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ABSTRACT 

 

SHEAR AND VOLUMETRIC STRAIN ING RESPONSE OF ¢ĶNE SAND 

 

 

 

Korkusuz, Ahmet Can 

Master of Science, Civil Engineering 

Supervisor : Prof. Dr. Kemal Önder Çetin 

 

 

January 2021, 144 pages 

 

 

The response of sandy soils under monotonic loading depends on size, shape and 

mineralogy of particles, fabric, stress and density states of mixtures. Researchers 

around the world have studied their local sands and calibrated their responses (e.g., 

Toyoura sand-Japan, Ottawa sand-Canada, Sacramento sand-US, Sydney sand-

Australia, etc.). However, there are not many studies that have focused on regional 

sands from Turkey. This research study aims to introduce a local sand, Çine sand, to 

literature as a "standard sand" from Turkey. For this purpose, shear and volumetric 

straining responses of Çine sand samples were investigated by a series of 

consolidated undrained monotonic triaxial and oedometer tests. Specimens with 

relative densities of 25-47-60-70 and 85 %, were prepared by tapped funnel 

deposition and wet tamping methods and consolidated under 50 kPa, 100 kPa, 200 

kPa ve 400 kPa cell pressures, followed by undrained shearing. Test results were 

presented by four-way plots, which enable the individual variations of axial load, 

cell pressure, pore water pressure, and axial deformation along with the progress of 

the stress paths relative to failure envelopes. On the basis of test results, linear and 

nonlinear elastic-perfectly plastic constitutive modelling parameters, including but 

not limited to stress and relative-density dependent modulus and effective stress 
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based angles of shearing resistance, were estimated.¢ine sandsô angles of shearing 

resistance values of 24.2ę-39.5° were observed. Triaxial modulus values fall in the 

range of ~10 and ~60 MPa. 

Similarly, samples with varying relative densities, prepared tapped funnel deposition 

method, were tested in a conventional oedometer device under stresses starting from 

~23 kPa increasing up to ~29 MPa. During tests, unloading and reloading cycles 

were performed. Based on these test results, particle crushing-induced yield stresses 

of Çine sands along with their Cc, Ca values were estimated as ~1.3-3.1 MPa, ~1 10-

2-25 10-2, and ~1 10-5ï1 10-3, respectively. It was concluded that Çine sand 

exhibited Type B volumetric compression response as defined by Mesri and 

Vardhanabhuti (2009). 

 

Keywords: Çine sand, Triaxial test, Oedometer test, Undrained behavior, One 

dimensional loading behavior 
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ÖZ 

 

¢ĶNE KUMUNUN KAYMA VE HACĶMSEL BĶRĶM DEFORMASYON 

DAVRANIķI 

 

 

 

Korkusuz, Ahmet Can 

Yüksek Lisans, Ķnĸaat M¿hendisliĵi 

Tez Yöneticisi: Prof. Dr. Kemal Önder Çetin 

 

 

Ocak 2021, 144 sayfa 

 

Kumlu zeminlerin statik y¿kleme altēndaki davranēĸē dane boyutu, ĸekli, 

mineralojisi, dokusu, gerilme ve sēkēlēk durumlarē gibi bir ­ok etken tarafēndan 

kontrol edilmektedir. Araĸtērmacēlar kendi yerel bºlgelerinde bulunan kumlarē 

­alēĸarak kalibre etmiĸ ve standart kumlar olarak literat¿re sunmuĸlardēr (ºrneĵin; 

Toyoura kumu- Japonya, Ottawa kumu- Kanada, Sacramento kumu- ABD, Sydney 

kumu- Avusturalya, vb.). Ancak Türkiye'de yerel kumlar üzerinde standart bir kum 

geliĸtirmeye odaklē fazla sayēda ­alēĸma bulunmamaktadēr. Bu ­alēĸma yerel Çine 

kumunu literat¿re standart bir kum olarak sunmayē ama­lamaktadēr. Bu amaca 

yönelik olarak Çine kumunun kayma ve hacimsel birim deformasyon davranēĸē 

konsolidasyonlu-drenajsēz statik üç eksenli ve odometre deneyleri ile incelenmiĸtir. 

Baĵēl yoĵunluklarē % 25-47-60-70 ve 85 olan, kuru huni depolama ve nemli 

sēkēĸtērma yºntemleri ile hazērlanmēĸ, ve 50 kPa, 100 kPa, 200 kPa ve 400 kPa hücre 

basēn­larē altēnda konsolide edilen numuneler, drenajsēz y¿kler altēnda test edilmiĸtir. 

Sonu­lar, deney s¿resince numunenin eksenel y¿kleme, birim deformasyon, boĸluk 

suyu basēn­ birikiminin izlenmesine imkan veren ve gerilme izini yenilme zarfē ile 

iliĸkilendirebilen 4 yºnl¿ grafikler kullanēlarak sunulmuĸtur. Bu veriler esas 

alēnarak, doĵrusal ve doĵrusal olmayan elastik-mükemmel plastik bünye modeli 
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parametreleri belirlenmiĸ, bu parametrelerden mod¿l ve efektif kayma direnci a­ēsē 

gerilme ve baĵēl sēkēlēk ile deĵiĸecek ĸekilde modellenmiĸtir. Çine kumunun kayma 

direnci açēsēnēn 24.2ę-39.5Á aralēĵēnda olduĵu belirlenmiĸtir. Üç eksenli modül 

deĵerileri ise 10 ve 60 MPa aralēĵēnda deĵiĸmektedir.  

Benzer olarak, farklē baĵēl sēkēlēklarda, kuru huni depolama yºntemi ile hazērlanan 

numuneler odometre d¿zeneĵinde 23 kPa'dan baĸlayēp 29 MPa'a kadar artan d¿ĸey 

y¿kler altēnda test edilmiĸtir. Deney sērasēnda y¿kleme ve boĸaltma tekrarlarē 

uygulanmēĸtēr. Çine kumunun, danelerin kērēlmaya baĸladēĵē yenilme gerilmelerinin 

ve Cc, Ca indis deĵerlerinin  sērasē ile ~1.3 ve ~3.1 MPa, ~1 10-2 ve ~25 10-2, 

~1 10-5 ve ~1 10-3, mertebelerinde olduĵu belirlenmiĸtir. Çine kumunun hacimsel 

birim deformasyon davranēĸēnēn, Mesri and Vardhanabhuti (2009) tarafēndan 

tanēmlanan, Tip B davranēĸ grubuna dahil olduĵu sonucuna varēlmēĸtēr. 

 

Anahtar Kelimeler: ¢ine kumu, ¦­ eksenli deney, Odometre deney, Drenajsēz 

davranēĸ, Tek boyutlu sēkēĸtērma davranēĸē 
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CHAPTER 1  

1 INTRODUCTION   

1.1 Research Statement 

There exists a number of research studies regarding the mechanical behavior of clean 

sands. These studies confirm that sand behavior is complex, and its mechanical 

behavior depends on the size and shape of particles, mineralogy, and packing of the 

particles, stress and density states of the sand. Depending on these factors, the 

response of sand can be significantly different. 

Sand behavior under high stress levels is also a concern with advances in the 

construction of high-rise buildings, high earth-fill dams, and deep tunnels, etc. Stress 

levels on foundation soils can reach to MPa levels. At these high stress levels, sand 

may be subjected to grain crushing. After crushing, both the physical and engineering 

properties of sand may significantly differ from their initial configuration. Therefore, 

it is essential to identify the crushing stress levels and understand the behavior of 

sand after crushing. 

Researchers from different regions have studied their local sands and calibrated their 

responses (Toyoura sand-Japan, Ottawa sand-Canada, Sacramento sand-US, Sydney 

sand-Australia, etc.). However, there are not many studies that focus on regional 

sands from Turkey. The aim of this research study is to investigate the shear and 

volumetric straining response of Çine sand, and introduce this sand to the literature 

as a "standard sand" from Turkey. It is not a widely studied sand in the literature. 

Therefore, a laboratory testing program was designed to assess physical and 

mechanical properties of this sand. In the testing program, 20 monotonic strain-

controlled consolidated undrained triaxial tests, 6 one-dimensional compression tests 
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and soil index tests (minimum and maximum void ratio determination, grain size 

distribution and specific gravity determination) were performed. 

1.2 Research Objectives 

The research objectives are: 

¶ To investigate the effects of stress states on the two-dimensional (triaxial) 

stress-strain behavior and strength of relatively loose and dense Çine sand 

specimens. 

¶ To investigate the effects of density states on the two-dimensional (triaxial) 

stress-strain behavior and strength of Çine sand specimens consolidated to 

different confining pressures. 

¶ To investigate the effects of density states on one-dimensional compression 

behavior of Çine sand. 

¶ To define stiffness (Etrx) correlations for Çine sand on the basis of elasto-

plastic constitutive models. 

1.3 Scope of the Thesis 

After introduction, a brief summary of the test system and available literature 

focusing on the sand behavior in terms of shearing and volumetric responses, and 

aspects that affect these behaviors is presented in Chapter 2. 

Test systems are detailed in Chapter 3. 

Test results and their interpretation are presented in Chapter 4. 

In Chapter 5, the conceptualized constitutive modeling of Çine sand is presented. 

Linear and nonlinear elastic-perfectly plastic constitutive modeling parameters are 

developed on the basis of triaxial test results. 

In Chapter 6, summary of the research is presented. 
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CHAPTER 2  

2 LITERATURE REVIEW  

During the geotechnical design processes, estimating how the granular soils behave 

under loading has been a problem for many years. Researchers have been working 

for a long time to understand the behavior of granular soils under different loading 

conditions. However, since many factors affect the behavior of granular soils under 

loading, researchers have difficulty categorizing these behaviors. For a typical 

granular soil type, the main factors affecting soil behavior are listed below: 

¶ Void ratio 

¶ Stress state before and during the loading 

¶ Stress history 

¶ Drainage situation 

¶ Degree of saturation 

¶ Fine content 

¶ Permeability 

¶ Mode of loading (monotonic or dynamic loading) 

¶ Physical properties of soils (size, shape, angularity, mineralogy) 

Since these factors differ, it is difficult to predict accurately the behavior of the 

granular soils under loading. Therefore, to understand each factorôs effect on the 

behavior, researchers perform experiments by changing a factor within a specific 

range and keeping all other factors constant. The effect of void ratio and stress states 

onstress and straining response of Çine sand is the aim of this research study. 

Therefore, after the literature test system review, the literature theory review will be 

based on the effects of void ratio and stress state on granular soilsô behavior. 
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2.1 Triaxial Testing System 

2.1.1 Short History 

The triaxial testing system is used for more than a century to understand the soils 

and rocksô mechanical properties. The test system was first developed in 1910-1911 

by Hungarian-American engineer Theodore von Kármán to understand rock 

samplesô mechanical properties. The systematic view is shown in Figure 2.1. With 

this experimental system, axial and confining pressures were changed separately, 

and the strength of rock samples was investigated. In the test system, confining 

pressure was generated by compressing the water in chamber ñaò. This compression 

was transmitted by piston D1 to chamber ñbò. Rock samples were held between 

chamber ñcò and chamber ñbò. The longitudinal force was applied with a D2 pistonôs 

help, which directly transmits force to the rock sample. In the system, 600 MPa 

confining pressure could be generated. Force and deformations were measured with 

the help of a manometer and micrometer gauges (Deák et al., 2012). 
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Figure 2.1. Schematic illustration of first triaxial test system developed by 

Theodore von Kármán (Deák et al., 2012) 
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2.1.2 Automated Triaxial Test System 

Over the years, the triaxial test system has begun to be used to understand soil 

samplesô behavior. As the factors that affect the soilsô behavior were understood in 

more detail, the test system was improved. Also, to minimize human errors, 

automated systems were constituted. 

With a triaxial test system, intact or reconstituted samples prepared in the laboratory 

are consolidated to a specific stress state and then loaded until a certain strain level. 

With this test system, soil behaviors such as stress-strain behavior, volume change, 

pore pressure change are investigated. There are several advantages and 

disadvantages of the test system (Lade, 2016), as explained below. 

The advantages are: 

¶ Drainage system control 

¶ Volume change measurement 

¶ Pore pressure measurement 

¶ Deformation measurement 

¶ Specimens can be brought to the desired stress state before the test. 

The disadvantages are: 

¶ Stress concentrations caused by friction at the upper and lower caps of the 

specimen can cause nonuniform strains and stresses. 

¶ While axisymmetric stress conditions can be created with the triaxial testing 

system, 3-D unsymmetrical stress conditions occur in the field. 

Triaxial tests can be carried out in two different ways, monotonic (compression, 

extension, or shear) and cyclic. Since consolidated undrained (CU) monotonic 

compression tests will be carried out within this research scope, the literature review 

will be based on the monotonic compression under undrained situation concept in 

the following parts. 
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2.1.3 Consolidated Undrained (CU) Triaxial Testing System Under 

Monotonic Compression 

In general, CU tests start by applying a certain all-around pressure (ů3) to the 

specimen and consolidate the specimen to a specific stress state. Then additional 

axial stress is applied. This additional stress is called deviatoric stress. During the 

loading, total axial stress is the sum of all-around pressure and deviatoric stress, as 

shown in Figure 2.2. By observing the changes in deviatoric stress and pore pressure 

with increasing axial strain, soilsô behavior is investigated. 

 

Figure 2.2. Stress states during monotonic triaxial compression tests 

Consolidated undrained (CU) triaxial tests consist of 4 main stages, specimen 

preparation, saturation, consolidation, and shear stage, as explained following parts. 

2.1.3.1 Specimen Preparation 

The soils in the field have a heterogeneous structure. Specimens prepared for the 

triaxial test system should adequately reflect the situation in the field. Therefore, the 

geometric properties of the specimens are essential for the reliability of the results. 

Since the soils are quite heterogeneous, the larger the size of the samples prepared, 

the closer the real situation is. However, in terms of the test systemsô capacity and 

the testsô practicality, the samplesô geometric properties must be within certain 

limits. 
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As a result of the studies, some geometric properties that can be considered optimum 

for the specimens were determined. These features can be listed as follows: 

¶ Generally, cylindrical specimen shapes with diameters ranging from 35 mm 

to 150 mm are used in practice. Nevertheless, square and rectangular samples 

can also be used (Lade, 2016). 

¶ It is recommended to prepare the sample diameter at least six times the 

maximum particle size for uniformly graded soils, and eight times for well-

graded samples to reduce the not suitable sized particles in the sample. 

(Marachi et al., 1972; Wong et al., 1975). 

It is recommended to have a H/D ratio between 2 and 2.5 to reduce nonuniform stress 

and strain due to friction between sample and cape & base. Nonuniform stress and 

strains may result in shear bands, which may affect the samplesô peak strength. 

However, using lubricated endplates, nonuniformity in strain and stress decreases in 

samples with a H/D ratio smaller than 2. In other words, in the tests performed with 

lubricated endplates, consistent stress-strain behavior is observed in samples with 

H/D ratio smaller than 2 (Lade & Wasif, 1988; Wang & Lade, 2001). Figure 2.3 

shows that for non-lubricated endplates samples in cases where the H/D ratio is two 

or more, the maximum angle of shearing resistance does not change. In cases where 

H/D is less than 2, the maximum angle of shearing resistance value increases with 

decreasing H/D ratio. It is also seen from Figure 2.3 that when appropriately 

lubricated ends are used, there is no change in the maximum angle of shearing 

resistance value even for a H/D ratio of 1. 
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Figure 2.3. Effects of H/D ratio and lubricated end plates on the behavior of 

samples (Lade, 2016) 

The use of consistent and representative specimen preparation methods are crucial 

to get realistic results from triaxial tests. The void ratio in the specimen should be as 

uniform as possible. Otherwise, unrealistic behaviors can be obtained. Specimens 

are generally prepared in two different ways for the triaxial test systems. The first 

way is to use an intact specimen taken directly from the field and prepared for the 

tests under suitable transportation and storage conditions. This method is generally 

used for cohesive materials, which is not the scope of this research. The other way 

is preparing reconstituted specimens in the laboratory. Granular soils are generally 

reconstituted in the laboratory since they do not have enough effective stress to hold 

themselves. Within this research scope, Çine sand samples will be reconstituted in 

the laboratory for tests. Therefore, laboratory reconstituted specimen preparation 

techniques for sands will be examined in the following parts. Generally, sand 
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specimensô preparation techniques are divided into two main groups, pluviation (or 

deposition) and tamping techniques. 

2.1.3.1.1 Pluviation  or Depositional Techniques 

Air Pluviation 

The air pluviation technique is one of the sample preparation techniques used to 

represent the formation of layers of sand in the laboratory. It is carried out by pouring 

sand from a certain height at a specific rate into the mold. Depending on the height 

and pouring rate, specimens with the desired void ratio can be obtained. Vaid & 

Negussey (1984) worked with Ottowa sand to investigate the effect of drop height 

on the void ratio. In Figure 2.4 and 2.5, the results of Ottowa Sand and its 

comparisons with Leighton Buzzard Sand are shown. 

 

Figure 2.4. The effect of drop height on the velocity of particles in air pluviation 

specimen preparation method (Vaid & Negussey, 1984) 
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Figure 2.5. The effect of drop height on the void ratio in air pluviation specimen 

preparation method (Vaid & Negussey, 1984) 

As shown in Figure 2.4, the particlesô velocity increases up to a specific drop height. 

At higher velocities, the particles have more compaction energy, resulting in denser 

specimen. Therefore, specimen density increases up to a particular drop height. The 

value at which velocity change with drop height to be minimal, is called terminal 

velocity. Even if drop height increases, the void ratio change will be very small after 

reaching terminal velocity. The height of the drop effect on the void ratio is shown 

in Figure 2.5. Until a certain drop height, the void ratio is decreasing, and after that 

point, the void ratio change is very small. To get a uniform void ratio in the specimen, 

drop height should be kept constant during pouring. The rate of pouring effect is 

opposite to the drop height effect. As the pouring rate decreases, denser specimens 

are obtained. (Vaid & Negussey, 1984). 

Dry Funnel Deposition 

The dry funnel deposition method may be considered as a modified version of the 

air pluviation method. In this method, the sample is filled into the funnel. The funnel 
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is lifted symmetrically upwards, starting from the bottom of the mold. Without drop 

height, the specimen is deposited in a low energy state. A slow and symmetrical 

vibration is applied from the edges of the mold to reach high density, which is called 

ñTapped Funnel Depositionò. In Figure 2.6 (a), a schematic representation of the dry 

funnel deposition method prepared by Wood et al. (2008) is shown. 

Water Sedimentation 

It is a method performed by pouring dry or saturated sand into the mold, which is 

filled with water. Sand is deposited with the help of a volumetric flask. The 

deposition is performed by lifting the flask symmetrically and slowly. As sand pours 

from flask to mold, the vacuum builds up due to the flaskôs void, and the water in 

the mold moves towards the flask. At the end of the method, the sand remaining in 

the flask is dried, and its weight is determined. In this way, the total amount of sand 

in the specimen is found. The technique represents layer formation in the field as in 

the air pluviation method. In Figure 2.6 (b), a schematic representation of the water 

sedimentation method prepared by Wood et al. (2008) is shown. 

 

Figure 2.6. Schematic representation of (a) dry funnel deposition and (b) water 

sedimentation techniques (Wood et al., 2008) 
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2.1.3.1.2 Tamping Techniques 

Moist Tamping 

It is a sample preparation method that is carried out by placing the sand with a certain 

water content into the split mold and tamping it to a predetermined height. In general, 

the tamping in the lower layers is less than the tamping in the upper layers to have a 

uniform density. The reason is that the lower layers are also affected by tamping of 

the upper layers. 

Due to the capillary effect between the soil particles, very loose sand samples can be 

prepared with the moist tamping method. In some cases, specimens can be prepared 

with a larger void ratio than the maximum void ratio found according to ASTM - 

max void ratio standard. Strain softening behavior can be easily observed in samples 

prepared with this method (Konrad, 1990). 

Vaid et al. (1999) show the comparison of density uniformity of samples prepared 

with moist tamping and water sedimentation in Figure 2.7. As shown from Figure 

2.7, Fraser River Sand, which is prepared with moist tamping, and Ottowa Sand 

(Vaid & Negussey, 1988), which is prepared by the water sedimentation method, 

show different density uniformity along with the height. The variation of the void 

ratio along the samplesô height prepared with water sedimentation is less than the 

moist tamping method. In other words, samples prepared with the water 

sedimentation method have a more uniform density along with the height. 

To minimize the density difference between the layers, Ladd (1978) also developed 

the undercompaction method by modifying the moist tamping method. Sands are 

mixed with water to reach certain water content. The amount of sand-water mixture 

is defined to reach the desired density. Then, the number of layers and layer 

thicknesses are defined for uniform density along with the specimenôs height. With 

this method, a more uniform density along the height is obtained. 
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Figure 2.7. Relative density change along with specimen height for Ottowa sand 

(prepared by water sedimentation method) and Fraser River Sand (prepared by 

moist tamping method) (Vaid et al., 1999) 
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2.1.3.2 Saturation Stage 

Saturation is applied to fill all the voids with water in the soil. With full saturation, 

pore water pressure (in undrained tests) and volume change (in drained tests) can be 

measured correctly during the test. In general, three methods are used to saturate the 

samples in the laboratory. These methods are: 

Percolation with water: 

It is a system that percolates water through the specimen by applying pressure. The 

aim is to get the air bubbles out from voids and fill all voids with water. A vacuum 

can be applied from the outlet of the water to help saturation. With this method, it is 

not easy to fully saturate the soil. Even in high permeable clean sands, air bubbles 

can be trapped between the particles and prevents full saturation with this system. 

Also, since the system requires much time, it is not practical. For these reasons, this 

system is not preferred alone to saturate the soils. Nevertheless, the system can be 

used to help other methods (CO2 & back pressure methods) (Lade, 2016). 

CO2 Method: 

This method is performed by percolating CO2 gas through the specimen for a 

particular time. The aim is to fill the voids inside the soil with lighter gaseous CO2. 

CO2 dissolves in water faster than air. After the CO2 percolation, the de-aired water 

is passed through the specimen, and CO2 gas in the voids is replaced with water. The 

remaining CO2 in the voids dissolves in water. In this way, the soil is tried to be fully 

saturated. In this method, the rate of CO2 transmission is important. In the case of 

fast passing, effective stress will change as the pressure will increase in the region 

where the passing begins, and this situation may affect the behavior. Lade &  Abelev 

(2005) set up a system for the CO2 method that is shown schematically in Figure 2.8. 

As can be seen from the Figure, water percolation and vacuum systems can also be 

applied to help this method. The CO2 method may not be effective if air bubbles are 

trapped in water on partially saturated soils. For this reason, this method is more 

effective on dry and permeable soils. 
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Figure 2.8. Schematic representation of CO2 Method (Lade & Abelev, 2005) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

17 

Application of Back Pressure: 

With this method, positive pore pressure is created by applying pressure into the soil, 

and the soil is tried to be saturated. According to Boyleôs law, the pressure and 

volume product is constant for ideal gases. In other words, if the pressure is 

increased, the volume of the gas will decrease. In this way, by increasing the 

specimenôs pore pressure, the gas volume is reduced, and high saturation can be 

achieved. According to Henryôs law, the amount of gas that can be dissolved in water 

under constant temperature is proportional to pressure. With the back pressure 

method, high saturation can be achieved by increasing the specimenôs pressure and 

dissolving the gas in the voids with water. 

With the back pressure method, the degree of saturation can be determined by 

gradually determining the Skempton B value during the saturation. After waiting for 

a specific time under back pressure, while all drain valves are closed, cell pressure 

is increased by a certain amount (å 50 kPa), and the change in pore water pressure is 

calculated. This value is called B. 

ὄ
ῳό

ɝʎ
 Eqn. 2.1 

If the B value is greater than 0.93-0.95, it is considered that the sample has reached 

full saturation. 

2.1.3.3 Consolidation Stage 

Since the soilsô behavior depends on the stress state before the loading, the soils are 

consolidated to a specific stress state before starting the shear stage in the triaxial test 

system. Specimens should be close to the fieldôs conditions to achieve realistic 

results with the triaxial test system. For this reason, the consolidation pressure to be 

chosen should be compatible with the situation on the field. While high consolidation 

pressures are applied to understand deep soilsô behavior, lower consolidation 

pressure should be applied to understand shallow soilsô behavior. 



 

 

18 

Naturally, the soils in the field are under anisotropic stress state. Therefore, bringing 

samples to an anisotropic stress state in the consolidation stage will enable us to 

obtain more realistic behaviors. However, applying anisotropic consolidation in the 

triaxial test system is challenging and not practical; therefore, isotropic consolidation 

is generally employed. Isotropic consolidation means the application of same stress 

to the sample from all axes. In other words, the three principal stresses are equal, and 

they are equal to cell pressure value (ů1 = ů2 = ů3 = ůc). 

After the B value exceeds 93-95% at the saturation stage, the back-pressure valve is 

closed to keep the back-pressure constant, and the cell pressure is increased until the 

desired consolidation pressure is reached. Then the back-pressure valve is opened. 

Water comes out, and pore pressure in the specimen is fixed. After the water is fixed, 

its amount is measured, and new dimensions of the specimen are recorded. Finally, 

the sample is ready to the shearing stage (ASTM D4767 ï 11). 

2.1.3.4 Shearing Stage 

The shearing stage is the last stage of the triaxial test system. In this stage, soil 

responses (deviatoric stress & excess pore pressure change with axial strain) are 

assessed. The stage can be carried out in two different ways; strain and stress 

controlled. In stress-controlled tests, the sample is loaded with a specific stress 

increment. In this approach, peak stress values are uncertain and can only be 

indirectly predicted. Therefore, they are less preferred than strain-controlled tests. 

On the other hand, in strain-controlled tests, the sample is loaded with a specific 

strain rate, and peak stresses can be determined precisely. The strain rate to be 

applied varies depending on the type of test and soil. In granular soils, relatively high 

strain rates can be applied due to their higher permeability. 

During the shearing stage, deviation from the specimen axis should be as low as 

possible. Otherwise, non-uniform stress-strains may lead to misunderstanding of 

behavior. There are several ways to prevent deviating from their axis along the shear 
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stage. During the specimen preparation, the specimen should have a uniform void 

ratio along with the height. Piston and top cap should be compatible with each other, 

and the top cap diameter must be equal to the specimen diameter. An appropriate 

H/D ratio (2-2.5) should also be selected to prevent end restraint effects. If a lower 

H/D ratio would be prepared, lubricated ends should be employed. 

The shearing stage starts after the specimens are bought to the desired stress state at 

the consolidation stage. Since the test is undrained, all valves (except the cell 

pressure valve) are closed during loading to prevent water in or out of the sample. 

Then the strain rate is chosen. The loading continues until the strain level at which 

behavior is desired to be assessed. Then the shearing stage is completed. 

2.1.4 Undrained Behavior of Clean Sands Under Monotonic Loading 

Under stresses, granular soils tend to change their volume because of particle 

rearrangement. Volume change tendency with stress is called dilatancy. 

Rearrangement of particles depends on two mechanisms, crushing of particles and 

particlesô motion (sliding and rolling). Sliding and rolling of particles determine 

dilatancy tendency at stress levels where particle crushing is not essential. With 

sliding motion, particles try to fill voids in the soil and decrease the soilôs volume. 

This behavior is also called contractive behavior. With contractive behavior, soils 

tend to reach to a denser structure. Since particlesô movement is in the direction of 

the applied stresses, sliding behavior starts from the first stages of loading. On the 

other hand, particles try to move over nearby particles with a rolling motion and 

increase the soilôs volume. This behavior is also called dilative behavior. With 

dilative behavior, soils tend to get a looser structure. Unlike the sliding behavior, 

rolling behavior starts only after a certain amount of deformation. (Lambe & 

Whitman, 1969; Ishihara, 1996). 

Dilatancy is primarily dependent on the initial void ratio and stress state. Generally, 

loose sands or sands under relatively high confining stresses exhibit contractive 
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behavior, while dense sands or sands under relatively low confining stresses exhibit 

dilative behavior. Therefore, it can be concluded that dilatancy is governed by a 

combination of void ratio and confining stress states. Castro (1969) studied with 

Banding sand and carried out isotropically consolidated undrained triaxial tests. The 

results of the tests are shown in Figure 2.9. From these results, the effects of void 

ratio and stress state on dilatancy, and hence on the undrained behavior sands are 

clearly observed. 
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Figure 2.9. Effects of void ratio and confining stress on the undrained behavior of 

Banding Sand (Castro, 1969) 
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It can be concluded from these results that in lower void ratios (ñdenseò conditions), 

the particles try to roll over each other with loading, and thus volume expansion 

tendency occurs. However, since there is no volume change in undrained systems, 

this volume change tendency turns into negative excess pore pressure in the 

undrained systems to achieve force equilibrium in the sand structure. With negative 

excess pore pressure, effective stress will increase during loading. In this situation, 

strength will increase with axial strain. This response is called strain hardening, as 

shown in Figure 2.9, test no 6. On the other hand, in ñlooseò conditions, particles try 

to fill voids with loading, and volume contraction tendency occurs. In the same way, 

since there is no volume change in undrained systems, particles transmit the load on 

to water, resulting in positive excess pore water pressure buildup in the soil. With 

positive excess pore water pressure, effective stress decreases during loading. In this 

case, strength will decrease with axial strain. This response is called strain-softening, 

as shown in Figure 2.9, test no 4. 

Figure 2.9 also shows how undrained response changes with confining stress. For 

the same relative density samples, in higher consolidation pressure, more contractive 

behavior is observed. The reason is that as the confining stress increases, the stiffness 

of the soil increases too. In this case, it will be difficult for the particles to roll over 

each other due to the high confining pressure. This results in more contractive 

behavior in higher consolidation pressures. 

As a result of the particle rearrangement concept in undrained systems, if particles 

tend to slide and fill voids, contractive behavior is observed, resulting in an overall 

strain softening response. On the other hand, if particles tend to roll over each other, 

dilative behavior is observed, resulting in strain hardening response. During loading, 

sliding and rolling tendencies occur independent of each other. If the rolling 

tendency is dominant, dilative behavior is observed, while if sliding tendency is 

dominant, contractive behavior is observed. This dominance may change during 

loading, and hence undrained behavior changes during loading. In this context, 

Yoshimine & Ishihara (1998) explain general undrained behavior under large 

deformations, as shown in Figure 2.10. 



 

 

23 

 

Figure 2.10. Types of Generalalized Undrained Behavior of Sands (Yoshimine & 

Ishihara, 1998) 
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As shown in Figure 2.10, four generalized responses are observed as part of 

undrained behavior of clean sands subjected to monotonic loading. 

Case 1: 

During loading, dilative behavior is always dominant, and therefore strain hardening 

takes place until reaching ultimate steady state. The ultimate steady state is defined 

as the state of continuous deformation of soils under constant shear and mean 

stresses, independent of the initial fabric, and confining stress (Verdugo & Ishihara, 

1996). Soils usually reach this state at relatively higher strain levels (> 20-25% strain 

levels). The strength of soil at the ultimate steady state is called residual strength. 

For each void ratio, the stress state in the ultimate steady state is unique. If the void 

ratio, e, and effective mean stress, p¡ values at the ultimate steady state are jointly 

considered in the eïp¡ plane, the steady state line is obtained as shown in Figure 2.11, 

which shows the steady state line of Toyoura sand (Ishihara, 1996). The steady state 

line is a unique line for the soils, and it is independent of the initial state and the 

initial fabric (Ishihara, 1993). 

 

Figure 2.11. Steady state line of Toyoura sand (Ishihara, 1996) 
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Case 2: 

Depending on the void ratio and confining stresses, after a peak in shear stress, sands 

show strain softening (contractive) behavior until a certain strain level, and at that 

point, minimum mean effective stress is obtained. After that point, contractive 

behavior turns into dilative behavior. This point is called phase transformation 

(Ishihara et al., 1975). In the q vs. p¡ graphs, phase transformation is observed in an 

elbow shape, as shown in Figure 2.12, which shows the phase transformation of 

Toyoura sand (Ishihara, 1996). After phase transformation, sands show strain 

hardening behavior until reaching the ultimate steady-state. 

 

Figure 2.12. Phase transformation of Toyoura sand (Ishihara, 1996) 

Case 3: 

Similar to case 2, after a peak in shear stress, sands show strain-softening response 

until a certain strain level, and minimum mean effective stress is reached. Unlike 

case 2, deformation occurs under constant shear stress until a certain strain level. 

This state is called quasi steady state. After that certain strain level, if confining stress 

is not high enough to prevent dilative behavior, dilative behavior picks up again, and 
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strain hardening behavior continues until reaching the ultimate steady state. The 

Quasi steady state, unlike the ultimate steady state, changes slightly depending on 

the initial confining stress. The higher the initial confining stress for the same void 

ratio, the higher the minimum strength (at quasi steady state). However, this 

difference is not significant, and therefore, a unique quasi steady state line can be 

drawn in the e-p¡ plane by taking average mean effective stress for sand samples, as 

shown in Figure 2.13, which shows a quasi steady state line of Toyoura sand 

(Ishihara, 1996). On the other hand, unlike the steady state line, the quasi steady state 

line is severely affected by the initial fabric and structure. For this reason, the 

experiments should be performed with the same fabric and structure if  quasi steady 

state line is to be determined (Verdugo and Ishihara, 1996). 

 

Figure 2.13. Quasi steady state line of Toyoura sand (Ishihara, 1996) 

Case 4: 

In this case, after reaching minimum strength, sands go directly to the ultimate steady 

state. The reason is that after reaching minimum strength, dilative behavior never 
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shows up because of the very loose structure or relatively high confining pressure 

states. This is called critical steady state. 

Ishihara (1996) points out a characteristic line called the initial dividing line (IDL) 

for sands as shown in Figure 2.14 for Toyoura sand. This line defines the boundary 

for initial conditions (a combination of initial void ratio and mean effective stress 

before shearing), where sands show strain hardening or strain-softening behavior. 

IDL shows (as reference to initial conditions) if samples show strain hardening 

(circles) or strain softening (dots) behavior, as shown in Figure 2.14. 

 

Figure 2.14. Initial Dividing Line for Toyoura Sand (Ishihara, 1996) 

In the Figure 2.15, characteristic lines (isotropic consolidation lines for the loosest 

and the densest states (ICL), which are drawn with e vs. p¡ data pairs under isotropic 

consolidation, such as initial dividing line (IDL), quasi steady state line (QSSL), and 

steady state line (SSL) for Toyoura sand are shown. With these characteristic lines, 

Toyoura sandôs behavior is well constrained based on their void ratio and mean 

effective stress states. With this, boundaries of behavior are known, and thus, 

information about the direction of behavior is obtained according to soil conditions. 
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A point to note here is that if the initial conditions are below the IDL, the QSSL does 

not have any significance since the sample goes into the steady state directly with 

increasing strain. 

 

Figure 2.15. Characteristic Lines for Toyoura Sand (Ishihara, 1996) 

2.2 One Dimensional Compression Behavior of Sands 

Although stress levels in most of the geotechnical engineering works are not very 

high, in some areas of geotechnical engineering such as high earth dams, mine shafts, 

deep-driven pile foundation systems, and tunnels, sands may be subjected to very 

high pressures (Yamamuro et al., 1996). In these cases, understanding their one-

dimensional compression behavior may be crucial for design purposes. 

Under one dimensional loading, sands show particle rearrangement in three-ways: 

particle sliding, rolling, and crushing. Particle crushing is considered as the most 

critical factor in sand behavior under high stresses. Nakata et al. (2001) states that 

yield stress is a stress level at which rapid changes occur in the void ratio with 
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effective vertical stress increments (in logarithmic scale). Yielding stress is mainly 

affected by the crushing behavior of particles. Therefore, sandsô one-dimensional 

behavior at high-stress levels, are mainly governed by the crushing behavior of 

particles. 

Particle crushing or particle damage is quantified in three-levels. Level I damage can 

be considered as an abrasion of particle surface asperities. Level II damage can be 

considered as the crushing of particle edges and corners. Finally, level III damage 

can be considered as the splitting of the particle (Roberts & de Souza, 1958; Hendron 

1963; Marsal 1967; Hardin 1985; Rahim 1989; Coop 1990; Pestana and Whittle 

1995; Nakata et al. 2001; Chuhan et al. 2002, 2003). During one-dimensional 

loading, two mechanisms occur, locking (compression or rearrangement in more 

compact structure, leads to more stiff structure) and unlocking (particle damage, 

leads to less stiff structure) (Vesic & Clough 1968; Lambe & Whitman 1969). These 

locking and unlocking mechanisms take place simultaneously. A combination of 

these mechanisms determines the behavior of sand under one-dimensional loading. 

When locking behavior dominates unlocking behavior, constrained modulus (M = 

ȹůôv / ȹŮv) increases with increasing vertical stress (Chuhan et al. 2002, 2003). When 

unlocking behavior dominates locking behavior, constrained modulus decreases with 

increasing vertical stress. In an equilibrium situation (locking and unlocking 

behavior takes place equally), constrained modulus remains constant with increasing 

vertical stress. 

During one-dimensional loading, two types of compression occur: primary and 

secondary compression. Vertical loading increments cause the primary compression, 

while secondary compression continues under constant vertical stress (Mesri and 

Vardhanabhuti, 2009). Because of sandsô higher permeability, primary consolidation 

is completed in a short time after vertical loading application. Secondary 

compression, on the other hand, continues with time since all rearrangement 

mechanisms (sliding, rolling, and crushing) are time-dependent (Terzaghi and Peck 

1948; Roberts and de Souza 1958; Lee and Farhoomand 1967; Mesri and Godlewski 

1977; Lade et al. 1997). 
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There are different opinions to define yield stress in one-dimensional loading. Yield 

stress is determined as the vertical stress at the point where the e versus logůôv graph 

exhibits the maximum curvature (ůôv)MC (Hagerty et al. 1993; McDowell et al. 1996; 

Nakata et al. 2001; McDowell 2002; Chuhan et al. 2003). Mesri and Vardhanabhuti 

(2009) states that yield stress is the vertical stress level at the maximum tangent-

constrained modulus (ůôv)Mmax in e versus logůôv domain. It is considered that the 

abrupt onset of level III particle damage starts at this stress level. 

The crushing behavior of soils varies with different factors. Particle size, initial void 

ratio, particle shape (angularity), particle composition are the main factors that affect 

the crushing behavior of sands under one-dimensional loading. As a result of a 

comprehensive research study carried out by Nakata et al. (2001), the effects of 

particle size, initial void ratio, particle shape, and composition are defined as follows: 

Effect of Particle Size 

To define particle sizeôs effect on the crushing behavior, three different silica 

samples with the same initial void ratio and different particle sizes, 1.550, 0.655, and 

0.275 as D50 values, had been prepared. As can be seen from Figure 2.16, as the 

particle size decreases, the yield stress increases. 
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Figure 2.16. Effect of particle size on the compressibility behavior of Silica Sand 

under one dimensional compression 

Effect of Initial Void Ratio 

Three different Toyoura Sand samples had been prepared with different initial void 

ratios to define the initial void ratioôs effect. As can be seen on Figure 2.17, as the 

initial void ratio increases, the yield stress decreases, as stated before by Hagerty et 

al. (1993), Pestana and Whittle (1995). 
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Figure 2.17. Effect of initial void ratio on the compressibility behavior of Toyoura 

Sand under one dimensional compression 

Effect of Particle Angularity 

To define the effect of particle angularity, two different samples: angular glass (AG) 

and glass ballotini (GB), had been prepared with almost the same initial relative 

density and particle sizes (0.85-1 mm). The results are shown in Figure 2.18. As can 

be seen from Figure 2.18, as the angularity increases, yield stress decreases mostly. 

Yield stress for AG sample is almost 6 MPa while 20 MPa for GB sample. 
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Figure 2.18. Effect of particle angularity on the compressibility behavior 

Effect of Mineral Composition 

To define the mineral composition effect, three different sand samples, Silica, Aio, 

and Masado, had been prepared at the same relative density with identical particle 

sizes, but angularity is different. Masado samples have more angular particles than 

others. Composition of samples: 

Silica 100 % quartz 

Aoi 70 % quartz and 30 % feldspar 

Masado 30 % quartz, 40 % feldspar, and 30 % mixture (quartz and feldspar) 
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Figure 2.19. Effect of mineral composition on the compressibility behavior 

On the basis of these test results, given in Figure 2.19, it can be concluded that the 

yield stress increases with increasing quartz mineral composition. However, since 

samples do not have the same angularity, this conclusion can not be fully validated. 
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CHAPTER 3  

3 EXPERIMENTAL WORKS  

Within the scope of the laboratory tests, sieve analysis, specific gravity, maximum 

and minimum void ratio determinations were carried out to characterize Çine sand. 

Triaxial and oedometer tests were performed to understand the shearand volumetric 

straining responses of Çine Sand, respectively.  

3.1 Index Properties of Çine Sand 

Based on the result of three sieve analysis test with reference to ASTM 

D6913/D6913M ï 17, particle size distribution curves are shown in Figure 3.1, and 

D60, D30 , D10, coefficient of uniformity (Cu) and coefficient of curvature (Cc) values 

are shown in Table 3.1. 
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Figure 3.1. Particle size distribution curves of Çine sand 

Table 3.1 D60, D30, D10, Cc, and Cu values of Çine sand 

D60 (mm) 0.50 

D30 (mm) 0.26 

D10 (mm) 0.15 

Cc 0.89 

Cu 3.30 

 

On the basis of test results, more than 50 % of particles are observed to pass through 

4.75 mm sieve openings. The coefficient of uniformity value is 3.3, and the 

coefficient of curvature value is 0.9. According to the Unified Soil Classification 

System (USCS), Çine sand is defined as a poorly graded sand (SP). Grain shapes of 

Çine sand is shown in Figure 3.2. 
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Figure 3.2. Grain shapes of Çine sand 

Specific Gravity: 

Four different specific gravity tests were performed to define the specific gravity of 

the Çine sand. As a result of tests, the specific gravity of Çine Sand was estimated 

as 2.66. Test results are shown in Appendix A. 

Maximum and Minimum Void Ratio: 

Maximum void ratios were estimated per ASTM D4254 ï 16 ï Method A. Minimum 

void ratio tests were performed with a vibrating machine. Test results are shown in 

Appendix B. As a result of these tests, maximum and minimum void ratios were 

estimated as 0.826 and 0.501, respectively. 
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3.2 Triaxial Testing System 

3.2.1 System Components 

To understand the shear straining response of Çine Sand, 20 isotropically 

consolidated undrained triaxial compression tests were performed. The VJ TECH 

automated triaxial test system used in this study, is shown in Figure 3.3. 

 

Figure 3.3. VJ TECH automated triaxial test system 

System components are: 

¶ Load frame 

¶ Cell and back pressure controllers 

¶ Data logger (MPX3000 with ᴜ 5V range and 16 bits resolution) 

¶ Load cell 
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¶ Displacement transducer - LVDT 

¶ PWP transducer 

¶ Triaxial cell and specimen 

¶ Water tank 

¶ Valves 

¶ Software ï Clisp Studio 

Apparatus used are shown in Figure 3.4. 

 

Figure 3.4. Apparatus used in triaxial tests 

¶ Split Mold ï Used for specimen preparation in predefined dimensions. 

¶ Cap and Base - The cap and base used to provide drainage should be 

compatible with the sample geometry. Since the top cape transmits vertical 

force to the sample, it should have enough stiffness. 

¶ Porous Discs ï To provide drainage. 
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¶ Rubber Membrane ï Membranes are mainly used to separate the sample and 

fluid in the triaxial cell. They are usually made from latex rubber. Generally, 

their thickness is between 0.3 mm and 0.64 mm. Membrane thickness should 

not exceed 1% of the specimen diameter. (ASTM - D4767 - 11). Diameters 

of the membranes generally range from 35 mm to 150 mm. The membrane 

diameter to be used must be compatible with the sample diameter. Also, 

membrane length should be long enough to use o-rings in the top cape and 

base pedestal. Since the membranes transmit the pressure inside the cell to 

the sample, they should carry a minimum axial load, so their elasticity is 

significant. They should not resist axial deformation. In granular samples, 

membrane perforation can be observed at high pressures. Two thinner 

membranes can be used by applying silicon grease to prevent this situation 

rather than using a single thick membrane. Even if the inner membrane tears, 

the outer membrane will not tear, and the cellôs fluid will not enter the 

sample. 

¶ O-rings ï  It is used to adhere the membrane to the top cape & base to prevent 

specimens from the membrane. Also, they prevent air from entering into the 

sample. 

Other apparatus are; funnel, pressure regulator, spoon, 0-ring expander, vaseline, 

CO2 tube, tamper, cables, vacuum motor, balance, caliper. 

3.2.2 Test Stages 

Specimen Preparation 

The diameters of the samples to be used in the triaxial tests vary between 37.7 - 38.1 

mm, while the sample heights vary between 81 - 83 mm. H/D ratio for samples 

changes between 2.1 and 2.2. Since Çine sand is uniformly graded and the maximum 

particle size is 2 mm, the sample diameters fulfill the requirement that it should be 
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selected as six times greater than the maximum particle size (as proposed by Marachi 

et al., 1972 and Wong et al., 1975). 

The experiments were started on dense samples first. The four sets of samples, 

samples with 80+, 70, 60, and 47 % relative density, were prepared with the tapped 

funnel deposition method. However, the loosest set could not be prepared with the 

tapped funnel deposition method. Therefore, the loosest set was prepared with 

undercompaction method. 

Sample preparation with the tapped funnel deposition method (for 60 % RD) is 

explained below: 

To find exact diameter and height of sand sample under a certain pressure (generally 

under 30 kPa vacuum), trial preparation is needed. Steps of trial sample preparation: 

¶ For the 60 % RD sand sample, the sampleôs weight is defined for trial height 

and diameter, 82 and 38 mm, respectively. 

o Gs = 2.66 

o emin = 0.501 

o emax = 0.826 

o Required weight of sample = 151.4 g 

¶ After defining the sampleôs weight, preparation is completed with the tapped 

funnel deposition method, as explained in the literature review part. 81.9 mm 

height and 37.8 mm diameter are measured under a 30 kPa vacuum. Exact 

height and diameter are found under a 30 kPa vacuum. With these exact 

values, the required weight of sand is defined again. 

¶ For the 60 % RD sand sample, weight of the sample is defined for exact 

height and diameter, 81.9 & 37.8 mm, respectively. 

o Gs = 2.66 

o emin = 0.501 

o emax = 0.826 

o Required weight of sample = 149.6 g 



 

 

42 

After defining exact values of weight, diameter, and height, sample preparation is 

completed with tapped funnel deposition method as shown in Figure 3.5. 

 

Figure 3.5. Tapped funnel deposition method 

After specimen preparation, a 30 kPa vacuum is applied to the sample, which has 

reached the predetermined height, and then the mold is removed. Then dimensions 

are measured once again for checking predetermined height and diameter as shown 

in Figure 3.6. 

 

Figure 3.6. Measuring diameter and height 
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Then the specimen is placed into the cell, and the cell is filled with water to create 

cell pressure, as shown in Figure 3.7. Cell pressure is adjusted to 30 kPa. The increase 

in cell pressure and the decrease in the vacuum applied inside the sample are kept at 

the same rate to keep effective stress constant. 

 

Figure 3.7. Filling the cell with water 

For the loosest set (21-26 % relative densities), samples were prepared by the 

undercompaction method proposed by Ladd (1978). An example preparation method 

for 21.4 % relative density is described below: 

¶ The required specimen diameter, height, and the sand amount to be used are 

determined for the relative density planned to be obtained (diameter = 38.1 

mm, height = 81 mm, and weight of sand = 139.6 g for 21.4 % relative 

density). 

¶ The specimen is brought to a certain water content (w = 25 % or 34.9 g water 

in this preparation). 












































































































































































































