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Objective

The overall aim of the ODEMM project is to develop a set of fully-costed ecosystem
management options that would deliver the objectives of the Marine Strategy
Framework Directive, the Habitats Directive, the European Commission Blue Book
and the Guidelines for the Integrated Approach to Maritime Policy. This will be
achieved by: (i) providing a comprehensive knowledge base to support policy for the
development of sustainable and integrated management of European marine
ecosystems; (ii) developing Operational Objectives to achieve the High-Level Policy
Objectives set by the MSFD and the HD, and with reference to the proposed
Maritime Policy; (iii) identifying Management Options (individual management tools
and combinations of tools) to meet the Operational Objectives; (iv) providing a risk
assessment framework for the evaluation of Management Options and to assess the
risk associated with the different options; (v) conducting a cost-benefit analysis of a
range of Management Options using appropriate techniques; (vi) identifying
stakeholder opinions on the creation of governance structures directed towards
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implementation of the ecosystem approach, and to elaborate different scenarios for
changing governance structures and legislation to facilitate a gradual transition from
the current fragmented management approach towards fully integrated ecosystem
management; (vii) documenting the steps necessary for the transition from the
current fragmented management scheme to a mature and integrated approach, and
providing a toolkit that could be used to evaluate options for delivering ecosystem-
based management; and (viii) communicating and consulting on the outcomes of the
project effectively with policy makers and other relevant user groups.
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