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ABSTRACT

FROM PRIVATE GARDENS TO PUBLIC PARKS AND BACK AGAIN;
THE TRANSFORMATION OF GR EEN SPACES OF TABRIZ IN THE
TWENTIETH CENTURY

Tofigh KouzehkananiAtaollah
Master of ArchitectureDepartment of Architecture
SupervisorAssoc. Prof. DrMustafa Haluk Zelef

September 202097 pages

This study aims to shed light on the transition of the green space concept in Iran and
particularly in Tabriz from the urban private courtyard house gardens to the public

parks, and back to the private gardengh@countryside during the 3Qcentury. Two

major political revolutions in the contemporary history of Iran constitute the
background of these spatial transformations. Rapid modernization orchestrated by
Reza Shah Pahlavi transformed all aspect:
including their preferences for open spaces. Similarly, the Islamic Revolution in 1979

played a major role in the usage of green spaces.

Due to its geopolitical position and f al
selected as the case study of this reseaRarallel to the rapid modernization,
westernization, and secularization of the Gtyapted from the European sosjmatial

policies in the early 20 century, the green spaces in the old urban fabric were
significantly affected by these movements. iBes the large scale royal gardens, the
traditional green texture of the city with private courtyards inside the traditional
houses, as the only outdoor spaces to gather family members, relatives and neighbors,
were damaged considerably, amdrereplacedy the large boulevards and detached

apartment blocks due to ideolodicaocial and economic reasor®arallel to these



transformations, the emergence of newlpubc gr een s p aesdtadincal | ed
the gradual departure of people from their privaiedoor spaces into public ones.

The secular autocratic state was replaced by a conservative theocratic state after the
Islamic Revolution in 1979, and due to the new dominant ideology and its policies,
the dialectical relationship between public and/qie green spaces entered a new
phase. Because of the uneven distribution of public green spaces and restriction of
public activities in parks according to the Islamic laws, new usage patterns appeared.
Some of the public parks created during the modermene destroyed, some were
neglected, serving only to the men of the underprivileged, and some new parks were
establishedserving exclusively women (Womenonly parks).As a counteraction,
higherincome groups started to establish their own private greapespin the
countryside near the city to evade the social and political restrictions.

This research aiming to trace the chronological transition process of private green
spaces into the public, and back again to private spaces in the contemporary Tabriz
context, utilizes archival resources, as well as observation and questionnaires directed

to the users of the green spaces as research methods

Keywords: Private Gardens, Public Parks, Pahlawndsty, Islamic Revolution,
Tabriz
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OZEL BAHCELERDEN KAMUSAL KENT PARKLARINA: 20. YUZYILDA
TEBRKZODEKK YEKKL ALANLARIN D¥N! k! I

Tofigh KouzehkananiAtaollah
Yuksek LisansMi mar | ék B° | ¢ myg
T ez Da nbog Braviustafa Haluk Zelef

Eylul 202Q 197 sayfa

Bu -akPeéexkmgéizyldtaboyentael | i ki &v rTedhéen &n de
0zel avldu eVerin bahcelerindeitamusaparklara vedaha sonra da kent ¢ceperindeki

°©zel bah-el ere ék%erk¢ Ktmet mayreecdamea- | amakt ac
tarihindeki iki biylk siyasie vr i m, bu mekansal d°n¢kemler
Reza kah Pehl evi taraféndan y°netilen he
i nsanl ar én Paz-eélk hnaeykaat dbhdtiilgeyordennid e ] mk K t r r .
Benzer Kekilde 1979 Kslam Devr i mi de yekxk

oynané Kt ér .

Jeopolitik kK onumu vV e Kran'én "Bah-e k el
arakt erodaaln @mda vy e rAvrupatiam aukatlanathsdsyemekansal
politni kaygquikRkdOndeéey&zyeéel én bakl ar énda kent
bat él el akmasé ve sekegshilkentdokusumeaieme | pat aheé
bu hareketlerdeh ne ml i ° | - ¢ de et ksinihmiikigetindeakiibiyik Kr al i
ol - ekl i bah-elerinlyarméeserydesémadamkhalbla
araya getirem yiaesarienaylue agriEb ialkaennt i n gel en
mi r dast éa h r i p yeretinmdealqjik, soswal ve ekonomik nedenlerlg e n i kK

bulvarlaravea par t man bl okl ar éna b éreparaleéolatale r . Ba
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"park' adée verilen yeni kamiasabaneéar Enakanta
©zel ye«ké |b éarkamknshtatakEgonelmesineedenahu Kt ur

1979 Ksl am Devr i mi' @ sekifer ookratik birdevieteme me n gé
muhafazakar t eokr ami kenikgemen deolojive politikhlarv | et e ge -
nedeni yl e, kamusal ve °9zel wyewnil balramlkamagmrs
giimi kKt iKrsl ami yasalara g°re par klvahalkha ki k amu s
a- phr kkeatteemi t ol mayan dyagkéllé maél annel daernéiny | yee n i

bi-imler.i gel i kmistir. Modernizmle gelen kat
kéeésmé yépranmék ve -ojunlukla halkeén g°rece
et meye bakl améck, kadénl!| arr. Gely digeyiiyiksek m¢ st ak i |

gruplarisek e hr i n y a k & n & n dkaKkendi ekleziminsoael balgelelimglee | er d e

siyasal ve sosyal késetl amal ardan ka-énmaya
tajdak Tebriz bajlaménda °zel yekil alanl ar ¢
kronolg i k ge-i kK s¢recinin i zini S¢r meyi ama-| a
ol ar ak yekil al an kull anéceéelaréna y°nelik
kaynakl ar makt ddékul |l an

Anahtar Kelimeler¥ z e | Bah- el ePehleviHeannte dRaanréek | akrsél ,a mi Dev
Tebriz
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Subdivision of spaces as public and private is a reflection of the social actlistt
organization of the societies. Following this line, all the division between public and
private spaces results in the variation

life continuously is under the influence of these subdivisions.

According to different contexts, there are multilayered relationships between these

two dimensions. The existence of borders between public and private spaces helps
grasping the significance of spatial hierarchies between them, however, when the role
and the structure of these borders became blurred, comprehending their meanings and
functions got challenging. German Philosopher Jurgen Habermas suggests, along with
the modern developments, a tendency toward the ruination of the relationship between

the publc and private spaces exhibits itself in all aspects ofHifgbermas, 1989)

Shifting from old traditional formal aspects to new modern ones affected all aspects
of life, especially the relationships between the private praic spaces. It can be

said that, due to political interventions, globalization and mass culture, the cultural
values sometimes lose their importance or are superseded by new values. This process
(re) creates new relationships between people and urlzesspwhich affect the
identity of cities and social relations within public and private spaces. Hence, as an
equally strong claim, private and public spaces, activities and the perception of people
regarding these issues have been highly influenced twraljlpolitical, and economic

dynamics.

In much the same line, urban green spaces, which are among the critical components
of the urban life, were not apart from the aforementioned dynamics regarding the

private, private spaces. According to their soclysical, and even political



characteristics, urban green spaces are divided into public and private. Green spaces
in the urban context are considered not only as the extension of the natural
environment in the urban space but also as the significantcphysban elements

which have a close relationship with cultural values.

Following that, from ancient timgthere has always been a close relationship between
Iranian culture and green spaces, and because of that, gardens and physical, social
activitieswi t hin them have been an inseparable par
in the courtyard houses have long been the havens for tranquility and satisfaction;
therefore, they have gained significance in traditional Iranian culture. Likewise, the
notion of privacy was the most considerable concept in the traditional Iranian
architecture, in a way that Aother el ements
privacy and (Ppnia,i2008)Aleng with ecosaeratioof privacy in the

Persian worldview, it can be said that the surrounding walls protected the gardens, in
other words, gardens thelranian cultural context were the symbol of private spaces.
With the arrival of Islam to Persia in th& @entury, a firmbound was created between

the spatial hierarchies of courtyard houses and their private gardens in Iran more than
before. In fact, the Islamic belief system made the distinction of public and private
spaces more explicit. Islam praised private spaces wédimld and protection of
family members, especially women from the gaze of strangers. In addition, courtyard
gardens have played an important role not only in improving the quality of life, but
also in establishing social interactions between family mesnhad neighbors. But
alongside the rapid modernization of cities and expansion of public spaces during the
first Pahlavi period inthe 1920s, public parks became the significant symbol of
representation and dissemination of modern city and publicnesshénwords, the

newly established public green spaces were a kind of cornerstone in bridging the old

urban fabric into the new modern society.



1.1 Problem Definition

Iran as a country thhgs experienced two Revolutions in thé 26nturyfaced radical
ideological changes regarding public and private spaces. Therefore parallel with
surveying the role of green spaces in Iranian life, it is necessary to discuss the critical
political, social, and cultural factors which have been affectiegutie of these areas

up to now. However, to understand the current situation, it is crucial to investigate the
central motives and dynamics of urbanization strategies that have transformed green

spaces and their usages in different periods of Iranianisto

Since long ago, due to its special geopolitical features, Tabriz has been one of the most
significant cities in Iran. Located along the Silk Road, it used to be the focal point of
transit between Iran and its neighbor countries. These conditionshbralogut the
construction of the largest covered traditional Bazaar in the world, which played a
significant role in bringing together all the public spaces, fikesquesmadares
(schools) bathhousesand private spaces like courtyard houses in theafdhe city.

In other words, the public sphere of life such as Bazaar, as the cetiteecbnomy
(market), was separated from the private sphere of the households. Besides, according
to historical maps and several itineraries, this city was surroundegardens, and
because ofthat,isi known as | r ¥BaghsShatkGar den cityod

Aside fromnatural disasters like devastating earthquakes and floods which destroyed
the main historical elements and gardens of Tabriz, political interventions especially
during the Pahlavi era and afteelslamic Revolution created more crushing impacts
not only on the historical urban fabric of the city and its green spaces, but also on the
relationships between people and urban spaces. The-satial policies of the
governmentsduring both of these periogd$ave transformed not only the physical
formation of green spaces but alsoithesage. It can be said that during the'20

cenury, green spaces, which have bélem main parts of the daily lives of the Iranians

'lnGarden Cityo is fiBaghelhamatotrans!|l ation of



have undergone fundamental changeaccordance with thdifferent ideologies of
states (Pahlavi regime and the Islamic Republic).

The initial steps of transforming the green areas were taken during the first period of
the Pahlavi dynasty (1921941), and the spatial interventionstbé autocratic state

during modernity, which was along with the destruction of the green heritage of t

city shattered the relationships between people and private gafrthenstroduction

of new public spaces pressed families to depart from private gardens into newly built
public spaces in cities, and similar to the European culture, new green ateas cal
6par ks o, were emerged. Foll owing this proce
cemeteries changed into public parks, and all these actions propelled people to spend
their leisure time in these new amenitiddongside the new spatial policies, private
gardens, and social ties (between extended families) within them lost their
significance, and this fact paved the way for other radical sndiaral changes

regarding peopleds I|ife.

It does not seem particularly controversial to mark the beginninty @éeelopments

parallel with the establishment of infrastructures, which allowed several fundamental

changes in new public spaces and public activities. In this way, various development

policies were conducted in the city contemporaneously. For instdmgcepnstruction

of boulevards I|ike oOPahl avi Boul evardo, wi d
planned public parks facilitated many upcoming radical changes in private and public

spaces of the Tabriz.

Development of the city and expansion of publiccggaby establishing new public

parks caused the rapid transformation of the private sphere of life. Private courtyard
gardens as the most prominent aspect of peop
state but also were destroyed according to the riisigs of urbanization. In much

the same line, the spatial hierarchies and the relationship between private and public

spaces got blurred.



In general, modernization in Iran was an attempt to transform introverted cities into
extroverted onedn other wads, people started to take part in the social life occurring

in the newly established public parks, rather than the private enclosed courtyard
gardenslit may well be argued th&trough modernization during the first Pahlavi era,

the identity of the citywhich had a strong relation with Iranian Islamic culture, had
changed. This process not only altered the traditional public and private relationships,

but also, the rapid emergence of newly established public spaces such as parks,
cinemas, and operahaus changed the peopleds behavic
the social activities of the family members in private gardens were superseded by new
public activities in parkg=rom this line, many new words entered the Iranian lexicon,

such as the worglicnic, which was one of the Frenetords to enter Iranian culture

All policies were in the way of constituting a contemporary modern national identity
through establishing new modern public parks that reflect the European lifestyle. In
otherwordsRezaSha6s aspiration to construct a mc
traditional physical spatial organization of districtsahalléd) and houses but also,

along with the expansion of the public sphere, the private sphere of Iranian people

started to vanish amentioned in reference to Habermas.

The second Pahlavi period (19419 7 9 ) began by crowning
Mohammad Rezas the newShah and the continuation of modernization and
westernization of the city but mschizophrenic and paradoxical atmogghieetween

the autocratic system of the state and its attempt to create a democratic society. It can
be said that Mo hammad Rezads reign ndful
massi ve st @drahamsan, 2008Besides¢he centralization ofteet at e 6 s
structure modernization of the cities was an incessant enterprise between these two
rulers.Along with the appearance of new classes, new inégstand technologies in

the 20" century, sudden changes occuriredhe design of the Iranian citieSpatial

policies and shifting the economy from agriculture to the oil industry led to migration
from rural areas to large cities like Tabriz, which resulted in the rapid rise of the

population in the cityTo overcome e upcoming social problems such as housing



shortage for new incomers, a new housing typology (+atdtiy apartment blocks)
were introduced. This process resulted in not only further destruction of courtyard
houses and traditional central districts busoathe replacement of gardens and
farmlands in the suburban areas of the city with new residential quarters.

The third period began with the Islamic Revolution in 1979, with a paradigm shift
from secularist approaches to traditional Islamic ideologychvifavored the anti
westernization. It can be said ththe physical and social transformation of green
spaces continued in the pd®evolutionary era. This era began with movements
against the western lifestyle and public activities. Thus, since thdigstadnt of the

state and its policies were strictly based on Islé@hi@laws, public activities in parks

and green areas were restricted. Accordingly, the new concept of parks called women
only parks appeared following the gender segregation policiesndthis era, due to

the uneven distribution of public parks and limited public activities within them, there
was a shift in peopleds preferences, and a c
arose. Thus, by the privatization of the countryside rgggeace near the city, people
started to spend their time in the newly established private gardens. Generally,
recent timeghese private green spaces in countryside areas of Tabriz became more

significant than the public parks inside the city.

Besidest he politi cal and soci al u pldlamia v al s i n
Revolution, unorganized development and urban sprawl of the city destroyed the

gardens and farmlands in the peripheral areas of Tabriz. In order to clarify, during the

late Pahlavi rgime and after the Islamic Revolution, due to the rapid immigration

from rural areas to the city, potential green spaces of the city, including private fruit

gardens and farmlands, were replaced by new residential quarters. This process is one

of the subgliary concerns of this study, which needs to be pondered over.

All these transformations during the Pahlavi dynasty and after the Islamic Revolution
have occurred not only in the physical formation of green spaces of the city but in

peopl eds daitthdesreggrding greemaspaces. Meanwhile, the green spaces



as a significant factor in the society lost their identity and significance in the process
of transforming the urban structure and different ideological encounters. At last
gardens faded awag nd wha't remained of the I rano:

nostalgic name.

To summarize, the main problem of this research is developed in a threefold schema.

This study starts with an inquiry into the history of gardens in the spatial formation of
Tabriz and peopleds I|ife. The study cont.i
from private gardens to public parks during the Pahlavi regime, and from public parks

to private gardens after the Islamic Revolution. Correspondingly, how changing the
dynamic relationships between private and public spaces affected the behavior and
perception of people, and how these changes in less than a century oscillated between
traditional Islanc beliefs and modern lifestylare among the major concerns of this

study.

1.2 Aim of the Study

The main objective of this study is to investigate three critical types of green spaces
in Tabriz, which played an essenti al rol
the early and late 80century. The first type of gen spaces are private gardens in
courtyard houses. Alongside modernity and radical transformations dhengigns

of Reza Shafard his son Mohammad Rezand due to the westernization and the
rapid rise of thepopulation, thes@rivate gardens were desyed and for the first

time, new public parks were introduced. Considering that the main attempt of this
study is the clarification of traditional private life in the courtyard houses, modification
of the typology of houses that started during the sgpaniod of the Pahlavi dynasty

is a critical point. Alongside the construction of wide streets, destruction of old
structural formation of districts, and their hierarchies, which were based on the
complete division of the private and public spaces, ngesyof residential blocks

became trendy in the city. Consequently, the yards (Hayat) in these new residential



blocks became much smaller than traditional courtyards, and due to this
transformation, the previously active socialization in the private garmlehsuses

faded away. The courtyard gardens were the mere green space for family members
and neighbors to socialize, and the only difference between courtyard houses was their
vastness. Even though less affluent families, unlike privileged families,nhaites
courtyards, all citizens had access to their own green spaces. However, after the
elimination of courtyard gardens and the establishment of new public parks, the
polemical issue was the uneven distribution of public green space among several
districts. Thus, the subsidiary aim of the study is to investigate the causes of the uneven

distribution of public green space in the city.

The third type of green space, a crucial instrument in this research, is the private villa
gardens in the countryside ©ébriz that emerged in recent years, and their number is
increasing daily. Hence, it is essentialraise discussions on the notion of private
spaces and how they used to be in courtyard gardens in Tabriz, and how different state
policies expanded the plidorealm and led people to switch the private ways of life to

the public.

Since the main goal of this study is based on the transformation of green spaces from

the private spaces of houses to the public parks, it is rather vital to look at the
transformation of cultural values, lifestyles, and the role of women in the society.

Together with secularized and westernized ideologies of the Pahlavi dynasty, women,

whose role was limited to private spaces of household, started to participate in newly

built public spaces more than before. Il n ot

spaces started a new era in establishing a modern lifestyle in public spaces.

Along the line of examining public and private green spaces, it is inevitable to find the

relationship between the dominant ideology of the states in different periods and the
process of transformation of green spaces inside the city. In addition, in the case of
green spaces in the countryside, surveying the process of development of Tabriz

(sprawl) pavesthe way for indicating how several villages around Tabriz were



connected tthe city over time and how eventually their green areas tumtedrivate

villa gardens. In fact, the main reason for studying green spaces outside of the city
(suburbs and countryside) is that besides urban parks, these green spaces play an
important ple in the present daily life.

1.3 Theoretical Framework and Methodology

Since the main concern of this study is based on the dialectical relationship between
public and private spacethe characteristics of these spaces, and their role in the
peopleds I|ife constitutes the main theor
critical in Muslim societies like Iran, where the major quality of the spatial formation

of the society is completely sad on the distinction between public and private spaces.
Thusit is rather significant to focus on the notion of public and private spaces and the
way they have been transformed in the course of t@wnsidering that the main
concern of this study is ttgreen spaces, private courtyard gardens, which were the
main spaces of the Iranian private way of life and public parks as the symbol of modern
public life, need to be scrutinized. Hence, the investigation continues with the ruling
ideologies behind thereation of public parks which enteredmian culture during
modernity. In addition, different soci@ultural, sociespatial, and socipolitical
dynamics regarding the development of the city and green spaces, whether during the
Pahlavi dynasty or aftehé Islamic Revolution, must be investigated to establish a

solid foundation for this chronological process.

Reza Shahdés penchant for having a modern
first in physical levels like urban fabric and then in the &oand behavioral levels.

He applied his vision of modernity initially to Tehran, the capital of the time, and then

to other large cities like Tabriz. For this purpose, new roads and streets were
constructed, gigantic governmental buildings were desigmatipld alleys and streets

(which were the main factors of the spatial hierarchy of districts) were widened. To



shed further light on the structural transformations of the large cities, Grigor brings
Tehran as an example and writes:
AStreet s heaed and paged;rireewhade been planted to take the
places of old ones destroyed by the alteration; modern governmental buildings
have been erected in various parts of the city, and a number of small parks in
local squares are being landscaped. Previdiostgf however, are not to be

compared with the present activity under the direction of the Acting Chief of
the Tehran Municipality, Mr . Ghol am Hosse

The transformation of green spaces in Tabriz is profoundly connected tordiffere
political, social, cultural, and economic fields that need to be surveyed. From a
political perspective, as previously mentioned, the spatial policies of the Pahlavi state
significantly contribute to ignoring and destroying some of the green heritadem a
contrast, establishing new green areas. Besides, it is crucial to scrutinize ideologies
and policies of the Pahlavi regime and the Islamic Republic comparatively regarding
private and public spaces. Meanwhile, from a sociological point of viewe#otions

and perceptions of people regarding these transformations should be pondered over.
Alongside surveying the classification of green spaces in Tabriz and their role in daily
life, the notion and the reasons for privatization, personalization, egrégation of

green spaces must be clarified. In the case of Tabriz, parks were the main elements in
creating tension between urban space and the countryside after the Islamic Revolution.
Although during the Islamic Republic epoch there were several ademponstruct

public parks and green spaces, the uneven distribution of public green spaces in the
city from one side and controlling and restricting activities (because of Islamic laws)
from another side encouraged people to pursue other types ofgpaess. In this
respect, particular classes began to establish private green spaces in the farmlands and
countryside, and this process resulted either in the destruction or privatization of green
spaces of the countryside, which led to the commodificadfogreen spaces in these

areas. Therefore, it is necessary to survey the development of Tabriz and its
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surrounding countryside and rural regions to have a better understanding of the

process in which new types of green spac:

In order to study the transition from private green spaces in houses to public parks in
Tabriz, boththehistorical and socispatid backgrounds of the citgre to be analyzed

in its historical conti nuum. Tabranz usec
famous for its ancient gardens, and this fact was frequently mentioned in the itinerary

of foreign travelers. Therefore, choosing Tabriz as the case study can shed light not

on one particular city but on other cities of Iran as well. Using histormalients

such as aerial photos, historical maps of the city, which contain its traditional gardens,
contributes to géing a better understanding of the destruction of gardens. For this
purposethed6 Mat r ak- €6 mi ni at ul%538), TabaizoDeAl-Baltahea b r i z
maps of 1880 and 1910, as well as historical aerial photos, are the significant historical
sources to spot the historical green spaces of the city. In addiiastigation of

studies thahave been conducted regarding the spatial transtammaf Tabriz would

be helpful in organizing this research. In this regard, the Ph.D. thesis of Dariush
Sattarzadehand Master 6s t hesi 3arecamongAthd studkad Y o

conducted in recent times.

The study is arranged through chronologicaksatiptions and adapting them to
theoretical frameworks. It will focus on the gdi, from the start of thePahlavi
dynasty in 1921 to the Islamic Revolution in 19Z8d will continue to the present
time. The conceptual framework of this research wil be based on an analytical
standpoint regarding the investigated qualitative and quantitative results of the case
study (Tabriz) and expanding them to the theoreticands@ork. By way of

illustration, the comparative analysis will be done on the role of traditional gardens,

2 Sattarzadeh, Dariush, 200he impact of Modernity on the formation development of the urban

space in Iran, Case Study: the urban space of Tabriz during the Pahlavi Pezid University,

Science and Research Branch, #AFaculty of Urban D
3 Rad Yousefnia, Ali, 2018 Structural and ideological transformation of public spaces: The case of

Tabriz, Mi ddl e East Technical University, fAFaculty ¢
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their private green spaces, and new modern public parks, also, different state policies
regarding green spaces.

1.4. Structure of the Thesis

The researclaims to identify the role of green spaces in ¢heryday lives of the
people over time and the different policies of the state regarding green spaces in each
period. For this purpose, the study is conducted in five chapters in which not only the
historical and physical transformation of green spaces in the city, but also the process
of oscillation of green spaces between private and public usage are displayed.

e Thefirst chapter starts with the main concern of this study, which is about
the continuous trasformation of private, public green spaces in Tabriz with

the general objective of clarifying different motives for this phenomenon.

e The second chapterwill arrange a conceptual framework by the main
viewpoints of architects, urban designers, and sogisis such as Ali
Madanipour, Amos Rapoport, Jan Gehl, Irwin Altman, and Jeff Weintraub
regarding public and private spaces and their dialectic relationships in the
society. Investigating the main characteristics of public and private spaces,
especially m Muslim communities like Iran, contributes to a better
understanding of the division of these spaces. Following this framework,
different typologies of public and private green spaces, as willeast at e 6 s

socio-spatial policies regarding these spacdshe discussed.

e Thethird chapter beginswith a flashback to the vital role of private gardens
in Persian civilization since ancient times. Following that, historical traces of
green spaces in Tabriz will be surveyed. In this regard, surveying thetancien
gardens, traditional courtyard houses, and their spatial hierarchies provides

several details about the private way of life in Tabriz
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e The process of modernization of the city during the first period of the Pahlavi
era, the emergence of public parks] #me new role of women in public spaces
as the main parts @hapter four will be investigated. The second section of
this chapter will raise discussions about the second period of the Pahlavi
dynasty, revealing two critical clues regarding the long tefiects of the
transformation of green spaces and their usage. For this aim, new housing
typologies that emerged by the continuation of modernization and
industrialization of the city will be investigated. Besides, the new concept of
environmental parks iperipheral areas of large cities like the capital (Tehran)

and Tabriz will be scrutinized.

e Chapter five will be about the new public and private life during the Islamic
Republic era. Its main concern is clarifying the process in which most people
are dscouraged from participating in public parks and tend to have their own
private villa gardens in the countryside regions. For this aim investigating the
development process of the suburbanization of Tabriz (urban sprawl) could be
the means for better und¢sinding the appearance of these private villa

gardens in the countryside and rural areas.

Besides examining the uneven distribution of public parks in different regions

of Tabriz in this chapter, a survey is conducted regarding two historical parks

of the city For this aim,Golestan ParkBaghe Golestan)n the city center

and El Goli Park in a new popularized quarter are selected because they are
used by distinct sections of the society. The central motivation for conducting

the survey is to displathe current statsf parks in the downscale and upscale
neighborhoods of TabriZThe survey is prepared by the way of providing
information regarding the usersodé6 profi
For this aim, the mainmethod is based on adsation and directing a

guestionnaire t&0 users of each park.
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e Finally, chapter six will cover the conclusions of the discussions in the
previous chapters and suggests outlines of further studies.

Figurel.l. Thelocation ofTabriz
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CHAPTER 2

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC G REEN SPACES

2.1 Definition of the Relationship Between Public and Private Spaces

Defining space first comes from the dynamic relationships between self and others on
a psychological level and second the different ideologies and decisions over space on
a social and cultural level. In order to satisfy the biological, ontological, anal soc
needs, people had to produce different spdd@emn, 2001) Thus, the physical
characteristics of space, whether public or private, contribute to addressing the social
and functional dimensions of space in urban(figmand, 2017)Understanding the
nature of space, whether public or private, can be valuable regarding the
comprehension of the structural and ideological transformation of the societies. For

further illustration, Madanipouargues that:

AThe subdivision of our soci al worl d
private spheres is one of the key features of how a society organizes itself. This
affects individual sé ment al state and
superimposes aloAgast i ng struct ur ¢gMadanigoar, hu man
2003)

In addition, investigating the soehistorical spatial organization of cities
encompasses the dialectic relationship between the transformatipublic, private
spaces over time, which helps to link the history of sociability to the political matters
(Weintraub, 1977)In order to investigate the relationship between the public/private
spaces and their transformatidrom the political point of view, it is crucial to
determine first, who has the power to transform them and second, from a
psychological perspective, it is essential to scrutinize phiterns and habits of

sociability that these transformations may raftdiller, 2007).

15



Besides, there are normative orientations regarding public/private spaces based on
every societyods cultural values from which
significance. An important consideratiois that public/private spaces and the

boundaries between them regulate the relationship between individuals and society
(Madanipour, 2003)In other words, along with different spatial hierarchies and

boundaries in urban spa&, public and private space can be defined.

AAccesso, Afagencyo, and Ai nteresto are the
constitution of public and private spaces in which we can point out the publicness or

privateness of one place or specific activienn & Gaus, 1983)These three

dimensions create a dynamic process to determine the ideal level of publicness and
privateness. The necessity of baccessoO to g
prerequisite for the distiion between public and private spaces. The notion of
baccessd6 to a place or specific activity payv
of privacy, which is emanating from establishing control over ad@daslanipour,

2003. The agency refers to the subject of authority, which has the role of control and
decisionmaking and the factor of interest determines who will benefit from the access

to a specific space or action. Therefore it can be said that, these threeatismeefer

not only to the physical settings in urban space, but also encompasses social and

behavioral patternd-ranck & Paxson, 1989)

2.1.1 Division of Private and Public Spaces

According to their functional characteristicsetbubdivision of public and private
spaces and their relationship is like a mirror reflecting the society and its social
relations(Madanipour, 2003)In other words, public spaces do not have power by
themselves, but rathetr is the social relations and the users who give them the
meaning and powetloyd & Auld, 2003) It may well be argued that, the division of
public and private spaces in urban life has been distinguished by devenalaries

and symbols which specify the desired level of interaction, inclusion, or exclusion
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(Rapoport, 1977)Accordingly, the process of division of public and private spaces
and how these divisions controland shapeewy aspect of the citi

us to understand the meaning of these spaces.

The separation of public and private spaces in the first place is mental rather than
physical. In other words, due to the spatial arrangement in urban space, lEsindari
between these two realms could be visible and invigRé&poport, 1977)Iin order to
define the characteristics of public and private spaces, the significant point is that,
besides physical dimensions, they can be sed/@g mental and sogasychological
spaces. Hence, it could be said that, the social interactions in public spaces can be
interpreted as an extension of private space. In order to clarify this kind of distinction,
Madanipour notes:
ADependi ng the private healm & dejined (mind, body, property,
home), the public sphere finds a related but opposite meaning. If mind is the

private realm, the outside world is the public. If the body is the private realm,
the ot her bodi es(Madanpaut, 20030t e t he publ i c

The physical distinction betweetihese two realms, as stated bgff Weintraub,

political sociologist, is not unitary and single confrontation, but rather the discourses
regarding public and private spacGsc over a variety of subj ec
distinct and, at the same time, subtlgften confusingly overlapping and

i nt er t (Weintraub,. 1977) Realizing the significance of the demarcated
boundaries between publiand private spaces would pave the way for the
comprehension of the world of intimacy and the world of sociability between the
individual ity of 0s el f(Weintaaobd 1977hThus,rttec t i o n
dichotomy ofpublic and private spaces also derives from the contrasted dichotomies

of presence and absence, inclusion and exclusion, individuality and commonness.

From another perspective, the dichotomy of public and private relationships emanated
from the concept ofdeologcal and biological separatiorf-ollowing that, the

distinction between these spaces is the distinction of community and individuals, male
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and female, the space of home and w@kl, 2005) In Muslim societies, a centra
concern regarding the distinction between these two spaces is entirely based on man
and woman relationships and their role in Islamic communities. In other words, the
division of public, private space derives from the separation of sexes rooted ialcultur
and religious values. The normative imposition of beliefs and ideologies is part and
parcel of the traditional biological separation of gendéwgmand, 2017) Even

though the majority of feminist writers define the didtimic between these two realms

as the main factor of -establishad dastthat thespatiad si on, [
organization of Islamic cities was according to the distinction of the-dwatgnated

public sphere of economy arnhe private sphere ocpied by the women, children,
servants, etc. This phenomenon existed in thecgdtury western societies where an
ideal lifestyle included men pursuing all sorts of activities in the public sphere, and
women being limited to childcare and household chamethe domestic spaces of
housegCowan, 1983; Franck & Paxson, 1989)

Weintraub quotes Aristotle about western social and political theories in which the
relationship between private, public spaces is the disiimctif separate spheres
betweemikosas the households apdlis as the political community of outside with
extended engageme(itVeintraub, 1977)Therefore, men were free to participate in
both the private realm of home ane thublic sphere of politics and markets; however,
women were entirely associated with the private space of households. From this line,
the division of these realms is the division of male/female, covert/overt, and

inside/outside.

2.1.2 The Concept of SemiPrivate and SemiPublic Spaces

The scales between public and private can be more differentiated according to spatial
hierarchies and levels, gradually from more private residential areas to the more public
spaceqGehl, 2011) Through these spatial hierarchies, especially in Islamic cities,

semiprivate and serpublic spaces have gained a significant role in mediating the
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relationship between private and public spaces. In other words, different physical and
psychological borers and their functions between two realms constitute the identity
of cities and urban environments. In Islamic urban design, the concept of 'Ali§ina’
used to refer to ibetween spaces between outdoor public spaces and indoor private
spaces. In the dlfabric of Islamic society, the spatial pattern of streets emanated from
the traditional laws calledUrf. According to these traditional laws, in the spatial
organization of streets in Muslim societies, spnivate spaces played a crucial role

in the diginction of public and private spaces and protecting houses from potential
offendersln fact, Al Fina' was used to be the transitional spaces between public spaces
of main streets and private spaces of hosE®raddin, 1998)As an instance, in
spatial hierarchies of streets, Al Fina' used to be the connector between thoroughfares
in residential districts and deahd streetgNooraddin, 1998) In general, the
organization system of Al Fina' care lxonsidered as a mediator and territorial
boundary between public and private spaces in neighborhoods to protect the privacy

of residents, especially women.

Semipublic and serprivate spaces in the urban environment not only play the role
of a boundaryn the neighborhood, but also play the role of a linkage between private
and public spaces to establish communication between these spaces. In other words,
these spaces known as the O6Third spaced i
fill the physical gap between divided public and private spaces; besides, as mediating
spaces, the behavior of people becomes more fluid between public and private spaces
(Arjmand, 2017)In order to clarify the role of these spaces asiatiad spaces, Gehl
mentions that:
AFl exi bl e boundaries i n the form of
completely private nor completely public, on the other hand, will often be able
to function as connecting links, making it easier, both physicaltg

psychologically, for residents and activities to move back and forth between
private and public <GeldHE, bet ween in

4 Al Fina' is an Arabic term meaning spaciousness which was used to defitypésmfspaces, the
inner courtyards and the spaces around the buildings in Islamic societies.
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Oscar Newmanranarchtect and urban planner,nt r oduced t he concept of
S p a m &992as a model to hinder crime in residential neighborhoods. He believed

that, the physical environment could be designed in a way that affects the behavior of

both residents and potential offenders, resulting in the reduction of crimes. The mos

cruci al concept i n  hwhich he sumgested designgg thet er r i t or
physical S p apcrei vcaa | el 6e pesspéadesearsidertsatd take more

responsibility in their residential neighborhoods. In fact, gannate spaces are the

proposed physical spaces between completely private spaces and publie. spaces

Figure2.1. The spatial hierarchies between public and private spaces,

Source: Newman, Oscdr972,Defensible Space

STheconceptofserpr i vat e spaces and Oscar Newmanoés defensi bl
important sections of this study in the upcoming chapter. In traditiorialatig of districts in Iran,

there used to be the third spaces between public and private spaces which will be discussed in the

spatial hierarchies of traditional courtyard houses in chapter three. In other words, in order to protect

the residents of housdérom the external gaze and potential offenders, several spatial elements known

as semprivate spaces separated the private spaces of houses and public spaces like streets.
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Figure2.2 Al Fina' inBetween spacebetween outdoor public spaces and private spaces

Source: Nooraddin, Hoshiar, 1998

2.2 Spatial behavior regarding the interference of public and private spaces

Thetransformation of urban space not only occurs gradually in its physical form but
also may embody new beliefs and behavigviadanipour, 2010)In other words,
through the process of transformation of public and private spae norphysical

values may be introduced in society.

Rapoport (1982) described nearbal communications in the built environments by
introducing fixed, serrfixed, and norfixed features. Fixedeatures are the core
cultural elements that alter veseldomly, and are basically fixed according to
standards of the society. While sefired features are under the control of codes and
preferences of users and can be easily changedfijxednfeature elements relate to
the nonverbal behavior of people, vdh are changing alongside the shifting spatial
relations and different activities accordinglgapoport, 1982)In other words, the
behavior of people and their perceptions are among the features that are continuously

changng in the urban environment. Thus, it does not seem patrticularly controversial
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to assert that due to new cultural, political, and social values, the types of

communication among people in public, private spaces may change over time.

The formation procesof built environments derives from fundamental components

|l i ke culturally shaped Omotivationsd and 0
perception and their spatial behavidisang, 2005) Adnan Barlas mentions that
motivations and needs are Athe source of, C
cultural biases are the inseparable parts of the nature of these(Badds, 2006)

These motivations could be the combination of psychologigiaysiological, and

sociological needs, which affect the designing process and perception of people about

the built environmen(Barlas, 2006) From this line, the interface of public/ private

dichotomies in urban space candefined and ralefined continuously according to

peopleds needs and societybds demands. For i
and spatial hierarchies between public and private spacestifi®micro-scale of

houses and maciscale of the urban spacare critical examples regarding the

psychological and social needs in the societiesther words, establishing territories

between public, private spaces is the linkage between physical settings of urban space

and human behaviors.

From another perspave, the division of the public and private spaces and their
dichotomiedi rect |y r el at es t Byrefetnireg toRapadortahcs s pat i al
his definition of fixed, serdiixed, and norfixed feature elements, soegpatial

policies of differet governments, whether democratic or totalitarian, could transform

these elements leading to changes in the relationship between public and private

spaces and generate new habits and rules in the society. For further explanation,

according to Rapoportabits, and rules involved in culture create lifes{iBapoport,

1977) and any changes in lifestyle could generate spatial behavior in the built
environmentThus, it makes sense to assert that the process of publirizete space

production or their transformation is parallel with the emergence of new habits and

soci al contexts to satisfy peoplebs new dema
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2.2.1 Being in the Public Space

Public spaces are the most critical element in the urban spadeis said beforg

public spaces of the city are like a mediator between private spaces and different
spatial hierarchies in the cities, which contains symbolic purposes and overlapping
different functions(Madanipour, 2003)The word public emanating from the word
populusbépeopl ed in Latin concerns the commu
(Madanipour, 2003)All changes in uran space, which are the outcomes of the
different ideologies, socigpatial policies, soci@conomic changes, are first seen in

publ i c space. I n this regard, Nasar ass

concerns regarding public practices and publces of the societfNasar, 1989)

The term Apublic spaceo in political SCi ¢
and a particular metaphor for discursive practices, however, from a geographical
perspective, public space a physical space of sociability and interaction of people
(Brodin, 2006) To be in a public space is to be in the realm of sociability and
unintentional encounters where permissible behaviors can be exfBrigd1989).

Also, establishing encounters and interaction with strangers in public spaces
contributes to the comprehension of our position in society and how society expects

us to act or react when we are in public spdbkesl, 2010) In fact, the rate of these
encounters differs according to the cultural, political, social, and economic
atmosphere of evg society. It can be said thi#iese dynamics not only shape the built
environment but also give meaningtte nature and usage of public spaces. Public

space is for the regulation of interpersonal relationships in which, as Madanipour
indicat es, Arepresentation of difference
(Madanipour, R03).

The value of the public space is based on its democratic formation and the possibility
of free participation in social activities for everyone in the society. An essential
characteristic of public space derives from its openness for ibdividuals and

groups in which they are free to use it as active participants or passive spélteagrs
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2010) In other words, it is crucial to examine how, to whom, and for what kinds of
activity they are accessible. Hentlee accessibility to public space is one of the main
features of public space so that there are no physical, mental, social, and geographical
boundaries between people and public sglleal, 2010) In the case of accessilbyli
of public spaces, Miller notes that:
AWe tend to think of public space as ha\y
characteristics. We believe it is publicly owned, the opposite of private space.
We believe it is open and accessible to everyone, whereenoasnbe turned
away. We imagine it as the setting for important civic events, where large
groups of people come to celebrate, protest, and mourn. We see it as somehow

part of democratic i@ a pl ace for speaki(Miger, out and b
2007)

From this line, it can be said that being in public space is being in the realm of
consensus and common interests in which individuals share these common interests
altogether rather than separately. Given that, Gehl arguesi¢hphysical quality of

public spaces could be determined by different social activities among groups who do
not have the same backgroui@ehl, 2011) As previously mentioned, public life not

only reflects different patterns dkhavior in the society, but also could shape new
forms of behaviors that may change according to new cultural values and needs. To

have a better understanding of this process, Mark Francis argues that:

APublic spaces r ef tukucet ourpnvates beliefs, eusd, our | a
public values Public space is the common ground where civility and our
collective sense of what ma y be <called

expressed. Our public environment serves as a reflection or mirror of
individual behaviors, social processes, and our often conflicting public
v a | u(Erancisp 1989)

Jurgen Habermas conceives the public sphere as an abstract branch of public space,
and this conceptual space is filled with differepinions, ideas, and debates regarding
public interes{Habermas, 1989; Neal, 201®ublic space, in contrast, is material in
which places, sites, and grounds are constituted, and different ideas and political

actionsflow (Mitchell, 2010) Besides, the public sphere provided an opportunity for
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individuals to participate in the political life of the society in which they can come to

a consensug¢Neal, 2010) The everyday life of people manifests itself in space,
revealing each societyds conflicts, Str ucg
this line, through these daily conflicts and social dynamics, societies form-&odre

the public spher¢ Alvares & Barbosa, 2018)

2.2.2 Being in the Private Space

Private space is a combination of personal and impersonal dimensions, which has a
tight association with the social unit of the housel®@danipour,2003) Being in

the private spaces means being in a place with established control of the individual in

a personal capacity that is protected from the external @4aeanipour, 2003)In

other word, it is crucial to gess thaestablishing a private space derives from the

attempt to create a space for us (ours) rather than for them (theirs). Being in private,
according toMohammad Karim Pirnia @ prominent Iranian writein Islamic

architecture theory) is being in thealm away from the overcrowded atmosphere of
public space in which human being can kee

from others for a while in his enclosufieirnia, 2005)

Hannah Arendt states another defimitiof being in a private space, which is being in
a boundless place regardless of rules that are governing public life. In this respect, she

argues that:

ATo |live an entirely private 1|ife me:
essential to a truly humadriie: to be deprived of the reality that comes from
being seen and heard by others, to be

with them that comes from being related to and separated from them through
an intermediary of a common world of things, tadeprived of the possibility
of achieving somet hing (Aendtel958)e r manent

In the urban environment, the terminology of private space comes from its opposition

with public space, which is being isolatted om t he out si de worl d.
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derives from the Latin wordyrivus signifying single and individual, angrivatus
meaning fwithdrawn from public i f e, pecul i
(Madanipour, 2003)In this regard, Arendt mentions:
A . . . The four walls of oneds private p
place from the common public world, not only from everything that goes on

in it but also from its publicity, from being seen and being heg#tendt,
1958)

I n contrast to the public sphere, Aithe priv
retreats to i sol dSolove & Schwartzt2014)o atrerdwordsf a mi | y 0

the private sphere is an individuated part of life, isolated from the public sphere and

under the control of the individugMadanipour, 2003)It is the enclosed realm of

personal space besides explicit contracts and rational rgefawhich is engaged

with the discourses of domesticity and privgeyeintraub, 1977)

By referring to Benn and Gaus (1983) and t
Afagencyo and AdAinterest o rcregsamdgprivatenesi he det er n
spaces, it can be said tipgivate space is a part of the communal life whose access is
controlled by different agencies. Il n this re
from being in the private space, which is parallehwfite exclusion of others. Privacy

is defined fAas a right of personhood, inti ma
control 0 V e (Soloven& Schwartz,t 201d)hi® the act of establishing

territories betweethe inside and the outside world to defend it from the intrusion and

gazes of outsider#n this regard regulating privacy has been used in physical, spatial,

mental, and social separations to reduce social corf#dttsan, 19795.

As an example, home is the cornerstone of private space in every culture, a place
where everyone can recognize not only the identity of self and family but also the

notion of inside and outside. The first distinction between inside and outside emerged
from regulating desired levels of privacy by spatial hierarchies, ifisitle of the

house, and secormbtween the house and the outside.
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2.3. Private and Public Green $aces

The discussion regarding the dialectic relationship between urban public/private
spacesan be expanded to green spaces as one of the fundamental physical elements
in the spatial structure of the cities and the coupler of the natural and built
environment. The utilization of green space by people over time has embodied
important physical andonphysical prerequisites that need to be pondered over. In
other words, the social circumstances of the time have changed the physical

characteristics of green space and have assigned different meanings to them.

According to physical characteristics, eth usage, the rate of interaction, and
accessibility, urban green spaces are divided into public and private. Through the
investigation of urban green spaces in public and private properties, it is necessary to
mention that green areas in the urban envivent embrace an extensive range of
settings(Jennings, Browning, & Rigolon, 2019)herefore, they could be studied not
only in the context of micrscales of houses, their gardens, and neighborhood parks
but also inthe macrescales of the national parks, farmlands, and green spaces in the
countryside and suburban areas. Besides, it is crucial to note that the types of urban
green spaces are continuously changing according to social, political, and economic
matters,as well as the development of urbanization of the city, which influence the

physical and social characteristics of green spaces.

One of the main sections of this study is private gardens, which have a tight
relationship with the interior space of the dngl. The general definition of garden

refers to the various types of natural settings, but the private green space, which is
among the main discussions in this study refers to an-aipepace enclosed and
protected by walls. Different definitions andachcteristics are attributed to the private
gardens, however, t heir most i mportant q
t hat reflects personalityo and dAa place
(Coolen & Meesters2012) It can be said that gardens are the places associated with

various concepts regarding privacy, sociability and attachment to ri@ooden &
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Meesters, 2012)Courtyard house gardens, historical royal gardensaterifruit

gardens, and green areas in balconies are some examples of private green areas inside
the city. Farmlands, horticultural areas, allotments, which are small gardens for non
commercial food production, are examples of private green regions iauhtyside.

Additionally, in the classification of urban green areas, public parks have a
fundamental position. They are the symbols of new public spaces in the modern urban
settings that are owned by public authority. From one perspective, they are
representatives of nature, so they are like a bridge between people and nature, and
from another perspective, they are the symbols of recreation and publicness. While
gardens were established according to the cultural values of inhabitants, public parks
were cesigned as mulpurpose spaces for a wide range of social interactions. For
many people, especially those living in the crowded areas of the city, public parks are
the only available green spaces where they can spend their leisure time, enjoy the
nature,and distance themselves from the daily stress of urba(Blf=uste, 2020)

Classification of green space typologies (including the ones both inside and outside of
the city), their functions, and effects on the livep@bple needs to be investigated on
different levels. By way of illustration, investigating urban green spaces is not merely
the study of places for socialization and recreation inside the city. Moreover, green
spaces and their different typologies have hadimportant role in displaying the
historical urbanization process and spatial transformation of urban space, countryside,
and rural areas. For instance, agricultural lands or green spaces in the countryside
which have been engulfed by the developmemt expansion of the city could be

investigated along with different types of urban green sp@resiste, 2020)

2.3.1 Impact of Urban Green Space®n Dalily Life

It is crucial to consider green spaces as potential public spacetaanyone since
they play an essential role in the perception of citizens and their exper{thkegs

2016) Fair distribution of public services like parks for all citizens not only creates
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dynamic and active public spackut also, as an undeniable factor, green spaces could
increase socialization and quality of lile. rapidly urbanized societies, green spaces,

especially parks, give people the opportunity to not only spend their leisure time with
their families and fends but also, to fill the gap between the forgotten nature and

people.

Anot her main impact of green areas on pe
view, is the surplusalue to the properties near the green spaces. Land price in every

part of thecity has a direct relationship with the organization of open green spaces, so

it can be inferred that newly built towns, even in remote areas, are developed sooner

than dense central arg@sirner, 2005)Districts and neighbboods adjacent to these

green areas retained more property values; thus, thes piog rentof the real

properties (houseand building lots)increased continuously and becaaf®ordable

only for small affluent groug The longterm consequences of this phenomenon are

urban gentrification and privatizing those areasthy upperclasses. Generally,

ignoring the fair distribution of these areas among people resulted in further urban

commuting and repetitive travels between redideareas and public green spaces.

2.3.2 Public Green Spaces and Social Interactions

Along with defining the role of green spes in urban life, it is necessaty note that
besides the positive effects of these spaces on public health, urban aesthetics, and
recreation, urban public green spaces also enable social encounters among people.
Due to the developing new social networks in public space, walking on the street,
seeing, and being seen by strangers becomes new social ac(Bitiks1989).
However, newly built streets could not always support the social encounters of
strangersin new modernized societies;hids, public parks turned to places for
socialization and meeting strangers regardless of their clé$sesnpson, 2002)

Since then, socialization, recreation, communication, and exchanging information

among different classes and genders are the-saottiaral perspective of public parks
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to converge social encounters in urban life. In otherds, public spaces like parks,

as key elements in society, are strengthening public spheres by the assemblage of
multi-cultural contact$Orum & Neal, 2010)Due recognition must also be given to

the fact that socidemograpit differences can also create a distinctive pattern of

interactions in public green areas like parks.

2.3.3 Impact of Government® Socic Spatial Policies on Green Space

Owing to different needs andffdrent attitudes, open spacese the grounds of
democracy;thus, it does not seem particularly controversial that the designing,
managing and using open spaces like parks are a reflection of political rhetoric in the
society(Thompson, 2002)Urban green spaces as one of the mostrirapbparts of

city life have been continuously changing over time. Many ecological, political, and
economic factors affect this changing process. Due to some planning strategies that
emanate from different policies and ideologies, green spaces have gawed

meanings and functions in society and everyday life.

In other words, the transformation of green spaces has a close relationship with the

different ideological clashes embodied in the process of urban development.

Sometimes it emerges as an elemaspldying the political power of the aristocracy,

religious excitements, or even as a means of land speculation to make profits for
governmental or private sectors. Following that, the meaning and types of green areas

have been constantly changed underitiflaence of the power of ideologies and

dominant social classes of each period. In different situations, governments and
municipalitiesd policies and their decisions
and changing their usage to residential amthroercial usage like shopping malls. In

ot her words, under the authorityds power, p
apparatus to compensate for theuni ci pal i t i e sedpeabyuid g et defic

developing countriesChis issue will be scrutinized wetail in chapter 5.
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Another important point concerning the several policies of the states regarding green
spaces is the fair arrangement of green spaces in every region of the city. Over time,
green spaces, their digtution, and their use pattern haveen controversial in the
sociospatial policies of governments and local organizations like municipalities.
Alongside the modernization of the cities, new discourses like social welfare, equity,
and even distribution of public services appeared amongitloal matters introduced

in urban life.

In particular, policies of the states, local governments, and different organizations,
regardless of their disparities, should follow the even distribution of green spaces to
enable their accessibility for evenye in the societgdennings, Browning, & Rigolon,
2019) However, due to the segregation of different classes and gentrification, which
emanates from | o c-aphtial gpaitesein thenety ts@né aresa® c i 0
especially the ones belonging to lowdasses, were excluded from the fair
distribution of green spaces. An important consideration that must be kept in mind is
the difference between exclusion and inequality. Inequality refers to the economic
statusofsomeone to access specific resources
degree of integration encouraged in soci e
| i f(Leoyd & Auld, 2003) Breuste enumerates the m@agor the exclusion athe
lower-class, the uneven distribution of green spaces, and the role of the local
governments:

AFurther reasons for the unequal acce:

historical development of parks, the willingness afnmipalities to provide

parks as public assets, the availability and affordability of land, the

morphology of the city itself, and lastly the interdsiven policies of certain
popul at i dBreusier2@2@, p.286) 0

2.4. Segregation and Privatization ofPublic Green Spaces

Different contextual factors and dimensions regarding public and private spaces have
always shaped peopleds experiences in the

of a marked relationship between public and private spaces &f treconsequences
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of urbanization in societie@-itzpatrick & LaGory, 200Q)In some communities, the

new spatial divisions between public and private spaces could create new chances for
the selfdevelopment of people. Buistead, in other cases, with complicated cultural
and religious values, the rapid spatial division of public and private spaces causes
nothing but chaos in social relationships. For some specific reasons, public spaces that
are technically and physicallypen to the public may be privatized by physical or-non
physical attribution. The notion of privatization in urban space started with the arrival
of spatial interventions of individuals or private agencies in public spaces. From this
line, these interventits form or (re)form the relationship between public and private

spaces.

The concept of privatization in this study is divided into two parts. The first part deals

with the economic values of space and raises a discussion regarding the privatization

of pubic spaces by uppailasses, andhe exclusion of other classes by several

physical or nosphysical boundaries from using the public space. For instance, the
absence of free access, due to t he establ
neighbor hoodl s®domamulnidtgiae s 6 i thepnvaizadondaf t i me s, I

specific districts and residential associations.

Along with the study of the transformation of public and private spaces, it is crucial

to note that spatial transformation always-cmeurs withthe remodeling of the
societybs economy dlLefdvbren®@99lg The most significard u ct i on
manipulation of the economy in social spaces in the cities is changing the usage and
privatizing the public realm like puibl green spaces. By creating boundaries, space
loses its social value and turns to a personalized space in the service of a certain group
(mostly upperclasses). This type of division under economic forces has received
considerable critical attention nohly in the residential areas and neighborhoods in

the cities, but also in the rural countryside and the suburban in the form of speculation
of green regions. In other words, capital forms, reforms and controls the urban
ecology, especially green spaces,ethier in the cities or in the suburbs and
countrysidg[Fitzpatrick & LaGory, 2000Q)
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The second type of privatization of public space, on the contrary, refers to the
privatization of public gree spaces by the homeless allegal activities, excluding

other users and distorting the identity of public space. By way of illustration, since
people involved in illicit activities such as drug dealing and homeless are often the

main users of certain public parks, these public spaaes lost their safety, and

following that, families avoid participating in public activities in those parks. Roger
Trancik, in his bookhas mentioned the term O0lost sp
have lost their social function and no longer have atipescontribution to their
surroundings and their usdiBrancik, 1986)

In order to conclude this subchapter, it can be said that public space users, whether
upperclasses and affluent people or homeless people, privagze treas however

not by physical boundaries but rather by their social status. In other words,
privatization, whether by the power of the capital (imposed by uglpeses) or by

the homeless, not only creates private interactions in public spacesdakeludes

the majority of users and reduces their free interactislitshell, 2010)

i nding Lost Space: Theories of Urban Designo
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CHAPTER 3

TABRI Zz; THE O6GARDEN CITY®d OF | RAN

3.1 Brief History of Gardens and Green Spacsin Persian's Culture

First gardens and green areas in Iran can be traced back to 8000 years ago in the
ancient Persia(Memarian & Brown, 2004)Aryans believed that the world had been

divided into four sections with a large abyss in the middlehaf. This fact is

supported by many traces found from historical Jiiéettaj, 2014) therefore, it can

be said that gardens were completely reflecting the Persian worldB@evati,
Alehashemi, &Minatour Sajjadi, 2018)n Persian mythology, the gardens played an
archetypical rol e, serving peopl etds neec

invisible grace promises order, and exenewing life against mortality.

Gardens were like domesiied private spaces closely relatedhireligious beliefs
and cultural values of the Persiamdongside the utility of these gardens, many
historical documents reveal that Persian gardens were not places for strolling of the
public, but rather, they lEnged to private spaces of families and friends. In this
regard, Ghanoonparvar referred to Victoria SackWlest, one of the prominent
scholars who studied the utility of Persian gardens, and stated:

Alt i s not a pl ace wpglaee wherehhe wanta to sits t o

and entrain his friends with conversation, music, philosophical discourse and
p o e t(Ghanoanparvar, 2001)

"To illustrate the differences betwetheearl§l rand anc
century people in the world knew Iranians and Iran as Persians and Persia. During the reign of Reza

Shah in 27 December of 1934, government, ioffisial pronouncement, requested European
countries to use O6lrand instead of O&édPersiad in t
as a specific geographical term which contained the whole Persia, Baluchistan, Kurdistasu€a
Turkestan(contemporary Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan) and thewesthof India

(Yarshater, 1989)
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The Persian garden was known not only as a humete private enclosure and urban

micro-climate but also as the prototype for gendered spaces in Persian history
(Arjmand, 2017)In this regard, the geometry of Persian gardens was based on specific
regulations corresponding to religious beliefs not only before Islam but also, after its

admittance.

In much the same line, after Islam, a nostalgic dream about the garden where Adam
ard Eve had their golden age before being exiled to the earth started to dominate the
garden design idea. According to Islamic beliefs, God is the first gardener and the
creator of nature, but man defies nature and gives it life through new techniques like
irrigation, distributing scarce and vital water with his lavish hgKthansari,
Moghtader, & Yavari, 2004)

It can be said that the organization of nature and its components in the form of paradise

were reflected in every aspeaf Persian civilization throughout history. Paradise is

derived fromthe Old Persian worgbairi-daeza which means walled space. Greeks

have changed the word a bit and pseadeisosto designate the Persian gardens

(Khansari, Mofptader, & Yavari, 2004)Fromthe6 Ac haemeni d6 Empire to
dynasties, gardens have had a tight connecti
beliefs. In other words, spatial patterns, the proportions, and the arrangement of

repetitive geometries in gardens were considered saBadati, Alehashemi, &

Minatour Sajjadi, 2018)

Green spaces in Iran have been the manifestation of different ideologies in urban
spaces throughout history. These spaces, whetheatgror public, were not
considered merely green areas for leisure and promenade. They not only reflected the
dominant ideologies of the authority, but also contained all traditional culture and
social aspects of the society in each era. Privacy was dlve concern of Persian
gardens during the time. Amequally strong claim the most Persian gardens were
defined as surrounded green areas, therefore, walls play a crucial role in defining

gardens in Iranian culture so that no one could imagine a gardéoutviits
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surrounding wallsRené Pecherghe Belgian landscape architect, asserted that the
definition of a Persian garden was possible only with its wWiisnsouri, 2016)He

believed that security and hiding the residents of the garden from straregerghe

two main reasons for the construction of wallfis definition paves the way for a
better description of walls andOUrtéhewhi atol
means wall in the Persian language is composed oftwo&oddBi vO6 méaabs h @
and the suffix 6U0r 60¢bédsMddsoldrie16) Indtize ev Ur 6
traditional Persian cul tur e, andhtte tewma | | (L
6 Ch Uh ar aféurwaled space) (s an expression implying that the fispace

is secured by four surrounding walls, which could be a house or a garden in Persian
culture(Mansouri, 2016)In much the same line, in all poems, paintings, miniatures,

as well as other works of art like pats, walls were defined as haérritorial markers,

protecting the sacred spaces of the garden and the interior regl€éignte 3.1 and

3.2). From another point of view, besides the defensive and protective role of walls in
cultivated gardens or inhabited ones, walls also proteceegdidens from wind and

sand, and were the main element in preserving land from the harmful environment of

the outsidg¢Khosravi, Djalali, & Marullo, 2017)
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Figure3.1 A miniature fromthelate 14" century, the garden which is surrounded by walls,
poem book of Khajaviye Kermani

Source: Mansouri, Seyyed Amir, 2QIBhenomenologgf Surrainding walls in Persian
gardens

Figure3.2. Late 16 century miniature o€hahar Baghwhich is protected by surrounding
walls

SourceKhansari, Yavari, Moghtader, 1998, The Persian garden: Echoes of Paradise
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3.2 Typologies and structural formation of gardens

In the higory of Iran, there were two types of royal gardens, the extensive gardens and

the designed gardens nan@dh U h a r thaBoBlanged to kingsrehahs (in Persian).

The extensive gardens were the vast, great walled gardens used for the purposes of
hunting ad gamesThese gardens were constructed not only for horticultural and

| ei sure purposes but also as the means ol
the symbols authority and fertilitgArjmand, 2017) Although thesegardens were

known as private gardens, they were considered mostly as small forests that did not
follow specific geomely and orderMost of these places were away from the city

centers and devoted to specific groups such as kingscepr courtiers and
commandergMansouri, 2007)

The second typefaogardens (the most common ongjere the ones constructed
according to specific quadruple division geometries na@ddUh a r 8. Big g h
guadruple division was the eternal pattern of the Persian gardens. Piaatttymim

was divided into four sections with planted trees and quartered by watercourses to
recall four sacred rivers of the wo(ldhansari, Moghtader, & Yavari, 2004 palace

or pavilion kushi in the middle of the garden, a large pool, trees and flowers planted
with a special arrangement in four separate sections constitute a gaydeay of
llustration thehorizontal axis played an important role in the construction of gardens.
These axeseparated entrances and buildings in which gardens and buildings were
connected to each other by private courtydtlgber, 1962) After Islam, the same
geometry was adapted, but with a new perspective, to reflect four holy gardens
mentioned in the QurdiiShahcheraghi, 201QfFigure 3.5). Generally, many gardens
were built in this style in difl50@)amelnt cit
0 Saf avi-1r86) efag. FHalighout time, due to trades, travels, andvearsn

the Persian garden pattearsd their design spread all over Central Asia, and Europe.

It can be said that the great Mughal gardens in Kashmir, Agra, Lahore and the gardens

8Ch@dh means o6four 6 iBaghP emesainasn gaarndgeunage and 6
9 Sure 55, Verse 460
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of Moorish Spain at Cordoba and Granada were established according to Btgtsia
(Khansari, Moghtader, & Yavari, 2004)

European gardens have been subjected to various changes, and they have been
designed to be compatible with their surrounding landscapes, Persian gardens, on the
contrary, may beolcated in the middle of deserts or barren mountains (Figure 3.6). In
other words, Persian gardens are like oases with no continuity to their settings outside
of their great walls, which could be nothing but just de@énansari, Mghtader, &

Yavari, 2004) Considering the differences between European and Iranian traditional
gardens, Ghanoonparvar mentioned that:

e There [in the West], t hey must di g i
branches of the trees, plant lawns, desigwdr beds, and plant flowers and
domesticated grass in place of forest tre
appears before your eyes in the middle of a dry, barren sand desert, like a
painting surrounded by wal | s t hat cont

(Ghanoonparvar, 2001)

In addition, alongside designing gardens, Persians had several strategies to overcome
the problems of harsh climate conditions. For instance, besides dams, they invented
several underground irrigation systems known @anats which is snowfed
subterraneawater in the mountain&hansari, Moghtader, & Yavari, 2004)Figure

3.7).

The presence of gardebagh is particularly visible in all aspects of Iranian life and
art (paintingmusicand | i teratur e) Ba Jwaé defingdhas the history
symbol of nature and many famous poets used it as a metaphor for divinity, paradise,

freedom, love, etc. The most remarkable exampl&adadi's,(Persian poet, 13

1 %Digging shaftsof 150 feet depth was the way employed to reach the water. After that craftsmen
constructed a tunnel from where the water was needed. The water is propelled by gravity in the
tunnel. When the tunnel reached the city or village the water current may flowgaddens and
farmlands.
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centuryt wo most not abl e Bpustad 'a g Gdestadk3shicf Di v an)
both mean gardens.

In the way of scrutinizing the role of gardens in Iranian life, it should be noted that
through time, people adapted the small scale of the specific geométty &f 1B &g h

to the interior spaces of their house. From thie courtyards of houses ai®ided

into four sections of planted trees with a pool in the middle of the yard.

1

Figure3.3. Lateeighthcentury B.C painted tiles from the baba Jan(tibeestan Province)
depi ctChahgrbagbe céuci form design.

Source: Khansari, Yavari, Moghtad&98,The Persiamgarden: Echoes of Paradise

1 1In Persian culture Bustan is an agricultural garden for growing edible plants
1 °Golestan is the Persian word for the garden of flowers
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Figure3.4 (Re) creationoftheAc haemeni d Empire royal garden (Art
at Susa, ninth century B.C). The palace surrouhgdte interior gardens
Source: Khansari, Yavari, Moghtagd&B98,the Persian garden: Echoes of Paradise

Figure3.5. Ealy 17th century manuscript gardenof paradise,

Source: Khansari, Yavari, Moghtad&g98,The Persiamgarden: Echoes of Paradise
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Figure366 Shazde Mahandé gar den, princebés garden

Sourcehttps://bit.ly/2W8rczV(visited: September, 2020)

Figure3.7 Qanatavere underground channels constructed by the Iranian to transport water
to the surface, especially in regions wathot and dry climate.

Source: Khansari, Yavari, Moghtad&g98,The Persian garden: Echoes of Paradise
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Figure3.8 Miniatureof a Chaharbaghgarden with its surrounding walte 17" century)

Source: Khansari, Yavari, Moghtad&g98, ThePersiargarden: Echoes of Paradise

3.3 Tabriz- The Forgotten ‘Garden City' Of Iran

Tabriz orTawvRizhis the oldest and largest city in the northwest province of Iran. The
peak of the propensity of Tabriz was during the llkhanate dynasty {128%). Due

to the strong political economy and international trade netwthr&lkhanate dynasty
choseit as the capital in the ¥3entury, and as a result, all elites, princes, Amirs, and
administrators stayed in Tabif2/ing, 2014) Similarly, Tabriz was the capital in the
Qara Qoyunlu, Ag Qoyunlu, and early the Safavid periods. Furthermore, it was the

city of 6Crown Princedé (Valiahd) during the

The geopolitical and geeconomic importance of Azerbaijan province, exsally

Tabriz, which was the coupler of the Far East and West played a crucial role in its
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history. Because of its strategic position and vital political importance, Tabriz was the

focal point between the Chingissid state and Mongol military, Turkish,Pansian
administrators(Wing, 2014) Tabriz was known as an affluent city because of its

Bazaar and trade networks, in which it was the center of the carpet, jewelry, gold, and

silk industry. In this regard, according to thdigzs of commercial life in Tabriz, this

city was known as fARich (Wng,Q@lé)bhaddison,d abou
since ancient timeslue to the fertile lands ofie northwest of Iran, Tabriz was well

known for its vast gardensvhich were the main elements in forming the spatial

structure of the city.

Although the invasion of Iran by Mongais the 13" centuryand the vast demolition

of cities resulted in a hiatus in the progressttef Iranian art of gardeningthe

construction of gardens in Iragspecially in Tabriz continueglvenafterthe Mongols

invasion. In order to perugbe chronological process of construction of gard®ns

Mongolian rulers in TabrizKhansari indicates that:
Afé among t he Mon gl886f Ghadaikhéne(12561304) ( 1256
was a great builder. It was he who created the great park outside of Shanb,
west of his capital, Tabriz. According to the accounts of historians, this great
garden, calledBaghe Edalat (garden of justice) contained building for
cultural purposes, as well as hospices. More than a century later, another
famous garden of Tabriz, thdéasht Beheshiwas laid out by Uzun Hassan

(1466:1478). It contained an octagonal pavilion with four entram¢ke form
of i wkhansari,Moghtader, & Yavari, 2004)

In addition, many foreign travelers visited the city, and their accounts have many
references t o TBaptiste Tatemie(lp@5i 168Mvisited ThlEza n

in 1643 and wrote about the geographical features of the city. He mostly focused on
the green areas and gardens of Tabriz, its countryside, and(desesli, 197Q)Sir

John Chardin, who traveled to Tabriz during the Sdfaeriod, described its bazaar

as one of the majestic constructions of the time. He stated that the houses were
separated from the bazaar, alleys were very narrow, and even in some of them, and

only one person at a time could pass. He continued: Housesnet majestic but
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every house had a large beautiful garden with fruit tf@@eadi, 197Q)In addition,

Giovanni Francesco Gemelli Careri (165125), the Italian adventurer in his travel

to Persia in 1694, mesmerized by tpatial organization of Tabriz, mentioned that

ATabriz is one of the best cities | visited

the city and plays (@mer,rl@®mpart role for the ¢

In the Qajar period durin§athA | i Sréigm (1189%1834),Abbas Mirza (1789

1833)was a Qajar crown prinda Tabriz (the eighth ruler of Tabriz). Because of this

issue, many political and econonfioards stayed in Tabriz and most memberghef

Russian and English embassaso stayed in the city. In other words, Tabriz turned

to the political center of the Iranian stéBani Masud, 2009) Al s o, Tabrizos ga
were the main physical elements of the city, where many royal ceremonies amsd ritual

were held and Shahs (kings) hosted ambassadors and military cdome® of

different countriesFor instance, during this era (Qajar et)elaat pusharmgarden

(prince wearing a royal mantle), hosted the ambassadors and royal family members

for an inaugiral ceremony for the new princAs mentioned previously, Tabriz in the

past was famous for its gardens, and for that reason, it was known among Iranian as

ABagh ®&habhomeans the AGarden Cityo. Along w
these gardens dippeared; however, their names remained on the districts, in other

words, most of the districts in Tabriz had the suffixoafh (garden) in their name,

for instance baghmishé?baghshomal?kuchebagh? tapali baght Donald Wilber,

in his book! émphasizean gardens of Tabriz and wrote:

1The wor d
6Baghmi she
1 “North Garden

1 5Garden alley

L 8Hill garden

1 7fThe architecture of Islamic Iran: The llkhnid Perind

baghé (garden) was used ad a suffix to de:
is t

6
0] he name of a historical di strict i n
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ATabriz is the most famous <city in Az
city, there is a river playing a crucial role in irrigating gardens on each side of

the city. It is hard to find a district in Tabriz with norgd ens and tr e
(Wilber, 1983)

Figure3.9 A view fromBaghmishésardens duringhe Qajar era

Sourcenhttps:/bit.ly/3191t5R(visited: September 9, 2020)

3.3.1 Important Historical Gardensin the Old Maps of Tabriz

As mentioned inthe previous section because of many fertile plains, with three
hundred kilometex square, and according to old maps, documents, and sketches,
Tabriz since old times was one of the besivinces for agriculture. Unfortunately,
Azerbaijan province is prone to different natural disasters, and most of the green glory

of Tabriz has vanished after the earthqu

in each era transformed the greerearer destroyed the(Bani Massud, 2011)

Along with the surveying old green areas of Tabriz, it is crucial to look at different
sources and mapMa t rl&nkiniat@ire map was the only visual document of Tabriz
from the Safavid era. This old map was one of the principal mapdaot réask - €
picturebook about the Ottoman Empire campaign between (1533) (Bani

Massud, 2011)All the maps, pictures, and quick sketches of different occasions are

%9 Nasuh bin Kar aVsokaviédB ois mMawdud | larho ved as-1984t r ak - & |
Historian,geographer, mathematician, writer and miniaturist.
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the imageries ofMa t r ankichéare essential historical documents about the

structural formation of the old cities like Tabrikhe hstorical map of Tabriz in this

book dsplays iconic cemrs of the cityn a rectangular shagBalilan, 2018) In much

the same line, important green areas, whether royal gardens or private green spaces,

are depicted in a distinct manner.ouBlyYo way ol
(Mehrane River) divided the city into two separate regions. The right side of the (east

side) has more density of buildings, and the left side has less density and more
governmental constructions and royal gardens. The most prestigious gardesesnd gr

area in this map is known as 6Saheb Abad Com
of this garden and its surroundi complex goes back to Hulagih#h (12621282)

but along with thédq Qoyunludynasty (1378.502), this complex and its garden were

devebped by Uzun Hasan and his son Yagub after they came to f®al@nzadeh,

1997) As previously mentionedlat réask -m@i ni at ure map <coul d den
complex, with its relative dimensions, buildings, its location, andtipns By

surveying this map, O0Saheb!%Buldngl haemmp!| e x o, t h
mosque, and a large pool in the middle of the complex can be recogBaed

Massud, 2011)After that, this complex hosted many guests and ambassadors from

different counties. Although there is an inadequacy of information about this garden,

according to Bani Massoud, it was one of the most important governmesitintial

royal gardens whit have been neglected by the arrival of the Safavid dynasty,

resulting in the destruction of some important parts of this conferi Massud,

2011)

1 SEight paradise
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Figure3.10 Matrak@miniature map from Tabrizt537,6 Bi ghamé and 6 Saheb A
gardens,

Source: https://bit.ly/2VyPS5((visited: September 9, 2020)

Figure3.11The | ayout of ©6Saheb Bdmadhtodirtheu igladidrem
Matrak@miniature map

Source: BarMasoud, 2011, Tabriz Historical Gardens

BesidesMatrak € 6s mi ni ature map, there are ot hert
spaces and gardens of Tabriz from the fo
Map of Tabriz©6 wlRussidn topographepsrfoe mpildary gpdrposey

displays thelocatton of t he cityds ramparts, suburhb

of Tabriz in 1827. Another document is Tabriz DarSdltane map (1880), known as
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6 Qa r abDcahgehhi Mapéd which is the most reliabl e
historical districts ath gardens. This map, which is among the modern maps of Iran

during the Qajar dynasty, was drawn during MozaffaDAln  Mi r zads (t he ©cr
prince of Iran) governorship in Tabriz. It was the first map of Tabriz, which temp

graphicalwritten information aout all districts and more than 250 private gardens in

the city. The Il ast histor iFAlalh nkKahpa no fMaTraabgr hi ezi ¢
in 1910. Despite the fact that this map has less detailed information about districts and

gardens in comparison Wit t he &Maghic hMap 6, it displays gr
Tabriz containing the privateagdens and agricultural lands.

—A 2 | N
Ao el eanisen e A IR
T Ry = A\ “.

SRR

Figure3.12 Tabriz Dar alSaltane Map, 188known as QaracheDaghi Map
SourceReading Old Maps of Tabriz, 2006
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1-'Mothmen Khar' Gardens
2-'Malek Ghasem Mirza' Garden
3-'Haramkhaneh’ Garden
4-'Safaa’ Garden

5-'Bagh-e Shomal’ Garden
6-Jafar Daei’ Garden

7-'Vazir' Garden

Figure3.13 Thelocation of importangardens of Tabriz according Qarachefbaghi Map
(1880)

Source: BalilanlLida, 2018, Tabriz Dar At Saltane; The Capia | o &énknbwn & ot s
(edited by the author)

v

0

.
=
8

o

although thismap is not as accurate as Qaraebelghi Map (1880) it depictthe green
regions of Tabrizincludingthe private gardens and agricultural lands.

SourceRReading Old Maps of Tabriz, 2006
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3.3.2 6 Bgh-S h o ma | &egendary @arden in the North-West of

Iran

One of the gardens which is mentioned in all historical maps @twhtents is Bagh
S h o m&aghShomal (north garden) had been constructedirdy the reign of
60 Sol t afl4edBigoy Bod of Uzun Hasan, and from then, this garden had been
used for celebrations and religious ceremoniesnduhe Safavid and Qajar dysties
(Soltanzadeh, 1997) Donal d Wi | b ®arsiani gardehsi asd gardea k
paviion® descri bes historical urban fabric in T
always been famous for its gardens, especially duhiegq Qoyunlu dynasty.
ATabriz was noted for is gardens as wear |\
and when the rulers of smalled White sheep dynasty made Tabriz their capital
near the end of the fifteenth century,tt@@orned it with a marvelous garden

called the Hasht Bihesht (Eight Paradise). Some accounts ascribe the garden
to the ruler Uzun Hasan and some to his son Yaqub, but all agree on its

magni ficenceé in | ater centuries this sam
i-Eshratabad and before the esfchineteenth century the name had changed
agair® this timeto Baghi-Sh o ma | or NMlberhl®62h Gar deno

Figure3.15 Map of Tabriz and suburb areas durihgQajar era and the location Bagh
Shonal drafted by Pozidbishkov andefoy, 1827
SourceReading Old maps of Tabriz, 2006

Figure3.16 (right) Ran of BaghShomal according to Doland Wilber drawing
Source: WilberDonald, 1962Persian gardens and garden pavilions
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Evliya Chalabi (15141576) a great Ottoman explorer, traveled to Tabriz during Shah
Safiods reign in 1671, displayed the impor
At here wer e tersdnulabaznaddsthe onbst fgrous if them is Soltan
Yagubo6s g aShamal which B adjdtent to his mosque. Garden contains
several royal courts that belong to the priric#s (Bani Massud, 2011)The

magnificent gardenBaghShomal, is formed through the combination of four
different gardens adjacent to each other, k&olestan Gardefrose garden)Farhad

and Shirin Garden (grape garden), The Grand Garden (apple and pear garden) and
Almond GardenBani Massud, 2011)ts pattern and geometry were similar to the

Per si an g a r(CGhaharsBagh)phe texiseemcen of a series of courts and
pavilions at the intersection of the cross plan demonstrates thi@Nfdloer, 1962).

Like any other pwate gardens in Tabriz, this garden has belonged to royal families in
every dynasty. During the Safavid Period
this garden in 1554Soltanzadeh, 1997AIso, during the Qajar dynasty,ighgarden

was the most important place for (Bpani i nce s ¢
Massud, 2011)n other words, this garden was utterly dedicated to the residential area

of crown princes who were the governorsha Azerbaijan province, and in this way

several princes lived in this large garden, thus in some historical writings, this garden

i's known as 0T h®hazBerBaghidvibérs1963)ar d e n 0

As previously mentioned, the establishment of gardensinandés hi st ory €
from special social, political conditions and the dominant ideologies of each period.

In the case of BagBhomal, this garden was one of the primary examples of private
residential, governmental gardens in Talfggani Massud, 2011)Along with the
establishment ofhefi Di vi si on of Ur ban -Dihs(kB3L489@) dur i r
and Mozafar ADin (18531907)S h a h 6 s r-8hiorgahbelonged © government
properties in which Shah hosted many ambassadods gaests rbm different

countries likeGreat Britain and Russighamachi, 2003)

2 Translatedoy the author
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Figure3.17 A vi ew fhSbmmaBé& g GatheQajareralur i ng

SourcePourHossein, 2011, Historical sites and buildird Tabriz

Figure3.186 BaQho mal 6 ¢ atheQaaneradur i ng

SourcePour Hossein, 2011, Historical sites and buildiofTabriz
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3336Sh@dl i 6 Gar den

One of the most renowned pade gardens of Tabriz is Sh&vli garden(latter E}
Goli? §, which used to be seven kilometers away fthmcenter o abriz. The exact
construction date of this garden and its magnificent pool is unknown, but the
constructionof the central building was initietd during the Ag Qoyunlu statesnd
its further progression and the erection of the pavilion took place imitltde of the
nineteenth century (Wilber, 196Z)onald Wilber has written about this garden and
its characteristics in his book:
AAt the present day there are two cha
they are situated some distance to the east of the town and just to the south of
the main highway from Tabriz to Tehran. The grander of these edctile
Shah Gol, Shah Goli, or Shah Koall variations of the same term, a

combination of Persian and Turkish words with the meaning of the royal
p o n @Nilber, 1962)

ShahGoli gardenis a kind of water garden in which the pool was built not by
excavaing but rather by raising an artificial terrace so that its lake appears to float
above near landscag&hansari, Moghtader, & Yavari, 2004Before the Safavid
dynasty, there used to be several villages near the garden,pamtieas used for the
irrigation of near agricultural land®ifferent levels and topography of the land and
the large pool in the middle of this area had a crucial role in the irrigation of its vicinity.
In the process of embellishment of the vicinityfabriz, some of Qajar princes wished

to possess the countryside lands of Tabriz. In this process; Shhhthe foremost
famous gardem Tabriz historyturned to the royal promenade.much the same line

Donald Wilber compares the usage of Skt with BagheTakht in Shiraz

2 1shah Goli (grand pool). The word Shah (meaning kisty and grand) was changed teGoli
after the Islamic revolutionary because the use of worlds which pointed out monarchy were banned.
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AThe si mi | aFrTakhtyatShiraz istinmrediaBely gpparent, although
here the scale is much greater. The vast pool was not excavated from a fairly

level spot of ground but the northern side was built up by mayiegt masses
of earth into placeé As the result, as ol

terraces, the spreading sheet of water appears to hang suspended far above the
val | ey (Wilbkey, 4962) 0

In addition, in a short distance from-&bli, therewere two important royal gardens

thatplayed an essential role in the historff green areas of Tabriz. Fath Abgatden

was one of the oldest and vastest orchards of Tabriz, which was erected according to

the Persian garden stydadwas established dung the Ilkhanatelynasty. Along with

describing the gardens in the northern regions of Iran, Donald Wilber posits that:
AThe heart of the garden is almost compl e
but the long water axis ties the whole together in Pefasimon and all is in
harmony, except for the modern house which has replaced an earlier pavilion.

e . The plan reached -lined poolwdryideep andat t he h
bordered around by((Wibarsl®62v e, ancient trees

|

Figure3.19 Aerial view of Shah Goli pool and its surrounding farmlands
Source: Iran national Cartographic center

Figure3.20 Plan of Shah Golpool and its central buildingAccording to Wilber this garden
was one of the prominent gardenghrnorth-west of lan.

Source: WilberDonald, 1962, Persiagardens and garden pavilions
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Figure3.21 A view from Shah Goli Garden durirtge Qajar Dynasty.
Sourcehttps://bit.ly/2xXIgaY (visited: September 9, 2020)

Figure3.22 A view from Fath Abad Garden

Source: Bani Masoud, 2011, Tabriz Historic Gardens
Figure3.23T he pl an of 0,drawniby Doimak Witbergar den
Source: Wilber, Donald, 1962 Persian gardens@audienPavilions
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3.4. Courtyard Houses;the Private Gardens for Families

Following the investigation of traditional royal gardens in the old urban fabric of
Tabriz, it is significant to study the courtyard houses, which were the focal point in
constituting private green spaces for the majority of citizdns.this regard,
invedigating the old urban fabric of Tabriz not only helps to better understand the
spatial organization of private spaces of courtyard gardens but also, clarifies the
distinction between public and private spheres in residential quarters.

The urban fabric ofhe city can be considered as a dynamic spatial structure that is
changing throughout history. In Iran, after Islam, according to religious and cultural
values, the spatial organization of cities was based on the distinction between public
and private spas(Soltanzadeh, 1988By considering the spatial organization of the
commercial cities like Tabriz, which was one of the important cities located along the
Silk Road, the bazaar had a prominent role in organizing the other spatial elements
around it(Sattarzade, 2007)n other words, the bazaar asnaledominated public
spacewas located in the core of the city, and the residential quarters were established
in its surroundings. Despite the fact that residential quarters ceemgected to the
bazaar, several spatial hierarchies and soft boundaries like narrow auxiliary streets,
separated the private realm of houses from the public sphere of the bazaar. In this
respect, courtyard houses were the core of the spatial organiaétiba old urban

fabric of the city, which constituted the ultimate private sphere for residents.

It should be noted that the design of gardens in the courtyards was based on the
archetypal geometry @ h U h a r andBit8l malin spatial componerits otherwords,

the spatial formation of privateourtyard houses was the prototype of the concept of
introverted (@ Ghaipoar,R019)Rrivatea@aurtyahhouses are the best
examples for representing the relationsbgtween humankind and nature while

having strong ties with culture.

The spatial hierarchies, private spaces of courtyard houses, and family relationships

provided an exclusive system in which these spaces functioned morbethgra
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shelter to peopleOne or two-story courtyard houses were the most owm forms of
dwellings inTabriz during the Safavid and Qajar era. During the Qajar era, courtyard
houseswith their central private gardens (paradise garden) were owned by extended
families, and several ro@surrounding the gardens belonged to each nuclear family
within these extended family units. It may well be argued that these courtyard houses

were pedestriaaccessible only and were nested within residential quarters

(Gharipou, 2019)
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Figure3.24 the spatial organization of commercial cities in Iran. 1: Ramparts and city gates,
2: Citadel, 3: Maidan, 4: Bazaar, 5: Residential quarters, 6: Mosque, 7: Communal center of
quarters, 8: courtyard houses

Source:Soltanzadeh, Hossein, 1988 Introductio to the History of the City and
Urbanization in Iran

Figure325T he | ocation of Tabrizéds bazaar surrtr

Source: https://bit.ly/33JpHMdVisited: September 20, 2020)

59


https://bit.ly/33JpHMe

Figure3.26 Aerial photo of Tabriz showing tteourtyard houses and private gardens in the
city center in 1956. Depending on the financial status of families the vastribgs®f
private gardens was variable.
Source: Iran National &tograplic Center(Edited by the author)

The spatl organization of Iranian courtyard houseas accomplished by dividing
spaces int@ndaruni(the interior) andoiruni (the exterior), is conceptual division

was alsaevident in the macktevel design of the urban structufgdaruniwas known

as the private space of the house, including the courtyard garden and its surrounding
rooms, which was the focal point in the constitutiorthaf private space of family
members known as the spacemathram On the other han@iruni included dlpublic

spaces apart from the private spaces of the hqgsand, 2017)

A central concern is that gardens were the inseparable partsaridheuni, which
played an essential role in the everyday lives of the residents. In order to clarify the
division ofandaruniandbiruni, Roy MottahedeHhjistorian of the Middle Easargues

that the wholeandaruniwas constructed around a garden in a way thag threre no
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openings and windowt® the outsideexcept the garden and the high walls separating
andaruniandbiruni (Mottahedeh, 2004)

As mentioned previouslyhe courtyardgardens inhouses, known alsayat (yard)

were thesmall scalemodels of traditional Persian gardens. The same quadruple
geometry with a central pool and many trees and flowers in each part of the garden
were reflected irthese privateourtyards. The heart of the debate is gatiensot

only were the pvate center for the family members, but also they were the space of
socialization with visitors and neighbo(§larefat, 1988) Although the vastness of

the gardens varied according ttee different factors like the status cdrhilies in

various districts, gardens covered most of the spaces of houses. In order to display the
areas assigned to green spaces, surveying the spaces of gardens in some typical
courtyard houses in Tabriz could be the best examples. An important catisiués

that, in some of the houses which belonged to-kighus families, gardens were
divided into two separate gardens. The entrances of these two gardens were separated
from each other, and the large garden (gemwate garden) was used as a spdce o
socialization and gathering with the neighbors, relatives, and housemaids while the
private one was confined as spacar@hramfor the owner of the houg&smaeili

Sangari & Omrani, 2014)

Through surveying the spatial characteristics of courtyard houses, it can be said that
the establishment of privacy and separation of public and private spaces began with
the spatial organization of districts atieb creation of serapublic areas like naow

alleys which separated the main streets and residential neighboriByodsy of
illustration, there were several barriers between the main street and houses, which
ultimately separated the public realm from the private domain by-geblic and
semiprivate spaces. For instance, between districts, the most private element in street
hierarchies was called bombast (deadlqdkarefat, 1988)In other words, in every
district (mahallén) residents should have passed the estadispatial hierarchies to

enter his/her house. The spatial hierarchies continued even in houses, starting with the

entrance door with two different knockers as a spatial marker for women and men.
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Besides, senprivate spaces likbashtianddalan were otler essential elements in
spatial hierarchies in creating privacy for residents of houses.

The physical proximity of houses and their gardens created social bonds and intimate
spaces for families apnto tharilogahreighbslodl Peopl eds
and participating in different activities established social ties, local friendships, and

this fact increased the average time people spent with their neighbors. In other words,

despite the ultimate privacy that courtyard houses provided for theiemesidhey

were symbols of places for socialization among extended family members and close

neighbors. SerPublic spaces of the neighborhood like narrow alleys and-semi

private spaces likdashti dalan,andhayatinside of the houses not only created an

intimate space fothe peopleof the neighborhoodbut also reduced the effects of

egression from the intimate private space of homes to the public realms of the city.

Figure3.27 A view from courtyard hases irtheearly Pahlavi era, Tabriz
Source: Pour Hossei011,Historical sites and buildirsgpf Tabriz
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Figure3.28 Courtyard gardebelonging to Sadaghiani family in thete Qajar era.
Source: Pour Hosseii011,Historical sites and buildirspf Takriz

Figure3.29 A courtyard garden in Tabriz durinige Qajar era.
Source: Pour Hossei011, Historical sites and buildirsgpf Tabriz
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Figure3.30 Courtyard house durinthe Qajar era, Tabriz

Source: Pour Hossei011,Historical sites and buildirggpf Tabriz

Figure3.31 Courtyard gardenf Sardar Khanknown asNational commander), one of the
leaders of Constitutional Revolution, Tabriz

SourcePour Hossein2011,Historical sites and buildirsgpf Tabriz
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Figure3.32 A privatecourtyard garden itheQajar eraFor the majority of women, their
private gardens and the neighborhood atmosptwrstitute the border of thedarticipation
in the urban life.

Sourcehttps://www.pinterest.ie/pin/8354177996046727 Pisited: September,020)
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Ghadaki House

Salmasi House Heidarzadeh House

D

Solh-Jou House Kompani House Lalei House

Figure3.33 Examples otourtyards of houséa Tabrizbuilt in the Qajar and early Pahlavi
periodwhose designs were based on the traditional Persian gardens.

Source: Sangari Esmaeiljossein, Omaranim Behrouz, 2014, The History and
Architecture of Tabriz old Houses (Edited by the author)
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Figure3.34 Examples oHashtiin spatial hierarchies of courtyard houses

Ghadaki House

Lalei House

Source: Sangari Esmaeili, Hossein, Omaranim Behrouz, 2014, The History and
Architecture of Tabriz old Houses (Edited by the author)
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Figure3.35 Examples oDalanin spatial hierarchies of courtyard houses

Source: Sangari Esmaeili, Hossein, Omaranim Behrouz, 2014, The History and
Architecture of Tabriz @ Houses (Edited by the author)
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Figure3.36 A sketch from pdestriaraccessible only, narrow alleys duritigg Qajar era,
Tabriz, Iran

Source: Pour Hossei011,Historical sites and buildirggpf Tabriz
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CHAPTER 4

MODERNITY; TRANSFORM ATION OF GREEN SPACES IN TABRIZ

4.1 Reza Shahand Initiation of the New Era (1925)

Along with studying the role of traditional private green spaces (courtyard houses) in
the spatial formation ofabriz, a important consideration is the processes in which
these spaces haveeentransformed. It can be said thie clashes between new
modern movemest and traditions are among the main motives behind these
transformations.Tradition is a synonym of bordeand barrier for rany Iranian
intellectuals andsome of them define tradition as old thoughts and belgdttarzade,

2007) Therefore traditions, whether religious or custom, have significant effects on
the sociecultural aspcts of society. Modernity in Iran was not just a political
movement, but rather, it was the new conditions with new attitudes toward life and
existence. Il n ot her words, modernity was
toward himself and the new ddfion of its position in life (Ghobadian, 2003)
Variability, compatibility, and adaptability were three essential features of culture
which are always in interaction regarding tradition and mode(Sigtarzade, 2007)

The society of Iran before modernity was based on the relationships amongst the
relatives of extended families, thus had limited social bonds. In other whrelso

the lack of public spaces and invisibility of women tine maledominated public
sphere, the majority of the gatherings and socialization took place in private spaces of
courtyard gardens among family members and relatives. However, new ideologies in
the form of new urban public spaces similar to European countriesinvgorted to

cities without paying attention to the history and traditions of the society. The first
period of the Pahl avi era as a milestone

reason. The most important reason for this transformation wasctiomic and
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technological superiority of western countriedich encouraged the rulers in Iran to
discard traditional values.

The constitution of modernity discourse in Iran was parallel with the new perspectives
regarding the future, identifying new salcmeanings concerning the society and
radical rejection of traditions, whether in an individual scale or a collective scale.
Although Middle Eastern countries such as Iran and Turkey were among the few
nations to survive the European colonialism, RezahSPahlavi in Iran (1921) and
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in Turkey (1923) pursued the satealsregarding the socio
economic and sociepatial policies in order to westernize their countries. The same
body of principles, such as secularization, westernizaéiod nationalization, guided
the social policies to reach the | eader so
contemporary civilizations. However, while Turkey focused on the democratization
of the state, in Iran, Reza Shah engaged in perpetuating despdigstalishing an

autocratic militarized state.

Reza $®ah wanted Iran to be independent and respected in the community of nations

not by virtue of its empire but rather by its natural resources, economy, and new

societies ( Elwell-Sutton, 1978) For these reasons, he expanded his views on

nationalism and reformation of social life, which was the foundation for reconstruction

and modernization of the countdbulayrasad n ot her v
utopian blankslate upon which a new Iran could be conceived again, was endemic to

the strategi es o f(Grigoa BJ14) Mence,ralbsdo@lrandi spasial i o n 0
transformation, as well as urban renewal projects occurring dumnrst period of

t he Pahl avi er a, provided At he utopian tabul
ambitions of t h(€rigor,i28ld)ite hehrbolithegiebate isthattiie

movements toward a new lifesywere not merely imposed by the state, but rather

they embraced the imagination of intellectual elites and scholars of the time. The

aspiration of middle class secular western educated elites, and the intellectuals who

had a bureaucratic association wihropean countries were among the significant

elements in replacing the traditional way of life. In other words, the actions of political
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elites and intellectuals parall el to Re
outstanding role in introducing new timnalist and secularist idesand modern

lifestyle in Iran.In this regard Mohammad Ali Foroughi (1871942), Ali Akbar

Davar (18851937),and Abdol Hossein Teymurtash (188®33) were among the
intellectuals who had an outstanding contribution in eistab modern judiciary

systems, new dressing codes, and social modernization offlias, it can be said

that the process of modernization in Iran was a social movement toward a new

lifestyle.

Due to several reasons likbe hegemony of foreign powers, significant changes

caused by the World War 1, the downfall tbe Ottoman Empire in the Middle East,

and the wunlimited power of religion in t
mo st complicat ed np(Hadjatolddb) Despite the facntibasall hi st o
policy-making processs aimed to save the country from underdevelopment, the
adaptation of borrowed policies with social mores was a major proftadjat,

1995)

4.1.1 Manipulation of sociocultural and religious values;a new role

for women in the society

A new era in Iran started with several interactions among tradition and modernity as
well as democracy and autocracy, nationalism and Islaainggous beliefs. The public

and private spaces of all cities like Tabriz were separated not only by visible spatial
boundaries but also by invisible social and cultural bounddéesir-Ebrahimi,
2006) It is essential to meion the policies which contribute to the visibility of

women in public spaces during the spatial and social modernization of cities.

During the Qajar era (1788921), the role of womemnas limited to the private spaces
of households, and they were inbie in the maledominated public sphere. In this
regard, there are two different perspectives concerning the invisibility of women in

public spaces before the modernization of the cities. The first view emphasizes the
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social concerns and notes thidue rdéigious atmosphere thabminated all aspects of

daily life had been constraining the role of women in public spaces, and the presence
of women in public spheres was not welcomed by a {thatsinated society. The
conventional spatial arrangement of socistpod on the dominant patriarchal
atmosphere, and the authority of the father over his wife and children was undeniable;
therefore, this phenomenon had restricted the active physical and social participation
of women in the societfMarefat, 1988)It can be said that the role of women in the
conservative Islamic atmosphere of Iran was shaped by several boundaries that had
been established by the community.

The second perspective emphasizes the spatial aspects and indicatesetiee of
some particulapublic spaces before moderniég the reason for the invisibility of
women in public spacg#&rjmand, 2017) One of the main changes regarding public
spheres during the Pahlavi dynasty was providopgportunities for women to
participate in public spheres more than before. In other words, they were allowed to
participate in education, Bazaar (economy), and newly built public spaces like parks
(Cronin, 2003)

Wo me n 0 sience »fhe new public spaces must be surveyerding to their
everyday lives anexperiences. Modernization of the cities not only cleanthe

image of cities but alsoreated a new atmosphere for new female roles in society. The
rapid transition fronthe traditional atmosphere to the modern one caused anxiety in
families in the early years of the first period of the Pahlavi dynasty. In this context,
women who belonged to the private spaces of houses had much doubt in entering the

public spaces with mmale-dominated nature in the past.

The mrticipation of women inthe public realm can be surveyed from a social
perspective as well. The imposition of western lifestyle over Iranian people occurred
not only through political and structural transformatitms also, through changing

the visual appearance of men and worf&mir-Ebrahimi, 2006) In January 1936,

alongside modernity movements and providing new conditions for women to
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participate in public spaces, Reza Shah introducew codes in dressing and
prohibitedthe Islamic veil (Kashfe hejabYAmir-Ebrahimi, 2006) In the traditional
society of Iran, as previously mentioned, public and private spaces before modernity
were completely separated finceach other, andbomen did not participate in public
spheres unless on necessary occasions with black Islamic vedhaddr. Thus,

radical changes of Reza Shah and his policy regarding unveiling at the first step was
not acceptable for the dominant censtive atmosphere of Iran. In other words, the
radical unveiling policy was an essential discourse during modernity, based on the
desires for the establ i shmen-heutralfpublise st er r
S p a c(Arjmand, 2017) As the sharp distinction between the public and private
spaces got blurred, firstly, women from upjtass families were the first to enter the
maledominated areas in public space. Therefore it can be said that the rapid expansion
of the pultic sphere, which included new streets, new urban green areas, and modern
lifestyles in large cities like Tabriz, had a significant role in determining the new role
of women in the conservative society of Iran. They started to keep out their traditional

roles and participated in organizing a new society.

4.1.2 Reflection of European Public Green Space in Iran

The main attempt of the state during the modernization of cities like Tabritheias
westernization of not only the physical structures but also thaldeaitures of the

city. Through the process of transition from private courtyards to public green spaces,
the European values of public green spaces were introduced to the Iranian lifestyle. In
order to display this process, an overview of European pgidien spaces should be

investigated.

Along with the Renaissance in the"éentury in théNest people started to interpret
nature as a prominent element in urban (ifes, 2017) From this perspective, the
establishment o& strong visual relationship between buildings as a hemeate

environment and natural envinment resulted in the introduction piiblic parks and
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progress in city landscape desig@ark, 1973) The concept of the contempoy

park was introduced to European societies in tHecg@tury by the arrival of roméio
movements in Englandvhich considered nature as a free and wild environment
without a specific set of rules. Parallel with the industrial revolution, the regadbfi
population, diseases, and pollution, parks turned to the focal point for the people to
escape from the crowded and polluted urban areas to the wild and healthy nature of
green space@lordan, 1994)Along the same line,wting modern movements in the

19" century, parks were considered as representative space of nature, which could
ameliorate the quality of life in the bustle of cities by providing recreational activities
and excursions. Thus the necessity for the integratf these spaces inside the cities
resulted in the proposition of creating parks, especially in the wgaes districts.
Hereafter, social justiceand everdistribution turned to controversis@sues about
accessibility to public green spaces in urlife in which not only uppeclasses but

also middle and lowetlasses should have equal rights regarding the use of public
green spaces. Parallel with the proliferation of constructioegdhcept of greenways
inside the cities was introduced lplantng various trees in streets and squares. In
other words, along with modernization and commencement of landscape designing,
municipalities began to solve the aesthetical problems of industrialized cities. It is fair
to say that, initially, the constructioof public parks in Europe countries was an
attempt to provide a hygienic and humanitarian urban amenity to satisfy people,
especially the proletariatséd Ainextinguishal
amelioration of social standards in largerlega industrial citiegClark, 1973) In the

urban environment during the nineteentntury, trees were installed throughout
boulevards, parks, and newly constructed streets to provide better living conditions
for the rapidlyincreasing population. From then, parks turned to a focal point for
establishing outdoor activities of the bourgeoisie and working classes. In much the
same line Monday through Saturday, parks were used by bourgeoisies, and on
Sundays, as the weekend, gawere the recreation places for working clagbess,

2017)
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The idea of modern western public parks in Iran sparked after the travels of Naser Al
Din shah and royal families to European countries in 1873, 1878, and h&88sé
journeys, Shah was mesmerized by the public parks in the Western countries;
therefore, he wrote about them in his diar{@dsjmand, 2017) He specifically
mentioned L o n d ¢ dishirgyuishing yitsl finctiehafrokttée Persian
gardens. He noted that these parks were not merely used as green spaces, but they had
the tranquilizing role for urban inhabitar(@&rjmand, 2017) Like western countries

in which urban public parks emerged witte tindustrialiation and development of

cities, aiming to ameliorate the quality of life, the appearance of parksrnin the

20" centurywas parallel with idealistic efforts to reform urban space and provide
better living conditios (Sattarzade, 2007)nevitably along with industrialization and

long working hours, the need for recreation became more crucial. It should be noted
that parallel tahe industrialiation of the cities like Tabriand migratiorfrom rural

areas to cities (emergence of new social classes), the concept of public parks became
a vital phenomenon in urban life. In much the same way, modernized public green
spaces for the recreation of citizens in public spaces started to emergecapitial

(Tehran) and then disseminated to other large cities like Tabriz.

From this point, new public parks became political agents meant to implement several
sociospatial poliges of the state to homogenize the society and strengthen the national
comnunity (Gharipour, 2016)In this regard, increasing the number of public squares
and expansion of urban parks turned to an apparatus to implement rapid secularization
of the traditional society of Iran in which families wengited to participate in muki

gender public activities such as picnics, carnivals, shows and etc. provided by the state
in parks. However, in the earlier times thfe Pahlavi eranew constructed public
spaces were despibeby the majority of the middlend lower classes and the
conservative families. Since they assumed private spaces of houses to be holy and
sacred, they did not approve of their wives and daughters appearing in public spaces
due to their religious beliefs. In this regard, new urbanrgspaces like parks gained

symbolic meanings not only in the process of transformation of cities during
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modernity but also in peoplebs perception
westernization, which was alongside imposed secularization codes,cdéplae
domination of the malpopulation in the public spacesd provided a situation for

maximum engagemeénf the women in public space.

Figure4.1 Oll painting,iL e D ®] e u n e ClausleMonet] 1895, d-ordste and public
parks turned to favorite places for families to spend their |letsues
Source: lves2018,Public parks, Privatgardens: Paris to province
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Figure4.2 A photo fromthe Pahlaviera during modernity (around 1970&long withthe
expansion of street parks and the new role of women in urban life, green areas whether
inside the city or in countryside turned to places to socialize and spending time on weekends

Source: BBC Newsttps://bbc.in/31kL7PQvisited: September 9, 2020)

4.2 New SocieSpatial Policies andDestruction of Old Gardens of Tabriz

Radical changes during the first Pahlavi period were attempts to transform introverted
Islamic cities to extroverted cities similar to the ones in the western world. In this
regard, new boulevards, wider streets, and peblic parkswhich were the symbols
ofopens paces and extroverted metropolises,
was to introduce radical changes regarding the urban space (both general and detailed
characteristics) ofehran as the capital. bther words, Tehran was a role model for
applying novel urban changes to the other large cities like Tabriz, Isfahan, and
Mashhad.
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Although removing ramparts of large cities like Tehran had started during Naser Al

Din Shah Qajar 6s mimatiog to modernizd e ldrge cited asi r el i
Tabriz occurred during the Reza Shahoés reig
cities in every direction. Moreover, alongside the transformation of the city, some of

the important historicalenters as well asaMdistrictswere destroyed. To justify this

act,Parviz Rajabi, an Iranian historian, noted that:

AStraight, wide | ong roads had to repl ace
the large and larger cities, and extroverted governmental buildings wese to ri

i nstead of the crooked, unadorned walls
act transformed the introvert l ranian at

(Rajabi, 1977; Hodjat, 1995)

Foll owing the Reza Shahos attempts to el i mi.]
and supersede it with a new modern city, Tabriz Municipality (Tdbatadiye, as

thefirst urban institution which was established durihg constitutional movement

in 1907, gained a new role during modernity. In other words, it was the political

|l everage of Reza Shahobés state in establish
initiation and management of new urban projects as wehleisauguration of new

public spaces li& parks.

The sociespatial policies of Tabriz municipality were based on the rapid spatial
transformation of the old urban fabric of the city, furthermore, green spaces were the
primary basis of the spatial transformation of the city. The investigatisoao

spatial policies of the state and their impact on green spaces are divided into two types
of transformation. Firstthe destruction of large green heritages and royal gardens in
the city, and second, in the small scale of neighborhoods, includesrntioval of old
districts and courtyard gardens along wtitke establishment of new boulevards and

wide streets.

The first example of these spatial manipulations in the old urban fabric of Tabriz was
the destruction of BagBhomal garden. Parallel withé modernization of Tabriz, this

garden began to |l ose its importanece, and in
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1940), mayor of Tabriz, divided the land of the garden and started to sell them
separately. Nonetheless, until 1942 the main pavilion in thelenmfdhe garden had

remained intac{Bani Massud, 2011Parallel to the militarization of the city, Bagh

Shomal garden wasansformed into a military camguring the first period othe

Pahlavi dynasty. Furthermqrduring the 1960s residential areas as well as several

sport complexes were constructed in the ruins of Blgbmal gardens and next to

the military camps(Rad Yousefnia, 2018)Despite the continuous destruction of

Bagh Shomal duringhe first Pahlavi dynasty, the historical geometry of the garden

and the main axis were recognizable in aerial photos taken in 1965. Starting the
Second Pahlavi dynasty was simultaneous with rapid constructions around this
garden, which resulted in the exescence of this historical garden. Besides Bagh
Shomal , many ot her +qr iSahted @aev dPeedysk aldiB layey hec
and eéeBathpchydar zadehd were bought by Tabriz
functions such as a boulevard, Tabriz Prisbabriz University, and Broadcasting
organizations after the World War II.

Besides the destruction of wé&thown gardens of the city like Bagbhomal, the
expansion of streets aodnstruction ofvide boulevards destroyed the old division of
Mahalleh(districts) and their private courtyard gardens accordingly. Neutralization of

the old sociestructural and socipolitical division of districts was the point of
convergence during Reza Shahodés reign. By
districts, traditional houses that were accessible through narrow alleys were abruptly

exposed to wide newly built boulevards and streets.
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Figure4.3. (Left)o Bagho mal 6 Gathe@Qajareralur i ng

Source: Bani Masoud, 2011, Tabriz Historic Gardens

Figure44.The dest raghSh o mal @ f h 6 8tuoing the Rahlavigrand d e n
its complete adjunction to the urban fabric along whghconstruction of stadium, sport
complexes and military camps.
SourceAerial photo of TabriZ967, Iran National Cartographice@ter Archive

Figure4.5. (Righ)y The current situation of | ost
Source: Google Earth Maps

Figure4.6 Destruction of courtyardousego construct Pahlavi Boulevard in Tabi@21-
1926

SourcePour Hosein, Ebrahin2011,Historical sites and building of Tabriz

80

6Bagh



Figure4.7 Destructionof courtyard house® construct newstreets Tabriz,1923

Source: Pour Hosein, Ebrahi®0Q11,Historical sites and buildiregpf Tabriz

Figure4.8. Destruction otourtyard housew construct Tarbiat Streékabriz, 1923

Source:Abrishami,Farshad, 20186 ollection of Historical Phtos of Iran (Olden
Azerbaijan)
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Figure4.9. Destruction of historical district to construct Monajjem Stréatyriz,1929

Source:Abrishami,Farshad, 2016, Collection of Historical Photos of Iran (Olden
Azerbaijan)

4.2.1 HaussmannizationPolicies andEmergence oNew Public Green

Spaces

The arrival of modernityn Iran affected all elements of public life, includirggeen
spaces, in a manner ththe new public green space began to connect different-socio
spatial policies of the state to the physical structure of the cities. In order to westernize
the Iranian cities, European urban planning concepts were employed by the state
duri ng Rez agon8ofavhch svas Blesmagnnization urban development
policies. Haussmannization first appeared in the ldfecgBtury during the renovation

of the old urban fabric of Paris by civic planner Baron Haussmann. His ideas and
strategies regarding the new anbenvironment were not only applied in Paris during
the 19" century but also expanded to Middle Eastern countries like Iran, Turkey, and
Egypt (Bayat, 2010)It should be noted that the initiation of Haussmann renovation
policies was indebted to LuMap ol e o n-48/3) dedir® Go8 glory and

advancement in Paris. He demanded from Baramsbmann to create a city with
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