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ABSTRACT 

 

PRINCIPLES FOR CONSERVATION OF AN INDUST RIAL HERITAGE 

PLACE: ANKARA SUGAR FACTORY CAMPUS IN ET IMESGUT  

 

¥zt¿rk, Merve  

Master of Architecture, Conservation of Cultural Heritage in Architecture 

Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. G¿liz Bilgin Altēnºz 

 

January 2019, 281 pages 

 

The industrial areas established by the state in early years of Republican Period were 

founded not only to provide economic and industrial development, but also to direct 

social transformation aiming to create a modern Turkey. Therefore, industrial areas 

reflect the economic social and spatial context of the time they were established, and 

the culture of production. It is necessary to determine and assess the values of these 

areas so as to define why and how to conserve and transfer them to future generations. 

After the proclamation of the Republic, the first Sugar Factory was opened in Uĸak in 

1926, the foundations of Turkey Sugar Factories Inc. were laid as one of the first 

industrial company of Turkey. Since then, the Sugar Factories have spread across the 

country to form an industry network. The Company, which still continues its working 

life, has started to lose its social and cultural role and mission in time. With the 

adoption of privatization in 2000, organizational deformations also started to occur. 

Founded in 1962 within the Turkey Sugar Factory network, the Ankara Sugar Factory 

served as the showcase for the Company in the capital city. There are both production 

and research and development and social areas in the campus. The production areas 

represent the modern face of the country, research and development areas represent 

the power in economy, education and technology, while the social areas indicate the 

mission of modern country and modern society. However, direct and tangible 
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reflections of the changing economic, agricultural and industrial policies of the 

country can be seen in Ankara Sugar Factory. 

This thesis searches, documents, analyses and assesses the Ankara Sugar Factory in 

different scales ranging from network, campus to building scales; and in relation to 

different contexts including organizational and administrative, functional, physical 

and social contexts. This multi-scale and multiple context analysis and assessment 

leads to the determination of values and problems. The thesis concludes with 

principles and strategies for conservation and management of Ankara Sugar Factory 

as a representative and integral component of Turkey Sugar Factories network. 
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¥Z 

 

END¦STRĶYEL BĶR MĶRAS ALANININ KORUNMASI Ķ¢ĶN ĶLKELER: 

ANKARA ķEKER FABRĶKASI, ETĶMESGUT 

 

¥zt¿rk, Merve  

Y¿ksek Lisans, K¿lt¿rel Mirasē Koruma 

Tez Danēĸmanē: Do­. Dr. G¿liz Bilgin Altēnºz 

 

Ocak 2019, 281 sayfa 

 

Cumhuriyet sonrasē devlet tarafēndan kurulan end¿stri yapēlarē sadece modern 

T¿rkiyeônin ekonomik ve sēnai kalkēnmasēnē saĵlamak ¿zere deĵil, aynē zamanda 

sosyal dºn¿ĸ¿m¿ de saĵlamak amacēyla kurulmuĸtur. Dolayēsēyla end¿stri alanlarē 

kurulduklarē dºnemin ekonomik toplumsal ve mekansal d¿zenini, ¿retim k¿lt¿r¿n¿ 

yansētmaktadēr. Bu yapēlarēn deĵerlerinin belirlenmesi ve nasēl ve ne ĸekilde 

korunmalarē gerektiĵine dair deĵerlendirmenin yapēlarak gelecek nesillere aktarēlmasē 

gerekmektedir.  

T¿rkiye ķeker Fabrikalarē Anonim ķirketi (A.ķ.) cumhuriyetin ilanēndan sonra 

T¿rkiyeôde kurulan ilk end¿stri kuruluĸlarēndandēr. 1926ôda Uĸak ķeker Fabrikasēônēn 

a­ēlmasēyla ķirketôin temelleri atēlmēĸtēr ve g¿n¿m¿ze kadar a­ēlan ķeker Fabrikalarē 

¿lkenin b¿t¿n¿ne yayēlarak bir end¿stri aĵē oluĸturmuĸtur. Hala ¿retime devam eden 

ķirket zamanla sosyal ve k¿lt¿rel deĵerlerini yitirmeye baĸlamēĸ, 2000 yēlēnda 

ºzelleĸtirme kapsamēna alēnmasēyla ºrg¿tsel deformasyonlar yaĸanmaya baĸlamēĸtēr.   

1962ôde T¿rkiye ķeker Fabrikalarē A.ķ. aĵē i­inde kurulan Ankara ķeker Fabrikasē 

(ASF), hem baĸkentte hem de ķirketôin merkeziyle aynē yerde kurulmasē sebebiyle 

óóķirketôin vitriniôô rol¿n¿ ¿stlenmiĸtir. Kamp¿s i­erisinde hem ¿retim hem ar-ge hem 

de sosyal alanlar bulunmaktadēr. ¦retim alanlarē ¿lkenin modern y¿z¿n¿; ar-ge, 
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ekonomi, eĵitim ve teknoloji alanēndaki g¿c¿n¿; sosyal alanlar ómodern ¿lke, modern 

toplumô oluĸturma misyonunu temsil etmektedir. Bununla birlikte ¿lkenin ekonomi 

politikalarēnda, dolayēsēyla ķirketô te yaĸanan negatif geliĸmelerin Ankara ķeker 

Fabrikasēôndaki somut etkilerini gºr¿lmektedir.   

Bu tez, Ankara ķeker Fabrikasēnē aĵ, kamp¿s ve bina ºl­eklerinde araĸtērmakta, 

belgelemekte, ve deĵerlendirmektedir; ve ºrg¿tsel, idari, fonksiyonel, fiziksel ve 

sosyal baĵlamlarda incelemektedir. Bu ­ok ºl­ekli ve ­ok baĵlamlē analiz ve 

deĵerlendirme, deĵerlerin ve sorunlarēn belirlenmesine saĵlar. Tez, T¿rkiye ķeker 

Fabrikalarē aĵēnēn temsili ve ayrēlmaz bir par­asē olarak Ankara ķeker Fabrikasē'nēn 

korunmasē ve yºnetimi i­in ilke ve stratejileri i­ermektedir.  
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CHAPTER 1  

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

 

 

 

Industrial Revolution first began in the United Kingdom (UK) in the 18th century. It 

was first spread from the UK to Western Europe and the United States of America 

(USA). After Russia changed the regime as Union of Soviet Socialist Republic 

(USSR) in 1917, industrialization spread to the eastern countries which adopted 

socialist ideology. In this way, industrial revolutionôs technological, economic, social 

and political dimensions penetrated whole world until the beginning of the 20th 

century. 1 

In 18th century England, manufacturing was occurring in the houses, small atelier or 

it was mining type of production in the rural landscape. Owners of the ateliers started 

to transfer their ateliers to the countryside for the purpose of cheap workforce. 

Simultaneously, in order to provide the required energy for the machinery with the 

development of technology, these ateliers were converted into factories, commenced 

to be established around waterfronts or mines. With the increasing of logistic facilities, 

these established intuitions moved to the areas that were close to raw material or 

market. These developments, which triggered the urban-rural migration, caused 

serious changes about urban planning and design of industrial buildings and sites. 

There was a need of new order due to the lack of housing and infrastructure, therefore 

                                                 
1 (Kºksal, 2012, pp.3-4) 
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public authorities, architects and engineers started to work on it. 2 

After England, industrialization rapidly spread to Europe, the USA, the USSR and 

then to the eastern European countries under the influence of the socialist regime. 

Along with industrialization, significant changes occurred in the social and economic 

structure of all these countries. The fact that the Ottoman Empire became aware of the 

fury of the industrialization which rapidly became the influence of the whole world 

after England at the beginning of the 19th century. The Ottoman industry was mostly 

oriented towards ensuring military needs. The big steps of the industrialization of 

Turkey have been taken in Republican Period. 

All the technological, economic, social and cultural values contained within it have 

made the industrial production areas an indicator of the development of humanity. 

Falser defines the industrial heritage as; 

 óôé marking humanity's dual power of destruction and creation that engenders both 

nuisances and progress. They embody the hope of a better life, and the ever-greater 

power over matter.ôô3.  

It is not possible to relate only economy and ignore the effects on human life of the 

industrial areas that shape lifestyle and landscaping, demonstrating human 

development. These areas are the symbol of human ability to create and to change. 

In post-war period in England, including industrial buildings with many heritage sites 

have not been protected due to rapid urban redevelopment. As a result of the rapid 

destruction of the heritage areas, the first awareness of the protection of old industrial 

structures has begun in England. In 1959 with the attempt of the Council for British 

Archaeology  national government  defined standards for both the documentation and 

conservation of industrial monuments as a result of the studies of Michael Rix, who 

taught at the University of Birmingham.4 The processes carried out for this purpose 

are called óindustrial archeologyô and the structures revealed are called óindustrial 

                                                 
2 (Kºse, 2018)  
3 (Falser, 2001, p.9) 
4 (Light, (n.d.)) 
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monumentsô.5 For almost last 60 years, awareness of industrial heritage has been 

increasing in worldwide .   

TICCIH is the worldwide organization representing industrial heritage and is special 

adviser to ICOMOS on industrial heritage. In addition, there are some international 

declarations of industrial heritage. These are; Joint ICOMOS ï TICCIH Principles for 

the Conservation of Industrial Heritage Sites, Structures, Areas and Landscapes, The 

Nizhny Tagil Charter for The Industrial Heritage, Taipei Declaration for Asian 

Industrial Heritage.  

According to The Nizhny Tagil Charter for the Industrial Heritage published by 

TICCIH in 2003 'industrial heritage' is defined as: 

óôIndustrial heritage consists of the remains of industrial culture which are of 

historical, technological, social, architectural or scientific value. These remains 

consist of buildings and machinery, workshops, mills and factories, mines and sites for 

processing and refining, warehouses and stores, places where energy is generated, 

transmitted and used, transport and all its infrastructure, as well as places used for 

social activities related to industry such as housing, religious worship or education.ôô6   

Several international organizations like DOCOMOMO, ERIH, E-FAITH are 

interested in industrial heritage. DOCOMOMO (Documentation and Conservation of 

Buildings, Sites and Neighborhoods of the Modern Movement) is an organization that 

describes its mission asôact as watchdog when important modern movement buildings 

anywhere are under threat, exchange ideas relating to conservation technology, history 

and education, foster interest in the ideas and heritage of the modern movement, elicit 

responsibility towards this recent architectural inheritance.ô 7 

In the event of óT¿rkiye Mimarlēĵēnda Modernizmin Yerel A­ēlēmlarēô (Local 

Expansions of Modernism in Turkey Architecture), organized by DOCOMOMO, 

some of the buildings in Ankara Sugar Factory campus have been presented. 

                                                 
5 (Saner, 2012, p. 53) 
6 (TICCIH, 2003) 
7 (https://docomomo.com/mission) 

https://docomomo.com/mission
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(DOCOMOMO 2017 in Balēkesir, cinema-restaurant building and guesthouse, 

DOCOMOMO 2016 in Samsun, Sugar Institute). However, in these poster 

presentations, the structure itself was mentioned and its social context was not studied 

much. There has not been a comprehensive survey of the Campus. 

In the case of Turkey, it should be mention that Republican ideology brought the 

image of a 'modern Turkey' and a 'modern Turkish peopleô that the newly established 

country wanted to create. Therefore, the factory complexes were designed as model 

settlements. In many factory complexes there are social facilities such as sports fields, 

restaurants and cinema buildings that support this idea.  

ERIH (European Route of Industrial Heritage) aims to organize a European network 

that would help to support the establishment of industrial heritage as kind of a tourism 

brand and protect the European industry heritage. ERIH defines 3 types of categories 

that are; anchor points, regional routes, European theme routes. Anchor points are 

single somewhere that has exceptional historical importance and can be a part of route. 

Regional Routes connect the landscapes and areas as a network marked by the history 

of European industry. The European theme route offers a route linking the European 

industry heritage through the themes defined.8  

E-FAITH (European Federation of Associations of Industrial and Technical Heritage) 

works on the basis of volunteerism.9 E-FAITH supports the cooperation between 

organizations, professionals and volunteers and strives to create awareness on public.  

In Turkey, conservation of the Industrial Heritage came into agenda in 1990sô. Ankara 

Sugar Factory campus which will be examined within the scope of this thesis is a part 

of network of Sugar Industry and a part of Republic's 'building new life spaces and 

modern citizens' project. The Campus shows the economic, technological, 

                                                 
8 (http://www.erih.net/about-erih/erihs-history) 
9 (http://www.e-faith.org/home/?q=content/what-e-faith) 
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architectural, social and cultural development of the country from the time it was 

established to today with its production areas and social facilities. 

1.1. Problem Definition 

In the late 1980s in Turkey, the first reaction against the destruction of industrial 

heritage came to the agenda during the cleaning and rehabilitation works of the Golden 

Horn coast in Ķstanbul. Because some of the building subjected to demolition were 

registered. Bedrettin Dalan, Major of Ķstanbul took the responsibility of this project. 

Re-functioning and reconstruction of Sutluce Slaughterhouse was the first 

implementations related to the preservation of industrial heritage in Turkey.10 

Existing Turkish's laws (Turkish law no: 5366 Yēpranan Tarihi Ve K¿lt¿rel Taĸēnmaz 

Varlēklarēn Yenilenerek Korunmasē Ve Yaĸatēlarak Kullanēlmasē Hakkēnda Kanun 

(Law On Conservation By Renovation And Use By Revitalization Of The 

Deterēorated Historical And Cultural Immovable Property) and Turkish and law no: 

2863 K¿lt¿r ve Tabiat Varlēklarēnē Koruma Kanunu (Law on the Conservation of 

Cultural and Natural Property) regarding the conservation legislation does not include 

a definition on industrial heritage.  

In Law no: 2863, immovable cultural assets are defined in Article 6. According to this 

definition the immovable built until the end of the 19th century, immovable 

determined by the K¿lt¿r ve Turizm Bakanlēĵē (Ministry of Culture and Tourism) in 

terms of importance and characteristics, Immovable cultural assets within the 

conservation site, buildings witnessed the Milli M¿cadele (National Struggle) and 

establishment of Republic of Turkey. The requirement of belonging to the period 

before the 19th century located in the legislation, a large part of the industrial heritage 

in Turkey means that they are not under legal protection. However, there is no 

circumstance in the law that prevents the registration or protection of the industrial 

heritage. But in practice it is still not seen as a cultural asset for Koruma Kurullarē 

                                                 
10 (Kºksal, 2005) 
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(Conservation Boards) and public. So, as in other heritage sites, industrial heritage is 

now under threat in Turkey. There is not enough awareness about industrial heritage. 

Both the industrial heritage and the modern heritage do not reflect the physical 

characteristics of the accustomed heritage image when compared to other heritage 

sites. For a region with very old settlement cultures such as Turkey, the industrial areas 

that looks very new. 

Industrial sites are not considered heritage sites because they are relatively new, some 

are still being used, and aesthetically, industrial structures are seen to be plain and 

simple than other monumental structures. In particular, the simple language of 

modernist architecture describes an aesthetic concept other than the view of heritage 

building. The factory buildings built during the Early Republican Period offer a more 

monumental view, while the industrial structures belonging to the 50-60s have a 

simpler architectural language. 

However, industrial areas are the ones that best reflect the economic and social change 

of the country. Today, most of them in the city center, although they were away from 

the city center in the period they were founded. 

Since industrial heritage sites are directly associated with the function, they are not 

considered to be assets that must survive after completing their mission. These 

structures, which reflect the building culture and thinking style of their periods, are 

not protected because they are unloved and not understood. Can and Omay stated that 

modern architecture arising from social needs was evaluated as non-aesthetic, cold, 

away from humanitarian, intellectual structures. 11 

Factories have lost their economic and social importance in time. In the direction of 

changing needs and developing technology, machines are not used when they cannot 

meet demand. They are dismantled to be renewed and either scrap or stored. The 

                                                 
11 (Omay, Can, 2008)  
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factories have changed both the economic and social structure of their environment 

and introduced them to a new way of life. The social facilities within the campus have 

over time spread into the city and created alternative areas. As alternative areas are 

formed, factories have become less used by public. 

With the onset of privatization in the 1980s, factories began to lose their social 

characteristics slowly. Then, they lost their functional components and lost their 

network features. This stuation has also been the concrete response of the factory 

settlements. Over time, the settlements began to become desolate and only the areas 

used by the factory workers. 

Industrial buildings, due to their functions, consist of large volumes. In the 

implementations made under the name of conservation, it is possible to use the 

buildings as a shell and move away from its context. 

1.2. Aim and Scope of the Thesis  

As a newly established country first to win full independence of the Republic of 

Turkey was supposed to strengthen the economy. The priority areas to be supported 

at the Ķzmir Congress of Economics and the path to be followed in the economy were 

determined. After the economic crisis in 1929, the state adopted the principle of 

etatism and started to establish industrial enterprises by its own hands. The aim of the 

established Kamu Ķktisadi Teĸebb¿s¿ (KĶT, in English: State Economic Organizations 

is to provide both economic development and social transformation. For this purpose, 

SEKAs, Sumerbank Bez (Cloth) Factories, Turkey Sugar Factories Inc. are one of the 

first KĶTs, established in Turkey. 

The first Sugar Factory started production in Alpullu in 1926. A total of 30 sugar 

factories have been opened by the TSFAS until 2001, and these factories have formed 

a network covering all the country with the provincial organization. As it is an industry 

based on agriculture, the smallest settlements have been reached through this network. 

The dialogue of the company with the peasants was not only economically oriented, 
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but also social transformation was triggered by using tools such as Pancar Magazine 

and farmers' children's education program. 

Ankara Sugar Factory (ASF) that is opened in 1962 is accepted as a part of the 

(TSFAS) network. In the campus, Farm, Machinery Factory, Seed Factory, 

Electromagnetic Devices Factory, Sugar Research Institute and social facilities were 

established until today. Although the liberal economic model has been adopted in the 

1950s, it is possible to say that industrial investments were made with a etatist 

perspective. As a matter of fact, when look at the ASF campus and its social facilities, 

the effects of the etatist approach are easily visible. 

TSFAS does not only include Sugar Factories, but also Farms, Machinery Factories, 

Alcohol Factories, Sugar Institute, Seed Factory and Electromechanical Devices 

Factory (EMAF). All these factories and institutions ensure the continuity of sugar 

production and in doing so, only benefit from their own resources. This situation 

makes TSFAS a ómodel institutionô even today. 

In this study, not only the Ankara Sugar Factory (ASF) but also the network that ASF 

connected was examined. Considering the possible threats to the Ankara Sugar 

Factory, which is already facing some of the problems mentioned in Chapter 1.1, 

future scenarios should be written. 

The aim of this thesis is to determine the strategies to preserve both the TSFAS 

network by assessing the values of it and to determine the and analyzation of the 

buildings and tissue of the ASF the definition of the values and problems of the 

campus, the development of the principles and strategies for how to conserve it, and 

the determination of the actions that can be implemented as a result of all these studies. 

1.3. Methodology of the Thesis 

As part of a network, it is not possible to handle the conservation of the Ankara Sugar 

Factory just in itself. It is an integral component of Turkey Suger Factories network, 

and positive or negative breaks in the network are reflected in the ASF.  
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Within the scope of the study, the values and problems of the network and the ASF 

are needed to be identified, in order to define the principles and strategies for the 

conservation of ASF as a part of the TSFAS network. This multi-component work 

network has been studied in campus and building scales and in the direction of 

organizational and administrative, functional, physical and social context. The value 

of the field is the relation of all these components. Therefore, these relations were put 

forward in the scope of the thesis. 

Table 1.1. Structure of the thesis 

  

For this study, data were collected by using literature survey, archival survey and site 

survey (table 1.2.). 

Literature survey has been used in both printed and online resources. These sources 

are books, journals, newspapers, academic dissertations and governmental and non-

governmental websites. In this study, the emergence of industrialization, the 

emergence of industrial heritage concept, it's become a conservation problem and to 

come up with information about the industrial heritage in Turkey were compiled. 

Moreover, the development of the sugar industry from the Ottoman Period, the 

formation of the Sugar network and the establishment of the Ankara Sugar Factory 

and itsô place in this network are the collected information.  

Some of the literature survey was conducted in the library of the Sugar Institute. The 

social life in the factories was compiled from Pancar Magazine and other introductory 

books published by the Company. 
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Within the scope of the literature survey, dissertations which were previously related 

to the industrial heritage of the Republican era were examined. Merve Yēldēz's master 

thesis on Eskisehir Sugar Factory, master thesis on Kayseri Sumerbank Bez Factory 

written by Hikmet Eldek and Bilge Kose's PhD thesis on SEKA network were 

examined in detail. While preparing the value and problem assessment chart of this 

thesis, Bilge Kºse's method was taken as a base. 

In archival survey, unique architectural drawings and photographs of ASF have been 

reached. The photographs are available in the archives of the TSFAS General 

Directorate located on Ankara, Sēhhiye. The drawings were also found in the Archive 

of Department of Maintenance, Repair and Energy (Bakēm, Onarēm ve Enerji Dairesi 

Arĸivi), which is the unit of TSFAS. Since this archive is located in Ankara Sugar 

Factory campus, this archive will be mentioned as ASF archive in this thesis. There 

are drawings of all sugar factories which are being planned or established in Turkey 

in the archives. In the middle of 2018, both the photography and drawing archives 

were digitalized by the TSFAS General Directorate.  

  

Figure 1.1. General Directorate of Turkey Sugar Factory Inc. 

In the ASF archive, there are authentic drawings of existing buildings and drawings 

of planned but not implemented structures. The basic information about the buildings 

such as construction year, architect, construction technique was compiled from these 

drawings. It is possible to read the development of ASF campus through these archival 

documents. The ASF archive is an archive of regular inventory records, but it is quite 
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neglected. Since there is no officer who is regularly responsible of the archive, 

problems such as the document taken from the archive cannot be followed. In addition 

to this, there are official correspondence in the archive, but these correspondences are 

stacked in a very scattered way. 

 

Figure 1.2. The archive and agricultural workshop share the same building in half. (author, 2018) 

  

Figure 1.3. The ASF archive is a well-organized archive although it is neglected (author, 2018) 

During the establishment of the Ankara Sugar Factory, the parcel order of the land, 

expropriation reports of the expropriated areas and information on the current status 

of the areas as well as information on the current status of the buildings and the recent 

maintenance and renovations of buildings were obtained from the construction service 

of the factory. 

In the site survey, functional division of the ASF campus, the use of space, the 

architecture of the existing buildings in the campus, the current conditions, how the 
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campus and the buildings were used and who are the users, the values, problems and 

potentials of the area were analyzed. However, in interviews with the authorities and 

workers of the factories in the campus, it was learned how these factories had a place 

in the network organization and how these facilities have undergone a change from 

past to present. 

Another study conducted within the scope of site survey is interviews with factory 

employees, campus inhabitants or members of the company. The main problem in the 

interviews is that there are no officers working in a stable place due to internal 

appointments. Therefore, the participants explained sections from various factories 

where they worked. However, both ASF's and TSFAS's understanding of sociability 

and its relationship with public are among the information obtained as a result of these 

interviews. 

By analyzing the Ankara Sugar Factory archive and conducting site surveys, the 

characteristic of the field and the features of the campus and buildings in the field 

determined. 

In the ASF campus, 4 factories and a farm and a sugar institute were established. Each 

of these factories established at different periods caused significant changes in the 

campus and triggered the change of the environment. The change of the site was 

analyzed by comparing the aerial photographs taken from the map general command 

and the site plans from the archives. The physical change of the environment was 

evaluated directly through the aerial photographs. These photographs are taken 

according to the establishment years of the factories which are considered as the main 

points in the change of the settlement. 

Besides the resources that will be specified above, to be a daughter of a TSFAS 

member provided me some opportunities like personal experience on the values of 

TSFAS the working way of it and physical and social aspects of factory campuses.  

There are four buildings registered within the Campus. Expert reports on these 

structures are available in Ankara 1 Numaralē K¿lt¿r Varlēklarēnē Koruma Bºlge  
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Kurulu (Ankara Cultural Assets Protection Committee No.1), but currently there is no 

sharing of this information due to the lawsuit filed for the annulment of the decision 

by the Ministry of Culture and there are no registration slips. Only the Ankara 

Chamber of Architects' registry proposal report was reached. 

As a result of the thesis, one of the recommendations was to use the photogrammetric 

capture the 3 x 3 rules determined by CIPA (International Committee of Architectural 

Photogrammetry) in the documentation of the structures in the campus. The rules were 

tried on the sports hall which is the most convenient structure. (figure 1.4) 

  

Figure 1.4. inventory sheets front and back pages (Author, 2018) 
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Table 1.2. Methodology followed during the thesis study 
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CHAPTER 2  

 

 

2. BEGINNING OF INDUSTR IALIZATION IN TURKEY  AND SUGAR INDUSTRY 

 

 

 

The industrialization movement, which started in England, was rapidly spread all over 

the world. As a result, industrial investments and activities, so the raw market reach 

has increased. With the industrialization, the economy of the West has become very 

strong. 

Turkey's history of industrialization is started on the Ottoman period. Till  this period, 

the Ottoman production was mostly conducted in small workshops. At the beginning 

of the 1800s, the Ottoman Empire had made a leap forward on industrialization due to 

the developments in Europe, but because of its political and economic environment, 

these enterprises could not be long-lived. 

With the establishment of the Republic, Turkey has made great strides on 

industrialization. In time, production and employment have increased with the 

industrial facilities established by both state and private investors. In 1950, 1980 and 

2000 experienced a change in Turkey's economic and political balance so some 

differences were seen in the form of industrialization. 

In this chapter, industrialization and the position of sugar factories in this period will 

be explained. 
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2.1. Industrialization and Sugar Industry in Ottoman Period 

17th century Ottoman industry was mainly formed aiming to meet the needs of the 

military such as Baruthane and Tophane. Aside from this the Ottoman economy was 

based on the lonca system in which production was made with traditional production 

methods. Ottoman markets that relies on goods manufactured with traditional 

production methods took serious damage after the European Industrial Revolution, 

and it became open to foreign industry products after the 1838 Baltaliman trade treaty. 

This situation caused serious damage to the Ottoman economy that was only exporting 

agricultural products. 12 

The developments happening in European countries and the continuous deterioration 

of the economy pushed the Ottoman Empire to look for alternative solutions. Although 

the priority was given to the military needs, the establishments of factories, which can 

produce domestic products, were planned in sectors focused on primary industry 

goods. Even though the industrialization began in the beginning of the 19th century, 

the Ottoman Empire's true Industrial Revolution age began in the middle of the 19th 

century. 13 

Industrialization in the Ottoman Empire began heavily in the capital Istanbul and the 

surrounding areas. There were two main reasons of this concentration; first, Istanbul 

was the current capital; and the second reason was that Istanbul had much more 

developed logistic opportunities than other regions. The industrial campuses in the 

Ottoman Empire were mainly built by foreign investors, especially production 

methods and machines brought from England, Germany, France and Belgium were 

used. 14  

ñ...because the technology, technical experts, and event structure parts were imported 

from abroad, the Industrialization efforts did not make a rooted change in the country 

                                                 
12 (Kurt, Kuzucu, ¢akēr, Demir, 2016, pp.245-249)  
13 (Kurt, ¢akēr, Demir, 2016)  
14 (Kºksal, 2005, pp.14-15) 
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and caused it to remain only as an investment.ò 15  

It can be said that the 19th century Ottoman Empire economy was relying on exported 

raw materials and exported finished products, thus its general state was continually 

deteriorating. 

With the changing production methods, the production places changed to. To produce 

faster and higher capacity products there was a need for wider and more open spaces. 

For this reason, metal structured one-floor buildings were made. These structures, with 

their architecture, reflect the production culture and technology history. 16  

It is known that during the era of the Ottoman Empire there were attempts to establish 

a sugar factory. The first attempts were in 1840 Arnavutkºyl¿ Dimitri Efendi, in 1867 

Davutoĵlu Karabet, and in 1879 Chairman of Merchants Administration Michel Paĸa. 

These three attempts were all planned to open a sugar factory in Istanbul. In 1890, 

from Afyon Karahisar, Yusuf Bey attempt to establish a sugar factory, however none 

of these attempts were finalized. Towards the end of the 19hc century President of 

Hassa Rauf Paĸa also attempted to establish a sugar factory, he sent the beets he grew 

to Europe and made them produce sugar. In 1917 there were two attempts, with 

domestic fundts in Akĸehir and with with foreign fundts in Adapazarē and Karacabey 

by the Zenit company, however both of them failed due to 1.D.S. Success was not 

achieved until the Treaty of Lausanne was signed on July 24, 1923 due to capitulations 

and heavy trade sanctions. 17 

2.2. Industri alization as a Modernisation and Development Project in 

Republican Period 

After World War I and the Turkish War of Independence the country's economy had 

collapsed, and in every products' production and consumption there were serious 

problems arising. After adding the debts from the Ottoman Empire, although the war 

                                                 
15 (Ibid., p.14) 
16 (Kºksal, 2012, p.7) 
17 (Ey¿poĵlu, 1967); (¦­ok, Akēncē, Malko­, Koru, 1973, pp.20) 
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of independence had been won, the country looked like it would be economically 

dependent on foreigners. The Republic of Turkey accepted that to establish a fully 

independent country the main condition was to secure economic independence, and 

the main condition to have economic independence was to have a strong industry. Ziya 

Gºkalp explained the importance of industrialization as follows:  

 ñToday, modernization means to us, to make and use armored vehicles, automobiles, 

planes just like the Europeans. Modernization does not mean to resemble the 

Europeans in terms of way of life and style. The day we are freed from the obligation 

of getting knowledge and industry products from Europe is the day we know we are 

modernized.ò 18 

 Between the years 1923 and 1929 was the period that the Republic of Turkey adopted 

liberal economic policies. In 1929 the effects of the worldwide economic crisis and 

the unfavorable conditions of the upcoming World War II were seen in Turkey despite 

not having entered the war.  To minimize the effects of this crisis and also to strengthen 

the economy the principle of government was put into practice. In his speech at the 

Izmir Expo in 1935, Atat¿rk explained the etatistism as follows: 

" Turkey had applied the etatism, which is not a system that has been translated from 

ideas put forward by theorists of socialism. This is a system born from Turkey's needs. 

The meaning of etatism is this: keeping the private enterprise of individuals, but also 

taking the economy of the country into the hands of the state, considering that all the 

needs of thislarge nation and large country havenôt been met. The state wants to do 

things that havenôt been done by the private enterprises as soon as possible.ôô19  

In the 1930s, the ideas of technological and industrial sovereignty were accepted in 

the official ideology of many countries as the essential tool for showing and sustaining 

the power and productivity of a modern state.20 In 1932 a comity from Russia was 

                                                 
18 (Gºkalp, 1918, From Turkization, Islamization, Become Modernize, Bozdoĵan, 2001 p. 123) The 

Translation from Turkish was made by the author. 
19 (¥k­¿n, G.,1997, p.211) The translation from Turkish was made by the author. 
20 (Bozdoĵan, S., 2001, p.166) 
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invited to Turkey to analyze and write a report on our industrial development. In 1933 

an American expert team was invited for a second report. With the help of these two 

reports on the 8th of January 1933 the first Five Year Development Plan was prepared. 

21 The focus was given on specifically textile, mineral, cellulose, ceramic, and 

chemical industries. In the plan, it was decided to increase the use of domestic raw 

materials and to establish industrial facilities, to use the advanced technology in these 

industries and to meet the domestic consumption. 

The adoption of etatism both provided rapid development and indirectly benefited 

private enterprises. In order to provide qualified personnel such as engineer and 

business manager, The State has sent employees to domestic and foreign universities.  

Some of the returns started to work in private companies.22 

Considering the economic and social conditions in Turkey, Turkey has shaped their 

model of industrialization similar to Soviet Russia's. This system has both economic 

and social transformation potential and has been seen as a tool for realizing the ideals 

of the post-war Turkey.  

Studing on the Nazilli Basma Factory established in the early years of the republic, 

Doĵan explains the factories in his article by quoting Marx from; 

óôéthe seed of future education has been thrown in the factory system and began to 

sprout; with this kind of education, every child over a certain age will carry out the 

producer business together with learning and gymnastics, and this will be applied not 

only as a method for increasing effectiveness in education, but also as a single method 

for fully developed human beings.ôô 23 

When inspected, the structure of both sugar factories and other KITs (Public Economic 

Organization) established in the first period of the Republic, the traces of this approach 

are clearly seen. As a matter of fact, Doĵan mentions S¿merbank Basma Factories as 

                                                 
21 (Kºse, 2018, pp.41-42) 
22 (¥k­¿n, G.,1997, pp.218-219) 
23 (Doĵan, E., ¢., 2009, p.104)  
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an industrial school and states that the inclusion of a population based on agricultural 

production into the industry overlaps with the goal of creating a modern individual. 

Bozdoĵan stated the approach to industrialization of new Turkey's as follows: 

ó'There was another distance expected to be closed by industrial development and 

material welfare. This was the distance between the villager and the towner, between 

the rural and the city.ôô24 

The factory settlements that were established with this approach formed an 

intersection between the city and the countryside where they were established and 

introduced the modern life style to the rural life. The life in the campus is the way of 

life spread from here to the whole city. In this sense, it can be said that the Factory 

campuses are the equivalent of ómodel villagesô in urban scale. 

Especially the factories established in the first period of the republic were established 

in cities other than Ankara and Istanbul and this social transformation was wanted to 

spread throughout the country. Bozdoĵan said about modern architecture ôpouring the 

technological civilization into the national culture patternô25 is concretized in the 

factory campuses. The factory buildings at the campus are already a symbol of 

technology, while the rest of the buildings and lands are the symbol of the modern 

lifestyle of the modern society. Cengizkan stated the modernist approach reflected in 

the architecture of the campus as; 

óóThe collective intention of modernism in establishing healthy and regular living 

environments resulted in the aesthetization of the close circles and living conditions 

of the subjects.ôô 26 

2.3. Turkey Sugar Industry: An Industrial Network of Modern Republic  

Turkey Sugar Factories Inc. (TSFAS) is an industrial network that is established by Ķĸ 

Bank, Ziraat Bank and Sumerbank in 1935.  The aim of the Company is not only 

                                                 
24 (Bozdoĵan, S., 2001, p.150) 
25 (Bozdoĵan, S.,2001). The translation from Turkish was made by the author. 
26(Cengizkan, 2002, pp.212-219)  
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economic development but also providing the social transformation. The modern life 

style that is built in the factory is actually the way of life desired to be spread on an 

entire city and a whole country. From this point of view, it is possible to see factory 

facilities as a core that triggers both physical and social transformation of the city. The 

factories have been the institutions that provide the ideal of creating a new citizen 

model with the social facilities they provide. Sugar Factories have created an interface 

between rural and urban areas as a form of production and organization system (figure 

2.1.). 

 

Figure 2.1. During the opening of the sugar factory on the banner writes, óYou bring life and hope to 

our provinceô.  (Source: Archive of TSFAS)     

Between 17 February and March 4 1923, to configure the economy and to quickly 

recover the Republic of Turkey, the First Economic Congress of Izmir was held. In 

the congress the decision to support private enterprise and to establish a Government 

bank.  In 1927 the Teĸvik-i Sanayi Kanunu (Industrial Encouragement Law) was put 

in to effect. By law, incentives such as exclusion of excise tax from sugar produce and 

exclusion of land tax from beet given to sugar factories were presented, with the 
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Teĸviki Sanayi Kanunu Muvakkatē  (Incentive Industry Law Regulation) issued in 

1913 exemption and various conveniences were maintained to protect domestic 

enterprises. 27  

Sugar production was an industrial field preferred by developing countries because it 

provided both agricultural production and industrial development at the same time. 

Mustafa Kemal in his opening speech at the first Izmir Economy Congress, Mustafa 

Kemal Atat¿rk expressed his ideas about agriculture and industry in order to provide 

this order with the social and economic order envisaged in the country. His ideas are 

as followes:  

ñOur country is a country of agriculture. For this reason, the majority of our people 

are farmers, shepherds. Therefore, we can show the greatest strength, power in this 

field and we can be thrown into important competition areas in this area, but we also 

have to expand and expand our industry. If we continue to be tolerant of the industry, 

we also pay tribute to foreigners in industrial products, we need to trade to exchange 

products and products and turn them into wealth.ò 28 

At the congress, decisions were taken to encourage sugar beet agriculture and the 

establishment of sugar factories under the title of ¢ift­iliĵe Ait Bazē Maddeler (Some 

Matters belonging to Agriculture). 29  When the sectoral distribution of the country's 

population in this period is examined, it is seen that 90% of the population was in the 

agricultural sector (table 2.1.). Considering this situation, the development of 

agriculture-based industry, opening of Sugar Factories can be considered one of the 

most logical steps.  

 

 

                                                 
27 (Taĸdoĵan, 2011) ; (¦­ok, Akēncē, Malko­, Koru, 1973) 
28 (Y¿cel, 2015,p.19) Translated by the author. 
29 (¥k­¿n, 1997 ); (Ko­, 2010, pp.154-155) 
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Table 2.1. Sectoral distribution of working population between 1923-80 (Source: Turkish Sugar 

Industry in the 80th Anniversary of the Republic, 2003) 

 

With the ñķeker Fabrikalarēna Bahĸolunan Ķmtiyaz ve Muafiyet Hakkēnda Kanunò 

(law on Concession and Exemption Given to Sugar Factories) issued in 1925, 

entrepreneurs who were going to open up a sugar factory were given 5 hectares of land 

and were exempt from various taxes. Due to the Lausanne Agreement the government 

could not change anything about the amount of customs taxes it takes from imported 

sugar.  In order to preserve the sugar factories, in 25.01.1926 the government issued 

the ķeker Ķnhisar Kanunu (Sugar Monopolization Law) which monopolized the 

imported sugar and domestic produced sugar trade.30 

After these arrangements, the first sugar factory was established in 1926 in Uĸak, 

under the leadership of Nuri ķeker, with the support of local participants. Due to the 

existing budget not being sufficient for the establishment of the factory, the financial 

support of the Sanayi ve Maadin Bank and the company Skoda (Czechoslovak) was 

provided. The factory that opened in 1926 did not have enough budget for the long-

term operation and due to limited raw material production in the country not being 

enough, Uĸak Terakki Ziraat T.A.ķ. declared bankruptcy in 1931 and after the 

bankruptcy in, the Factory was transferred to Sanayi ve Maadin Bank, the Devlet 

                                                 
30 (Sugar Institution, 2011); (Taĸdoĵan, 2011 ); (¦­ok, Akēncē, Malko­, Koru, 1973) 
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Sanayi Ofisi (State Industry Office) and finally to S¿merbank respectively. 31 

Again in 1926, the company capital of T¿rkiye Ķĸ Bank, Ziraat Bank of T. C., Trakya 

provinces of private administrations, including Trakya farmers and privately owned 

"Sugar Factories T.A.ķ. Istanbul and Trakya" have been established and this company 

has opened the Alpullu Sugar Factory. 32 Atat¿rk, who visited the factory in 1930, 

expressed his opinion on the Sugar Factories and the future of the factories as follows:  

óThe reproduction of the Sugar Factories in every suitable area of our country and 

thus the provision of sugar needs of the country should be recognized among our 

important goalsô33 

Third Sugar Factory opened in Eskiĸehir in 1933 by "Anadolu ķeker Fabrikalarē T. A. 

ķ." 99% of the Company's finance belongs to Ķĸ Bank, Ziraat Bank and S¿merbank 

the remaining 1% belongs to Muammer Eriĸ and M¿mtaz Bey.  

The fourth sugar factory was founded by Turhal Sugar Factory in 1934 in Turhal. 

Ķĸbank and Ziraat Bank are also partners in the establishment of this factory 

Although the establishment these sugar factories was not one of the decisions taken 

within the scope of the 1st Five-Year Development Plan, which covers these dates, it 

is seen that the historical process is overlapped with the decision taken in the congress.  

Usually the counterparts for spatial reflections of the Republican ideology are found 

in the structure of the factories in socialist countries. Because of this when establishing 

Sugar factories in Turkey these countries were consulted for their knowledge and 

technology support. Uĸak Sugar Factory was founded by Skoda Company and 

Alpullu, Eskiĸehir and Turhal factories were established by German company 

"Maschinenfabrik Buckau R. Wolf".34   

Uĸak and Alpullu Sugar Factories, the first two sugar factories, were established as 

                                                 
31 (Ey¿poĵlu, 1963) 
32 Ibid. 
33 (Turkish Sugar Industry in the 80th Anniversary of the Republic, 2003, p.12) 
34 http://www.turkseker.gov.tr/Tarihce.aspx, 
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joint stock companies. The shares of these companies, which were established by 

private enterprise, were sold to important bureaucrats and business people over time. 

After the sale, the major shareholders took the sale of sugar in the country and 

minimized the production activities in the factories in order to gain higher earnings 

and put the sugar they imported into the market with high prices. 35 This made it 

necessary for the country to take sugar production into its own hands. In 06.07.1935 

finally combining these four companies T¿rkiye ķeker Fabrikalarē A.ķ. (TSFAS, 

Turkey Sugar Factories Inc.)  was founded, the company's finance was divided equally 

among Iĸ Bank, Zēraat Bank and S¿merbank. With this merge, it is aimed to increase 

the production of beetroot and to spread it to a wider audience, to ensure the 

coordinated operation of the factories in terms of production and administration, and 

to save on the administrative expenses and to provide convenience when providing 

credit. 36 

Between the years 1930-39 due to the upcoming footsteps of World War II, Turkey's 

economy is routed to defense spending significantly and planned investments in the 

industry had to be postponed. In this period, Keyder summarized the government's 

industrial policy as óself-sufficientô. This policy was carried out based in agriculture 

because there was no foreign capital37. However, a series of measures focused on 

agriculture were taken to protect the economy; 

Policies such as ñMilli Koruma Kanunuò (National Protection Law), ñVarlēk vergisi 

ve Toprak Mahsulleri Vergisiò (Wealth Tax and Soil Products Tax), ñ¢ift­iyi 

Topraklandērma Kanunuò (Farmer Grounding Law) and Establishment of Kºy 

Enstit¿leri (Village Institutes) were introduced. All these practices could not stop the 

economy going bad. Boratav considers the period between 1940-45 as 'interruption 

and decline period' 38. As seen in timeline (Table 2.3), there is no investment or 

movement in the Sugar Industry in these years. However, as a result of these policies, 

                                                 
35 (¥zer, 2014, pp.358-359) 
36 (Ey¿poĵlu, 1963) 
37 (Keyder, 2009, pp.313-315) 
38 (Boratav, 2012, p.81-83) 
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significant price fluctuations were experienced in the agricultural sector in very short 

time intervals. Until 1942, wheat, cotton, sugar beet was sold far below the market 

price due to the 'National Protection Law' and after 1942 there was an increase of 

almost 200% in the prices of these products. In 1944, an attempt was made to restore 

equilibrium with the 'Soil Products Tax', but all these policy changes seriously affected 

the economic balance of the farmer39.  

The multi-party period began in 1946, which led to changes in economic policies. The 

economy, which had a protectionist perspective until 1946, began to be liberalized 

after this year. The industrialization based on the domestic market has turned its place 

to the agriculture, mine, infrastructure investments and development that gives priority 

to the foreign market40. 

Until 1951, the sugar needs of the country were provided by four factories - Uĸak, 

Alpullu, Eskisehir, Turhal. However, as the population increased the sugar that was 

being produced was not enough anymore. The collapsed economy due to World War 

II tried to be repaired by the Marshal help that came from USA towards the end of the 

war in 1948. Turkey used the money that came from America specifically to improve 

the industry based on agricultural production. 41 In 1951 the óķeker Rasyonalizasyonu 

Komitesió (Sugar Rationalization Committee) ôwas established by Celal Bayar, the 

economy minister of the era, to guide the economic situation of the country. In 1951, 

this committee planned the "ķeker Sanayii'nin Tevsi Programē" (Extension of Sugar 

Industry) and 11 other factories were opened with this program with the first opening 

in 1953. Three of the factories opened were ordered to a French company and eight of 

them were ordered to a German company. 42 In this process, the company started to 

support cooperatives. The company has decided not to buy beets from a non-

cooperated farmer until the 90's.With the strengthening of the cooperatives, Adapazarē 

                                                 
39 (Boratav, 2012, p.81-83) 
40 (Ibid, pp, 86-91) 
41 (Tekeli, 2010); (Baskēcē, Ko­, 2013) 
42 (¦­ok, Akēncē, Malko­, Koru, 1973) 
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and Amasya Sugar factories, were the Companies to become the partner of the factory 

together with the cooperative. 43   

After the 11 factories opened, it was decided to open 3 more plants in Ankara, 

Kastamonu and Adana. The factory in Adana was planned to produce sugar using 

sugar cane. In this context, the Company sent three members to India for their 

education. 44 Although there was a period of growth for the Sugar Company, the 

country's economy stagnated from the 50s to the early 1960s. In this period, external 

debts and aids have become chronic in the forthcoming period.45 

Despite all these developments, the country's industry had not developed enough to 

make a factory of its own. 46 Therefore, it was an important goal for the country to 

establish a factory with its own materials. In 1962, 65% of the assembly of the Ankara 

Sugar Factory was provided with domestic production. A large part of this production 

was made in Sugar Company Mechanical Workshops (Turhal, Erzincan, Eskiĸehir). 47  

By the end of the 70s, the company entered a period of growth once again. It can be 

said that the most important policy of the 5-year development plans implemented by 

the Turkish economy for development purposes between 1960-1980 was the import 

substitution. From the 60s to the end of the 70s, agriculture sector maintained its 

importance for the Country's economy. Although the contribution of industry to the 

economy increased at a faster pace, there was still a large population in the country 

dealing with agriculture. Populist politic approaches in agriculture were followed due 

                                                 
43 The cooperatives and the benefits of the cooperatives, which were opened in almost all of the numbers 

of Pancar Magazine from 51 to 70, were mentioned.  
44 (Sugar Industry in the 50th Anniversary of the Republic, 1973, pp. 25-26) 
45 (Boratav, 2012, pp.110-111) 
46 Uĸak sugar factory Skoda Company, Alpullu, Eskisehir, Turhal, Adapazari and Erzurum, with the 

support of the Buckau R. Wolf, Amasya, Konya, Burdur and Susurluk with the support of four foreign 

companies with the support of the company, Kayseri and Malatya Fives - Lil le company support, Elazig 

Was established by the Cail company in Erzincan with the support of the BMA Company. K¿tahya 

Sugar Factory was established with the support of both Buckau R. Wolf and B.M.A companies. 

(Ey¿poĵlu, 1967) 
47 (Ey¿poĵlu, 1967)   
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to the political profits come from this population.48 The objectives of the 3rd Five-

Year Development Plan (1973-1977) are as follows:  

ñNow, the state will move towards the industrial frames, such as intermediate goods 

and investment goods, which require only very large fund or which are related to the 

defense of the country, or will undertake the necessary attempts for the 

industrialization of our underdeveloped provinces. These are high social profits, non-

cash profits or even actual loss attempts. But our Turkey has learned from the 

experience we have said above, industrial plants are not just a production institution, 

but also education and training institutions. The goal to unite Turkey and to be able 

to produce technology cannot be achieved by school alone but to have both schools 

and industry plants to complete each other.ò 49 

Parallel to this decision, since 1977, sugar factories have been opened in provinces 

where the climate is not suitable for growing sugar beet. Sugar Factories are very 

suitable facilities for the purpose of planning with the aim of ensuring the continuity 

of agriculture and the development of the countryside and the development of the 

industry.  

As a result of the military coup in 1980, the economic order changed again and the 

financial situation of the KĶTs was relieved. In the mid-80s, investments in KĶTs began 

to decline significantly. Boratav stated that this situation caused technological erosion 

and efficiency decrease in KĶTs in industrial sector. The idea of privatization of KĶTs 

is an important development in this period.50 Decrease in the yield of agricultural 

products in exports in this period, the support policies towards agriculture have been 

narrowed. This situation has affected the farmer significantly. 

 

 

                                                 
48 (Boratav, 2012, pp.130-140) 
49 3rd Five-Year Development Plan  
50 (Boratav,2012,  pp145-155) 
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Table 2.2. Distribution of TSFAS owned factories and institutions in Turkey 
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From 1926(Usak and Alpullu) until 2001 (Kirsehir) Turkey has opened a total of 30 

Sugar Factories. These sugar factories are, Uĸak and Alpullu (1926), Eskiĸehir (1933), 

Turhal (1934), Adapazarē (1953), Amasya, K¿tahya and Konya (1954), Kayseri, 

Burdur and Susurluk (1955), Malatya, Erzincan, Elazēĵ and Erzurum (1956), Ankara 

(1962), Kastamonu (1963), Afyon (1977), Mus and Ilgin (1982), Bor (1983), Agri 

(1984), Elbistan (1985), Ercis and ¢arĸamba (1989) , ¢orum (1991), Kars (1993), 

Yozgat (1998), Kērĸehir Sugar Factory (2001) 51 (table 2.2.). 

Turkey has also opened 5 Machinery Factories in Eskiĸehir, Turhal, Erzincan, Ankara 

and Afyon, 5 Ethyl alcohol factories in Eskiĸehir, Turhal, Amasya, Malatya and 

Erzurum, 4 farm in Alpullu (Sarēmsaklē), Ankara, Aĵrē, Afyon and only in Ankara 

opened Sugar Institute, Seed Processing Factory, Electromechanical Devices Factory 

and the Kizelgur Factory which has been demolished in present day, all within the 

Sugar Factories. All of these facilities have reduced the dependence of factories to the 

foreign institutions and have become the institutions that are able to handle their own 

needs and also host scientific and technological developments. 52 

When table 2.3 is analyzed, it is seen that attempts to establish the Sugar Factories 

were collected in 3 different periods. These periods also correspond to the times when 

the prevailing ideology and economic policies in the country have changed. This 

situation caused different social and physical conditions provided by the factories 

(table 2.3.). 

2.3.1.Ideology and Organization of Turkey Sugar Factory Inc. 

Central farms were established simultaneously with the establishment of the Sugar 

Factories. As soon as factories were established, it would be difficult for the farmer to 

produce enough beets for the factory to work. The aim of the farm, which was first 

                                                 
51 Ķlhan Tekeli, in his book óIndustrial Articles for Industrial Societyô, different section 1923-1950, 

between 1950-1970, 1970-1988, consisting of 20-25 years periods. in the period. Considering the 

establishment years of the factories, this scheme is seen to be. 

52 (Turkish Sugar Industry in the 80th Anniversary of the Republic, 2003) 
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established in Alpullu, is to grow beets for the factory. The farms were also used to 

teach the farmer beet farming.  

As the farms gained more experience, they began the production of various types of 

seeds, and to use the fertilizer that increases production. They started animal breeding, 

and produced milk and dairy products using these animals . These products are sold 

inside the factory at the canteens. The farms can also be used to conduct scientific 

research for different government institutions and universities. Aside from the farms 

owned by TSFAS every Factory has a farm belonging to itself.  (figure 2.2.).    

  

Figure 2.2. Farm photos ( Source: Archive of TSFAS) 

Although the sugar factories aimed to produce their own machines since their 

establishment, the factories established until 1962 were established by foreign 

companies, mainly German. The maintenance, repair and spare parts of the machines 

were made in 1933 at the workshops which were established under the body of 

Eskiĸehir Sugar Factory and which formed the basis of the Machinery Factories. With 

the increasing factories, the capacity of these workshops had grown and they had 

started industrializing. Machinery Factories do not produce only for the Sugar 

Company, but also for other government agencies and the private sector. In this way, 

both the company's expenses are met and an income is provided to the company.  

Sugar Factories are in active production for 5-6 months of the year. In this period, 

named as the campaign period, by-products such as molasses and pulp, which are the 

residues of beet, emerge. Ethyl Alcohol Factories were established to produce alcohol 
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from these wastes. 53 These products are also used as animal food. The factory by 

selling these by products in either way manages to not let anything go to waste and 

also earns money.  

Another expense item of the company, the need for electromechanical equipment was 

attempted to be solved in 1977 with a unit established within the Sugar Institute.54 

Founded in 1979, the main purpose of EMAF is to meet the need for qualified 

electromechanical equipment, maintenance, and repair of Sugar Factories within the 

country by using its own means. Like other factories, this factory serves both state 

institutions and the private sector. EMAF also provides training on these devices. 55  

The farmers' seed need was also solved within the company. The raw sugar beet seed 

taken to the Seed Processing Factory is put on the market after it has passed the 

necessary procedures and controls. Sugar beet farmers do not have a requirement to 

buy beet seeds from this factory, however when the beet grows, the factory guarantees 

the purchase of beet from this farmer. The farmer pays the seed price after selling the 

beet to the factory. This system provides both the quality of the beet, the continuity of 

the beet production and the financial stability of the farmer. 56  The factory has been 

acquired by the Sugar Institute in 2017.  

Kizelgur Factory was established for the production of kizelgur which is an important 

import item and used to filter the sugar. 57 The factory was closed in the 2000's the 

reason of not using this substance anymore and that it was harmful for the health.  

The foundations of the Sugar Institute are laid first in Uĸak. With the establishment of 

TSFAS, this laboratory moves to Eskiĸehir. In 1958, it is decided to expand the 

                                                 
53 It was founded in 1928 in Alpullu and then in Usak (as a spirit factory). However, due to technical 

inability to work, T.ķ.F.A.ķ. these two factories were dismantled and the first Ethyl Alcohol Factory 

was established in Eskiĸehir in 1938. (Taygun, 1993, pp. 189-190)  
54 The Electromechanical Branch, which was established under the General Directorate, was renamed 

as Electromechanical Factory on 10.11.1977 with the decision of the Board of Directors. 
55 http://www.turkseker.gov.tr/MakinaFabrikalari.aspx, retrieved from, May 5, 2018 
56 It was compiled from the staff working in the Seed Factory. 
57 Before this chemical was an important import item, in order to reduce costs and use our own 

resources, a research laboratory was established within the Institute, Kizelgur Factory was opened on 

08.02.1983. (Taygun, 1993, p.186) 
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laboratory to Ankara. 58 From 1961 onward, new staff will were sent abroad for 

training (figure 2.3.). Within the framework of the 1st Five-Year Development Plan, 

the ñSugar Instituteò is planned. 59 

 

Figure 2.3. List of Institute employees (Source: Sugar Beet Research Institute and Sugar Technology 

Research Institute Guide, 1966) 

The Institute conducts applied research and development studies to solve the 

agricultural and technological problems of the sugar industry and participates in and 

supports national and international scientific studies. Various soil, seed, and drug 

types are investigated in the experimental fields of the institute. Providing training to 

technical staff within the company, the Institute advises various institutions and also 

                                                 
58  The foundations of the Sugar Institute were first laid out in 1932 by two experts from Germany and 

experimented with the experiment and pest laboratories established within the Uĸak Sugar Factory. On 

the one hand, these experts train their Turkish assistants who work on their side.After establishing 

T.ķ.F.A.ķ. in 1935, the laboratories are moved to Eskiĸehir. The seed production section in Adapazarē 

is also added to this laboratory. With the returning of the employees sent to study abroad, in 1951, 

óAgricultural Research Laboratoriesôs study area was expanded and opened. Based on the scientific and 

technological developments, it was decided to extend these laboratories to Ankara in 1958. ( Taygun, 

1993) 
59 Genel M¿d¿r Fahrettin Mutluayôēn Tºren Konuĸmasē (Pancar, 1966, 171, 16-17.) 
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cooperates with universities. Nowadays, there is a serious decrease in the number of 

employees of the institute and scientific studies are still going on. 

In 1969, the General Directorate officials said about the machinery factory opened to 

Pancar Magazine: 

óéThese facilities are being established to evaluate the free time of Sugar Factories 

outside the Campaign, thus increasing the share of domestic production of Sugar 

Factories in the beginning, in order to meet the increasing domestic machinery 

requirement in parallel with the country of industry which is in a great development 

move.ô60 

This approach is acceptable for all factories opened by the Company. (figure 2.4.) 

 

Figure 2.4. sugar production cycle. (Cumhuriyetin 50. Yēlēnda ķeker Sanayimiz. (1973). 

 

                                                 
60 Ankaraôda Sanayi Makinalarē Ķmal Edilen Bir Tesis Kuruldu,(Pancar, 1969, 196,p.30) 
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Figure 2.5. Components of the Sugar Network. The image from the book. (organized by Author)   
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Looking at all these institutions within the structure of TSFAS it is an institution that 

can solve all problems and needs within its own resources by using its own resources 

from production to development and brings together the objectives of the new social 

and economic order of the republic in a single company (figure 2.5.). All the factories 

established within the company, by working for the company cancel the dependence 

to the outside and by working for the market they provide income to the Sugar 

Company. As well as not producing any waste material to the factory, all the products 

entering and leaving are put to use as efficiently as possible. During the campaign 

periods, the hot water used for the production of sugar is then used to heat the lodging 

houses. Electricity is generated from the resulting water vapor. The electricity 

produced is used both for the factory and for housing. Therefore, an ideal system that 

works with maximum efficiency, environmentally sensitive and sustainable is 

established for Sugar Factories.  

Due to the nature of production in sugar factories it is directly related to agriculture. 

Turkey from the past to the present has done agriculture in rural areas. Therefore, 

Turkey Sugar Factories have a large rural organization. In addition to the factory 

campuses, in provinces where beet cultivation is dense, there are pancar bºlge ĸefliĵi 

(district chieftancy), called head of regions or district chiftancy, and in villages there 

are weighbridges. The beets from the villages are collected in the weighbridge and the 

beet collected go to the beet factory by road or rail way. The control of the 

weighbridges and the transportation of the beet harvested from the villages to the 

factory managed by the head of the region. (figure 2.6.) 

 

Figure 2.6. TSFAS organization chart 
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The registration of agriculture for each farmer in the villages is kept in the 

weighbridges. On the other hand, the head of regions informs the relevant factory 

about the information collected by the village. Factories do not work only within the 

province where they are located. For each province without a sugar factory, the 

responsibility area of each factory is determined. This forms of organization makes 

almost the whole country a part of the Sugar network. Pancar Magazine (see 2.3.2.), 

which started to be published since 1951, is transmitted to the districts and villages by 

the help of this organization. Therefore, the factories provide the city with the physical 

facilities it offers itself, and the countryside accords the modern life through the 

provincial organization. 

2.3.2.Institutional and Social Identity 

The administration of these factories, which were opened not only with economic but 

also with a social mission, was entrusted to foreign engineers because of the problem 

of finding educated employees. In 1935, the company set up a Personnel Training 

Policy to train its own staff. Advertisements were placed in newspapers to hire young 

people, who had high school education, for the factory. The recruited young people 

have been trained in the factory for 1 year and then sent to various countries, including 

Germany, in order to receive engineering education. Until 1938, the administration of 

sugar factories that was managed by foreign engineers was transferred to Turkish 

engineers after that date. 61 

 The members of the company, who returned with awareness of the social mission on 

them, played an important role in the formation of the institution and the 

óconfectionerô identity. In their factories, they have been involved in scientific studies 

to improve agriculture, and have carried out various studies in order to convey their 

own knowledge and modern life culture, which they received in the west to the rest of 

the society. In this sense, factories can be considered as a core. The lifestyle within 

the factory is actually the way of life that is desired to be spread to the whole country.  

                                                 
61 Osman Bozokôs memory (Taygun, 1993) 
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All these scientific studies, the subtleties of sugar beet cultivation, the use of 

agricultural tools and the developments in the world in this area were taking place in 

the óPancarô magazine and journal of óķekerô which started to appear in 1951 ( figure 

2.7.). The purpose of these journals was to raise the awareness of beet farmers on 

agricultural, technical, and economic issues. 62  In ķeker Journal, there are scientific 

articles, article translations, and technical issues, which are mostly written by, institute 

employees. In Pancar Magazine, there are articles about social life such as the use of 

agricultural tools, the cultivation of various agricultural products, especially the beet, 

the latest developments in the company and the developments in ķeker Spor, how to 

make a farmer's house, how to take measures against various diseases and even 

recipes. Journals and other publications of the company have been published in Mars 

Printing House, one of the Company's subsidiaries after 1957. 63 Pancar Magazine, 

which was published monthly, starts to be, published every two months in 1978 and 

every three months in the 80s.64 In addition to journals, the company has many 

publications that are written for information purposes or translated by the employees 

of the institute. 

  

Figure 2.7. left:Pancar Monthly Magazine of Farmers belongs to different years, right: Journal of 

ķeker (Author, 2018) 

As it can be understood from the existence of the Institute, the Company gave great 

                                                 
62 (Taygun, 1993); (Bancē, 2006); (Turkish Sugar Factory A.ķ Employee Guide, 1973, pp.49-50) 
63 (Turkish Sugar Factory A.ķ Employee Guide, 1973, p.56-57) 

 
64 All journals an magazines published between 1951 and 1989 were examined by the author. 
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importance to education. According to the article published in 1969 Pancar Magazine, 

in 1955, 18 sugar factories gave farmer children between the ages of 15-18 one-month 

trainings. Within the scope of this training, children were given courses about 

vegetable growing, fruit growing, livestock farming, irrigation, agricultural 

machinery, as well as physical education. During the course, the young people who 

stayed in the factories also received daily wages. At the end of the course, three most 

successful students are given gifts (figure 2.8.). 65   

The company does not only give importance to education on agriculture but also in 

development in all social cultural areas. The cultural associations established by the 

staff in the factories that óhad brought a well-cultured community togetherô66 organize 

cultural, film and literary nights for both residents and people outside the factory. In 

addition, various theatre groups and choirs were invited to perform in the cinema hall 

of the factory. 67 In some factories, language courses and instrument courses are 

offered. The factories' sports halls, football, basketball tennis courts, and restaurant 

are open to the citizens. The gym also offers a variety of courses. 68 

                                                 
65 Farmer's Children Agricultural Training Courses (Pancar, 1969, 205, pp.4-8)  
66 The article in Pancar Magazine, Afif Gedizôs definition who is one of the first members of the 

company (Pancar, 1958, 80, p.5)  
67 From the interview with the former members of the factory, Nilg¿n ¢elebi and Filiz Y¿ksel. 
68 (Pancar, 1958, 80, p.5) 
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Figure 2.8. Training of Children of Farmers from Different Factories (Source:Pancar,1965, vol.205)
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With the 1938 body dressage law, it was compulsory for state institutions to establish 

their own sports clubs. Similar to other institutions established during the Republican 

period, T.S.F is one of the institutions that laid down the foundation for the Turkish 

youth to realize their ideals by establishing their own club. This law both promotes 

sport, which is an indicator of being modern, and reflects the bio-policy of the period 

aimed at keeping young people ready for military service and work. óNext to the sport 

facilities established by S¿merbank Tekel enterprises, Kēzēlay Gas Mask Factory, 

Ereĵli Coal Mines, they also set up clubs for various sports, provided trainers for 

employees, training opportunities, provided sports clothing and sport equipment.ô69 

In 1947, within the body of Turkey Sugar Factories wearing green-white jerseys ķeker 

Spor Club was founded. Each factory has its own team (figure 2.9.). ķeker Spor has 

professional teams under the branch of football, basketball, wrestling; amateur teams 

under the bfarmes of, volleyball, table tennis, cycling, and parachute. 70 These teams 

consist of both professional athletes and factory employees. Tournaments are 

organized between the units within the factory as well as between the factories. The 

teams participate also in international competitions, and the teams going abroad 

represent the country, not just the Company.71 Due to the closed teams, these activities 

are being reduced to a small extent but they are still participating in tournaments with 

their ongoing teams. ķeker Spor has achieved several successes both at home and 

abroad. 

Young people, that come from different provinces and are licensed sportsman of ķeker 

Sports, are doing their practices in sport hall, open courts and stadium and are staying 

at the Sugar Factory's sport dormitories. The Sugar Company has contracted with 

various universities in the country, making it easier for its athletes to receive university 

education in their field. The financial support of ķeker Spor is provided by the 

percentage cut off from the salaries of the employees of TSFAS With these 

opportunities provided the Sugar Company increases the sense of belonging of the 

                                                 
69 (Akēn, 2004)  
70 (Turkish Sugar Factory A.ķ Employee Guide, 1973, pp.57-58) 
71 (Tarus, 2018, p.119) 

Tarus' book contains detailed information about the life in the factories. 
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athletes to the corporation and ensures their loyalty and affection for the Sugar 

Institutions. 72 

 

Figure 2.9. Sports club logos of different factories (source: Both http://www.futbollogo.com) 

 

Figure 2.10. ķeker Spor Football Team  (Archive of TSFAS)

                                                 
72 ķeker Sports Club athletes have been compiled from the interview. 
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Each year, the company offers gifts to farmers at the beginning of the campaign 

period. In the '50s, the ñFarmer's Prize Ceremonyò was organized and the prizes ñthe 

best cultivated beet awardò to the farmer and ñthe working together awardò to the 

village was given. This ceremony was held on the same day in all factories. The 

farmers also accompanied the ceremony with drums and clarions in the factory's 

casino. The village was rewarded with agricultural tools such as Moto pumps, as a 

reward for the whole village, while the farmer was given awards such as a horse or ox 

cart, plow and harrow. 73 In the news published in the 70s Pancar Magazine, this 

tradition is referred to as ñSugar Festò. Since 1955, the campaign (sugar) festival has 

become a tradition.74 The ceremony is held on the first day of the campaign, thus it is 

not on the same day in each factory. While each factory is different, usually folk 

dances are accompanied by drums, and an animal sacrifice is made. 75Although the 

award tradition has changed a bit, it still continues today. On the first day of the 

campaign, the first ten farmers who bring the beet to the factory are given gifts such 

as television and motor oil, and an animal sacrifice is made. 76  Employees of the Sugar 

Company are given gifts such as watches, gold coins on special days like the 50th year 

and every five years after the first twenty years (figure 2.11.) . 77 This tradition is not 

continued for civil servants but is continued on the basis of workers only. 

  

Figure 2.11. left: 50th Anniversary gift, cigarette cases, right: Malatya Sugar Factory Award Ceremony from 

Campaing Fest (Malatya ķeker Fabrikasēnda ¢ift­iye M¿kafat Tevzii, Pancar Aylēk ¢ift­i Dergisi,1958,  vol.78 

,p.2) 

                                                 
73 Malatya Sugar Factory Farmer Grant Ceremony, (Pancar, 1958, 79, pp.2-3). 
74 Konyaôda ķeker Bayramē (Pancar, 1958) 
75 (Pancar. 1973, 244, pp.28-31); (Pancar, 1973, 245, pp.28-31) 
76 Ibid.; Ibid. 
77 Interview with member of the Company, Habip ¥zt¿rk. 
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In addition to the start-up ceremonies of the campaign, New Year balls were organized 

in the factories until 2012. In addition to the local governors such as the governor, the 

district governor all the factory employees, the elders of the city were also invited to 

attend the ball. According to the old employees and the elders of the company, the 

famous artists of the period were invited along with the band of the factory to take 

stage on the day. These balls were arranged in the cinema-restaurant part of the 

factories or by the pool and people would dress proper for this event. There are also 

traditions of the company that continue today. One of them is celebrating the holidays. 

On the first day of Ramadan and Kurban, all colonial residents are gathered at the 

guesthouse or restaurant. The ñgold dayò organized among women of the factory is 

also made in the same places. 

One of the important areas of socialization in the campus is locals. Although it is a 

separate building in the first period factories, in the later periods it becomes a part of 

the restaurant where you gather round after work to drink some stuff, play games like 

pool, table tennis aside from the traditional board games. Promises are made to gather 

for the match here and gold daysô area also held here.  

Again in 1951, company employees founded the Association of ñSugar Ķndustry 

Members Establishment and Sustainment of Charity foundationsò. With the money 

collected by this Association, 6 mosques and 10 schools were built from 1951 to 1973. 

The schools were then transferred to the Ministry of National Education (MEB). The 

association has also built a higher education dormitory in Ankara and Istanbul, and 

has opened student guesthouses in Eskisehir, Erzurum, and Konya. The dormitory in 

Ankara was then transferred to the Credit and Dormitories Institution (KYK). In return 

for this transfer, the Company was given the quota of all KYKs in the country. The 

students of the family of Sugar are able to benefit from these dormitories by means of 

the "sugar quota".78 In addition to dormitory facilities, sugar camps were opened in 

                                                 

78 (T¿rkiye ķeker Fabrikalarē A.ķ Personel Rehberi, 1973, p.57) 
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Erdek and Tekirdaĵ by the Association for the Members of Sugar. 79 There is only 

Erdek Sugar Camp today (figure 2.12). 

  

Figure 2.12. left: Erdek Sugar Camp (http://erdekotelleri.balnet.net) , right: Ankara ķeker Student 

Dormitory (Turkish Sugar Factory A.ķ Employee Guide, 1973,p.56-57)  

As mentioned in chapter 2.3, TSFAS has separate developmental periods. The sugar 

factories established in the first period have a more extrovert structure than the ones 

established after. The fact that the factories established in this period have functions 

such as hospitals in the campus makes the campus a more public space. Social 

facilities in the first period factories are used more actively by the whole city. After 

the opening of the Turhal Sugar Factory, 4 cinema halls were opened in the district. 

Osman ¥zg¿r, whose family is also a member of the company, stated that the ñelite 

section of the Turhal" went to the ballrooms and that the workers were reluctant to go. 

The factories established in later periods behave more like social structures. Dogan, 

whose extensive work on Sumerbank in the Republican era, made a similar 

determination. In this situation, the fact that the employees of the company consisted 

mostly of individuals belonging to the same family was also effective.80 Most of the 

members of the company interviewed during the field study referred to the ķeker 

Company as the family business. With this situation, all of the social facilities offered 

by the factory were actually factors that strengthened corporate belonging. 

Turkish Sugar Factory Joint Company, which is founded in 1935, has a logo that 

                                                 
79 Ibid., p.49 
80 (Doĵan, 2009) 



 

 

 

46 

 

consists of eight beets lined up in a circle. The green white logo was not only on the 

entrance of the factory, but also on the sugar loafs, company publications, serving 

platters in dining room and restaurants, and towels. These colors were used the wires 

surrounding the factory area and inside and outside environmental regulations of the 

factory. It is understood that there is factory nearby before entering there yet. During 

the campaign periods, the smell of sugar in the air is felt very easily outside of the 

campus. Although it is unlikeablefragrance, it is almost a sign flare for sugar factories.  

Sugar Factories, which are having the most unpleasant days of their history, are still 

seen as "home" by their employees. Employees who were employed in 2017 and were 

forced to come to Ankara as the factories they worked were privatized stated that they 

knew whichever factory they would go to they knew that they would have, food, a 

place to sleep, good social environment, and that they felt safe. 81  

2.3.3. Sugar Production 

The raw material for sugar produced in Turkish Sugar factory is sugar beet. Because 

sugar beet is a plant that requires continental climate, it is mostly cultivated in Central 

Anatolia. Beet harvest is done in September-October. Due to the weather conditions, 

the starting and ending dates of each factory are different from each other, but the 

factories are active in an average of 5 months for production each year. In other words, 

production periods are approximately between September and February. 

 

 

                                                 

81 It was compiled from interviews with employees from privatized factories. 
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Figure 2.13. Some of the beets are brought to the factory by rail and some by road or by truck or by 

carriages. (Archive of TSFAS) 

Thanks to the provincial organization (see 2.3.1.), it is determined when every district 

or even every village will transmit the beet to the factory. Beets are transported to the 

factory by railroad or by road. 

Once the beet has entered the factory, it is first weighed on weighbridge, laboratory 

analysis is carried out and the amount of money the farmer will receive is determined. 

The farmer then unloads the sugar beet of his truck (figure 2.13.), if it is empty, into 

the ôbeet poolô, if it is not empty, in to the ground silo with the help of the crane. The 

organization of these fields is done from the ôSquare Buildingô. The beet that is in the 

beet pool is flooded into the factory with the help of water pressure. 

During this process, the problems that may arise at the cranes and pools is handled by 

agricultural workshop workers that take place between the silos and beet ponds. 

The Factory main building consists of 3 separate parts: raw factory, refinery, and 

office. Beets come into the factory from the raw factory part. In this section, beet is 

washed, peeled, and cut. Prepared beets are boiled in diffusion towers and transferred 

to the sherbet refinery part. 

The refinery section is where the sherbet is converted into crystallized sugar. Chemical 

processes are mainly carried out here. The re-solidified sugar is purified by using lime, 

and is bleached with water to form a crystal sugar. Refinery offers direct access to the 

Office building where the labs are located. In each stage of the sugar production, 

analyses are carried out in these laboratories and nutrition and quality standards are 

maintained. 
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Hot water used in the sugar production stage is distributed to the factory from the 

boiler room, which is directly related to the main building. The limewater used for the 

treatment is also obtained from the lime quarry added to the refinery section. The 

limestone required for the lime kiln is stacked behind the factory. 

The produced sugar is sacked in the packaging section at the end of the refinery section 

and delivered to the warehouse. The delivery of the sugar sack to the warehouse is 

made through the passage between the warehouse and the factory. 

The hot water used in the whole production process is supplied to the heating line of 

the lodgings to provide heating. The water vapor generated is used to generate 

electricity in the turbine room, which is again transferred to the lodging houses for use 

(figure 2.14.). 

 

Figure 2.14. Sugar production diagram 
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Most of the Sugar Factory consists of open areas, which are also a part of the 

production. Limestone and coal are stacked in these areas. In the pools of bagasse, wet 

bagasse is dried. The dried bagasse is sold as animal feed. 

Behind the beet ponds, there are settling pools where the wastewater from these pools 

is stored. Wastewater is set to rest in these ponds for a while and then purified. The 

treated water is poured into the river. 

During the production of sugar, two side materials emerge: bagasse and molasses. 

These two products are stored in tankers behind the factory. When leaving the factory, 

the farmer can purchase a bagasse to use as animal feed. Molasses are separated for 

use in alcohol factories or sold to the private sector. 

During the production of sugar, the hot water used in the factory is then transferred to 

the heating system of the lodging houses. The water vapor generated is used to 

generate electricity in the turbine room, which is again transferred to the lodging 

houses for use (figure 2.15.). 

 

Figure 2.15. Sugar Factory field organization (Author,2018) 
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Table 2.3. Timeline of the Sugar Production from Ottoman Period to Republican Period 
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CHAPTER 3  

 

 

3. ANKARA  SUGAR FACTORY: THE REPR ESENTATIVE AND  

ADMINISTRATI VE CORE OF SUGAR INDUSTRY NETWORK IN THE CAPI TAL 

OF TURKEY  

 

 

 

Ankara Sugar Factory was opened in 1962 as the 16th factory of the TSFAS (Turkish 

Sugar Factories Company) network. Ankara Sugar Factory, which represents not only 

the Company but also the country due to its establishment in the capital, shows its 

progress and success in technology with the Sugar Factory, Machinery Factory, Seed 

Processing Factory and EMAF and in science with the Institute of Sugar, all of which 

are located within its main campus. This system, created with these facilities for the 

sustainability of sugar production, is an ideal system which can be considered 

ómodernô even for today. 

It is not only the production area in the campus but also the living area with social 

facilities and lodgings. The primary school, cinema-restaurant, guesthouse and sports 

hall in the campus are indications of the social missions of the Factory. Therefore, the 

campus includes civilian examples of modern architecture. The modern architecture 

applied between 1948 and 62 is standardized as an industrial product, as Cengizkan 

calls it, "culturing objects"82. The ASF campus reflects the Republican ideology with 

these features. Omay and Can explained this relationship as: 

                                                 
82 (Cengizkan, 2002) 
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'Turkey is represented in the architecture of the 20th century modernization process, 

the process of successive architectural practice giving each other a say in response to 

the "national" and "modernist" approach is defined by. The iconic structures that 

exemplify the production are largely read through the political and the ideology of the 

Republic.ô 83 

In the years when the Republic was established, the architectural studies carried out 

during the First National Architectural Period contained the formal elements of the 

Ottoman Empire. This current was seen until 1928. In the 1940s, It has been seen that 

the understanding of II. National Architecture began to spread. In the years 1950s, the 

start of the liberalization of Turkey and had closer relations with the world architecture 

has brought the end of the Second National Architecture Period.84Architecture in 

Turkey between the years 1950-60, began to practice the concept of modernization 

without depending on earlier approaches. However, Tanyeli stated that the 

construction industry has started to develop and that the architects have solved the 

'details' with the materials and technology they had.85 This situation led to the 

development of building technology and to the criticism of modern architecture 

uniformity.86 However, 50-60 years are also the periods when architectural 

competitions are prominent. In 1952, 'Mimarlēk ve ķehircilik M¿sabakalarēna Ait 

Yºnetmelik' (Regulation on Architecture and Urbanism Competitions) entered into 

force and thus the rate of participation of independent offices in competitions has 

increased.87 

Considering the architectural features of the period, the Ankara Sugar Factory is an 

industry heritage site that represents both the production culture of the Republic and 

the architectural approach of the 1950-60ôs. 

                                                 
83 (Omay, Can, 2008) Translated from Turkish by author. 
84 (¥zorhon, Uraz. (2009). pp.94-95) 
85 (Tanyeli ,1998). 
86 (Ibid.) 
87 (Sºzen, 1996). 
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3.1. The Origins: Establishment and Construction of Ankara Sugar Factory 

In 1958, the factory, the foundations of which were laid in 45 hectares of land88 that 

was expropriated from the peasants, was planned to be opened in the autumn of 

196089. After the coup dËetat of 1960, the construction of the factory, which could not 

be completed on the planned date, was stopped by the Mill i Birlik Komitesi (National 

Unity Committee) on the grounds that ñthere was no need for sugar in the country 

and to provide stability in the budget planò(figure 3.2.).90 The construction was 

decided to be completed on November 30th 1961 and was put into operation on 

October 19th, 1962 as the 16th sugar factory. According to the news published in the 

volume 81st of the magazine ñPancarò, the sod-turning ceremony of the factory was 

announced on the radio and a train was put in the service for the residents of Ankara 

who wanted to attend the ceremony by the General Directorate of State Railways on 

May 22nd, 1958. the Air Force Band made a performance at the ceremony, which was 

attended by the President and Prime Minister of the era (figure 3.1.). A copy of the 

founding certificate signed by the state authorities was buried in the ground inside a 

metal box and a victim was sacrificed for the ceremony.91  

One of the most important features that distinguish the Ankara Factory from the 

factories established before it is that the assembly and planning of the factory was 

made entirely by the Turks. Some of the machines were produced in the machinery 

workshops in Eskiĸehir, Erzincan and Turhal. Most of the materials, which were 

needed for the establishment of the factory, were supplied from the Karab¿k Iron and 

Steel Factory.92 On the other hand, the assembly, planning and machinery of 15 sugar 

factories founded before the Ankara Sugar Factory were mostly made by German, 

French and Czech companies. As Bozdoĵan stated: 

                                                 
88 (Ankara Sugar Factory Land Report, Ankara Sugar Factory Archive 
89 (Pancar, 1956, p.13) 
90 (Cumhuriyet Gazetesi, October 20, 1962) 
91 Ankara ķeker Fabrikasē Temeli Atēldē. (Pancar, 1956, pp.12-13) 
92 Ibid; (Bancē, 2006); (Turgut G¿ltekin, 2016); (Ey¿poĵlu, 1967) 
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ñFactories were particularly important both as modern buildings in essence and as the 

constructed manifestations of the republic's success in capturing contemporary 

civilization.ò93 

The establishment of these structures solely by Turkish architects and engineers in 

1962 was regarded as an undeniable success. This approach can easily be seen in the 

publications, news and speeches made by TSFAS. 

 

Figure 3.1. Prime Minister Adnan Menderes and President Celal Bayar at the foundation ceremony of 

Ankara Sugar Factory (source: Pancar Aylēk ¢ift­i Dergisi, 1958, 81,p.2) 

                                                 

93 (Bozdoĵan, 2001, p. 141) 
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Figure 3.2. The article published in Cumhuriyet Newspaper dated October 20th, 1962 

3.1.1.The Reason and Aim of Establishment of Ankara Sugar Factory 

Founded in, the Ankara Sugar Factory, the foundations of which were set in 1958, 

was inaugurated in 1962 to produce beet to be grown in Ankara and its surroundings. 

Due to the fact that it was located in Ankara, the capital city, where the headquarters 

of TSFAS was also located, Ankara Sugar Factory (ASF) has served like the 

showcase of the Company. During the ceremony, Baha Tekand, the General Manager 

of TSFAS, in his speech indicated that: 

ñDue to the establishment of the Ankara Sugar Factory in the center of the 

government, its specific character will be the construction of the Biology and 
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Technology research laboratories, a sugar institute and a vocational school together 

with the factory.ò94 

He also mentioned the features that distinguish the Ankara Factory from the other 

factories by stating that: ñAnother characteristic of the Ankara Sugar Factory will be 

the establishment of barns that will accommodate 1000 purebred dairy animals in the 

first stage to serve in a better way to the development of livestock breeding, which is 

one of the main economic targets of the sugar industry. As a second stage, when the 

facilities housing more than 1000 animal will be supplied, especially Ankara will be 

provided with great services in the context of the milk need of the city.ò95  

3.1.2. The Project 

After the defining the location of the Yucel-Uybadin plan, the ASF campus was 

projected in 1958. The project was stopped in 1960 because of a military coup. In this 

section, the projects planned to be built until the Ankara Sugar Factory was opened in 

1962 will be discussed. 

3.1.2.1. Choice of Place 

The new factories in the country have been tried to be built on the railway routes in 

order to supply raw materials and easy transportation. The village of Etimesgut, where 

Ottoman citizens from Bulgaria were settled, was established to the south of the train 

station, and the north of the village was donated to the villagers to be used as farming 

fields to earn their livelihood (figure 3.3.).96 Ankara Sugar Factory (ASF) was opened 

in this area, where the fields were located, in 1962. 

                                                 
94 Ankara ķeker Fabrikasē Temel Atma Tºreninde Sayēn Umum M¿d¿r Baha Tekandôēn Ķrad Ettikleri 

Nutuk, (Pancar, 1958,81, pp.3-4) 

95 Ankara ķeker Fabrikasē Temel Atma Tºreninde Sayēn Umum M¿d¿r Baha Tekandôēn Ķrad Ettikleri 

Nutuk, (Pancar, 1958,81, pp.3-4) 
96 http://aocarastirmalari.arch.metu.edu.tr/etimesgut-koy/# 

http://aocarastirmalari.arch.metu.edu.tr/etimesgut-koy/
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Figure 3.3. Early years of Etimesgut model village                                                                                    

(source: www.tarihtarih.com/?Syf=4&Fa=2&ld=219312) 

 

Figure 3.4. The map indicates the settlement in the area in 1956 (The map is produced after the 1956 

aerial photo from Map General Command) 

It is stated that 27 decares97 (appendix B) of the 150 decares area distributed to the 

inhabitants of Etimesgut village were within the coverage of the Sugar Factory site.98 

                                                 
97 The expropriation notices belonging to the expropriated fields can be found in the archives of Ankara 

Sugar Factory  
98 (Atat¿rk ve Etimesgut, 2003) 
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The site composed of aforesaid fields can be seen in the cadastral plan of the factory. 

Although it was projected that the villagers' livelihood would be provided by these 

fields, this was not enough and different means of income were sought for. The 

establishment of the Sugar Factory in this area significantly improved this problem.99 

In Ankara`s Master Plan designed by Y¿cel and Uybadin, which was approved in 

1957, it was envisaged that the city's industrial development would be towards the 

west.100 Ankara Sugar Factory was established in Etimesgut, which was an exemplary 

village and also located on this axis. Etiler Street, which is located to the east of the 

factory area, forms a border with the Atat¿rk Forest Farm (AO¢) land (figure 3.4.). 

There has already been an industrial development on the western axis before the plan 

of 1957. Etimesgut military airport, T¿rkkuĸu U­ak Fabrikasē (T¿rkkuĸu Aircraft 

Factory), T¿rk Traktºr Fabrikasē, (Turkish Tractor Factory), U­ak Motoru Montaj 

Fabrikasē (Aircraft Engine Assembly Factory) were established on the lands gathered 

from Atat¿rk Farm on the aforesaid axis.101 In addition to these factories, the campus 

of the T¿rk Kēzēlayē (Turkish Red Crescent) and the Armored Units Base are located 

on this axis. 

 

Figure 3.5. The land subdivision in the east of the Sugar Factory exhibits ordinary farm field order 

(Kadastro Parselasyon Haritasē, Bakēm, Onarēm ve Enerji Dairesi Baĸkanlēĵē Arĸivi (ASF Arĸivi)) 

                                                 
99 Ibid 
100 (Bancē, 2006); (Turgut G¿ltekin, 2016) 
101 (Tekeli, 2010) 
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The area of Ankara Sugar Factory first was shown as industrial zone in Y¿cel-Uybadin 

plan which was prepared in 1957 (figure 3.6.).102  

  

Figure 3.6. Ankara Sugar Factory in Y¿cel- Uybadin plan 

 

The selection of this area for the establishment of the factory has been justified in the 

zoning plan explanatory note as follows; 

άΧ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ 

outside the city boundaries, and to save the city center from the disturbance of these facilities, 

for the industrial development, the areas were spread for these facilities within the region 

from the Gazi Farm to Etimesgut. The reasons for assigning the industrial zone in the west of 

Ankara are as follows:  

-The land is flat, so the facilities can be constructed easily, 

-The polluted waters would not reach the city as the altitude of the area is lower than the city 

altitude; because the area is located alongside a river stream, the water need can easily be 

met from the river stream and the wells to be dug. 

                                                 
102 (Bancē, 2006); (G¿ltekin, 2016)   
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- The area is suitable for all types of construction due to being wide, 

- The availability of raw materials and the handling of processed goods due to the direct 

connection to the central station and highways, 

- Providing a substantial isolation due to the presence of forest farms in the cities, 

- Being located in a relatively reasonable distance from the city and the possibilities of easy 

access to and from the city and the surrounding areas bȅ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǊƻŀŘǎέ103 

 

Campus boundaries are formed in accordance with the determined conditions (figure 

3.7.). The Sugar Factory is located on the campus between Etimesgut railway station 

and Ankara river. 

The report stated that the most important issue to be considered in determining the 

industrial zones is openness and spaciousness. In this way, factories will be able to 

provide its employees enjoyable areas. It was stated that this would ensure the loyalty 

of the worker and conscious staff to the work and ensure that the factory would be 

efficient in every sense.104 

                                                 
103 Translated from Turkish by author. (Y¿cel- Uybadin Plan Report, 1957, pp. 14-15) 
104 (Ibid., p.15) 
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Figure 3.7. Ankara Sugar Factory area and its surroundings relations                                                     

(the base from Y¿cel-Uybadin Plan) 
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3.1.2.2.Contex & Content 

Context:  

Ankara Sugar Factory is located on a rectangular area extending in the east-west 

direction. When it was established in 1962, there was only Etimesgut sample village 

as a settlement around Ankara Seker Factory. Although there were lands belonging to 

AO¢ and various public institutions on the eastern border of the campus area, these 

were open areas. The area where the factory was established consisted mainly of the 

agricultural areas of the Etimesgut villagers and a few houses belonging to the 

villagers in the area were scattered. 

Content:  

1958 site plan (figure 3.8.): In the first site plan of the factory, which was prepared by 

Nezar Tansu and dated to 1958, the main building of the Sugar Factory, administration 

building, factory clubhouse, building of regional beetroot directorate, farm, engine 

factory, refectory, dormitory, masters` pavilion, workers` pavilions, bathhouse, 

hospital, restaurant and guesthouse, elementary school, vocational school, residences, 

entrance gates to the campus were planned to be constructed in the site. Five separate 

entrances have been defined in the site, and in addition to these entrances, Factory 

Street, which was not included in the factory site, was also planned. In the plan, a main 

axis, which was parallel to the Etiler Street, and perpendicular to the Ankara Stream, 

was separated from the factory area and the residential area. At the same time, another 

axis was defined between the Ankara Stream and the Istasyon Street and parallel to 

them, and the Sugar Factory and the Machinery Factory were positioned on the 

north side of this axis (table 3.1.). 
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Figure 3.8. 1958 Site Plan (Archive of ASF) 



 

 

 

66 

 

Table 3.1. Organization of the campus area  

 

The trucks, which entered to the campus through the Farm gate, reach directly to the 

sugar factory by passing the weigh-bridge located on the designated road (farm road). 

The fa­ade of the factory faces south. The plan also shows the factory`s connection to 

the railway. The rails extend from the Etimesgut station to the beet pools and from 

here they reach the locomotive garage which is located behind the factory. Incoming 

beetroot produce is stored in the silos which are located in front of the beet factory or 

in beet pools on the west side and taken to the factory. Sugar produce is sent to the 

warehouses located on the east side of the factory. In the south of the beetroot pools, 

the meydan (square) building , where the organization of pools and ground silos is 

made, is located. In the 1958 plan, there were 6 warehouses next to the factory. These 

warehouses were named as sugar cube warehouse, granulated sugar warehouse (2), 

transit warehouse and material warehouse (2). 

The administration building is located in front of the factory to form a square with 

the control building and the factory. There is a factory clubhouse near the 

administration building. 

Between the warehouses and the Machinery factory, the dining hall  and dormitory  

buildings can be seen. These buildings, which are used as housing at present day, were 

probably made for long-term stays of permanent workers. 
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The engine factory, with its own entrance gate, is almost at the campus border, just in 

front of the Etimesgut entrance. Next to the factory the forge and foundry  are located. 

Before entering the sugar factory area, there is an entrance gate and the Etimesgut 

gate which is on the same axis with this entrance gate. There is no control point like 

this at the entrance. At the end of this axis, foreman pavillion, 2 workers pavillions 

and the bathhouse were located to the south. 

The Etimesgut gate is located at the north end of the main axis. At the southern end of 

this axis the óbenzinlikô Gate is located. There is no control point in this entrance. 

The hospital, which is located just to the east of the entrance, is very close to the 

lodgings. Although it is not seen in the plan, both the absence of an entrance gate and 

the positioning of the hospital indicate that it has been foreseen that the ķeker Quarter 

will be formed alongside Ankara-Ayaĸ highway. 

The area from the east of the main axis to the Etiler Street, which is the border of the 

campus area, was designated as the residential area. A V-shaped line was identified 

and the upper two ends of this line were connected to the main axis. The other end is 

the coiffeur gate which gives access to Etiler Street. This entrance has an entrance 

gate. To the south of the entrance was placed ķeker Primary School. There is a direct 

entrance from the factory to the school and a bus stop is located on the street of Etiler, 

just in front of the school. 

The lodgings are located on both arms of the V. There are 10 other lodgings on the 

southern arm of the V which are located in the same place at the present day and there 

are 7 lodgings, which are located in the same place at the present day and other 14 

lodgings, which have not been built, on the northern arm. These lodgings which have 

not been built are referred to as manager lodgings. 

At the intersection of main axis and Ankara Stream, there are restaurant and guest 

house buildings. These two structures, which were drawn in more detail than the other 
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structures, are located in the same place today and have the same plan which belongs 

to Naim Bekitoĵlu. 

Pancar Bºlge ķefliĵi (District Chieftency of Beetroot) is located at the intersection 

point of Etiler Street and Ankara / Ayaĸ highway. The administration building, 

warehouse and garage which belong to the Directorate can be read on the plan. 

In the site plan of 1958, the campus organization is the same as it is today and there is 

no spatial change in the sugar production process. In the plan, the gaps from farms to 

the northern border, from the southern border to the sugar factory or between the 

lodgings are not identified. The absence of entrance gates at the entrances to social 

areas is an indicator of the fact that it has been considered as a campus open to the use 

of the whole society as in the first period factories. 

1959 site plan: The site plan for 1959 is a partial site plan. The plan is signed by M. 

G¿rel as the author, and A. Altan as the draughtsman. The plan covers the area 

between the main axis in the east, the Istasyon Street in the south, the farm road in 

the west and the end of the guesthouse in the north. It is understood that the 

organization of the area that the plan covers is the same with the plan of 1958.  

Although not the entire campus is shown in the plan, it is understood that the sugar 

factory is positioned in the same way as in the plan of 1958 when its position 

according to the Istasyon Street and Factory Street is considered. There is no change 

neither in the organization not in the landscape of the factory. The Farm Road where 

the trucks enter is partially legible in the plan. The beet pools on one side of the 

factory, 6 warehouses on the other side, the silo on the front and the control building  

on the front are located in the 1958 plan. The administration building  also forms a 

square with the factory and the control building. Although the factory clubhouse can 

be seen in this plan, around it, a more elaborate landscape work is seen. 
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The refectory and dormitory  buildings, which were located at the end of the 

warehouses in the plan of 1958, are located in the same place in this plan. 

In the plan, the foreman pavilion and workers pavilion are positioned in the same 

order as in the plan of 1958. Like in the previous plan there is no entrance gate at the 

Etimesgut gate as order. From this gate restaurant and guesthouse can be accessed 

directly. The plans of both buildings belong to Naim Bekitoĵlu as in the plan of 1958. 

When this plan is compared with the plan of 1958, the engine factory, forge and 

foundry and the vocational school were not included in the plan. 

1959 Etimesgut Sports and Entertainment Facilities: It is seen in the plan of Ankara 

Sugar Factory Campus, which was ordered to Architect Naim BekitoƐlu in 1959, that 

this area was designed as it ñEtimesgut Sports and Entertainment Areaò. In the plan 

which covered an area that was approximately half of the one at the time of its 

establishment, there were the Sugar Factory, Engine Factory, forge and foundry, 

refectory and a part of the lodgings, and the hospital building which also existed in 

the plan of 1958. This absence in the number of lodgings is mainly due to the fact 

that the plan was primarily projected for an ñentertainment areaò. Although it was 

located within its boundaries, there are no farms in this plan; there is not even an 

entrance gate to the farm gate. All entrances to the area are free. 

Although the layout is the same as the plan of 1958, in areas which were left 

undefined in the plan of 1958, there are a caf®, a motel group, a shooting range, a 

casino, an outdoor theater and cinema, one standard size swimming pool, sandboxes, 

a training pool, basketball, volleyball and football fields, an indoor sports hall, a 

parachute tower, a coffee house, tennis courts, miniature golf course and children's 

playground in this plan. None of the buildings in the plan have been built. Some of 

these buildings which remained in the Factory area at the present time were designed 

by Naim Bekitoĵlu (figure 3.9.). Although the plan has not been implemented, the 
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social infrastructure to be introduced through the Sugar Factory is clearly seen in this 

plan.  

 

Figure 3.9. Site Plan of Etimesgut Sports and Entertainment Facilities (Archive of ASF) 

3.2. Realization of the Project and The Process of Use   

The development of the sugar factory site is in parallel with the establishment of the 

factories in the campus. Each new factory built into the campus brought its own social 

fabric and lodgings, and the new social areas were needed for the campus, which 

became more and more crowded as it grew. The opening dates of the mentioned 

factories were taken into consideration while examining the development of the 

campus. In addition to that, site plans and architectural drawings of buildings were 

examined. 

Sugar Factory launched its operation in 1962. With the opening of the factory, ķeker 

Quarter was established in the north of the main axis, which separates the production 

zone and the lodging zone, and Fabrika Street was opened in its south. The first site 
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plan drawn after the factory was opened and aerial photograph belonged to 1968105. 

Changes in campus before 1968 were explained on the basis of the findings from the 

archive study and literature survey. 

Although the organization of the campus is in the way that was determined in 1958 

some of the structures and decisions taken in the plan of 1958 have not been 

implemented. While the plan of 1958 was much more social and ñopen to the public 

useò design with the absence of entrance gates at the entrances to the social areas, 

presence of a hospital and vocational school on the campus, the buildings mentioned 

in the plan were not constructed and entrance gates were added to all of the entrances 

(figure 3.10., figure 3.11.). 

  

Figure 3.10. left: Photo taken from the campus when the Coiffeur gate was being built in 1959. Right: 

The shop that built with coffeur gate( source: Archive of TSFAS) 

 

Figure 3.11. óBenzinlikô gate Archive of TSFAS 

                                                 
105 Even if there is a site plan for the years, it has not been found in the archive study. 
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The architectural drawings of the Sugar Factory and its additional production 

buildings and the administration building, club house (Menderes mansion), Farm, 

district chieftancy, dormitory and refectory, workers' guesthouses and foreman 

boarding house, guest house, cinema-restaurant and lodgings A, B, C-type, which are 

seen in the plan of 1958 and which were drawn in the years 1958-1959 can be found 

in the archives of the factory. Basing on this situation, it is safe to say that only these 

buildings exist in the campus when the factory was opened in 1962. 

The sugar factory, which is built with steel construction and brick filling, has the 

appearance of the typical factory buildings of the period with its strip windows.  

The factory that has t shaped plan consists of ham fabrika (raw factory), rafineri 

(refinery) and iĸletme binasē (office building) (figure 3.12.). The raw factory and 

refinery seem to be a single mass, and the office building looks like another mass that 

is articulated to them. There is a transition area between the raw factory and the 

refinery section where the ceiling rises. Although this section has been ºraised for 

functional reasons, this rise has had a monumental effect on the front. the raw factory 

and the rafinery are at the same height as the raw factory g + 2 and the refinery part is 

g + 1. Besides, the roof of the raw factory was covered with wood and covered with 

steel sheet in the refinery section (figure 3.13.).  

 

Figure 3.12. left:The Sugar Factory under construction ; right:Refinery section after the operation 

started (source:Archive of TSFAS) 
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Figure 3.13. In the front, the Sugar Factory, 4 sugar warehouses and the workshops behind the 

warehouses; further behind the workers` pavilions and cinema-restaurant can be seen. (source: 

Archive of TSFAS) 

Although the main building as an industrial structure is shaped to function and needs, 

there is a remarkable architectural quality and sensitivity in the óoffice buildingô. In 

the building with a square plan, a space is created that penetrates all the floors. The 

passage to the rooms is done through the corridors opening to this space (figure 3.14.). 

In this building, which is constructed as ground + 2 floors, the circulation  between 

the floors is provided by a spiral staircase located in the corner of the space. The light 

is provided by the windows opened in the ceiling (figure 3.15.). 
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Figure 3.14. Original Plan of Office Building (Archive of ASF) 

  

Figure 3.15. Original Sections of Office Building (Archive of ASF) 
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The production part not only includes the main building of the factory, but also open 

areas (industrial landscape) such as beet pool, ground silo, pulp pools. 

The administrative building of the Ankara Sugar Factory serves as the administrative 

building not only for the Sugar Factory but for all facilities and structures within the 

campus.106 The building was designed by German architect Bernard Pfau (figure 

3.16). Although the year of construction was recorded as between 1938 and 1940 in 

the sources available, it is revealed from the aerial photos that the construction was 

undertaken in the same period as the main factory. In addition to that, the architectural 

drawings of this building, drawn by Naim Bekitoĵlu, dated 1959, were reached in the 

archives of the factory.  

 

Figure 3.16. Ankara SugarFactory Administrative Building (Archive of TSFAS)  

The building is composed of the basement, ground floor and the first floor. The fa­ade 

of the basement is covered with andesite stone. The accounting department is located 

in the ground floor of the building, which has three separate entrances, and 

administrative rooms and meeting rooms are placed in the upper floor. The timber 

                                                 
106 http://www.goethe.de/ins/tr/ank/prj/urs/geb/ind/ver/trindex.htm ; (G¿ltekin, 2016) 
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veneer, a classic feature of the governmental buildings of the period, was used also to 

emphasize spatial differences. In the meeting hall, the walls are covered with wood 

and metal ornaments such as beet and factory figures (figure 3.17) are attached on the 

covering. The walls in the passage way to the accounting department are also covered 

with timber.(figure 3.18) 

  

Figure 3.17. Metal Ornaments from Meeting Room (source: Author, 2017) 

 

Figure 3.18. The administration buildig  plan which was prepared by Naim Bekitoĵlu in 1959 

(source: Archive of ASF) 

Another building that was constructed during the same period with the Sugar Factory 

is the factory clubhouse which was designed by Bekitoĵlu. Although the structure 
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appears to be the factory clubhouse in the site plans of 1958 and 1959, in the 

architectural drawings of 1958 it was marked as the ñguest houseò. In terms of plan 

features the structure is suitable for the accommodation of a single person. This 

single-story building, the two facades of which are covered with windows, was named 

as Menderes Mansion after the visit of the Prime Minister Adnan Menderes (figure 

3.19). On the other hand, no information about Menderes` stay was found in any 

written sources.   

 

Figure 3.19. Factory clubhouse just completed in 1959 

Each room inside the building has a different type of stone or wood veneer. It is a quite 

fancy building with the fire place inside, its fixed furniture and pool surrounding it 

(figure 3.20). 

  

Figure 3.20. left: The ceilings at the transition points to wet areas featuring the combination of 

colorful mosaic covered wall and reed; right: Fixed furniture and fire place (source: author, 2018) 
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A square was formed between Menderes Mansion, the administrative building and the 

Sugar Factory. There is an Atat¿rk bust in this square. This area is a kind of 

socialization for workers and also the official ceremonies and campaign launching 

ceremonies are held in this area. 

From the ASF archive, the plans of the Central District Chieftency are drawn up in 

1958 (figure 3.21). Although G¿ltekin stated in his article about Ankara Sugar Factory 

that the Chieftancy was made between 1977-79107, in the aerial photographs of 1968, 

the main building, garage and warehouse are seen. 

 

Figure 3.21. Original facede drawings of Chieftency (Archive of ASF) 

                                                 
107 (G¿ltekin, 2016) 
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Figure 3.22. Original plan drawings of Chieftency (Archive of ASF) 

The most important representative of social life and modernity and therefore the 

foundation ideology of Sugar Factories in the campus are the cinema-restaurant and 

guest house buildings. These structures, which were built in the site that was 

determined in the plan of 1958, were designed by Naim Bekitoĵlu (figure 3.23) . 

Cinema-restaurant building was opened in the same year with the Sugar Factory. 

The factory employees used to have their lunch at the restaurant for a voucher. Apart 

from lunch, the restaurant could be used by both the residents of the community and 

guests from outside of the factory. New Year and campaign ending balls, festival 

gatherings and other parties were also held here (see 2.3.2.). 

It was thought that the cinema hall was also going to host activities such as theater and 

concerts. Behind the scene there is a wide backstage. 
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Figure 3. 23. Cinema-restaurant building (Archive of TSFAS) 

 

Figure 3.24 The plan of the Cinema-restaurant building which was prepared by Bekitoĵlu in 1958 

(source: Archive of TSFAS).  
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Figure 3.25. Restaurant, bar section (Archive of TSFAS) 

Cinema-restaurant building has an L shape plan. (figure 3.24)  The two functions are 

connected to each other by a common entrance which is used as a foyer. The walls 

covered with wood veneer that define the entrance of the cinema section and the 

cloakroom and kiosk integrated with it reflect the architectural and aesthetic 

conception of the period (figure 3.25).  

The guest house can be used by anyone who is or is not a member of the Company. 

The building was opened next to the cinema-restaurant in 1962 (figure 3.26.)  

 

Figure 3.26. The drawing of the entrance fa­ade of the guest-house that was drawn in 1959 (source: 

Archive of ASF) 
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Figure 3.27. Plan of the guest-house (source: Archive of ASF)  

Like the cinema-restaurant building, the guest-house building is also has an L shaped 

plan.(figure 3.27) The sensitivity shown in the architectural design was reflected also 

on the details. One end of L is reserved for the protocol and the other part can be used 

by all visitors nothwithstanding if they are the member of the company or not. By 

building a superstructure between the guest-house building and cinema-restaurant 

building, a courtyard was formed. 
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Figure 3.28. Guest-house, details from the original stairsteps (Author, 2017)  

 

Figure 3.29. Pergola between the cinema-restaurant building (Author, 2017) 

There is a pergola between the cinema-restaurant building and the guest house. (figure 

3.29.) Together with the pergola a courtyard was formed between the two buildings. 

This area is used for summer banquets. 
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