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ABSTRACT

A RESEARCH ON LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF STATE
RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS IN VERNACULAR SETTINGS
IN RURAL AREAS: THE CASE OF YUZUNCU YIL, MUDURNU

Demiréz, Gamze
M. Arch. Department of Architecture
Supervisor: Inst. Ali Cengizkan

January 1996, 160 pages

In Turkey, what the governmental agencies design and build as
‘resettlements’ in rural areas have not been very successful from various
points of views. Thus, the purpose of the study is to reach to a better
understanding of resettlements, which are pursued through state
resettlement and rehousing programs as well as to observe the physical
and social factors which relate to housing and reseﬁleﬁent in rural areas.
In doing so, the deficiencies of resettlement applications and the causes

are explicitly exposed.

It is a fact that, resettlement applications act as agents -catalysts- of
change in physical and social environments of rural communities where
individuals are still strictly stuck to their traditions. The form of change is
large in scale and the consequences are hazardous in most cases. It can be

claimed that there are problems in design and production processes of



such applications. Consequently, resettlement applications turn out to
become interruptions on communities’ social and physical environments

which are within the domain of ‘culture’.

Another aspect that is introduced through state resettlement and rehousing
programs is the rapid ‘modernization’ of the rural communities. Such
applications are outside interventions which are realized by outside
agencies and embed political decisions governmental regulations and
technological assessment. Thus, they turn out to become advocates of
‘modernization’. Through these interventions, rural communities are
introduced with modernized way of living which do not really match with

their local motives and traditional patterns.

The thesis concentrates on the relation of culture and resettlement and
their impacts on each other as well as the impacts of ‘modernization’ on
state resettlement and rehousing programs. Further developing the
argument, the study focuses on the resettlement application that was

applied under the name of Disaster Housing for two villages of Mudurnu.

Keywords: Resettlement, Culture, Continuity, Modemization
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DEVLET TARAFINDAN UYGULANAN YENIDEN YERLESME
PROJELERININ KIRSAL ALANLARDAKI GELENEKSEL
YERLESIMLERDE UZUN DONEMDE YARATTIGI ETKILER
UZERINE BIR ARASTIRMA: YUZUNCU YIL, MUDURNU ORNEGI

Demir6z, Gamze
Yiiksek Lisans, Mimarlik Boliimii
Tez Yoéneticisi: Ogr. Gor. Ali Cengizkan

Ocak 1996, 160 sayfa

Tiirkiye’de devlet kurumlarmn kirsal alanlar igin tasarlayip uyguladig:
yeniden yerlesme projeleri birgok yonden bagansizdir. Bu galigmada
amaglanan, kurumlarca yonlendirilen ‘yeniden yerlegsme’lerle ilgili detayh
ve daha iyi bir anlayiga ulagmak ve bununla beraber kirsal alanlarda
‘konut’ ve ‘yeniden yerlesme’yle ilgili sosyal ve fiziksel faktorleri de
incelemektir. Boylece, bu uygulamalann yetersizlikleri ve nedenleri

agikca ortaya konulmug olacaktir.

Yeniden yerlesme projelerinin sosyal ve fiziksel ¢evrede ani degisikliklere
neden olmaktachr. Ayrica bilindigi gibi sosyal ve fiziksel ¢evre, kiiltiiriin
Oonemli birer elemamdir. Dolayisiyla, bu ¢evrelerde olusan ani
degisiklikler, halen geleneksel yasam tarzi iginde olan kirsal topluluklarm
kiiltirlerini de etkilemektedir. Meydana gelen bu degisikliklerin olgegi



biyik ve sonuglan da oldukga tehlikeli ve birgok 6rnekte oldugu gibi
problemlidir. Bundan yola gikarak, bu projelerin tasannm ve uygulama
siireglerinde ciddi problemler oldugu s6ylenebilir. Dolayisiyla, ‘yeniden
yerlesme’ uygulamalan, karsal topluluklann sosyal ve fiziksel ¢evrelerinde
kesintiye yol agmaktadr.

Devlet kurumlan tarafindan uygulanan ‘yeniden yerlesme’ projelerinin
beraberinde getirdigi bir bagka o6ge de kirsal alanlarda hizh
modernlesmedir. Bu uygulamalar topluluklara disandan yapilan
miidahalelerdir ve iglerinde politik kararlar, yénetmelikler ve teknolojik
yenilikleri banndinrlar. Bu uygulamalar, modernlegsmenin temsilcileri
olmaktadir ve boylece, kirsal topluluklar, 6zglin ve geleneksel motiflerine
uygun olmayan ‘modem’ yasam tarzryla yasamaya zorunlu
birakilmaktadir.

Bu tez, kiiltiir, ‘yeniden yerlesme’ ve birbirleri tizerindeki etkileri ile
modernlesmenin  devlet tarafindan uygulanan ‘yeniden yerlegme’
programlan tizerindeki etkilerine yogunlagmaktadir. Buradaki tartigma
1983 yihinda ingaasi tamamlanan ve afet konutlan acdi altinda
gergeklegtirilen Mudurnu’'nun  Yizéinci  Yil  yerlesimi  {izerine
kurulmaktadhr.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yeniden Yerlesme, Kiiltiir, Siireklilik, Modernlesme
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

It is a fact that there are various problems in resettlements which are
invigorated through state resettlement and rehousing programs in rural
areas. Furthermore, resettlements are the interventions pursued through
‘institutes’ and their fundamental aim is to provide individuals with better
living conditions. The major problem lies in the fundamental purpose and
manifolds: The intervention, only as a result of its purpose, can not be
considered as all beneficial. Quite the contrary, it should be interpreted as

interruptions on physical and social environment of rural communities.

Resettlements are the end products of political decisions, governmental
regulations and technological assessment, and are designed by outside
agencies which have no or very little knowledge about communities. Thus
they do not really match with the local patterns and traditional motives.
Rural settings are products of social, economic, physical and cultural
factors which are specific to communities. They are not planned nor
designed: simply developed according to basic needs of individuals. They

are produced by the users due to their real life activities.

At this point, it is vital to realize to what extent are institutes able to

understand the existing patterns and get involved in the context, to



perceive the cultural aspects and then be able to design appropriate
projects? Consequently, resettlement projects are imposed on communities
without questioning whether they are appropriate with the needs of

communities.

This thesis is a step towards understanding and observing physical and
cultural factors which relate to housing and resettlement in rural areas.
The idea is to disclose deficiencies in resettlement applications and thus,
to reach a reasonable perception of appropriate physical environments for

the individuals who have been rehoused and also relocated.

In doing so, disaster housing project which has been applied for resetting
two villages of Mudurnu, Bolu, in 1983, is taken as a basis for the
research. The reason for the resetting is, as officially stated, the disasters
taking place in the province. However, officially not stated, one reason for
moving those villages to a new settlement is to provide them with

infrastructure, to get the dispersed districts and the two villages together.

It has been almost 14 years since the new settlement Yuzincii Yil has
been completed and the villagers have been accommodated in their new
houses. Thus, long-term effects of disaster housing boh’cies and state
resettlement program have become apparent. During the construction of
the new settlement, a research had been done by a group of tutors and
students from Middle East Technical University in 1982. Thus, this
current research is aimed to be a successor of the previous one and to
justify or falsify the hypothesis which had been stated as a result of the
site survey.! What is more, one other aim is to perceive the impacts and

consequences of applications on social and physical environment.

1 The details of the 1982 research will be given in the next chapters.
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The research is presented mainly in two parts. The first part is the
conceptual framework of the study. The subject is critically discussed in
terms of culture and its essential influence on physical environment and
house form. Through this, effects of resettlements on culture as well as
physical and social environment are exposed. Deficiencies of the
applications and their aftermath, attitudes of ‘state’ oriented policies which
embed a distorted mode of ‘modemism’ are pursued within the framework
of design and production policies. Thus, the first part seeks the answer of

the following vital questions:

* Under which conditions do people resettle?

* What are the impacts of resettlement on culture and how resettlement
is influenced by culture?

* How suitable are the permanent houses that are provided by the
government for the accommodation of the people?

* Do the houses provided satisfy the needs of the occupiers?

e To what extent are the resettlement projects accepted by the people?

* What are the impacts of modernism in developing countries and how

do they influence state resettlement and rehousing programs?

The second part of the study dwells on the case stud&. Answers of the
above mentioned questions are tried to be provided with examples from
the case study. In doing so, the specific application of Yizinci Yil, its
objectives and aftermath are examined. A concise but also thorough

understanding and criticism of the first academic study are executed.



1.1. Foreword

Disaster is a severe, relatively sudden, and frequently unexpected
disruption of normal structural arrangements within a social
system or subsystem, resulting from a force, ‘natural’ or ‘social’,
‘internal’ to a system or ‘external’ to it, over which the system has
no firm “‘control’ (Sjoberg, 1962, p.357).

It is a fact that disasters are inevitable in present times (Oliver, Aysan;
1987). There are probably no more disasters now than there were in the
past but the rapidly increasing population of the world and urban
concentrations have contributed to loss of life and property that is
associated with ‘fast impacts’ of disasters --both social? and natural. It is
another fact that the material and the spiritual damage caused by disasters
is less in developed countries when compared with the Third World ones
for various reasons. The less qualified constructions, unhealthy living
conditions, concentrated population, economical disabilities in short; lead
to great losses in such countries. In fact, the suddenness and the
destructive property, as well as the time and/or the location of the event,
makes the situation a disaster. They can never be prevented, thus cause
material and spiritual harm on the environment and on people living
within the territory; therefore they require external assistance (D'Souza,
1984). This external assistance is mostly provided by the government or
private institutions in the form of immediate and long term help.
Immediate help provides fast accommodation, food, heating, sanitary
equipment etc. The character of long term help is rather different from the
first one. It is the kind of support that is given to the victim community in

order to re-establish itself, to get back to its former pattern, thus embeds

2 Social disasters can also be defined as man-made disasters like wars, military defeat,
destruction of one social group by another, etc.



cultural parameters as a result of the fact that disasters are more than

physical interruptions but also interruptions of cultural life.

As being the external assistance, Disaster Housing, in a very general
sense, is put up for relief purposes after any kind of disaster -- like
earthquake, flood, landslide, fire, etc.-- by the governmental and private
institutes. The classification of the post-disaster housing initiatives into
‘emergency’, ‘temporary’, ‘permanent’ shelters in their simplest form, is
based on the expected duration of shelter and the expected length of
occupancy by the user, and it is partly generated by extreme disparities in

the housing condition of the different social groups (Kreimer, 1984).

Emergency Shelter: It is a shelter put up by the organizations for

immediate relief purposes just after the disaster takes place. It consists of
tents, plastic sheeting, plastic cardboard panels, etc. As Turan and
Cengizkan explain (1984; 64), this type may offer weak selection or a
forcefully imposed location for the site as a result of the conditions being
lived. The contextual characteristics of this kind of shelter are totally
different from the other two as a result of its fundamental aim that is to
house people for a very short period just after the disaster takes place.?

Temporary Shelter: This is the intermediate stage of Disaster Housing that

is built by the government after a short period of the disaster occurs,
offering "better" living conditions than the first group of shelters but still

conceived as temporary solutions, in order to evacuate the displaced

3 In fact in some cases, these shelters had to be used by the victims for longer periods; the
hurricanes in the Dominican Republic in 1979 can be given as an example where the victims
used the emergency shelters for one year and four months. (Kreimer, 1984). In Gediz
earthquake in 1970, the polyurethane domes which were sent by the German Bayer Firm were
used by the casualties for 8 years. They are still being used in various ways eventhough
permanent houses were supplied by the government. (Ozkan, 1983)

5



persons. These are mostly in the form of sheds without proper sanitary
conditions and infrastructure. This type of shelter stands at a critical point

where temporary shelter might turn out to be permanent housing,

Permanent Shelter/Housing: It is basically aimed to be a permanent

solution after any kind of disasters, to provide housing individually which
would fulfil the needs --social, cultural, traditional, sanitary,
infrastructure etc.- of the inhabitants in relatively much longer period of
time. As well as the other two types, permanent housing is a major

element in the aid process.

While discussing disasters,

there 1s often a tendency to forget that disasters are more than
events which cause death, injuries and destruction to property. In
order to understand the problems that are involved, we must
recognize that disasters are a human problem and that our study of
disasters and their impact on housing must be viewed in the
context of the society that builds and occupies the housing units.
(Cuny, 1981, p.3)

A house, apart from its social dimensions, fundamentally aims to satisfy
the basic and the most complicated needs of human beings; it is the central
place of human existence*. In the case of housing, “giving meaning
becomes particularly important as a result of the emotional, personal and
symbolic connotation of the house and the primacy of these aspects in
shaping its form as well as the important psycho-social consequences of
the house” (Rapoport, 1982, p.22).

4 At this point it is important to remember Heidegger’ ideas about today's houses and to stress
that the "house", here, is considered as having the guarantee that dwelling occurs in it.
According to his ideas, dwelling is the basic character of Being in keeping with which mortals
exist. (Heidegger, 1951, p.147)



As stated by Rapoport (1969; 47), “building a house is a cultural
phenomenon, its form and organization are greatly influenced by the
~ cultural milieu to which it belongs.” What is more, house form is not
simply the result of physical forces or any single causal factor, but is the
consequence of a whole range of socio-cultural factors in their broadest
terms. Thus, as a result of the inevitable emotional, social, cultural factors,
that have impacts on the user can not be eliminated from the housing

process by the institutions.

The above mentioned argument can be further developed for the concept
of disaster housing. As Oliver and Aysan state (1987; 23) the cultural
aspects of recovery after earthquakes have not been given the same
attention as the engineering and practical considerations; in fact, they have
been almost totally neglected. Disasters of any scale are the interruptions
of communities’ cultural lives. The impacts may be sudden, immediate,
devastating, traumatic and the most important, permanent. As Oliver and
Aysan (1987; 12) assert a community affected by a disaster seeks to re-
establish itself in a form as close as it can to its former pattern as fast as
possible. Thus, a great deal of aid reaches to the victim community for the
reformation of its equilibrium both socially and physically. Disaster
houses are the most important form of aid for the v10t1m community;
however mostly imposed to individuals with no regard to their real life
activities, physical and cultural factors. Thus, impacts of the emergency
measures® may be immediate but their effects may be felt over years, even

decades.

5 These emergency measures include resettlement projects that are prepared by private or
governmental agencies.



1.2. Concise Information about Resetting After Disasters

In search of the above mentioned vital questions, knowledge about the
previous applications in the same field Vwith different attitudes and
approaches to the problem will be supplementary. In doing so, a literature
survey on various attitudes of governments, organizations and victim

cultures is as follows:

28 March 1970 Gediz/Turkey Earthquake and The Relief Program:
Damage: The earthquake of rated 7.3 on Richter scale. It destroyed the
towns of Gediz and Akgaalan in Kiitahya Province, Western Anatolia,
demolished and damaged over 300 villages in the region, and nearly
70,000 people were affected (Oliver and Aysan, 1987, p.17).

Form of Aid: A large scale aid program was prepared and as a result, tents
arrived at the region for the emergency stage. As temporary
accommodation German Bayer firm sent polyurethane domes and the
Austrian Government participated the program with prefabricated units.
Furthermore, resettlement projects for Gediz and Akgaalan were designed

and constructed.

Consequences: The rows of houses supplied by the government, even
whole villages were still unoccupied after 12 years; some houses were
used only as storage. Some houses had been occupied but extended and
adapted so that they can hardly be recognized as the same. Temporary
Bayer domes were still in use (though not as dwellings) while elsewhere,
the Austrian prefabricated houses was empty. Quite the contrary of the
non-adapted situation of the new constructions, the old town Gediz had

been extensively used; it has been rebuilt and reoccupied, while many of



the damaged villages had been partially rebuilt. Oliver and Aysan (1987
6) explain the failure of the application as:

Measures that are taken in a disaster relief and recovery program
are based on policy decisions. These may already exist prior to a
disaster, or may be taken or modified at the time of the event ...
Decisions are taken without detailed knowledge of the cultures that
are affected by a disaster.

23 December 1972 Managua/Nicaragua Earthguake:

Damage: The earthquake which had shocks up to 6.25 on the Richter
scale destroyed 50,000 housing units and made over 1/2 of the population
homeless (Davis, 1975, p.41).

Form of aid: i) Tents: The government decided to build ‘tent cities’ in
various locations two in Managua and three in outlying towns. They were
provided by military sources of U.S. and Nicaragua as well as The Red
Cross and CARE. 1i) Wooden Huts: The American Government made a
donation of $3 million to build temporary wooden houses. Unfortunately
the occupation was low, even 11 months after the earthquake only %35 of
these houses were used (Davis, 1975, p.42). iii) Igloos: The West German
Red Cross donated spun polyurethane foam Igloos which were built on

site by Bayer and costed 2,000 DM. for 500 units. These were slow in
arriving and were not occupied until 5 months after the earthquake. iv)
Extended Families: By using the benefits of rapid urbanization, 250,000

refugees easily found somewhere to stay in the emergency because they

had very close family ties in rural areas. v) Squatter Housing: There has

been a vast increase in squatter housing despite the efforts of the
authorities; a very large percentage of these houses were built out of

salvaged materials from the earthquake. vi) Permanent Housing Provision:




Several outside agencies offered to finance as loans or outright gifis,
permanent low-income housing for the city. The proposals were as
follows:

1. Stack Sack

Prefabricated Asbestos-Cement Housing

Prefabricated Housing from Columbia

World Bank Sites and Services Project

IN.VI

A

Consequences: i) The government, in placing their emphasis on the AID
wooden hut project, misunderstood the social pattern of the displaced
families, thus, huts were not convenient for them. ii)Emergency structures
came very slowly. During the time it took to built temporary domes,
permanent houses could and were being built by organizations. iii) In a
situation with extreme housing deficits, all temporary housing becomes
permanent. iv) Any housing, to be effective, must be culturally acceptable
to Nicaraguans. Igloos and Prefabricated Asbestos-Cement Housing do not
appear to fit to the context. v) Self-help housing provides the only viable
solution for low cost housing. vi) Infiltration, rather than large complexes,
may be a more sensible response to housing need. vii) Disasters can be
used to deal with the continual problems of cities suchAas Managua. The
worldwide interest, the pouring in of money and expertise, can be utilized

to assist with the vast problems of housing, illiteracy, etc.

21 March 1976 Saighanchi/Afghanistan Earthquake:
Damage: The earthquake destroyed the village completely and the
villagers were left huddled, shivering with cold, in old army tents or in the

patched-up ruins of their houses.
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Form of Aid: A self-help project, using newly devised system of
earthquake-resistant housing which was financed by foreign agencies was
offered. The project started in 1977 and was completed in 1979. The idea
of the project was to combine the traditional skills and crafts with modermn
technology. Also, “the projects offered a building system and a model for
village development which could be applied to other earthquake-prone
areas of the country” (Sibtain, 1982, p.103). Thus, the international aid
group provided the villagers with materials and basic training and let the
villagers build their own houses according to their wish and needs.

Consequences: The result of the application is considered to be successful
and a maximum rate of occupancy is achieved. As Sibtain declares (1982:
103) the governmental policy of earthquake relief is changed at the end of
the application. “According to the new policy, provincial depots....will
help the casualties to rebuild their houses using the Earthquake-resistant
Building System. And if a subsequent earthquake destroys these homes,
the villagers will know how to rebuild them. At last they will have become

self-reliant.”

13 December 1982 Yemen Arab Republic Earthquake: ‘

Damage: The earthquake which had a magnitude of 5.6 up to 6.0 on the
Richter scale destroyed 15,000 houses and killed over 2,000 people
(Aysan, 1984, p.52).

Form of aid and Consequences: Immediate aid was received from all the
neighboring Arab countries and Western and non-Western governments.

The victims took shelter in tents and in self-built structures. There existed
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various tendencies among the victims on post-disaster construction

(Aysan, 1984, p.55):

Survivors moved to the nearest flat land to put up their tents.

Wherever the topography permitted, villagers stayed as close as
possible to their homes in order to protect them.

Few villagers moved further from the original sites, closer to the road
San’a to have access to the markets and to benefit more from the aid.

In the less affected villages, survivors settled within the household
territory and used the damaged houses during day time for storage,
cooking and sheltering animals.

For stronger houses, cement as bondage material and better quality of
timber were used.

There was very limited choice of building materials in the markets,
therefore the most common way of building temporary shelter was to
put up corrugated zinc sheds to be used as kitchen, storage, animal

shed or living quarters.

Quite the contrary of policies applied in many other disaster-prone
countries of providing prefabricated houses or blocks of flats to
house the affected people, the Yemeni Government so far advocates
the idea of ‘self-help’ in traditional construction.

(Aysan, 1984, p.60) ‘

As a result Aysan points out (1984: 61) that “a few problems related to it

so far have revealed that the application of ‘self-help’ or ‘Intermediate

Technologies’ necessitate careful examination of various factors”. There is

always the danger of over-romanticizing the qualities of traditional
buildings, there is always the danger of overlooking disadvantages of

them.
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CHAPTER 2

CULTURE AND RESETTLEMENT

Culture is one of the most important aspects which has to be taken into
consideration in design and production process of resettlement
applications within the framework of state rehousing and resettlement
programs. It is essential that resetting has serious impacts on culture,
which is a major dimension of the identity of communities especially in
rural areas where people are still strictly stuck to their local traditions. It
may be hazardous for communities’ cultural life in case of performing
weak relations or may be desirable and adopted easily as a result of being
harmonious with local patterns. Thus, important point is how these two
concepts are interrelated; how these two can be in harmony so that neither

would be an obstacle for the other.

It is important to realize that, in case of resettling, communities expect to
re-establish themselves in a form that is close to their indigenous pattern.
No matter for what reason resetting is inevitable, it is doubtful that
measures of culture are taken into consideration during design and
production process. Thus, resettlement projects turn out to become
interruptions of communities’ cultural lives. Lack of detailed knowledge
on culture and its factors is one of the reasons of misapplication of

resettlements.
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2.1. Culture
‘Culture’ is defined by Hsia, (1988: 301) through 4 key elements:

1. Culture refers to beliefs and perceptions, values and norms, customs
and behaviors of a group and society.

2. Culture is used to indicate that cognitions, feelings and behaviors are
shared among a group of people in a common way.

3. Culture implies that these shared beliefs, values and styles of behavior
are passed on others, especially children and that the socialization and
education of new members of the culture help to preserve a consensus
from one generation to the next.

4. Culture appears in objects and in the physical environment.

Culture is the identity of a community. It is the expression of humankind
in society and an altered form of social reproduction. Culture is shared by
all the members of the community, thus exposed in the form of languages,
dialects, beliefs, laws, customs, religion, values which make one society
distinct from another. “Differences between cultures are also evident in
clothing or artifacts and tools that are employed in work and domestic life”
(Oliver, Aysan, 1987, p. 10). It is stated by Rapoport (1969: 46) that
people with different attitudes and backgrounds respond to varied physical
environments. These responses differ from place to place as a result of
changes and differences in the interplay of social, cultural, ritual,
economical and physical factors. These factors and responses may change
gradually in the same place through time and even the place may change.
However, these factors are the major elements in the formation of housing
and settlement. This can be further developed by the ideas of Oliver and
Aysan (1987: 11):
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Cultural values may have profound bearing upon the ways in
which dwellings are designed, built, used and passed on to
subsequent generations and may influence attitudes to land use,
settlements and building,

Among above mentioned key elements, the last one is important to explain
the coexistence of cultural and physical factors within the context of
environment. Physical factors play a major role in the shaping of culture.
As Hsia states (1988: 301) the physical environment is a real object and
can be divided into the natural environment and the built environment and
has different scales. While talking about culture, it is important to point
out that culture is influenced by natural environment, however, it

influences built environment; house form and settlement form.

It is a fact that socio-cultural and socio-economic factors of rural
communities play a major role on physical environment. “Socio-cultural
schemata are primary determinants of form even on those scales in turn
affect the images and schemata that mediate between environments and

people” (Rapoport, 1982, p.28). As Aysan discusses (1980: 30)

in any society, the cultural and physical environment is the
outcome of a multitude of factors. A certain factor tends to be the
dominant one determining the role of other subordinate factors and
their specific combination that shapes up the environment of a
particular region.

Though in some cases,

this dominance may lie in cultural factors conditioned by the
tradition of the community; on others, the climate, or the available
materials, or the economy of that specific region may be the
underlying determinant to which all the others are related. But in
all of them, it is their interaction which finally determines the form
of the house. (Aysan, 1980, p. 30)
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It is a fact that if merely climate is considered to be the major factor in
house form, there possibly could have appeared the same type of
dwellings in North China and Normandy for example. It is another fact
that if merely material is vital for house form, there possibly could have
constructed same type of dwellings in Safranbolu and Germany. Thus,
architecture is the act of space arrangement with respect to the real and
basic needs of communities and these basic needs are shaped through

socio-cultural and socio-economic factors.

The house is often a significant indicator of the ways in which
spaces are respected and utilized within a building: the degree of
privacy or security that the dwelling affords, the numbers of people
that occupy it, their domestic relationship and responsibilities to
each other, and so on. (Oliver, Aysan, 1987, p.10)

What is more, production patterns of a community which is a sub-group of
socio-economic factors, is another element in house and settlement
formation. House, as well as settlement should correspond to the
requirements of production patterns of the community. The requirements
of a community which deals with agriculture is rather different than the
fishing communities. Oliver and Aysan’s argument (1987: 10) would best
further develop the discussion:

“Byres and stables, granaries and barns, mills and workshops all
indicate the type of occupations which may be pursued. Each will
be given land in an arrangement that is most appropriate to the
successful functioning of its activities. These will obviously differ
between pastoralists and agriculturalists, between mountain
dwellers and fishing communities, or between sedentary peoples
and nomads.” (Oliver, Aysan, 1987, p.10)
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2.2. Resettlement

Resettlement is the act of planning the settlement and its substructure and
mostly pursued within the framework of state resettlement and rehousing
programs or through activities of private organizations. Resettlements are

basically designed for:

* Recovery purposes after any kind of disasters in order to re-establish
themselves.
* Utilization purposes to provide higher standards of living,

* Economic purposes to supply more comfortable working conditions.

As Tarakli argues (1975: 2) the arrangement must be over-all and must
take into consideration all different elements of communities’ development

such as:

* production patterns

* industrial and financing activities,

* physical and demographic conditions,
* political situation, etc.

Besides the activities of development of communities, during the
arrangement, historical tradition and cultural and religious ties must be
fully respected. In doing so, a special effort is needed to adapt them to the
altered environmental conditions as well as technological development.
Thus, as Tarakh defines (1975: 3) people may continue the family (despite
having changed place of residence) and through the emotional ties of the

community, the new settlement would be adopted easily.
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Furthermore, study of the plan for settlements and sub-structures is
developed in two clearly separate phases (Tarakli, 1975, p.6):

1. Investigation of the situation and pin-pointing the distribution of zones
employed in homogenous activities; zones of work, zones of residence,
zones of tourism, etc.

2. Technical drafting of the plan for settlements and the plan for sub-
structures.

In doing so, the demographic, cultural and economic features of
communities need to be taken into consideration. Information related to
the population, features of the rural houses, public building structures,
road network, rural electificators, market equipment, etc. is acquired.
Thus, as Tarakh defines (1975: 6), an exhaustive definition of the
dwellings’ true characteristics would be permitted.

There exist two aspects of resettlement which are important in the course
of the current argument and have impacts on both social and physical

environments.

2.2.1. Relocation

Relocation is one of the elements of resettlement and rehousing programs
through which communities are moved to new sites for settling and are
introduced to new conditions like topography, orientation, climate,
vegetation, etc. It is stated by Bayiilke (1984: 17) that usually relocation

involves villages of a few hundreds of houses moved to a few kilometers
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away from the old locations; though relocation is carried out for small

inhabited places.$

In case of disasters, for safety reasons, it is necessary to relocate the
affected population either partially or totally on new sites during recovery
studies. What is more, “if old locations of villages do not have sufficient
land for the construction of new houses required as a result of destruction
in a natural disaster then relocation to a new site is required” (Bayiilke,

1984, p.17).

In case of utilization purposes, it is also necessary to relocate communities
to supply them with utilities like sewer system, water, electricity, road
system, etc. Provisions of such utilities are difficult to apply on the
existing settings in rural areas as a result of inabilities in infrastructure.

As Bayiilke claims (1984: 19)

the land of the new site would probably belong to the state or local
government or it may be common property of the village. It is
generally preferred not to pay for the land since funds available for
reconstruction is always insufficient of limited.

Besides, flat or gentle slope lands are preferred because they are easy to
handle: excavations for foundations and utility lines would be easy;
transportation of construction materials would be done without any
difficulty. However, it should be noted that “flat area or gentle slope is
highly susceptible to cold winds and hot sun” (Bayiilke, 1984, p.19).

In Turkey, the largest relocation project has been realized in Gediz after 1970 earthquake,
though it can be considered as an exception because of its scale.
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It is another fact that orientation and vegetation of the chosen site are not
considered so much as the topography. Though sites facing to south are
preferable but not compulsory. For excavation purposes, sites without

vegetation are preferred.”

2.2.2. Reconstruction

Reconstruction is another element of resettlement and rehousing programs;
it is a supplement to relocation and the policy to provide new housing for
communities which are moved to new sites (Oliver, Aysan, p.32). Through
reconstruction new scales are introduced: a new settlement, new houses,
social buildings, activity areas, road network, infrastructure as well as
utilities.

No matter what the reason for resettlement is, reconstruction is essential.
The fundamental aim is to provide each living unit with basic services, for
example, kitchen, bathroom, latrine and basic accommodations Thus, in
doing so, new concepts are reconciled in design and production process:
standardization of buildings and construction methods as well as materials

used is required.

It is a fact that standardization of houses has various advantages: they are
quick and practical to be constructed, easy to be controlled during the
construction. It is stated by Bayiilke (1984: 19) that in resettlement

projects, acceptance of the new settlement by the individuals is closely

7 1t is a very strong belief of the author is that most of the trees are destroyed during the
excavation on the site. It is a bit difficult to believe that the contractors will show respect to
natural environment. Hence, it is important to underline that traditional settlements are in
harmony with nature but do not destroy it.
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related to duration of the construction. Standardization is also desirable as
a result of being more economic. Resettlement projects are supported by
the government: “loans to finance reconstruction of housing and
repayment is done with low interest over a long time”. (Oliver , Aysan

1987, p.35)

The economic inabilities are also reflected on construction materials and
methods. Commonly, reinforced concrete structures with brick infill and

plaster on the facade are desired to be used.®

2.3 Impacts of Resettlements on Culture

It is stated earlier that culture is one of the ‘a priori’ aspects for
resettlement applications and should be taken into consideration.
However, it is a fact that resettlement and rehousing programs do not fully
satisfy cultural requirements and do not pay enough attention on
communities’ value system. To be sure, the impacts of resettlement

projects are immediate but their effects are felt over years, even decades.

Resettlements are imposed on indigenous communities in rural areas
without considering their real life needs and activities; they embed
political decisions, governmental regulations and institutional appraisal.
Oliver’s argument would best explain the failure of resettlement programs
in general, though stressing on specific case of relief programs, especially

permanent housing, after disasters:

8 The convenience of the construction techniques and materials to the regional properties of the
communities will be dwelled on later.
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At the time of impact, the indigenous culture suffers stresses that
change its state to a victim culture, and immediately afterwards it is
subject to the additional straints of accepting the alien, but in itself
untypical relief culture to direct the solution of its problems. It is
therefore prone to a double trauma: the traumatic experience of the
disaster and the trauma of having an external body assume
responsibility for its welfare, and for its shelter, a humiliating
experience which in itself can do irreparable damage to the
cohesion of its social system. (Oliver, 1981, p.40)

Decisions on the formation of resettlements are taken without detailed
information about the culture for which projects are prepared. Rich
cultural and distinctive national identities are not adequately recognized in
design process of the projects. Besides as Oliver and Aysan emphasize
(1987: 13) that “failure to understand the traditional family structures can
aggravate social problems and cause considerable stress.” At this point it
is vital to ask: How can outside groups give effective assistance to re-
establish local administration within affected areas? How can local needs

be most effectively expressed to outside groups?

The following sequential five points highlight the impacts of resettlements
on culture:

* Culture seeks for continuity; resettlements are agen},‘s of interruptions:
It is a fact that culture is continuos, it is inherited from older
generations. As stated before culture is passed on others, especially to
young generations and thus, a consensus from one generation to the
next is preserved. As Liangyong claims (1991: 7) “each generation
must rework the definitions of the old symbols which it inherits from
the generation before; it must reformulate the old concepts in terms of
its own age.” Thus, culture is a living thing and consequently develops

according to the necessities of the period.
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However, resettlement projects are so quickly developed that the
natural discourse of cultural continuity is interrupted. Through such
applications new features as well as different value systems are

introduced to the communities.

Resettlements are interruptions on physical environment which has
impacts on culture. Through resettlement projects, relocation and
reconstruction are introduced to the communities, thus physical
environments are completely changed; they are moved to new sites
which have different physical layout like topography, orientation,
vegetation. They are moved to new settlements through which different
physical patterns are conveyed. They are moved into new houses
which advocate new activities as well as different construction

methods and materials. Curtis (1982: 359), cites Polacki’s ideas:

Most architectural styles were the products of their own societies.
Its religious values, climate, technology, social and political
structures dictated the need and style of buildings. Shapes,
proportions and decorations were symbolic and had meaning, often
ending up with strict architectural orders. This ‘internal stimulus’
created cultures and architectural expressions that differed greatly
from each other.

In rural areas, vernacular settlements are formed spontaneously. They
are not designed by a professional nor planned according to any kind
of regulation. They develop in time as a result of the needs and wishes
of the villagers.

Customs and traditions usually slow down physical changes, but
in resettlement projects, physical changes try to change the
customs and traditions. (Aysan, 1980, p.49)
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* Resettlement projects and applications are interruptions of social lives
of communities, thus act as catalysts of social change, agents of
alterations: It is a fact that when contact occurs between different
cultures, social interaction and consequently, social change is
inevitable. Though social change occurs spontaneously: “Spontaneous
cultural change occurs continuously due to command contacts with
new values, the emergence of new needs and the mobility of the old
system to cope with the existing problems.” (Aysan, 1980, p.13)At this
point, it is important to give a brief explanation on social change which
is provoked by state resettlement and rehousing programs. Change
occurs when a new idea has an effect. As Oliver points out (1981) if
the relief programs, do not serve the basic needs of the society it may
ultimately contribute to social disruption or change without the support
of evolution within the deep structures of the social system. Social
change defined by Rogers and Burdge (1972: 10) is “the process by
which alterations occur in the structure and function of a social
system.” It is important to point out the classifications of social
change in order to be able to put forward the impacts of resetting
explicitly. In doing so Rogers and Burge’s (1972: 11) classification
will help the study to further develop. They classify change in 2

groups:

a) Immanent change: It occurs when members of a social system, with
little or no external influence, create and develop a new idea and it
spreads within the system. It is an innovative change with the support

of the social system.

9 Process of social change is viewed in 3 sequential steps: Invention-Process by which new
ideas are created or developed, Diffusion- New ideas are communicated to the members of
social system, Consequences- The changes that occur within the social system as a result of the
adoption or rejection of the innovation. (Rogers, Burdge, 1972, p.10)
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b) Contact change: It occurs when sources external to the social system
introduce a new idea. It is a ‘between-system’ change phenomenon. It
may be ecither selective or directed, depending on whether the
recognition of the need for change is internal or external. Contact
change is examined under two categories: i) Selective Contact Change:
In Rogers and Burdge’s (1972: 11) terms, this type of change occurs
“when members of a social system are exposed to external influences
and adopt or reject a new idea from that source on the basis of their
needs.” It is a relatively relaxed action where the members of the
social group are free to accept or reject, choose or interpret the new
impacts. ii) Directed Contact change: Directed change in other words
planned change, “is caused by outsiders who on their own or as
representatives of change agencies, seek to introduce new ideas in
order to achieve goals they have defined” (Rogers and Burdge, 1972,
p.11). What is more the innovation and recognition of the need for the

change originates outside the social system.

Resettlement projects lead alterations in socio-economic state of
communities: As a result of resettling, productions patterns of
communities change. Through projects of resettlement, new
commercial activities and industries are introducéd, thus new job
opportunities are created, especially if resettlement is applied as a

result of economic purposes.

As stated before, through resettlement, relocation occurs; thus it has
impacts on socio-economic situation of communities:

1. In rural areas, traditional settings are rather close to their fields.

Through relocation, villagers are moved to at least couple of

kilometers or maybe more further; distance is prolonged. It is a
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fact that “a ten kilometers trip cuts in half the work capacity of
an average farm family.” (Tarakh, 1975, p.5)° Thus,
production pattern of the family starts to change.

2. Through relocation, villages are moved to places which are
close to main roads to towns; a better communication is
introduced with the places where better job opportunities exist.
Thus, people would prefer working in the town, traveling there
everyday but still living in the village, instead of dealing with

their previous occupation.

* Finally, resettlements create dissatisfaction and are not accepted
easily in rural communities: Cultural factors play a major role in

satisfaction and acceptance. It is a fact that

the success or failure of any recovery program relies, in the final
product, on its capacity to satisfy the cultural needs and
requirements of the people who have been the victims of the
catastrophe.” (Oliver, Aysan, 1987, p.12)

As Sibtain (1982: 1) argues according to his experience in the relief
program and rebuilding of a village in Afghanistan, many such
solutions have failed because the proposed earthquake resistant
housing has been culturally unacceptable. They are not going to be
satisfied with prefabricated tin sheds or concrete cubes if they have
been used to living in housing with indigenous form compatible with

their life style and the environment.

10 Example of an agricultural community is chosen as a result of the case of the study but the
same argument can be developed for other communities,. If a fishing community is relocated
away from the sea, the work capacity would definitely degrease. It is a fact that , the longer
distance to activity of production, the less efficiency, and work capacity.
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However, the case has two sides: resettlements are not all rejected
when other measures are taken into consideration. It is a fact that, if the
house is provided with barns, storage facilities and conditions of
payment are arranged in an advantageous way, then they are
accepted.!! It is claimed by Baytilke (1984: 22) that if the new location
of settlement is close to the villagers’ fields and to the newly provided
agricultural lands or to the big town with higher job opportunities,
acceptance is higher. However, acceptance does not always mean

satisfaction.

1 Dyring the site survey of the current study, it was noted that eventhough people were
complaining about the houses, they seemed to be satisfied with them. They told that they got a
house cheaply no matter how inconvenient they were.
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CHAPTER 3

IMPACTS OF MODERNIZATION
IN STATE RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMS

Modernization is one of the ‘a priori’ parameters that is introduced
through state resettlement and rehousing programs and plays a major role
in the changing face of physical and cultural environments, especially in
rural settings of the developing countries.

Modernization, at the individual level, corresponds to development
at the societal level. Modernization is the process by which
individuals change from a traditional way of life to a more
complex, technologically advanced, and rapidly changing way of
life. (Roger and Burdge, 1972, p.404)

According to Curtis’ argument (1982: 356) “Modern architecture was
created in industrialized countries where a progressivist world view
flourished temporarily, and where avant-garde cliques attempted to
produce an authentic modern style appropriate to rapidly changing social
conditions”. This curious pattern was not repeated elsewhere, but its

results were copied all around the world, and were often misapplied.

The ‘advanced’ nations had themselves invented the Industrial
Revolution; and they had had over a century to adjust to the far-
reaching social and cultural changes it brought with it. The rapidly
developing Third World country of 1960’s and 1970’s could find
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itself passing from a rural and agricultural economy to an urban
and industrial one in the course of single generation. The tools
(including buildings) with which this rapid change was achieved
were imported ones. (Curtis, 1982, p.356)

The misapplication and misinterpretation of Modern Movement caused
irreparable effects in the Third World countries like Turkey starting from
post-war period. In Curtis’ point of view, (1982: 356)

the dissemination of this degraded version of modern design
occurred in a number of ways: through rapid economic
development of a kind which fostered functions, technologies and
urban circumstances in which some sort of modern architecture
seemed either relevant or unavoidable; through continuing
colonization, in which case images of modernity functioned as
emblems of foreign economic or political control.

Furthermore, as it is an imported architecture for Third World countries,
the endproducts are mostly like ill-fitting prosthesis!? which do not really
function and are alien to the context. The situation is even more crucial in
case of rural settings where traditional way of life is still vital. At this
point, Hassan Fathy’s ideas of modernism would further develop the

argument:

Modernity does not necessarily mean liveliness, and change is not
always for the better... Tradition is not necessarily old fashioned
and is not synonymous with stagnation... Tradition is the social
analogy of personal habit, and in art has the same effect of
releasing the artist from distracting and inessential decisions so that
he can give his whole attention to the vital ones.

(Curtis, 1982, p.357)

12'The concept of prosthesis in architecture is introduced by Mark Wigly. He further develops
his argument as claiming that the concept of prosthesis is always already architectural and
secondly architectural discourse is itself a prosthesis.
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As Miimtaz states (1983: 269) “the loss of valuable traditional fabric and
skills, and the pursuit of development show pieces and symbols of
modernity are familiar enough in much of the Third World”. Besides,
disregarding indigenous features of national architecture which reflect the
cultural aspects, are quite customary. Thus, this new understanding which
is a distorted version of modernism leading to rapid modernization,
neglects cultural identity and regional reality, besides imposes its own
features on traditional communities.’3 At this point, it is important to note
that, “the development of architecture has to be based on the regional
reality. Since the buildings of habitats demand vast quantities of resources,
the physical and social conditions of the locality must be taken into full
account” (Liangyong, 1991, p.5).

However, the reality does not match with the ideal. The impacts of rapid
modernization in Third World countries are so strong and influential that it
1s almost impossible to stop or at least slow down its rapid penetration.!4 It
1s ironic that so many developing countries have been persuaded so easily
to adapt the vulgar versions of Western architectural dress. This
penetration goes so deep into the structure of the culture that ‘modernism’
is accepted as the state policy by most of the Third World countries. Thus,
state rehousing and resettlement programs are further developed under the

guidance of this adapted policy. New features in design layout, material

13 It is another discussion if local people are aware of this imposition and are complaining
about it in case of resettlement. During the site survey for the current research in Yiiziincii Yil
(details are given in the coming chapters), it was noted that most of the villagers were happy
with the new applications as they are provided with sewer system, running water and electricity
in their houses, school for their children, etc.

14The study is not going to seek for an answer for how to stop or control rapid modernization
in developing countries but at this point, while improving this thesis and stating hypothesis,
one should always keep the question in mind: Is it ever possible to keep the traditional cultures
as they are and encourage them to keep their indigenous form while the whole world is going
through an era of high/rapid technological change?
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selection, construction methods, etc. are introduced, even imposed on the

local people.

Resettlement projects and applications in rural areas are pursued within
the framework of state rehousing and resettlement programs. Thus, they
are the agents of rapid modernization which is accepted as the state policy
by the Third World countries. They embed impacts of production patterns,
which involve political decisions, governmental regulations and
technological assessment and do not really match with the traditional way
of living. Furthermore, they are external interventions to local tradition.
Design and production policies are interwoven with modern understanding
and they are, as claimed by Tunali, “the distorted and unrealistic reflection
of physical and cultural facts” (Balamir, 1979, p.54). However, these facts
are imposed on individuals with no respect to their real life activities and
needs. This can be further developed by the citation from Tunali: “The
architectural theory expects the individual to fit into the designer’s model
of living” (Balamir, 1979, p.54).

In fact, Sibtain (1982: 53) argues that, traditionally, a village is not
planned; it simply develops according to the need and growth of
population. Houses are built at different times without following any
predetermined sequence or planning methods. This is the unrepeatable
quality of a village and thus, the fundamental difference with the planned
settlements in rural areas. ‘Institutes’ very often fail to reproduce the
existing patterns in planning for new settlements. However, in state
resettlement and rehousing policies, there is usually a tendency to neglect
the context which embeds local values and patterns,. Thus, such projects
act as catalyst for change in the physical and social environment. Fathy

further develops the argument by refusing to accept the myths of progress
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and claims that in most Third World circumstances, the peasant could
build better for himself than any other architect or professional (Curtis,
1982, p.358).

The rural people solve the problem of the design of their shelter
and community buildings in an enormous variety of socially
appropriate ways without professional assistance; on the other
hand shelter designed for them by outside agencies often fail to
respond to people’s real needs and is frequently rejected.
(Spence, 1981, p.111)

There are basic problems that the institutions are stuck with in case of
resettlement and rehousing. Among all, failure to comprehend the
magnitude or the complexities involved in providing housing in a
developing society and lack of sophistication in dealing with housing in a
resetting is rather important. It is important to have a clear understanding
of the building process where resettlement and new housing is going to be

applied. It is a fact that,

most indigenous settlements can be perceived as mature examples
that have undergone various alterations in the course of time and
in the search for perfection until finally coming to their own most
elaborate form. (Aysan, 1980, p.31)

Thus, it is almost impossible that an organization can go into a society and
provide structure which fits their definition of shelter or a house without
participating the process which local houses are provided. As Pader (1988:
251) argues “space itself may be primordially given, but the organization,
use and meaning of space is a product of social translation, transformation
and experience.” However, such organizations are quick to develop ways
to provide housing units, but very slow to estimate their impacts on the

communities and on the building process. (Cuny, 1981). It would be rather
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beneficial for the study to mention Oliver’s argument (1984: 29) on etic-
emic duality:

It is a fact that the objective observer can not really be subjective
participant as well; he/she can not be in ‘two cultures’ at once. This
problem has been identified as the ‘etic’ and the ‘emic’ duality: ...
the ‘etic’ activity; is understanding the structures and systems of a
specific society, the ‘emic’ activity is the experience of these
societies from within.

Thus, ‘institutes’ are mostly in an ‘etic’ activity thus, do not thoroughly
understand the structures and systems of the communities.!s “They have
objectivity but not the internal understanding of the community to meet
the local problems.” (Oliver, 1984, p.28)

It is a fact that ‘institutes’ interpret the meaning of a dwelling in its very
basic and simplest form. In these terms, house is a container and its main
purpose is to shelter and protect its occupants and contents from animal
and human enemies and those natural forces known as the weather.
‘Institutes’ should also realize that providing a house is more than
providing just a shelter; a house is more than something that one adjusts
himself/herself to. It is an essential extension of the fgmily, social value,

religion, etc. Besides,

it is wrong and pointless to force upon people a system of
housing that is distasteful to them and which is unrelated to local
architecture and cultural norms. It is far better to offer a system
that will be familiar and acceptable, while at the same time being
modern, safe, capable of maintenance and, when necessary, of
restoration. The house form, therefore, has to be a product of the
combination of traditional skills and crafts with modem
technology. (Sibtain, 1982, p.3)

15 Immediately a questions comes into mind: Can one be the observer and the observed at the
same time?
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Curtis’ (1982: 364) argument would best explain the situation: “The major
element of the architectural crisis of developing nations arose from a
failure to establish an architectural language suitable to both modern and
traditional tasks”.

It is another fact that modernism has various advantages. It technologically
brings better conditions in most aspects. Through technological
assessment which is defined as “the cracks of light from the big society
shine into the villagers’ social and physical isolation” by Rodger and
Burdge (1972: 404), traditional individuals begin to enter the modern
world. But they also point out (1972: 404) the disadvantages of
modernization: “Undoubtedly many people in less-developed nations want
improved technology, higher levels of living, and the other trappings of a
more modern life style. But with modemization also comes pain, conflict,

and relative disadvantage.” It can be said that individuals in rural settings

“often appear to prefer shelters that follow the rectangular plans
and pitched roof types of Western forms.... The reasons may be
various: they may indicate the tendency of victim cultures to
imitate the artifacts of the relief culture on whom they depend; they
may appear to be ‘urban’ and ‘modern’ and hence relate to the
assumed values of Western culture and its apparent roots in
urbanization.” (Oliver, 1981, p.41)16

16 During the site survey in Yiiziincii Yil, some villagers declared that they wish to buy an
apartment with a balcony in a block in Mudurnu. They think that they are getting ‘modern’
and thus prestigious in the village.
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3.1. Design Policies
3.1.1. Loss of Communication and Participation

One of the important products of state rehousing and resettlement program
in which ‘modernism’ is integrated in design process, is the loss of
communication of user and designer as well as user participation; thus

causes conflicts on physical environment and cultural life.

First of all, locals have no word in definition of their physical
environments; design process is controlled by the designer. It is a fact that
as Sanoff states (1988: 39) “design and planning decisions are by nature
biased and depend on the values of the decision makers”.!” However,
decision makers mostly fail to understand the local motives and values of
house form as well as “the superimposed layer of inventions from the
earliest nomadic forms, through villages and towns, to later imperial and
even colonial frameworks” (Curtis, 1986, p.24). Thus, they merely
reproduce existing patterns in planning of a new settlement, but do not try
to understand the relationships and contexts of such values and patterns.
Decision makers commonly think that their ideas are sufficient enough to
provide the villagers with dwellings but it is another fact that expert
decisions of the professionals are not necessarily better than ‘lay

decisions’ of the locals.

Instead of authoritarian approaches that give no credit to individuals,
housing process must be directed towards self-governing systems. The

case in Afghanistan which is explained in introduction, is a good example

171t should be questioned if the real decision maker is the architect or not. In governmental
applications the regulations are so strict that the identity of architects are lost somehow. This
will be explained more in production policies section.
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for self-help method. The process must be saved from the hegemony of the
professionals and the local people should be integrated in the design

process.

3.1.2. Disregarding Traditional Systems

As explained in the previous part, designers and agencies produce projects
of resettlement and housing without including the users in design process.
Thus, this leads to miss important features related to the community.
Among all, disregarding traditional systems from design process is rather
important. Projects of resettlement and housing are pursued through state
resettlement and rehousing programs without regarding the indigenous life
styles of the individuals living in the territory. These life styles are defined
by Plihal as “the popular acceptance of values, customs, beliefs and
attitudes, all of which affect the taste orientations of people towards
architectural environment” (Balamir, 197, p.55). It is important to state
that tastes are the reflections of traditions; they are local phenomenon and
have impacts on the vernacular architecture. However, through
resettlement programs, tastes of rural settings are disregarded. These
programs are the end products of a universal value system which embeds
impacts of modern assessment. As a result, most of the cultures today,
become almost identical in life styles as well as their architecture.
Consequently, houses that are neither dependents of the environment, nor
the regional culture spread through Third World countries. As Davis
argues (1981: 17), there is a widespread ignorance by state agencies of
local cultural values. In addition, there is evidence of intervenors assuming

that their own culture and housing are superior to local forms of shelter.
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Assumptions are made that these cultural values are irrelevant in the

aftermath of resettlement applications.

In fact, as Curtis asserts (1986: 27)

when the vernacular is in a healthy state, it certainly does not need
the interference of architects, for its tradition is a living one in
which there is a happy consensus between user and builder, past
and present, mind and hand.

Further developing the argument it is important to emphasize that “the
physical reality that the major proportion of our ‘Globe’ is shaped up by
indigenous and local building practices, rather than through
‘institutionalized” attempts of professional architects (Aysan, 1980, p.29).

As a result of the interference of the professionals, traditions of the region
are disregarded. Thus, lack of identity and disappearance of vernacular life
(also vernacular architecture) may appear and consequently indigenous
culture changes. However, even though they are affected by the new
settlements and house types, local people try to adapt them to their real
needs. No matter how the houses are designed, in most cases some
alterations occur. Balamir’s example (1979: 75) would best explain the
situation: In some new settlements, the cattle have been accommodated

inside the houses.
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3.2. Production Policies
3.2.1. Building Regulations

One of the outcomes of production policies which advocate ‘modernism’
through state resettlement and rehousing programs is the building
regulations.!8 It is further developed by Taylor that “the needs of the user
is ‘rationalized’ by governments into mandatory standards and
accommodations” (Balamir, 1979, p.50). Both design and production as
well as construction of settlements and houses are described in this
mandatory set of rules without considering the local necessities and
needs.!® What is more, these rules are not arranged according to regions
but rather they cover a wide range of decisions. Thus, same policies are
applied to different regions even though the contextual needs are rather

different from each other.

It was earlier stated in loss of communication and participation that user is
completely disregarded from the design process of his/her own dwelling.
In fact, the architect is also neglected from the process by the regulations,

which are set by the ‘government’.

In Turkey, in case of resetting after disasters, there exists a mandatory
which was prepared by Afet Isleri Genel Miidiirliigii according to the
Turkish law of 7269 of 15.5.1956 which was modified by the 4™ subject of
law 1051. Through the mandatory, decisions that are needed be taken in

case of disasters are described.

181t is a fact that building regulations are also influential in design policies to a certain extend.
The sets of rules are obliged to be applied in design process.
19 See Appendix A
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3.2.2. Technology Imported

Technology is one of the elements of modernism which has impacts on all
aspects of life as well as construction techniques. Besides, it is rather
desirable as well as alien to developing countries, especially rural
communities. Through rapid modernization, new technologies -also high

technology- are introduced to traditional communities.

In the transactions between industrialized countries and developing
nations there were also collisions in the ways buildings were
designed and constructed.... The resultant forms were immediately
at odds with centuries-old traditions of craftsmanship in which
methods had been evolved to handle local materials. The practical
logic behind regional style was undermined, and the delicate details
and institutions of handicraft were replaced by tatty industrial
building components. (Curtis, 1982, p.357)

Thus, new construction techniques bring new materials in the field of
construction as well, no matter how convenient they are to the context of
the community. In projects of resettlement and rehousing in developing
countries, new production techniques, current construction materials are
being introduced to the indigenous culture within the framework of the
rapid modernization. However, these are easily accepted and adapted by
local people, as technology is considered as a sign of modernization which
means FEuropeanization, Westernization; it means prestige. This
technology, mostly interferes with the local way of building.?® For
instance, construction of reinforced concrete houses in a village where the

traditional material is wood is a good example how rapid modernization

20 Most probably, villagers do not interpret this interference of the new technology with the
traditional way of building as they think that new technology is prestigious and thus, they are
getting close to urban way of living,
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takes place and consequently affects the life patterns of a community.

Thus, Curtis further develops the argument:

Fathy discovered that concrete-frame housing schemes were liable
to be far more expensive in terms of money, transport costs, and
salaries, than local, traditional, self-build methods, and that they
were at odds with non-Western ways of life. (Curtis, 198, p.357).

However, technological assessment has various advantages as well.
Nobody can have any objection to provide villagers sewer system, running
water, electricity, etc. in their houses. Various elements of new technology
such as washing machines, color televisions, telephone, are being
introduced to the villagers.2! However, the important point is to what
extent communities would let technology penetrate into all aspects of their

lives.

3.2.3. Standardization and Repetition

One of the policies of state resettlement and rehousing programs is
standardization and repetition of designs. In so doing, it is encouraged by
the policy that dwelling and resettlement designs should be standard and
repeating. It has various advantages for the state itself. Such applications
are quick to be constructed, easy to be controlled during the
construction.?? They are also preferred as a result of being more economic

than designing and constructing different dwellings for each individual

21 During the site survey, the impacts of technology have been observed. In the old village,
there exists a common place for washing the clothes etc. But, through new architecture, all
villagers have bathrooms which are big enough for the washing activity. Thus, in the new
settlement, the common space for washing is neglected; and the activity which is a cultural
phenomenon is disregarded.
22 See 2.2.2 Reconstruction
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family. This can be illustrated by an example from Turkey: Imar Iskan
Bakanh1 prepares projects of housing for disaster relief and other
rehousing purposes. According to the climatic map, Turkey is divided into
4 different regions, and for those regions 12 different house types have
been designed.z3 In case of applications, the climatically appropriate type
is chosen and a site planning by repeating the same house type is

prepared.

On the other hand, it has various disadvantages for the individuals of
traditional settings. It is also advocated by such projects to neglect
topography, orientation, context in general, in design process. Thus, as a
result of the repetition of standard houses in rural areas, uniformity within
the framework of rich context appears. “Nature knows no uniformity, but
seeks ever greater variety. Uniformity may therefore be seen as unnatural
in the sense that it is an artificial phenomenon” (Habraken, 1972, p.21). In
this way, the settlements which are the endproducts of this design policy
can be considered as unnatural because they are the examples of artificial
way of housing. The identical character of the resettlement obscures ‘self-
expression’ of the individuals through construction. Identity of the
individual is neglected; lack of variation and standardization of individuals
is advocated. Thus, the same kind of life styles are exposed on the
villagers. But in most cases, villagers tend to alter the state provided
houses according to their tastes and needs. Thus, the property of being
identical creates lack of fair orientation. As all houses are the same, there

exist no landmark houses so that nobody can address his/her location.?

23 See Appendix A.
24 During the field study, the lack of orientation and addressing has been experienced. Even
the villagers were unable to describe the house of the Muhtar.
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CHAPTER 4

METHODOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROBLEMATIC
AND THE CASE STUDY

4.1 Brief Description of 1982 Study

As stated before, an academic study titled as ‘An Ecological Study of
Three Housing Types in a Rural Environment Prone To Disaster’, was
conducted by a group of tutors and students from METU as a term project
in 1982.

The study focuses on new settlements built under the name of ‘disaster
housing’ and claims that “there are points not considered at all or points
treated very superficially in design parameters.” (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984,
p.65) The subject is considered to be “a housing problem in a particular
rural area with specific environmental factors such as earthquake and
flood to be considered in the overall design criteria in addition to other
design parameters that need to be treated with care in the conception of

any new housing settlement” (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.65).

In doing so, the study promotes a careful examination of the present
housing environment in the region, needs and daily activities of users
related to the dwellings. This leads to a better understanding of the
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housing phenomenon and inhabitants’ relation to their environment. This
comprehension highly depends on a realistic explanation of the
phenomenon and focusing on its parts without losing the sight of its

totality. Thus, healthier designed environments can be built.

The main purpose of the study was to first understand the nature of
building in the region and the housing environments in both technical and
socio-cultural levels and then to focus on new design proposals.
Throughout the project, a research for a correct method of approach which
goes down to parts but also handles the totality of the phenomena had
been intended. Another purpose was to point out the conflict between the
real needs of the villagers and what the professionals (the institutes in this
case) designed for them. In doing so the study examines thoroughly the
traditional way of living and the traditional dwellings as well as the new
settlement. As Turan and Cengizkan state that the study focuses on

the lack of methodology in the analysis and evaluation of a
housing environment as well as setting the correct design
parameters for a new settlement within the above mentioned
environmental context. (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.66)

Disaster housing application which is within the framework of state
resettlement and rehousing program, covers two neighboring villages,
Kurtlar and Bostancilar and their dispersed districts.

The site chosen for the study is in an earthquake prone area where
also there are infrequent but strong floods which can wash away
some of the livestock without any serious damage to the houses

and people. Both of these disaster types, officially stated, have been
the main reasons to relocate two villages on a new site. Not
officially stated but one more reason of prime importance in the
decision to relocate the villages is the scattered physical layout of
the villages. (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.65)
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The research aims to reveal attitudes of the villagers towards their
vernacular settings and ‘institutionalized architectural products which are
maintained for them to move in. In doing so, the researchers come up with
some vital statements that further develop their argument (Turan,
Cengizkan, 1984, p.67):

* What the governmental agencies design and build as ‘disaster housing’
has not been very successful from numerous points of views.

* Those, having little or no choice but end up living in them find it
necessary to change the ‘finished product’ physically for adaptation
purposes and to create more ‘livable’ environments.

* The traditionally built housing environments seem to be more

satisfactory in spite of their various weaknesses.

Thus, the above mentioned statements lead to provocative questions for

the study to be pursued (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.68):

* Has the vernacular architecture been studied sufficiently to form clues
for future designs?

* Has the process in the formulation of the ‘vernacular’ and ‘neo-
vernacular’ architecture been understood well?

* In spite of their structural deficiencies (if they are weak structurally),
what makes the housing environments provided by the ‘vernacular’
architecture more preferable to those offered by the professionally
designed ones?
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Figure 4.1. Flowchart of 1982 Study (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984)
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What are the people’s attitudes towards the built and the natural
environments in these different settings?

How are these housing environments built?

What are the interconnections between everyday living and spatial

organization? 25

The questions above led the study to below mentioned aspects that are

rather important for the current study as well (tentative hypothesis related

to these aspects are given in Appendix B):

Environmental adaptation (more specifically, energy utilization of the
individual buildings as well as the energy balance of the settlement)
Environmental adaptation (more specifically, life condition and the
mode of production)

Bureaucratic constraints

Building structure, construction and technology

Socio-economic structure and the built environment

Beliefs

Health standards (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.70)

Finally, the study sets forward the comparative results regarding the

performance of the vernacular and institutional examples: (Turan,

Cengizkan, 1984, pp. 119-125)

. Provision of social amenities at the new settlement is decisive about
moving into the disaster houses.
. Complaints about the inadequacy of number of rooms, absence of

kitchen, bathroom, and guestroom are decisive in moving also, as well

25 These questions are divided into three contextual categories. See Appendix B.
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as houses’ dissimilarity to modern houses and their lack of sewage
system.

. The wealth of the family is also decisive in moving to the new
settlement.

. The vernacular house has the potential to shelter more than one family
providing their privacy while the disaster house does not.

. The vernacular house has enough storage capacity while the disaster
house does not.

. Construction materials and the functional use of the vernacular house
exhibit a better thermal performance than the disaster house.

. The vernacular settlement takes environmental factors such as wind,
sun, and snow, into consideration, whereas the disaster houses are
open to the prevailing wind and lack fair orientation.

. The vernacular house allows seasonal changes in using rooms while
the disaster house does not.

. Although limited, in the vernacular settlement there is a possibility of
choice of the site, while in the case of the settlement, as the buildings
are already built and a fairly restrictive settlement plan is applied there

is no choice.

10. The choice of the site of the house and settlement as a whole is

dependent on the proximity to the fields in the vernacular settlements.

11. As there is no choice in the new settlement, it is found that they will

use their present houses that are nearer to the fields in summers and the

disaster houses in winters.

12.Natural sanitation system in the vernacular settlement is cyclic in

ecological terms. However, the built sewage system in the new
settlement being accumulative, it will somehow disturb the immediate

ecological balance and cyclic use as fertilizer can not continue.
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13. The behavioral network inside the disaster houses is not congruent
with their present way of life. Their life in the future may be exposed

to unconscious stresses owing to this.

However, the results should be considered as conclusive hypothesis and
thus, they need to be justified. It is important to consider the time context
of the research. The field study was executed during the construction of
the ‘institutional’ houses and the new settlement; besides villagers were
not been accommodated in them yet. Except for the technical data, the
behavioral observations which are done by the researchers are
assumptions. Thus, as Turan and Cengizkan state (1984: 66) an analysis
and a comparative study seems to be quite promising in this respect and
the test of such a method and hypothesis need a rather long time span, for
the true test is the actual utilization of space in time,

However, an attempt for search of a healthy way of approach to
the problem may provide the future designers with some realistic
tools as well as initiating a discussion among the researchers for
better means of analysis. What really is needed, at least partially,
for healthier designed housing environments is a better
comprehension of the housing phenomenon and the inhabitants’
relation to that environment. (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.66)
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4.2. Methodology

The current case study is intended to be developed within a three partite
system which is introduced by Schneekloth and Shibley (1983: 136) in
their study ‘Practice of Placemaking’.

4.2.1. Confirmation: Appreciation of Context

In its very general meaning, it is the subject analysis stage of the
problematic. The term is described by Schneekloth and Shibley, (1993:
137) as “the act of looking at the context of the work with an appreciative
attitude in order to understand what is and what has been historically
taking place. “In order to evaluate a work or to make judgments about any
form of intervention, one must understand and confirm what it is”

(Schneekloth, Shibley, 1993, p.137).

The aim of the current study is introduced as: to understand physical and
cultural factors which relate to housing and resettlement in rural areas.
The idea is to disclose deficiencies in resettlement applications. In doing
so, the purpose is to observe the evolution of rural settings in time after
resettlement projects are realized in the region. It is important for the
further development of the current study to learn how such applications
affect local people and their physical and social environments. How much
have the new settlements been accepted and adopted; how much have they
been misused and changed? These are other questions that are to be

pursued throughout the research.
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There are three contexts that need to be confirmed for the study to pursue:

It is important to confirm the old villages Kurtlar, Bostancilar and the
new settlement, Yiiziincii Yil: to know and understand time, place and
cultural reality of the region, especially old villages Kurtlar and
Bostancilar and new settlement Yiiziincii Yil. The current study aims to
understand the indigenous patterns of old villages in order to be able to
judge the new settlement which has been realized under the guidance of
government. In doing so, the study which had been executed by Turan and
Cengizkan with a group of students from METU in 1982, is going to be
considered as the main guide. Furthermore, site survey in the region, both
in old and new settlements, is another tool to confirm the context.
Conversations with local people and applied questionnaires support the

confirmation as well.

It is important to confirm 1982 study: to understand and review the study
itself thoroughly. As explained in the previous section, 1982 study focuses
on new settlements in rural areas and their missing points which are not
_considered at all or treated very superficially in design parameters.
Current study is proposed to be the successor and thus, in order to confirm
the context, it is important to understand the hypothesis, problematics and

consequences that are pursued through the previous study. 26

It is important to confirm the institutional decisions which led to the
realization of Yiiziincii Y1l: to comprehend the institutional decisions that
played a great role in planning process of the specific case Yiizinci Yal.

The application is a part of ‘state resettlement and rehousing program’ and

26 See 4.1 Brief Description of 1982 Study and Appendix B again for detailed information
about the previous study.

50



thus, governmental regulations that were valid during the design and
construction process of the new settlement are important for the further
development of the research. However, the case is not so promising in
getting information about the state decisions of the above mentioned

application from the related ‘institutes’ of the government.?’

4.2.2, Interrogation: The Conduct of Critical Attitude

Interrogation is the second step of the study following confirmation of
context which is the act of examining the context by asking questions, by
problematizing the place through a disciplined and critical perspective. It
is the stage of being critical upon the problematic; it is to ask ‘how it
should have been done’ in accordance with the real goals after clear and

complete understanding of the context.

The process of confirmation and interrogation is the foundation of a
collaborative dialogue which affirms meanings from a perspective
which reveals their structure and inequalities.

(Schneekloth, Shibley, 1993, p.138)

There are two contexts that need to be interrogated through the conduct of
critical attitude:

It is important to interrogate 1982 study: to have a critical attitude
towards the previous research. 1982 study is the only written document of

what has been taking place in the region during the resettlement

271t is pathetic for the current study to learn that, the archives of Koy Isleri Genel Md. have
been damaged as a result of flood after the autumn rains and since than nobody dared to clean
them. Thus, the files in which there exist decisions of the application of Yiiziincii Yil, are still
in mud and rain water and most probably destroyed by rats.
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application, thus, it is rather important for further development of the
current study; consequently, it is taken for granted. However, it is also
important to have a critical standing upon what is being conveyed through
the study; to realize its deficiencies and disagreed arguments have to be

exposed.

The study is prosperous. It observes and puts forward the time context of
the old villages; a brief but also detailed documentation is accomplished.
Social and physical contexts are exposed successfully; local traditions,
values, kinship as well as rituals are revealed. Thus, everyday life in the
region is documented. What is more, it focuses on housing in the region
and closely examines space organization, construction techniques and
thermal performance of the traditional dwellings. Then, a comparative
study is performed with disaster houses which are realized in the region
through the state resettlement program. Last but not least, it presents
hypothesis on disaster houses which were still under construction during

the site survey.28

There are lacking parts. 1982 study claims to be a research on housing
environments but there exists little knowledge about settlement scale. It is
vital to state that to understand settlement pattern of the villages is as
important as to know house form in the region. It concentrates on the way
traditional dwellings are constructed, their thermal performance, and their
comparison with the new houses that are built under name of disaster
housing. Thus, a comparison on settlement scale is missing. This might be
a conscious attitude; however, settlement scale is believed to play an

important role in house form. The way a village is formed, how dwellings

281t is a fact that most of the hypothesis which were set by the study are justified in time.
They are stated Chapter 5.
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come together, its reasons, cause-effect relations are the subjects that

should have been pursued within the framework of housing environments.

Moreover, while discussing house form, 1982 study fails not to mention
the importance of production patterns of the community. Thus, it is one of
the major elements which is significant on house form.? It is earlier stated
that socio-cultural and socio-economic factors of communities of rural
settings play a major role on physical environment especially on house
form. House, as well as settlement should correspond to the requirements
of production patterns of the community. It is another fact that as
production patterns of local people of Kurtlar and Bostancilar have not
been taken into consideration, patterns are not reflected on the three

dwelling proposals for the new settlement.

As mentioned before, traditionally, a village and a traditional dwelling are
not especially designed, they develop simultaneously according to the
needs of the community and its population growth. However, 1982 study
exposes three dwelling proposals which are suggested to be prototypes for
the new settlement. These proposals are sensitive on local motives and
their efficiency is much better than the ‘institutional’ ones. However, the
1982 study group also fails to apply the same kind 6f logic. Prototype

housing do not exist in indigenous patterns of traditional villages.30

It is also important to be able to receive information about the
governmental regulations that played the major role in the realization of

Yiiziincii Yil throughout the study. The new settlement is the product of a

2 See Chapter 2, Culture and Resettlement

30 Here, the term ‘prototype house’ is used to indicate identical houses. Prototypes do exist in
traditional villages but houses are never identical because all are built by different people in
different periods.(Houses may have same type of layout plans., i¢ sofah, karmyank, etc.)
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set of rules and regulations which are different than the indigenous pattern

of the old villages, thus, have impacts on house form.

It is important to interrogate the new settlement, Yiiziincii Y1l to operate
our own value systems and to reach to a critical understandiilg of the new
settlement within the framework of the purpose of the current study. In
this part, the present situation, both social and physical, of Yuziincii Yil is
needed to be handled in order to be able to end up with a critical
evaluation. In doing so, methods like questionnaires, observations,
dialogue, etc. are applied to achieve a better understanding of the
whereabouts.3! Through further developing this stage, it would be possible
to ask the important question ‘how Yiiziincii Y1l settlement should have
been handled in order to fit into the environment properly and satisfy the
needs of villagers?” This is dwelled on in the next chapter in which field

survey is discussed extensively.

4.2.3. Framing Action: Process of Inclusion and Exclusion

As Schneekloth and Shibley (1983: 136) define, after reaching to a better
level of knowledge about the subject, it is the stage how the study would
be handled, from which points of views the problems would be analyzed.
It involves the process of shaping attention, of deciding what and whom to
include and exclude. It is the stage of limiting the subject by certain

keywords, parameters and variables. After confirmation and interrogation

31The methods for confirmation and interrogation were applied during the site survey .
Appendix C is the questionnaire that was applied to the villagers firstly in 1982 by the students
of METU while people were still living in their old/traditional houses and the new settlement
was still under construction and secondly in September 1994 by the author while most of the
villagers were living in the new settlement for more than 10 years. Appendix E is an evidence
for understanding the context of the village, its past, its people, etc. by conversation method.
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of the contexts as well as the current argument, it is the stage of promoting
the framework of the study: how the problematic of the study would be
handled, which aspects would be exposed.?? This stage will also be the
platform of forming the current hypothesis as well as testifying the old

ones that were stated in the previous study.

While talking about current hypothesis, alienation should be underlined as
a result that it is reinvigorated through state resettlement and rehousing
programs in rural areas and besides, is the upper argument which is
advocated by the current study. As Balamir defines (1979: 44) the term
alienation is used extensively in theoretical and empirical work related to
sociology, psychology and philosophy to describe every conceivable
aspect of cultural fragmentation and social isolation. In these terms, Turan
explains that “alienation is that phenomenon known as the state of man
becoming a subordinate to any kind of designed product in the
environment” (Balamir, 1979, p.45).

In case of alienation felt due to the misdesigned environment, Balamir
claims that (1979: 45) “the individual is found to go under environmental
stress. The alien nature of the environment causes either passive
acceptance or revolt upon the users.” It is a fact that, though the architect
can be seen as someone who combats environmental alienation, in such
applications he/she is the one who introduces stress to the community
through designed environments.33 There are various reasons leading to

alienation. One reason for alienation, implying the designed environment

32 This part also covers Chapter 5, Field Study.

33 The role of the professional is somewhat different in ‘institutionalized’ applications. His/her
own character is not reflected on the work itself but rather regulations play a major role in
shaping of the work. Thus, the professional is alienated from his/her own work.
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is conducted by the lack of users’ participation in design and production.34
Design process is conducted by a group of professionals who are outside
the community and have no experience of the indigenous patterns and
rituals of the local culture. At this point it is necessary to ask the questions
which are stated by Ortecho: (1990: 176)

* Do we really think that we are capable of understanding people’s
needs and motivations?

* Are we ready to listen to them? Are we trying to speak for them or are
we trying to enable them to speak for themselves?

* Are we able to follow the dynamics of cultural behavior in our
changing societies?

* How can we, ... realize that we ought to teach people how to improve
their residential conditions? But also that we ought to learn from them

in order to acknowledge their community identity?

The case of Yuzinci Yil is a good example for such an application which

leads to alienation to different contexts:

* Alienation of villagers to Yiiziincii Yal,

* Alienation of designers to the project and the context of the region.

As mentioned above, lack of experience of the context of community
ended up with a new settlement which has no connection with the original
settings, thus, an abrupt change of both physical and social environment
has occurred; the continuity of the environment has disappeared. It can be

claimed that the above mentioned questions were not taken into

34 See Chapter 3, Impacts of Modernization in State Resettlement Programs again for more
information,
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consideration by the intervening group.3® Thus, the settlement they have
designed is alien to its own physical and social context. This has impacts
on the local people: even the villagers are alien to the new settlement; they
are alien to themselves, to their traditions, values as a result of this

inconvenient application and its impacts on the region.

1982 study was criticized in the previous part as three housing types were
proposed for the new settlement. The argument is still valid but when
alienation as a result of lack of experience is considered, it can be said that
the study is rather successful. First of all, the group has spent some time in
the old villages and tried to experience and understand the local way of
living, which embeds physical and social phenomenon. Thus, proposed
houses are rather successful in fulfilling the local needs of the villagers

when compared to the institutionally provided disaster houses.

351t is another argument if the intervening group ever though about these questions and cared
about them.
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CHAPTER §

FIELD STUDY

5.1. Context of the old villages

In order to be able to reflect the transformations and modifications that
have undergone in the course of time, as a result of resettlement of
traditional villages, general features of Kurtlar and Bostancilar as well as
Yiiziincii Yil have to be underlined. As Aysan claims (1980: 34) “the
physical environment can not possibly be abstracted from the
corresponding life pattern, culture, environmental responses, and
prevailing relations of production.” Thus, it is important not to focus only
on buildings as isolated objects, but rather try to grasp other measures that

are significant on the physical environment.

As stated before, 1982 study is the most important document for the
current study to understand the context of the old villages, especially when
the local people were still living in their traditional dwellings. Thus, the
information about social and physical environment which are exposed in
the study will be advocated here as well as the modifications which took

place until now.
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Kurtlar and Bostancilar are located 13 km. from sub-province Mudurnu,
50 km. South-west of Bolu. It takes two and a half hours walking, or one
hour by tractor, a little bit more than half an hour by car to reach Mudurnu
from the villages. The total population of 2 central villages and 7 districts
during the application of the resettlement project was 99 families, 536

people (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.74). 36

5.1.1. Social Environment

Kurtlar and Bostancilar are supported by an economy based on agriculture
and animal husbandry. Most of the villagers are farmers, mainly
cultivating sugar beet, wheat, and potatoes. Recently a new source of
income is poultry at a large scale.37 Villagers keep livestock (cattle, sheep,
goats) but not for commercial purposes; the products are primarily used for

daily needs.

Local people make their own bread in the ovens called ‘Tandir’
once a week. They grow fruit and vegetables to meet their own
needs. They prepare food to be used in the winter and store in
rooms called ‘ardiye’ or in cupboards. They keep flour in large
wooden chests and call the room where these chests are kept as
‘unluk’. They provide some of their needs from the market set up in
Mudurnu on Sundays. (Turan, Cengizkan, 1984, p.80)

As Turan and Cengizkan expose (1984: 81) daily activities of the villagers
change in pattern due to seasonal changes. During winter months, men are
engaged in care of animals. In their free hours they gather in one of the

houses to chat or play games. Besides, villagers have difficulties in

36 Detailed information about the old villages is given in Appendix C.
37 Mudurnu Tavukguluk is one of the most important economy and source of income for the
villagers of the province.
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meeting other people living in any of the dispersed districts of the village,
especially during winter time.38 Few villagers go for hunting. On Fridays,
all males go to mosque which also a social activity; the gathering all in
one place. However, due to the work on the field, this activity can not be
carried in summers regularly. Most of the villagers, except very old and
young, go to the fields early in the mornings and return late in the evening
in summer time. Women are also concerned with the care of the animals
as well as house work. Women frequently visit each other, for chatting or
helping with the housework. Washing activity and getting water from the
fountain are the social activities of women where they all come together.
Children usually give a hand to the elders working on the fields or are
busy with the care of the animals in the summer, during winter time, they

either attend to school or idle around.

In 1982 study Turan and Cengizkan (1984: 81) point out the traditions
also: Marriage ceremonies are one of the most important rituals of the
village. People get together in the house of the bridegroom or in a large
house. A fire is set on the village square to dance around. Religious days
are intensively celebrated in the villages. On these days men gather in the
common rooms of each district sequentially. From every house food is sent
to this group of 50-100 persons. Also, villagers visit eéch other at homes
on these days. During Ramazan (religious fasting days), people invite each
other for ‘iftar’ (the meal at the end of the fasting day). However, fasting is
not common among villagers during summer months, since they work hard
in the fields. The celebration of ‘siinnet’ (circumcision) is not intensively

carried out in the villages.

38 This piece of knowledge is obtained during the site survey of the current research while
talking about the advantages of the new settlement.
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