%D1%81%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%8B%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D
1%8C-%D0%B0-
%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B7%D1%83%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%81%
D1%8F/

KpeimCosmuH B Kpbimy x03stuH. [1o 3akony. (2011, 17 June). Milli Firka. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.milli-firka.org/.

KpbiMuaH, HeCoOrnacHbIX ¢ aHHEKCHEil, BBIHYXAarT Oparh Poccuiickoe rpaxmancrso. (2014, 22 September).
Krym.Realii. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ru.krymr.com/a/26600512.html

Kynuupin cran npexacrasureniem [pesunenra B Kpeimy. (2014, 27 February). Hosocmu Kpuima. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/2/27/kunitsyn-stal-predstavitelem-prezidenta-v-
krymu-6033/

JlernH — Kputndeckue 3aMeTKH 10 HalMOHAJIBHOMY Bonpocy Hammcano B okTsi6pe — nexadpe 1913
r.Haneuarano B HOs10pe — nekadpe 1913 r. B xypHane «IIpocBemenne» NeNe 10, 11 u 12. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://transformations.russian-literature.com/node/83

Jlenun, B. (1902). U3 «[Ipoekra [Iporpammer Poccuiickoii connan-aeMokpaTudeckoit paboueit maptumy». Art. 7.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://leninism.su/works/115-conspect/4248-v-i-lenin-o-natsionalnom-voprose-
i-natsionalnoj-politike.html?showall=&start=2

Jlewan, E. (2014, 28 April). Ctpactu no kpeiMckoii Bozie. O6ospiesamens. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://obozrevatel.com/politics/21397-strasti-po-kryimskoj-vode.htm

Jluziepy KphIMCKHX TaTap 3ampeTWiii Bhe3[ Ha moiyocTpoB. (2014, 22 April). Korrespondent.net. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/3352664-lyderu-krymskykh-tatar-zapretyly-
vezd-na-poluostrov

Jlynanoga, M. E. (2008). "I'peueckuii npoekt" Exatepunsl Bemkoit. Hzgecmus Poccutickoeo
20cyoapemeento2o nedazozuueckozo ynusepcumema um. AU I'epyena, (65): 198 -207.

Mapnapuara, U. ne. (2002). Poccus 6 anoxy Examepunvr Benuxoii. Mocksa: HJIO.

Masyka, JI. SI3sikoBas monutuka B Kpeimy: Criekymsituu u peanuuto (2010, 15 March). @rom 2017. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://flot2017.com/item/analitics/20936

Masslnes: 3a Boccoequuenue ¢ P® nporonocosamu 96,77% kpbeIMuaH, y4acTBOBaBILIMX B rojiocoBaHui. (2014,
17 March). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1052196

Manbrus, A. (2000). Kpvivckuii yzen. Ouepku norumuueckou ucmopuu Kpviymckozo nonyocmposa 1989—
1999. Cumdeponons: Hossrit Kpbim.

Maunerus, A. B. (2012). "Pycckuit KpsiM" B mocTopaHkeBoil YKpanuHe: HOBBIE peaii—CTaphle
npobsiemMsl. Hayuno-npaxmuueckuii OUCKYCCUOHHO-aHarumuyeckuti coopnux « Bonpocwi pazeumus Kpvimay, 16,
333 -346

Mauerus, A. B. (2013). IIpucoennnaenne KpeiMa k Poccruu B cBeTe MOTHBOB HMIIEPCKON SKCIIAaHCUH. Mcmopus u
cospemennocmo, 1 (17): 60.

Mamngensmram, FO. U. (Ed.) (1956). Cooprux 3axonoe CCCP u Yxazoe [Ipesuouyma Bepxosnozo Cosema
CCCP, 1938-1958 c2. Mocksa: 'octopuznat: 46. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from

345



https://ru.wikisource.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B0:S
bornik_zakonov_1938-1956.djvu/79

Mannpsika, E. B. (2003). OBomtonus npouecca KOHCTUTYIIHOHHO-TIPABOBBIX HOPM, PErJIaMEHTUPYIOIIUX CTAaTyC
AstronomHo# Pecriy6nuku Kpeim (Yikpauna). Bicuuk CesHTY. Cep.: [lonimonoeis, 50, 176 - 181.

Mapxoga, O. II. (1958). O npoucxoxneHnn Tak HazsiBaeMoro ['pedeckoro mpoekta (80-e roxsr X VIII
B.). Ucmopus CCCP, 1958.

Macaeg, M. B. (2003). [Tpo6rnema nepecenenust xpuctuan u3 Kpeiva B 1778 1. Ha QoHE 3aKIIIOYUTENFHOTO JTara
npucoeauaernst Kpeiva k Poceun. Kynbmypa napooos Ipuuepromopows. (43): 188 - 191.

MenBeneB: He00X0AUMO TOOUTHCS OITHON 3HEpreTHUecKol HezaBucuMocTH Kprima o1 Ykpaussl. (2014, 2
September). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://tass.ru/ekonomika/1415235

MesxrocynapcrBernsiii CoBer EBpazuiickoro Dxonomuueckoro Coobmectsa. (2010, 19 November). Pernenne N
510 "O ®opmupoBannu TamoxenHoro Corosza B Pamkax EBpasuiickoro DxoHomuyeckoro Coobmectna.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.eurasiancommission.org/ru/act/tam_sotr/dep_tamoj_infr/SiteAssets/%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%BE%D
0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82-
688.%20%D0%9D%D0%9F%D0%90%20%D0%9C%D0%93%D0%A1%D0%95%D0%90%D0%AD%D0%A1
.9%20%D0%A0%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%9C%D0%93%D0%A1%D0%95%D0%90%D0%AD%D0%A1.9%2020
10.11.19%20%E2%84%96510%20(%D0%9E%20%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%
D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B8%20%D0%A2%D0%A1%20%D0%B2%20%D1%80
%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%85%20%D0%95%D0%90%D0%AD%D0%A1.%20%D0%904=
7)%20%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%8C%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1
%82%D0%9F%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%81.pdf

MecTo yCTaHOBKH IaMSTHHKA CB. anoctoiy Aupero B Peomocuu oxpansior kasaku. (2006, 19 May). IIpecc-
cnyocoa VIII]/[Tampuapxus.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/113979.html

MHuHHCTEPCTBO KYpOPTOB U Typu3ma PecryGiuku KpsiM. OT4eTHI 0 HesTeabHOCTH MHUHUCTEPCTRA.
Crarucrryeckue JaHHble. ExxeMecsuHast CripaBoYHast HHGOPMAIIHS O KOJHYECTBE TYPHCTOB, IIOCETHBIINX
Pecny6uky Kpbim B Teuenne 2016 roga. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://mtur.rk.gov.ru/rus/info.php?id=627931

MunncrepcrBo GuHancoB PO. PesybraTsl pacnpeneneHus J0TalMii Ha BEIpaBHUBaHUE OFOPKETHOM
obecneyeHHOCTH CcyOBekToB Poccuiickoit ®eneparmu Ha 2015 rox, Thic. py6. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://old.minfin.ru/common/upload/library/2014/09/main/FFPR_2015-2017.pdf

MuHucTepcTBO dKOHOMHUYECKOro pasutus Pecnyonuku Kpem. (2014). Umoeu coyuanvno-skoHOMUYECKO2O0
pazeumust  Pecnyonuxu  Kpuim — 3a 2014 200. Retrieved  February 1, 2017, from
http://minek.rk.gov.ru/file/File/2015/02-Febrary/09/macro2014_16-02.pdf: 5.

MHUHHCTEPCTBO 3IKOHOMHYECKOro passutust Pecnybonmuku Kpemm. (2015, February). HAmoeu  coyuanvho-
akoHomuyeckozo passumus Pecnybnuxu Kpoim 3a snsapob-ghespans 2015 200a. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://minek.rk.gov.ru/file/File/2015/macro/macro_02_2015.pdf

Munuctp tpancnopra Kpeima Anaronuii Llypkus Hamucan 3assienne 06 orcraske. (2015, 27 March).
Kommersant.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://kommersant.ru/doc/2697114

MHUHIPUPO/BI YaCTHYHO PEIIHIIO BOPOC BogocHabkeHnst KpbiMa 3a caeT mepeOpocKn BOABI U3 pekn birok-
Kapacy B CeBepo-Kpoivckuii kanan. (2014, 16 May). Kpsinunghopm. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.c-inform.info/news/id/5663

Muncensxo3 PO J€acT CTaBKYy Ha pa3BUTHEC B KpLIMy 3ach0yCTOI7I‘II/IBBIX KYJBbTYP U Kall€JIbHOC OPOIICHUE.
(2015, March 3). Kpuimungopm. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.c-inform.info/news/id/19661

Muncenbxo3 P® nenaer craBky Ha pa3Butue B KpbiMy 3acyX0yCTOWYMBBIX KYJIbTYp U KaleJIbHOE OPOIIEHHE,
2015.

346



Myparosa, 2. (2011). [Tonutnueckuii ncnam B KppiMy: JoKagbHbIE BapUaIUU IIT00ANIBHBIX
npoekToB. Kpumcvkomamapcoke numanisi, 39(2), 24-30.

Mycrada J[xemuies mpu3Bai He IOMyCTUTH peBpamieHus Kpeima B simepryto 6a3y. (2015, 19 March). Lientp
Hosocreii OOH. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.un.org/russian/news/story.asp?NewsID=23393#.WF6JK_mLRPY

Mydtuit Cann Ucmarunos: Poccnst cozmana B KpeiMy mapajurensHOe TyXOBHOE OOBEIMHEHHE MyCyJIbMaH,
4T00BI B3ATh T0J] KOHTPOJIb KpbIMCKUX Tatap . (2014, 12 December). IPress.ua. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from

http://ipress.ua/ru/articles/muftyy_sayd_ysmagylov_rossyya sozdala_v_krimu_parallelnoe_duhovnoe_obedynen
ye_musulman_chtobi_vzyat pod_kontrol_krimskyh_tatar_100040.html

Ha Epomaiinan B Kues Boie3xaror kpbiMckue Tatapsl. (2013, 5 December). Korrespondent.net. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/3274445-na-evromaidan-v-kyev-vyezzhauit-
krymskye-tatary

Hasnauen nmocrostHBIN npencraButens IIpesunenta B Kpemmy. (2006, 17 May). UudopmarmorHoe areHTCTBO
VHIAH. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.unian.net/politics/5043-naznachen-postoyannyiy-
predstavitel-prezidenta-v-kryimu.html

Hasnauen npembep Kpbiva u munuctpsr. (2006, 2 June). Koppecnonoenm.net. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/155353-naznachen-premer-kryma-i-ministry-obnovleno

Happimkua: B PO nognepxar "cBoOOHBIN 1 feMokpaTrdeckuil BeIOOp Hacenenus: Kpeiva u CeBacromons'.
(2014, 7 March). TASS. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/politika/1027950

Havanace perucrpanusi poCCHHCKHX JOMEHHBIX MMeH B mMHTepHere mis Kpeima. (2014, 10 April). Lenta.ru.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://lenta.ru/news/2014/04/10/krymdomen/

Hesasucumoe TB B Kpbimy 00BuHMIM B 3kcTpuMu3Me. (2014, 24 September). Pycckas cayoco6a BBC. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.bbc.com/russian/international/2014/09/140924_crimea_atr_extremism

Hemnpocrast Hayka — ycunsimars apyr apyra. (2013, 20 September). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://gazeta.zn.ua/internal/neprostaya-nauka-uslyshat-drug-druga-_.html

Huxudopos, A. (2009). Kpsimckoe pernoHanbHOe coo0miecTBo: OMBIT pa3HO(OPMATHBIX M Pa3HOYPOBHEBBIX
nu3MepeHuil.—Meoicomuuueckue u MelcKoHgpeccuonanbhvii ommuoutenusi 6 Kpvivy: npobremor u ux
pewenue. Cooprux nayunvix pabom.—Cumpeponons: UJI "Tesuc", 13 - 24

Huxudopos, A. P. (2013). [Tormutrdeckne mpomeccs B KPHIMCKOTaTapCKOM HallMOHAIEHOM JiBrkeHHH (2010-
2013 rr.). Bicnux CesHTY. Cep.: [lonimonoeis, (145), 214-218.

Hosuxos, B. (2001, 13 July). Tpetss cuna nokaau3amms moauTHdeckoil HectabumbHOCTH B KpbiMy B KOH(IHKTE
T'paya u KyHuisiHa — XuTpasi MACKHPOBKA AEHCTBUTEIHON MPHUPO I KppIMCKUX KoH(ukToB. Zerkalo Nedeli.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://gazeta.zn.ua/POLITICS/tretya_silalokalizatsiya_politicheskoy_nestabilnosti_v_krymu_v_konflikte_gracha
_i_kunitsyna__hitraya.html

Hossiit TaBpudeckuii My(QTHAT - HHCTpyMeHT uHTerpaimu ¢ PO - skcrepr. (2014, 22 August). RIA Novosti.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://ria.ru/religion/20140822/1021033752.html

Hogrsim npembepom Kpeima n3dpan muaep Pycckoro enunactBa AkceHos. (2014, 27 February).
Korrespondent.net. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/3312515-novym-
premerom-kryma-yzbran-lyder-russkoho-edynstva-aksenov

O cocmosnuu u mMeHOeHYUsX pazeumusi peiucuo3nou cumyayuu 6 Aemonomnoi Pecnybnuxe Kpuim,
20cy0apcmeento - yepkoeHvlx omuowenuti 6 aemonomuu ¢ 2007 200y. Tesucwr evicmynaenus [Ipedceoamens
Pecnybruxanckozo komumema APK no oenam penueuit B.A. Manubopcrozo. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://old.crimea-portal. gov.ua/index.php?v=13&tek=13&art=9983&f=fr (nara o6pamenns-04.03.2012).

347



O6uapoaoBan TekcT npurosopa Tumomenko. (2011, 13 October). UNIAN. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.unian.net/politics/554030-obnarodovan-tekst-prigovora-timoshenko.html

Obuiepoccuiickuii HapoJHbIH GpoHT cozan otaeneHus B Kpeimy u CeBactonone. (2014, 2 April). Poccuiickaa
2azema. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://rg.ru/2014/04/02/front-site-anons.html

OrnarteHs! pe3ybTathl BBIO0poB B BepxoBHsiii coBer Kppiva (Ykpanna). (2006, 19 April). 74 REGNUM.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://regnum.ru/news/626150.html

Oxomno BonHcKoH yact B CuMdeporosie BOZHIK KOHGIINKT MEXIy TPOTHBHUKAMHU BOWHBI U JIPyXKHHHAKaMH.
(2014, 4 March). Hosocmu Kpwviva. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/3/4/okolo-voinskoi-chasti-v-simferopole-voznik-konflikt-mezhdu-
protivnikami-voiny-i-druzhinnikami-6500/

OpermnikoBa, C. @. (2008). Kpsimckoe xancto B 70e rogast XVIII B. Bonpocet ucmopuu, 8, 3: 121 - 127.

OcBobouTensHOe ABIKEHHE. KPHIMCKUX TaTap MOMPOCHIN YHTH C 3axBadeHHBIX 3eMenb. (2011, 19 January).
Kommepcanmo-Yrpauna. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://crimea.comments.ua/digest/2011/01/19/001322.html

OceobouTensHOe ABrKeHIEe. KpBIMCKHX TaTap MOMPOCKITH YITH ¢ 3aXBadeHHBIX 3eMenb. (2011, 19 January).
Odunmansueiii caiit JIbBa Mupumckoro http://mir.im/content/biografiya

Tlapax 9 mast B KpbIMy: CHEIIIPONYCKH, METAJIONCKATENN U HEMOBONBHBIE ropokane. (2015, 9 May). Zerkalo
Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/parad-9-maya-v-krymu-specpropuski-
metalloiskateli-i-kazaki-175531_.html

Tapnament Kpeima nonpocuit [Ty THHA TPHHSTH TIOIYOCTPOB B coctaB PD. (2014, 6 March). Lenta.ru. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://lenta.ru/news/2014/03/06/crimea/

TTapnament KpriMa npuHs penieHre o BXO)KAEHHN aBTOHOMUH B coctaB Poccunm. (2014, 6 March).Gazeta.ru.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.gazeta.ru/politics/news/2014/03/06/n_5995413.shtml

TTapnament KpbiMa npuHsiI penieHne o BXoxaeHuU B Poccrio 1 HazHauwn peepeHayM Ha 16 mapTa. (2014, 6
March). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.politnavigator.net/parlament-kryma-naznachil-referendum-
0-vkhozhdenii-v-rossiyu-na-16-marta.html

ITapnament Kppima: KpbIMcKuii MpeMbep Ha3HAUEH 3aKOHHO ¢ paspenieHus Saykosuya. (2014, 3 March).
Hosocmu Kpuima. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/3/3/parlament-kryma-
krymskii-premer-naznachen-zakonno-s-razresheniya-yanukovicha-6353/

IMaptus "Pycckoe EnmHcTBO" — crparermueckmii mapTaép Pycckoit obmmubsl Kpbima. OdunumanbHbI caiT.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.ruscrimea.ru/

Tacmopt denepanpHoii neneBoit mporpammsl "'ColHanbHO-3KOHOMUYECKoe pazBuTre Pecmyomiuku Kpeiv u .
Cesacronomst 1o 2020 roma".(2014, 11 August). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://pravo.gov.ru/proxy/ips/?docbody=&nd=102357218

INacrephak, E. H. (2015). K Bonpocy 00 omnpeeneHnu IpuInuecKoro CoaepKaHus craTyca ropoja
(henepanpHOTO 3HaueHHs1 CeBacToIoNs Kak cy0bekTa B cocTaBe Poccuiickoit demepaninii: HCTOPUKO-TIPABOBOM
actieKT. Egpa3suiickas unmezpayus: npasogoll u 06pazoeamensvHbwill achekmeol: Mmamepuaisvt Mesicoynap. nayu.-
npaxm. kough. (Hosocubupck, 3—5 oexabpa 2014 2.) u Il Lllkonvr unmepaxonpasa (Hosocubupck, 4—5 dexabps
2014 2.). HoBocubupck: PUL HI'Y: 59.

TMamens, B. H. (2004a). O gyann3Me B HAIIHOHATBHO-TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM cTpouTenscTBe B Kppimy B 1930-x romax
B udpax u pakrax. Kyrvmypa napooos [lpuuepromopws, 50, 88-92.

[Mawmens, B. H. (2004b). K pemienuto TaTapckoro BOnpoca B HAMOHAILHO-TOCYIaPCTBEHHOM CTPOUTENIBCTBE

ABtoHOMHO# Kprimckoit CCP B 1920-x rr. Yuenwie sanucku Taspuueckozo HayuonanibHo2o ynusepcumema
umenu B.M.Bepruaockozo. Cepus "Hemopus". 17(56): 3 -13.

348



ITamens, B. H. (2005). Tarapckuii Bonpoc B HallMOHAIBHO-TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM cTpoutenbeTBe Kpbimckoit ACCP
U €T0 PEIICHHE B IESITEIbHOCTH UCIIOIHUTEIbHO-PACIOPSIIUTENBHBIX OpraHoB BnacTtu B 1930-x-Havane 1940-x
rr. Kynemypa napoodos Ipuuepromopuws, 66, 33 - 38.

Ilepsonii Kypyoraii: "[IpuHATHS TakuX 3aKOHOB. .. HE IOCTHIIMINCE ObI U caMble KyJIbTypHbIE Hapo sl EBponsr".
(2014, December 14). Krym. Realii. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ru.krymr.com/a/26743069.html

TlepeBopor B Kpeimy: xponuka uerBepra. (2014, 27 February). Hosocmu Kpvima. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/2/27/v-simferopole-zahvacheny-administrativnye-zdaniya-
obnovlyaetsya-5954/

Tepexonnblii mepron no BxoxaeHuto Kpeima B P® Gyner neiictBoBats 10 2015 r. (2014, 18 March). P/A
Hosocmu. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ria.ru/world/20140318/1000045686.html#ixzz3ZGzDGKmB

Ilo daxry 3axBara 3qanuii CoBera n CoBMuHa KpriMa Bo30YKI€HO YTOJIOBHOE JIENO 110 CTaThe
"teppopuctuueckuii akt". (2014, 27 February). PHK. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.rbc.ru/rbcfreenews/20140227131627.shtml

ITommon, M. & A. Manamenxo. (2015, 19 March) O aByx mytsax passutus Kpemva: KpeiM-kypopt unn Kpsim —
¢dopnoct Poccun. Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://carnegie.ru/2015/03/19/ru-
pub-59457

TIopoIIeHKO JOrOBOPHIICS ¢ DPAOraHOM O 3auiuTe HpaB KpbIMckux Tatap. (2015, 20 March). RIA Novosti.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://ria.ru/world/20150320/1053699775.html

Tlopomenko HamepeH co3nats B KpbiMy HallmoHaIbHYI0 aBTOHOMHIO KPBIMCKOTaTapcKoro Hapoxa. (2016, 18
May). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/POLITICS/poroshenko-nameren-sozdat-v-
krymu-nacionalnuyu-avtonomiyu-krymskotatarskogo-naroda-213698_.html

Topran IpaBurenscrBa Pecniyomuku Kpeim. (2015, 14 October). Ilepeuens Hayuonanuzuposanuwix 06vexmos
HeOBUANCUMOCU, NIAHUPYeMbIX K npodadice. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://rk.gov.ru/rus/info.php?id=621851

Tlopran Pycckoro wapoma Kpeima. Dmanwst cmanoenenus Pycckoii Oowuner Kpeiva. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from thttp://www.ruscrimea.ru/cms/?go=mon&in=view&id=18

Tlopran Pycckoro Hapona Kpeima. dmanwst cmanosnenus Pyccroi Obwunwt Kpviva. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from thttp://www.ruscrimea.ru/cms/?go=mon&in=view&id=18

IlocranoBnenrne I['C PK. O HanmoHanmm3anmuyd WMYIIECTBA NPEANPUATHHA, YUPESKACHUHA, OpTraHU3aLUi
arpoNpOMBIIIIEHHOTO KOMIDIEKCa, PACIHOJIOKEHHBIX Ha Tepputopuu Pecmybmukm Kpev. Ilpumoxkenme x
IlocranoBnennto ['ocymapctBenHoro Cosera Pecmybmmku Kpemm Ne 1836-6/14 IlepeueHp npeAnpusTHIA,
YUPEKACHHUH, OpraHH3alMii arpornpoOMBIIIIEHHOTO KOMIUIEKCA, PAcHONIOKEHHBIX Ha TeppuTopuu PecrmyOnmukn
KpbiM, HUMyIIecTBO KOTOpBIX HanuoHanu3upoBano. (2014, 26 March). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://crimea.gov.ru/act/11841

Ilocranosnenue [IpaButensctBa PO "OO6 yrBepxxnenun [lonoxenns o0 yctaHoBIeHHU (HOPMBI BU3BI, IOPSIIKA U
yCJIOBHH ee o(OpMIICHUSI ¥ BBIIAYM, MPOJJICHUS CPOKa €€ NEeHCTBHs, BOCCTAHOBICHUS €€ B Cilydae yTpaThl, a
Taroke Topska anHyauposanus Busbl”. (2003, 9 June, amended 2016, 14 October). Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.fms.gov.ru/foreign_national/formvisa/

TlocrostHHOE MIpencraBuTenbeTBO Pecyomukn Tatapcran B Pecry6imke Kpeim 1 ropone CeBacrormode.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://postpredrk.tatarstan.ru/

Tloutn 8 Thicsy KpeiMuaH mepebpamucs B Ykpauny. (2014, 10 May). AllCrimea. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://crimea.comments.ua/news/2014/05/06/170008.html

IIpaBUTENHCTBO MOATOTOBUIIO 3aKOHOIPOEKT 00 UCIIOJIb30BAHUH MTOJ3EMHBIX BOA ydacTHUKaMu CO3 B Kprimy.
(2016, 30 November). ITapramenmckasn 2azema. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://www.pnp.ru/economics/2016/11/30/pravitelstvo-podgotovilo-zakonoproekt-ob-ispolzovanii-podzemnykh-
vod-uchastnikami-sez-v-krymu.html

349



TIpaBUTENCTBO COKPATUIIO CIMCOK 3alpElICHHBIX K BBO3y B PD mpoaykros. (2014, 20 August). Rossiyskaya
Gazeta. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://rg.ru/2014/08/20/sankcii-site-anons.html

Tpesunent Pecny6nuku Tarapcran. (27 February, 2014). TTapnamenTapun TatapcTaHa MPUHSITH TEKCT
Ob6pamenus ['ocynapcrBennoro Cosera Pecmy6muku Taraperan k Hapogam ABToHOMHON Pecrry6nuku Kpeim.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://president.tatarstan.ru/news/view/120740

IIpesunent Poccuiickoit @eneparun. Obpamienne [pesunenra Poccutickoit denepamun. (2014, 18 March).
Kremlin.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.kremlin.ru/news/20603

Tpe3uaeHT CHsUT OBIBIIETO KPHIMCKOTO CIHKEpa C MOCTa IIaBbl XepcoHcKkoil aqmunanctpanuu. (2010, 21 June).
milli-firka.org. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http:/mww.milli-
firka.org/content/HCAA/title/%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B 7%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%
D1%82-%D1%81%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%BB/

IIpesunenT cuntaer, 94To BoIpoc (eaepanru3aniy ceifuac He akTyaleH, HO HOAIeXUT u3ydennio. (2014, 14
February). Zerkalo Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/POLITICS/prezident-schitaet-chto-
vopros-federalizacii-seychas-ne-aktualen-no-podlezhit-izucheniyu-138825_.html

IIpesunent yBenomun [paBurensctBo, 'ocaymy u Coser @eneparyu o npeanoxenusx ['occoBera Kppima u
3akcobpanus CeBacromnods o IpuHATHH B Poccuiickyto @eneparuio 1 00pa3oBaHUH HOBBIX CyOBeKTOB. (2014,
18 March). Kremlin.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://kremlin.ru/news/20599

TIpembep Typrmu JlaByToriy npuObiBaeT ¢ Bu3uToM B Ykpauny. (2016, 15 February). VHIAH. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.unian.net/politics/1264976-premer-turtsii-davutoglu-pribyivaet-s-vizitom-v-
ukrainu.html

TIpembepom Kpbima uz6panu nmunepa «Pycckoro enurcrsay. (2014, 27 February). Lenta.ru. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://lenta.ru/news/2014/02/27/crimead/

TIpembepom Kpbima cran muaep naptun "Pycckoe enuHcTBO" AKceHOB. (2014, 27 February). INTERFAX.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.interfax.ru/world/361702

TIpembepom Kpbima cran muaep naptuu "Pycckoe enuHcTBO" AKceHOB. (2014, 27 February). INTERFAX.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.interfax.ru/world/361702

TIpec-perni3 mo10 HE3aKOHHHUX BI3UTIB IESKUX IPOMAJSIH Ta CYyJCH Ha TAMYAacOBO OKYIIOBaHi TepuTOpii Y KpaiHu
2016.

IIpuxaz MunucrepctBa obpazoBanus 1 Hayku PD N273

"O06 ompeneneHnH 00BEMOB KOHTPOJIBHBIX HU(P MpHeMa TpaXkIaH MO CIIEIUATBHOCTSIM U HaIlPaBICHUSIM
MOATOTOBKH JUTS OOYUESHUSI IO HMEIOIINM TOCYJapCTBEHHYIO aKKPEIUTAIIHIO 00pa30BaTeIbHBIM IIPOrpaMMaM
BBICIIIET0 00pa30BaHMs 3a CUeT OI0/KETHBIX aCCUTHOBAaHHMH (eaepanbHOro O1omKera At OCYIIECTBICHUS
npueMa rpax/iaH, MOCTOSIHHO NPOXKUBAIONIMX Ha Tepputopuu Pecriyonmku Kpsim u ropona Cesacromnods, B 2014
1 2015 roax u o MPOBEAECHUH OTKPBITHIX MMyOINYHBIX KOHKYPCOB Ha paclpeeseHHe OpraHu3alysiM,
OCYIIECTBIISIIOIINM 00pa30BaTeIbHYIO JIeITeIbHOCTD, KOHTPOJIBHBIX (P NpreMa IpaxJaH Mo CIEHATbHOCTSIM
Y HaIIPaBJICHHUSM HOATOTOBKH I OOYUESHUsSI [0 HMEIOMINM TOCYJapCTBEHHYIO aKKPEANTAIIHIO 00Pa30BaTEIbHBIM
MpoTrpaMMaM BBICIIETO 00Opa30BaHMs 32 CYET OIO/PKETHBIX aCCHTHOBAHUH (eneparbHOro OromKeTa s
OCYIIIECTBIICHHNS TIpHeMa IpakaH, IIOCTOSHHO MPOXKMBAIOMNX Ha Tepputopun Pecrry6miku Kpsim 1 ropona
Cesacromonsi, Ha 2014 u 2015 r. (2014, 4 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017,

from http://base.garant.ru/70630722/#ixzz4LMcx8y7r

Tyrun, B. (2011, 3 October). HoBsliit nHTerpannoHHsiii mpoekt 1t EBpasun — Oyayliee, KOTOpOe POIKAACTCS
ceromnsi. lzvestia. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://izvestia.ru/news/502761

Parymmnsk, B. H. (2013). Bopn6a 3a npucoenunenne Kpeimckoro xanctsa k Poccun Ha pyOexe 1770-x—1780-x
rr. Acmopuueckas u coyuanvno-obpazosamenvhas mulciav, (3): 39 - 42.

Pedat Uybapos: "HHUKTO HE TODKEH TEIHUTh ce0s MILTIO3USIMHU, YTO KPBHIMCKHE TaTapbl OTKAXKYTCs OT OOPHObI 32
BOCCTaHOBJIeHHE cBouX TpaB.(2013, 1 November). ZerkaloNedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://gazeta.zn.ua/internal/refat-chubarov-nikto-ne-dolzhen-teshit-sebya-illyuziyami-chto-krymskie-tatary-
otkazhutsya-ot-borby-za-vosstanovlenie-svoih-prav-_.html

350



Pomansko, O. (2015). KpbiM B meproa HeMelKo#i oKKynanuy. HarmoHansHble OTHOLIEHUS, KOJU1a00paoHN3M
U mapTu3aHckoe aBikeHne. 1941-1944. Litres.

Poccuiickas ®enepauns. (2001, 30 November). @enepanbHplii KOHCTUTYIHOHHBIH 3aK0H "O MOpsAKe IPUHATUSL
B Poccuiickyio @enepariiio 1 00pa3oBaHusi B ee cocTaBe HOBOTo cydbekta Poccuiickoit enepanun. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://cikrf.ru/law/federal_constitutional_law/fkz_6_2001.html

Poccust 3a6nokuposaia pesomnroruto Cosoesza OOH mpotus pedepennyma B Kpeimy. (2015, 15 March). Lenta.ru.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://lenta.ru/news/2014/03/15/sovbez/

Poccus noxusima 8 Cb OOH Bompoc o BoxHo# 610kane Kpeiva. (2016, 23 November). HoBoctu Kpeima.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2016/11/23/rossiya-podnyala-v-sh-oon-vopros-
0-vodnoi-blokade-kryma-70347/

Poccust noctpout otBerBiaeHue ot «HOxHOro motokay st nogaun rasa B Kpemm. (2014, 16 June). RIA Novosti.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://ria.ru/crimea_today/20140616/1012183428.html

"Pocrenekom” B3snm Kpemm. (2014, 28 May). Vedomosti.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.vedomosti.ru/newspaper/articles/2014/05/08/rostelekom-vzyal-krym

PykoBoactBo IYMK ob6cymmio ¢ Biactsimu Kpeima mpoGiemsr mycynsman. (2014, 9 September). I[JPO
Jyxosnoe Ynpaenenue Mycynoman Kpoima u 2. Cesacmonons. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://gmdi.org/index.php/ru/arkhiv-novostej/2014-god/316-rukovodstvo-dumk-obsudilo-s-vlastyami-kryma-
problemy-musulman

Pycckue Kpeima o6nequnmnnce. (2009, 14 December). Pycckoe Eouncmeo. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://molodie.org/content/russkie_kryma_obedinilis

Cambpoc, A. (2015, 30 June). Kanper pemator KpbiM: kak cTpouTcs KaapoBas NoauTHKa MOCKBBI Ha
noyoctpose. Carnegie Moscow Center. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://carnegie.ru/commentary/?fa=60556

Cegacrormnoib Xxouer Boita B coctaB Kpbima. (2014, 3 March). TVZvezda. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://tvzvezda.ru/news/vstrane_i_mire/content/201403031445-t1i8.htm

Cemupsira, M. 1. (1996). BoeHHOIIeHHbIE, KOUTAaOOPAIMOHUCTHI U TeHepan Brnacos. /pyeas eouina, 1939 - 1945.
Mocksa: 322.

Cepreesa, E. (2016, 5 July). Kpyroe muke Buemsei toprosnu Kpemva. Kpuiv Peanuu. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://ru.krymr.com/a/27836848.html

Cepreii 1llyBaitnukoB. bubnuorpaduueckas cnpaska Ha caiite ['ocynapctsennoro Cosera Pecny6nuku Kpbim.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://crimea.gov.ru/deputy/250

Cumpepornons onpenensercs. (2014, 26 February). Gazeta.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.gazeta.ru/politics/2014/02/26_a_5927553.shtml

Cumdeporonbckrue AenyTaThl 00emalT BEpHYThCS K BOIPOCY COOOPHOHM MedeTH mocie KaHWKyrl (2009, 24
July). Hoeocmu Kpeima - kpwivckas cuycéa Hosocmetni. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2009/7/24/1248421500/

CMMU y3uanu o peuieHnn YKpauHsl BCTYnuTh B TamoxkeHHbI# coio3. (2013, 7 December). Lenta.ru. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from https://lenta.ru/news/2013/12/07/sochi/

Cornamenne Mexny IIpaBurensctBom P®, IlpaBurtensctBom Pecnybmuku Benapycs u IlpaButensctBom
Pecniy6nuku Kaszaxcran (2003, 28 October). "O equHOM MOpsiIKe 3KCIOPTHOTO KOHTPOJSI TOCYJAPCTB - YICHOB
EBpa3zuiickoro 3KOHOMUYECKOTO coobmecTna'. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_106209/

Cornamenue o coTpyaandecTBe Mexay Tarapcranom u Kpsimom momucano B Cumdepornone. (2014, 5 March).
INTERFAX. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.interfax.ru/russia/362910

351



Cornamenne 0 TaMOKeHHOM coro3e Mexay Poccuiickoii @eneparmein u PecryOnukoit Bemapyce. (1995, 6
January). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.tsouz.ru/DOCS/INTAGRMNTS/Pages/Dogovor_06011995.aspx

Cocnosckuil, 1. B. (2014). IIpoyeccvl popmuposanus pecuonanvhou uoenmuunocmu 6 Kpvimy 6 konmexcme
nonapusayuu ykpaunckozo oouecmsa (Doctoral dissertation, MockoBckuii I'ocynapcTBeHHbIN Y HUBEpCHTET
umern M.B. JlomoHocoBa): 54. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://polit.msu.ru/pub/DISS_accept/Sosnovsky 2014_CD.pdf

Crukepom BC Kpsima cran Anaronuii I'punenko. (2006, 12 May). Kommepcanm.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.kommersant.ru/doc/1697737

Cnpasennusast Poccust npunnia B KpeiM, CripaBerumast Poccus. (2014, 1 May). Pecuonanvroe omoenenue
Iapmuu ¢ Pecnyonuxe Kpwim. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://krym.spravedlivo.ru/005105880.html

Crapuenko, P. A. (2013). Jlunamunka ancieHHOCTH 1 pacceneHus pycckux Kpemva B X VIII-XIX Bekax. Becmuux
Kocmpomckozo 2ocydapemeennozo ynusepcumema um. HA Hexpacosa, 19(6): 38 - 41.

Crpykrypa skcnopra Kpeima. (2014, 24 June). KpvinHngpopm. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.c-
inform.info/dossier/id/52

Cyorensnsbiii, O. (1994). Vxkpauna: ucmopua. Kues: JluGinep.

CyI npu3HaI MEDKIINC KPBIMCKUX TaTap dKCTPEMUCTCKOM opranmsanueit. (2016, 24 April). BBC. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.bbc.com/russian/news/2016/04/160426_mejlis_crimea_court

Coopmuposan cocras npesuanyma BepxosHoit Pagsl Kpeiva. (20016, 19 May). Koppecnondenm.net. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/154168-sformirovan-sostav-prezidiuma-
verhovnoj-rady-kryma

Cre3n B XapbkoBe: Bcto BinacTb Ha FOro-Bocrtoke GepyTt MmecTHbIe coBeThl. Pesomomus. (2014, 22 February).
Korrespondent.net. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/politics/3309669-sezd-v-
kharkove-vsui-vlast-na-yuho-vostoke-berut-mestnye-sovety-rezoluitsyia

Tenapanunoxkommnanus "Kpeim" OxBat Tepputopun Pecrybniku KpbsiM TeeBUSHOHHBIM BEIIaHUEM TEIEKaHAIOM
«[lepserii Kpemvckuit» B ananorosom ¢opmareto. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://1tvcrimea.ru/pages/content/000004-oblast-pokrytija

Tepputopuansusiii Opran ®enepansaoit Ciyx6s1 'ocynapcreenHoit Cratuctuku. (2015). ['eorpadudeckas u
TOBapHasl CTPYKTYpa BHEUIHEH TOPTOBJIM TOBapaMU C OCHOBHBIMHU CTpaHAMH-TIapTHEpaMHu 3a ssHBaph 2015T.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://crimea.gks.ru/wps/wcm/connect/rosstat_ts/crimea/resources/9bd1fd0047b585f6bb3chfed3bc4492f/%D0%9
3%D0%B5%D0%BE+%D0%A1%D0%90%D0%99%D0%A2.pdf

Tepputopuansasiii Opran ®enepansaoii Ciyx0s1 ['ocynapcreenHoit Craructuku. (2016). ['eorpaduyeckas
CTPYKTypa BHelIHe# Toprosiu ToBapamu Pecrybnuku Kpeim B siaBape-mapre 2016 roga. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from
http://crimea.gks.ru/wps/wecm/connect/rosstat_ts/crimea/resources/ddee59004d49b1cha3d8f74fc772e0bb/%D0%
BE%D1%84.%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82+%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%B9%D1%82+%D0%92%D0%A
D%D0%A1+%D0%B3%D0%B5%D0%BE+%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%82+2016.pdf

Tokapes, A. A. (2015). DnexTopanbHas ucropus nmocrcoBerckoro Kpsmva: or YCCP o Poccun. Becmuux
MI'UMO-Ynusepcumema. 5(44): 32 - 41.

TomcunoB, B. A. (2015). "KpsiMcKkoe mpaBo" WM FOPUINIECKIE OCHOBAaHHS IJIs1 BOCcoeTuHEeHH Kppima ¢
Poccueit. Becmuux Mockoeckoeo ynugepcumema. Cepus, 11, 3 - 32.

Tymuk 60ps0Os! nHTerpaiyii B Esporne. (2014, 20 June). INSOR. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.insor-russia.ru/files/INSOR20140620.pdf

Typelkue npeAnprUHUMAaTen He OyayT coTpyaHndats ¢ AkceHoBbiM. (2015, 29 May). QHA. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/ru/politika/turetskie-predprinimateli-ne-budut-sotrudnichat-s-aksenovim/145332/

352



Typuust pu3Baza MEPOBOE COOOIIECTBO 3aIIUTHTh MpaBa KpeIMCKHUX Tatap. (2014, 18 September). Zerkalo
Nedeli. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zn.ua/UKRAINE/turciya-prizvala-mirovoe-soobschestvo-prinyat-
mery-po-zaschite-prav-krymskih-tatar-153599_.html

TypurHOB U3[aJ yKa3 0 HE3aKOHHOCTH M30paHus HOBOTO mpembepa Kpeima. (2014, 1 March). Obozrevatel.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://obozrevatel.com/politics/08249-turchinov-izdal-ukaz-o-nezakonnosti-
izbraniya-novogo-premera-kryima.htm

TypurHOB: Boopy»eHHbIe CHITbI YKPaHHBI HAXOIATCS B MONHOM GoerotoBHocTH. (2014, 1 March). Gordon.ua.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gordonua.com/news/politics/turchinov-vooruzhennye-sily-ukrainy-
nahodyatsya-v-polnoy-boegotovnosti-12314.html

V¥ ropoyoB 1 paiionoB KpbiMa nosiBsiTest poccuiickue peruonsi-kyparopsl. (2014, 1 April). KPbIMinfo. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.kryminfo.net/u-gorodv-i-rayonov-kryma-poyavyatsya-rossiyskiye-regiony-
kuratry/

V 31aHKs KPBIMCKOTO MIapiiaMeHTa IIpou3olLIa motacoka. (2014, 21 February). Lenta.ru. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://lenta.ru/news/2014/02/21/fight/

V JIATIP nosiBUIoCk pernoHansHoe otaenenue B Kpeimy, (2014, 13 April). Hosocmu Kpwima. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/4/13/u-ldpr-poyavilos-regionalnoe-otdelenie-v-krymu-9869/

Vkaz «O IOxHoM denepanbHoM okpyre». (2016, 27 July). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://rk.gov.ru/rus/index.html/news/340178.htm

VYka3 rnaBel Peciyomuku Kpeim. (2015, 30 January). "O0 yTBepxneHrn KoMIUIEKCHOTO T1aHa MPOTUBOICHCTBHS
unreonoruu teppopusma B Pecry6nuke Kpeim Ha 2015 — 2018 rogsr". Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://rk.gov.ru/rus/file/pub/pub_238807.pdf

Vxa3 [pesunenra Poccuiickoit @eneparun "O npusnanuu Pecry6uiku Kpeim". (2014, 17 March). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/38202

Vxa3 [pesunenta Poccniickoit @eneparn N 168 "O6 obpasoBanun KpeiMckoro denepansHoro okpyra”. (2014,
March 21). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://rg.ru/2014/03/22/kfo-site-dok.html

Vka3 IIpesunenra Poccuiickoit ®epepammu N 268 "O mepax mo peaOHINTAMH apMSIHCKOTO, OONTapcKoro,
IPEYECcKOro, KPHIMCKO-TATAPCKOTO M HEMELKOTO HAapoJOB M TOCYJapCTBEHHOH MOANEPKKE MX BO3POXKICHUS U
passutus". (2014, 21 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.rg.ru/2014/04/21/reabilitaciya-site-
dok.html

Va3 [Ipesunenta PO N164 "O npuzHaHUM EHCTBUTEIEHBIMI BOMHCKUX 3BaHHM, TOKYMEHTOB 00 00pa30BaHUU
rpaxaaH Poccuiickoit @denepannu, SBISIIOMNXCS BOSHHOCITYKalllAMU OpPraHOB BOEGHHOTO YIPAaBJIECHUS U
BOMHCKUX (opmupoBanuii PecryOmuku Kpbim, 1 JOKyMEHTOB 0 MPOXOXKACHUN UMM BOeHHOH ciryxObr". (2014,
20 March). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://base.garant.ru/70617206/#ixzz4LMbcvBz1

Va3 [Ipesunenta PO N180 "O HEKOTOPBIX BOIIPOCAX MOCTYIUICHHS Ha CITYy)KOY B (eiepatbHyIo
MIPOTHUBOIIOKApHYIO ciy)0y ["ocyaapcTBeHHON POTHUBOIIOKAPHOH CITyKOBI rpakaaH Poccuiickoit denepanum,
SIBJIAIOIINXCS COTPYAHUKAaMH OPTaHOB YIIPABJICHHS ¥ MOAPA3/IeIeHUH IPpaskIaHCKON 3alHThI, PACIIONOKEHHBIX Ha
tepputopusx Pecriyonuku Kpoim u r. CeBacronons” (2014, 28 March). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://base.garant.ru/70622804/#ixzzALMalXZCG

Va3 [Ipesunenta PO N192 "O mepax rocymapcTBeHHON MOAIEPIKKH TPaKAaH, SBISAIONINXCS MOTydaTeI MU
neHcuil Ha Teppuropusix Pecry6iuku Kpbim u . CeBactonoss”. (2014, 31 March). Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://base.garant.ru/70625208/#ixzz4LLt1Js32

Va3 [Ipesunenta PO N200 "O HEKOTOPBIX BOIIPOCAX MOCTYIUICHHS Ha CITYKOY B OPTaHbl U YIPEKIACHUS
npokypatypsl Poccuiickoit deneparm rpaxkaan Poccuiickoit denepary, sBISIOMUXCS paOOTHUKAMU OPTaHOB
MPOKYPATYPHI, ICUCTBYIONINX Ha TeppuTopHsx Pecrnybnuku Kpbim u r. CeBacromons'. (2014, 4 April). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://base.garant.ru/70628830/#ixzz4LLz61DzL

Vxa3 [pesunenta PO N233 "O HekoTopBIX Bompocax KagpoBoro obecniedenus cynos Poccuiickoit enepanum,
opraHos  yupexxaennii Cyneonoro nemapramenta npu Bepxosnom Cyne Poccutickoit enepanum,

353



co3/iaBacMbIx Ha Tepputopusix Pecry6uku Kpeiv u r. Cesacromons . (2014, 14 April).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://base.garant.ru/70635918/#ixzz4LMYUUIbT

Vka3 [Ipesunenra Ykpaunu "Ipo pimennst Pagu HanioHanbHOi 6e3neku i o0oponu Ykpainu Bin 28 cepmnus 2014
poxky "[Ipo HeBigKIamHi 3aX0U IIOJ0 3aXUCTy YKpaiHH Ta 3MilfHeHHS 11 o6opoHo3natHocTi". (2014, 24
September). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/744/2014?test=4/UMfPEGznhhY A4.ZitvBb5ZH141ws80msh8le6

Va3 Ilpesunnyma Bepxosraoro Cosera CCCP Ne 4 (798) "O nepenaue Kprivckoii o6mactu u3 coctaBa PCOCP
B coctaB YCCP" (1954, 9 March). (CCCP). In ¥O. 1. Mangensiutam (Ed.) (1956). Céopnux 3axonoe CCCP u
Vkaszoe Ipesuouyma Bepxosnozo Cosema CCCP, 1938-1958 . Mocksa: I'octopuzaart: 35. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from
https://ru.wikisource.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B0:S
bornik_zakonov_1938-1956.djvu/68

Va3 [pesunuyma BC PCOCP Ne 761/2 "O Boiaenernu ropoga CeBacTomnoss B CaMOCTOSTENbHBIH
aJIMUHHUCTPAaTUBHO-X03siicTBeHHBIN eHTp" (1948, 29 October). (PCOCP). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://sevkrimrus.narod.ru/ZAKON/sew48god.htm

Vkassl [lpesunenra PO "O MunucrepctBe Poccuiickoit ®enepanuu mno nenam Kpemma" u "O Munuctpe
Poccuiickoit ®enepanuu mo aenam Kpeiva". (2014, 31 March). Kremlin.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20665

Vkpauna HazBana aspornopt Cumdeponons B yecth Amer-Xana Cymrana. (2015, 14 May). Crimean News
Agency. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://gha.com.ua/ru/politika/ukraina-nazvala-aeroport-simferopolya-
v-chest-amethana-sultana/145010/

Vkpauna npusiekia Banmanne OOH k HapymieHussM npas KpeiMckux Tatap. (2014, 22 September). UN News
Centre. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.un.org/russian/news/story.asp?newsID=22331# WF6lhfmLRPY

Vkpaune npeawsiBuiti msThid myHkt. (2014, 10 September). RIA-Novosti.

YkpanHCKHi A3bIK B mKoJax KpeiMa Oyner m3ydarscs 1o xenanuto. (2014, 27 May). HoBoctu Kpeima.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://news.allcrimea.net/news/2014/5/27/ukrainskii-yazyk-v-shkolah-kryma-
budet-izuchatsya-po-zhelaniju-13415/

Vxpaunipel Kpeima monpocunu Bracts o 3ammure. (2014, 27 February). Yrpaunckas Ipasoa. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/02/27/7016570/

Vkpaunipl Kpbima nonpocuu Biacts o 3amure. (2014, 27 February). Yrpaunckas Tpasoa. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2014/02/27/7016570/

Vopasnenne PenepanvHoit Murparnuonnoit Ciyx0bl.  [Topsimok odopmieHust paspemieHnss Ha paboTy
HHOCTPaHHBIM TpakiaHaM, mpubbiBaromuM B Poccuiickyro @enepanuio Ha ocHoBaHuU BU3bl. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.fms.gov.ru/government_services/withoutvisa/

Vcauesa, O. C. (2008). K Bonpocy o rocyaapcTBeHHO# npuHaiesxxHoctd Kpeiva. Yuensie 3anucku OpiioBCKOro
rocyaapctBeHHoro ynuBepcurera. Cepust: ['ymaHuTapHbIe U colpansHble Hayky, (1): 259 - 261.

Vuurts mo-pyccku. (2015, 3 March). Kommersant.ru. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://kommersant.ru/doc/2680187

Oenepanpras Ciyxba bezomacHoctu Poccuiickoit @enepamuu. (2016, 25 October). Enunstii denepanbubiii
CIIHCOK OpraHW3alyif, B TOM 9HCIC HHOCTPAHHBIX M MEXIyHAPOAHBIX OPraHM3alMii, NPU3HAHHBIX B
COOTBETCTBHH C 3aKOHOAATENHCTBOM Poccuiickoit Oenepanuu teppopuctindeckumu. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.fsb.ru/fsb/npd/terror.htm

ODenepanpHas cayx0a 0 HAI30py B cdepe CBA3U, MHHOPMAIMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTUH U MacCOBBIX KOMMYHHKAIIHI.

OcoOeHHOCTH perucTpanid  ceTeBhIXx u3jaHuid. Perucrpauus. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://rkn.gov.ru/mass-communications/smi-registation/#4

354



@enepanshbiii 3akoH (2014, 30 June). "O BHeceHHWHM M3MCHECHHMH B OT/CIbHBIC 3aKOHOMAATENbHBIE akThl PD".
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_198860/

Oenepanpublif 3ak0H N 114-D3. (2002, 25 June). "O npoTHBOAECHCTBUH SKCTPEMUCTCKOI AeaTensHoCTH" (C
W3MEHEHHMIMH U gononHeHusmMu). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://base.garant.ru/12127578/#ixzz4UsagTVfa

Oenepanbubiii 3akoH N129-03 "O rocynapcTBeHHON perHcTpaniy IOPUITIESCKIX JTHI] 1 HHANBHIYaIbHBIX
npeanpuauMareseil” (¢ usmMeHeHusMu u gonosHeHusmu). (2001, 8 August). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://base.garant.ru/12123875/#ixzz4LOABUNG;j

Oenepansubiii 3akoH N36-D3 "O parudukanun JJorosopa mexxny Poccniickoit ®eneparueit n Pecybmikoit
Kpsim u o6paszoBanun B cocraBe Poccuiickoii @enepanyiu HOBBIX cyObekToB" (2014, 21 March). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://base.garant.ru/70618344/

Oenepanbubiii 3akoH N37-D3 "O6 0cobeHHOCTAX (HYHKIMOHNPOBAHHS (DHHAHCOBOH cHcTeMBI PecmyOmiku
Kpsmv 1 ropona denepansHoro 3HadeHuss CeBacTONONS Ha IIePEeXOJHBIH eproa” (¢ M3MCHEHHSIMH 1
nonoiHeHusamu). (2014, 2 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://base.garant.ru/70626852/#block_136#ixzz4L06Fc7LG

denepanbHbIil 3aKOH O BHECCHMH W3MeHeHHMH B ctatbu 6 u 30 ¢enepanbHoro 3akoHa «O TrpakTaHCTBE
Poccuiickoit ®enepaun» U OTHCIbHBIC 3aKOHOJATENbHBIC akThl Poccuiickoit ®@enepauuu. (2014, 28 May).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_163689/

OenepanbHBIi 3aKOH O BHECCHHH W3MEHEHHH B (QenepanbHblii 3akoH "O 1paBOBOM  IOJIOXKCHUH
HHOCTpaHHBIX Tpaxaan B Poccuiickoit @enepaunu”. (2014, 16 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.fms.gov.ru/documentation/860/details/108671/

@enepansHbiil 3aK0H Poccuiickoit ®@enepanuun. (2013, 28 December). N 433-®3 "O BHeCeHHWH M3MEHEHHS B
VTronoBHBIH KOJEKC Poccuiickoit Denepanun". Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_156577/

DenepanbHbIil KOHCTUTYIHOHHBIN 3aK0H N 6-DK3 "O mopsake npusstus B Poccuiickyro @enepariuio u
00pa3oBaHus B €¢ COCTaBe HOBOTO cyobekTa Poccuiickoit ®enepanmu”. (2001, 17 December). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_34452/

®DenepanbHblii KOHCTUTYHHOHHBIN 3akoH Poccuiickoit @enepammu N 6-OK3 "O mpunstun B Poccuiickyro
Oenepannio  Pecnyomukn Kpeim u oOpazoBaHum B cocraBe Poccmiickoit demepanuynt HOBBIX CYOBEKTOB
Pecriy6muku Kpsim u ropona ¢denepansroro 3uauenunsi Cesacronons” (2014, 21 March). Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://pravo.gov.ru/proxy/ips/?docbody=&nd=102171897

DenepanbHbId COMCOK dKCTpeMucTckux matepuanos. (2015, 28 April). Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.rg.ru/2015/04/28/ekstremizm-dok.html

denopos, A. B. (1999). IIpasosoii cmamyc Kpvima. Ipasosoii cmamyc Ceeacmononsi. Mocksa: M3n-so MI'Y:
10, quoted in

Dpusopenko, A.(2015, 27 February). Cuntats no-pyccku. Buetunss roprosist Kpeiva — 6e3 EC u YkpauHbl.
Toccrar. European Truth. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/experts/2015/02/27/7031354/

OCB mpoBena 00BICK B IOM€ YKparHCKOTo akTuBuCcTa B KppiMy. (2015, 7 May). Gordon.com. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://gordonua.com/news/crimea/fsh-provelo-obysk-v-dome-ukrainskogo-aktivista-v-krymu--
79717.html

Xam, E. A. (1997). Onexropanbnas reorpadus Kpsima (1o pesynsraram BEIOOpoB B 1994 1.). Vuenvie 3anucku
Cumghepononvckoeo cocyoapcmsennozo yHusepcumema, 3(42), 83 - 95

Xan, E. A. (2003). M3buparenpHas cucteMa Kak DJIEMEHT JJICKTOPAIbHONW HHXEHEPHU. YueHvle 3anucku

Taepuueckoeo HayuonanvHoz2o yHusepcumema um. B.H. Bepnaockozo. Cepus "Ilomumuueckue nayku" 16(1):
133- 145.

355



Xamnaes B.B. (2015). 'ocynapcTBeHHOE yIpaBieHHE H 'MECTHOE CaMOYIIpaBiIeHNe' B BU3AHTHICKOM X EepCOHE BO
BTOpOit onoBute 1X—X Beke, Arvmanax "KPbIM" (3), 27 - 45.

Xasmu P.1. (2015). Konuenuus KyabTypHO-HAIIOHAIBHOM aBTOHOMHUH BpeMeHHOro KpbIMcKkoro
Mycyasmanckoro Komurera u Tatapckoit [laptuu (1917-1918 rr.). FOpuouynuii naykosuti enekmpoHHul
arcypuan. (3): 37 - 39.

Xpam VTIII Kuesckoro nmarpuapxara B IlepeBanbHoM oToOpaiu. B ubto mons3y? (2016, 1 June). Kpwsim. Peanuu.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://ru.krymr.com/a/25406300.html

Xpomos, K.(2009). [TpaBnenus xanoB B Kpeivckom Yiyce 3omotoit Opaet B 1419—-1422 rr. 1o
HYMHU3MaTHYECKUM JaHHBIM. [cmopuro-eeoepagiuni docnioxncents 6 Yrpaini: 367.

MUK Ykpaunsl: mposeaeHue pepeperayma B Kppimy HeBo3moxHo. (2014, 3 March). TASS. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://itar-tass.com/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/1018166

Yy06apoB TpebyeT yroJIOBHOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTH ISl WICHOB TypelKoi neseranuu B Kpeimy. (2016, 25
November). PHA Kpwiu. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://crimea.ria.ru/politics/20161125/1108154181.html

Yy6apos: Hosa "Koncruryuis Kpumy" HempwuiinsTHa uisi kpuMmcbkux tatap”. (2014, 11 April). 5 Channel.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://rfe.5.ua/okypaciya-krimy/chubarov-nova-konstytutsiia-krymu-
nepryiniatna-dlia-krymskykh-tatar-52565.html

ey A.B. SIxoBieB A.H. (2012). 'eorpadust connokynbTypHbIX poTHBOpeunii B Kpeimy (2006-2010 r.r.).
Teononumuxa u sxoeeodunamuxa pecuornos, 8(1-2), 110 - 124

IIsen, A. B. (2008). IlacmopTu3amusi COIMOKYJIBTYpHBIX HpoTuBOopeunii B KpbiMy. [eononumuka u
aKozeoouHamuka pecuonos, 4(1-2): 72 - 80.

IBen, A. b., & Skosnes, A. H. (2011). HekoTopbie 0cOOEHHOCTH TeOTrpapuuecKOoro U3y4eHHs Pe30HAHCHBIX
CllyyaeB BaHIanu3Ma B coBpeMeHHOM KpbiMy. Vuensie sanucku THY, cepus: 2eoepagus, 24(63), 267-277.

Isen, A. b., begnapckwuii, U. I'., & SIxoBnes, A. H. (2005). [IposBieHus: cCONNOKYIBTYPHOH KOHQIUKTHOCTH B
Kpoimy. Ilpobaemsr mamepuanshoti kynemypel. I eocpaguueckue Hayru, 73, 165 - 176

DnexTpryecTBo 3aaHuM unciom. (2015, 2 January). Rossiyskaya Gazeta. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
https://www.gazeta.ru/business/2014/12/31/6365657.shtml

DueprobezonacHocts Kprima o6oiinercs moutu B 177 mupx pyoueit. (2014, 7 July). RosBalt. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.rosbalt.ru/russia/2014/07/07/1288937.html

TO1eHKo yxe penni, KTo BO3IIIaBUT KPBIMCKHU mapiaMeHT u npasutenscTtso. (2006, 10 May). NovoCrimea.Ru.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://novocrimea.ru/crimea/66341.html

SlxoeneB, A. H. (2008). TeppuropuanbHsie (HOPMBI JOKAUTU3AIMNA COUUOKYIBTYPHBIX TPOTUBOPEUHA B
coBpemennoM Kpeimy. [eononumuka u sxoceoounamuxa pecuonos. (1-2): 112 - 116.

Slkosnes, A. H. (2010). Penurno3usiii ¢pakTop MEKITHOKOH()ECCHOHATBHOW KOHMIMKTHOCTH B COBPEMCHHOM
KpbiMy. Drarnsl pazsutust, Jokanusaus. Yuensie sanucku THY, cepus «eoepagus, 22(61): 288- 296.

SkoBnes, A. H. (2010). Tums! B3anMo1eHCTBUSI KOHQIUKTYIOIIMX CTOPOH B COIMOKYJIbTYPHONH KOH(IMKTHOCTH
cospemennoro Kpeva. YVuenoie sanucku THY. Cepus: 2eoepagpus, 23(62), 185-196.

SuykoBud MoxeT nocetuts bproccerns 20 oktsOpst - Jleoukun. (2011, 17 October). UNIAN. Retrieved February
1, 2017, from https://ria.ru/world/20111017/462573918.html

356



UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE SOURCES

Bepxosna Pana ckacyBaia 3akoH npo MoBu aBropcrBa KiBanosa-Konecnivenka. (2014, 23 February).
Vkpaincora Ipasoa. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2014/02/23/7015948/

Bepxosna Paga Ykpainn yxsamuina 3akoH "I[Ipo BU3HaHHS TakuM, 1[0 BTPATHB YHHHICTE, 3akoHy Ykpainu "TIpo
3acaju aepkaBHOi MoBHOT nomituku". (2014, 23 February). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://rada.gov.ua/news/Novyny/Povidomlennya/88068.html

Bepxosua Pama VYkpainum. (1993, 2 July). ITocranoBa BepxoBHoi Pamu Vkpainum "Ilpo OCHOBHI HampsMu
30BHIIHKOI moniTuky Ykpainu". Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3360-12.

BepxoBna Paga Vkpainu. [loiMeHHe TonocyBaHHS HpO MOBEPHEHHS OO0 po3rigy mpoekry [locrtanoBu mpo
Pexomenparii mapiaMeHTChKHX ClyxaHb Ha TeMy: "Ctparteris peinTerpaimii B YKpaiHy THMYacoBO OKYIIOBAaHOL
teputopii ABroHomHOi PecmyOmiku Kpum ta micra CeBacTomonb: MpoOJIEMHI NMHTaHHA, NUIIXH, METOIU Ta
criocoon" (2016, 22 September). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://wl.cl.rada.gov.ua/pls/radan_gs09/ns_golos?g_id=8783

JepxaBua Mirpauiiina Ciyx0a Vkpainu. [Hdopmariiss 1jst rpoMajsiH, siKi MPOXUBaKOTH (3apeecTpoBaHi) Ha
teputopii Kpumcskoro miBoctposa. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://dmsu.gov.ua/informatsiya-dlya-
krimchan;

3akoH VYkpaiau "[Ipo BigHOBIEHHS mpaB o0ci0, NEMOPTOBAaHMX 3a HALIOHAIBHOK O3HaKkor". (2014).
http://zakon1.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1223-18

3akoH Ykpainu "IIpo BHeceHHs 3MiH 110 3akoHy Ykpainu "IIpo [depxaBHuii Oromxer Ykpainu Ha 2012 pik".
(2012, 22 June). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://zakon5.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/5022-17

3akoH Ykpainu "IIpo BHeceHHs 3MiH 10 KoHerurymii Ykpainu" (2005). Art.44. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2222-15

3akoH Ykpainu "[Ipo 3abe3neueHHs mpaB i CBOOOA rPOMAIsH Ta MPABOBUH PEKUM Ha THMYACOBO OKYIIOBaHIH
TepuTOpil Vkpainn". (2014, 15 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1207-18

3akon VYkpainu "Tlpo HamioHaneHi MeHmwman B Ykpaini”. (1992). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon1.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2494-12?test=4/UMfPEGznhhY A4.ZitvBb5ZH141ws80msh8le6

3akon Ykpainu "Ilpo momitnuni maprii B Ykpaiui". (2001, 5 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2365-14¢

Ka6iner MinictpiB Ykpaiuu. (2015, 16 December). I[Tocranosa Kabinery MinictpiB Ykpainu Ne 1035 "TIpo
00Me)XEHHSI TOCTABOK OKPEMHX TOBapiB (poOiT, MOCIyr) 3 THMYACOBO OKYHOBAHOI TEPHUTOPIi Ha iHIIY TEPUTOPIt0
Vkpainu ta/abo 3 iHII01 TepuTopii YKpaiHu Ha THMYAcOBO OKymoBaHy Teputopito". Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/uk/cardnpd?docid=248714822

Ka6iner MinictpiB Ykpainu. [ToctanoBa Ne 289 TlIpo 3arBepmxenHs [lopsaky ohopMIIeHHS TOKYMEHTIB, IO
HiATBEP/DKYIOTh TPOMAASHCTBO YKpaiHH, MOCBiA4yIOTH 0ocoOy uM ii cremialbHUi cTaTyc, rpoMaisHaMm, sKi
MPOXXHBAIOTh HA THMYAaCOBO OKyMoBaHiil Teputopii Ykpainu (2014, 4 June). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/289-2014-%D0%BF

Ka6iner MinictpiB Ykpainu. [Tocranosa Ne367 IIpo 3atBepmxenns [Topsiiky B’131y Ha THMYACOBO OKYIIOBaHY
TepuTOpiro YKpainu Ta Bui3ay 3 Hei. (2015, 4 June). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/367-2015-%D0%BF.

KaGiner MinictpiB Vkpainu. Ypsmosuii [Topran. (2013, 21 November) Ypsa npuiiHsas po3nopskKeHHs IIpo

NPU3YNUHEHHS  IpoLlecy  MiArOTOBKM A0  yKiajaHHs  Yroau  mpo  acomiamito 3 €C.
http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/uk/publish/article?art_id=246864953&cat_id=244276429

357



Kongpariok, I'. M. (2012). ETHokoHbeciiiHa moniTHKa 1010 MycyabMad Kpumy B MixkBoeHHy 100y (20-30-Ti
poxu XX cronitts). Haykosuii gicnux Muxonaiscokoco HayionanbHozo YHieepcumemy imeni BO
Cyxomnuncovroeo. Cep.: Icmopuuni nayxu, 33, 140-147.

Kpumcrkuii couiym: Jlinii moainy ta nepcnektuBu koHcomigaunii. (2009). Hayionanvna 6e3nexa i 06opona
5(109): 3 - 4.

MoBHui 3aK0H omy6uikoBaHuii i HabyB uynHHOCTI. (2012, 10 August). Vkpaincvka Ilpasoa. Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2012/08/10/6970579/

Omno3zuuis mignucana 3 SIHyKoBHYeM yroay mnpo nojonasss kpusu. (2014, 21 February). Radio Svoboda.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/25272405.html

TloconbeTBo Ykpainu B Typenskiit PecryGuini. (2016, 10 March). CrineHa Jleknapariist 3a pe3yibraTaMu
IT'sroro 3acizanns CtpaTerignoi paau BUCOKOTo piBHA MK YkpaiHoto i Typernpkoro PecryGuikoro. Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://turkey.mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/news/45521-spilyna-deklaracija-za-rezulytatami-
pjatogo-zasidannya-strategichnoji-radi-visokogo-rivnya-mizh-ukrajinoju-i-turecykoju-respublikoju

TloconbcTBo Ykpainu B Typeuskiil PecryGurini. (2016, 24 November). TTpec-peii3 mo/10 He3aKOHHHX Bi3UTIB
JeSKUX TPOMAISIH Ta CyJeH Ha THMYACOBO OKYIOBaHi TepUTOpii YKpainu (aHrifcsko0 MoBo). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://turkey.mfa.gov.ua/ua/press-center/news/52651-pres-reliz-shhodo-nezakonnih-
vizitiv-dejakih-gromadyan-ta-suden-na-timchasovo-okupopvani-teritoriji-ukrajini-anglijsykoju-movoju

ITocranosa "IIpo 3atBepmxenHs [lopsaky opopMIeHHS JOKYMEHTIB, IO MiATBEPHKYIOTh TPOMAISTHCTBO
Ykpainu, mocBiAUyIOTh 0CO0Y UM ii crierianbHUi cTaTyc, TpOMaIsHaM, sKi IPOKUBAIOTH HA TUMYACOBO
OKymnoBaHiii Teputopii Ykpaiau'". (2014, 4 June). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/289-2014-%D0%BF.

"PeepenaymM" y KpEUMCHKOTATAPChKUX MackBax y baxuucapai 3ipsanuii — Ymepos. (2014, 16 March). Radio
Freedom. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/25298474.html

Pocistau Ta ykpainni — 1ie o1uH Hapo[ (COMiOKYIBTYpHA CIIUIBHOTA) UM /1B Pi3Hi HapoAnu? (OMUTYBaHHSA B
Kpumy). (2009). Lentp Pazymrosa. Couionoriuni onuryBanss. Perionn. Kpum. Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from http://razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=471

VYrona mix YkpaiHoto Ta Pocifickkoro ®@enepartieto 3 nutans nepedyBanas YopHomopcbkoro ¢ioty Pocilicekoi
@epeparii Ha Tepuropii Ykpainu (ykp/poc). (2010, 27 April). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/643_359?test=4/UMfPEGznhhY A4.ZitvBb5ZH141ws80msh8le6

Va3 Ipesunenra Ykpaiuu "[Ipo Konmenitiro 60pots6u 3 Tepopusmom”. (2013, 25 April). Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://zakon3.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/230/2013

Llentp PasymxoBa. Tpemuna xpumuan ue cnpuiimatoms Yrpainy sk Bamexiewuny. (2008, 19 December).
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.uceps.org/ukr/expert.php?news_id=1014

Lentp PasymkxoBa. Yu 3200mi Bu 3 meepoxcennsam, wo Hacenewus AP Kpum nidoaemvcs HacunbHUybKitl
ykpainizayii?  (onumyeannsi ¢  Kpumy).  (2008). Retrieved  February 1, 2017, from
http://www.razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=401

Lentp PasymkxoBa. Yu niompumanu 6 Bu 3anpoeadoicenna 6 YKpaini incmumymy noo8itiHo2o pomMadsaHcmea?
(onumyeannss ¢  Kpumy,  eixoeuti  posnooin). (2008).  Retrieved February 1, 2017, from
http://www.razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=744

Lentp PasymkoBa. ki 3MI € ona Bac eonosuum Oogicepenom ingpopmayii npo nodii' y Kpumy? (onumyeanmns &
Kpumy) (2009). Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=729

Uentp PasymkoBa. Sky mogy Bu eésascaeme pionoio? (onumysanns ¢ Kpumy). (2008). Retrieved February 1,
2017, from http://www.razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=395

IOpiit SIkumenko. (2008, 19 December). 32% sxutenie Kpumy cxuibHi g0 cenaparusmy. Llenmp Paszymkosa.
Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.uceps.org/ukr/expert.php?news_id=1015

358



TURKISH LANGUAGE SOURCES

Disisleri Bakanligi Sézciisi Tanju Bilgi¢’in 18 Eylil 2016 Tarihinde Gergeklestirilen Rusya Federasyonu Devlet
Dumasi Segimlerinin Kirim’da da Yapilmasina iliskin Bir Soruya Cevabi. (2016, 23 September). Retrieved
February 1, 2017, from http://www.mfa.gov.tr/sc-34_-23-eylul-2016_-disisleri-bakanligi-sozcusu-tanju-bilgic_in-
8-eylul-2016-tarihinde-gerceklestirilen-rusya-federasyonu-de.tr.mfa

Eskisehir Kirim Dernegi. Facebook page, Retrieved February 1, 2017,
from  https://www.facebook.com/Eskisehirsporfan/photos/a.10152453109569631.1073741830.7917399630/10
153268084909631/?type=1&theater

Istanbul’da Devletlerarasi Kirim, Siirgiin Ve Ismail Bey Gaspirali Kongresi. (2015, 18 May). Retrieved February
1, 2017, from http://www.turkasi.net/istanbulda-devletlerarasi-kirim-surgun-ve-ismail-bey-gaspirali-kongresi/

Miistakil Sanayici ve Isadamlar1 Dernegi. (2015, 6 May, 2015). Kurim ile Alakali Yayimlanan Asilsiz Haberler
Hakkinda Agiklama. Retrieved February 1, 2017, from http://www.musiad.org.tr/tr-tr/dis-iliskiler/kirim-ile-
alakali-yayinlanan-asilsiz-haberler-hakkinda-aciklama

THE LIST OF THE INTERVIEWS

Interview with the 25-year old Crimean Tatar activist, living in Turkey. (2016, 26 October). Ankara.
Interview with the Crimean employed in Kyiv. (2016, 27 October). Kyiv.

Interview with the Crimean entrepreneur living in Kyiv. (2016, 18 October). Simferopol.

Interview with the Crimean Tatar activist living in Turkey. (2016, 21 October). Ankara.

Interview with the Crimean Tatar activist. (2016, 1 November). Istanbul.

Interview with the Crimean Tatar activist. (2016, 26 October). Ankara.

Interview with the Crimean Tatar student living in Turkey. (2016, 12 November). Ankara.

Interview with the entrepreneur from Simferopol. (2016, 18 October). Kyiv.

Interview with the faculty member of one of the Crimean universities. (2016, 27 October). Simferopol.
Interview with the nurse of the city hospital of Dzhankoy. (2016, 2 February). Dzhankoy.

Interview with the official of one of the Crimean universities. (2016, 5 February). Simferopol.
Interview with the retired couple from Kerch, Crimea. (2016, 1 February). Kerch.

Interview with the Russian journalist from Simferopol. (2016, 20 October). Simferopol.

Interview with the Russian journalist from Simferopol. (2016, 22 October). Simferopol.

Interview with the Russia-oriented Crimean living in Simferopol. (2016, 18 October). Simferopol

359



APPENDICES

A. CURRICULUM VITAE

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Surname, Name: Demydova, Viktoriia

Nationality: Ukrainian (UA)

Date and Place of Birth: 18 July, 1985, Kerch (Ukraine)
Marital Status: Single

Phone: +90 507 034 56 61

email: demydovav@gmail.com

EDUCATION
Degree Institution Year of Graduation
MA METU Eurasian Studies 2010
MA Taurida National V.l. Vernadsky
University (Simferopol) Political | 2007
Science
BS Taurida National V.I. Vernadsky | 2006
University (Simferopol) Political
Science
High School Kerch Secondary School #12 2002

WORK EXPERIENCE
Year Place Enrollment

2007 - 2008 Crimean State University of Humanities Teaching Assistant
(Yalta, Ukraine)

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Advanced English, Fluent Turkish, Russian, Ukrainian

PUBLICATIONS

DEMYDOVA, Viktoriia, "Crimean Crisis 2014: Domestic Implications"”, Journal of Central
Asian and Caucasian Studies, Vol.9, N0.19 (June 2015), pp.49 - 78 .

DEMYDOVA, Viktoriia, “Nation Building and the Rise of Nationalism in Russia under
V.Putin”, Ethnicity and Power: Collective Memory and the Identity Construction
Techniques, XII International Seminar Materials, 20 - 25 May, 2013, Yalta; Sevastopol:
Veber, 2013, pp. 113 - 116.

360




OZDAL, Habibe and Viktoriia DEMYDOVA, “Turkey-Ukraine Relations: High Potential,
Low Voltage”, USAK Policy Brief, No.3, International Strategic Research Organization,
Center for Eurasian Studies, December 2011, (published in English and Turkish).

DEMYDOVA Viktoriia, Book review: Eduard Batalov, Victoria Zhuravleva and Kseniya
Khozinskaya “Growling Bear” on the “Wild East”. Images of Contemporary Russia in the
Works of the American Authors: 1992 - 2007 (“Peryamiuii Mmeasens” Ha “mukoM BocToke”.
O06pa3bl coBpeMeHHON Poccum B pabotax amepukaHckux aBTopoB: 1992 — 20077), Moscow,
The Russian Academy of Sciences, Institute of the United States and Canada, 2009 in Orta
Asya ve Kafkasya Arastirmalari, No. (2012), USAK.

DEMYDOVA Viktoriia, The Rise of Russian Nationalism under Vladimir Putin: 2000-2008,

Middle East Technical University, Graduate School of Social Sciences, MA Thesis, Ankara,
2010.

361



B. TURKISH SUMMARY/ TURKCE OZET

Bu ¢alisma, 2014 Kirim krizini, bagka bir deyisle Kasim 2013'te Kiev'de baslayan
EuroMaidan, takiben Kirim'da Anti-Maidan ve sonug¢ olarak bagimsizlik ilan1 ve
referandum yoluyla Rusya ile Kirim’in birlesmesi konularmi kapsamaktadir. Ayni
zamanda, bu analizin 6nemli bir 6n sartt1 olan Kirim'daki tarihi gelismeler de
tartistlmaktadir. Kirim'da ilk yerlesim yerleri tartigmasiyla baslarken, Kirim
tarihindeki Kirim Hanhign ve Rusya Imparatorlugu dénemlerine 6zel &nem
verilmistir. Ayrica, Sovyet donemi analiz edilmis ve bunu takiben Sovyetler
Birligi'nin dagilmasindan sonraki siyasi ve etnik dinamikler daha detayl
incelenmistir. Ek olarak, Ukrayna'daki uzun siiren siyasi ¢atismanin bir baglami ve
itici giici olarak, uluslararasi baglam incelenmektedir. AB, NATO ve Gilimriik
Birligi ile Rusya'nin, Ukrayna'nin i¢ karmasalarini tehlikeye atan faktorler olarak
oynadigr role oOnemli bir yer verilmektedir. Dahasi, 2014 yilindaki statii
degisikliginden sonra Kirim'daki gelismelere deginilmesi gerekli goriilmiistir. Bu
nedenle, iki tarihsel boliimiin tezin i¢ine dahil edilmesine ragmen arastirmamin
odaginda olan zaman periyodu 2014 - 2016 yillar1 arasidir. Tez, Anti-Maidan ve Rus
istilast sonucundan sorumlu olarak goriilen Kirim'daki (siyasi, ekonomik, etnik
gruplararasi) gelismeleri sunmayi amagliyor. Bolge arastirmalari yaklasimi ve
neoklasik gergekgilik kullanilarak, bolgenin ayrilisinda Kirim elitlerinin rolii {izerine

yogunlagilmistir.

Kirim Ozerk Cumbhuriyeti her zaman Ukrayna'nin 'Rusya yanlist' bolgesi olmustur.
Bu, niifusunun etnik yapisindaki Ruslarin oranindan, Rus dilinin statiisiinden,
se¢men davranisindan ve Rus filosunun iissii olarak Sivastopol'iin 6zel 6neminden
anlasilabilir.Bu nedenle, Kirim referandumunun agiklamasi ve Rus istilasinin sonucu
olarak ortaya c¢ikan degisiklikler yetersizdir. Bu c¢aligma, Kirim'm siyasi
kurumlarinin, seckinlerin, devlet - toplum iliskilerinin, ideoloji ve milliyetgilik
sOyleminin rolii ve kaynak g¢ikarma mekanizmalarinin siyasi kriz sirasinda 6zerk
cumhuriyetin se¢imlerini nasil etkiledigi konusundaki sorular1 yanitlamayi

amaglamaktadir. Bu tez, 1991 yilindan bu yana Kirim'daki i¢ dinamiklere ve bu
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dinamiklerin Kirimlilarin ayrilarak Subat - Nisan 2014'te Rusya Federasyonu'nun bir

parcast haline gelme arzusuna etkilerine 1s1k tutacaktir.

Bu tez, Kirim krizinin ve Kirim'm ihakinin ve bu ilhak sonrasinda yasanan
gelismelerin Kiev ve Moskova'nin dis politikalarina istinaden agiklanabilecegini
iddia eden bazi uzmanlarin goriislerinin aksine, tarihi, sosyal, kiiltiirel, politik ve
ekonomik formdaki yerel bolgesel dinamiklerin Ukrayna krizinin patlak vermesi ve
gelismesinde belirleyici bir rol oynadigmmi iddia eder. Bu c¢aligmada, bolge
caligmalar1 yaklagimindan yararlaniliyor olsa da, Kirim krizinin analizine yonelik
geleneksel uluslararasi iligkiler yaklagimlar1 arasindan neoklasik gercekgiligin
yetersizligine ragmen davanin incelenmesi i¢in gerekli analitik araglari sagladig

savunulmaktadir.

Yukarida tartisilan literatiire dayanarak iddianin kaniti sunulmaktadir. Tarihsel
boliimde, etnik yapinin ve gili¢ yapilarinin olusumuna ve Rusya Federasyonu'nun
bolgedeki rolune dikkat cekilmektedir. Ayrica, Kirim'daki segkinlerin olusumu ve
ana ¢ikar gruplari, Ukraynali yetkililerle olan baglantilar1 ele alinmistir. Tezin odag,
ayriilma siirecinde elitlerin rolii ve sdylemleridir. Bununla birlikte, Kirim'daki ayrilik
sonrast gelismeleri analiz eden bolimler de temel argiimani desteklemektedir ve
2014 sonrast Kirim'da Rus politikalarmin Oncelikli olarak elitlerin, devlet
adamlarmin yeniden yapilandirilmasimi ve Kirim'in Rusya ile birlesmesine kars:

koyan bu gruplarin roliinii en aza indirmeyi hedefledigini belirtmektedir.

Tezde oncelikle belgesel arastirma ve saha g¢alismasi kullanilmaktadir. Belgesel
arastirma, resmi istatistiklerin, resmi belgelerin ve mevzuatin ¢alisilmasin
icermektedir. Bunlardan birincisi, Rusya Federasyonu Anayasasi (1993), Ukrayna
Anayasasi (1996) ve Kirim Anayasasi (1998) analizlerini igermektedir. Ayrica, tezde
secim ve referandum sonuclarinin yani sira demografik, ekonomik ve sosyal istatistik
verileri de kullanilmaktadir. Bunun yami sira, bu arastirmada baskanlarin ozel
kararnameleri ve yasa tasarilari, parlamentolarin kanunlar1 incelenmistir. Belgelerin
dilleri Rus¢a ve Ukraynaca'dir. Belgesel arastirmanin bir diger kismini Avrupa

Komisyonu, NATO, BM Giivenlik Konseyi ve diger uluslararasi kuruluslar ve
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aktorlerin resmi belgeleri olusturmaktadir. Bu kaynak yiginina ise Ingilizce dilinde
erisilmigtir. Tim bunlar ve saha aragtirmasi incelemenin ana kaynaklarin

olusturmaktadir.

Saha arastirmalart Ocak - Subat 2016 tarihlerinde Kirim'da ve Ekim - Kasim 2016
tarihlerinde Ankara'da gergeklestirilmistir. Ruslar, Kirim Tatarlar1 ve Ukraynalilar,
siradan insanlar ve aktivistler ile yar1 yapilandirilmis derinlemesine milakatlar
icermektedir. Mulakatlara katilanlar, gatekeeper’larin arabulucu roliyle uygun ve

amagcli 6rnekleme yardimai ile se¢ilmistir.

Gortistilen iki miilakat grubu icin iki ayr1 soru seti vardir. Kirim'da ikamet eden
(Simferopol ve Ker¢) Rus, Ukrayna ve Kirim Tatar etnik gruplarindan siradan
insanlarla yapilan yar1 yapilandirilmis derinlemesine miilakatlar saha calismasinin
ikinci boliimiini olusturmaktadir. Miilakatlarin sorular1 su konular1 kapsamaktadir:
0zgeemis; dil yeterligi; meslek; 1954 yilinda Kirim'in Ukrayna Sovyet Sosyalist
Cumbhuriyeti'ne devredilmesinin degerlendirilmesi; Ukrayna'ya bagli bulunan
Kirim'in  1991'den beri gelisimi ve Rusya Federasyonu'nun Kirim'in siyasi
hayatindaki rolii; boélgenin ayrilmasini belirleyen faktorler; Kirim'da karar alma
stirecinden sorumlu aktorler; Rusya Federasyonu ile birlesmesinden sonra Kirim'da
i¢ ve dis dinamikler; uluslararasi baglamin yani sira siyasi siireclerin ve yasam
standartlarinin  degerlendirilmesi; yasam standartlar1 ve yasam kaliplarindaki

degisiklikler. Miilakatlarin dili Rusca olmustur.

Ayrica, aktivistlerle yapilan miilakatlarda, Kirim'daki ve bunun yani sira disardaki
(Herson, Kiev, Lviv, Turkiye) aktivist hareketlerin en ylksek duzeyi; mevcut
teskilatlar; faaliyetler ve ana yayin organlari; Rus hiikiimetinin uyumsuz faaliyetleri
durdurmaya yonelik onlemleri ile ilgili sorular da yer almaktaydi. Son olarak,
mulakatlar yardimiyla toplanan veriler, bolgelerdeki alan gozlemlerinden elde edilen
verilerle biitiinlestirilmistir. Vakanin arastirma alani ii¢ etnik grubun ikamet ettigi
Kirnim'dir. Vatandashigin ve pasaportlarin elde edilmesi, araglarin yeniden kaydi ve
tibbi sigorta prosediirleri hakkindaki sorunlar; elektrik ve su temini sorunlari; sinir ve

ulagim sorunlari; egitim kurumlarmin isleyisi; Kirim halkinin Kirim digina taginmast;
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giinliik hayat ve mal ve hizmet tedarikindeki sorunlar ele alinmigtir. Miilakata katilan
kisiler, bu arastirmaya anonim olarak katilmay1 nazik¢e kabul etmislerdir. Miilakat
igerigi, ses kayitlar1 ve sorularin yazili cevaplar1 olarak saklanmaktadir ve yazarla

temasa gegilerek erisilebilmektedir.

Aragtirmanin teorik altyapisi neoklasik gergekgiliktir. Kirim seckinlerinin ve siyasete
yon verenlerin, siyasal kurumlarin, bunlarin toplumla olan iligkilerinin, ideoloji ve
devlet tarafindan desteklenen milliyet¢iligin, Kirim toplumunda mevcut kaynaklarin
cikarilmast mekanizmalarinin rollerinin boélgenin ayrilmasi siirecini anlamaya
yarayan analizi, disiplinleraras1 alan yaklagimi olmaksizin tamamlanmis
olmayacaktir. Neoklasik gergekgilik, bagimsiz degisken (uluslararasi sistem ve
kisitlamalar), ara degisken (devlet kurumlari, devlet ve toplum arasindaki iliski,
ideoloji, algilamalar) ve bagimli degisken (devletin dis politikasi) iizerinde
yogunlastig1 slirece Kirim iizerine yapilan arastirmalara en iyi sekilde uymaktadir.
Neoklasik gergekeiligin, gercekei ve yeni-gercekei yaklasimlarla karsilagtirildiginda
ayirt edici Ozelligi, neoklasik gergekci akademisyenlerin devletin miidahil roliine
ozel bir onem vermeleridir. Ozellikle, devletlerin i¢ Kkarakteristiklerinin - siyasi-
askeri kurumlarin 6ziitleme ve mobilizasyon kapasitesi, yurt i¢i toplumsal aktorlerin
ve ¢ikar gruplarinin etkileri, devletin toplumdan 6zerkliginin derecesi ve seckin ya da
toplumsal uyum seviyesi - liderlerin uluslararasi tehdit ve firsatlar1 degerlendirmesi
ile liderlerin siirdiirdiigii gercek diplomatik, askeri ve dis ekonomi politikalar
arasinda neden, nasil ve hangi kosullar altinda miidahale ettiklerinin agiklanmasina
odaklanmislardir. Uluslararasi sistemin realist anlayisindaki kara kutu olan devlet, bir
taraftan ¢Ozlimlenmemis ve analiz edilmis ve sistematik tesvikler ve kisitlamalar
arasinda bir 'iletim kayisi'dir, diger taraftan devletlerin sectigi gercek diplomatik,

askeri ve dis ekonomi politikalaridir.

Neoklasik  gercekeiligin @+ ana  kosulu, devletlerin  uluslararast1  sistemin
istikrarsizliklarina ve belirsizliklerine yanit olarak dis gevresini kontrol etmeye ve
sekillendirmeye c¢alismasidir. Bu yaklasim, devletlerin daha fazla dis etkiye sahip
olmak istedigini savunmaktadir. Ayrica, bu yaklasimin savunuculari, lilkelerin sahip

olduklar1 maddi gii¢ kaynaklarmmin goreceli olarak miktarmin dis politikalarinin
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biiyiikliigiinii ve hirsin1 sekillendirecegini 6ngdrmektedir: gii¢lerinin artmasiyla
devletler yurtdisindan daha fazla niifuz artyor olacaklardir. Bununla birlikte, bu
faktorlerin analizini sistemik baski ile sinirlandirmak bir ihmaldir. Daha ziyade
uluslararasi iligkiler 6grencileri, sistem baskisinin birim diizeyinde degiskenler (karar
vericiler, ideoloji, devlet ile toplum arasindaki iligkiler) araciligiyla nasil iletildigini
incelemelidir. Dis politika arastirmalari, (devletlerin rekabet ettigi durumlarda)
sistemik ve alt sistemik gii¢ dengesi ile (toplumsal bloklarin rekabet ettigi yerlerde)
yerel glic dengesi iizerine odaklanir. Uluslararasi sistemdeki veya i¢ yerel arenadaki
degisimler, bliyiik giicleri tehdit etmektedir. Ayrica bolgesel giigler icin, alt
sistemdeki degisiklikler de tehdit yaratabilmektedir. Lobell tehditleri dort ayr tiirde
ayirt etmektedir: sistemik tehditler, alt sistemik tehditler, yerel tehditler (kokleri
devlet i¢i rekabettedir) ve ¢cok katmanli tehditler. Norrin M. Ripsman, eserinde yerel
cikar gruplarinin, hangi yerli aktorlerin hangi kosullarda en cok Onem tasidig
sorusunu yanitlamalar1 konusunun ayrintilari iizerinde durmaktadir. i¢ siyasi aktor
1s1g¢inda, arastirmact yasama, medya ve Orgiitlii c¢ikar gruplarin1 anlamaktadir.
Demokratik olmayan hiikiimetlerin bile askeri, ekonomik se¢kinleri ve hatta halki bir
biitiin olarak ele almalar1 gerektigini savunmaktadir. Mansfield ve Snyder'e gore, i¢
siyasal kurumlar ne kadar zayif olursa, demokratiklesen iilkeyi savasa gotiirecek
milliyetciligin ortaya ¢ikma ihtimali o kadar yiiksektir. Akademisyenlere gore
milliyetcilik, iki durumda ortaya ¢ikmaya egilimlidir. Bir yandan, siyasi kurumlarin
yoklugunda, toplumsal lider ulusalcr diistinceleri belirli bir eylem i¢in birlestirici giic
olarak kullanmaya meyillidir. Kurumlar ne kadar az olgunlasmis ise, liderligin
cagrilari o kadar fazla seferber etme etkisi tasimaktadir. ikinci husus, otoriter
rejimlerin dagilmasinin, yerli ¢ikar gruplarinin olast savastan kazang elde etme
girisimini tehdit etmesidir. Bu kosullar altinda, rejim toplum i¢inde daha biiytik bir
destek elde etmek i¢cin milliyetgilik cagrisi yapmak egilimindedir. Olgun
demokrasilerde vatandaglar toplumsal liderlerle ilgili bilgi edinmek ve se¢menleri

tatmin etmeyenleri cezalandirmak i¢in daha fazla firsata sahiplerdir.

Colin Dueck, siras1 geldiginde, bliyiik askeri miidahale ihtimaliyle karsit karsiya

kaldiklarinda, devlet liderlerinin genellikle devletin ulusal giivenlik ¢ikarlar1 olarak
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algiladiklar1 seylere danmigarak basladiklarini iddia etmektedir. Bu baglamda, i¢
politika miidahalenin baslica nedeni olarak degil, onun sekillendirilmesi {izerinde
giiclii bir etki yaratmasi agisindan onemlidir. Yapisal gercekcilik hayranlariyla
karsilastirildiginda, neoklasik gergekeiligin temsilcileri, sistemik baskinin kosullari
altinda dis politikanin sadece birime 6zgii degiskenlere bakilarak aciklanabilecegini
savunarak, ikinci ve Tlglincii imgeler arasindaki boslugu doldurmaktadirlar.
Dolayisiyla, bu yaklasimin savunucularina gore, elitlerin algilart ve i¢ politika
prizmasindan bakildig1 silirece dis politikanin agiklanmasinda sistematik baski en

onemli faktor olmaktadir.

Taliafero, yazisinda farkli elit ve ¢ikar gruplar arasindaki rekabetin kacinilmaz
olarak ortaya ¢iktigi diislincesiyle, bazi vakalarda uygulamak zor olsa da devletlerin
makul bir sekilde tutarli oldugunu varsaymaktadir. Akademisyene gore, sistemik
faktorlerin baskist altinda, tilke hiikiimeti iki farkli strateji - seferberlik ve ¢ikarma -
kullanabilmektedir. Seferberlik iki davranis bigimiyle temsil edilebilmektedir. Bir
taraftan devlet, ekonomik faaliyeti dogrudan kontrol edebilmekte ve kaynaklari
merkezilestirilmis  planlama, anahtar sektorlerin  veya belirli isletmelerin
kamulastirilmasi ve diger araglar vasitasiyla yeniden tahsis edebilmektedir. Ayrica,
ulkenin servetini arttirmak isteyen otorite, ekonomiye ve Ozellikle vergi toplama
islemlerine miidahale edebilmektedir. Hiikiimet, genis idari vasitalar iizerinden
yapilan harcamalar (dogrudan seferberlik) bigiminde veya devlet dis1 aktorlere
iretim arttirma tesviki olarak siibvansiyonlar ve imtiyazlar (dolayli seferberlik)
biciminde de olsa bu seferberlikler cercevesinde belirli siyasi ve ekonomik
kaynaklara yatirnrm yapmak zorundadir. Kaynak yaratma konusunda devlet,
toplumsal zenginligi vergilendirme, el koyma ve kamulastirma yoluyla dogrudan
askeri giice doniistirmektedir. Merkezilestirilmis ve yalitilmis devletler,
merkezsizlestirilmis ve kisitlanmis devletlerle karsilastirildiginda servet ¢ikariminda

daha fazla yetenege sahiptirler.

Ideoloji ve devlet destekli milliyetcilik, devlet iktidarmin diger iki bilesenidir. Genel
olarak, devlet milliyet¢iligi sosyal biitiinliigii ve bireylerin devletle 6zdeslesme

egilimini giivence altina alir; bu da, liderlerin, ulusal giivenlik hedefleri i¢in

367



topluluktan kaynak toplama ve seferber etme ¢abalarini kolaylastirir. Kaynaklarin
cikarilmasi ve seferber edilmesinde ideolojinin basarisi, icerigine ve elitlerin devletin

toplum ve ekonomi karsisindaki roliiyle ilgili uzlasmasina baghdir.

Tezin yapist ileriki ciimlelerde aciklandigr gibidir. Giris bolimii, arastirmanin
kapsamini ve amacini, arastirma sorusunu, argiimani, literatlir taramasini, arastirma
tasarim1 ve ydntembilimini ve ayn1 zamanda tez yapisini ele almaktadir. Ikinci
boliim, tezin teorik altyapisinin tartisilmasina adanmistir. Bu ¢alismada
degerlendirilen neoklasik realist yaklasim tanitilmistir. Son olarak, aragtirma alan
calismalar1 yaklagimiyla iligkilendirilmistir. Tezin ti¢lincli boliimi, yarimadadaki ilk
yerlesimlerden bu yana bolgedeki gelismelere odaklanan tarihsel boliimdiir. Ayri alt
boliimler, Kirim tarihindeki Kirim Tatar Hanlig1 ve Rus Imparatorlugu dénemlerini
tartigmaktadir. Ustelik bu bdliim, Sovyet hakimiyetinin ilk yillarinda Kirim'da 6zerk
cumhuriyetin kurulmasi, ¢cok sayida etnik gruplarin simir dist edilmesinin nedenleri
ve Kirim'n Ukrayna Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyeti'ne devredilmesi konularina
deginmektedir. Tarih tartismasinin mantiksal devami, dordiincii boliimde
tamamlanan Kirim'daki i¢ dinamiklerin analizidir. Tezin bu boliimiine, Kirim'daki
referandumla ilgili not ve cumhuriyeti ve Kiev ile olan iligkilerini sekillendiren
onemli belgelerle baslanmigtir. Kirim parlamentosunun roliine ozellikle dikkat
cekilmistir. Ayrica, 1996 Anayasasi ve Kirim'a getirdigi degisiklikler, se¢im
dinamikleri ve segkinlerin olusumu, iizerinde yogunlasilmistir. Bolgedeki ekonomi
analizi ve etnik gruplararasi iliskiler konularina énemli bir yer verilmistir. Tezin bir
sonraki bolimi, Kirim'in ayrilmasini belirleyen i¢ faktorlere 151k tutmaktadir. Bu
bolum, Kiev'deki EuroMaidan tartismasi, Kirim'da verilen karsiik ve kriz
donemindeki farkli etnik gruplarin tutumu ile baslamaktadir. Ayrica, Kirim
parlamentosu'nu ele gecirilmesinde, kontrol noktalarinin ve askeri iislerin
kontroliinde 'yesil adamlarin' rolii iizerinde durulmaktadir. Altinc1 boliim, buna bagh
olarak, Ukrayna ve Kirim krizlerinin uluslararast ¢evresinin incelenmesine
ayrilmistir. Boylece, Ukrayna'min AB, NATO ve Rusya ve Gilimrik Birligi ile
iliskileri, Ukraynalilarin farkli bagliliklar1 arasindaki catismanin 6n sarti olarak

gorulmektedir. Sonug¢ olarak, yedinci boliim, Rusya Federasyonu'yla birlesmeden
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sonra Kirim'da yasanan yerel gelismeleri aciklamaktadir: kurumsal olusumlar, yeni
atamalar ve yasal hiikiimler. Bu boliim ayrica cumhuriyetin baglica siyasi ve
ekonomik siirecleri hakkinda ayrint1 sunmaktadir. Son olarak, son béliim Kirim'in dis
iligkilerini, diger bir deyisle Moskova, Ukrayna, Rusya Federasyonu'nun diger
bolgeleri ve Tiirkiye ile olan iliskilerini ele almaktadir. Bu tezin sonug¢ boliimii,

yazarin arastirmasini ve bulgularin1 6zetlemektedir.

Bu c¢alisma, bolge calismalar1 disiplinlerarasi yaklagimin bolgeye uygulanmasini,
ozellikle de giclu yonlerini ve eksikliklerini gostermektedir. Kirim vakasi, ¢agdas
gelismeleri ve elitler sdylemini anlamak i¢in ¢ok Onemli olan kendi kimligini
olusturan bolgenin miikemmel bir akademik Ornegi gibi goriinmektedir. Bu tez,
Kirim krizinin ve Kirim'in ihakinin ve bu ilhak sonrasinda yasanan gelismelerin Kiev
ve Moskova'nin dis politikalarina istinaden agiklanabilecegini iddia eden bazi
uzmanlarin goriislerinin aksine, tarihi, sosyal, kultlirel, politik ve ekonomik formdaki
yerel bolgesel dinamiklerin Ukrayna krizinin patlak vermesi ve gelismesinde

belirleyici bir rol oynadigini iddia eder.

Bolgenin ilhaki ile sonuglanan Rusya'nin Kirim" isgalinin analizi, belirli sonuclara
ulagsmamizi1 saglamaktadir. Tezin ilk boliimiinde yazar, konunun tartisilmasinda
sinirlt oldugu degerlendirilen geleneksel uluslararasi iliskiler yaklagimlarini ele
almaktadir. Realist akademisyenler, ilerleyen boliimlerde de gosterildigi gibi, Rusya
Federasyonu tarafindan bolgenin askeri ilhaki gergegini kullanarak gergekei bir bakis
acisiyla Kirim krizini analiz etme egiliminde olsalar da, bu yaklasim vakayi
anlamada belirli kisitlamalar icermektedir. Her seyden dnce, ¢atismanin gelismesinde
yerel kurumlarm ve etnik gruplarin roliinii gosterememektedir. Kirim vakasini
inceleyen klasik realist, tarihinin, mevcut kurumlarin ve bunlarin yaninda devlet
olma tecriibesinin ve bolgenin Ukrayna hiikiimeti ile olan iligkilerinin tartisilmasini
da ihmal edecektir. Aslinda, bolgenin kendisi goz ardi edilecektir: oncelik, devlet
diizeyinde analize, diger bir deyisle Ukrayna siyasetinin tartisilmasina verilecektir.
Etnik catismanin 6nemi, Rus ve Kirim Tatar gruplari arasindaki c¢eliski ve
oncekilerin Kirim parlamentosundaki hakim konumu Kirim referandumunun

sonucunu belirledigi siirece ihmal edilemez.Ayrica, Ukrayna cumhurbaskaninin
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Subat 2014'te Rusya'ya kagmasi, Bagbakan Aksyonov'un ilhaktan kisa siire once
Kremlin ile goriismelerden sorumlu olarak atanmasina izin vermistir. Dahasi, devlet
uluslararas1 sistemde birincil aktor olarak goriiliirken, bolgeler gibi alt devlet
aktorleri azimsanmaktadir. Yine de, Kirim vakasinin gosterdigi gibi, bdlge

uluslararasi alanda ana aktorler arasindaki catismaya yol agan aktor olabilmektedir.

Ikinci olarak, kimlik meselesi, &zellikle de Kirim niifusunun gogunlugunun Rus
kimligi, Kirim't inceleyen realist akademisyenler tarafindan genellikle ihmal
edilmektedir. Bizce, Kirim'm 'Rus profili’, Bati kurumlarindan gelen tehdit
beklentileri ve tehdit algilart Rus kurumlariyla olan isbirligini tanimladig: siirece, bu
mesele de Kirim'mm ayrilmasina katkida bulunan faktorlerin listesine eklenmelidir.
Rusya Federasyonu gercekei kosullarda davrandiysa da cumhurbaskani Yanukovig
liberal manada AB ile isbirligi yapma egiliminde iken, kamusal yonelimlerin
yapilandirmaci analizi de eklenmelidir. Ayrica, Kirim siyasetgilerinin ideolojisi
(Kirim siyasi partileri zayif ideolojik platforma sahip olmakla birlikte, se¢imden kisa
siire oncesinde lider etrafinda sekillense de) hangi kurumlarin ve aktorlerin (yerli ve

yabanci) bir tehdit olarak algilandiginin altin1 agik¢a ¢izmektedir.

Liberalist yaklasim, Ukrayna-AB iliskilerinin genis capta tartisilmast ile istigal
ederken, ayn1 zamanda ideallestirilmemelidir. Her seyden 6nce, ekonomik bagimlilik
bakis agis1 perspektifinden, Kasim 2013'te ilan edilen Giimriik Birligi'ndeki mutlak
kazang arayigi fazla tahmin edilmemelidir. Liberal barig teorisi perspektifinden
bakildiginda, bu yaklasimim savunuculari kendilerini itibarsizlastiracaklardir.Istilanin
kendisi vatandaslarin korunmasini degil, daha ¢ok Karadeniz bolgesinin kontroliinii
gostermektedir. Kirim 6zerkligi Temmuz 2016'da yiiriirlikten kaldirildi. Elegtirel
teori akademisyeni Robert Cox, gii¢ hiyerarsisinin yon degistirdigini ve ayni
zamanda dis kontroliin bolgeye hiicum ettigini belirtmektedir. Ortaya ¢ikan bir diger
konu insan giivenligidir. Tezimin yedinci bdliimiinde gosterilecegi gibi, Kirim

Tatarlar1, Kirim'in statiisiiniin degismesine karsi ¢cok savunmasiz goriiniiyorlardi.

Kirim'in tartigilan vakasinda, toplumsal insacilik cesitli nedenlere bagl olarak

uygulanabilir gibi gériinmektedir. Rus dilinin rolii, diger bir deyisle anti-Maidan

370



sirasinda 2012 yilinda ¢ikarilan bolgesel dil yasasinin yiiriirliikten kaldirilmasi,
bélgenin Ukrayna'dan ayrilmasina neden olan faktorlerden biri gibi goriinmektedir.
Dilin sembolik degeri kadar pratik degeri de Kirim halki tarafindan ispat edilmistir.
Cesitli arastirmalarla gosterilmis olan niifusun Rus kimligi, Kirrm Ozerk
Cumhuriyeti parlamentosundaki partileri tanimlamaktadir. Dahasi, Kirim 1954'te
Ukrayna'nin bir parcasi haline gelmeden once Rusya Imparatorlugu ve Sovyetler
Birligi smirlarina baglilik Rus aksiyonlarinin yasalligimin gerekcelendirilmesinde
kullanilmistir. Dolayisiyla bu durum toplumsal insaciligi, bu tarz algilamalar Nisan
2014 referandumu sirasinda halkin se¢cim motivasyonuna doniistiigii 6l¢iide, konunun
analizinde degerli ve Onemli bir ara¢ haline getirmektedir. Ayrica, Rus politika
yapicilar1 tarafindan eski Sovyet alan1 ve Glimriik Birligi ile igbirligine zit tutulan
Ukrayna'nin Avrupa vektoriindeki uluslararast normlarin ve kurumlarin degeri,

ozellikle de daha umut verici bir segme algisini tanimlamistir.

Bununla birlikte, analiz bu yaklasimin Rusya'nin saldirganligi bakis agisina gore
eksikligini kanitlamaktadir. Toplumsal insacilik, Subat 2014'te 'yesil adamlarin'
Kirim'a girmesini agiklamakta basarisiz olmaktadir. Referandum sirecindeki oy
kullanma davraniginin analizinde refah ve yasam standartlar1 g6z ardi
edilemeyeceginden, Kirimlilarin bu tiir pragmatik giidiilerinin analiz edilmesinde de
yetersizdir. Dahasi, demokrasi teorileri ve kurumsal davranis bakis agisiyla,
Kirimlilar normlarmni igsellestirmekte basarisiz oldular ve bu nedenle, uluslararasi
olarak yasadist oldugu kabul goren referandumun tartisilmasinda bu yaklagim

yetersiz kalmistir.

Geleneksel uluslararas: iliskiler yaklasimlarinin analizi, 6zellikle Kirim vakasinda
oldugu gibi, vakalara uygulanabilir olan belirli sinirlamalar1 gosterdikleri sonucuna
varmaya izin vermektedir. Ayn1 zamanda, neoklasik realist yaklasim, Mart 2014'teki
Kirim krizinin incelenmesinde en gii¢lii ara¢ olarak goériilmektedir. Bu tez igin bu
yaklagimin degeri, Oncelikle ara degisken veya devlet kurumlari, devlet-toplum
iligkileri, yerli aktorler ve cikar gruplari, milliyetcilik ve ideoloji vurgusundadir.
Kirim'daki Rus istilasina iliskin sdylemler ve Rus dis politikasinin realist ve

neoklasik realist yaklasimlar yoniinden analizine ragmen, Kirim'in bakis agisindan
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neoklasik realist perspektifin vakayla ilgili literatiire 6nemli bir katki sagladigim
iddia ediyorum. Her ne kadar yakin c¢evresinde Rus c¢ikarlarini tehdit eden
uluslararas1 kosullar1 kabul etmek zorunda olsak da, sistem tesviklerini istedikleri
sekilde algilayan, ayrilma ve Rusya Federasyonu ile birlesme karari alanlar bizzat

Kirimm elitleridir.

Neoklasik realistler tarafindan sunulan yerli aktorlerin ve ¢ikar gruplarmin analizi,
birka¢ nedenden 6tiirii dikkate degerdir. Ilk olarak, Ukrayna kendini kurumlarin ve
siireclerin zayifligini, aktorlerin var olan normlara kars1 zayif baghliklarim
tanimlayan gecis doneminde bulmustur. Bu sorunlar, vatandaglarin giindem
tizerindeki zayif kontroliinii ve elestirel diisiinme eksikligi ile harmanlanan iilkedeki
siyasi durumla ilgili bilgi eksikligini tanimlamaktadir. Ikinci olarak, &zellikle Rus
dili sorunlariyla baglantili olarak Rus milliyet¢i sdyleminin kullanilmasi referanduma
destegin garanti altina alinmasini saglamigtir. Rusya egilimli gruplarin parlamentoda
giindem iizerinde hakimiyet kurmasi referandumun ilan edilmesine ortam
olusturmustur. Ustelik, aninda Rusya Federasyonu'na ant icen askeri birimlerin rolii
cok onemliydi - bu durum gergeklesmeseydi ¢atisma donuklasmis olacakti. Dahasi,
Kirim medyas: da Rusya'ya olan baghiligini gostermistir. Ozetlemek gerekirse, Kirim
Ozerk Cumhuriyeti'nin 2014'teki politikasini aciklarken neoklasik realist potansiyel

fazla tahmin edilememektedir.

Bolgenin tarihsel analizinden goriilebilecegi gibi, Kirim kendi i¢inde farkli etnik
gruplarin ve siyasi giliclerin varligin tecriibe etmistir. Cografi konumu ve etnik
bilesimi ve gecmis gelismeleri, Kirim'daki giinlimiize ait olaylar1 agiklamaya
yardimer olabilmektedir. Tabii ki bagimsiz statli (de-juro bile) bir devlet olma
tecriibesi olarak gorllebilmektedir. Ana devlet organlarinin otonom statiisii ve
olusumu da Kirim'a bagimsizligin1 kazandiracak politik gii¢lerin olusumuna katkida
bulunmustur. Kirim Tatarlarinin bolgede hakimiyet kurmay1 basarmalar1 ve uzun
stire devam ettirdikleri bir devlet kurmalar1 kadar Kirirm Hanligi déneminin 6nemi
ayrica vurgulanmalidir. Bu, giiniimiiz Tatar topluluguna, hiikiimetten haklarinin
korunmasini talep etme emsalini vermistir. 1783'ten beri siliregelen Kirim'daki Rus

varligi, bu boliimiin basinda gosterildigi gibi niifusun etnik yapisindaki degisimi
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belirlemistir. Ruslarin ¢ogunlukta olmasi, daha sonra siyasi manzara ve oylama
yontemini belirlemistir. Ayrica, Sivastopol'un kurulusu ve orada Karadeniz filo
iissiiniin kurulmasi, Rusya'nin Kirim'a ilgisinin nedenlerinden biridir. Sovyet donemi,
Kirim'da cumhuriyetin kurulmasi, II. Diinya Savasi ve siirgiin nedeniyle hayati dnem
tagimustir. Smir dist edilenlerin Orta Asya Kirim Tatarlarina donmesi, yarimadada
arazi gecekondulagmasi, kotalar ve benzeri ¢atismalara sebep olmustur. Rus yanlisi
giicler vasitasiyla glindemi etkileme yetersizligi, onlar1 Ukraynanin sag partileri
araciligiyla temsil aramaya ve Simferopol'daki iktidar degisikligine muhalefeti

aciklamaya zorladi.

Ayrica, Sovyet yonetimi sirasinda, Kirim 6zerk statlisiinden mahrum birakilmis ve
Ukrayna Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyeti'ne devredilmistir. Bu sorunlarin 1990'ardaki

Kirim siyaseti lizerinde 6nemli etkisi oldugu goriilmektedir.

1991 ve 2014 yillar1 arasinda Kirim'daki dinamiklerin analizi, bu donemin siyasi ve
analitik bakis acilarindan Onemini ortaya koymaktadir. 1990'larin basinda,
Ukrayna'min ve Kirim Ozerk Cumhuriyeti'nin siyasi sistemi bicimlenmistir; ayrica
birgok gerilime ragmen iki aktor arasindaki iliskiler sekillenmistir. Bu dénem,
yalnizca devlet norm ve siireglerinin anlagilmasi giic karakterlerini degil, ayrica
baskanin sistemdeki hakimiyetini, 6zellikle de liderin kisiliginin roliinii géstermistir.
Ayrica, ozellikle daha once slirgiin edilmis insanlarin haklarinin giivence altina
alinmas1 gibi ulusal politikalara olan dikkat eksikligi de kanitlanmigtir. Mulakat
katilimcilardan birinin de belirttigi gibi, "Kirim siyaset arenasi bizim Ukrayna'ya
aidiyetimizi asla gostermedi. Daima Rus aktorler vardi."Etnik bilesim, parlamento
secimlerinin sonuclarini belirlemistir. Buna karsilik Kiev, Ukrayna Cumhurbaskani
Daimi Temsilcisi araciligiyla Kirim'da denge saglamaya c¢alismaktaydi. Bununla
birlikte, cumhuriyet biitcesi Kiev'e bagimliydi. Bazi katilimcilarin belirttigi gibi orta
ve yliksek ogrenimde Ukrayna dilinin eksikligi ve kitle iletisim araclar1 da 6nemli
etkenlerdi. ikisi de Donetsk bolgesinden ve Yanukovig'e yakin olan Kirim
bagbakanlar1 Dzharty ve Mogilyov da dikkat gerektirmektedir. Mogilyov, Kirim
Tatarlan tarafindan elestirilmis ve kriz sirasinda Verkhovna Rada'min kararlarina

uymaya hazir oldugunu ilan ettikten sonra hiikiimeti ile birlikte goérevden alinmistir.
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Neoklasik realist perspektiften bakildiginda, Ukrayna yerel gelismeleri ve
Ukrayna'nin Ortaklik ve Derin Kapsamli Ticaret Antlasmast (DCFTA) ile ilgili
olarak AB ile olan goriismeleri, Rusya Federasyonu ile Giimriik Birligi'ne iliskin
goriismeleri, Kirim'mm ayrilmasi baglamini tanimlayan bagimsiz degisken olarak
goriinmekteydi. Burada, Ukrayna-AB ortakligindan geliyor olarak algilanan bir alt
sistemik tehditle basa ¢ikilmak zorundaydi. Ayni zamanda, Talliafero, Lobell ve
Ripsman'in kitaplarinda belirttigine gore, en 6nemlisi uluslararas1 kosullarin yerli
aktorler tarafindan algilanmasimnin yani sira karar verme ve ulusal giivenlik
kararlarindaki etkileri gibi goriinmekteydi. Bu baglamda, ana siyasi aktorlerin resmi
prosediirlere kars1 baglilik gostermemesi, bu kurallarin zayif kurumsallagmast ve
cumhurbagkani tarafindan kurumsal olmayan davramisa giiclii bir egilimle dikey
giiciin saglamlastirilmasi ile sonuc¢lanmistir. Bu ayni1 zamanda, Ukrayna ve Kirim
Ozerk Cumhuriyeti'nde demokratik normlarin ve siireclerin zayif bir sekilde
gelismesine neden olmustur. Ayrica, Kirtm Ozerk Cumhuriyeti'nin yasama ve biitge
yetkilerinin eksikligi, Kirim'da 6zerkligin eksikligini tanimlamistir. Dahasi, merkez
ile bolge arasindaki yetkilerin tarifine iliskin hiikiimlerin olmamasi, 0Ozellikle
Ukrayna'nin daha milliyet¢i ve Bati yanlist hiikiimetinin politikalarina aykiri
politikalarin1 Dogu Ukrayna'nin Kirim'inda Rusg¢a konusan ¢ogunlugun ¢ikarlarina
ters diisecek sekilde uygulamaya calistigit donemde Kiev ile Kirim hiikiimeti
arasindaki gerilimi daha da kdtiiye gitti.Bu gibi durumlarda, Ukrayna hiikiimeti Rus
yanlist gruplari dengelemek icin Kirim Tatarlarin1 desteklemeyi tercih etmistir.
Gortildigt gibi, Rus yanlis1i siyasi elitler, Anti-Maidan'dan gelen tehdidin
tanimlanmast ve degerlendirilmesi i¢in en etkili ve sorumlu kisiler olarak
degerlendirilmistir. Kirim elitlerinin Rus tarafindan bekledigi kazanclar, toplumun
Kirim Tatar segmentindeki seslerin kaybolmasini engellemekti. Hem de Kirim Tatar
siyasi giigleri tarafindan desteklenen Avrupa yanlisi, sag kesimin giiclendirilmesinin

maliyeti yliksek olacakt.

Kirim medyasina tiim dikkatler verilmelidir. Ukrayna'daki olaylar1 izlemek ve
sunmak i¢in oynadiklar1 rolii vurgulamak gerekmiyor. Gosterildigi gibi, Kirim'da

bulunan Ukrayna ordusu derhal sadakatini degistirmis ve 'yesil adamlar’'
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desteklemistir. SSCB'nin dagilmasindan sonra Rus ve Kirim Tatar niifusunu dikkate
alan Ukrayna i¢in 6nemli olan ulus insasina gelince, tutarsiz politikalar, yasalari
koruyan ulusal azinliklarin bulunmamasi, bolgesel dillerle ilgili yasanin kabul
edilmemesi Dogu ve Gliney boélgelerinin hiikiimetine karst memnuniyetsizlik
yaratmustir. Aslina bakilirsa, Ukrayna hiikiimeti, siyasal ve ekonomik kriz kosullar
altinda bu bolgelerin Rusya Federasyonu'na sadakatini tanimlayan sivil milliyeti
iilkede kuramamistir. Sonug olarak, Maidan"'1 destekleyen Ukraynali niifus, Rusca
konusan Kirimlilar igin 'Oteki' olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Tutarli bir dis politika
yiirlitmenin yetersizligi ve niifusun yarisinin ¢ikarlarinin ihmal edilmesi mevcut
celigkileri siddetlendirmistir. Yerli Rusya yanlist grup, Kirim Parlamentosu'ndaki
giivenlik giindemini kontrol altina alarak, Aksyonov'un secilmesini saglamistir. Buna
ek olarak, 20 yil1 askin bir siiredir Rusya Federasyonu ile birlesme olmasa da, se¢cim

destegi ve tek politika yonelimini gostermistir.

Protestoculara karsi yasal hiikiimler ve siddet de dahil olmak flizere siyasi kriz
sirasinda yanlis yonetim, cumhurbaskaninin kagisi, Ukrayna'nin kurumsal zayifligini,
esneklik eksikligini ve bolgelerle dzellikle de Kirim Ozerk Cumhuriyeti ile olan
iliskilerde Kiev'in egemenligindeki asimetriyi ortaya g¢ikarmistir. Gucli merkezi
hikkiimetin olmamas1 ve Kiev'in Kkitlesel gosteriler sirasinda {ilkenin biitiin
topraklarin1 kontrol etme yetersizligi, Kirtm Bakanlar Kurulunun yeni bagkaninin
Kirim Ozerk Cumbhuriyeti'nin Rusya yanlis1 Yiiksek Meclisi tarafindan atanmasi
ornegindeki gibi Kirim'mm kendi politikasin1 yerine getirmesini miimkiin kilmistir.
Ukrayna'daki kitlesel gosteriler ile hizla devam eden ekonomik kriz i¢ karigikliklar
daha da kotii hale getirmistir: Ekonomik agidan giiglii Donetsk ve Luhansk oblastlari,
Ukrayna'nin geri kalan kismimi ‘beslemeyi’ birakma karari almigtir. Rusya
Federasyonu'nun Rusc¢a konusan Kirimlilar1 koruma karar1 ile de desteklenen bu
faktorler, Kirim'm ayrilmasinda ¢ok onemli yer tutmustur. Ukrayna siyasetindeki
kriz, Kirim i¢in zorlu bir gorev gibi goriinmekteydi. Bu kosullar altinda, Kirimlilar
Ukrayna'nin bir pargasi olarak giivensiz hissettiler ve yeni devlet olma ihtimalini
yeniden degerlendirmek zorunda kalmislardir. Novorossiyanin (Donetsk ve Luhansk

oblastlar1) ayrilmasiyla birlikte, Ukrayna, i¢ savasin ve zayiflamis egemenligin
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siirina dayanmistir. Sonug olarak, Ukrayna Kirim't gegici olarak isgal edilmis bolge
olarak gormekte ve Dogu bolgelerindeki askeri ¢atismayi, Kiev'in Ukrayna'nin tiim
topraklarin1  kontrol etmesini imkansiz kilan anti-terér operasyonu olarak
tanimlamaktadir. Kiev'e bagli olmayan farkli askeri birlikler Ukrayna'nin dogu
kesiminde faaliyet gdstermektedir. Buna ek olarak, ekonomik ve enerji kaldiraci
kullanmaya hevesli olan Rusya ile dengesiz bir iliski, Kiev'i toprak biitiinliigiinii
korumak i¢in Dogu'daki isyancilara karsi siddetli tedbirler kullanma hakkindan

mahrum etmektedir.

Bu tez, Kirim'm tarihi, siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal yapisinin, bolgenin Ukrayna'dan
ayrilmasi ve Rusya tarafindan ilhak edilmesini anlamada kilit nokta oldugunu iddia
ederken, neoklasik gercekgilik acisindan uluslararasi baglami veya bagimsiz
degiskeni ihmal etmek miimkiin degildir. Yapilan analiz, Maidan'in zaferi
durumunda Ukrayna ve Batili kurumlar arasindaki muhtemel uzlasmanin Rusya'nin
c¢ikarlarina bir tehdit olusturdugunu gostermistir. Bir taraftan Karadeniz'i giivenceye
almak diger taraftan Rusya'min kudretini gostermek oOnemliydi. Ayrica, birgok
akademisyene gore, Kremlin tilkedeki rizay1 ve destegi giivence altina almak i¢in dis
politikayr kullanmaktadir. Bu kriz donemlerinde 'zafer', diismani ve korunmasi
gereken partiyi agik bir sekilde tasvir etmektedir. Dahasi, Ukrayna'daki i¢
karigikliklarin sonucu olarak Bati kurumlarinin sorumluluguyla ilgili Mearsheimer'in
goriisiine katiliyorum. Ekonomik yaptirimlar Kremlin'i zapt etmek icin etkili bir

onlem olarak gériinmemektedir.

2014 - 2016 yillart arasinda Kirim'da i¢ dinamikler, Rusya'nin, bolgeyi Ukrayna
hiikiimetinden kurtarma imajin1 hakli gésterme gabalarin1 gostermektedir. Tabii ki bu
Putin tarafindan kisisel derecelendirmesini yiikseltmek i¢in kullanilmistir.Ukrayna
sinirindaki askeri catigmalara, artan fiyatlara, dikkat ceken milliyet¢ilik ve Rus
liderliginin muhafazakarligina ragmen, Ruslar Bat1 Avrupa ya da ABD'ye kiyasla
Rusya'da yasamanin daha iyi olduguna inanmaktalar. Uzmanlar bu duygulari Kirim"
kazandiktan sonra gelisen vatanseverlik artisiyla agikliyor. Rus Kamuoyu Aragtirma
Merkezi (VCIOM)'nin baskan1 Fedorov, Rusya'nin son 25 yilda ilk kez topraklarini

genislettigini ve insanlarin bu konuda heyecanli oldugunu soyliiyor.Benzer egilimler
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ekonomik biiyiime ve adil ve Ozgiirlestirici Gilircistan savast zaferine bagli olarak
2008'de goriilmiistiir; bununla birlikte 2000'lerin baginda Putin Rusya'daki siyasi ve
ekonomik durumu istikrara kavusturmayi basardiginda ve vatanseverlik duygular
muazzam bir bicimde ylikseldiginde de ayni egilimler goriilmiistiir. Azalan zafer
sarhoslugu, savasin sonuglarinin artan bir sekilde anlagilmasiyla tamamlanmaktadir.
Artan fiyatlardan daha 0Once bahsedilmisti, ayrica Ruslar yaptirimlardan Otiirti

ekonomik durumun daha da kétiilesmesini beklemekteler.

Kirim'da iktidar yapilarinin olusumu konusuna gelince, eski yap1 yarimadanin Rus
niifusuna gore dizayn edilmistir. Etnik ve dini azmliklarin menfaatleri dikkate
alimnmamistir. Dahasi, Kirim'da yapilan atamalar, Rusya'daki giivenlik yapilarinin
roliinii ve bunu Kirim'da yayma arzusunu gostermektedir. Gegis doneminde, Rusya
liderligi, yeni yasal diizenlemeler yapmak, Kirim'daki Ukraynali isadamlarini ve
ekonomik aktorleri kovmak, Rus Ortodoks KilisesiMoskova Patrikligi Kirimlilar ile
Rus niifusunun geri kalan1 arasinda bir koprii vazifesi gérmek iizere korumakla ilgili
bircok sorunla karsi karsiya kalmistir. Kirim'da gecis donemi, vatandaslik,
pasaportlar, emeklilik ayliklari, ara¢ tescili, diplomalar ve Kirim'daki islere kabul
kosullartyla ilgili rutin sorunlart ¢ézmek amaciyla olusturulmustur. Baslangicta,
Kirim'a Rusya Federasyonu'nun diger bolgelerinin memnuniyetsizligini kiskirtan
oncelikler ve imtiyazlar verilmesine ragmen, daha sonra bu ve 6nceki boliimlerde de
belirtildigi gibi, Bagsavcit Poklonskaya, Giiney Federal bolgesi baskani ve diger
atamalar Moskova'nin siloviki yapilarin1 Kirim'a yayma arzusunu da gostermektedir.
Andrei Soldatov'un gosterdigi gibi, giivenlik organmi yeniden dirilmistir. Buna ek
olarak, Rus tarihi ve dili {izerine yapilan sinavi ge¢me ihtiyaci, bir¢ok yetkiliyi

islerinin diginda birakmis, buna ek olarak yeni atamalar hakim olmustur.

Kirim'in dig iliskileri konusunda Tataristan'in 6nemli rol oynadigma dikkat
cekilmelidir. Rus jeti hadisesi siirece engel olustursa da, Tirkiye Kirim'la ekonomik
iligkileri slirdiirmeye ¢alismaktadir. Ukrayna, Kirim'daki vatandaglara verilen destek
konularint ilan ederken durumu su ve elektrik tedariki sorunlari ile manipule

etmektedir.
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Neoklasik realist perspektiften bakildiginda, siyasete yon veren Ruslar Kirim ve
Sivastopol'iin kazanilmasindan kisa bir siire sonra devlet aygitin1 degistirmeye ve
elitlerin ¢ogunu daha sadik kisilerle degistirmeye, bagka bir deyisle ara degiskenin
istesinden gelmeye egilim gostermislerdir. Ukrayna krizi ve Rusya'daki otoriter
rejim, Kirim'daki kurumlari, seckinleri ve devlet-toplum iliskilerini ihmal etmeye
izin vermedi. Bu nedenle, yeni mevzuatin ve yeni hiikiimet organlarinin tasariminin
bolgenin sadakatini giivence altina almanin ilk adim1 oldugu ortaya ¢ikmistir.Eyliil
2014'te gerceklestirilen parlamento sec¢imleri, Birlesik Rusyanmin %70'ini Kirim
Parlamentosu'na getirmistir. Moskova'dan yapilan yeni atamalar bu siireci basariyla
tamamlamistir. Tabii ki, Ukraynalilar ve Kirim Tatarlar1 karar alma siirecinden
sadece se¢cmen olarak degil, ayni zamanda milletvekilleri olarak da
dislanmiglardir.Medyanin kapatilmasi ve Tatar kanalimin mal varliklarina el
konulmasinin amaci, cumhuriyette Rus yanlist medya ilgisini garanti altina almaktir.
Bu sekilde, Krym Nash (Kwim Bizimdir) ideolojisi ¢ok fazla yayilabilmekteydi. Ayni
zamanda, devlet destekli milliyet¢ilik kapsaminda Sivastopol'daki gegit torenleri,
Rus toplulugunun ¢esitli kutlamalar1 ve etkinlikleri, Kirim'i ilhak1 sonrasinda derhal
uygulanmistir. Rus Ortodoks Kilisesi Moskova Patrikligi ve Rus Miiftiiligii'ne, Rus
liderliginin 6nemli bir kimlik belirleyicisi olarak gordiigii 6zel rol oynamistir.
Ayrica, politikalar icin kaynak saglamak amaciyla Ukraynali isadamlarinin
miilkiyetlerinin kamulagtirilmasi baglatilmistir. Daha sonra, kamulastirilan nesnelerin

bir kismi satilmistir.

Bu ¢alismanin 6nemli bir kismi1 alan arastirmalarina dayanmaktadir. Alan arastirmasi
Ocak - Subat 2016 tarihlerinde Kirim'da ve EKim - Kasim 2016 tarihlerinde
Ankara'da gerceklestirilmistir. Bu arastirma, Ruslar, Kirim Tatarlar1 ve Ukraynalilar
ile yari yapilandirilmis seckin ve uzman milakatlarin yani sira bolgesel etnik
gruplardan siradan insanlar ve aktivistler ile derinlemesine mulakatlar icermektedir.
Mulakatlara katilanlar, gatekeeper’larin arabulucu roliiyle uygun ve amagh
ornekleme yardimi ile seg¢ilmistir. Miilakat katilimcilar1 Kirimlilarin genel bakis
acisin1 kanmitlamiglardir: kendilerini Rus olarak tanimlayanlar, ilhak icin destek

gostermislerdir; Kirim Tatarlar1 ise siyasi yelpazenin zit tarafindadir. Kendilerini
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Ukraynali olarak nitelendirenler, referanduma ve bunu takip eden Kirim'm ilhaki
konusundaki tutumlarinda tek anlamli degillerdir. Referanduma destek vermis
olanlar, Kirim'daki duruma ve bolgenin gelecegine yonelik daha pozitif
yaklagmaktaydilar.Onlar altyapi projeleri, biitce artigi, yeni is imkanlari, finansal
refah ve istikrari isaret etmektedirler. Ayn1 zamanda, referandumu onaylamayanlar
elestirel diistinmektedirler. Kirim'a yolculuktaki zorluklar, belgelerin degistirilmesi,
asir1 derecede yiiksek fiyatlar, mahalli ticaretin ¢okiisii ve Kirim'da yatirnm ve dis
ticaret eksikliginden s6z etmektedirler. Genel olarak, insanlar olasi cezalardan otiirti,

ozellikle isten atilma, konugmaktan korkmaktadirlar.

Ozetlemek gerekirse, neoklasik realist yaklasimin Kirim konusunu agiklama
kabiliyetine ragmen bolgenin tarihi ve kimligine yogunlasan bolge calismalar
yaklagimi, neoklasik gercekeiligin sinirlarin1 asabilmektedir. Verilen ¢alisma, bazi
akademisyenlerin Ukrayna krizinin ve Kirim ayrigmasimnin Moskova ve Kiev dig
politikalarinin analizi yoluyla anlasilabilecegi arglimanlarina ragmen, bolgedeki
tarihsel, siyasi, ekonomik, sosyal ve kiiltiirel yapilarin Kirim'daki olaylar1 daha iyi

anlamay1 temin ettigini gostermektedir.
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