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ABSTRACT

WOMEN AND SOCIALISM IN TURKEY: CASE OF
PROGRESSIVE WOMEN’S ORGANISATION
(ILERICI KADINLAR DERNEGI)

Akal, Emel
M.S., Department of Sociology

Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yildiz Ecevit

February 1996, 201 pages

The aim of this thesis was to investigate the role of women in the Turkish
socialist movement. Ilerici Kadinlar Demnei/IKD (Progressive Women’s
Organisation) was chosen as a case study. This organization had the largest number of
actively engaged and organized women throughout the history of Turkish women’s
organizations. In this study, the main purpose was to make a counter-argument
against the dominant socialist discourse, which ignored and disregarded the specific
role of women within the Turkish socialist movement. While IKD has been
approached in comparison to the international socialist women’s movement, the
primary focus has been on establishment of the organization, its activities and its main
publication organ, Kadinlarin Sesi. Former members of IKD have been interviewed,
their own interpretations and evaluations form the backbone of this study. Thus, oral
history technique forms the methodological basis of this research. Additionally, a
detailed investigation of the IKD archives and an extensive literature review have been
conducted. The results of the thesis indicate that women played a significant role
within the Turkish socialist movement.

Keywords: Feminism, Woman, Women’s Organisation, Socialism, Marxism.
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TURKIYE’DE KADIN VE SOSYALIZM: ORNEK OLAY
ILERICI KADINLAR DERNEGI

Akal, Emel
Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Sosyoloji Anabilim Dalx

Tez Yoneticisi: Do¢.Dr. Yildiz Ecevit

Subat 1996, 201 sayfa.

Bu tezin amaci Tiirkiye sosyalist hareketi iginde kadinlarin roliinii
incelemektir. Jlerici Kadmlar Dernegi (IKD) bu tezde 6rnek olay olarak segilmistir.
IKD, Tirkiye’de kurulmus kadin dernekleri iginde en fazla iiyeye sahip olan ve bu
kadinlan eylemli kilabilmis olan bir orgittiir. Bu galigmanin amaci, Tiirkiye sosyalist
hareketinde kadmlann roliinii ihmal ve gozardi eden baskin sosyalist sdyleme, karsi-
goriis geligtirmektir. Ilerici Kadinlar Dernegi’nin nasil kuruldugu, faaliyetleri ve yayin
organi olan Kadmlarin Sesi gazetesi, diinya sosyalist kadin hareketi ile paralellik
kurularak incelenmigtir. Miilakat yapilan IKD iiyelerinin 6zgiin yorumlan ve
degerlendirmeleri bu ¢aligmanin belkemigi olmustur. ‘Sozlii tarih’ teknigi, bu
aragtrmanin yontemsel temelini olusturmugstur. Miilakatlara ek olarak, IKD argivi
incelenmiy ve genis bir kaynak aragtirmast da gergeklestirilmigtir. Bu aragtirmanin
sonucunda, kadinlann Tiirkiye sosyalist hareketi iginde 6nemli bir rol oynadifim
savunmak mimkiindiir,

Anahtar kelimeler: Feminizm, Kadin, Kadin Dernegi Sosyalizm, Marksizm.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Millions of women and men of all races, nationalities and religions have
participateci in the workers’ and socialist movement, especially sincé the 19th century.
These people, moving towards their dream of a society without class and exploitation,
founded political parties and organisations; organised meetings, strikes, resistance,
demonstrations, rallies and even carried out revolutions on all five continents. Many
women participated in revolutionary struggle with the same desire for a society
without class and exploitation. The women expressed their desire as follows in the
women’s magazine La Voix des Femmes issued on March 23-28, during the 1848
French Revolution which made havoc in Europe:

Women reply to men who ask “What do you want? What are you trying

to do?” We want to reconstruct a new world with you, where peace and

truth will reign, we want justice in every spirit, and love in every heart.

(Rowbotham, 1974; 133)

During the rise of the second wave of the feminist movement in the West
in the late 1960s, countless women’s studies and research were carried out. These
included many studies on the role of women in the socialist movement. Women social
scientists studied the position and role of women in almost all revolutions (The French

Revolution, the Paris Commune, the October Revolution, etc.); in almost all leftist

parties (social democrat, socialist, communist, etc.); and the First, Second and Third



Internationals which were in a sense, the ‘world parties’ of the working class. In
addition, biographical studies on several socialist woman leaders including Flora
Trstan, Rosa Luxemburg, Eleanor Marx, Alexandra Kollontai etc. have been
published”. As women social scientists rightly state, the role of women in history is

rescued from invisibility by those studies.

It was not only bourgeois/official male historians, but communist male
historians as well, who remained silent on women’s role in history. "This silence is not
just a claim but a reality. “The major general historians of the Comintern, such as J.
Braunhal and F. Claudin make no mention of the communist women’s movement.”
states Elizabeth Walters (1989: 51) in her artiple on the women of the Comintern.
The Soviet historian Sobolev also does not mention women in his book on the
Comintern. Ingrid Strobl, the author of Women in Armed Resistance against Fascism
and German Occupation, writes as follows:

Of the 17 books which analyse women’s role in the French Resistance, 13

were published after 1971; that is after the first appearance of French

feminism. (Strobl, 1992: 18)

Strobl states that almost all male historians ignore women’s role in the socialist

movement. During the Second World War, the resistance against the Germans was

® For example: Boxer, M.Q., 1975. Socialism Faces Feminism in France: 1879-1913. Ph.D. dissertation Uni. of
California at Riverside; Boxer, M.Q., and J.H. Quataert,(ed) 1978. Socialist Women. European Socialist
Feminism in the Nineteen and Early Twentieth Centuries. New York; Hackett, Amy K., 1976. The Politics of
Feminism in Wilhelmine Germany 1890-1918. 2.vols. Ph.D. dissertation; Quataert, J.H., 1979. Reluctant
Feminist in German Social Democracy 1885-1917. Princeton, N.J.; Slaughter, J., and R.Xern. 1981. European
Women and the Left Socialism, Feminism, and the Problems Faced by Political Women. 1880 to the Present,
Westport; Sowerwine, C., 1976. The Organization of French Socialist Women. 1880-1914; 1977a. Women and
the Origins of the French Socialist Party, 1977b. Women, Sccialism and Feminism. 1872-1922: A
Bibliography. 1982. Sisters or Citizens ? Women and Socialism in France Since 1876; Evans. R., 1980.
Bourgeois Feminists and Women Socialists in Germany 1894-1914; Nolan, M., 1977. Proletarischer Anti-
Feminismus; Bobroff, A., 1974 The Bolsheviks and Working Women, 1905-1920; Clements, B., 1982.
Working-Class and Peasant Women in Russian Revolution, 1917-23; Stites, R., 1978. The Women’s
Liberation Movement in Russia, Rowbotham, and Line Segal’s several books can be added into the list.



almost everywhere led by communists and Jews, and so was also subjected to silence;
a silence which was even more profound in the case of women. “Being a Jew or a
communist was frequently sufficient cause to be ignored by the history of the
Resistance. Being a woman, was sufficient cause alone to be ignored, even it was not
an additional label.” (Strobl, 1992: 22-23) She continues:

There is almost no information given about them (women in the

resistance) because hardly any male historians even mention their

_existence. Male historians consider armed resistance to be inconsistent

with womanhood and mentioning armed women members would malign

the relevant underground team. (Strobl, 1992: 24)

Just like the women in the other countries of the world, the women of
Turkey too took part in the workers’ and communist movements. In the early days of
the 20th century, they participated in the movement as members and sympathizers of
parties such as: the People’s Communist Party (Halk Istirakiyun Firkasy) the Turkish
Communist Party (TKP), and then the Turkish Workers and Farmers Socialist Party
(Tiirkiye Isgi Ciftgi Sosyalist Firkasi) and Mainland Party (Vatan Partisi). Until the
1960s, a number of well-educated and intellectual women, some of whom had
graduated from universities abroad and spoke a couple of languages, as well as
women working in cigarette factories and textile industry joined the ranks of the
communist and socialist parties. Some of the most noteworthy women members of
the People’s Communist Party, who walked the streets of 1920’s Ankara unveiled and
wearing western clothes were: Cemile (graduated from Dariilmuallimat -Women’s
Teachers’ Training College- in Istanbul, party code name Halime, Comintern 4th

Congress Delegate), Rahime (Selimova) and Fatma Hamm; Naciye Hamm,

(studied pedagogy in Germany, spoke about women at the First Congress of People’s



of Orient). TKP member poet Yagar Nezihe (Biikiilmez); journalist Neriman Hikmet
(Oztekin, studied at Istanbul Law School), cigarette. factory worker Zehra Kosova,
Zeliha Okyalaz, Mediha Ozgelik; writer and journalist Suat Dervis and Sabiha
Sertel; doctor Sevim Belli and Seving Ozgiiner. The sociologist Behice Boran,

leader of the Turkish Worker’s Party (TIP), deserves special attention in this context.

Many women participated in the socialist political arena until the end of
the 603; however, it is not possible to talk of a mass movement. In fact, the socialist
movement as a whole could not be considered a mass movement. Up to the 1960s,
the growth of the socialist movement was hindered by many factors such as the socio-
economic structure of Turkey, the limited numbers and consciousness of the working
class, intensive police pressure on communists, illegal working conditions, among

others.

From the end of the 1960s and in particular during the second half of the
1970s, tens of thousands of women joined the workers’ and socialist movement,
following these pioneers. At the end of the 60s and especially in the second half of the
70s, the politicisation of tens of thousands of women and men could be observed.
Thousands of women, joined both illegal and legal workers’ parties such as TKP, TIP |
and leftist organisations such as Revolutionary-Way (Devrimci Yol) and Liberation
(Kurtulug). The important thing was, while participating in such organisations on the
one hand, women also established their own organisations named ‘progressive’,

‘revolutionary’, ‘worker’.



Turkey is going through a period in which the socialist and revolutionary
movements of the 1970s are being condemned and maligned. In such a historical
period, the tendency to ignore women and assign them to invisibility is heightened.
The specificity and the originality of this study is that, the Ilerici Kadinlar Dernegi,
(Progressive Women'’s Organisation) a women’s organization has been taken as the
subject of a masters thesis for the first time. Thus, the modest aim of this study is to
cast light on the role of women in the 1970’s so that in future studies of this period
and the history of the TKP, women. will not be ignored. QOur wish is that social
scientists do not allow the role and position of women in the Turkish socialist

movement to be neglected in historical studies that are being or will be carried out.

Some recently initiated studies, similar to the studies carried out by
feminists and social scientists in Europe in the 1970s, have chosen socialist women
and women’s organisations in Turkey as their subject. Social scientists or political
historians have so far attempted very few studies on women embracing the details of
how they joined the ranks of the socialist parties and movements, what kind of
activities they participated in, how they organised and what they faced®. There is no
information on the role and position of women either in the books on the history of
TKP or the Turkish socialist movement, which became a mass movement after 1960.
The place and the role of socialist women need to be brought to light. There are no
studies on the contributions of women to working class parties, trade unions and

political organisations. The Ilerici Kadinlar Dernegi - IKD (Progressive Women’s

* There are very few details in the works of Mete Tuncay and the books of Darendelioglu and
Tevetoglu about communist women on individual basis.



Organisation) the subject of this study which was active in the period 1975-80, has
also not been studied before. Similar pioneering studies should be carried out on the
Revolutionary Women’s Union (Devrimci Kadmnlar Birligi) which was established in
1969; and the Revolutionary Women’s Association (Devrimci Kadinlar Dernegi) the
Labouring Women’s Association (Emekgi Kadinlar Dernegi), Black Sea Women’s
Association (Karadeniz Kadinlar Dernegi) which were established in 1970s as well as

many others.

Therefore, it is quite important that socialist women are chosen as the
subject of this study, since there are very few works in literature on socialist women in
Turkey, let alone scientific studies - the vast majority of the literary works were
written by women. A few notable examples are: ‘ Yildirim Women’s Block’ (Yildirim
Bolge Kadinlar Kogusu), by Sevgi Soysal which tells about the women’s bloc in the
Yildinm military prison during the period of the 12/3/1971 military coup; Firuzan’s
‘The ’47 Generation’ (47 liler) a story of revolutionary youth; ‘Stages’ (Asamalar)
by Afet Ilgaz, telling of a woman’s development; ‘Night Classes’(Gece Dersleri) by
Latife Tekin who herself was a member of IKD; The memoirs of Sabiha Sertel; and a
biography of Sabiha Sertel written by her daughter Yildiz Sertel. Another important
book is Sevim Belli’s autobiography. Sevim Belli was first on the list of the TKP mass
arrests in 1951. She published her autobiography titled ‘Was It All in Vain?’ (Bosuna
mt Cignedik?) in 1995. It is quite pleasing to see in recent times some articles
appearing in the newspapers and periodicals on communist women, especially since

1990.



The members of IKD, as though they knew that their history would be
neglected, prepared a modest booklet in 1985 on the 10th anniversary of their
foundation. Those members who were refugees in Europe came together and
produced a booklet of 67 pages titled ‘IKD is Ten Years Old’ (IKD On Yasinda)
consisting of their memoirs. They published this booklet in an amateur way and
distributed it by hand. /KD On Yaginda did not remain as the only study carried out by
the members of the IKD. Some of the founders and members came together at the
end of 1994 to prepare another booklet, with the name ‘IKD is Twenty Years Old’
(IKD Yirmi Yasmda) which is yet to be published. For a year women from IKD have
come together in various cities in Turkey to write the history that they themselves
made. In these two collections we can see how seriously those women took their
organisation and their work and the affection that they felt towards thfa organisation

they had created.

Following the two studies, IKD has been chosen as the subject of this
master’s thesis and has been analyzed using scientific methods. The main purpose of
choosing IKD as the subject of this thesis, is the fact that this organisation which was
active between 1975-80, was the first and only organisation that embraced and |
activated thousands of women. During its four years of legal activity, IKD established
33 branches and 35 sub-branches throughout the country; the circulation of it’s
journal Kadinlarin Sesi (Voice of Women) reached 35.000; and on events such as

' May Day and 8th of March, thousands of women marched under the banners of IKD.
This case study of IKD, examines topics such as i) how women adopted socialist

ideas, ii) which women became revolutionary and communist, why. and how; iii)



how they founded the IKD; iv) how they viewed the ‘women’s question’, v) what
their demands for women were, vi) the organisational structure of IKD and militant
women of IKD; wviii) the actions of IKD; ix) the tools of agitation and propaganda
used in organizing women; Xx) activities, campaigns; and the IKD journal Kadmnlarin
Sesi have been investigated. Members’ own interpretations and evaluations form the

backbone of this study.

_This study does not discuss the theoretical proposals of Marxist theory of
women’s liberation/emancipation. It will attempt to analyse how women in various
European countries who accepted this theoretical framework entered the historical
stage by forming various women’s organisation tied to social democrat, socialist and
communist parties but organisationally autonomous. In addition it will examine in
what way women in Turkey shared the experience of European women and in which

ways they differed.

It is worthwhile to summarize the contents of the chapters included in this
study. The second chapter will be about the method. The development of the world
socialist movement will be covered in the third chapter, in a very general sense, with
an emphasis especially on Europe. This short summary sets the context for the next
chapter, which is about the world socialist women’s movement. In the fourth
chapter, the development of the socialist women’s movement will be examined in the
context of the history of the world socialist movement. It is necessary to know this
history in order to understand the Turkish women’s conceptualization of women’s

emancipation and their actions, because this history is part of IKD’s inheritance. The



participation of women in socialist parties, their activities, their journals, the socialist
women’s Internationals, their role in anti-fascist struggles and revolutions, their
activities before and after the Second World War will be examined in this chapter.
This has been  kept as brief as possible in accordance with the essence of the study.
The fifth chapter will cover a short summary of the socialist movement in Turkey
and the presence of women in the movement up to the 1970s. How and why did the
IKD founders became socialist, has been examined in the light of Turkey’s current
socio-political situation. The sixth chapter will include how IKD was founded and
developed to cover the whole of Turkey, its relation with TKP; evaluations made by
the socialist left in Turkey on the women’s question and women’s organisations; how
women established and developed an organisation which spread all over Turkey;
organisational and ideological analysis of IKD; and Kadimlarin Sesi newspaper will be
examined as the publication of this organisation. IKD’s activities (campaigns, actions
and various activities) will be examined in the seventh chapter. In this chapter,
evalgations of the IKD members will also be included, according to their own views
of today. What IKD gave to its ordinary and executive members, and their evaluations
of IKD with their current viewpoints. The conclusion covers the similarities and
differences of IKD and socialist women’s organisations in Europe with similar
ideological and political views. IKD’s contribution as a ‘Traditional Marxist Feminist’

organisation to the women’s movement, will be analyzed in this chaptef as well.



CHAPTER II
METHOD

The following method and data collection tools have been utilized

throughouf this study, in accordance with the purpose explained in Chapter L

This study adopted a qualitative investigation method with a feminist
view, basically referring to the interviews with the founders and supervising members
of the women’s organisation called IKD to bring the experiences of the members to
light.

Making the invisible visible, bringing the margin to the center, rendering
the trivial important, putting the spotlight on women as competent actors,
understanding women as subjects in their own right rather than objects for
man -all continue to be elements of feminist research. Looking at the
world through women'’s eyes and seeing how the lack of knowledge is
constructed are themes running through feminist research. They reflect
the fact that feminist research is grounded both in the disciplines and in a
critique of them. (Reinharz, 1992; 248)

This study has biased objectivity, since the subject women’s organisation
and its women members has been analysed with a feminist view by a woman
researcher. However, this attitude is in accordance with the core of the subject, as in

most other feminist studies.

Feminist work has contributed to the questioning of scientifically based
knowledge as absolute by providing numerous examples of work in
different disciplines that both highlight the bias of previous work and
provide alternative explanations that are more complete and more
comprehensive, albeit from the feminist’'s own ‘biased’ perspective.
(Nielsen, 1990:18)

10



During this study, oral history method has been used, which has a special
importance in the concept of feminist research methods. ‘Interview’ and ‘Oral
History’ concepts are interchangeably used throughout the study.

The following terms used interchangeably with “oral history”: case
studies, in-depth life history interviews, biographical interviews, life
histories, and personal narratives. (Reinharz, 1992: 129)

Reinharz states the following, although feminist researchers have not yet come to a
clear agreement on the subject:

Interviews and oral histories, too, are similar, but interviews focus
typically on a particular experience or phenomenon, while oral histories
deal more broadly with a persons past.

The oral history method has been used by historians, journalists,
community groups, anthropologists, women’s studies scholars, and
sociologists who want to understand individual lives or social phenomena.
(Reinharz, 1992: 132)

This method has been used by many social sciences for several purposes,
but it has a special meaning and contents for feminist social scientists. Oral history has
the potential of bringing women “into” history and making the female experience part

of the written record. Feminist researchers prefer oral history methods for a variety of

[13

reasons: “.. to contribute to social justice, facilitate understanding among social
classes, and explore tlie meaning of events in the eyes of women.” (Reinharz, 1992: -

134) Furthermore:

a) Oral history is not a unique method but draws on the methodologies of
history, psychology, and sociology;

b) it facilitates investigation of the lives of individuals;

c) acknowledges the value of women’s lives;

d) the production of oral text may “right the injustice” of a particular

person’s (or groups) voice being unheard,

e) oral history corrects the biased view of history that had not included
her/their voice at the same time;

f) it not only gives “a voice to the voiceless”, but also allows a different

voice within some person to emerge (eg. literate and highly educated
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people who have some experience that has remained hidden.) (Reinharz,
1992)

Therefore, ‘Oral history’ method has been utilised in the interviews with the IKD
members, taking into consideration the above mentioned properties and the value
system which leads them. Kathryn Anderson asks: “Why have not historians, and
especially historians of women, pursued the subjective experience of the past more
rigorously?” and continues to ask why do historians stress only ‘activities and facts’
and do not pay attention to: “feelings, attitudes, values, and meélning” (Anderson,
1990; 98)

Traditional historical sources tell us more about what happened and how

it happened than how people felt about it and what it meant to them. As

historians, we are trained to interpret meaning from facts. But oral history
gives us the unique opportunity to ask people directly, How did it feel?

What did it mean? (Neilsen, 1990; 98)

Therefore, in addition to the actions and events that took place within that
time frame, it was attempted to quote how they felt as well. Some of these women
were founders of IKD. Others became members later and played leading roles.. All of
them were concerned not only about their own lives but also about politics in Turkey.
How and why did they take these decisions? Why and how did they become
revolutionary? Hence, based on Anderson’s advice “Oral historians should explore |

emotional and subjective experience as well as facts and activities.” (Neilsen, 1990:

101), it was tried to include the personal experiences of the women concerned.
Who were interviewed? Why were these women chosen? A total of

eight women were interviewed; three of them were the founders and executive -

members of IKD; three were the branch chairs of the three major cities and the other
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two took part in regional organisational activities in Istanbul, South (Mediterranean),
Southeast Anatolia, Eastern Black Sea and Marmara Districts as Regional Secretaries.
Major reasons why they were ‘chosen are: a) being involved in IKD activities from the
beginning; b) taking active responsibility in IKD; c) having continuing interest in
women’s question. Additionally, an article on the same subject, written by the founder
and executive committee member Vahide Yilmaz was also evaluated and quoted in
the study. It can be considered an advantage that the study is based on the experiences
of the foundem and executive membérs, as they were the people with the best first
hand information on the subject. MP, who was a member of TIP and at first involved
in the foundation of IKD, but left the process at the last moment was asked for her
comments on the section on IKD foundation. Despite rejecting to grant an interview,
MP confirmed the reality of the information quoted on the foundation process. The
information received from the women interviewed was additionally .supported by

reviewing written documents on the IKD.

How were the interviews carried out? The interviews were carried out
by having two or three meetings with each of the founders or members of IKD. Two
of the interviews were carried out in Ankara, while six of them took place in Istanbul
during a one year period (December 1994 to December 1995) Interviews were made
at their homes, except for one which was carried out in her office. All interviews
were recorded on tape, later to be transcribed. Then the texts of the interviews were

shown to the interviewees for further comments. In accordance with the ethics of
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feminist research method, conscious effort was made to avoid treating the women as

“research objects” and abanﬂoning them as soon as the research needs were fulfilled.
Those who have been researched have been treated as objects to be
worked on. Researchers have also used those studied to serve the
researchers’ purposes rather than to meet the needs and aspirations of the
researched. Feminists have referred to this as the ‘research as rape’ model.
(Abbott & Wallace, 1990; 206)

Therefore, the collaboration of the researcher with the women interviewees was

ensured.

While using the oral history technique, some of the ‘important points to
be careful” underlined by the social scientists, were not experienced in the study. The
points which appéar during the interviews of the elderly women, black and illiterate
people (Reinharz, 1992: 141) were not met due to the characteristics of the
interviewer and the inferviewees. Dana Jack states the importance of ‘asking the right
question’ and specifies ‘to learn to listen’ as the critical step. (Jack, 1990; 101-102)
The long life friendship of the interviewer aﬂd interviewees eliminated any confidence
crisis, while it provided an advantage and made the interviews easy, due to the ease of

sharing a common past and discourse (terminology, concept and jargon).

The position of the interviewer: One of the issues to be resolved
during the study was how to incorporate the experiences of the inferviewer into the
subject, and the method to be utilized, while making the study.

The feminist investigator is able to locate herself as a subject in history so

that her own vantage point arises from the same social relations that

structure the everyday worlds of the experiences of those she studies.
(Cook and Fonow, 1990; 73)
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In this study, the researcher was a member and colleague, the producer
and the product of the historical period and structure, facing the question if she should
incorporate her experiences as well? The researcher joined IKD in 1975 at the time of
its founding, starting her membership in Istanbul-Kartal Branch, carrying out her
organisational work at Maltepe-Giilsuyu sub-branch, a squatter settlement district of
Istanbul, later becoming a member of the Central Organisational Committee and
working as ‘Regional Secretary’ in different regions of Turkey ’aﬁer 1977. What
would be the correct position to také in such a study in which the researcher had
played such a part? The researcher included herself in this study by extending the
same questions asked during the interviews to herself with her own answers, utilizing
the advantages of the Feminist Research Method. Therefore, the researcher realized
an autobiographical study in addition to the study based on oral history, since she
was also a part of the historical period and the social group under studf. Therefore, a
study had been carried out by incorporating the personal experiences of the researcher

into the subject, perhaps for the first time in Turkey.

A literature survey and an archives' study were carried out in addition to
the oral history technique. They were referred to with the conviction that IKD could
not be understood without analyzing the history of the worldwide experience of
communist women. The third and fourth chapters and the first part of the fifth chapter
aré the result of this conviction. It became also a necessity to quote at least the basic

lines of the history of the socialist movement in Turkey, in order to locate IKD

correctly in that movement, of which it was an integral part. Therefore, extensive
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research of existing related literature and records was utilized for the study. In
addition to the interviews, nearly all IKD publications, newspaper and opposition
publications were analyzed and quoted as relevant sources for the sixth and seventh
Chapters in which IKD was analyzed. These are:

a) all 61 issues of the Kadinlarin Sesi ( Voice of Women) newspaper,

b) Press Releases of IKD;

c) Central Exexutive Committee Reports of IKD prepared for the ’General Assembly
Meetings in 1976 and 1978 -later pubiished as books,

d) IKD’s Constitution;

e) Trainings material of IKD;

f) Press clippings about IKD activities in the period of 1975-80;

g) Legal TKP publications during the period of IKD activities;

h) Kadin Dayamigmasi (Women Solidarity) journal.

Basically, all interviewees saw no reason to make known their names in a
study which tries to prevent neglect of the position and roles of women in history.
However, due to the long-lasting anti-democratic climate of our country and scientific
ethics, the names of the IKD members are not mentioned. The researcher had to take -
care and not underestimate the possible situations the interviewees could face as a
result of this research. The country is governed with the Constitution of the military
coup of 1980; people are being prosecuted in State Courts due to their ideas; and
fundamentalists and racists are rapidly increasing their strength. N.G. Geiger writes
about a similar situation after the study carried out by Maria Mies:

...informants run risk that may not be immediately recognizable or even
preventable. For example, one women who became internationally
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famous after telling a researcher about her life and her people’s struggles
“is now isolated...and has lost the contacts that she had earlier.” This risk
and that of endangerment in certain political situation are undoubtedly
greatest for women who are already prominent in their own communities,
but they can never be dismissed entirely. Nor can anonymity be
guaranteed by changing names and places. (Geiger, 1986: 350)
Therefore, the ‘interviewees’ names were coded and sometimes names of cities and

regions were avoided.

"Concept and Categories: In this study the description ‘Social democrat
parties’ will refer to the Marxist working class parties that were members of the
Second International and ‘Social democrat women’ will refer to the members of the
parties. The term ‘Communist women’ will be used for the women who became
members of the parties after the establishment of the Communist International, who
used the name ‘Communist Party’ even after the closure of the Comintern. The term
“Socialist Women’ will be used in the same way as the terms ‘Communist/Socialist/
Revolutionary Women® in Turkey. In this study, IKD members who were also TKP
members, regarded themselves as ‘socialist’ and/or ‘revolutionary’ women, instead of

‘communist’ women because of the illegal conditions of TKP.
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CHAPTER II
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOCIALIST MOVEMENT

The 17th and the 18th centuries were a period of transition from a
feudaﬁsﬁc economy to an industrialized economy. In this period, worldwide
commercial activity began. Colonies constituted a market for the products of the
newly established factories. The accumulation of wealth in one continent, Europe,
depended on the pillage of human, mineral and agricultural resources of other
continents while at the same time the surplus value was created by the labour of the
European population which reached 12-14 hours a day. On the one hand there was a
small group of people who owned the means of production, on the other hand there
was the majority who had no other choice than to sell their labour in order to survive.
As people in the colonies were enslaved, the great majority of the European

population migrated to the cities and became wage slaves with very low pay.

In the 19tfl century, the capitalist mode of production reached universal
dimensions and became the dominant mode of production. As capitalism went
through the mercantile and colonialist stages and moved into the imperialist stage, the
creators of wealth stopped being “a mass”, “a mob”, “sans culottes” and began to be
called the “working class” (Swingwood, 1979; 45-47). It was natural that this new

system which developed forces and relations of production, so different from those of
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feudalism would be the subject of scientific research. This century was a period which
was examined by numerous social scientists, economists, sociologists, utopians from
Locke, Mill, Adam Smith, Rousseau, Bentham, Ricardo, Robert Owen, Fourier, to
Marx and Engels who tried to understand and explain it. It was a century in which
the causes and solutions of the problems which existed were analyzed and in which
great works were created. As social scientists on the one hand analyzed the sources of
the wealth pf nations and tried to establish the principles of politica} economy, on the
other hand thgy attempted to find soiutions to the wretched conditions of the great
majority of the population. From the beginning of the industrial revolution in England,
the system met with many criticisms. Thinkers such as Robert Wallace (1679-1771),
Thomas Spence, William Goldwin (1756-1836), Charles Hall (1740-1820), who are
hardly remembered today, criticized the new society which had been turned inside out

by the development of industry (Beer, 1974; 410).

First the Utopians, then Marx and Engels searched for ways to free the
workers who started working at a young age and with poor wages, from the appalling
conditions in which they lived. They also carried out theoretical studies. The idea of
socialism had existed for a long time in the form of utopia. The concept of ‘socialism’ -
meant both a mode of production and a way of thinking. Before Marx, socialism was
no more than a longing but this utopian goal was one desired by many people. Since
the aim of the present study is not to analyze theoretical approaches, some ideas will
be summarized and information on the trade union and political movements of the

working class will be given.
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3.1. The Utopians

The concept of “Utopian Socialists” was used by Marx and Engels for the
first stage of the history of sociaﬁsm represented by such thinkers as Charles Fourier,
Saint Simon and Robert Owen. (Engels, 1975: 89) In this period, it was thought
possible to destroy individualism, competition and private property and to maké a
social transformation. But no reference was made to the role of the proletariat. In
France, Cﬁmles Fourier’s (1772-183.7) ideas are a product of tl;e agitated period
between the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century when
capitalistic production became dominant. He put forward the principles of his ideas in
his work The Theory of Four Movements published in 1808. (Beer, 1974: 457) In
this work he states that humanity has passed through six stages, and that a seventh one
would bring people to harmony and happiness. In this stage people would reside in
big buildings called phalanstre which are managed as a kind of cooperative
partnership. Then would live in communities of 1600-1800 persons based on
collective work under the influence of Fourier’s ideas, several experimental phalanstre
were set up, especially in England and North America. In North America over 100
phalansters (workers cbllectives) were established in the 1840s, 72 of which were set
up with religious or humanistic aims; 14 of which were based on the theory of utopian
socialism; and 40 of which were influenced by Fourier’s doctrine.(Boulding, 1977,
644)

Count Henry de Saint Simon -again in Fréilce- accepted that large

industrial complexes were inevitable, He saw all those who did not participate in
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productive work as parasites and he wanted social planning to be in the hands of
industrialists and workers. (Abendroth, 1974: 25) The reformist and liberal ideas of
Saint Simon were developed by his successors and were interpreted as ‘utopian
socialist ideas’. One of his well known followers Enfantin, established collective

farms.

Around the same time, Robert Owen (1771-1858) was laying the
foundétions of modern socialism in England. After working as a manager in a factory,
he established his own textile factory and managed it according to his socialist ideas.
For him, the reason for the daily increase in poverty was that wealth produced by the
development of science and technology was not shared justly. Owen proposed
communist communities as the means to alleviate the condition of workers but the
communities he established did not live long. Nevertheless, socialist. ideas started

taking root among workers.

The worker’s movement started with machine-breaking in reaction to
unemployment and then in the 1800s, moved on to establish associations,
cooperatives and trade unions. As the workers transformed from being a mob to beiﬁg
a class, their consciousﬁess also evolved from trade unionism to party consciousness
and the desire to take power. Many secret associations were established with this aim
in Europe in the 1830s. The society of the Friends of the People, The society of the
Seasons, New Seasons, Families Society, and the Communist League were the most
well-known of these associations. Among the founders, there were many famous

names such as: Flacon, Blanqui, Babeuf, Marx, Engels and Bauer. The leaders and
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members of these organizations took leading roles in the 1839 and 1848 revolutions in

France and Germany. (Beer, 1974; 509)

In the first half of the 1800s, the world was in a chaotic condition as a
result of the economical, technological, and sociological changes of the last half-
century. Old social institutions had been undermined but new ones that could create a
balance in classes positions and in society had not yet been established. Injustice in the
distribution of wealth caused tension throughout the continent. Europe had passed
through second revolutionary periods in 1820-24 and 1830 and now as a result of
economic crisis of 1841-42 everyone lived in expectation and fear from another
revolution. And it took part in 1848. In this period, the fast-developing industrial
production attracted an increasing proportion of the population from vagriculture to
industry; i.e. to the cities and factories. The working class started strikes demanding
shorter working hours and higher wages and tried to prevent strike-breaking using the
funds they had established. This strengthened their belief that the only way to win

their demands was through organization and struggle.

3.2 Marx-Engels, the Social Democratic Parties and the Internationals:

The publication in 1848 of Communist Manifesto written by Marx and
Engels, closed the period of utopian socialism and started a new age in which the
proletariat came to the stage center. M. Beer states:

Before Marx, socialist ideas were powered by natural justice, humanistic

ideas and social ethics. Since Marx, however socialism has become a
political theory of a revolutionary proletariat striving for the socialization
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of productive forces. Before Marx, socialism was a vague hope; a dream.
With Marx, it became an action guide and ultimate aim of the working
class struggling for social freedom. With Marx the concepts of socialism
and proletariat become inseparable. (1974: 551)
Consequently the ideology and politics of the political party of the proletariat, that
existed as a social class at the ﬁme of the industrial revolution, could not develop
without the ideas of Marx. The idea of organizing the working class into a political

party aiming to transform the economic system into a communist one by seizing

power trough revolution echoed throughout the world.

After the 1848-49 revolts, worker’s organization in West and Central
Europe, where the worker’s movement accelerated, came together and established the
International Working Men’s Association in 1864. This association that was to be
named the First International later dissolved itself in 1876. In this period, Marx and
Engels’ views matured debating to Prodhon and the Anarchists, aﬁd the world
witnessed the Paris Commune in 1871. In the 1870’s and 1880’s, independent
national parties of the working class were founded in all European countries. These
parties called social democrat parties came together in 1889 and established the

Second International.

At the beginning of the 20th century, the economy of the system which
developed from competitive to monopoly capitalism was controlled in each sector by
a few monopolies and banks. Becoming one of the industrialized states of the period,
Germany wanted a re-distribution of the colonies which had already been shared
between England and France; North America, on the other hand had caught up with

these European giants in the industrialization race. This development corresponded to
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a similar development of the parties and unions of the working class. Powerful
workers’ parties were established in all European countries, especially in France,
Great Britain, Italy and Russia but the most perfect example among the parties of the
Second International was the workers’ movement in Germany. The German trade
unions which had 300.000 members in 1882, reached a membership of 600.000~ in
1899 and 2,5 millions in 1912. In 1912 the Social Democrat Party (SPD) in Germany
had more than 1 million members; it had gathered 34% of all the votes in the elections
and was répresented by 110 membefs of parliament. (Cliff, 1981) Because of this
success, the SPD played a determining role in the decisions taken by the Second
International. However, unfortunately during the First World War, the social
democrat parties, especially the SPD, supported the war policies of the bourgeois
governments. This support demonstrated the lack of international consciousness of
these parties and became the subject of heated discussions in the Second

International.

3.3. The Communist Parties and the Comintern

At the beginning of the 20th century there existed at least two wings in the
worker’s parties. Having their origins far back in the past, these wings became known
as reformist (right) and revolutionary (left) wings. Although the reformist wing has
preserved its name as the social democrat party until today, it surrendered the thesis
that the working class is to seize political power through a revolution and continued

the Second International under the name of the Socialist International. The
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revolutionary wing, on the other hand, gained prestige all over the world due to the
October 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. In 1919, communist parties set up all
over the world under influence of the Bolshevik Party, announced that the Second
International had collapsed and they established the Third International with the
name of the Communist International/Comintern. In this study, the development of

the communist parties participating in the Comintern will be examined.

‘From South America to.Chine; from India to Turkey, newly formed
communists parties all over the world followed the example of the Bolshevik Party
which changed its name to the Communist Party of Soviet Union (CPSU). The
Comintern declared itself a world party because of the international interest of the
working class. The communist parties, that existed almost in all countries, were the
national division of this world party. Decisions taken by the Comintern were binding
for these national sections. Due to its inability to prevent the Second World War, the
Comintern abolish itself in 1942. The union called Communist Information Office
(Cominform) was established in 1947 after the Second World War. However it was
short-lived and Cominform abolished itself in April 1955. No international
organization that unit communist party was ever formed again. Workers’ and -
communist parties of the world arranged International Summits in 1957, 1960 and
1969 and exchanged views. Also- the Fourth International established in 1938 by

the efforts of Trotsky, continued its existence without being very effective.

After the revolution that took part in Soviet Union, all over the world,

women and men workers struggled to get power. The revolutionary actions
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undertaken by the working class in order to seize power in various countries, were
unsuccessful because of the bloody repression of the bourgeoisie in most countries.
The working classes of Spain and Greece were defeated in civil wars in the 1930’s
and 1940’s. After the Second World War, Germany was divided and the DDR was
established in the East. Other countries which took names such as Hungarian Peoples
Republic, Yugoslavia Peoples Republic, Romanian Peoples Republic,
Czechoslovakian Peoples Republic, Bulgarian Peoples Republic started to advance
along the road to socialism. In subsequent years, countries such as China, Cuba,
North Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Angola.chose the socialist road. On this very
difficult and painful way many countries were unsuccessful and at the end of the
1980’s and beginning of the 1990’s the re-construction of capitalism started in most of
them. The working class once again didn’t succeed in seizing power aqd establishing

socialism just as it had failed to do so in the 1871 Paris Commune.

All over the world the working class carried out hundreds of strikes,
general strikes and demonstrations. Women and men workers came out on the streets
in support of their demands; although they won some economic and democratic
rights within the system, all their attempts to change the system were boldly repressed .
by their national bourgeois’s and international forces. For example, the socialist
government that came to power in Chile by election, was overthrown by a military
coup supported by the CIA. In most countries of South America and some European
countries dictatorships and fascist regimes were established. Similar oppressive

regimes continued to exist in Eastern Asia with the support of Western countries.
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Inspite of all this, specially in Western Europe, the working class through
its struggle won many rights such as the shortening of the working day, health
services and unemployment payments. In the 1990s, as the trade unions started to lose
their power, the working class faced the danger of losing many of these rights
obtained after long struggle. After the fall of USSR, the communist parties in many
countries of the world, either changed their names or became insignificant parties that
didn’t have any influence in the political arena. Nevertheless, in these countries where
unemployéd and homeless people, hard drug addicts, prostitutes are.numerous and the
Mafia is powerful. (Kelner, 1989; 215) The dream of a world without classes and
exploitation still exists. The downtrodden and exploited people of the 2000s will
certainly strive to reach this dream, but with different methods from those of the past
generation. Because, socialism continues to exist, just as it did yesterday, as a wish
that people think and write about and are prepared to give their lives for. Just as Marx
learned from the experience of the Paris Commune so today’s communists will learn
from the mistakes of the countries which attempted socialism. Classes, class conflicts,
exploitation go on; grasp all the wealth of the poor ones; there is an abyss gaps
between classes; nations hold each other by the throat. Humanity will continue to

struggle to get out of this chaos and to enter a peaceful world for everyone.
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CHAPTER IV

SOCIALISM ' AND WOMEN

How far back in time should one go in order to examine the history of the
socialist women’s movement ? From where should such a study start ? Possibly it
should start from the development of capitalism, when women started or were forced

to go out and sell their labour power as a commodity.

During the 18th century, women had to accept the heaviest jobs, like the
ones in British manufacturing, with the lowest pay or they were forced into
prostitution. Housewives, widows with children and unemployed women were in the
front. Women participated in all mass rebellions for bread, milk for their children, jobs

or more pay.

In order to understand this period, one should know the living and
working conditions of these working women. Relying on doctors’ reports and official |
statistics of the state, Engels described the liviqg and working conditions of workers
in his book The Condition of the Working Class in England : 15-20 year old women
were working on spinning machines and weaving tools in tex;ile factories. There were
very serious deformations in the bodies of children who started to work 12-14 hours
per day when they were only 8-9 years old. (Engels, 1974: 225) Because of the

hardness of the work, the long working hours and bad nutrition, they suffered spinal
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deformation and other serious problems. They worked in very damp, hot, dirty and
dusty places with no ventilation. Badly illuminated working places were also
unhealthy for the eyes of the workers. Continuous weakness, frequent fainting,
headaches, back pains, palpitations and nausea were among the usual complaints of
workers. The lace makers who were young girls, sat in small damp rooms. Their still
soft rib bones merged into each other as they leaned for 10-12 hours over their work.
After suffering for years from acute indigestion caused by their work positions, they
usually died of tuberculosis. The eﬁ'ect of factory work on women’s body was
harmful: insufficient development of the pelvis and hipbone deformation due to
constant bending of the back were usual. These deformations caused pains during
pregnancy and childbirth. Giving birth was more difficult for factory workers than for
other women. On the other hand the breasts of working girls developed late or not at
all. Under certain cases, menstruation started very late around 17-18 ~years old and
was irregular. Menstruation of women who did heavy work on.foot was longer and
bleeding was heavier. Miscarriages at the workbench were usual: Pregnant women
worked until the onset of labour, otherwise their wages were deducted. Also it was
not uncommon to see women giving birth near machines. Although they had the legal
right to rest 14 days during confinement, they could usually take only 3-4 or if they |

were lucky 8 days.

The difference between the demands of women who live in such different
conditions, the working women and the aristocrat/bourgeoié women, was very deep.
In other words, the demands and the world views of the women who produced lace

and those who wore it, were naturally different. Aristocrat/bourgeois women had to
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launch a struggle against the men of their own class, while they were fighting for the
right of free and independent control of property. On. the other hand, becaﬁse of their
struggle against general exploitation, working women were fighting together with
their men. (Vogel, 1990:111) This formulation of Zetkin’s in 1896 formed the
political strategy of both social democrat and later communist women. Working
women demanded humane living conditions, shorter working hours and higher pay;
beforé demanding the rights of inheritance, the vote and education. The IKD later

inherited this position.

4.1 The Views of Utopians on the Subject of Women’s Liberation

From Rousseau to Hegel women were seen as a part of nature. In spite of
this, ideas about equality between women and men began to develop. During the 18
th century doubts about the possibility of women’s liberation in the existing social
formation were increasing. In France, Fourier promised equal rights for women and
guaranteed emancipation from domestic drudgery in a socialist society. And he said:
Women are guaranteed complete equal rights within the community, and
freedom from domestic drudgery. Jobs like cooking, washing and heating
rooms are distributed equally. The emancipation of women was now
firmly linked to concepts of an alternative non-competitive society in
which the means of production were not individually
owned.(Rowbotham, 1974: 51)

Fourier, argued that general emancipation depends on women’s

emancipation and that men can not be free before women become emancipated. In
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1844 Marx and Engels accepted these thoughts of Fourier's and showed this by using
the following paragraph of his, in their book Holly Family:

The change in the historical epoch can always be determined by the
progress of women towards freedom, because in the relation of women to
man, of the weak to the strong, the victory of human nature over
brutality is most evident. The degree of emancipation of women is the
natural measure of general emancipation. (Rowbotham, 1974: 51)

Fourier supported women’s right to a fuller life, not just in his writings but
also in his cooperative communiﬁeg or phalansteries where there was complete
equality between the sexes. The Saint Simonians and Fourierists in France linked the
woman question to the struggle of the proletariat. Among the utopians, Susanne
Voilquin, Claire Demar and Jeanne Deroin, who were self-taught working women
wrote about their ideas and their experiences. They believed that women’s liberation
was inseparable from the liberation of the working class. They dreamed a time of
association, concord and harmony without industrial or sexual oppression.- Utopian
socialist Flora Tristan, who is accepted as the forerunner of socialist feminists,
argued that the liberation of women and workers are dependent on each other. In the
program of ‘The Workers Union’ (L’Union Quvriére) which was founded by her,
Tristan wrote that “The liberty of both workers and women are two inseparable and
basic problems.” (Michel, 1984: 93) Tristan showed the necessity of this alliance even
before Marx. In the 1840’s it was not easy for a woman to struggle both against men
and the regime. Tristan wrote the following statements in 1844 just before her death
from typhoid fever:

I have nearly the whole world against me. Men because I demand the

emancipation of women, the owners because I demand the emancipation
of wage-earners. (Rowbotham, 1974: 54)
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Again in the 19 th century, in England Robert Owen said that: “Down
with the kitchen, We shall destroy this little penitentiary !” and he continued:

We shall free millions of women from house-keeping. They want to work

like the rest of us. In a factory-kitchen one person can prepare from fifty

to one hundred dinners a day...We shall force machines to peel potatoes,

wash the dishes, cut the bread, stir the soup, make ice cream.
(Rowbotham, 1974: 190)

While Hegel and other thinkers of the Enlightenment were defining the
home as the place of woman and chﬂdbinh as her duty; the approaches of Fourier,
Owen, Marx and Engels to the subject are clearly revolutionary. With their
interventions this argument was turned on its head: Thus, the liberty of women was
not thought independent from the liberty of workers among the defenders of
socialism. Women workers and Marxist women took their place in the working class

socialist movement which was summarized in the third chapter.

4.2 Marx Engels and Emancipation of Women

By the 1840’s people had understood that there was a link between social
revolution and women’s liberation. But the actual nature of the link was not yet -
clearly understood. Feminism not aligned to socialism was also b‘eginning to develop
at this time. These feminists spoke of freedom for themselves. They were not

interested in workers’ rights and sometimes even hostile to them.

The aim of this study is not to discuss Marx’s and Engels’s ideas about
women in detail; it is to show the revolutionary difference of their ideas from their -

contemporaries. According to Marx the first human exploitation was of women by
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men and had its roots in the sexual division of labour. However, resolving this
exploitation, was not a central aim in his life. His priority was to resolve the

exploitation in general terms.

Marx and Engels saw woman’s role in the family and at work quite
differently. Although Marx supported protecﬁve legislation for women he never
accepted the view that it was unnatural for women to work. On the contrary he
claimed that the dissolution of the family under capitalism was necessary and would
lead to more advanced relationships between people. In Capital Marx wrote that
“however terrible and disgusting” this seemed ultimately, “by assigning as it does an
important part in the process of production outside the domestic sphere to women,
young persons, and to children of both sexes, it creates a new economical foundation
for a higher form of family and of relations between the sexes.” (Rowbotham, 1974:

74)

Marxism’s fundamental importance lies in the understanding of the
relationship of the working class to capitalism and the means necessary to destroy it in
order to create a communist society. The working class, struggling for its own
liberation through its own efforts, would realize the emancipation of everyone as well. -
Marx never made a thorough analysis of women in the way that he analysed the
exploitation of workers. His limited comments were later elaborated and developed by

Engels, Bebel and other 19" century revolutionaries.

Both Marx and Engels wrote about the women question but their writing

was not dogmatic or infallible. As Clara Zetkin pointed out, it was Marx’s philosophy
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rather than any specific guidelines that was his main contribution. “The materialist
view of history did not, it is true, give us ready-made answers to the women
question,” Zetkin wrote, “but it gave us something better: the correct and precise

method of studying and understanding the question.” (Stites, 1990: 233)

Engels wrote The Origin of the Family, Private Property and State in
1884, only one year after Marx’s death. Among Marx’s manuscripts, Engels found a
detgile’d synopsis of Lewis Morgan’s book, Ancient Society. This synopsis
confirmed his and Marx’s materialistic view of history and their analysis of “primitive”
society. Engels decided to write a special book which would develop the idea that
Marx have not had time to follow through, that the key to women’s oppression was
material and had to be seen historically. Quoted directly from Origin, without

comment, due to Engels’ clear expression of the ideas:

The first class opposition that occurs in history coincides with the
development of antagonism between man and women in monogamous
marriage, and the first class oppression coincides with that of the female
sex by the male.

Household management lost its public character. It no longer concerned
society. It became a private service; the wife became head servant,
excluded from all participation in social production.

The modern individual family is founded on the open or concealed
domestic slavery of the wife.

..within the family he is the bourgeois and the wife represents the
proletariat. (Engels, 1977: 237-45)

Marx and Engels both assumed that under communism the family as
society’s basic economic unit would disappear since the family was essential to the

capitalist, not communist economies. Engels argued that:

With the passage of the means of production into common property, the
individual family ceases to be unit of society. Private housekeeping is
transformed into a social industry. The care and education of the children
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becomes a public matter. Society takes care of all children, irrespective of
whether they born in wedlock or not. (Buckley, 1989: 25)

Any investigation of the Marxist theory -of the woman question should
begin with August Bebel’s (1840-1913) Women in the Past, Present and Future
(later renamed Woman and Socialism). Bebel was the first Marxist to see the woman
question within the framework of Marxist .theory. His book went through 58
impressions in the German, of which 50 appeared between 1879 and 1909.
(Heitlinger, 1979: 38). Bebel’s work is probably the most widely read socialist classic
of the late nineteenth century. Engels"s book the Origin was published in 1884, five
years after Bebel’s book. In later editions of Bebel’s book, he makes corrections based
on his reading of the Origin. The first edition had 180 pages, the 1883 edition 220,
the new edition of 1891 had 384 pages, while the final edition of 1895 had 472. This

book became a classic. (Vogel, 1990: 101) Bebel wrote:

The woman must seek allies, and she will find them naturally in the
proletarian movement. The conscious proletariat began a long time ago its
storming of the fortress of the class state which shelters within its bastions
the system of the domination of one sex over another, (Stites, 1990: 235)

Bebel described the struggles of middle-class women for emancipation
and he compared the oppression of women’s to that of the proletariat. “Class and
gender thus rode in tandem.” All women “can join the battle, marching in separate

columns, but fighting together.” (Stites, 1990: 235)

Marx’s daughter, Eleanor and Edward Aveling reviewed Bebel’s book in
1885. They agreed with Bebel that the oppression of women could be compared to
class oppression: “Women are the creatures of an organized tyranny of man, as the

workers are the creatures of an organized tyranny of the idlers.” (Rowbotham;
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1974:142) The review, which was later published as a pamphlet called The Women
Question, argues for emancipation using the language of the revolutionary women of
1848 and the Paris Commune. Women are shown as an important force in the

struggle for socialism.

4.3 Women in Social Democratic Parties and the Internationals

Even the last quarter of the 1800s was characterized by its darkness for
women. In addition to the Bismarck’s Germany, women were banned to hold and to
participate in the meetings in France, according to the Convention decision in 1795.
(Cliff, 1981: 36) While laws were keeping women away from membership to parties
and participation to meetings, Labor Unions were demanding women’s return to their
homes, hence staying away from the factories. Although, the anti-woman attitude of
the workers was caused by the vision of an ideal family and the traditional sexual
division of labour, they saw women as competitors in the labour market as well. By
prohibiting women from working they tried to eliminate women’s competition.
However, it had proved impossible in time to eliminate female competition and it
became impossible to continue the working class struggle without the participation of
women. The male labour movement was now therefore forced to organise women
into trade unions.

Women’s Liberation was among the topics discussed at the First

International’ . Women’s right to vote was not accepted in First International,

* Even the name of the organization was “International Working Men’s Association.”
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However, Marx produced proposals which defend women’s rights and which
safeguard the interests and future of the whole working class. Marx also
recommended the active participation of women in politics. In 1871 a rule, which was
proposed by Marx and was accgpted by the International was applied:
Women’s groups will be formed iﬁ the International’s organisations but
organisations which contain men and women together will not be
disregarded. (Vogel, 1990: 76)
‘The effective application of this proposal required the seriousness of all
men at every level of this matter. Hov;rever this proposal of Marx formed the first step

to accepting the necessity of women’s right to form independent organisations within

the mass movement.

As mentioned before, until 1908, in most parts of the Germany there was
a law which forbade women to join a political party. Therefore the. SPD devised
special techniques to reach the thousands of women joining the work force. They
organised hundreds of educational societies for women, reading and discussion
groups, or “mutual-help societies.” These were autonomous, but aligned to the party.
The members were either workers or the wives of SPD workers. These groups had
their own conferences, sent delegates to SPD congresses, canvassed for SPD electoral

candidates, raised money for the SPD and published articles in the party press.

The first ever women’s meeting was held by the German Social
Democrats and called Bebel’s listeners to support the Social Democratic movement.
(Stites, 1990: 234) In 1891 the SPD at its Erfurt Congress accepted a program which

contained systematic demands about women. (Mahaim, 1992: 41) Besides this, the
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Congress founded ‘Women Agitation Commission’ in order to centralize the women’s
movement and tie it to the SPD. In 1896 Clara Zetkin's pamphlet named The

Question of Women Workers and Women at the Present Time was published.

In 1889, ten years after Bebel’s Women and Socialism and hundred years
after the French Revolution, the Second International held its founding Congress in
Paris. Clara Zetkin who was one of the best known members of the SPD, delivered a
major address on the women question. Thus a women social déemocrat made the
Second International face the women question, during its opening Congress. All
following congress’ faced women’s demands and made decisions about their
problem. In this congress Zetkin carried her thesis of “the need for special
organization of political work among women within the socialist movement”

international meeting of the working class.

According to Zetkin, Bebel’s book was “not just a book, but an event.”
However she rejected his sympathy to feminists. Zetkin’s position influenced the
leadership of the SPD who until then had held a tolerant attitude towards bourgeois
feminists. (Stites, 1990': 237) The women’s suffrage movement attained international '
recognition with the founding of the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance in
1904. Zetkin labeled this a “ladies rights” movement, and called for “a class war”

instead of “a battle of the sexes.” (Stites, 1990: 237)

* Second International organised 8 congresses: 1891 Brussels, 1893 Zurich, 1896 London -a private
meeting of 30 socialist women delegates took place- 1900 Paris, 1904 Amsterdam, 1907 Stuttgart,
1910 Kophenagen, 1912 Bale.
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In 1890 at the Halle Congress of the German SPD, the publication of a
newspaper, directed at women workers was discussed. In 1891 the first issue of the
newspaper Die Arbeiterin (Working Women) which was edited by C. Zetkin was
published. One year later the name was changed to Die Gleichheit (Equality). The
sub heading was In the Intérest of Working Women. The target mass of this
newspaper with 2000 print in circulation were advanced women. It was not for the
broad mass of working women, but for leaders. According to Zetkin the magazine
was for th;e “more advanced womeﬁ comrades”, in other words. those who were
organising among women. Its main role was “to provide an educational and
promotional influence within the movement and its theoretical and organisational
quality ought not to be sacrificed for some alleged mass attraction.” (Stites, 1990:

238)

The political conditions of Tsarist Russia were different ffom Germany.
Both the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP) and membership of
trade unions was prohibited. In spite of all this, the lives of Krupskaya and Kollontai
are among the examples of how Marxist women participated in the workers socialist

movement with the help of secret groups.

By the year 1900, the ideas of Bebel and Zetkin on women were widely
known in social democratic circles in Russia. Nadejda Krupskaya’s book; The
Women Worker which was published in 1900 and carried the effects of Bebel and
Zetkin was the first original study related to the subject of women in Russia. In the 24

pages of this illegal booklet, first the lives and working conditions of Russian working .
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women are described and then the dependence of women’s emancipation on the
struggle of both men and women to destroy capitalism was explained. Until the
publication of Alexandra Kollontai’s The Social Basis of the Women Question in
1909, this book of Krupskaya’s remained as the only book about working women in
Russia. Alexandra Kollontai criticised the feminist Women’s Union in her book for
their narrow demands about education and rights. Kollantai claimed that as a result of
their work “the bourgeois ideal that recognizes woman as a female rather than as a
person has acquired a special halo of progressives.” (Buckley, 1989: 54) Only the
Social Democrats could provide a solution for women v\;orkers. Kollontai, Armand
and other Bolshevik women discussed the theoretical and practical implications of
work, marriage, divorce, and sexuality for women but they did this in a different
context from the ‘bourgeois feminists’. Kollontai rejected the narrow reformist goals
of bourgeois feminists and argued that working-class women mu.sti be active as
socialists in order to promote revolution. In response to the feminists’ call for unity
Kollontai stated “a sober examination of reality reveals that this unity does not and

cannot exist.” In Kollontai’s view, the “victory of the women’s cause depends on the

victory of the common proletarian cause.” (Buckley, 1989: 54)

The first demands about women in Russia did not appear in the RSDLP
party program until 1903. The “proletarian women’s movement” in Russia had two
stages. The first (1905-1908) was led chiefly by A. Kollontai. In this period responses
to the feminists were spontaneous while within the party itself there was disagreement

about the value of political work among socialist women. The second period (1913-
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1914) supervised from abroad was an official enterprise of the Bolshevik Party in
exile and was led by Inessa Armand, Krupskaya and others. Bolsheviks rejected the
idea of a separate women’s organisation for a long time. Men and women had to take
their places in the same party, Having separate organisations would have been
divisive. “Their interests were the same and therefore separate organizations for
socialist women were unnecessary. Theoretically it was class that defined interests, not
gender. But in reality differences between the sexes were evident.’i (Buckley, 1989:
63) Consequently the backwardnes.s of women made a separate organisation
obligatory. Kollontai had first called for a special party apparatus to work among
women in 1906. But this separate organistion became a women’s section “totally

under the control of the party.” (Buckley, 1989: 64)

At the beginning of January 1913, Pravda which was the daily newspaper
of the Bolshevik’s, started to publish a special supplement which was called Work and
Life of Working Women. The vast number of letter received in response to this
supplement caused the decision of the Bolshevik Party to have a special publication
for women. This was the first Russian Marxist Journal devoted to women. (Stites:
1990: 242) The name of this journal was Rabotnitsa (Women Worker). Many leading
women like Krupskaya, I. Armand, A. Ulyanovna -Lenin’s sister- worked in the
editorial committee of this journal. The first issue of this journal, with a print run of
12.000, was ready on 8th of March 1914. Rabotnitsa’s editorial policy was “to bring
politically backward women into the socialist movement.” (Cliff, 1981: 116) To

explain to women that the only system that can liberate women workers is socialism
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and to have them take their place beside revolutionary men comrades were the aims

of this journal.

Besides all these developments women continued to face the attacks of
male comrades. Both Rosa Luxemburg and Clara Zetkin showed great consistency in
their criticisms of revisionist tendencies and as é result the leaders under attack used to
malicious witticisms and sexist joking to ‘put women in their place.” At the Stuttgart
party coﬁfgrence in 1898, Zetkin attacked the party executive. In his reply, Ingaz
Auer said in what was intended as a j'oke “If that is the oppressed sex, then what on
the earth will happen when they are free and enjoy equal rights?”(Heitlinger, 1979:
41) Another strategy used by these men was to personally attack the women leaders.

Auer did this at the Mainz party conference in 1900:

Of course the nervous excitement of our women is, regrettably, easy
enough to understand if we remember that despite years of exhausting
work they have only had minimal success... The trouble is that there are
too few women comrades in the party. I wish there were many more. The
few who are have to do all the work are overloaded and thus prone to
become bad-tempered. So it comes about that they sometimes make life
miserable for us, even though we are not to blame. (Heitlinger, 1979, 41)
This kind of attitude was to be found in all questions relating to sex
equality. As a Ms. Kahler pointed out at the Gotha party conference in 1896, “many
comrades make such a joke of the women question that we really have to ask
ourselves: Are those really party comrades who advocate equal rights?” (Heitlinger,

1979; 41) It became an easy option for men to close an uncomfortable discussion with

a woman comrade by making a sexist joke.
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The European socialist women held their own conference during the
Stuttgart congress of the Second International in August 1907. This meeting is known
as the First International Socialist Women’s Conference. 58 delegates from 15
countries participated in this conference. Clara Zetkin led the demand for women’s
suffrage and she became the secretary of the new International Women’s Burequ
which was set up. Two basic principles were endorsed at this conference: suffrage for
all, and no co-operation with bourgeois feminists. However some socialists, both
women and men were against these éctivities as they saw them as the beginnings of

feminism in the labour movement.

The Second International Women’s Socialist Conference took place in
Copenhagen in 1910. Hundred women and men from 17 countries participated in this
conference. Zetkin capped her victory with a resolution condemning any kind of
limited suffrage campaign “as a falsification and humiliation of the very principle of
political equality for women.” Zetkin then proposed that 8th of March should be
celebrated as ‘International Women’s Day’ in the socialist movement. Zetkin’s
proposal was accepted with enthusiasm by the Conference. By 1911 International
Women’s Day was being celebrated in Germany, Austria, Denmark, Switzerland, and

the United States and in 1913, in Russia.
The Third International Socialist Women’s Conference was planned to

take place in Vienna in August 1914, but was not convened because of the outbreak

of the First World War.
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Until the 1917 October Revolution many Marxist/revolutionary women
joined the ranks of the Social Democrat Parties. Some of them were accepted as
leaders. Some famous ones were: Clara Zetkin who was one of the leading members
of the SPD and founder member of the Second International, Rosa Luxembourg
who shone like a star in the Second International’s 1893 Zurich Congress when she
was not more than 23; Alexandra Kollontai who was a member of the central
committee of the Bolshevik Party during the October Revolution in Tsarist Russia;
and Angelica Balabanova who was. a member of both the Italian Socialist Party
Central Committee (1912) and the Second International’s ‘International Socialist
Bureau’ and who worked for the ‘Comintern Secretariat’. These women were not
only important for the social democratic movements in their own countries, but also

they were the leading women of the world social democrat movement.

" The daily political lives of these women are out of the scope of this study.
However, it is useful to see a few details from the lives of these women, who were

struggling for socialism in Tsarist Russia:

The ‘professional’ Social Democratic women revolutionary were
economically independent and educationally fit to carry on continuous
revolutionary activity as a way of life full-time, or at least most of the
time. As in the past, women played a variety of revolutionary roles.
Wealthy dilettantes made donations; the well-connected established the
necessary liaisons with society. Those who had a deeper commitment
usually began political work as organizers and teachers. Some women
went directly to communications, acting as couriers and smugglers and
forming the links of the human chain which bound the labour centers
together and to the emigration. When not on the move, they maintained
conspiratorial flats where they hid weapons or literature. Those who
displayed administrative talents were assigned by the émigré Party leaders
to hold meetings, convey instructions, make appointments and transfers,
purge undesirables, and plan operations. When armed violence was
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scheduled, as in 1905, women gave medical and logistical support and
when necessary fought on the barricades as well. Upon this pool of female
administrative talent, the Bolsheviks were to draw heavily during the
Civil War.

Most radical women married men of the same political faith. Weddings
were often concluded behind bars or in Siberia. Children of underground
couples had to be taught the virtues of secrecy and furtive ways and to
help conceal incriminating materials when the gendarmes appeared. The
little daughter of the Bolshevik agent, Drabkina, wondered why her
mother sewed mercury caps and fuses into her brassiere and why she
seemed to gain and lose weight as she traveled from flat to flat... Children
were genuinely confused by the fact that their parents, who taught them
-always to be truthful, were forever lying about their comings and
goings...In the and, these young women, who bore such strange
underground code names as Bunny, Falcon, Gangster, and Beast, were
important to the revolutionary movement Again the men were in charge
both of long-range policy and, in most cases, of everyday operations.
Apart from the psychological advantages that their presence lent to the
movement, the female cadres provided it with a significant reserve of
talent, but at the second level of leadership. (Stites, 1990: 274-77)

4.4 The October Revolution, Comintern and Women

4.4.1 Lenin’s Position

The 1917 October Revolution affected the whole world. Its most
important effect was on the Social Democratic Worker Parties. As mentioned in
Chapter III, Social Democratic Parties had been divided and communist parties were
newly formed. These parties, formed after 1917, got together in 1919 and declared
both the exhaustion of the Second International and the formation of the Third
International, which is known as the Communist International/Comintern. 1t is

worth exploring the views of V.I.U. Lenin on women, as the leader of the Bolshevik
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party, which realized the first workers’ revolution in October 1917, before explaining

the views of those parties about the emancipation of women.

Lenin’s position on women reflected the work of Marx, Engels and Bebel.
He agreed Vthat women were oppressed both at work and at home and believed that
the path to their emancipation was through socialist revolution. He supported the
organization of women mostly because of the value it would have for the revolution.
Lenin wrote theoretical arguments on women and referred to practical policy goals,
relating to the concrete task of agitating for revolution in Russia and then building
socialism. Lenin encouraged women to participate in administrative jobs in the
factories and the state, which was essential to equality. (Kadin Sorunu Uzerine, 1975:
61) Lenin believed that women should reflect their will to achieve equality which
could not be guaranteed only by laws. He further stated that: “until working women
conquered their oppressions and took advantage of their new rights, the proletariat
could not enjoy its freedom.” Although Lenin believed that socialism represented an
advance for women, he cautioned that “it is far from equality in law to equality in

life.” (Buckley, 1989: 27)

Speaking at the 4th Moscow City Conference of Non-Party Working |
Women in 1919, Lenin argued that there was a "double task." The first was "relatively
simple and easy" regarding the changing of "those old laws that kept women in a
position of inequality."” But the second task would be more difficult to accomplish.

Up to the present the position of women has been such that it is called a

position of slavery. Women are crushed by their domestic dragger, when

we shall pass on from small household economy to social economy and to

social tilling of the soil. Only then will women be fully free and
emancipated. It is a difficult task. (Bell & Offen, 1983: 228)
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Laws alone would not abolish "household bondage." At the first All-
Russian Women's Congress in 1918, Lenin said the following about housework:

Not withstanding all the liberating laws that have been passed, women

continues to be a domestic slave, because petty housework crushes,

strangles, stultifies and degrades her, chains her to the kitchen and to the
nursery, and wastes her labour on barbarously, unproductive, petty, nerve-
wracking, stultifying and crushing drudgery. The real emancipation of
women, real communism, will begin only when a mass struggle (led by
the proletariat in power) is started against this petty domestic economy, or
rather when it is transformed on a mass scale into large-scale socialist

_economy...Do we devote sufficient attention to this question which,

theoretically, is indisputable for every communist? Of course not...

(Bassnett, 1986: 64-65)

To bring women into ‘common productive labour’ Lenin supported the
development of canteens, public dining rooms, nurseries and kindergartens, thus
offering a public solution to private household tasks. Lenin supported easy divorce,
access to abortion and the distribution of information on birth control, to ease the

personal stresses of domestic life. Such measures, promoted by the workers’ state,

would bring women in the economy and in politics.

The promise of equality and emancipation in the new communist society
was granted to women, but nobody knew how it would be realized. Every Marxist
(Bebel, Zetkin, Lenin, Kollontai) suggested that women should join the struggle of the -
proletariat for emancipation, because women’s emancipation would follow proletarian
;evoluﬁon. It was then the time to put those promises into practice. Many rights were
gained with the laws passed in 1918, but these were ‘bourgeois democratic’ rights
which could also be gained by the women in capitalist societies. According to
Kollontai and Armand, the revolution would reach its socialist essence only after it

had changed the daily life of women. Women like men had to participate in
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production, they had to use their labour both for the development of society and their
own emancipation from the slavery of housework. Women had to become workers
and “mothers not only to your own children but to all children of the workers and
peasants.” (Mullaney, 1983: 74) The promises given to women before the revolution
would only be realized when women were freed from the unproductive, boripg,
stifling, enslaving, time-wasting work of the nuclear family, when this unproductive

housework done by every women repeatedly was done away with.

4.4.2 Soviet Practice

The 1917 socialist revolution gave the Marxists the change to put their
ideas to test. After the 1917 October revolution, A Kollontai held the position of
Social Security People’s Commisar in the first revolutionary government. I. Armand
became the chairwomen of Zhenodel, which was a women’s organization, connected
to the Bolshevik party set up in 1919. Both of them started to work with all their
energy to bring about the emancipation of women in a workers’ state. In the
meantime, Soviet Union took some precautionary measures to improve the conditions
of the labour class as well as women in their lives and working condition. Soviet law
had institutionalized some of the more controversial "dissenting" proposals of the last
hundred years, intending to enhance the status of women through radical modification

of the laws on labour, marriage, abortion, and education.
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The new Marriage Code of 1918 eliminated the male discrimination under
law and realized equality of both sexes against law. Restrictions on divorce were
quickly lifted. Legal marriage procedures commenced in government offices ending
church control. Women would not lose their legal identity after marriage and they
could continue to use their name if they wishe&. Mothers and fathers had the same
responstbility for upbringing their child. If the parents were not willing or able to do
so, government would take care qf the children. Children from non-registered
marriages were also granted the same rights as children of registered ones. The status
of "illegitimate" was removed by article 133 which instructed that, "actual descent is
regarded as the basis of the family, without any difference between relationship
established by legal or religious marriage or outside marriage.” (Buckley, 1989: 36)
Abortion performed freely and without charge. Single parents received preferential
- treatment regarding housing and créche places, and there was no social stigma

atta}ched to illegitimacy or living alone.

In 1936, Trotsky explained in his book "Revolution Betrayed", what they
had planned after the revolution:

The revolution made a heroic effort to destroy the so-called family hearth
that archaic, stuffy, and stagnant institution in which the women of the
toiling classes performs galley labour from childhood to death. The place
of the family as a shut-in petty enterprise was to be occupied, according to
the plans, by a finished system of social care and accommodation:
communal kitchens, nurseries, legalized abortion, maternity houses, child-
care centers, kinder gardens, schools, social dining room, social laundries,
first-aid stations, hospitals, sanatoria. (Trotsky, 1991; 105)

In spite of the views of all the leaders of October Revolution that

socialism could not become a reality without the emancipation of women; and in spite
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of all their efforts in this direction, emancipation was very ‘difficult’ as Lenin stated.
However the Soviet Union did succeed in bringing women out of their homes, into
the public sphere and into the production process. It is even said that the reason for
the survival of the Soviet Union, in spite of all the negative conditions, was the
“Soviet women’s miraculous créativity”. George St. George wrote that “Women’s’

cooperation was necessary and they gave it.” (George, 1987: 46)

‘Nevertheless, efnancipatio’n of women was not as easy'as the declaration
of the principlés. The colossal hardships of 1920s of starvation, disease and civil war,
the precariousness of the new state, the conservative attitudes embedded in Russian
society, and the lack of firm practical commitment on the part of many Bolshevik
leaders to promote equality of sexes, the unreceptiveness of working women to it, as

well as women's resistance to attacks on the family unit, worked against them.

4.5 The Comintern and Women

A new International came into existence in 1919 in Moscow. In June
1920, The First Communist Women's Conference was held in conjunction with
Second Congress of the new Third International. Twenty one women representing
nineteen countries met in Moscow. They elected Clara Zetkin as the Secretary and
hence gained a representative on the women's movement on the Executive Committee
of the Comintern.

A celebratory meeting in the Bolshoi Theater with an orchestra and an
audience of local factory women was followed by two days of discussions
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in the Kremlin. Delegates proclaimed their commitment to women's

emancipation and socialist revolution. The victory of communism was

expected to bring with it the liberation of women. A connection between

the emancipation of female sex and the emancipation of labour had long

been acknowledged by socialist theorists. (Waters, 1989: 33)

The Third International made a commitment to women’s emancipation
"not only on paper, but in reality, in actual fact" (Waters, 1989: 33) in the Theses on

the Communist Women's Movement. This was a long document ratified by the

Third Congress of the Communist International in 1921.

During the Russian revolution there was a great deal of discussion of the
issues of housework and the role it played in the subordination of women. These
were the subjects for discussion: household, its economic function, social effects, and
possible substitutes. An influential member of the Dutch Communist Party, Henriette
Roland Holst, described the routine of household as follows:

Alone in her kitchen or in her small apartment, [the women] performs the

work that is essential for the upkeep of the household. She stands in front

of her stove or she sits and mends clothes, whatever she does, the work
demands all her concentration. She is never free; there are always other
jobs she could be doing. Even if she is lucky enough to have a husband
who is good to her, she is still a slave to the polishing and cleaning and
cooking and darning and can never say that her work is done. (Waters,

1989: 33) -

Alexandra Kollontai argued that the work performed free of charge by the
housewife for her family should become the responsibility of the community and that
the ‘socialization’ of domestic life was an integral part of the creation of a communist

society. Inessa Armand, the first head of the Bolsheviks’ women's departments’

(Zhenotdel), spoke to the ‘All-Union Congress of Working and Peasant Women’ in
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November 1918. She argued that domestic servitude must cease at once and "not in
some distant future.”

The bourgeois system is being done away with. We have entered the
period of socialist construction. Private, separate domestic economies
have become harmful anachronisms which hold up and make more
difficult the carrying out of new forms of distribution. They must be
abolished. The tasks carried out earlier by the housewife for her family
within her tiny domestic economy must become independent branches of
social labour. We must replace the thousand and millions of tiny,
individual economies with their primitive, unhealthy and badly-equipped
kitchens and primitive wash tubs by clean and shining communal
‘canteens, communal laundries, run not by working women/housewives
but by people paid specially to do the job. (Waters, 1989: 33)

As we can see from the above, communist women were not only aware of
the necessity to abolish domestic labour for their emancipation but also they held the
necessary power to realize their demands. It was impossible for feminists in other
European countries not to be affected by this extraordinary condition.

In France an independent feminist newspaper, Voix des Femmes, wrote

enthusiastically about the aims and activities of the Bolsheviks and several

of its contributors joined the fledgling French Communist Party. In

September 1921, Voix des Femmes included a front-page article by C.

Rappoport entitled "Why should women be communist ?". Another

feminist paper, La Lutte Féministe (The Feminist Struggle), changed its

name to La Lutte Féministe pour le Communisme (The Feminist Struggle

for Communism). (Waters, 1989: 36)

Returning to the First Communist Women's Conference, however we -
find that none of the delegates made any mention of Marx's claim that the family
would ‘wither away,” nor did they talk about how more egalitarian family structures

could be achieved. In the section on work methods under capitalism, the Theses

mentions:
...egoistic morality, condemned prostitution, and demand an end to the

double morality; communists in precapitalist countries were instructed to
eliminate superstitions, customs, moral values, religious and legal norms
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which reduce the women to the role of domestic slave, working for her
husband and serving his pleasure. (Waters, 1989: 36)

Although the Theses did not deal with the family and fertility, influential
women in the Third International were concerned with these issues. A.Kollontai saw
the family as an institution of Bourgeois oppression and believed family relations
between men and women and between parents and children would be transformed in
the transition to socialism.,

"The Theses set out the organizational structure of communist women's
movement. An International Women's Secretariat (IWS) would be set up with
three to six members elected by the International Communist Women's Conference.
The secretariat would be represented on the Executive Committee of the Communist
International (ECCI). In addition women's agitational commission were to be set up at
every level by national communist parties and these would also be represented on
relevant party committees, where they would have a full vote on women’s issues and

a consultative vote on other issues.

The Theses set out in detail what the different levels of the organization
would do. At locality lgvel the agitational committees would bring women into party |
campaigns, give training (theoretical and practical) and produce a page for the local
party paper. At district level their job was to distribute literature, and start campaigns.
The national committees, in addition to the major duty of coordination of the activities
described as above, would publish a journal. The International Women's Secretariat’s
duties were to maintain networks of national committees; collect information and

agitational material; publish a journal; and organise international conferences.
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Communist International continued the tradition inherited from the
Second International which rejects the alliance of proletarian and bourgeois women.

Communism, the great emancipator of the female sex, can never be the

result of the united struggle of women of all classes for the transformation

of bourgeois society... It can be achieved only and exclusively by the
united class struggle of women and men of the exploited against the

privileges and power of the exploited classes. (Waters, 1989: 38)

The Theses also defined the relationship between the women's movement
and the party in a couple of sentences: parties were obliged to organize the women's
movement; the local and national women’s commissions were to maintain close
contact with the national party, and refer all decisions to the appropriate party
committee for ratification. Due to parties not demonstrated sufficient attention for
putting these resolutions into action, Clara Zetkin made the following criticisms at the
Third Congress of Comintern in 1921, while 605 delegates of 103 organisation from
52 countries were listening:

The progress of communist women’s movement in more countries was

achieved without the support of the communist party, and yes, in same

places even in spite of the communist party’s open or secret resistance.

Women’s action was seen as secondary to political or trade union action

and not as an important part of the proletarian liberation struggle. (Kadin

Sorunu Uzerine, Undated: 83-88)

These serious criticisms were stated at the highest level meeting of
communists in Lenin’s presence. Another delegate, Lucie Colliard who was member
of the French Communist Party, made a similar evaluation:

Comrades, I am speaking on behalf of the women communists, but first of

all I must make it clear that I have been sent here by a communists party

which has never done anything to attract women to its rank. (Waters,
1989: 49)
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In spite of criticisms made at Comintern Congresses, parties made no
special efforts to recruit women to the party: in October 1922, L'Quvriére (Women
Worker), the journal of the French Communist women, was not published because of
the economic problems of the party and five year later it was closed. Another example
of this lack of interest on women was the French Communist Party’s 1925 meeting
to commemorate Paris Commune which took place on 8th of March and the party
recommended to the women “to move their celebration of International Women’s

Day to another date.” (Waters, 1989: 50)

In the mid-1920s the fact that women like Clara Zetkin, Inessa Armand
and Alexandra Kollontai left the International Women's Secretariat was the biggest
blow to the women’s movement. Zetkin was too busy with the Comintern, Inessa
Armand died of cholera in 1920, and Kollontai left active politics and was virtually
exiled to a diplomatic job in Norway. The women who replaced them were not so
committed to women’s issues and not in such high positions in the party. The leaders
changed, so did the policies. By the end of the decade the main thrust of their work

was on the issues of access to paid employment and participation in factory struggles.

Despite the lack of interest of the national parties, the communist women's
movement was well organised at an international level until the mid-1920s. They
published journals and in 1921 opened a bureau in Berlin to co-ordinate work in
Western Europe. However this was closed in 1924 and the official journal, Die

Kommunistische Fraueninternationale, stopped publication the following year. The
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last international conference of the women’s movement was held in 1926. During the
Comintern’s 1924 congress, it was decided that International Women’s Secretariat
(IWS) members would no longer be elected by the International Women's
Conference, but appointed by Comintern’s Executive Committee. In April 1926 the
IWS lost its independence and became the women's department of the ECCI. The last

international communist women’s conference took place in 1926. (Waters, 1989: 53)

‘By the end of 1920’s the shadow of fascism was being felt; party purges
and farm collectivization in the USSR had started; and Zhenodel had been closed
down and any special reference to women’s subordination in communist propaganda
or campaigning came to be regarded as a capitulation to bourgeois feminism. The
women movement's aim was no longer the advancement of women but their

mobilization for the advancement of the Comintern.

4.6 Women Against War and Fascism

The 1930s were the years during which united popular front politics was
put on the agenda by Comintern and during the rise of fascism, the anti fascist
struggle took stage center. The struggle against fascism took priority for women in all
European countries, especially in Germany, Italy, France and Spain. The great
Depression of the 1930s threatened women’s employment both in industry and the
professions which were gained during the 1920's. Communist women appealed to

women and men to unite in the struggle for women’s rights and against
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unemployment, anti-feminism, fascism and war. At the Second Reichskongress of
Working Women held in Belin in 1930. The following declaration was issued end of
the Congress:

The Second Reichskongress of Working Women summons all working
women in city and countryside to fight with us for this great aim-and to
struggle for the advancement of women, through:

full equality for women,

higher wages, equal wages for equal work,

a seven hour day at full wages,

adequate protection for mother and child,

revocation of the abortion restriction.

*

e % o= %

The Second Reichskongress calls upon working women to join the ranks

of the army of millions of battle-ready proletarians:

* for the offensive against fascism,

* against the threatened danger of war,

* against a government of hunger and slavery,

* for a free Socialist Germany. (Bell & Offen, 1983: 365-66)

The document ended as follows:

Long live the struggle to liberate women from exploitation and slavery !

Long live the unified revolutionary struggle of workers in town and

countryside !

Long live the struggle for liberation of the exploited of the world !

(Bell & Offen, 1983: 365-66)

These calls were quite interesting to demonstrate the understanding of
communist women prior to second World War. Not only in Germany but in virtually
all European countries organisations called Anti-Fascist Women’s Fronts were set up.
These organisations met in Paris at the World Women’s Congress in August 1934. At
this Congress The Women’s Committee Against War and Fascism was formed. More
than 1000 women -workers, housewives, intellectuals, office workers, peasants,

leaders and students, both communist party members and non-members joined

this committee. (Kovalski, Blinova, 1978:.55) (my own emphasis)
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The Congress called the women of all countries to oppose fascism and
war, to support the wars of liberation of exploited and oppressed peoples,
to defend democratic freedoms and to struggle for women’s liberation in
full sense. The International Women’s Committee, which was made up of
women of many different political and religious beliefs of every age,
did a lot of work for the shared struggle to support Republican Spain and
in uniting in the fight against fascism both in Germany and in other
countries. (Kovalski, Blinova, 1978: 55) (my own emphasis)

It is worth noting that the call was made to “communist party and non-
party members” and women of “different political and religious beliefs.” Along
with fhe Comintern’s decisions of the wunited-popular front, the politics of the
women’s movement had also changed. With front politics the formation of women’s
organisations which were not just made up of communist women but wider

organisations attracting larger numbers of women came onto the agenda.

As fascism and war enveloped the world communist women put all their
energy into the fight against fascism, because fascism had erased all the gains that

women had made up to that time.

In Nazi Germany, it was systematically doctrinized to treat women as a
creature and a tool to supply manpower and soldiers to the national-
socialist state by giving birth to children and dependence on husbands.
Under the slogan of 3K (Kinder, Kirsche, Kitchen), Nazi Germany
became the first state to dismiss married women from public positions. It -
was banned for the girls to enter into high schools and new institutions
were established for them to become good housewives. Baccalaureate
degree was limited to ten percent and medical doctorship was banned for
women. Women were regarded as a kind of animal according to the Nazi
doctrine and family was the only natural medium for them to live in.
(Michel, 1984: 124)

Even this short paragraph provides sufficient explanation why women undertook the
struggle against fascism. Just as women had fought for socialism for their own

liberation, they fought fascism also for the same cause.
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One of the most difficult struggles against fascism took place in Spain
before the Second World War. Women played an important role in the fight against
fascist general Franco, who assaulted an elected republican government in June 17,
1936. Spanish Communist Party leader Dolores Ibarruri’s (La Pasionaria) rousing
exhortations kept the resistance alive. She was on radio and speaking in mass public
meetings and via countless loudspeakers installed on every street corner and public
square; her words, burning with passionate intensity, gripping the imagination of the
world. “Better to die on your feet than to live on your knees” she chanted, and she
became a legend in words. (Mullaney, 1983: 212) La Pasionaria’s speeches were
geared specifically to women, and she taught women how to back up their husbands
and sons at the front by actively participating in the defense of the city.

In one especially memorable speech, she encouraged women to fight with

knives or any other weapons at their disposal, even to pour boiling water

on their attackers, if necessary. The women of Madrid heeded

Pasionaria’s words, building barricades, digging trenches, organizing

collective dining rooms and laundries, running soup kitchens for refugees

and first aid stations for victims of fifth-column sniping. (Mullaney, 1983:

213)

Inspired by her speeches, more than 100,000 women joined into anti-
fascist committees, and published a communist women’s magazine: Companera. As
the Spanish head of the International Women’s Committee Against War and
Fascism, Ibarruri’s continued the work she had begun before the war, uniting women
from all republican parties into a common anti-fascist front.

Many of her speeches and writings also praised women who had died

while fighting the fascists, given blood to the victims of war, or followed

dead husbands and sons to the front. Millions of Spanish women, as they
sent their loved ones into battle, repeated another of Ibarruri’s famous
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battle cries; “It is better to be the widow of a hero than the wife of a
coward’ .” (Mullaney, 1983: 215)

In all the countries invaded by the Germans in the Second World War,
(that is the Soviet Union, Poland, France, Greece, Holland and Yugoslavia, i.e.)
women joined resistance orgaﬁisations and partisan divisions. In Germany too,
Jewish/ communist women fought against the Nazis. Although the fight against
fascism carried on mostly by Jewish and communist women, hardly appeared in the
official histories, yet this stfuggle continued even in the concentration camps. When
the World reached 1945; after 50 million deaths, when the whole World was sick and
tired of a bloody war, crippled, ill, and hungry, the communist and anti-fascist women

founded the International Democratic Women Federation (IDWF).

At the Congress of the French Women’s Union held in June afier the war,
many anti-fascist women’s organisations from different countries weré present. The
representatives of national women’s organisations (such as: Women’s Union of
Belgium, All Greece Women’s Federation, Spanish Women’s Union, Luxembourg
Women’s Union, Anti-Fascist Soviet Women’s Committee, i.e.) who participated in
this Congress, took thp decision to organise an international women’s congress. A .
committee made up of representatives from various women’s organisations drafted
the principles and program of the international organisation which they planned to set
up. “As a result of the call made by the Congress another congress was held in the
Mutualite building in Paris in November 1945 in order to set up an international

organisation.” (Kovalski, Blinova, 1978:55) 850 women delegates and guests from 40

* Same statement was used by IKD in 1970s to stimulate women against fascist attacks.
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countries participated in the Congress. These women came from concentration camps,
resistance organisations and partisans divisions, in other words they came from the
line of fire, from the front line. The pain they felt for the deaths of their husbands and
lovers, daughters and sons, sisters and brothers, had not yet faded. The psychology of
these women is best shown in the oath that was passed at the IDWO:
...to defend the political, economic, civil and social rights of women, to
fight for the establishment of conditions which are indispensable for the
‘harmonious and happy development of our children and future
generations, to fight untiringly for the destruction of fascism in whatever
from it may appear, and for the establishment of a truly democratic order
in every country, to fight untiringly to secure lasting peace in the world...
(IKD, I GAWR: 20)

For these women who had just emerged from the pain of war ‘peace’ was the most

important desire.

Eugenie Cotton, a physicist and member of the French Resistance was
elected the first chairwoman of the IDWO. She remained in this position until the end
of her life. From June 1969 to March 1974, Hertta Kuusinen of Finland held the post.
The Federation brought together women’s organisation from countries with different
socio-political systems. In 1976 the IDWF had 120 member organisations from 103

countries.

According to the constitution of the IDWF, the highest authority of the
organisation was the Congress which was to be held every 4 years. Afier the 1945

Paris Congress, congresses were held in Budapest in 1948, in Copenhagen in 1953, in

* In spite of this size, the IDWF was not mentioned in scores of sources that was searched in. This
can be seen as another form of ignoring or being invisible.
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Vienna in 1958, in Moscow in 1963, in Helsinki in 1969, in Berlin in 1975 and in
Prague in 1985. It was the Secretariat’s responsibility to carry at the decisions of the
leadership. The Secretariat worked from the headquarters of the IDWF in Berlin from
1951 to 1989. After the GDR was erased from the scene of history the IDWF which
no longer had any real function ﬁloved its headquarters to the French Women’s Union
in Paris. The IDWF received the Peace Messenger Awards from the United Nations

for the year 1987-88 an account of its contribution to peace.

The IDWF also played a part in the declaration of 1975 as UN
International Women’s Year and 1975-85 as Women Decade. It was among the
organisers and participants of the World Women’s Congress held in Mexico in 1975,

Copenhagen in 1980, Nairobi in 1985, and Moscow in 1987. (Tarakgioglu, 1989: 23).
IKD inherited such a women’s socialist movement experience when it was

established in 1975. Adopting the principles of IDWF, IKD was accepted for

membership to IDWF. How IKD was founded will be analyzed in the next Chapter.
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CHAPTER V

WOMEN IN SOCIALIST MOVEMENT IN TURKEY

5.1 Brief History of the Socialist Movement in Turkey

The history of the socialist movement in Turkey merits a full-length study
in its own right. Within the limits of this study only a short summary is possible. Every
summary carries within itself the danger of oversimplification and the problems are
even greater when the summary relates to a historical period. Bearing this in mind, it
will be attempted to give an outline of the main events in the development of the

socialist movement in Turkey.

In the 19th century, the Ottoman Empire stretched from the Balkans to
the Caucasus to the Middle East. It was inevitable that the rise of socialism and the
working} class movement would have an influence also in the laﬁds of the Empire. It »
was known that socialist ideas were strongest in the Balkans, in the areas of Kavala,
Thessalonika, and Macedonia. This is not surprising as these areas were the ones

which first became industrialized.

Towards the end of the 19th century we see the formation of a number of -

political parties with names such as: Otfoman Socialist Party (Osmanh Sosyalist
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Firkasy), Socialist Party of Turkey (Tiirkiye Sosyalist Fxrkasn), Social Democrat Party
(Sosyal Demokrat Firkast), Independent Socialist Party (Miistakil Sosyalist Firka) and
Ottoman Work Party (Osmanh Mesai Firkasi) etc. (Sahin: 1991) Many socialist
journals and newspapers such as Sosyalist (Socialist), Insaniyet (Humanity),
Medeniyet (Civilization) were also published in this period. (Cerrahoglu, 1975: 121)
The Turkish Workers and Peasants Party (Tiirkiye Is¢i Cifigi Partisi) was founded in
1919." Another socialist party, the People’s Communist Party (Halk Istjrakiyun
Firkast) had representatives in the Turkish Parliament in 1920. Journals such as
Yoldag (Comrade), Kurtulug (Liberation), Aydmnlik (Enlightenment) also appeared at
this time. (Ileri, 1975: 11) One of the first strikes to take place in Ottoman lands was

the shipbuilding strike in Istanbul in 1872.

As explained in some detail in the third Chapter, after the 1917 October
Re\;olution in Russia, communist parties were formed all over the world. As part of
this movement, the Turkish Communist Party (TKP) was founded in Baku within
Soviet borders. “The proximity of the Russian revolutibn thus led to a Leninist

organization before most other countries.” (Belge, 1981: 62)

All those who have written about the history of the TKP, whether party
members or other researchers, including those opposed to the party, agree on one
point: between the years 1920-1951 the history of socialism in Turkey is synonymous
with the history of the TKP. Another point is that the TKP was forged on in the fires
of the October revolution and represented the Turkish Section in the Third

International. The TKP’s history is a history of repression, imprisonment and mass
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arrests. Only five months after being formed (10th September 1920) Mustafa Suphi,
the Secretary General and the members of the éenﬁal Committee were killed by being
drowned in the Black Sea on their return to Turkey on 28-29th January 1921°. After
the founding of the Republic, adopting the code of laws from Mussolini’s fascist Italy,
an article was included in the Turkish Penal Code, forbidding the setting up of a
communist party: because it was banned, members of the TKP were constantly
arrested and it was impossible for the party to work legaﬂyﬁ These mass arrests, which
took place in 1922, 1925, 1927, 1929, 1932 and 1944, prevented TKP members from

engaging in active opposition. (leri, 1976)

At the end of the Second World War, as the winds of democracy blew
across Turkey, it was possible to form trade unions and legal socialist parties. In spite
of being mainly a peasant society, with an undersized working class, and intellectuals
caved by repression and terror, Turkey was able to form two legal parties in the 1940s
-The Socialist Workers and Farmers Party of Turkey (Tirkiye Sosyalist Emekgi ve
Ciftgi Partisi/ TSEKP) and The Socialist Party of Turkey (Tiirkiye Sosyalist
Partisi/TSP). Both these parties were set up by ex-members of the TKP. (Topguoglu:
1976) These parties, whose priority was to organize the working class in trade unions,
were closed down in 1946 and their members were arrested. The legal publications of
the communists were constantly censored and confiscated thus preventing this kind (;f
development. After 1951, the only remaining party was the Mainland Party (Vataﬁ

Parti) set up by Dr. Hikmet Kiviletmh. It was founded in 1954 and disbanded in 1958.

" People’s Communist Party was banned, and its representatives in the Parliament were arrested. on
the same day when Mustafa Suphi and his comrades were assassinated, (Yurtsever, 1992. 128)
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After the arrest of 167 of its members in 1951, the TKP, which was
unable to act legally, went into exile and continued its work in underground until
1973 form its bureau in exile (foreign bureau). Although the TKP was considered not
to exist between 1951-1973 in some socialist circles, it was the only organization
known and recognized as the representative of the Turkish working class in the
international communist and workers’ movement. It received the direct support of this
movement and of the existing socialist countries. ($ahin, 1991:44) At the
International Summits of the Communist and Worker’s Parties in 1957, 1960 and
1969 the TKP represented Turkey. The return to Turkey in 1973 was the beginning of

a new period of Advance’.(Atihim, 1974: 1)

With the military coup of 27th May 1960 a relatively democratic
constitution was imposed and during the 1960s the working class organized many
strikes and occupations. At the same time the Turkish Workers’ Party (Tiirkiye Isci
Partisi/TIP) which was legally founded in 1961 won 15 seats in the Turkish
Parliament in 1965. During this period TIP was able to openly carry out socialist
agitation and propaganda and succeeded in becoming the first mass workers’ party in
Turkey. The widespread publication of socialist classics and original writings were
realized in 1960s. In 1965 a leftist organization of university youth known as the
Intellectual Clubs Federation (Fikir Klupleri Federasyonu/FKF) separated from the
TIP and later took the name Revolutionary Youth (Dev-Geng). In 1967 some trade
unions left the TURK-IS trade union confederation set up m 1962 and formed the

Confederation of Revolutionary Workers’ Union (DISK).
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At the beginning of the 1970s some youth leaders who had previously
been members of TIP set up their own organizations: these new organizations - the
TIIKP under the leadership of Dogu Peringek, the THKO under the leadership of
Deniz Gezmig and the THKP-C under the leadership of Mahir Cayan were the first
nuclei of a trend which later, throughout the 1970s divided into a large number of
different fractions. During the same period, some Kurdish intellectuals set up by

DDKO (Eastern Revolutionary Cultural Centers).

At the end of the 1960s rallies were held under the slogans “No to

NATO!”, “6th Fleet Go Home!” and expressions such as “urban guerrilla” and “rural

guerrilla” entered everyday language. Young revolutionaries robbed banks, occupied

embassies and captured English and American soldiers. The police and army carried

out acts of bloody repression in the universities. (Belge, 1991) This active period in

the workers and socialist movement in Turkey the workers’ resistance of 15-16th June

1970, alarmed the Turkish ruling classes and on 12th March 1971 this period came to

an end with another military coup. TIP, Dev-Geng, DDKO and other similar

organizations were closed down; their leaders were arrested and sentenced to long

prison terms. During this period of arrests, torture and terror the youth leaders were -

put to death. To give just a few examples: the THKO leader Deniz Gezmis was

executed; the leader of the THKP-C with eight friends were killed in a village house in

-Kizildere; while Ibrahim Kaypakkaya was killed under torture. In spite of this, as
result of the lobbying of the remaining democratic opposition, elections were held in
1973. The center left CHP under the leadership of Ecevit won 40 percent of the votes

and formed a government. In 1974 the government granted a limited amnesty. It
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seemed that Turkey had again reached a relatively democratic situation even though

this did not last for long.

52 'Women and Socialism in Turkey

‘Although in every period of the socialist and workers’ movement in
Turkey, women were also present, until the 1970s there was no mention of a ‘socialist
women’s movement.” There were very few articles on wom;an’s issues or women’s
liberation in both the legal and illegal journals and magazines of the TKP. No
women’s organizations set up in Turkey, the kind of the social democrat and
communist parties in Germany and Tsarist Russia, as described in Chapter IIL
Although from 1920-51 the TKP had its youth section called the “Union of
Communist Youth’, no separate women’s organization existed. So, women joined the
socialist struggle, not via the kinds of women’s organizations, which were common

elsewhere before the Second World War, but directly as TKP members.

It is worth-mentioning here the speech made by Naciye Hanim in the The
First Congress of People ’s of Orient held in Baku in 1920. Naciye Hamim spoke “on |
behalf of women’s interests”. (The First Congress of People’s of Orient, 1975: 229)
She demanded the following in the name of women.

1. Total equality of rights.

2. Equal rights for women and men in marriage. An end to polygamy.

3. The right to the same level of education as men in all educational
institutions whether general or vocational.

4. Acceptance of women in administrative positions and legislative
functions without disadvantage.

5. The organization of committees for the defense of women’s rights
in all towns and villages. (Yaraman-Bagbugu, 1992: 146)
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8th March, International Women’s Day was first celebrated in Turkey by
a group of women, in the vineyard of a TKP member, Siileyman Selim Yoldas, on the
outskirts of Ankara in 1921. (Tuncay, 1982: 196-97) In order to understand the place
of the women of Turkey in the socialist struggle, it is worth looking briefly at the life

of Zehra Kosova, a cigarette factory worker™:

. Zehra was born on 1st July 1910 in Kavala. Her father was a cigarette
factory worker and her rﬁother was a housewife. In 1924 the faimily migrated to
Turkey. After her father’s death, Zehra started to work in the State Tobacco Industry
at the age of 22. She soon participated in trade union activity and joined the TKP. She
changed many jobs in order to carry out trade union and political work. Like other
members of communist and workers’ parties worldwide in the 1920s and 30s, she
went to party school in Moscow. The TKP sent 50 people including: Zehra to the
party school in Moscow. In Moscow the group’s teachers were the leading TKP
executives, Dr. Sefik Hiisnii, Regat Fuat Baraner and Ismail Hakk:. In 1935 Zehra
married I. Mustafa Kosova, a communist like herself in Moscow and she had her first
child in the Soviet Union. As fascism spread through Europe the Comintern took the
decision that “everyone should return to their own country and evaluate their
knowledge there”, so Zehra left her daughter at the International School in Moscow
and returned to Turkey with her husband, who entered Turkey secretly. The next
decade passed with illegal activities, distribution of leaflets, trade union work, the blrth

and death of her second child and the detention of her husband. She herself was often

* The details about Z.Kosova’s life are summarised from the article of Berat Giingikan, whlch was
published in the 445th issue of Cumhuriyet Dergi in 2nd October 1994,
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arrested (in 1942 and 1946), and in spite of torture, she did not disclose any details.In
1946 under the influence of the relatively democratic situation in Turkey, the Tobacco
Workers Union was formed and Zehra Kosova became its chairwomen. The Union
had 35,000 members, but it was closed shortly afterwards. Zehra was arrested in the
1951 TKP mass arrests and she went down in history as one of the ten people out of
167 defendgnts, who did not disclose any details. (Kiigiik, 1988: 372) She was
detained for 17 months and when she was released she had neither a job nor a home.
In 1954 she joined the newly formed Motherland Party and was an active member
until the party closed, when she was again arrested. She was held for 17 months
without trial and then released in the first court session. After prison she could no
longer work in the tobacco industry so she started work in a lace factory. A year later
all the factory workers joined the Textile Union as a result of which Zehra lost her job
again. She worked in another lace factory until her retirement in 1970. -It is said that
today at the age of 80, Zehra Kosova’s belief in socialism is as fresh and strong as on

the first day. (Giingikan, 1994:1-4)

One of the best ways to get information about communist women in
Turkey is to examine trial documents. According to Belli, in the mass TKP arrests of -
the 1951, of the 167 defendants, 18 were women communists. These were: Dr. Sevim
Tart Belli, Dr. Faika Boratav, Dentist Dr. Seving Tanik Ozgiiner (who refused to
give even her name in the preparatory inquiry. She was shot dead by fascists in 1979),
Miibeccel Kiray, Nuran Bozer Akgit, Sidika Umut Su, Nuran Ertan Aksar, Giiler

Ordemir, Muzaffer Eren, Melahat Tiirksal, Zehra Kosova, Selcuk Uraz, Behice
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Boran, Yildiz Barkan, Suzan Terek, Solmaz Berktay, Yildiz Bagtunar, Merih

Demirkan. (Belli, 1994: 315)

In the trials held after the 1971 military coup, there were 30 women
defendants in the TIIKP case. In another famous trial, that of the THKP-C, out of 380
defendants, 38 were women. Hatice Alankug, an architect who was a defendant in
this case died in prison from ‘strangulated intestines’ due to lack of appropriate
medical care. In the TIP trial, the only woman and number one deféndant was Behice
Boran the chairwoman of TIP. (Fatma Hikmet Ismen who was an elected TIP
Senator, continued, in spite of the 12th March 1971 military coup, to speak out on

behalf of TIP in Parliament.)

In 1969 socialist women founded the Revolutionary Women’s Union
(Devrimci Kadinlar Birligi) in Turkey. Among the founders were Suat Dervis,
Neriman Hikmet, Cemile Cergcel, Eflan Aytac, Mediha Ozgelik, Necla Ozgiir, Asiye
Aligin and Fikret Elbe. The activities of the Union were cut short by the military
coup. Suat Dervig (1905-1972), the chair of the organization a writer and communist

takes her place in the history of the socialist movement in Turkey.

Since the socialist women’s movement in Turkey is a subject for research
in itself, after this short summary, we will move on to the ‘International Situation in
the 1970s.” However, the point that needs to be emphasized here is that the women
who participated in the socialist movement in Turkey up to the end of the 1960s, were
the forerunners of the thousands of women who joined socialist organizations in the

1970s.
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5.3 A Brief Look at the 1970s

After the 12 March 1971 military coup, the heightened activity of
workers, civil servants, technical personnel, youth and women coincided with the
workers’ and students’ action which spread through Western Europe at the same
period.

_(the) long and tantalizing tradition (...) was finally becoming exhausted at

the turn of seventies (...) the reawakening of mass revolts within Western

Europe, where the great wave of student unrest in 1968 heralded the entry

of massive contingents of the working class into new political insurgency,

(...) the May explosion in France, (...) followed by the tide of industrial

militancy in Italy in 1969, the decisive miners’ strike in Britain which

overthrew the conservative government in 1974, and then, a few months

later, the upheaval in Portugal, with its rapid radicalization towards a

revolutionary situation of the most classic type. (Anderson, 1984: 18)

Something was happening in the World... The continents of Asia, Europe,
Affica and South America were being shaken up. In the 1970s, 40 years of Franco’s
fascism in Spain and Salazar’s fascism in Portugal were overthrown as was the
military coupe which had taken power in Greece in 1967. While the Portuguese
fascist regime was being overturned the MPLA founded the Angolan People’s
Republic on 11th November 1975. On 30th April 1975 the Vietcong forces entered
Saigon (later renamed Ho-Chi-Minh City) and the USA the most advanced capitalist
country in the world withdrew from Vietnam in defeat. The victory of Vietnam was
celebrated by socialists worldwide on' 1st May 1975. Afier Vietnam, pro-socialist
governments came to power in Laos and Cambodia. In the Middle East the

‘progressive’ Ba’ath parties took power. The resistance of the Palestinian people

against Israel was strengthened and guerrilla activities continued in Latin America. On
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11th September 1973 the socialist government which had been elected in Chile was
overthrown by a coup supported by the CIA and it caused increased hostility towards
“the USA. (SBKP, 25. Kongre Raporu, 1976: 44) The anniversary of this coup, when
protests were directed at the CIA and USA, became not a memory of defeat but a
celebration of the belief in socialism. Thousands of miles away the resistance songs of

Chile were sung by revolutionaries everywhere, including Turkey.

All lefiist parties and movements found the conditions right for organizing
after being terrorized in the period after the 1971 coup. The advance of the TKP
came in these years. The party broke its silence of more than 20 years and returned to

Turkey in 1973, again attempting mass organization.

The socialist movement named as the Pro-Soviet that was headed by the
TKP -which also included the TIP and TSIP- had a lot of sympathy amohg the masses
and the respect of Turkish youth., The attitudes of the Communist Parties of Cuba,
Vietnam, Korea and Portugal, attending the 25th Congress of the C.P.S.U,, hailing\
the ;‘glorious CPSU”; and supporting the Soviet Union in the Sino-Soviet dispute,
were ideologically strengthening the Soviet Wing. (SBKP Congress Report, 1976:

303-339)

In Turkey the legal socialist parties set up such as TSIP in 1974, Second
TIP and TEP in 1975. At the same time, in parallel to the divisions in the international
communist movement, illegal parties such as TKIP, TKP-ML and TDKP were set up
following the ideological line of the Chinese Communist Party and/or the Albanian

Labour Party. Kurtulus (Liberation), which declared itself independent of both
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socialist blocs and groups like Devrimci-Yol (Revolutionary-Youth), Devrimci-Sol
(Revolutionary-Left), which defined themselves not as a party but as a movement, had

“no difficulty in finding supporters. (Belge, 1981: 76-77)

After the 1971 coup, DISK went on the attack, organized strikes and
resistance and strengthened its position among the working class. Apart from political
parties, many professional organizations with democratic and trade union demands
were .set up, e.g. the Civil Servants’ Association TUM-DER; the Teachers’
Association TOB-DER; Health Workers’ Association TUS-DER, Technical Personnel
TUTED and for and the University Lecturers’ Association TUMOD, etc. They all
organized around the demand for the right to strike, to have collective bargaining and
to set up a trade-union as well as economic and democratic rights. Even in such
traditional organizations as TMMOB, the Medical Association and the Bar
Association, progressive, democratic, pro-socialist elements were elected to the
leadership. So the second half of the 1970s was a time when thousands of women and
men joined the ranks of the socialist movement and the IKD was formed in 1975 in

the midst of that upsurge.
5.4 Which Women became Socialists? Why and How?

The military government that came to power with the military coup of
12th March 1971 “sentenced, suppressed and crushed” all left-wing ideas and “using
martial law arrested thousands of revolutionary students and workers and brought

torture to a previously unheard of level of application.” (Kongar, 1994: 189) “In spite
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of this when young revolutionaries were released after the amnesty “the militants
found themselves released into a situation where the mass youth following of the left
“had grown enormously, despite the debacle of its actions.” (Belge, 1981:73) The
repression, injustice and torture that had been implemented, made many of the women
and men who wanted to follow the socialist path, even more determined. Of the
people who were politically active before the coup, some retreated into a corner
afterwards but the opposi@e was also true. Yet it was not socialist agitation and
propagandz; that achieved this. It was the repression and terror in;plemented by the
military that made the new generation stand up against the injustice committed and

align themselves to socialist principles.

In the 1970s we find a large number of women, sympathetic to socialism.
Communist/Socialist/Revolutionary women were active in politics. The fact that the
promised ‘contemporary civilization’ had not been achieved in Turkey was a
disappointment not just for intellectual men, but also for women. The number of
women who wanted to change the appalling state of the country was growing with
time. These women did not want individual liberation just for themselves, they were
ready to devote themsélves for the sake of total social liberation. These women, and
especially the young students among them could see the obvious poverty, la‘ck of
education and ignorance in the country and the rapid growth of squatter settlements in
cities.

The following points can be made aboutbsocialist women in Turkey. First,

looking at Turkey’s socio-economic conditions and class structure, we find that most -
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of these women were the daughters of army officers, teachers or civil servants.
Second, these women were not subject to discrimination in relation to their brothers
" in the matter of education and were encouraged by their families. Their families often
made great sacrifices to enable them to gain the best possible education. Third, these
~ were intellectual women who before their engagement with socialism were familiar
with other systems. of thought such as Kemalism, Existentialism, Anarchism or
Taoism. Four, starting from the schools where they studied, they began to reach an
awareness of class contradictions. Five, some of them had been members of ‘socialist
parties and movements such as TIP or Dev-Geng at the end of the 1960s, others
identified themselves as left~wing, but had not found an organization they wanted to
join. Finélly, those who were old enough had supported the military intervention of
1960, they had taken part in rallies and demonstrations that had been organized in
opposition to the government in Turkey until the 12/3/1971 coup. Some of these
women had been the friends of the student leaders of the time. The founders and first
members of the IKD were all women who were asking for a solution to the terrible

situation the country was in. -

One of these women was AB. She was a founder ;nember of the IKD, a -
member of the TKP Central Committee and the Deputy Chair of the IKD at the time
of its closure. AB was born in 1942 in Bursa. Her mother was a teacher and her father
was an army officer. She started primary school in Bursa, continued in Erzurum and
finished in Kayseri. While she was in the third year of secohdary school, her family
were transferred to Istanbul where she went to Sanyer Secondary School and

Nisantag1 High School. She took Robert College entrance examination and passed,
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but she needed a scholarship in order to study there. She succeeded in obtaining a

grant from the MKE (Machinery and Chemical Industries) established for engineers.

" While she was a sophomore, the 27th May 1960 military intervention took place. AB

describes those days as follows:

I was still in the first year at Robert College when the military took power
on 27th May. The College students had taken part in the 27-28th April
1960 events and marched from the College to Bebek. As a first year
student, I still was not sure what was what. However, I understood the
27th May 1960 to be an action taken against the bourgeois who were

‘using the country’s resources for their own benefit, and ‘we got a bit more

freedom. Coming from an Kemalist tradition, it was natural for me to
think like this.

Although it was claimed that Turkey had a “classless united society” AB,

who spent her childhood in different Anatolian cities observed the huge gaps between

classes.

I could see the difference between the propertied classes of the college
and what I had witnessed in Anatolia ... that terrible polarisation of life
styles. I was aware of the contradictions in this. Scholarship students like
we were the poorest in school. The injustice was obvious. My classmates
were the children of the upper class. I knew how they lived.

After completing the preparatory year AB studied four years for her first

degree and then went on to do her Masters. Having finished her studies, in return for

her scholarship she was obliged to work in Machinery and Chemicals Industries

(MKE) in Ankara. She describes the Ankara period like this:

My political views were being formed at this time. I rented a house in
Bahgelievler in Ankara and I lived by myself. My friends from the College
who were doing military service often came to visit. My home became a
place where people came to listen to music, to drink cognac, to read and
discuss books. Later, people like O.T. (who had studied in Italy and been
influenced by the ICP) started coming and I was influenced by them. I
had already read Bernard Russell, Camus and Sartre. I loved people, I ,
didn’t look down on them. I met people like Ataol Behramoglu, Ismet
Ozel, Abdullah Nefes and I became interested in the books they were
reading and the subjects they were discussing.
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She started to read the Marxist classics which had started to appear in

Turkish.

I had read a lot of stuff like existentialism and anarchism. I wanted to do
something, I wanted things to change in this country. At this time Marx’s
books were being translated into Turkish and I was reading them. I was
thinking that things had to change. I was not happy with my own life or
with the system. Gradually, I became convinced that the cause of this was
imperialism.

As a result of her social environment and the friendships she had formed,

she joined the Turkish Workers’ Party (TIP).

I went to a few events organized by TIP’s Cankaya Branch. I went to a
couple of their meetings, I participated in TIP rallies, I became convinced
and joined the Party in Ankara.

So, AB consciously took her place in the ranks of socialism and this path

led her to the foundation of the IKD.

Another IKD founder, member of the Central Executive Cﬁmmittee and
first General Secretary, CD was also the daughter of a civil cervant. She was born in
Ankara in 1948, attended Ankara College (TED) and then went on to study Political
Science. It was 1967. She had already chosen her path and was even a member of
TIP. She explains:

I was one of the most promising students both a TED and in the
University. I was going to become a diplomat. I was aentusiastic person. I
started to question myself and didn’t find it meaningful. I already
understood how the system worked. I wanted to take on the system. I
wanted my life to be meaningful. It was good to decide to be a communist
and take part in social struggle.

Sirin Cemgil, wife of Sinan Cemgil who was a TIP member and one of

the founders of the THKO, was in CD’s class. So was Yusuf Aslan, another THKO
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leader who was later executed with Deniz Gezmis in 1972, was her comrades. She
preferred to stay in TIP.
In 1968, I was a member of the Cankaya Branch of TIP. I worked in the
committee with $irin Cemgil and Yusuf Aslan. We were also active in the
SGO. We were known at school and the TIP as the “Moscow Soviet.”
We ran training sessions and published a youth newspaper.
It was natural for these self-confident women to claim to be as good as or
better than men in various aspects.
'In those days, We, woman's members of TIP claimed that we could do any
work better than the male members. One day a male friend said to me “do
not come” on an early morning paper sale. I answered: “why shouldn’t I
come? You don’t come!” I was at the front in every kind of activities.

In this way CD started to pave the way to becoming a founder member of

the largest women’s organization in Turkey.

Another founder member of the IKD, a Central Executive Committee
Member and the last Secretary General of the IKD, EF, was born in 1945. Her father
too was an army officer. She links the formation of her political ideas to the
atmosphere at home: “My mother and father were children of the Republic generation
and they were interested in politics. In the 1950s, they took the Akis newspaper,
which I used to read at the early ages and I had political views. We were against the -
ruling party (DP), and supported their opponent (CHP).” While she was studying at
Arnavutkdy American Girls’ College, she lived through the events of 27th May 1960.
I was 15 in 1960. My father became the press officer for the military
government after 27th May 1960. At the high school, we organized a
demonstration in protest at the events of 28th April 1960. This was the
first time in the history of the school that such a thing had happened.
When I was teenager I had a notebook in which. I wrote my favorite

poems. There were also passages from Marx in it. In other words, I was
interested in politics.
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EF chose a different route. She was interested in Eastern philosophy.

At that time, I was more bohemian and arty. For a time, I was interested

in Eastern philosophy, Taoism, etc. I wondered if they could provide a

solution.

She finished high school in 1963 and started to study in English at the
Literature Faculty of Istanbul University, but she did not complete her studies. She
married an artist and started to work for British Petrol (BP). EF explains what
happened. . .

I separated from my husband and went to England in 1970. I learned a

lot about Marxism there. I stayed for a year and mostly read Marx. In

1971, I returned to Turkey, run into a more political milieu. I was moving

in TIP circles. We sat and discussed and helped people in prison.

EF, will became a founder member of the IKD too in 1975.

In contrast to the political development of AB, CD and EF;, GH, one of
the first members of the IKD, Chair of the Istanbul Sigli Branch until its closure and
member of the Istanbul Regional Secretariat, had a different experience. GH was born
in 1945 and in 1967, one year before the explosion of student activity in 1968,
graduated from ITU with a master’s degree in civil engineering. The famous student
leader Harun Karadeniz was a classmate. However, on the subject of participation in

student action, GH did not take the same position as CD.

We were only two girl students in my class in the civil engineering
department at ITU. Harun Karadeniz was in our class. He was left-wing,
but it didn’t seem possible to participate in events with our male
classmates. For example, in those years there was the case of the
occupation of the TMTF. We wanted to go too, but they told us that they
could not take responsibility of us. We were shocked and we did not
know what to say. We should have said, “Who are you to take
responsibility for us, we are responsible for ourselves,” but we did not.

The most important thing about this time for GH, was that she read a lot -

of Marxist classics that were then being published in Turkey.
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On the one hand, I was reading Simone de Beauvoir on the other hand
Nazim Hikmet, Lenin and Marx. At that time, I was buying and reading
every lefi-wing book that was published. I had socialist ideas, that was
clear, but I was looking for a place for myself and I couldn’t find one.

While AB and CD as we saw above, had taken their place in TIP, GH was

still searching. This indicates that same women while they wanted to take part in

socialist activity, did not feel comfortable in mixed sex organization. GH explains this

situation.

After we graduated N., my classmate, and I used to go to the meetings at

the Civil Engineers Association. We were delegates, they made us
secretaries on the congress and we took the minutes of the meetings.
Because we were well-organized girls Nobody could do it as well as us.
We supported one side or other, but really we were outsiders there. At the
beginning of the 1970s, the meetings became different. The association
had its leaders now: Ahmet Kagmaz, Sedat Ozkol were there. In a male
field, you are a woman and at the bottom of the hierarchy. We did not
have much to say either. I got bored just sitting there. A man would get
up and ask a question then go on and on for an hour. It did not make any
sense to me. One day one of them even overturned a great' walnut wood
table while they were debate. It was ridiculous.

As a woman who was lefi-wing but did not join a political organization,

GH explains the psychology of the times like this:

There was a search, a need to belong somewhere. We wanted to work in
something outside our jobs. We wanted to show the presence of the
growing democracy struggle in Turkey. There were progressive people at
ENKA where I worked but the discussions we had were not enough. I
traveled around; used to go to Europe, but this wasn’t enough. There was
an emptiness. We wanted to be active somewhere. We needed to channel
our desires, our energy into something.

And later GH would find the IKD, which was the place where she could be herself,

channel her energy and participate in actions.

One of the Chair of IKD’s Branches, IK was born in Izmir in 1945. Her

parents were lawyers and her father had studied at Galatasaray High School. He was
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religious and very attached both to his traditions and the principles of Atatiirk’s
" Republic. As he was a state employee and couldn’t enter into politics, but supported
his wife in politics. IK explains:

My family were committed CHP supporters. Both my mother and father
were lawyers. My father worked in a state bank and my mother was self-
employed. Although my father was keen on politics, he couldn’t get
involved because he was a state employee. But he encouraged my mother.
He supported her in her active work for the CHP. My mother went here
and there and made speeches in villages. Me and my sister, both primary
school children, were used to wait for her in the car.

IK knew the main figures of the CHP in the 1950s and the military
intervention of 27th May 1960 was celebrated enthusiastically by her family.

At the time of Inonii, Kasim Giilek used to stay in our house when he
came to Izmir. During the DP period, we felt we were under siege.
Suddenly everyone supported DP and our house was like a little island in
our neighbourhood. When 27th May came, our whole family were so
happy that we turned it into a bayram. During the DP period, my mother
got called to the police station and she was charged. We grew up in that
kind of setting. Naturally enough, I also became a supporter of the CHP,
consciously or not.

IK completed her secondary education at the Izmir American Girls
College. One of her typical attitudes was her approach to other people full of love.

Probably from the values I learned from my father, I always wanted to be
a teacher, serving villages. I never thought of working in the city. My
dream was always to be a village school teacher or to help poor people. '

She began to notice class differences in society while she was at the

American College.

I finished primary school in a school with children of low-high income
parents as mixed, where wealthy parents were in a minority. Whereas, my
parents were among the wealthy ones. The College was a school attended
mostly by the children of very rich families. To send me to a private
school, my father had a lot of economic difficulties, never letting such
problems known by me. I realized at the College that the lives and the
spending modes of the rich people were quite different from ours. I can
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not say that I was envious and raced with them. I tried to get myself
accepted with other properties, such as my hard-working character.

IK entered and passed the American Field Service examination. Still little
more than a child, she stayed away from her family for a year and studied in the
United States of America. Her patriotic feelings strengthened there among her self-

confidence.

In the USA, I saw that nobody knew about Turkey. Turkey needed to
prove itself and that seemed to be my duty. I didn’t think about it at the
‘time, but it was difficult for a person coming from a poverty-stricken
country to a much bigger country and wanting to prove herself to show
that she too had a culture, and I should overcome many things that would
undermine my self-esteem. This had a great impact on me. Perhaps, my
anti-imperialist sentiments taking place so quickly, my taking part in the
flood of ‘68, was partly due to my experience and getting close not to the
American public, but to a great country like America.

She started studying sociology at METU. Yalgin Kiigiik, Nejat Erder,
Miibeccel Kiray, Serif Mardin and Atila Sénmez were her teachers. In her first year
she was elected to the executive committee of the METU Students Union (from the
Socialist Ideas Club list, as a candidate of the SIC)
Before I had a chance to work out the questions about what I was doing
and if I were a socialist or not, I found myself in the midst of the ‘68
movement. I read the works of Marx and Lenin at the University. In some
of our classes, we found a chance to study some underdeveloped
countries’ and Turkey’s conditions. With everything that I had read and
debated, I considered myself a socialist when I graduated. I supported the
MDD in the TIP-MDD discussions. The MDD people were more lively
and active. I wasn’t very militant but I was in a crucial position... During
that period I always found myself in between things or on the fringes.
After graduation, IK got a job on the editorial board of the Kirmiz
Aydmnlik (Red Enlightenment) journal, while working on her master’s degree in
Hacettepe Population Study Institute. She developed close relationships with the most

famous revolutionaries of the period: Sevim-Mihri Belli, Seyhan-Vahap Erdogdu,
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Muzaffer Erdost. Although she won a scholarship to study towards Doctorate Degree
in the USA, she turned it down, and didn;t go. She had made up her mind about her
life. As ‘scholar’ and a ‘socialist’, she would defend her interests of the majority of
pedple in her country and take her place with them. Then came the military coup of
12th March 1971. IK won a scholarship to go to England and started her post-
graduate studies at the London School of Economics. While she was in England a
warrant was issued for the arrest of herself and her husband. She returned home in
1974 at the time of the general amnesty. Life would bring her to the position of one of

the Chair of IKD Branch.

One of the Chair of the IKD’s Branches was LM. Bom in the village of
Kizilot in Samsun’s province of Carsamba district in 1945, she married a worker in
1963 and became a housewife. She was influenced by the socialist, . revolutionary
views of her husband and his family. Her husband was the kind of a man rarely found
in Turkey and gave LM the opportunity to develop herself.

We used to get Aksam newspaper and he used to read me Cetin Altan and
the other columnists. We listened to the news and discussed them. My
husband was very different. Our own relationship was one of equals. He
explained the contradictions at work to me, the relations between the
workers, the boss and the exploitation. He was very respectful to women. -
He never tried to limit my activities and he was never jealous. I never
heard him saying to me: “do not go there, do not do that,” or “you do not
know that.” On the contrary he always encouraged me.

After reading Cetin Altan’s column.in Aksam, LM started to read novels
and discovered the existence of a different world.

At that time I started to read a little. ‘Les Miserables,” ‘The Grapes of

Wrath’ and ‘Tobacco’ were among the first novels I started. I was always

encouraged at home and I realised: why shouldn’t I learn? I should learn

too. If I did not understand something when I read it the first time, I read
it again. I sat and read “The Grapes of Wrath” and “Les Miserables” with
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stubborn determination. Time and again I went back to the places I did
not understand and read them over and over.

The events before and after the 1971 coup, the killings of Mahir Cayan,
Deniz Gezmig and their revolutionaries had a certain significance in shaping LM
politicization.

I was deeply affected by the events of the 12th March 1971 coup. We
followed everything the revolutionary youth did, in the papers and I felt
tremendous sympathy towards them. It was a kind of solidarity. I kept
thinking that: “these people are university students, they have a bright
‘future ahead of them. They are rejecting that future at the expense of
asking for a good life for the poor. So why shouldn’t I want the same?
The killings of Mahir and others and the hangings of Deniz and his
comrades had a great impact on me. I was in a state of shock, lying in
bed, crying. We weren’t in an organization, we were just on the side of
the revolution.

LM went on with her reading and in the period after the coup took a
woman into her house who was in a difficult situation.

Those days I was reading every day with passion and dtermination. Then
something very important happened in my life. In 1972 a. visitor came to
our house and stayed for a month. She was in a difficult situation. We
weren’t members of any organization, but we helped because we felt it
that way. “These people are own people and we are one of them.” She
was the one who encouraged me to read socialist books. She told me:
“Are you still reading novels? You should be reading something more
serious by now” and she suggested The Basic Principles of Philosophy. 1
asked her if I would be able to read it and would have difficulty in
understanding it. She told me that I could definitely read and understand
it. I read the book and when I saw that I could understand it, I was as
happy as a child. When my husband came home in the evening, I told him
everything I understood. It was really a nice book, I liked it a lot and I
understood it very well. After that I started reading Marx with
determination and enthusiasm and I learned to work out ‘surpluss value’.
When I look back, I am astonished at myself. As I learned I was happy
and my ideas were becoming clearer. I came to the understanding that
things needed to change in Turkey.

LM says about the revolutionary woman who stayed in her house: the fact

that a person with such a strong character was a revolutionary, influenced me a lot.
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Then I was able to answer the question “How could Turkey be liberated?” by saying

that “It could only be liberated by socialism.” Another important point in her

development was the fact that her cousin was killed in the street in broad daylight.

My cousin was killed in the middle of the street by the MHP in 1977.
Fascist attacks in started with Nurettin’s death. He was one of the leaders
of Halki Kurtulusu (People’s Liberation). We were living in the same
building and he was like my own child. I loved him very much. Nurettin’s

_ killing sharpened my convictions. There were a lot of people at the
- funeral. My shouting and anger at the funeral was in the newspapers. I

was shouting: “The Fascists will answer for this! We, the mothers demand

"an answer!” It wasn’t like the talk of an aunt, crying for the death of a

loved one and it was an agitation speech. After this death, I really realized
that we had to resist. A foundation had been laid. I felt a tremendous
anger and hostility, I realized we were right. I started to ask people “Who
is going to answer for this? We can’t send our children to school. The
MHP might kill them. As mothers, we mustn’t stand here with our hands
tied.”

Around this time, LM developed the idea that there was a need for a women’s

organization. This led her to eventually become one of the Chair of the IKD’s

Branches.

NO, who was first a Kartal Branch member and later one of the Regional

Secretaries, was born in 1952. Her mother was a teacher and her father was an army

officer. Her sister, four years older than herself and a university student played an

important part in her politicization by taking her to rallies. Her story is interesting in

that it shows how this period influenced the women and men who would later became

socialists.

My mother was a strong supporter of the CHP. She was a Kemalist. I
used to read Cetin Altan in Aksam and Ilhan Selguk in Cumhuriyet. In
1968 I read Nazim Hikmet’s poems among the books my sister had
bought. They were being published for the first time in Turkey. Although
I didn’t understand everything I read, I was very excited.
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My sister started studying at Faculty of Political Sciences (Miilkiye). She
used to take me to student rallies. These demonstrations at the end of the
60s always ended in Atatiirk’s Mausoleum (Anitkabir). As a high school
student with a pony tail, I was so excited to be among university students.
In the middle of the march, someone would shout “Get down!” and all the
marchers would sit down and shout as: “Ho Ho Ho Chi Minh/1-2-3-
4/More Vietnams/A thousands greetings to Ernesto!” Then we would
stand up and clap. Shouting of “Independent Turkey” resounded through
Ankara as we continued on our way to Anutkabir. Usually the marches
started from Miilkiye, going through Ankara past University of

_ Linguistics, History and Geography (Dil Tarih), Kizilay, Tandogan to
Anitkabir. Then that huge square would fill up and people would
overflow into the side streets.

We were the ‘Kuvayr Milliyeci’ (Nationalist Forces) We were against
Imperialism. “All our country’s fortresses have been seized, the shipyards
occupied, the armies dispersed and every corner is under control by the
enemies.” How did this happen? “Those in power are guilty of
carelessness, collaboration and even treason.” Of course, we would
liberate our country with the “noble blood in our veins.”

The events that most influenced NO generation were the killing of Mahir
Cayan and the execution of Deniz Gezmig with their comrades.

My sister was a member of the SGO and I joined Dev-Geng. I went to
University in Istanbul in 1970. The military coup of 12th March 1971
happened while I was a student. Those heavy-handed actions, the
searches, arrests, that incredible period of repression just made me more
agitated and determined. When I found out that Mahir Cayan had been
killed in Kizildere I cried all night and I swore that I would live my life
only for the socialist struggle. I was not yet 20 years old. Maybe Mahir
was dead, but we where still there, don’t let anybody forget that!

These women who had witnessed the military actions of 1960 and 1971,
had chosen to be on the side of the working class, in the second half of the 1970s they
participated in rallies, actions, trade unions, professional and democratic mass
organizations, and joined communist, socialist, and revolutionary parties and

movements, Nobody forced them, they chose socialism of their own freé will, They

brought dedication, the willingness to face martyrdom and their wealth of qualities, to
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the socialist movement, to fight for a better world. Many . different reasons and
experiences brought these women to join the gathering wave of socialism. They were
not satisfied with their own lives and the socio-economic conditions in which they
" lived and they believed that only a socialist revolution could make the fundamental

changes necessary.

Common characteristics of the time were generosity, dedication, self-
renunciation and readiness for death almost as an aim in itself. These women who
claimed to be as good revolutionaries as men, were usually self-confident and
independent. Some of them, who had had a university education were familiar with
social and political theories. Those who had not had higher education had worked
hard to educate themselves, to learn and to understand. These women were
determined to have a say in the future of the country. They joined the revolutionary
currents and organizations with the aim of taking action that would change the hated

capitalist social structure.

These women, whether founders or ordinary members, joined the IKD
not just because they wanted to take their place in the socialist movement but also
because of their awareness of their subordination as women. GH explains it like this:

At that time we had the idea that as women we should resist being opprest

by men. Although this wasn’t very clear or conscious, it existed at an

initiative level. The desire to live our own lives existed; the desire to reject
traditional values. A lot of women at that time had these desires.

EF was aware that women lived in unequal conditions to men and she

illustrates that with examples from her own life.

I knew very well that women were oppressed. My maternal grandmother
and her sister had lived through very difficult times. Their husbands died,
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their brothers took their money and these women became destitute. They
had no income or any other kind of support. This seemed to me a terrible
thing.

My father wasn’t a cruel man. However, the whole responsibility for the
kids and the house was on my mother. After eating his dinner, my father
used to command for a ‘coffee’. I used to get angry with this. I remember
as a child, I once got told off because I said to my father why he didn’t go
and get his own coffee.

I saw discrimination against women when 1 was working at BP. I should

~ have been a director, the situation was obvious, but they didn’t promote
me. They made me a kind of supervisor. Men who started work at the
"same time as me, who weren’t efficient and had a lower level of education
than I did, were promoted to important positions. It was impossible not to
see the discrimination against women.

AB saw the situation of women in the different Anatolian provinces where
she lived, decided to study and chose the most masculine profession in order not to
become like them. She explains:

When it came to choosing a university course, I decided to choose
engineering. Why? When my family moved around Anatolia, I was deeply
affected by women’s situation. I saw a lot of women who were crushed,
crying, battered. I remember very well that even as a child when I asked
myself “does being a woman mean being crushed?” I told myself “I won’t
let anyone crush me!” My mother was a working woman and didn’t let
anyone put her down. My grandmother lived with us. When she died, my
mother made my father share all the work, including cleaning the
vegetables. I connected this to the fact that my mother worked.

Secondly, I wanted to prove that I was not worth less than any man. SoI -
went and chose the most masculine profession of the time, engineering
and within that I chose the department where there were fewest women,
which was electrical engineering. I was measuring myself against men.
There were only three or five girl students in all the engineering
departments of Robert College.
The work of the second wave of feminism had not yet reached Turkey
and writing about women’s liberation was found only among socialist classics. As

quoted in the 4th Chapter, Bebel’'s work Woman and Socialism had great
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repercussions in Germany. In Turkey too, the book influenced a lot of people. AB

explains:

I read Bebel in 1965. His solutions to the problems of women influenced
me a lot at that time. This book persuaded me, that the woman question
would be solved as predicted in socialist theory. I still had not read Engels.

NO, has this to say:
When I read Bebel and Engels, I remember I was astonished at what they

wrote. 1 was amazed that such taboo subjects were examined so openly. I
was even worried about whether our socialist organizations would accept

‘Bebel’s views. It was as though I had found in Bebel and Engels the

reasons for the pain I had suffered in my own life. Uptil then I had always
blamed myself. I thought that I had suffered because I had behaved
wrongly. However Bebel said that the pain we suffered was an injustice.
With socialism we would be liberated. So we had to work for socialism
with all our strength. The socialist revolution was the first and most
important step to mine and other women’s liberation. This idea of
liberation was an important factor in the commitment and dedication with
which other women and I became revolutionaries. In fact what I
discovered from these books was that with socialism, not only exploitation
but other things would also cease.

The founders and members of the IKD came from such class and political

pasts. In their own words the desire to intervene in the ‘terrible fate of the country’;

the need to ‘stop injustice’; the idea of proving that ‘they can compete with men and

perform better than they’ practically forced these women to take their place on the

socialist political scene. In Chapter VI, we will examine the IKD set up by these

women.



CHAPTER VI
A CASE STUDY: ILERICI KADINLAR DERNEGI (IKD)

(THE PROGRESSIVE WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION)

6.1 The Founding of the llerici Kadinlar Dernegi/IKD (Progressive Women’s
Organization)

The Progressive Women’s Organization (IKD) was legally founded on
3rd June 1975. It was indefinitely banned without any justification on 28th April 1979
by the Istanbul Martial Law Headquarters, during the period of martial law following
Kahraman Marag massacres. All its branches and local offices were unjustifiably
closed. However, the IKD members continued their work despite the closures, until
12th September 1980, the date of the military coup. Because of this, of the total five
years and three months active existence of the IKD, it was only able to work legally

for the first four years. It continued its work for a period of one year and three months .

illegally.

Many factors were influential in the founding and successful work of the
IKD. The first was, as explained in the previous chapter, the political atmosphere in
Turkey and worldwide, while the second was surely the advance of the TKP. Thirdly
the UN’s declaration of 1975 as ‘World Women’s Year’ led to an increase in

publications about women and an interest in the woman question.
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The preparations for the founding of the IKD started in 1974. These
preparations according to the IKD founders themselves:

...were not an initiative that started with a group of women coming
: together with the intention of setting up their own women’s organization..
At that time the TKP was promoting the setting up of a women’s
organization in its publications and broadcasts. This was not done to the
importance given to the woman question by TKP, but to the need for a
women’s organization as part of its ‘advance’ because the TKP, like all
other communist parties, wanted a supporter women’s organization. (IKD
1s 20 Years Old. Unpublished)
CD, one of the two TKP members who were founder members of IKD puts it like
this;

I was involved in the work from the moment that the idea of setting up a
women’s organization first appeared. The TKP was in advance. The
decision to set up a women’s organization was taken in 1974. The TKP in
Berlin didn’t have time to think about the “woman question” or to work
towards the setting up of a women’s organization. We as female party
members took on the responsibility of setting up a women’s organization.
In this way a decision to set up a women’s organization in Turkey by the
leaders of the TKP and as a first step links were set up with the IDWF in Berlin. As
explained in Chapter III the IDWF was founded in 1945 by anti-fascist, socialist and
communist women and women’s organizations. The women’s organization members
of the IDWF were organizations that identified with the ideological line of communist
and socialist parties. CD who first made contact with the IDWF explains:
All over the world Communist Parties had women’s organizations. These
women’s organizations functioned as women’s sections of the party or as
autonomous  associations. Their organizational structures were
independent but they were ideologically dependent on the party.
However, in Turkey there were 27 women’s associations already in

existence. To this range of organizations starting with the Union of Turkish Women,

through the Philanthropists Foundation, to the American-Turkish Women Friendship
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foundation, a new women’s organization would now be added. CD explains how the

IKD women evaluated these women’s organizations:

Women’s organizations in Turkey were mostly philanthropists
associations. They were associations of bourgeois women who came
together to carry out charity work. We were completely against these
kinds of organizations.

AB, another TKP member at the time of the setting up of the organization

talks about how this work started:

'I became a member of the party in 1974. My first diity was to form a

women’s organization. At the same time information on the subject
reached CD, B. and EF by another channel. B. was previously a TIP
member from Fatih branch. We started working together without ever
mentioning the TKP. But we all knew that we had started this work
because of a party directive.

No further directive, no new advice came from the party; both because
they didn’t give importance to the “woman question” and also because
they didn’t have the capacity to do anything on this subject. Apart from
encouraging us, saying “let’s develop, let’s get stronger” they didn’t have
any input.

Some party women setting out to organize women started by developing

contacts to see if it was possible to set up of a broad-based organization including

women from TIP and other left groups.” (IKD is 20 Years Old, Unpublished) Most of

the women participating in the work of setting up the IKD were not TKP members or

even sympathizers. It was therefore important that the political spectrum of the

organization should be very broad. In IKD is 20 Years Old members tell of this

pgriod.‘

While the setting up of a women’s organization was a new and surprising
idea for the left in Turkey, it was not difficult to find women who met this
idea with enthusiasm. The first meeting that was organized for the
purpose of setting up a progressive, democratic women’s organization
brought together women such as Géniil Dinger, Seyda Talu, Ziilal Kikg,
who later became founder members.... Later meetings drew an even wider
participation. In addition to the majority of working class women

93



attending these meetings intellectual women from a TIP background such
as Nermin Aksin, Zerrin Sakalsiz, Nege Bulut, Miizeyyen KadayifGilar also
participated. (IKD is 20 Years Old, unpublished)

Like other left-wing groups, women from the TSIP which was formed in
1974, rejected the idea of a women’s organization on the basis that it was divisive for
the working class. In spite of this, the work which just started with the initiative of the
TKP was carried on with left-wing trade union women who were not TKP members.
CD sdys:

First of all we looked for ex-TKP women and we found them. But we
didn’t manage to involve them in the IKD. We reached intellectual,
democratic women. For example, our Chair Beria Onger had been the
Chair of the IKD which she formed herself. The second TIP had not yet
been formed. We wanted to form the IKD together with the TIP women.
We talked to lots of TIP women. Lots of women workers participated in
the founding work. We met Jale, the mother of Necmettin Giritlioglu who
was killed in AliaZa. She was the first candidate for Chair. She was not a
member of any party. In 1975 there were in any case no more than five
women who were the members of the TKP. While we were discussing
how to set up a women’s organization with at least 40 women.

EF talks about how she form out about the setting up of the IKD, how she
joined the meetings, what was discussed at that time and which books they analyzed.

In the autumn of 1974 I met a man whom I later found out was a member
of the TKP. He said to me “Some lefi-wing women are trying to get
women organized; are you interested?” But, I didn’t get involved, because
it was a TKP initiative. I wasn’t yet a party member. I joined because I
liked the idea of working with women. I knew AB and B., we moved in
the same circles. I met CD there. There were five of us at the first few
meetings: AB, CD, B, C and me.

As I said, I liked the idea of the IKD. In those early meetings of the
autumn of 1974, we debated whether to set up a women’s organization or
not, what kind of organization it would be, who we would reach and what
we would do. We had read many books about woman before but now we
looked at them again. What was there at that time: Women and Socialism,
The Origin of the Family, State and Private Property, Lenin, Zetkin, etc.
They were our reference books when we needed them, but I remember
we discussed Simone de Beauvoir as well, we read her work, too.
Sometimes other women came to the meetings. TIP members came.
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During this period contact was made with a group of women workers
through the trade unions. 15 years later, one of these women, Vahide Yilmaz, founder
and executive committee member of the IKD writing in Kaktiis journal recalls:

The suggestion to form the IKD came to us, factory workers with no

political identity or experience, but with a trade union consciousness from

a group of intellectual women with political experience. We started

working together. In the first place, while it was necessary to organize

working class women, that is woman’s position was also on the agenda to
some extent. But, it was a question of class more than anything else. How
we would draw working class women into the struggle for democracy was
‘also tied in with this question. A group of trade unionists, lawyers,
lecturers, TIP women, etc. were also involved in this work. (Yilmaz,

1990: 38)

8th March, International Women’s Day was celebrated in Turkey for the
first time in a mass meeting organized by these women. In April a meeting was
organized in Ankara to finalize the constitution and choose the founder members. At
this meeting the TIP women reported that the Voice of TKP had talked of “a women’s
organization being set up under the leadership of communist women” and that they
considered this a provocation which might lead to their withdrawal from the work.
The TKP women did not even know about this broadcast and did not agree with it. It
was decided to have another meeting in Istanbul to rescue the relationship. However,
the TIP women who came to the Istanbul meeting said that “they were not prepared -
to be led by the nose by the TKP and to suffer provocation of this kind, so they
withdrew from the work of the organization.” (IKD is 20 Years Old, unpublished)

While the decision to set up a broad-based women’s organization was
being carried out with great success, the Central Committee of the TKP created a

negative situation with its radio broadcasts. AB tells it like this:

We wanted to set up the IKD with the TIP women. But by calling it “my
organization” the TKP sabotaged the project for the sake of propaganda.
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After the Voice of TKP stated “Communist Women are organizing” in a
broadcast, the TIP women withdrew. But what was the point? Here we
are getting things started, its been agreed that it should be broad-based,
we’re managed to do this so what are they interfering for all the time?
CD says same process:
At the last minute the TIP women were turned against the setting up of
the IKD. “The Communists are in it and they will be doing illegal
activities” they said, voicing their anxieties. The women workers
disagreed. “Aren’t strikes also against the Law?” they said and they took
active part in the work. The TIP women left. On the 3rd June we formally
announced the founding of the IKD.

So the TIP women withdrew but in spite of this the remaining women
filled the neceSsary positions and founded the IKD. When we look at the list of the
founder members we see 12 names: Beria Onger, Nursel Ustiin, Vahide Yilmaz,
Fatma Giinel, Zuhal Meri¢, Seyda Talu, Dora Kiiciikyalgin, Goniil Taylan
(Dinger), Saadet Sizal, Hamiyet Akkaya, Giiner Dilsizoglu (Constitution, 1976: 6-
7). Five of these were university graduates, one a teacher, one had graduated at the
Amavutkéy American Girls High School, another had finished high school; that is out
of twelve people, eight were women with a high level of education according to
Turkish standards. They included a civil engineer (ITU graduate, Nursel Ustiin), an
electrical engineer (Robert College graduate, Goniil Dinger), a lawyer (Beria Onger),
a medical doctor (Dora Kiiglikyalgin) and a political sciences graduate (Seyda Talu). -
The other four founder members were workers. Of the workers, Vahide Yilmaz,
Fatma Giinel and Giiner Dilsizolu worked in the metal work sector, while Saadet
Sozal was in the textiles sector. The first Central Executive Committee (CEC) elected

from the founder members was made up of nine people and included four women

workers. Beria Onger was elected Chair while Seyda Talu became SecretarSr General.
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6.2 The IKD - TKP Relationship

The founders and executive committee members of the newly formed
IKD argued the need for an “independent, democratic mass organization” in the
Working Report submitted to its First General Assembly (I.GAWR, 1977) and
defined it as the following:

- The IKD is a mass movement of all women who work in the fields,

factories, offices, and houses.

The IKD is the active supporter of women’s struggles for their everyday

economic demands and their struggle for equality, democracy, progress

and peace.

The IKD is the INDEPENDENT organization of all women in our country.

The IKD has achieved important steps to becoming the only strong

mass democratic and independent women’s organization in our country.

Although the IKD was set up under the leadership of TKP women, it
carried out its claim to be an independent women’s organization until the day of its
closure. Among the reasons for this were: firstly, the fact that there were many
women in the IKD who were not members of any political party, secondly, that at the
time of the founding of the IKD apart from the TKP women, there were other left-
wing women with different views. Before starting mass membership registration to .
TKP, in the period when there were still very few members, the IKD Central
Executive Committee (CEC) opened its doors to women with different political views.

TKP party propaganda was never carried out in the IKD. The TKP
ideological line, political solutions, slogans (such as social progress, national

democratic fronf) terminology was used but TKP propaganda was not openly carried

out. CD clarifies:
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As the IKD, we never made TKP propaganda. General socialist agitation
and propaganda was carried out in the organization, but there was never
any specific steering. It was not a condition that women should be
members of the TKP, but we did not allow hostility towards the TKP.
Even many women who were not socialists joined the IKD and even
became Branch Executive Committee (BEC) members.

We believed that the independence of the IKD had to be maintained. For
example, when on 1st May 1978 the other democratic mass organizations
following the TKP line agreed their “Freedom for the TKP” banners, we
in the IKD section of the march decided not to open them.

_Even though the IKD was set up because of the initiative of TKP women
they never wanted to be a party section in the way that the Progressive Youth
Organization (iGD) was. For example, while the IGD branches were hung with TKP
slogans, poster of Marx, Engels and Lenin and photos of the TKP Secretary General,
Ismail Bilen with Fidel Castro, you would not find these on the walls of the IKD
branches. Whereas legal TKP publications were sold in IGD branches, these sales
were not carried out in IKD branches. AB explains why and how this position
continued in spite of criticism from the party:

The IKD was relatively an independent organization. We could feel the

stamp of the party in this or that way through the party leaders of the

party cadres, but we opposed a whole lot of things. For example, we
didn’t sell magazines that were known to be publications of the party.

Because of this, we were criticized by the party. But, we stuck to our

decision. “We won’t sell them, it’s not right because we had  criticized
other left-wing women for selling their own political organizations’
publications. We know it’s harmful, so we won’t do it ourselves,” we said.

You could see posters of Mustafa Suphi, Comrade Bilen with Castro in

IGD branches, but there were no such posters on IKD walls. This in itself

demonstrated our independence, showed that we were different.

In addition to the above, the IKD leadership was against the idea of the
IKD being a section of the Party in theoretical terms. The reasons for this position
included the fact that the TKP was an illegal organization, and the possibility that the

IKD could be closed and its members arrested by the police. The idea that the effect
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of open TKP propaganda would only be “to frighten off women who were in the first
stages or had not yet reached political consciousness and make them leave the

organization was also influential.” (Goéren, 1977, 8).

Perhaps the most clearest incident demonstrating the position in relation
to the TKP occurred at the 2nd General Assembly Meeting in 1978. At the Meeting, a
message from the TKP Central Committee (CC) was read out. The message started:
“The TKP .CC sends the Congress its warmest greetings,” and continued “Women,
especially labouring (emekgi) and proletarian women live their lives under double
exploitation. Since a democratic revolution leading to socialism was not realized,
women have not achieved real liberation. The IKD which is gathering a wide mass of
women under the roof of the IKD is struggling for equal rights in every social area
alongside the working class. Women want work, they want their rights, they want
nurseries, they want peace, they want to live.” The TKP CC wishes the Congress
“great success”. (URUN, 1978: 14-15) An IKD member who took part in the General
Assembly Meeting describes the situation:
Everybody in the hall listened to the message from the TKP, an illegal
party whose very name was banned, holding their breath. In those years, it
was forbidden to say those three letters. When the name TKP was .
pronounced openly and more than once in that hall, the reaction was one
of shock. Women’s eyes filled with tears, feelings ran high. More than one
thousand women delegates and friends stood up quite spontaneously
without any predetermined instructions, raising their fists and shouting
slogans with the shrill voices: “Freedom for the TKP” and “No to 141-
142” resounded through the hall. The long applause only ceased after the
persistent intervention of the IKD central executive committee. (Appendix
A) '

As it can be seen, however much the IKD insists that it was an

independent organization, the reading of the message from the TKP, an illegal party,
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at the General Assembly Meeting is an admission that it was an organization
controlled by the TKP. And in spite of the fact that the IKD insisted in all its
documents that it was an independent and democratic organization, the TKP in its
legal publications virtually declared its participation in the IKD. In 1979 at the
international conference organized in Berlin, the capital of German Democratic
Republic, to commemorate the Centennial Anniversary of the publication of August
Bebel’s Women and Socia[ism, the TKP representative said in his speech: “Comrades
we can say with pride: in our country the TKP is the influential force in the
democratic wdmen’s movement. This is due to the TKP’s Leninist politics and the
importance given to the woman question” and this statement was published in the
TKP’s legal publications (Tirkiye ve Diinya Olaylan, 1979: 12). These kind of

publications brought no disclaimer from the IKD.

Did the women want to become members of the TKP? For those who
were members, what did this mean? What was driving women to become members of
the TKP? In order to answer these questions, it is necessary to understand in what
way the TKP was significant for women and men in the 1970s. In the second half of
the 1970s, the TKP for the first time since the 1951 arrests, after decades of being ‘
seen only as a foreign bureau, was able to tread again on Turkish soil and it became a
great center of attraction. The founder of the TKP, Mustafa Suphi and the story of the
treacherous murder of his comrades were familiar in socialist/revolutionary circles
since 1921. The songs about the old heroes were now passed on to a new generation
by the veteran communists. Another legendary TKP member - Nazim Hikmet’s books

passed from hand to hand and his poems were on every revolutionary’s lips. The TKP
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once only a ‘legendary’ name now started to appear in trade unions, in the worker
neighborhoods and the factories, among youth and women and in professional

associations and at public rallies.

li

There were a number of other reasons which caused the TKP to become a
center of attraction. EF explains how she saw the TKP:

As a more democratic environment came into being in 1974, we began to

"discuss “what will happen now, what kind of party does Turkey need?”
Since the TIP had been closed at the time of the 12th March 1971 coup
the view that “a proletarian/working class party needs to be illegal”
gathered strength. In the circles I moved in, there were TIP and TKP
sympathizers. I was among those who were closer to the TKP, from the
theoretical/ideological point of view, not because I knew TKP very well. I
had a very romanticized view of a communist party in my mind. Really I
didn’t know anything about the TKP. I never thought I would become a
member myself. So when the call came to “join the party” I wondered
whether I was worthy. The idea of being a member of the TKP seemed to
me quite incredible.

From the 1960s onwards in addition to people who had never heard of the
TKP, many ‘revolutionary’ women and men who considered themselves Marxist
Leninist, joined the IKD and IGD in order to get close to the TKP. After 1975 many
socialist and revolutionary groups who before 1970 had participated in Dev-Geng,
joined the ranks of the TKP because of “the need for internationalism and the need -
for a single party in one country” (Kurtulug, 1976: 52). Yet legal socialist parties were
founded in Turkey such as TSIP in 1974, the second TIP and TEP in 1975. Sevim
Belli explains the TKP’s attraction:

But I think that during the period after the 12th March 1971 coup, taking
advantage of the political vacuum or rather the intimidation created by the
coup, the TKP developed a strong organizing capacity (...) According to
socialist public opinion they had the support of glorious Soviet Union, the
motherland of socialism, the first worker state. This support made them
more viable as an organization. Of course, this was an attractive privilege

in the eyes of these well meaning young people. i P
T e
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Before the IKD, women and men who adopted socialist ideas were not
satisfied with membership of a democratic mass organization. They wanted to be
members of a ‘party’ that was a working class political organization. Many women
and' men with no previous political consciousness who became members of the IKD
or IGD did not have this kind of desire. It was extremely important for these
politically conscious people to join the party of Mustafa Suphi and Nazim Hikmet
which had been “formed in the fires of the Bolshevik revolution.” For example, “the
socialist organization known as GSB-dNCU dissolved itself at a meeting in June 1976
and directed its members and sympathizers to join the TKP.” (Sahin, 1991: 44) NO
explains how she became a member of the party and what membership of the party

meant to her:

One of the IKD branch chairwomen brought me into the party. We had
known each other for two years. I wasn’t yet a party member and I
dreamed of TKP membership by night and fantasized about it by day. One
day this chairwomen invited me to her house. I didn’t suspect anything as
I used to visit her now and then. I’ll never forget, it was a cold autumn
evening: 30 Nov. 1977. First we had a short chat. Then she called me into
a little inner room, used as a storage space. I felt that something was
going to happen. Lowering her voice, she told me that she had known me
for a long time, that they had taken the decision earlier, but since I was in
Anatolia, she was only able to have this talk with me that day. She said to
me “Comrade, I invite you to become a member of the TKP.” For about a
few seconds, I stood in bewilderment without comprehending what she
had said. Then I suddenly realized. Yes, I was really being offered the
membership of the Party. I had never thought before how and who could
offer me membership. I don’t recall how it happened, but a lump came
into my throat and I began to cry, at first slowly, then bursting into tears.
She stood up and touched my shoulder gently with her hand. “I’ll leave
you alone,” she said. My sobbing intensified, after she left. I almost
calmed down, after crying for a while, when she returned. She had a tiny
brochure and a piece of paper in her hand. She said something like “This
is the constitution of TKP. Read it carefully and than write your
curriculum and application for membership on this paper.” As I took the .
constitution into my hand, I started to cry again with even deeper subs. I
didn’t want to cry, I didn’t want to cry at all, I was ashamed, but I just
couldn’t help myself. She said to me “I understand you very well. The
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same thing happened to us. Don’t worry about it,” and she went out
again. You see, becoming a member to TKP was like this for us.

~

6.3 What kind of a Women’s Organization?

In the sgcond half of the 1970s the subject of the organization of women
came onto the agenda of the socialist movement in Turkey as a result of the
formation of the IKD apd.its rapid rise in influence. Is there a need for a separate
women’s organization? If there is, what should its character be? Should it be a
Marxist-Leninist women’s organization or a democratic mass organization? The IKD
members answered these questions by claiming “a women’s organization should be a

structurally independent mass organization.”

Two months after its foundation, the aims of the IKD appeared thus in the
August 1975 issue of the IKD’s newspaper Kadmlarm Sesi:

The IKD was established on 3rd June 1975 in Istanbul through the efforts

of mainly women labourers. Greetings to all working women, children -

our hope for the future, all progressive democratic, patriotic forces! The

IKD outlines its aims to all women and our people as follows:

* true equality must be achieved in education, employment opportunities
and promotion.

* motherhood must be seen as a social function.

* equal pay must be given for equal pay.

* existing legal rights and equalities must be put into practice and any laws
humiliating women must be amended.

* women must be conscious defenders of peace, democracy, national
independence and social progress. (Kadinlarin Sesi, 1975: 3)

We can find the IKD’s own justification for its foundation in the First
General Assembly Working Report. After explaining why women need to organize

and criticizing ‘incorrect’ organizational structures in the section titled “Why and what
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kind of an organization?”, the subject is approached as follows in the section “The
Founding of the IKD.”

In our country up to now, when we talked about a women’s organization,
this meant only bourgeois women’s organization, and therefore working
(emekgi) women’s organization was considered in the same category.
That is why working class women’s desire to organize was met with
suspicion in these circles. A lot of well meaning people responded to this
initiative with unfair and irrelevant criticisms, such as “will you have tea
parties?”, “organizing women is feminism.” Putting the case that a
women’s organization was unnecessary and that the class struggle must be
fought by women and men shoulder to shoulder, they claimed that a
‘women’s organization would be divisive rather than ‘strengthening the
struggle. As a reaction to this, organizing women began to be seen only as
the organizing of the socialist, revolutionary women. Some people
however endeavored to attack the IKD to various parties or to make it
function as a women’s section. But they were unable to reduce women’s
organization to any party’s women’s section or to move a democratic
mass organization from its independent mass principle. (First General
Assembly Working Report, 1977: 44)

After stating that “the IKD achieved organization by overcoming
incorrect positions and ideas about organizing women and about the women
question,” the Report continued:

From the very beginning, the IKD made it a principle to organize all
women and took great care that there should be no discrimination on the
basis of language, religion, political view or anything else. The structure
of the IKD makes it accessible to all women (...) Under the roof of an
organization today, women of every opinion and every social standing
had come’ together. The IKD was not satisfied with only recruiting °
women, but also appointed them to positions of responsibility without
considering differences of opinion. Anybody who works according to the
principles and aims of the organization is given a duty, while women
workers get priority. (First General Assembly Working Report, 1977: 34-
35)(my own emphasis)

The question of women’s organization was discussed in Uriin (Harvest),
the TKP’s legal journal, just as it was discussed in all the other socialist publications.

In the March 1977 issue of Uriin, an article written by AB titled The Women
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Labours Movement in Turkey is Developing and Getting Stronger through
Practice, appeared under the signature of Fatma Goren. This article discussed the
relationship between the communist party and the mass women’s organization. The
main point of view presented was that women could be members of communist
parties in equality with men and with full nights:

(...) In a proletarian party just as there are no differences in rights and

duties between workers and intellectuals, so there is no difference, nor can

there be, between women and men members.(...) the organization that

will take place is definitely not the organisation of Marxist-Leninist

women. (Goren, 1977: 6)

The IKD women considered the formation of a Marxist-Leninist women’s
organization to be wrong. Because, only communist parties are and can be Marxist-
Leninist. They pointed out that for this reason a women’s organization could not and

should not be Marxist-Leninist, The IKD women defended this position and were

criticized by other left-wing organizations for this position.

After establishing this position, Goren states that “a democratic women’s
organization must include all women (except a handful of the capitalist class).”
(Goren, 1977: 6) (my own emphasis) This statement contradicts a previous quotation,
because while there were no limits there, the limits were set in the Uriin article. In
fact, by excluding “a handful of capitalist class” women, the organization admits being
a ‘women labours’ organization. This position is really an answer to the critics that a
women’s organization should only include “workers and revolutionary/ socialist”
women. In other words, the IKD women claiming to include all women, apart from
bourgeois women, who at that time were considered to be very few in number, were

defining a very broad base.
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Just as a democratic and progressive women’s movement can not be a
movement only of Marxist-Leninist women, so it can not be a movement
of only women workers.(...) To perceive mass democratic women’s
organization as a socialist party women’s organization and to propose that

. it works in this way has a limiting and divisive function for a broad-based
women’s organization.(...) To try to persuade organization members of
the views of political parties, to attempt to enroll party members from the
organization is to misunderstand the meaning of a mass organization. In
addition, if the few conscious women work in the organization only for
such a purpose, it will benefit neither the women’s movement as a whole
nor the political parties that they support.(Goren, 1977: 7-8)

It was not just in the legal publications of the TKP that it was argued
against the IKD being the women’s section of the TKP. The argument appeared also
in the documents of the 1977 TKP Conference. “Our party is aware that the women’s
movement in Turkey is a rich source for the TKP, of young women communists who
have been tested in action.”(...) However, all this does not mean that a mass women’s
organization has been brought to the position of the party’s women section (Uriin,
1977: 26) (my own empbhasis) In this way the TKP on the one hand supported the
independence of the IKD, but on the other hand, it acknowledged that it saw the IKD
as an organization that educated women as communists. How could this be? In her
above mentioned article, Goren answers this question in her third point:

Naturally there will be Marxist-Leninist women in a mass women’s

organization. There must be. They will be the ones who will form and -

develop the women’s organization in the light of Marxist-Leninist
principles. The members of the political party of the working class in the
women’s organization, will take as their main duty to massification and
development of the organization. Naturally, a working class party will, at
the same time, independently organize within this broad mass women’s
organization (...) However, the fact that the working class party is gaining
women members and organizing independently among women should not

be at the expense of harming the massification of the women’s
organization. (Géren, 1977:8)
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It was learned from the record of the 1977 Conference that women from
the IKD were being enrolled as party members. It was stated: “Our party, our party
organs have had successes in the women’s organization which should not be
underestimated. In the fertile soil of the women’s movement in Turkey the young,
bold, fighting women communists of the future, our party’s new members are
blossoming.” (Uriin; 1977: 26) AB tells how she witnessed this period:

‘We didn’t intend to turn the IKD into a revolutionary women’s
organization. We hoped that women would develop into revolutionaries.
As women gained their confidence they would increase their skills.
Women would turn into neighborhood and workplace leaders, but if they
were not satisfied with this, they could search for something more.
Membership period was considered as a process consisting of several
stages leading to party membership. We regarded all IKD members in the
same sense, for executive committee to ordinary members.

The other left-wing groups, who had previously condemned “a separate
women’s organization as divisive,” began to join in the IKD, seeing the success of the
IKD mostly not to leave women to the TKP. The women belonging to these left-wing
groups did not see the IKD as sufficiently “revolutionary and socialist”. AB explains:

In the 1970s the idea of setting up a women’s organization was
considered to be a feminist position on the left. The other lefi-wing groups
first regarded this position as divisive: we were supposedly dividing the
working class movement. But, after a while when the IKD came into
existence and developed so fast, they were impressed. The left-wing
groups wanted to take control of the IKD. We had no objections when
they joined us, but we opposed their methods. We opposed their efforts to
gain members and to distribute hard-line revolutionary publications. On
the other hand, they considered our training efforts to be insufficient and
argued that it was necessary to teach revolutionary theory. In our
discussions, they said “if there is going to be a women’s organization and
if that organization is not going to be divisive, it can only be a
revolutionary women’s organization to draw more women into the
revolutionary struggle” and they found us as insufficient. They criticized
us saying “you are putting too much efforts into nurseries, literacy classes,
district water and sewerage and not enough attention on class
consciousness.” They added “the IKD will only be valuable if you turned
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it into a school that will bring out revolutionary women.” We responded
by saying that was not the proper direction.

Women belonging to _other political organizations were in the IKD
particularly in the first years of its existence. NO, one of such members, confirms the
statement of AB as follows:

I became a member of the IKD as a result of a directive of the

organization I belonged to (GSB - ONCU). Our aim was to gain control

over some of the branches and to keep some of the women organized in
IKD, otherwise be lost to TKP. The IKD was a organization set up by
socialist women, but real control was with the TKP. This was never
admitted openly, but everyone knew. Although they knew straight away
that I was a revolutionary woman from another political organization,
they didn’t hesitate to accept me as a member. We did not consider the

IKD as a sufficiently socialist organization and we never liked the official

paper, Kadinlarin Sesi. It was not sufficiently revolutionary according to

us.

After a while the IKD, which had previously been opposed and criticized,
drew the attention of all left-wing groups, parties, organization. The women from the
GSB-ONCU group took part in the foundation of the Izmir branch. They also began
to work in the Ankara and Istanbul branches. Women members of the TSIP in spite of
being opposed to the IKD at the time of its formation, later became members of the
IKD and even played a significant role in the establishment of the IKD branches in

Bursa and Mersin and took part in the branch executive committees.

The socialist group known as Kurtulug formed the Samsun Women’s
Association, which was later to become the Black Sea Women’s Association

(KKD) and approached the executive committee of the IKD for affiliation.

The IKD’s success impressed the lefi-wing groups so much that some

wanted not to join IKD but set up their own women’s organizations. For example,
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Sevim Belli, one of the founders of TEP recalls in her memoirs, without specifying the
daté, that after 1975 they initiated the process of setting up a women’s organization:
“democratic women who were not aligned to any party were also called. The purpose
was to set up a joint women’s organization.” (Belli, 1994: 575) Sevim Belli states that
lawyer Giilgin Cayligil, lawyer Necla Fertan and Sirin Tekeli also took part in those
meetings, but she adds that the initiative never came to anything. “We didn’t achieve
any success worth mentioning in this matter. In other words, we couldn’t draw

women from outside our circles into the women’s movement.” (Belli, 1994: 577)

The Women Labours Association (EKD); the Ankara Women’s
Association (AKD) later became the Federation of the Revolutionary Women’s;
the DDKaD which was set up in Diyarbakir were among the organizations set up at
this time. During this period not only left-wing groups but even the fascist Nationalist

Movement Party (MHP) set up a women’s organization called Ulkii-Han.

Until 1978 the IKD Executive Committee trained its own activists. In
Turkey’s four corners (except the East Anatolian Region) there were leaders who
were TKP members or sympathisers or branches and local offices who sympathized .
with socialism and hundreds, even thousands of IKD members or Kadmlarim Sesi
subscribers. From that point on, the operation of excluding different opinions from the

organization started.

The period' of excluding women with different political views can be
followed in Kadin Dayamymas1 (Woman Solidarity) magazine, the paper of the

TSIP women members. At the Ankara/Cankaya Branch Assembly in September 1977
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the sale of the paper was prevented and Kadmm Dayamsmas: was declared as a
“divisive paper” (Kadin Dayamgmasi, 1977: 5) The speakers from the “Democratic
Centralist” group were obstructed from speaking later in the Assembly. The paper
says: “the speakers were cut off on account with a motion that was claimed to be out
of order and the members registered their names for a speech before the motion were
not given the right of speaking.” (Kadin Dayamgmast, 1977: 5) It was also reported in
the same issue that the IKD CEC was not satisfied only by dissolving the Bursa
Branch and appointing a temporargl “friendly” branch ex;cutive committee, but
continued “expelling the activists beyond their political lines”. (Kadin Dayanigmasi,
1977: 7) On 12.12.1977, Fazilet Culha, TSIP member and General Editor of Kadin
Dayanmigmasi magazine, was expelled from membership without asking for her written
defense, due to reasons claimed as, “the paper’s destructive and divisive publications
about the IKD.” That attitude was the result of the meaningless struggle .between TKP

and TSIP reflected on IKD.

The mistrust shown towards women with different political views was
extended even to sympathisers of the TKP. Vahide Yilmaz relates how old GSB-
ONCU women members, even after this organization had dissolved itself and
identified with the TKP, were met with mistrust.

In the IKD, there was never a place among us for a different political
direction. For example, after the GSB dissolved itself, for a long time we
treated the women of this organization, who of their own accord had
come to work in a women’s organization, with suspicion and we checked
upon all their activities. In fact it took these very hard working women
friends a very long time to prove to us that they had no ulterior motives
(). On the other hand, when the TSIP women came and said “we’ll join
your organization but we want our own page in Kadinlarin Sesi” we
didn’t even accept them as members. Giilten Kagmaz became a member
of the organization in her all sincerely, but just because she was the wife
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of Ahmet Ka¢maz, the Chairman of TSIP, all her comings and goings

were watched, she was given no work and finally she was forced to

resign. In this way, we saved ourselves from this terrible danger (!)

(Yilmaz, 1990: 41)

However it needs to be printed out that in the 1970s the IKD was not the
only organization that having trained its own activists, expelled women with other
political views, did not allocate them duties and forced them to resign. All political
groups either set up. organizations which totally upheld their political position or they
took control of existing organizations and tried to impose their own views. This was

even true for democratic mass organizations such as TOB-DER, TUM-DER, TUTED

which had members from all sorts of lefi-wing political organizations.

In short the IKD was an organization that had the same positive and
negative aspects as all other organizations formed in the 1970s as “democratic mass
organizations.” The fact that it was set up and led by women did not éhange this. It
can be said that the 1970s were a period of unnecessarily divided communist/socialist/
revolutionary organizations. This period will go down in history as a time when the
members of left-wing organizations worked with incredible commitment to gain
acceptance in the mass movements, while at the same time the people belonging to
different groups did nbt work in solidarity but on the contrary were in unbelievable
competition with each other which almost amounted to a war. Because of this, to say
retrospectively that “these things should not have happened in a women’s
organization” shows a lack of understanding of the spirit of the times. The IKD was
not able to stay outside the politics of the TKP on this subject and they saw other

women working for the same socialist aim as competitors and did not take them under

111



the umbrella of the IKD. It was obviously a contradictory position for the Central
Executive Committee of the IKD claiming to be “an independent organization” on
one hand, while allowing on the other hand only the TKP to recruit within the IKD. If
the IKD had been able to continue with the policy of the first years of its existence, i.e.
if it had retained its position as an organization which was open to all other political
views, then it would have collected many more women under its roof. But especially
after 1978 the IKD not only purged women from other political groups, but also
virtually mz‘tde the IKD into the TKP’s Women Section. In this waj'/, it deviated from
its founding idea, which had been so insistently argued, of gathering together women

“of every opinion and every social sector” and refusing to become a party section.
6.3.1 IKD and the ‘Organizational Independence’

Inspite of all this, the IKD was “organizationally independent.” Because
the women who were the leaders of the IKD took their own decisions. These were
women with strong characters and self-confidence. With their own competence and
initiative they put into practice a loosely-defined political position. EF answers the
question “how indepeﬁdent was the IKD” as follows:

The IKD was not independent of party policies but organizationally it was
really independent. To give an example: at the Bursa Conference, we
didn’t allow the TSIP men to come into the hall. YK., a TSIP woman
who was extremely capable, kept going in and out of the hall to get the
men’s advice. We never took advice from men and condemned this kind
of behavior.

Let me mention another event: In 1978 we invited all the organizations to
a meeting. Several came but only Emegin Bayrag: (Labour’s Flag) and
Kurtulug (Liberation) abstained. We set down and talked to the young
women from these organizations, they accept a whole lot of things, then
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they came to the next meeting and said “we’ve changed our minds.” We
agreed on slogans and the next day the same people came and said “our
political organization criticized us, they asked how could you accept
these?.” We never did things like that. Nobody ever said to us “do this” or
“why did you say that there” and anyway, we would not have accepted
such an attitude.

CD makes a similar evaluation to EF. The IKD women did not give
anyone a chance to interfere with them.

We succeeded in reaching housewives, women workers, working
professional women and every women who participated was able to see
‘the concrete results of  her work. That’s the kind of “women’s”
organization that we were, and this attracted so much attention, especially
after 1978 that interventions and directives started at different levels. But
we managed to retain our independence in the organizational sense. We,
women made the decisions about all the campaigns. All actions were
carried out with women’s creativity. At first no one interfered, because
they didn’t considered it worthwhile. By 1978, they didn’t dare to
interfere, because by now there were well trained women in the executive
committee, regional secretariats and branch executive committees, who
were conscious political activists.

NO relates an event corresponding to the understanding of organizational
independence.

In 1976, I worked on the organization of the Diyarbakir branch. After 3-4
months work I opened an IKD branch and the executive committee
recalled me. $.Y., who was the TKP regional/district secretary, which I
didn’t know at the time but found out after the 1980 coup, said to me, “go
to Istanbul and tell the IKD executive committee to send you back here.
Tell them that I want this.” When I said this to the General Secretary of
IKD she looked at me knowingly, smiled and said nothing. Two days
later, I was on my way in a completely different direction, to Trabzon, as
the Secretary of the Eastern Black Sea Region. I didn’t know if this
example demonstrates the IKD’s organizational independence from the
TKP. But at least it shows that any influential party man in a position of
authority could not interfere in the work of the IKD according to his own
ideas. We IKD women showed our great displeasure to any men who
tried to interfere with our work. '

I was still secretary of the Diyarbakir region. News came that women in
Van wanted to form an IKD branch. Even though setting up a branch in
Van was not in my program, but I decided to go there. On the very day I
was leaving, the Branch Chairman of the IGD said to me: “Don’t go to
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Van. You won’t be able to set up a branch there and anyway it isn’t
necessary.” I remember I became very angry and told him that only me
and the IKD Executive Committee would decide in which cities IKD
branches would or not would not be formed. And I set up an IKD branch
in Van.

6.4 The Ideological Structure of the IKD and its Approach to Feminism

.How did the IKD members see women’s position in the 1970’s? Actually
the IKD women did not see women’s position very differently from today’s feminists.

By spending a large part of their day doing housework such as, cooking,

washing, laundry which does not help develop a person’s personality,

women are left completely outside social production.

...(women) in addition to all their hard work and effort are, not
appreciated and they meet only humiliation and contempt.

Women’s centuries old passivity, distance from social life, withdrawal,

silence, their life within the narrow confines of the family and the home,

their inexperience, their narrow world revolving around the home and
kitchen...

In addition the widespread traditions and blind beliefs which oppress

women, the pressure exerted by husbands, fathers, fiancees, the lack of

time and other hundreds of factors which are lived every day are a barrier

to women getting organized. (First General Assembly W.Report, 1976: 6-

37)

The IKD perceived the question of Women’s Liberation in exactly the
same way as their predecessors, the women of the Second International and the
Comintern. According to communists, the major reason for women’s oppression is
the exclusion of women from public production and women’s struggle for

emancipation is an integral part of the struggle of the proletariat (working class) to

overthrow capitalism. Women’s liberation was impossible in the capitalist system in
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which they lived and women would not be liberated while class system and
exploitation existed. Since “they knew that women’s liberation was bound up with the
liberation of the working class and labour” if they want to be liberated they should
join the socialist struggle (ILGAWR, 1978: 25) This position was spelt out in the IKD
documents.

The honorable but difficult duty of our women’s movement, which says

our path is the path of the working class, our liberation is tied to the

liberation of labour (...) is to ensure that an organized women’s
movement along with all other sectors of the people joins in united action

of the working class under the leadership. (I GAWR, 1978: 33)

Sadly, the IKD women either did not know the history of the communist
women’s movement which they had inherited or they consciously only adopted the
ideological positions which were based on the period from the 1930s onwards. They
even fell behind the ideas that were discussed and accepted in the First Communist
Women’s Conference referred to in the 4th Chapter. The IKD womer.1 do not even
mention the very clearly stated principle to “abolish domestic labour.” And they
continued the silence of communist women on the issue of family and fertility. Since
they did not know Clara Zetkin’s criticizm about the treatment of women as second
class members in communist parties they were not prepared for the danger awaiting
them. However, the IKD women adopted wholesale from the International the
position “of not making alliances with feminists” they evaluated the period like this:

The IKD women’s knowledge of the feminist movement consisted of

strong criticizms of the socialist countries. The radical feminist and

socialist feminist publications which formed the theoretical principals of

the second wave of feminism were just beginning to appear in the West.
(IKD is 20 Years Old,Unpublished.)
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Their analysis of feminism appeared in Kadmlarmn Sesi and the First
Report in the early years. It appears that the engagement with feminism was very brief
and superficial. Because criticizms of the IKD of being “feminist” the IKD women
had to keep repeating that they weren’t feminist, that they were against feminism. In
the first issue of Kadinlarin Sesi, the IKD’s newspaper, their views of feminism were
set out. Under the heading A Subject: Wrong Views on Women, they talked about
two incorrect views: The first view that was criticized was the idea that women’s
place is in the home and that womeﬁ are inferior beings. The second one was the
feminist view which they presented as follows:

This view argues that women are oppressed by men and that they will be
liberated from backwardness by struggling against men. Feminism is
primarily about women’s rights and it calls women to an active fight to
win these rights. However, nowadays especially in advanced capitalist
countries, many women who wrongly hold this view are fighting to use
the same toilets as men, do not wear bras on the basis that they restrict
freedom and to behave and dress like men, in the name of women’s rights,
freedom and equality. (Kadinlarin Sesi, 1975:3)

As it can be seen, the IKD women analyzed and interpreted feminism
superficially. So, this interpretation reached the IKD members and the readers of
Kadinlarin Sesi. This superficial approach also appeared in the . GAWReport:

In the feminist women’s movement and feminist organizing the -
understanding of equality between men and women has been reduced to

the gross and simplistic level of women needing to do everything that men

do. Instead of taking men as allies, feminists have set them up as targets or

even as enemies. In this way, they distort women’s desire to come

together and organize for their social liberation, they show them wrong

targets and they abstract this struggle from the struggle of: other

progressive and left-wing forces in society. That is why this kind of
feminists organizing whether in our country or in the rest of the world has

never gained anything of concrete value. In fact, women’s struggle for

liberation cannot be considered separately from the struggle for the
liberation of society in general. (. GAWR, 1976: 30-31)
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In short, the IKD women accepted that women were oppressed but they
remained tied to the solutions of Zetkin and Kollontai which stated that women would
only be liberated from this oppression with the abolition of classes and exploitation.
Although the concept “patriarchy” was widely used in Engel’s “The Origin of the
Family”, which was a primary reference book for IKD women, this problem did not
exist for them. For the IKD women, feminism was a current which would divide the
workers movement on the basis of gender and weaken it. In a recent interview when
asked “what did you know about the second wave of feminism?”; EF answered:

I didn’t know. I hadn’t read that kind of thing. We knew a bit about the

first wave of feminism, the suffragettes, we read Beauvoir, but we didn’t

know about the second wave of feminism. We were against feminism
without thinking about it very much. I thought the Marxist commentaries
were enough.

AB answered the question “what did you know about feminism in the
1970s?” by saying “virtually nothing” and she continued:

I knew the criticisms about feminism which appeared in the Progress

Publishers publications printed in the Soviet Union. I didn’t read anything

else. The most important books of the 2nd wave of feminism were only

published in the West in 1974-75. When I went abroad, I brought back

Progress publications, because at that time that’s where my interest lay.

GH answered the question “as an Istanbul woman Civil Engineer who
frequently visited Europe weren’t you aware of the feminist movement which was
terrorizing Europe” like this:

I didn’t know there was such a thing as feminism. I didn’t know that it

was a movement that way creating havoc in Europe. It hadn’t reached us.

Our feminism remained at the level of Simone de Beauvoir’s books. If the

writers of the time had been translated’perhaps we would have been
influenced differently. I don’t know what would have happened if the

* Feminist books published abroad in the 1970s were not usually translated into Turkish. The only
one was Kate Millet’s Sexual Politics translated by Seckin Selvi and published by Payel Yayinevi in
1973. But in the interviews IKD women said “no” books were published.
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people who understood feminism at that time had explained it more
effectively, but they didn’t do this.

The important thing here is that no criticism reached the IKD women on
account of their analysis of feminism. EF explains the situation like this:

There was no feminist voice criticising the IKD. Feminists like Sirin Tekeli
and Stella Ovadia who after 1980 became important figures in the feminist
movement, had been IKD members. None of them gave this kind of
criticism when they left the IKD. I'm not saying that we would have
accepted it if they had, but they didn’t criticise us from a feminist
perspective. Just as no criticism came to us from the women’s front so not
-a single book of the 2nd wave of feminism was translated into Turkish in
the 1970s. At that time we were more concerned about improving our
knowledge of Marxist Theory. There was no milieu to bring us into the
debate on women. If such a milieu had existed we would have at least
read these in order to prepare a response and I didn’t know what kind of
impression they would have made on us.

AB said “the opposition to us came from the left. Those woman called us
“feminist” and we were trying to show that we weren’t” and then she went on:

No one said to us “what kind of women’s movement is this. You don’t
know the first thing about feminism.” Feminists first appeared in Turkey
in the 1980s. Nobody denies this. Sirin Tekeli herself says that she didn’t
bother herself with feminism until after 1980. Stella came to IKD and
became a member. we expelled her but she didn’t write either to criticise
the IKD or protest against her expulsion. She could have written a book
or a pamphlet or even got a newspaper to write a short piece about it. In
other words no criticisms from a feminist perspective were ever made to
us by anybody.

This is not an excuse for the fact that we as people who read piles of
books such as Progress Publishers or other lefi-wing publishers, did not
read feminist books. Why didn’t we read them? We had no motivation. In
spite of this I always maintain a share of self-criticism here. On the other
hand we didn’t have time. I wonder how many novels I read in the last
four years in the IKD. We didn’t read anything except theoretical books.
We didn’t even go to the cinema at that time.

In the second half of the 1970s the other women organizations formed by

socialist women in Turkey held the same attitudes. Aysegiil Devecioglu, General
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Secretary of the Federation of Revolutionary Women’s Organizations (DKD/F) tells it
like this:

Those were days of tremendous social struggle. We used to say that as
socialists we had to work in every field (...) We knew that theoretical
pieces that explained that women were doubly oppressed, by heart but I
can’t say that we really took this into account when we worked with
women. I was reading Kate Millet and so on at that time. But those were
very secondary things, We were in the socialist struggle. (Devecioglu,
1988: 24-26)

‘During the same period the TSIP women who brought out the journal
Kadin Dayamgmast (Woman Solidarity) did not think differently. In the 3rd issue of
Kadin Dayamgmas: TSIP women wrote the following in an article titled, “The

Function of the IKD and Our Duties”:

The primary function of an organization like this which gathers women
from different sectors under roof is to educate them in the direction of
participating in the struggle for democracy and raising their political
awareness. The secondary function is to struggle for women’s social rights
and interests. When advising women from the organization in regard to
social (the protection of motherhood, equal pay for equal work, nurseries
and so on) women workers should be directed to the trade unions to
defend their economic rights and interests and other working women
should be directed to democratic professional organizations. (Kadin
Dayanigmasi, 1977: 2)

Just as the IKD was opposed to feminism from an ideological point of
view, as a “hierarchical and centralist” organization it was also in total opposition to
feminists from the point of view of organizational structure. In spite of this were the
IKD members able to form different, more “womanish” relations among themselves
than other democratic mass organizations with hierarchical structures. EF says:

Actually we were feminists at that time. For first generation older women

like us in the IKD it was accepted as a fact that women were completely

independent from and equal to men. It didn’t occur either to me or to AB

to ask our husbands “shall I do this or that?” when we were doing
something.
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AB, on the other hand makes this evaluation in her article that was written in 1990:

In spite of everything the IKD was an organization where men were not
directly involved where they could not directly impose their hegemony. In
many organizations where men were directly involved, many rights and
opportunities for women that were taken for granted in the IKD did not
exist. In organizations and meetings where men were present, we know
that women were often afraid to speak and when they did speak they
endured ridicule and humiliation. “Important” jobs such as writing a
leaflet, bringing out a newspaper, doing educational work were a male
monopoly. Leadership at every level was like this. In the IKD, at every
level, women naturally carried out these “important” duties and jobs such
as leadership, leaflets, publication of papers, and education. What is more
‘these women were able to do these at least as well as the men in similar
organizations and usually with more creativity, commitment and
responsibility. (Dinger, 1990: 9)

In spite of its hierarchical structure the IKD developed its own style of
making and carrying out decisions that were different from other organizations. In the
IKD all work was due together without regard for organizational hierarchy. For
example, when a mailing had to be done, stuffing envelopes was done as a joint task.
No member was ever seen to serve or to be made to serve an CEC member. IKD’s
CEC members even did such jobs as making tea or cleaning the premises as a matter
of course. NO, explains:

I never saw IKD members serve IKD Leaders. As a Regional Secretary, I

was in the position of the leader of the highest rank in the places where I

worked. In spite of this, when someone said, “Let’s clean up the place” in

any branch I would go and clean the toilets and leave the newest members
to empty the ashtrays. I behaved like this because I thought that

“comradely and communist relations” were relations between equals and

that this could be demonstrated only in this way.

The hierarchy in the IKD could sometimes be reversed. A Member or
Branch Chair could give orders to a Regional Secretary who was above her in the

hierarchy. NO, explains:

One day I returned to Samsun after a meeting of the Central Organizing
Bureau in Istanbul. I went to the Branch Chair’s house and find four or
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five IKD women with crochet hooks in their hands, broils crocheting
away. Before I had a chance to say “What’s going on?”, Branch
Chairwomen said to me: “Come and take this hook and get to work on
this motif. We’re making table cloths to pay for IKD’s rent. Everybody
has to do it.” Although I had lots of other work that needed to be done
and could have easily refused, I didn’t say anything and I took the hook
and made my first stitches that day. There would be no question of
anybody giving an IGD Regional Secretary instructions in such a manner.

6.5 The Kadmlarm Sesi (Voice of Women) Newspaper

As explained in Chapter IV, the German Social Democrat Women
published a paper called Die Gleicheit (Equality) while the Bolsheviks in Tsarist
Russia published Rabonitsa (Women Workers). Both of these were aimed at women
workers. In Turkey, Kadinlarin Sesi (Voice of Women), the official paper of the IKD
began to be published in 1975. The women who made the decision about the paper’s
name did not knew that their sisters in France in 1848 (Voix de Femmes) and in

Great Britain in the 1960s (Women’s Voice) had chosen the same name.

Kadinlarin Sesi (Voice of Women) was a publication which was entirely
a product of women. From the owner (Beria Onger) to the editors (Zithal Merig, .
Dora Kiigiikyalgin, and finally Berrin Uyar) from the correspondent to the columnist
all were women. All the technical work, distribution and sales were also carried out by
women. This paper was brought out by women who had no previous experience of
this kind of work. Contributions to Kadinlarin Sesi were nearly always published
anonymously. The paper was produced collectivély’. Each article committed the whole

IKD. The 1970s was a time in Turkey when individual identities were not important,
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where individuals merged into a collective and were assessed as part of a collective. In
almost all the periodicals of left-wing groups, very few names appear. The ones that
do appear are those of leaders who attract the attention of the masses. The IKD also
followed this custom and generally the only articles that bore a name were reports of
speechés made by Beria Onger at openings or press reports. Most of the speeches and
articles were almost always prepared collectively by the Executive Committee of the

IKD.

The IKD was founded on 3rd June 1975 and the first issue of Kadinlarin
Sesi appeared in August. The paper continued to be published continually and 61
issues appeared until 12th September 1980. The first issue was a tabloid of four pages
which were printed 5000 copies. (Appendix B) When the circulation reached 10,000
in June 1976 the number of the pages had increased to six. In the First General
Assembly in 1976, it was planned to increase the number of pages and the circulation
and this was achieved. In May 1977, the circulation reached 20,000 and in July 1977
there were eight pages. On the 8th March 1978, the circulation reached 25,000. From
1st November 1978 with its 40th issue, it changed from a tabloid to a 20x28 cm.
format, with 29 pages. (Appendix C) In a special announcement in the 40th issue a
target was set to reach a circulation of 50,000 with 15,000 subscribers by 1st May
1979. But this target was not reached even by September 1980. In the pamphlet
“IKD is 10 years Old” it is stated that the last issue of the journal had a print run of

30,000 and there were 32 pages.(IKD is 10 Years Old, 1985:10)

122



Until May 1977 Kadinlarin Sesi appeared as the “Paper of the Ilerici
Kadinlar Dernegi” but after this date it came out as an independent publication. In the
first issues the words “Paper of the IKD” appeared under the logo, whereas later this

was replaced by “for Equality, Social Progress and Peace.”

Many articles in Kadimlarin Sesi were aimed specifically at women
worke;s. A lot of information was given about the situations of women taking part in
the struggle against fascism and for ‘democracy at an international level and about
these struggles. Apart from political analysis there were interviews with workers,
teachers, office workers, housewives, etc. In the last quarter of the 1970s when deaths
were reaching more than 3 a day, women were called into the struggle for democracy
and socialism In addition high prices, the reasons for inflation, economic inequality,
the absence of good working and health conditions, nurseries, pensions and other
problems were dealt with. In the column, Letters From Friend letters from members
or non-members from the four corners of Turkey were printed. In the health column
information about women’s and children’s health was given. The lives of women from
different classes and sections of society, their reactions to events and their behavior
were presented in the form of photo-novels ~and drawings. Additionally a lot of space
was given to the international women’s movement and the IDWF, the shared problem
of disarmament and the peace movement and calls for solidarity with the peoples of
Chile, Palestine, etc. and who were fighting against fascism. Women were also given
detailed information in every issue, of IKD’s organizational work, literacy classes,
health work, activities, newly started campaigns, demonstrations and other activities

that had taken place and events celebrating 8th March International Women’s Day.
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Although Kadinlarin Sesi defined itself as a paper which “approached the
women’s question from a class position” and stated its editorial policy as presenting
“solutiqns for women’s social economic problems in the system in which we live”
(ILGAWR, 1978: 112), subjects of specific interest to women also appeared. In this
sense Kadimnlarm Sesi was truly a women’s paper. For example, in the 55th issue an
article Menopause appeared while in the 57th issue there was an article titled “Birth
Control is up to you.” When we remember that at that time sexuality was virtually a
taboo subject in revolutionary/socialisf circles, we realize how valuable these articles
were. Abortion was advocated in an article titled “What is Abortion?” (Issue 41, p.
21) In the final issue in an article titled “I’m expecting a baby” information was
given regarding the question “What kind of sexual relations during pregnancy?”

(Appendix D)

From the first issues arﬁc;les such as “What are your rights regarding
breast feeding rooms and nurseries?” (Issue 3) or “maternity leave” (Issue 6) appeared
as features in columns headed “Did you know this” and women were constantly made
aware of how to put legal rights into practice in their lives. It’s interesting that from
the 43rd Issue needlework patterns begin to appear. “You too can crotchet a -
tablecloth” is followed by “let’s see a jump suit for our child”. In the “Handy Tips”
column advice is offered on “How to get rid of biro stains?” or “What you can do to
get rid of cockroaches?” As the number of IKD members reached the thousands,
Kadmnlarin Sesi begari to publish such articles, from cooking recipes to knitting
patterns with the intention of addressing a wider women’s audience. The point

reached here reminds us of the path taken by Clara Zetkin’s Equality. Equality had a -
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print run of 2000 in 1891 aﬁd was directed at “advanced women’s comrades.” In
1914 however with a circulation of 125,000 it was wﬁting about recipes and fashion.
To argue on the one hand that women’s liberation can only be achieved when
“stupefying housework is done away with” and on the other hand to start columns on
“Handy Hints” is surely proof of a tremendous confusion on the subject at where

women’s liberation lies.

In all four corners of Turkey on streets of cities large arid small the sale of
a paper only for women was an event which IKD members put on the agenda for the
first time in Turkey. From 1968 it was common to see members and sympathisers of
socialist/revolutionary groups selling their papers on the street. And the IKD women
became a common sight as they stood in groups of five or fifteen with piles of papers
in their hands at boat stations, train stations and city centers shouting “Kadmnlarin Sesi
for Equality Peace and Progress is out.” The first sales started in big cities such as
Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir but later street sales went on in provincial capitals such as
Bursa, Trabzon, Samsun, Antakya and Iskenderun. Paper selling often finished at the
police station. An IKD member recalls:

After 1978 the political situation became quite harsh. In addition to the
possibility of police arrests, attacks on women selling papers by fascists
and so-called Maoist groups had also begun. So we started to plan paper
sales very seriously. We made detailed plans: how many people would sell
the paper, how many people would act as watch-outs, how long would
sales last? Apart from attacks by fascists or Maoist, incidents of sexual
harassment also occurred. Because of the possibility of arrests and attacks
it was decided to limit a sale to 15-20 minutes and then to do another sale,
half an hour later, for another 15-20 minutes in another part of the city.
Before the police had time to act on information about a sale, the women
would have left for another center. There was one woman responsible for -
each sale. In an emergency she would make the decisions. She knew who
had gave out on a sale and who was acting as a watch-out. In case of
arrest, she would inform the branch or center, would immediately send a
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lawyer to the police station where women were held and do anything else
that was necessary. Before going out on a sale there would be a meeting
on the organizations premises where every possible situation was
discussed, slogans were agreed and false addresses to give to the police
were made up. Nobody took anything with them except their ID card.
Clothes suitable for running were worn and to prevent expulsions from
work. Women said they were housewives. In addition members data cards
or subscribers lists were not kept out the branch to prevent them being
taken in any kind of search. The women never took more them 10-15
papers each on a sale because in case of an arrest the police would
confiscate the papers. For each woman selling there was a watch-out who
would intervene in case of danger. The paper sellers carried small change.
New members. were also taken on sales. They watched from a safe
"distance to gain experience for future sales. '

Women going out on their first sale spoke their slogans timidly and quietly
but after the second and third time they became veterans and made the
streets ring with their confident loud voices. “A nursery in every
workplace and every neighborhood” “Milk for Our Children” “Equal pay
for equal work” “Bread, peace and freedom” “Kadinlarin Sesi is out - 10
Lira” “Fascism shall not pass the shields of mothers” “Close down the
MHP” Their shrill women’s voices echoed in boat and train stations,
streets and squares. All passers-by both women and men were interested
in. Some showed their support and bought a paper, then approached out
of curiosity. Some however took fright and quickened their step. There
were some who made donations or didn’t take their change.

A meeting place was established for after the sale. Everybody who had
taken part in the sale came and an evaluation was carried out. How many
papers had been sold and how much money collected was calculated. In
addition to the propaganda aim the paper sales were also a source of
income.

This work of the Kadinlarin Sesi sales is an excellent example of how the

women became experts in organizational work.

6.6 The Organizational Structure of the IKD

At its founding the IKD constitution defined its organizational structure as

General Assembly, Central Executive Committee, Auditing Committee, Disciplinary
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Committee, Branches and Local Branches. This was a classical association work style,
well established in law. The Executive Committee appointed branch and local office
officers and determined the policies of the organization. The appointed branches
called a conference within six months to elect officers. In the first constitution, the
Central Executive Committee was to be elected every two years but at the Gengral

Assembly Meeting in 1978 this was changed to elections every three years.

'Very soon after its foundation the IKD started to open branches in
provincial cities 8 branches and 2 local offices sent delegates to the IKD’s First
General Members Meeting. The first branches to be set up in Istanbul were Fatih, Sisli
and Kartal. Branches were easily opened in Turkey’s largest cities, Ankara, Izmir and
Bursa, before the First General Assembly. In addition branches in the mining center of

Zonguldak and in Antakya with its large Arab population, were amongst the first.

At the First General Assembly Meeting which took place afier the
foundation of the IKD, the membership was 1,500. At the 2nd General Members
Meeting held in 1978, it was announced that there were 22 branches, 26 local offices
and that membership had reached 12,000. (I. GAWR, 1978: 66) The composition of

members were as follows:

workers 21.7% housewives 32.2%
teachers 17.3% office workers 10.0%
students 8.1% health workers 6.5%
peasants 1.0% self~employed 3.0%

The IKD had been successful in reaching women workers, housewives, and office
workers. But it had not been success full in attracting intellectual women. EF says:

The IKD had members who worked in the arts, there were many painters.
They were all people who accepted socialist ideas. There were doctors.
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We had Gilsen Dayioglu, Sennur Sezer, Siimeyra, Ozgill Erten (a
lawyer), Semra Ozdamar (an actor), Meral Taygun and a couple of
theatre actors as members. They were actively involved. We had contacts
with Reha Isvan, Tirkan Soray, Sezen Aksu, and Deniz Tiirkali. The IKD
was more open to attracting these kinds of women at the beginning but
later during our hard-line period the recruitment of such women nearly
stopped. At the beginning Sirin Tekeli, Stella Ovadia, Sibel Ozbudun were
all members.

The IKD had a centralist hierarchical structure or to use a more
fashionable term - it was an authoritarian organization. It was one of several
organizations in the 1970s defined as “democratic mass organizations.” In educational
notes prepared by the EC and titled: The Place and Role of Democratic Mass
Organizations and specifically of the IKD the question “how should the principle
of democratic centralism be put into practice?” was answered like this: “All leadership
organs are elected from below. Elected are answerable to their own electors and the
higher organs. Decisions taken by higher organs are binding for lower ones.” In
answer to the question “What defines centralism?” it is first stated that the decisions of
the Executive Committee which is elected at conference must be binding. The answer

continues: “decisions taken by higher organs are binding for lower ones and majority

decisions are binding for the minorities.

The democratic aspect of democratic centralism, is the election of leaders
from below and the answerability of these leaders to their electors and higher organs.
This was not possible in practice. After the minorities were expelled from the
organization, elections were carried out only with people approved by the center. No

one with different views was left to question the decisions of the leaders. The anti-
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democratic aspects of the mechanism reached as far as not informing those who were
to be elected as officers. NO relates:

During the 2nd General Members Meeting the Secretary General CD
handed over to me the ‘Executive Committee Lists’ before the election
and told me to distribute them. (At that time I was a member of the
Central Organizational Bureau and Eastern Black Sea Regional
Secretary.) I handed out the lists. Soon after I'd finished the distribution
some IKD women came to congratulate me. When I said “What’s going
on?” they looked at me oddly and told me that they were congratulating
me “for being the 3rd reserve member of the Executive Committee.”
When I was distributing the lists I had not looked at the reserve list. They
‘put me on the reserve -list of the CEC, the highest organ of the
organization; I am one of the 12 people to be announced to 12,000
members. They consider me worthy of this but they don’t feel the need to
call me and tell me this or ask me. This hurt me very much.

What PR says on this subject is also interesting:

I was Southern Regional Secretary. The IKD was going to have its
congress and we didn’t know who would be elected to the CEC. The IKD
had big branches and regional secretaries in Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir.
We went to the conference and suddenly found we were on the reserve
list. Why were we on the reserve list? Is that what they considered
appropriate? Why didn’t they ask our opinion about the other executive
members? If we ever did an evaluation of the IKD we would have to
examine this. All the delegates who attended the 2nd Conference, the
active members, the IKD officers are owed an apology by the party or the
IKD CEC or whoever.

One way or another these women had lost their jobs or had given up their
jobs, they stayed away from their families and children, some left their
husbands. What’s more at time there were arrests and these women -also -
went to prison. You stay here and there for months at a time on behalf of
the organization but you have no say in the leadership. This makes no
sense. What’s more if they’d asked us they would have got more or less
the same results. But this tendency didn’t exist.

Since the regional secretaries did not stay in Istanbul this could be used as
a justification for their not being taken into the CEC. But how can we explain why
highly competent and experienced members of branch executive committees in

Istanbul did not take office in the CEC.
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After the Second General Assembly Meeting, the Central Executive
Committee was made up of 9 woman: Beria Onger (founder), Goniil Dinger
(founder), Seyda Talu (founder), Ziilal Kili¢ (founder), Vahide Yilmaz Esinsel
(founder), Yiiksel Selek, Ayse Coskun, Ayse Vassaf, Cicek Yagci. Nurtan
Bulutgil, Berrin Uyar, Handan Altineller were elected to the Auditing Committee,
while Dora Kiiciikyal¢in, Seving Tekeli, Goniil Orbey were elected to the
Disciplinary Committee. Five people. who had been members of the previous CEC
and who were also founding members of the IKD, i.e. who had brought the IKD into
existence, were on the CEC again. Of the women workers who were founder

members only Vahide Yilmaz was able to keep her place.
6.1 Regional Organization and the Regional Secretariat

When the IKD was closed, it was made known that there were 33
branches and 35 local offices. How were these branches set up? The first Secretary
General of the IKD was CD, a young woman of only 25. She was also responsible for
organizational matters and in 1976 she traveled to four corners of Turkey doing the
necessary preliminary work for setting up branches and then she authorized the
opening of branches that were ready. As thg number of branches and members
increased, as requests for branches came from additional provinces, it became
impossible for one person to carry out all drganizational work. By now apart from the
H(D CEC members there were newly trained activists especially in Istanbul. So it was

proposed that these capable, experienced IKD members could help in the setting up of
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new branches. Less than 14 months after the founding of the organization the work
which had been done until then by CD alone, became the responsibility of a new
organ named the ‘Central Organizational Bureau.’
Turkey was divided for organizational purposes into ten regions: Istanbul,
Thrace, Marmara, Aegean, Central Anatolia, South Anatolia, Eastern
Anatolia, Southeast Anatolia, West and East Black Sea and regional
secretaries were sent to the priority regions. (I GAWR, 1978: 69)
Later another organ entered the organizational structure, the “Regional Secretariat”
and this was included in the constitution after the 2nd GA. IKD’s first Regional
Secretary was PR from Istanbul’s Kartal Branch. PR originally went to Adana for two
weeks to set up a branch there, but as Adana became the center for the “Southern
Region” she ended up staying there for 2,5 years. PR success gave the IKD’s CEC
the idea of appointing an IKD member to each region, to be responsible for that
region. So a special section on Regional Secretaries appeared in the 2nd General
Report and the “Regional Secretariat” was included in the Constitution as a level in
the hierarchy. An article on the “rights, duties and responsibilities of the Regional
Secretariat” was added. (Constitution, 1976, Article 33-34)
At first the work of Regional Secretaries was limited to opening branches
in the provinces selected by the Central Organizational Bureau, and
training activists to take office in these new branches. Later the work -
widened to include co-ordination between branches; organization of joint
regional actions, and region-wide meetings; and working to ensure that
the women’s movement moved forward within the framework of
women’s common problems in an appropriate way. (I. GAWR, 1978:
69)
As the number of branches increased, in addition to joint branch executive

committee meetings at regional level, joint national meetings were organized for

officers of all the regions where organizational work was taking place. These meetings
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achieved the aim of organizing joint demonstrations, and joint celebrations and more
important: of allowing an intensive exchange of experiences and solidarity between
branches. The creation of the post of Regional Secretary strengthened the internal
organization of the IKD which was growing and spreading to every area of Turkey. It
also strengthened communication between the executive committee and the branches.
PR, IKD’s first Regional Secretary relates:

The IKD formed the central organizational bureau with one member from

-each member from each. branch. This was a structure with authority.
Usually the branch chairs attended the meetings but I came from Kartal
Branch. Requests were coming to the IKD from different places in Turkey
saying “We are a group of women have and we want to open an IKD
branch.” When the CEC looked at these, they wanted to know quite
rightly, “Are there any political activists among these women? Are their
views close to us or not? If we open a branch will they be able to manage
it? What is the membership potential? Are they workers or intellectuals?”
Previously CD used to go. I was one of the most active members of the
Central Organizational Bureau. School had finished. It was suggested that
I go to Adana. The Executive Committee gave me a certificate of
authority and off I went.

PR tells how she set up the branch in Adana:

I went to Adana. Two male teachers met me at the bus station. We went
to TOB-DER. There I met a women who was teacher, she lived the same
kind of revolutionary life as we did here. She was the daughter of
teachers. I stayed their home for about a month.

While I was there we started having meetings every weekend at TOB-
DER in order to set up the IKD Adana Branch. The women’s I met had -
contacts. We started meetings with 40-50 women. We talked about the
IKD and the women’s movement and we showed slides. In a short time
word got about. Lots of different groups, from TIP, TSIP, Kurd’s groups
started to come to the meetings.

It was very easy to make contact with the women workers. They had
problems and we were bringing the solutions to their problems: Socialism
was the solution to everything. However in the end a group of women
were left under own control. We elected them as branch executive
committee members in a democratic manner.
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NO, who set up the Diyarbakir and Van branches in Southeast Anatolia

and the Trabzon, Besikdiizii and Samsun branches in the Eastern Black Sea Region

says:

After PR, Regional Secretaries were appointed to other places. I wanted
to work in Anatolia. I longed to be Regional Secretary, I dreamed about
it. It was not the kind of work you could do if you did not want to. I was
24 when I went to Diyarbakir. I stayed in the Southeast for six months
and 2,5 years at Black Sea. Apart from meetings of the Central
Organization Bureau that were held in Istanbul every 1,5 or 2 month, I

.did not leave the region. Staying away from Istanbul, that is from

Executive Committee, for 1,5 to 2 months at a time I had to decide
everything myself. When I first started working at the Black Sea, there
was no party organization. Nobody interfered with me, nor was there
anyone more experienced than me that I could ask for advice. Whatever
we did was due with mutual solidarity among women. When I first went
to a new place, I am not exaggerating, I went from door to door and met
hundreds of women. Then I developed closer relationships with the ones
who were most advanced, willing and committed and I set up the branch
with those women within a month or two. I did not give anyone any
privilege or make distinctions between them. I immediately gave work,
responsibilities and authority to everyone who was willing. I organized
meetings and training. Whatever I knew at a theoretical, ideological,
political level, even songs and poems, I passed on, shared with them.

At the time of the 1980 coup I was still in Samsun. My life was spent
moving around in Anatolia like a wandering minstrel with a political
mission. I went from town to town and was a guest in a different house
nearly every night. They gave me food and drink, washed and cleaned me.
I was always tired with lack of sleep and had work to do. The IKD
members whose homes I stayed in gave me clean underwear and even .
prepared my bath. They made my bed with clean sheets. After the evening
meal the children and husbands would go to bed and we would talk and
talk. I lost count of the nights we stayed up till down. Then they would go
to work exhausted and I would crawl between the clean sheets. The next
night I would be in another house, in another town with another women.

The CEC members, in their evaluation presented to the General Congress

on the subject of the regional secretaries offered their highest praises.

The regional secretaries, living away from their homes and families for
months or even as much as a year or a year and a half, have done
exemplary work in difficult material and moral conditions. Apart from the
cities where we have set up branches (..) they have carried out
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organizational work in scores of other cities, small towns and even
villages. The branches set up in this last period and the level of
competence of the activists who have taken office there is the best proof
of our regional secretaries’ exemplary work. (II. GAWR, 1978: 85)

NO also describes what kind of problems the regional secretaries would
meet, and some of their difficulties:

Of course everything was not always so romantic. Sometimes the husband
or somebody else from the family of the IKD member would say
something like “well, isn’t that wonderful you just stay the night wherever
you happen to be; don’t you have a family? How do they allow this?” I
‘met that kind of thing, '

I think the situation of regional secretaries like PR and me were the most
difficult. Other women, other regional secretaries were lucky enough to
live out their revolutionary lives from their own homes, together with
their husbands, friends and families. There were very few women in my
situation, that is who didn’t live in the area they worked in. It wasn’t easy
for a woman like me who was educated and had lived in Ankara and
Istanbul to find herself suddenly in an Anatolian provincial town, in a
small place full of gossip. I remember that in the last years I found it very
hard. I realized that afier all this time I didn’t have any friends. Friendship
and comrade relations are different. People form friendships with time but
I moved around so much that I didn’t stay in one place long enough to
form friendships. In every place I went, because of my mission, I couldn’t
talk about my personal problems to anyone. When everybody hangs on
your every word, when in that small Anatolian town you are the person
who seems to know everything, when you are the one who has the
authority, when what you say is measured as the words of a communist
you don’t become friends with people, you became comrades. Nobody
thinks you might have weaknesses or longings, nobody asks about your
problems. There is training to be done, branches to be set up, bodies to be
buried, neighborhoods attacked by fascists. Nobody thinks that you are a
young woman of 25-26.”

Two years after its foundation, the IKD had militant members who did not
have any job other than their revolutionary work. These women with a high level of
theoretical training are called professional revolutionaries in Leninist terminology.
These women did not need to look to male revolutionaries for an example because

they had before them the example of the women leaders of the IKD: AB left electrical
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engineering and her job as a lecturer at Bosphorus University and started to work in

Maden-Is (the Miners Union) which was affiliated to- DISK. EF also left her job and

first went to work for DISK but after 1977 she gave all her time to IKD activities.

Other women such as CD, PR, GH and many others, although they were university

graduates were not employed anywhere. CD did not have a job from the time that the

IKD was founded.

I decided not to work for any employer. While my husband was studying I

"worked for two and a half years and maintained the family. Then I told

him, its your turn now. It was my own idea. If I had wanted to go to
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work, I don’t know if anyone would have told me “don’t”,” she says.

EF tells a similar story.

Enka.

I left Alarko to go and work for DISK. At that time DISK was very small.
There were only 5-6 people altogether. At that time, Ibrahim Giizelce had
become the Secretary General of DISK. I joined DISK in June 1975 and
became Office Manager. I had a very good job with a good salary at
Alarko and I left them to join DISK with a very small wage. We got to the
point when we couldn’t pay the rent. Later I left DISK and didn’t have a
job at all. I loved working for the IKD. It soon took over my life.

GH tells how she left her job as a Civil Engineer with a Masters Degree in

I left my job in 1976. Nobody asked me to do this, it was my own
decision. I used to get really fed up when I was going to work. It seemed
like torture to be sitting in Enka, when there was so much work to be
done for the IKD. While I was working there, I even started to quit from -
the job during office hours to visit neighborhoods. But, I didn’t feel good
about that. At that time we had started to work in the neighborhoods and
there was plenty of work to be done in the daytime. I made myself a
professional. 1 took my severance pay and I thought I’d be able to live on
that for a while. I started to give my full time to work for the IKD. There
weren’t many people who could give a whole day to IKD work. There
was a shortage of activists. I was very happy working for the IKD
especially at the beginning.

The IKD militants like all other revolutionary women of the period gave

up all kinds of careers and material possibilities offered by the system and joined the
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revolutionary struggle. Everything in their lives became second to politics. When
women took their place in politics, the most manly role of all public domains, they
rejected the female role of enclosure in the private domain. AB explains:

I was never a very lady-like woman. I didn’t like housework at all, and
didn’t go to pieces in front of men. I didn’t have children. My husband
wanted a child but I refused. Children imprison women. I realized as a
child that one of the causes of women’s oppression was child care. A child
ties a woman to her home and her husband and puts her career or
whatever work she is doing into second place. That’s why whether I had
_been active in the IKD or not, I wouldn’t have had children. At one time,
me and people like me, created a negative atmosphere in the IKD. Later
they said things like, “ they wouldn’t even let us have children.” Of
course, we didn’t force anybody, but ...

PR tells in this way.

I went to Adana supposedly for two weeks. There was no question of my

staying for years. I’d finished my studies but I still had no idea what I was

going to do in the future. The only thing I could think about for the future

was political work. I wasn’t thinking that I would get to a certain level, be

a chairperson or anything like that. I believed in socialism. That’s all. And

though I never planned for it, I stayed in Adana as the Regional Secretary

for 2,5 years.

At the IKD’s Second General Assembly, it was stated that there were
12,000 members. At the end of the 1970s when there were more than 3-5 political
murders a day, who were the IKD activists and militants? How did they live? Some of
these militant women were different from other IKD members and women in general.
They were usually not married. If their parents prevented them from being involved in
politics, they left home; if it was their husbands, they got divorced. It was not

uncommon for these women to leave their university studies. They built their lives on

politics. These women rebelled against all social values and institutions.
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The ones who ran away from mothers and fathers married the first
“revolutionary” man they fancied, and so they were able to create marriages based on
comrade relations and generally they didn’t have children. Since the husband too was
a professional revolutionary, there were no traditional roles of daughter-in-law and
sister-in-law. So these women did not have to face the problems dealt with by most
women. A lot of married IKD leaders had a very different married life from classibal
married women: they did not experienced the pressure of parents in law. They
consciousl); did not have children. Usually these were couples that t;oth had studied at
university. Housework and cooking were of course done by women at the minimum
level. These women often argued with their husbands about cooking, cleaning and
washing because revolutionary husbands still expected revolutionary wives to do the
housework. In some families, with a false justification, it was possible to interpret this
as assisting to a comréde, instead of serving as a husband. But since the menu
consisted of such things as scrambled eggs and pasta, the work was not too tiring. The
financial situation and the lack of time did not permit anything more elaborate. Very
little time was spent at home. Day and night, at any time, during weekends, holidays
even Bayram’s, an IKD militant was out and sometimes even traveling from city to
city, without the knowiedge of her husband.

Inspite of all their self-development, their independence and positions as
party members, they still had problems sometimes. EF explains these problems.

Although I was married I was independent enough to do any work I

wanted, without asking my husband. In spite of this, of course there were

sometimes problems. After leaving work in Merter, I went to IKD
meetings night after night. There was never any food at home. I always
came home late. My husband used to tell me: “You don’t plan properly,

your work is chaotic. What do you do every god dam evening? Instead of
working, you sit and chat. But there was never any question of him
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interfering in my life. I wouldn’t allow that. I always kept my
independence.

The real problems came after a birth of the child. The care of the child
was left completely to the woman by the “revolutionary” father. The militant women
who were called IKD’s “cadres” could no longer spend 24 hours a day on political
activities once they had children. GH explains the problems that were born in Sisli
branch.

_We had problem of pregnancies in our branch. We had branch elections
and the executive committee was elected. After the congress it turned out
that out of seven women, four were pregnant. I was the chair and we
were in the Executive Committee meeting. I don’t recall if it was stated
openly, but I was very angry. I said something like, “You shouldn’t have
joined the Executive Committee, then!” Because, it was wrong. There
was so much work to do. Seven people are chosen out of nine hundred
members and four of them are pregnant! Then the question of abortion
came up. But, of course the final decision was left up to them. Two of
them had abortions. One had a problem. On the one hand she wanted an
abortion, while on the other she didn’t. She wanted a political career, her
husband wanted a child. I told her, “If you want a career a child is an
obstacle.” I am quite sure of this. I'm not saying it to show I was right. It
really is like that. But still no one was forcing her. Four children at once!
If it would have been only one, that wouldn’t have been a problem. We
had difficulties for a long time because of those children. Yet nobody was
removed from executive. Because of the children, we had meetings in
each others homes. We had meetings with babies. It was a disaster! of
course, those revolutionary husbands who wanted children so much didn’t
look after the children. There were a lot of fights about child care. I
remember very well that we said “let the husbands look after them!” Some
of them did get their husbands to look after the babies.

All of the above demonstrates how the IKD activists got caught between
their revolutionary and female identities and the contradictions they lived through.
These women who wanted with their whole being to take part in the struggle for
socialism had to be divided into two parts when they wanted to become mothers.

Because of this situation some chose not to become mothers at-all (AB, EF, PR, NO
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and many others), otherwise they experienced tremendous difficulties in their efforts

to combine motherhood with revolutionary activity.

In this Chapter, the IKD women have been described, both married or
unmarried, mothers and childless, who wanted to have a say and a decision-making
role in Turkey of the future. We have also examined how they set up the IKD, what
they met with in the course of their work in the‘revolutionary struggle, how they
approached the women’s question and more. In the 7th Chapter, we will analyze the
activities of the IKD which these women set up. In addition, 20 years after the
founding and 15 years after the closure of the IKD, we will look at what these women

gained from being an IKD member and what their criticisms of the organization are.
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CHAPTER VII

ACTIVITIES OF THE IKD AND A BRIEF RETROSPECT
7.1 Activities of the IKD

IKD was active in a variety of different areas. IKD Branches organised
common activities of the same kind in different parts of Turkey following the plans of
the Headquarters,. Among these activities, organisational work, i.e. reaching and
recruiting new woman, was always a priority. Training sessions on various subjects
were given to members. Campaigns initiated to éollect signatures, petitions prepared
for submission to the President of Parliament, government and municipalities, rallies,
demonstrations, open air and closed area meetings, forums, interviews and panels -

were organised as a pressure group.

From the first day of its formation, ‘commissions’ were set up with
responsibility for activities in the branches. For organisational purposes, each branch
.would set up commissions appropriate to its area characteristics, bringing together
women with common problems; such as housewives, state employees, teachers or
workers commissions; The members of the commissions determined target
neighbourhoods or workplaces and worked there intensively. For example, if there

was a factory or a chosen neighbourhood in a branch area, various methods would be
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used to make contact with the factory workers or neighbourhood residents and to this
aim leaflets were distributed and papers sold in front of the factory gates and the
neighbourhood streets. The newly contacted women were usually invited to training
meetings held every weekend at the branch premises. The training meetings which are
detailed below were on subjects prepared by the Training Research Commission
(TRC). Through these meetings, the newly recruited women learned about IKD and

its aims.
7.1.1 The Educational - Research Commission

A rigid element of IKD’s organisational activities were the regular training
meetings prepared by the TRC and held in the branch premises. All branch members
and newly recruited women came to these meetings which were usually held at the
weekend. In the bigger branches which had ‘slide projectors’, the sessions were
illustrated with slides. This was started in order to attract women’s attention and
proved to be very successful. Later IKD women carrying slide projectors would run
training sessions in the houses of women they had made contact with in the .
neighbourhoods. These training sessions played an important part in the growth of the

IKD and the increase in level of consciousness of its members.

The first two training sessions were called: ‘Are women inferior beings?’
and “‘Why a Women’s Organization?-A History of the Women’s Movement’. They
were the beginning of a series known as Basic Training and were followed by:

‘Women and Training’, “The Need for Nurseries’, ‘Housing Problems’, ‘Nutritional
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Problems’, ‘Family’, ‘Problems of Puberty’, ‘Unemployment, Inflation and Women’,
‘Women in the Fight for Peace’, “Women and Féscism’, ‘Women in Proverbs’,
‘Prostitution’, ‘Retirement Problems’, ‘Music Day’, ‘Poetry Day’, ‘Advertisements
and Women’, “‘Women in Angola’, ‘Soviet Women’, “‘What do Photo-Novels Teach
Us?’ These were the first section of the training notes for the so-called ‘mass training

sessions’. These were presented in all IKD branches during weekend meetings.

‘Additionally, IKD members were recommended and e;wouraged to read
certain books. These included such books as Ana (Mother), Fagizmi Ezecefiz (We
Will Crush Fascism), Tirpan (Scythe) (2nd General Assembly Report.) Another
training series called ‘“Women in Literature’, IKD’s arts members, prepared and
analysed the books: ‘Kizim ve Agkim’ (My Daughter and My Passion) by Muazzez

Tahsin Berkant; ‘Sodom and Gomorra’ by Yakup Kadri Karaosmanoglu, ‘Ay
| Biiytirken Uyuyamam’ (I Can’t Sleep when the Moon is Rising) by Necati Cumal;
Boynu Biikiik Oldiiler (They Died with Bent Neck) by Yilmaz Giiney; as well as the
representation of women in Bekir Yildiz and Leyla Erbil’s books. These books were
examined from women’s point of view and evaluated from a socialist perspective.
Those which belittled women or showed them as decorative objects were criticised; ’
those that showed women in the public domain and in the socialist struggle were

praised.

These training notes show that from its foundation the IKD was

sufficiently a women’s organisation to draw strong criticisms from socialist/
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revolutionary organisations. However as Turkey entered a near civil war situation,

women were inevitably drawn into the anti-fascist struggle.

A few years after its formation, the IKD had a number of experienced,
militant members. The training sessions which made up the Basic Training Series as
listed above began to be insufficient for these experienced older members. So the
IKD’s Central Traiﬁing Commission prepared a series called Cadre Training to train
the leﬁding" cadres “who will work in organisational or other activifies.” Women who
had being through the basic training series attended. Cadre Training could be
accepted as an introduction to Marxism. The cadre training series was made up of the
following subjects: ‘The Struggle for Democracy’; ‘Classes and Class Alliances’;
‘National Democratic Front’; ‘What are Trade Unions?’; ‘Propaganda, Agitation and
Organisational Work in Democratic Mass Organisations’; ‘Deviating Trends and Why
~ We Are Against Them?’; ‘The Importance of International Solidarity’. This Cadre
Training was given to executive committee members of branches from all over Turkey

by members of the CEC.

Another commission, known as the ‘Publications, Broadcasts and
Propaganda Commission’ and later as the ‘Social Relations and Propaganda
Commission’ worked very closely with the CEC. The IKD press agency which
informed the press of the IKD’s activities produced press releases in Turkish and

English until the IKD was disbanded. (Appendix E)

The IKD undertook many campaigns, panel discussions, informal

meetings, seminars, questionnaires, press conferences, rallies, pickets and
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demonstrations in the five years of its existence. It all organised concerts, theatre
performances and film shows. As a Non-Governmental Organisation, in order to
attract the attention of the press, it called signatures for its new campaigns, sent
petitions to the President of the Parliament, the government or local government
figures. In the next section some of the IKD’s most important campaigns will »be

examined.
7.1.2 Campaigns

In the first years of its existence in accordance with its aims, the IKD
organised actions in the interest of women factory workers and other working
women. Since the IKD believed that women’s liberation would be achieved by their
entering social production, and since the greatest obstacle to this was thé lack of child
care facilities, they started activities with the aim of establishing social responsibility
for child care. The understanding that ‘the motherhood must be a social function’, the
IKD started campaigns with and slogans such as A Child care Centre in Every
Workplace and Every Neighbourhood and The Enforcement and Lengthening of

Maternity Leaves.

The ‘Child care Centre in every workplace and every neighbourhood’
campaign was launched by IKD’s Chairwomen Beria Onger with an announcement to
the press on 15th July 1976. Onger gave the names of 54 workplaces which, despite
having more than 100 women workers were in breach of the law by not providing a

workplace nursery and a nursing mothers room, and she made an official complaint
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about them to the Regional Employment Office. In order to help women with children
who had suffered from this situation to sue their employers for damages, a joint action
was taken with the bar association and individual complaint forms were completed.
The campaign was carried forward with 50,000 posters and 250,000 leaflets for
distribution. Branches in different cities organised panel discussions, forums and
public meetings on the subject. The Trade Union’s affiliated to DISK added items on
workplace créches and nursing mothers rooms in their collective bargaining
agreement;. A letter campaign was léunched to gain equal rights for women within
the scope of the employment law and thousands of female state employees sent letters
to the Turkish Parliament’s Petition Commission. As a result of local petitions about
créches and kindergartens in the neighbourhoods, visits were made to neighbourhood
and council leaders, and in Istanbul a council nursery was opened in Kartal, play
groups were opened in Kustepe and Kagithane. Plans for council nurseries were also

made in Giiltepe, Istanbul and Izmir (II. GAWR, 1978:38)

So, as we can see, having raiged the issue of child care, the IKD women
tried to influence public opinion through press releases, forums, public meetings,
posters and leaflets. On the other hand, they also decided to work as a pressure group, -
doing the necessary lobbying in order to put their demands into practice. Hence the
letter campaigns, visits and petitions the IKD women approached each question from
every possible angle. While they added demands for nurseries to collective bargaining
agreements through the trade union’s. They also managed to open nurseries through
local actions. Campaigns were launched at a national level and all local branches

worked to the same agenda.
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All the IKD’s activities from the formation of the idea, through the
preparation of articles to the collection of signatures, were the product of the IKD
members’ labour. These kinds of activities were carried out with the participation of
all the branches and all the members all over Turkey. The advantage of being a
centralised organisation was that it could achieve co-ordination across Turkey and the
IKD woman did this very well. From Trabzon to Adana, from Edime to Diyarbakur,
the members of all the branches worked for the same campaign on the same date.
Other campaigns such as ‘The Enforcement and Lengthening of Maternity
Leaves’, ‘Daily Paid Cleaning Women Should be Covered by Social Security’,
‘Retirement for Women after 20 Years’, ‘Equal Pay for Equal Work’ were

carried with similar intensity and breadth, shaping public opinion.
7.1.3  8th of March: International Women’s Day

The IKD established 8 March, International Women’s Day in Turkey. As
mentioned in Chapter III, at the Socialist Women’s Conference held in Copenhagen
in 1910, Clara Zetkin’s proposal that 8 March should be celebrated as ‘International .
Working Women’s Day’ was accepted and since then it has been celebrated all over
the World. Due to the initiative of IKD members it came to be celebrated not just in
the cities of Turkey but also in the small towns and the villages. In 1975 and 1976, 8

March was celebrated at a large public meeting in Istanbul.

However, in 1977 it was celebrated in 16 towns and in 1978 in more than

30. In 1979 it was no longer celebrated as a day, but as a week. The week opened in
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Istanbul with a press conference which was attended by foreign visitors. Iwanka
Atanasova from Bulgaria, Raissa Smirnova from the Soviet Union and Katina
Athanasiadu from Greece representing women’s organisations from their own
countries participated in the press conference and other activities. The week continued
with a panel discussion about Bebel’s book “Women and Socialism” which was first
published exactly 100 years before. The public meetings to celebrate International
Women’s Day were attended by 7000 women in Istanbul, 2,000 in Ankara, 650 in
Edirne, 500 in Trabzon and Adapazan, 400 in Uzunkaprii, 300 in benizn, izmir and
Altindag (Kadinlanin Sesi, 1978:12) (Appendix F-G). Meetings were also held in cities
such as Mersin, Adana, Bursa, Diyarbakir, Corum, Samandad, Antakya, Burdur,
Usak, Manisa, and villages ‘and small rural towns such as Soke, Salihli, Bergama,

Aliaga, Karabaglar, Camdibi, Yegilova, and Bademler.

Thousands of women joined demonstrations held on 10th March in izmir,
Bursa, Eskigehir, Balikesir, Edirne, iskenderun and Zonguldak. Posters were put up
by women in neighbour such as Karabaglar and Cimentepe in Izmir; in Taksim,
Kaglthane, Beykoz, Kartal, Umraniye, Cevizli in Istanbul; and in Edirne and
Uzunkopri. The importance of the week was announced in 100,000 leaflets -
distributed around Turkey. A banner with the words, ‘Long live the IDWF, long live
the IKD’ was hung in Heykel Meydam (Square) in Bursa and when the fascists
burned this, another banner appeared with the words, ‘Long live International
.Women’s Union, Struggle and Solidarity Day - 8th March;’ In addition, the 8th
| March began to be celebrated in all the factories where IKD members worked.

Women wore red carnations on the 8th March.
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The 8th March celebrations of 1980, took on a completely different
meaning after the IKD was closed in April 1979, all demonstrations and marches were
banned in Istanbul under Martial Law and influenced by the mothers of the
disappeared in Argentina who gathered in the Plaza de Mayo in white scarves, the
IKD women organised white scarf protest demonstrations for 8th March 1980. 50
women were arrested in Izmir. In Istanbul the wearing of white scarves was forbidden
under Martial Law. 8th March was celebrated in Ankara, Diyarbakir, Izmit, Antakya,
Bursa, Bandirma, Batman, Eskisehir, Seydigehir, Tiitiingiftlik, Zonguldak,
Uzunkoprii, Tarsus and many other cities, towns and villages. Stickers were thrown
from the tops of buildings, illegal leaflets were distributed, illegal events were
organised in neighbourhoods and markets. In Ordu, Mersin and Seydisehir at
demonstrations organised by the Action Union, women wore whitg scarves and
walked behind banners with ‘the IKD Cannot be Disbanded’ and ‘the IKD will Live’
written on them. (Appendix J-K) In Eskisehir the women visited political prisoners.
All over Turkey, mothers, whose children had been killed, received visitors. IKD

members who worked in telephone exchanges answered the phone by saying ‘Happy

8th March.’

Since the 8th March was accepted by the UN as ‘International Women’s
Day’ in 1975, the IKD also celebrated 8th March with this name. When we consider
that even at the gnd of the 1980s women were still discussing whether 8th March was
“International Women’s Day’ or ‘Working Women’s Day.’ It can be seen the
importance of the activities they organised without getting stuck in these kinds of

debates about names.
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7.1.4 Literacy Classes - Health Work - and Various Activities

The IKD considered that the low level of literacy skills among women
was another obstacle to them participating in social production and IKD gave this
issue a lot of emphasis. Whenever a new IKD branch was opened, the first activity
was to run literacy classes. The reason for the classes was explained in the second
general report as follows: “Our aim is not just to enrol large numbers of women as
members, but also to raise their consciousness about events in society and the real
reasons for them.” (I GAWR, 1978: 45) Literacy classes were held in IKD premises,
in trade unions, and in work places. In the first General Report, it is stated that up to
May 1976, 50 women had attended literacy classes, some of them had received
diplomas and that créches were run in IKD premises during the time of the classes

(LGAWR, 1977: 50)

Whenever possible, IKD members would also make the effort to arrange
for women members and non-members from the places where branches and local
offices existed, to receive health care, while IKD member nurses and doctors gave
services. The real aim of these activities was to make life easier for women and
increase their chances of finding work. At the same time these activities were also a

means of reaching new groups of women.

From the day of its foundation, action for peace was always near the top
of the IKD agenda. This agenda developed parallel to the politics of the IDWF. Ziilal

Kihig who was a member of the IKD CEC was a founding member of the Peace
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Association formed in April 1977. She also became an executive member of this new
organisation. The IKD which argued that “real equality for women could not be
achieved in a situation where there was a constant threat of war,” took its place with
the IDWF “in the front line of the fight to achieve a lasting peace in the World.” (II.

GAWR, 1978: 44)

For this reason the IKD became the first organisation to undertake the
celebfation« of ‘Ist September - International Peace Day’ in Turkey. In 1976 for the
first time an event was organised to celebrate 1st September at the Agik Hava
Tiyatrosu (Open Air Theatre) in Istanbul. About 7,000 people were present. In later

years these kinds of events were organised all over Turkey.

On the anniversaries of important days for women and communists such
as ‘8 March - International Women’s Day’, ‘the Foundation of the IKD’, ‘the
Birthday of Nazim Hikmet’, ‘st September - International Peace Day’, ‘the
Foundation of DISK’, and “7th October Revolution’, public meetings were held in
large auditoriums that could hold 7-10 thousand people, such as the Spor ve Sergi
Saray1 (Sport- Exhibition Hall) and the Agik Hava Tiyatrosu (Open Air Theatre) and
thousands of womenvand men attended. How did the IKD members manage to
organise these huge events? In order to arrange such events it was necessary for a
designated committee to inform the governor and provide all the required documents.
Halls were hired, and large sums of money were paid to them, thousands of invitations
were printed well before the event, their distribution and sale was organised, the

program was agreed, the hall arrangements were made and most important of all the
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script for the evening was written by the IKD women themselves. The slogans for the
night were decided and to ensure that these were used in an appropriate way a “slogan
committee” was appointed, the banners to be hung in the hall were written, security
was arranged with the co-operation of sibling organisations. Theatre actors, painters
and artists, caricaturists and photographers participated in the realisation of the script.
Sketches were prepared, slides were selected, poetry and music chosen and the
evening was finalised with virtually no room for a mistake and no niches in the script.
The choir and folk dancing groups of the IKD and the IGD rehearsed for months in
advance. The slide projectionist, sound technician and presenters also had rehearsals.
All this work was carried out by Saadet Anikan Ozkal, Ziilal Kilig, Goniil Dinger and
especially theatre actress Goniil Tuncer, with the participation of scores of other

nameless women.
7.2 IKD and Solidarity with Working Class

Like all organisations the IKD was working to increase its membership
size. But they made an Qﬁ'ort to make the IKD “a working class women’s
organisation, not just 'in word but also in practice.” “It is the duty of the IKD to
organise all women working in fields or factories, in offices or at home.” (II. GAWR,
1978: 66) Therefore, the IKD started its organisational work in Turkey’s

industrialised regions especially in regions with large numbers of women workers.

The IKD proclaimed itself a working class women’s organisation in its

first foundation report. An interesting example of their work in this direction is a
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booklet published by DISK called “Handbook for Mothers and Working Women.”
It is stated in the introduction that the booklet was “prepared jointly by DISK and
IKD.” And on the very first page DISK 5th General Assembly resolution no. 1 is
printed. In this resolution it was agreed by majority vote that in addition to the
demand for “nurseries,” everything possible would be done to achieve women’s
equal rights and pay with men whether within the family unit, the social system or
in working life. The text of resolution includes the following statement:

It has been decided by majority vote that in order to liberate Anatolian

women from their position in relation to men encapsulated in the saying, a

labourer in the field, 2 woman in bed (tarlada irgat, yatakta avrat) and

in order to enable them to achieve their aims, seminars and round table
discussions will be organised. Everything possible will be done to assist

Turkish women to gain economic independence and the necessary social

rights.” (Handbook for Mothers and Working Women, 1976: 2)

This decision taken by a trade union confederation like DISK was one of
the most advanced resolutions made in the name of women in trade union field in the
1970s, because it not only demanded equality for women in the family unit, it also
demanded liberation from the position of woman as “labourer in the field” and more
important “woman in bed.” However the fact that programs were established to
realise these demands is even more worthy of notice. It is of great importance that a
men’s confederation such as DISK should take such a decision on women’s liberation
as the first resolution of the General Assembly 20 years ago. There can be no doubt
about the influence of IKD women working in DISK in bringing about this resolution.

DISK consistently printed articles related to this decision in its publications and the

doors of trade unions affiliated to DISK were always open to IKD activists. DISK’s
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position on women was instrumental in enabling 8th March, International Women’s

Day, to be celebrated in almost every factory.

IKD participated in all the activities on the day of “Struggle, Unity and
Solidarity of Working Class” between 1976-1980, with ever increasing numbers of
women. Members of IKD, with their red headscarfs and their children in their arms
constituted the sectibns that attracted the most attention on the rallies.

*The liberation of women. can only be achieved after the victory of the
working class. The IKD did not budge one millimetre from this idea
which was a founding principle and strengthened its connections with the
working class movement. (ILGAWR, 1978: 50)

Reasoning its collaboration with the working class with these words, IKD,
supported the strikes started by the Maden-I§ Union of DISK in 1977. During this
strike which lasted for eight months, all the strike sites were visited by the members of
IKD a number of times every week. At same sites, they undertook the tésk of cooking
for the strikers. In markets and city squares and at every corner in Istanbul, Ankara,
Izmir, Bursa, Adana, Zonguldak, Izmit and Corum; and in many other cities, they
sold their frosseaus. Furthermore, they made handicrafts and embroideries to be sold.
(Appendix I) Some members donated a day’s wage every month for solidarity. In
Balikesir, Edirne, Diya;baklr and Samandag they visited villages to collect food. In the
‘jam for the strikers’ campaign, more than a tone of jam was prepared. On Bayram’s
and on New Year’s Day, presents were given to the children of the strikers;
notebooks and pencils were provided for them. Concerts for ‘Solidarity with the

Strikers’ were organised and the fee collected was handed in to the Strike Co-

operation Committee.
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Furthermore, members of IKD visited the families of the strikers and held
meetings in branch-offices. Close relationship with the women strikers were
established and many of those workers became IKD members. Strikers’ wives
distributed leaflet together with IKD members and visited their husbands on strike
sites with them. When the strike ended, Maden-Is Union President Kemal Tiirkler -
who was murdered by fascists in 1980- sent the following message to IKD
Headquarters:

v...we will never forget the solidarity of our women \;vorkers under the
leadership of IKD, in glorious fight of our workers for the 8 months of

the strike. (ILGAWR, 1978: 50)

All this effort for support and solidarity depended on the enthusiasm and
interest of IKD members in strikes. This interest led hundreds, and even thousands of
women to visit strike sites. The initial aim was to support the workers but the strikes
had another very important function: thousands of women, who had never heard of
the word ‘strike’ previously, learned what it was; discussed, chatted and enjoyed folk
dances together with the workers. For the 8 months of the strike these women stayed
on the picket-line. There were times when the ordinary hou,sewife gave her husband
the strength to go on; housewives became part of this resistance. Today, no one
remembers whether the decision to cook for the strikers was taken by IKD CEC or by |
the women who are always ready to work wherever they go ? What people
remember is that there was a big strike and women could not remain out of this. They
wanted to be in the tents on the picket-line and since they could not sit there doing

nothing, they started cooking and washing the dishes. IKD members, who should

have been against housework, cooked and washed up in strike tents and during the
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discussions that took place after the strike was over could not figure out how this ever

happened.

6.3 The Anti-Fascist Struggle and Activities

On the one hand, IKD organised campaigns related directly to women.
On thé othier hand, it organised the -* End to Mothers’ Grief’ (Evlat Acisma Son)
campaign to establish a public response against the murders perpetrated by the fascist
members of UGD. Till the 12th September 1980 military intervention, these two
issues were the most important items on the IKD agenda because a period of fascist

attack had been started in Turkey, laying all other demands aside.

One of the first activities that the IKD organised to protest the political
murders, was the ‘End to Mothers’ Grief’ meeting in Ankara, in February 1976,
attended by 5000 women. On Mothers’ Day, in 1976, a poster on the subject
“Fascism’s Gift to Mothers’: Mother’s Grief’(Fasizmin Analara Hediyesi: Evlat
Acist) and a leaflet was prepared and distributed. In these years, the famous words of
Dolares Ibarruri were cited in an article in Kadmlarmn Sesi:

In 1936, Spanish women called their husbands and the people out to fight

against fascism saying “It is better to be widow of a hero than the wife of

a coward.” Not only did they call out the men but they also fought

shoulder to shoulder with their husbands and brothers. (Kadinlarin Sesi,

1976, 1)

On 26 February 1977, an “End to Mothers’ Grief” demonstration was

organised in Istanbul in co-operation with women of CHP. A postef with the words

155



“End to Mothers’ Grief’, “Fascists Beware, Mothers are Coming!” (Fasistler
Savulun, Analar Geliyor) (Appendix L) has been flyposted in all the districts of
Istanbul. Previous to this demonstration, in which about twenty thousand women
walked, thousands of leaflets had been distributed; meeting in cafés had been
organised; and posters had been put up. On 8 May 1977, IKD celebrated Mothers’
Day by a “The Most Beautiful Gift for Mothers’: Safety” (Analara En Giizel Hediye:
Can Giivenligi) slogan. The_: increasing number of people murdered by the attacks of
UGD and MHP was the reason that led to these activities. The repo’rt submitted to the
IKD General Assembly in 1978 stated that Turkey was going through “the most
bloody period” of its history and that “Mourning for our children, husbands and
brothers has become our greatest pain.”(Il GAWR, 1978: 46) “The Mothers Give
Birth, Fascists Kill’ (Analar Dogurur, Fagistler Oldiriir) slogan had become the
inevitable cry of women all around Turkey. Up to 1980, the number of people killed
political reasons rose continuously. Two people were killed in 1968; nine in 1969; 19
in 1970; 21 in 1971; 22 in 1972. In 1975 this number had risen to 37; 108 in 1976;
317 in 1977; and 849 in 1978 (105 of whom were killed in Kahraman Maras) As for

1978, the following list, published in Women’s Voice, may give an idea:

1 October: IGD Adana Branch office chair was shot to death in his
house.

4 October: 3 progressive students were shot dead in a hi-jacked city bus.

7 October: 16 persons injured -3 seriously , in bombing of the IGD and
ILD branches.

9 October: 7 TIP members shot dead by fascists in Ankara.

20 October: Dean of the Electrical Engineering Faculty at ITU Ord. Prof.
Bedri Karafakioglu killed by fascists. (Kadinlarin Sesi, 1978,
n0.40)
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In November 1978, fascist attacks were reproached in demonstrations in
the named of Respect of Motherhood (Analia Saygy) in the Kagithane and Hisariistii
districts of Istanbul. On 18th November 1978, other democratic women’s
organisations came together in response to the call by IKD, for a joint demonstration
shouting: “Mothers, Sisters, Take Your Place in the Struggle Against Fascism”
(Analar Bacilar, Fagizme Kars1 G6rev Bagina) and “Long Live United Action Against
Fascism” (Yagasin Fagizme Karsit Eylem Birligi). In 1978, fundamentalists carried out
a massacre of Alevis and lefiists (including CHP members) in Malatya, Sivas,
Kahraman Maras. (Agaoglu; 1992) As a result of this, the Ecevit Government
declared martial-law in several cities on 28 December 1978, Istanbul being the first.
Caglar Keyder describes these days:

Together with the economic difficulties, the government had to confront

an increasingly violence prone fascist movement, growing especially

belligerent after MHP (NMP) partisans had to give up their positions
within the state apparatus. During most of 1978 street clashes between the
right and the left, and political assassinations mostly by the right, regularly
claimed a toll of three or four deaths a day. The tense atmosphere finally
erupted in a major massacre in Kahraman Marag at the end of the year, in
what seems to have been an MHP orchestrated clash, more than one
hundred people died. Ecevit’s government reluctantly declared martial

law. (Keyder, 1979: 38)

It was under such conditions that IKD actively participated in -
demonstrations Protesting Fascist Murderers organised in Izmir, Zonguldak and
Antalya. Diyarbakir witnessed women’s demonstration for the first time in 16
December 1978 and Trabzon on 23 December 1978 respectively. Women walked
under the banner of “Fascism Shall Not Pass the Mothers’ Barrier” (Fagizm Analann

Siperini Agamayacak) . Some leftist organisations announced the week 18-26 August

1979 as “The Week of Struggle Against Fascism” Among the actions of this week
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were: wives and mothers whose husbands and children had been murdered, visited
Minister Hikmet Cetin, and demanded the closure of MHP and UGD and the arrest of
the fascist murderers, meetings and demonstrations organised in all Turkish cities
where there was no martial Law. On 19 June 1980, mothers and the wives of the
victims of terror, revolutionary young people who had been tortured, and political

prisoners visited the Istanbul Bar Association and demanded safety on the streets.

‘Up to 12th September 1980, response to anti-democratic governmental
action, the struggle against fascism and actions of the “End Mothers’ Grief’ campaign
constituted the first items on the IKD agenda. Between 1975-80 fascist attacks were
also directed towards IKD although it was a women’s organisation. Some of these
pressures and attacks can be listed as follows:

* A number of women, who were member of IKD Kartal branch, were
dismissed from her job because they read Kadinlarin Sesi and participated
in May Day activities.

* Three members of Fatih Branch were arrested while they were
distributing “No Votes for MC” leaflets and were beaten.

* JKD Ankara Cankaya Branch Office was searched by the police on 5
July 1977 and closed down

* Members of Istanbul Fatih branch were attacked by persons from
UGD/MHP while they were selling at Eyiip market to support strikers.

* Eskigehir branch was searched by the police on every week.

* Zonguldak branch was closed down in October 1977.

* Istanbul branches were not given permission for meetings.

* A picture of ‘wolf’ was drawn on the door of the Uzunképrii branch

* Iskenderun branch was raided by the police.

* Fatih branch was burnt down.

* In Istanbul, Pagabahge local office was bombed.

* The husband of NY, member of the IKD Bursa branch, was murdered
by fascists.

* Trabzon branch was burnt down.

* Aytiil Acarbag, a member of IKD Eskigehir Office died as a result of
shooting by fascists, while she was going to ‘Democratic Rights and
Freedoms’ meeting on 5 April 1980.

* Efraim Elvan, husband of SE, who was a member of IKD Trabzon
branch executive committee, was killed by fascists on 20 July 1980.
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* Meryem Karakiz, a member of IKD Adana branch and a SASA

factories worker, and her two friends were shot dead on 24 July 1980.

(Kadmnlarin Sesi, 1977-1980)

Those members of IKD who state that IKD “shified to the left”,
“sharpened”, “narrowed” refer to this period in which IKD turned towards anti-fascist
activities as a result of the never-ending-cycle that country was going through. It is
essential that what happens in Turkey in the last quarter of 1970’s is carefully
exammed in order to truly understand the situation. Inflation had reached 100 % for
the first time; vital consumer goods such as butane gas, oil, margarine, lightbulbs,
coffee had disappeared from the market; poverty and unemployment had increased.
But more important than this, the whole country had been divided into fascists and
revolutionaries, all the cities and towns had been divided into separate districts
controlled by fascists and revolutionaries; universities had become places where
students could only enter with police protection; judges, university pfofessor’s and
trade union leaders had been murdered in public and the murderers had been caught
in MHP offices but later had escaped from prison; and during this period the
government stood by and watched.

NO tells about these days as follows:

In the Eastern Black Sea Region, almost all our activities were dominated

by funerals. All the leaders of the socialist/revolutionary organisations in

Trabzon were murdered. They attacked everyone who was not a fascist.

Necdet Bulut, a lecturer at KTU, and a lawyer from CHP were only two

of these. People were being killed while they were walking on the road, in

the park, in their offices and associations by the members of MHP, the
identities of whom were very well known and none of these murderers
were being arrested. We were very well aware that the only association
not been attacked was IKD; I don’t know whether this was because we
were women or not. We thought of ways to protect the chair of IKD
Branch, but we only thought about it. What else could we do? Efraim

Elvan, the husband of SE, Trabzon Branch executive committee member,
was murdered; YK, the husband of IKD Besikdiizii Branch executive
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committee member, was shot and wounded. I was running from one
funeral to another between Trabzon, Ordu and Samsun. Every new day, I
used to wake up with a deep sorrow in my heart; “whose death shall I
hear about today?” And sure enough the news came...

LM tells about what they went through in Samsun:

We could only walk down ‘Ciftlik Mah’ and °56’s’in Samsun. The fascists
had taken control of all of Samsun. Mecidiye, Fuar, 88 Evler were the
districts that revolutionaries couldn’t enter. If you did, fascists would
check your identity card and kill you. Revolutionaries were forced to
defend themselves and ‘liberated districts’ were established. The members
of MHP used to display their guns to us, and shoot at the ground in front
-of the eyes of the police and the police would arrest the person who was
attached; not the fascists. Sedat and Adem were shot. When Adem’s
mother cried out, with her son’s blood-soaked shirt in her hand, “You will
answer for this!” she was beaten by the police. Afier Adem’s funeral, the
fascists shot at the house. There were at least 50 women inside, but none
of them run away, there wasn’t any place to escape because their houses
were being fired at too. The neighbours embraced all the members of
IKD; the women did not retreat; on the contrary they occupied the police
stations and sometimes released the arrested revolutionaries.

LM explains what kind of actions the IKD took in this situation:
At that time we went as IKD members to visit each of the families whose
children had been arrested, detained or killed. IKD members took trays,
sacks, packets of pies and pastries to those detained in prison. Hundreds
of us attended the funerals.
Looking at the social political situation of 1975-80 we can say that many
women had no choice but to join the anti-fascist struggle. Ayse Diizkan, the first
women to call herself a ‘radical feminist’ in Turkey also admits this. “I think there was

a state of civil war in Turkey before 1980. In conditions of civil war, such thing are

difficult.” (Diizkan, 1995: 146)

In those days when all this was happening, could the IKD avoid pushing
women’s demands and actions into second place? When asked: “Do you think that

after 1978, when we saw the massacres of Malatya, Marag and Corum and all the
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other political murders, that it would have been possible to behave differently 7’ AB
answered:

Of course it wasn’t possible. If you look at the feminist movement that

appeared after 1980, when deaths, the prisons and the Kurdish question

came onto the agenda in Turkey, these events also determined the feminist
agenda. What ever the burning issues in society are, they inevitably draw
people. It is always like that.

However, looking back on the 1970s from the standpoint of 1995, AB
asks “could we have brought a more womanish approach to the anti-fascist struggle?”
and she answers the question like this:

If we had been in an organisation which looked at events from women’s

point of view, perhaps we could have seen those deaths and events from a

women’s point of view, perhaps we could have acted differently. But you

couldn’t ignore fascist massacres when they had reached those
proportions. Perhaps we could have looked at the issues with a different
viewpoint than IGD.

I don’t mean the slogans that we used, the fact that we emphasised

motherhood and used terms mothers and sisters. Perhaps we could have

approached the matter in a more creative way then this, to influence a

wider section of society and more women...Today I ask myself, if our

approach, our evaluation, our methods could have been different ?

EF looks at another dimension. She assesses the issue of a women’s
organisation working illegally, that is a women’s organisation which has been banned
and driven into illegality.

Yes, inevitably the anti-fascist struggle took precedence over women’s

issues. Our newspaper began to look the same as the IGD newspaper and
this made us feel uncomfortable. Just at that point, the IKD was banned.

The IKD was banned on 28th April 1979 by the Istanbul Martial Law
Headquarters, during the period of martial law following Kahraman Maras massacres.

In spite of its closure, activities continued illegally until 12th September 1980. Could
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a women’s organisation with a membership of nearly 20,000 and a newspaper with a
circulation of 30,000 go underground ? Apart from a few members of the TKP, the

majority of the women were not party members.

The headquarters building was closed and officially sealed off and after
this 33 branches and 35 local branches were also closed and sealed off. Women could
not get in to takev out the furniture, typewriters, files and archive. Due to the
possibility of closure and to prevent any resulting negative effects on members IKD
CEC had previously warned branches to not keep registration cards, membership
records. EF says:

They drove us into illegality. The IKD became an illegal ‘mass’

organisation. Whoever heard of such things ? This made us narrower. In
stead of working in our own premises we had our meetings at picnics or

in the Turkish baths.

In spite of being banned, IKD women carried on their activities as before
and 17th July 1979 they organised a women’s march under the banners ‘The
Progressive Women’s Movement Cannot be Stooped’, ‘The IKD Must be Open)
(Appendix M) 500 women who walked from Istanbul and Izmir to Ankara were
received in every town and city on the way at meetings and rallies attended by
thousands of women. Women organised many actions to re-open the Ilerici Kadinlar
Demegi. The idea of forming a new organisation with a different name was discussed.
The IKD carried on its activities until the military coup of 12th September 1980 and
its closure was only realised after a TKP decision. The TKP"s decision “to stop work
with women” was taken for security reasons but women party members working in

the IKD were not consulted.
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7.4 The Own Way of Turkish Women

In a letter that he wrote on 26th December 1886 to F Kelley
Wischnewetzky in New York, Engels says: “There is no better road to theoretical
clearness of comprehension than to learn by one’s own mistakes, durch Schaden klug
werden.” Engels, 1977: 482) The same comment can be made about the women’s
movement in our country. The discussions and criticisms that women engaged in
some western countries in the 1970s developed in Turkey in the 1980s. EF makes this
evaluation.

When we look at the history of the second wave of feminism in the West

we see that this movement was tied to the events of ‘68. when many

young women joined the student movement and lefi~-wing organisations.

In the same way many feminists in the USA came from the civil rights

movement. In these movements and organisations women got the jobs of

typing, the secretarial jobs while the men were in the front line. This
created anger in women. This same situation did not exist in Turkey.

Since there was no mass left wing movement in Turkey, women did not

know that they would face discrimination in socialist parties.

I think that the necessary conditions for the development of feminism had

not yet appeared here. While there left wing women were setting up a

feminist movement in response to male hegemony on the left, here we

were setting up a traditional left wing women’s organisation. In other
words if we had lived through this kind -of experience, and had this
response, we would also have developed in this way. :

Due to the specific conditions of the Turkish situation, women in Turkey
followed their own specific road. The Turkey Communist Party which was set up in
1920 was not legal until 1988 when it transformed itself into the TBKP and it always
worked illegally. Until the ‘Advance’ in 1973, the TKP could not reach the masses

and remained marginal so that the problems that were encountered in communist

* To learn by bitter experience.
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parties were not experienced by women in Turkey until the 1970s. At the time that
women in other communist parties of the world were criticising the internal workings
of the party, the situation in Turkey was not like this. In the 1970s a new wave of
feminism engulfed the world and while within this wave many Marxist women were
breaking the new ground of ‘socialist feminism’, women in Turkey were running to
join socialist/communist/revolutionary organisations to get involved in political

activity.

The coup of September 1980 interfered with the development of many
processes in Turkey. This coup also affected the development of women’s
consciousness in a negative way. In the 1970s there were many other socialist
women’s organisations apart from the IKD. The women who joined revolutionary
organisations or worked in these women’s organisations were very young, mostly
single, childless ‘young girls.” They would face their ‘social roles’ after they got
married and had children. These ‘young girls’ who were in their early 20’s in the
1970s had reached their early 30°s in the 1980s and had become ‘women.” As these
politicised women carried on their political activities on the one hand and found
themselves dealing with housework and child care on the other hand, they began to -
realise that they were suffering injustice, that something was not working as it should
be. Besides, these women who at the beginning had been very young and
inexperienced, after for 4-5 years of political activity, had developed both theoretically
and politically. These women who had never thought of such a thing before now

demanded the right to a political career.
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The IKD women also went through this process. When the TKP stopped
the activities of the IKD after 12th September 1980 and called all party members
working in the IKD directly into party employment, many IKD communist women
realised that they had lost their place in the party hierarchy. But after the coup many
women, especially founders and leaders of the IKD were forced to go into exile
abroad so this process was liv;d out outside Turkey” If these women had stayed in
Turkey perhaps the history of Turkish feminism would have been written differently.
AB has thié to say on the subject:

After 12th September, starting from the first years we began to understand
only too well that as women we were pushed into second place, we
received second class treatment whether in our own movement or in the
left generally: women both in Turkey and in exile. Once we were in
western countries where these debates were going on, and these books
were plentiful, we read them and immediately understood the debates.
What we read reflected our own experience. Since we could see the
parallels between what we read and our own experience, our interest was
immediately drawn. Perhaps our friends in Turkey did not have the same
chance to develop this thinking. They felt angry about the treatment they
received in their organisations, they responded as women but they were
far from an environment which would allow them to develop this
thinking. What’s more Turkey was living through a fascist period. The
IKD women in exile lost contact with the IKD women in Turkey until
1989. They could not make contact with us nor could we make contact
with them.

The women who started the second wave of feminism in Turkey in the -
1980s were not IKD women. We were not the ones who brought the
new ideas. But when Somut magazine appeared as a late copy of the
second wave of feminism, among the women who were attracted by the
writing and the discussions there was an important section that came from
the IKD. Thisis a fact.

* All IKD CEC Members, namely Goniil Dinger, Beria Onger, Seyda Talu, Ziilal Kilig, Ayse Cogkun,
Vahide Yilmaz Esinsel, Ayse Vassaf, Cigek Yagc, Yiiksel Selek went abroad and became refugees.
Additionally, many Regional Secretaries and BCE Members became refugees in other countries.
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Many women who were politically active within socialist organisations
before the 12 September coup seriously criticised the working methods of those times.
Hatice Yasar’s article “To be Kurdish, a Woman' and a Socialist in Turkey” shows
what kind of responsibilities were considered suitable for women comrades in socialist

movements:

...shouting “we are mothers, we are sisters, we are against fascism” in the
squares; joining in the fights in the neighbourhoods; agreeing to
_revolutionary marriages in order to find houses to rent to hide male
comrades; fighting the socialist struggle together but accepting the need
for a “patural division of labour”: to help the ideological-political
development of her husband or lover, while he reads or writes, she makes
tea for him; when her old lover-comrade wakes up in the middle of the
night and asks her to cook food, she cooks for her new higher rank
husband; washing clothes; while her higher rank husband explains to the
men in the neighbourhood how they will create “a world without
exploitation,” she, dressed in traditional baggy trousers (and what a hard
time she had with her parents and neighbours when she stopped wearing
them) and wearing a headscarf, is forced to have “womanly” chats with
the woman of the house; and because of the danger of her higher rank
husband’s illegal position, she is forbidden any political activity and shut
up at home; as a socialist woman, she is subjected to imprisonment and
torture but on her release returns to her “natural” role; working with all
her strength to make her higher rank husband’s life easier; (while in
prison herself) it never occurs to her to send her washing home for her
husband but when her ‘socialist’ husband is imprisoned the revolutionary
sister and revolutionary woman washes his clothes so that he can think
about the liberation struggle outside, while ke is on the inside.. (Yagar
1990: 46-47)

The most important point here is that the problems Hatice Yagar writes
about were not experienced in the IKD. IKD members explained their desire for “a
world without class or exploitation” not only to the women in the neighbourhoods but
also to the men. Instead of being “forbidden political activity” they were always
encouraged to be active by the IKD leaders. In this sense the IKD performed a very

important function in giving their members the chance to be politically active in their
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own right. Today many IKD women consider themselves feminists. We also find

among them, those who call themselves socialist feminists or Marxist feminists.

7.5 The IKD: A Conservative Women’s Organisation

Although the IKD was a women’s organisation it was sort of genderless.

Just because the IKD members considered themselves equal to men, they couldn’t

realise some of the important ‘specific women’s issues.” For example the IKD never

started a campaign about violence against women. GH points out that “our bodies did

not exist.” When she was asked “what kind of policies did the IKD develop against

the subjects such as: domestic violence, divorce and abortion?” she answered as

follows:

We didn’t have any policies about domestic violence. We missed it just
like we missed many other points. But we did say some good things about
divorce: “Divorce should be easier and uncomplicated but women’s rights
should be protected.” Even today we can’t say anything better than that.
We created solutions on the legal basis relating abortion not with our sex
but as a problem of health. Our bodies were not on the agenda in the
IKD’s work, that was the source of the problem. We skirted the edges of
the issues. We said “abortion should be free on demand, the state has no
right to say how many children a women should have” and we left it at
that. ' '

IKD women today cannot understand how as a women’s organisation

they could have been silent on a subject such as domestic violence which is so

widespread in our society. AB says: “We didn’t start a campaign against domestic

violence either at party level or in society as a whole.” EF on the other hand describes

how she was hardly aware that such a problem existed:

One of the reasons why we didn’t have any policies about domestic
violence was that women around us did not bring up this problem. Maybe
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because we were central executive committee, we remained distant from
some things. We went into most things at one level or another whether it
was abortion, divorce, family, but this...Somehow we didn’t see it was an
important issue. Anyway people start from their own experiences. We,
that is AB, CD, me, had never been anywhere near domestic violence and
the subject was not raised by the branches. Some things did happen: a girl
was beaten by her father because she came to a rally, women did get
beaten for such reasons. But I don’t even remember talking about battered
wives.

We went into the question of abortion later. We talked about it and agreed
that it was an important issue for women and we could have organised a
stronger campaign earlier but we had political considerations such as “We
"have already been labelled communists; what if they start saying that
communists are forcing women to have abortions.

One of the characteristics of the period and this was true for all the
revoluﬁonary/socialist organisations, was the fear of becoming isolated from society of
“creating a negative response among the people.”(halkimiza ters diismek) In addition
the increased fascist attacks and the declaration of martial law made it nearly
impossible for the IKD to raise such issues. AB’s approach is realistic:

In the early period, abortion was on the agenda. “Abortion should be
legalised and it should be free.” we said but we didn’t turn this into a
campaign. The fear of becoming isolated from society was characteristic.
The propaganda about “communist women don’t recognise the family,
wife, husband, they hang the hat on the door” was already well-known so
we were terrified that they would start saying “they are going toe abort
our babies.” The fear that women in the neighbourhoods would withdraw
from us under the influence of such propaganda became the deciding -
factor.

In addition, such vital and urgent issues as personal safety and fascist
attacks came up so that in IKD’s later period these took first place. Later
with the closure of IKD we were driven into illegal activities. If the IKD
had not been banned, if there had been less street violence, despite
everything abortion would have been brought onto the agenda.

NO explains how she witnessed domestic violence even against women

teachers who were members of IKD branch executive committees in Anatolia and
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how she advised them “divorce immediately.” Because of being beaten by their
husbands hurt their pride, therefore they didn’t want these cases to be known by
others. They wouldn’t consider divorce and they have never wanted to talk about it.

I know of two cases of TKP’s city committee memberswho beat their
teacher and IKD BEC member wives nearly to death. That is being a
party member did not prevent a man from beating his wife. I don’t know
if the party knew about this or if party had known, what they would have
done. I told these women straightaway “to get a divorce.” But these
women said “life in a small Anatolian city as divorced women with
children would be even harder.” When I offered to talk to the husbands,
"to criticise them they said- it would only make things worse and that they
would get beaten even more. Because of this attitude of the women I
didn’t pass this matter on to the party, maybe I didn’t even inform IKD
CEC members because I didn’t believe we could do anything about it.

While the German Social Democrats and Bolsheviks discussed sexual
freedom at length, in the 1970s in Turkey no socialist/revolutionary organisation dealt
with these subjects seriously. The IKD like the other organisations of the period took
an extremely conservative position on the subject of internal relations b‘etween sexes.
AB states that “reactionary attitudes dominated the relationship between woman and
man” and she goes on to give examples of how the institution of the family was

protected in the IKD:

At that time ‘revolutionary matchmaking’ (devrimci goriiciilik) was
taking place. Revolutionary marriages were arranged. We prevent
divorces and worked to keep couples together who weren’t getting on.
Women and men party members got married or divorced only with the
permission of the party. General pressure was put on couples with
problems to stay together and to prevent break-ups. The family was
protected.

We have lived a kind of feudal tradition in a ‘revolutionary’ way. It was a
feudal ethic which embraced all the political movements of the time. Free
love was not permitted. Why? One of the reasons was secrecy; that
mystical atmosphere that allowed everything to be swept under the carpet
in the name of the revolution. The second reason was that the majority of
people in our movement still carried the feudal traditions of peasant
society. When the things, those are naturally exist in society, occurred in
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the revolutionary movement, were forbidden. Women like us, who had

lived with men without getting married before being TKP member, came

to an agreement with the feudal values. Later on, for the sake of secrecy
and the people’s interest, and also not to be isolated from society, the life
has gone with on the base of feudal values.

However, the large branches at the metropolis, where the membership
base was different, women were able to form different kinds of relationships. GH,
speaks about Istanbul/$igli branch:

We never condemned flirts. But in the IKD generally there was the

‘tendency of blaming that kind of relationship. We never condemned each

other in our branch about sexual or emotional relationships. When it was

necessary we became confidants and supported each other.
IK, the chair of the branch of the second big city in Turkey, said similar things about

the issue.

Our members were generally the university graduated, professional
women. In our branch no one put their nose into other’s life.

7.6 What did Women Gain from IKD Membership?

Although some criticisms of the IKD appeared in the interviews and
questionnaires, almost all the women stressed as though with one voice, that they felt
that the IKD had taught them self-confidence. Many IKD women who today call
themselves feminists remember their IKD experiences with fondness and happiness.
GH answers the questions “What do you think IKD gave you?” “if you hadn’t joined
the IKD would you have been a different person?” in this way.

Of course. Because of the IKD I learned to speak confidently and to

express myself and my ideas clearly. We all learned this. We had to talk

wherever we went. The IKD developed our skills, We had to do

everything in the IKD. We wrote training notes, leaflets, scripts and
carried out research. I was always writing them. Of course everybody
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The IKD contributed a lot to my own self-confidence. I gained a lot of
practical experience. The IKD also contributed to my later development. I
read a lot about feminism. If I hadn’t been in the IKD I wouldn’t’ have
done this reading. If I hadn’t been interested in women’s issues I
wouldn’t have developed in other areas as well. I feel I gained a lot from
the IKD and I don’t think I lost anything. The other important feeling is
that I liked working collectively. I really enjoyed it. That was very
important for me. I still miss doing things together with other women.

The IKD founders and members said that they remembered the period of
IKD by ‘aspiration’ despite certain criticisms. CD’s answer to the question “Do you
think the IKD blocked your development in any aspects?” was “Yes especially in
terms of sophisticated thinking.” NO agreed with her as well. EF on the other hand
criticises that ;‘when the IKD was formed, political considerations took first place.”
When asked “What do you think was the biggest omission or mistake? What is your
main criticism of the IKD?”

My main criticism of the IKD is, why did we accept the authority of the
men (I see the party as men.) They created obstacles for many of the
actions we thought of and wanted to carry out. They directed us. “Give
more weight to such and such,” they said and we accepted. Because at
that time I thought “the party is the real organisation” it wasn’t a problem
for me that they told us what to do. The party was our life. There wasn’t a
party pressure that I wanted to be free off, I didn’t feel like that. I suspect
that I was very uncompromising both in my appearance and my speech.
Of course we can’t see ourselves. But it would be wrong to evaluate all
this without looking at the conditions and the atmosphere of the times. I
didn’t think we could have done it any other way. In the end AB, CD and
me were very militant party members. We couldn’t have done it any other
way. Maybe somebody else could have done it differently. Under the
conditions of the time, we were not the ones who could have lessened the
pressure of the party or the men.

15 years after the closure of their organisations the IKD members and

founders made the above evaluations of the organisation that they founded and led. .
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brought something with them. The IKD didn’t form us from scratch but I
believe it sharpened all our abilities. The IKD gave us the chance to
develop our potential. In this sense I can. say that the IKD helped me to
develop myself in the area I was interested in. Now I work in publishing
and I owe this to a large extent to the work I did in the IKD.

AB says: “we helped a lot of individual women to gain self-confidence, to
realise what abilities they had. That is why after the September coup lots of IKD
women joined the new currents that looked at the women’s question in a broader
way. Women had won self-confidence and developed their skills.” When asked “Can
you tell me what were the positive and negative aspects of being an IKD member?”,
“If you had not belonged to the IKD would you be a less developed person today?”
AB replied without hesitation, “yes, I would be a less developed person,” and
continued:

The IKD gave me a lot. I lost nothing by joining the organisation. My
IKD work developed me. First of all I learned to trust women. Starting
with myself I began to have confidence in women. Today I trust women
more than men. What’s more, on every subject: that they will understand
theory better and develop it better; I am sure that they will put it into
practice in their lives with more determination, more creat1v1ty
commitment, enthusiasm and discipline.

The authority, initiative and responsibility given to IKD members played a
major part in increasing their self-confidence. The central executive committee of the
IKD never acted jealously in appointing branch officers and delegating authority and
initiative to other women. Every woman who showed potential, -so long as she did
not belong to another political group-, was immediately given duties and
responsibilities. CD also stresses “gaining self-confidence” in the same words and she

points out the importance of the encouragement given to each woman in the increase

of their existing self-confidence.
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The IKD taught women to trust themselves. We saw that we could do
things and that we could do them very well and we gained confidence in
ourselves., The IKD gave its members the confidence that they would be
able to do things too. “Here”, we said, “here’s what has to be done, go
on, get on with it, do it, solve it.” Women in the IKD took responsibility.
No obstacles were put in front of women who worked and contributed.
These women held authority, used their initiative and took responsibility.
Young girls came to a point where they could speak to male organisations
in Anatolia and be listened to. IKD women developed themselves, their
characters. Isn’t this important? Women entered the political arena, a
male domain. Previously they had something to say about the future of the
country.

.What’s more, this encouragement was not only limited to IKD work.
Not only in the big cities but also in small towns women were encouraged to join
democratic mass organisations. Especially in Anatolia IKD women were encouraged
to join democratic mass organisations such as TOB-DER and TUS-DER which
worked with predominately female sectors and even to take leadership positions. This
is an important function which must not be neglected but whose social impact needs
to be analysed and evaluated. CD stresses this subject.

We directed women to participate in organised struggle at every level.
We pushed women workers to play an active role in trade unions, teachers
to be active in TOB-DER, nurses in TUS-DER, engineers, doctors and
lawyers in their professional associations. We encouraged them to stand
for executive committees. IKD women became more developed, thinking
women who could discuss well. After the 12th September coup many
IKD women found the courage to end unhappy marriages because we had
gained self-esteem.

On the subject of what the IKD achieved for itself and for its women

members EF says this:

The IKD enabled women to gain confidence. Later these women were
successful in many different jobs. We called women into an active role
and opened up a whole new world for them. When we say that self-
confidence is the most important, it includes all this. When people go into
the outside world, they gain confidence. Self-confidence involves -
learning about many subjects, gaining experience, doing many different
things.
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While they all remember the IKD period “with a sense of longing”, they do not try to

cover up the mistakes that they made.

From 1975 to 1980 IKD women worked night and day for equality,
peace, independence, democracy, social progress and socialism first legally and
then illegally. They set out on the road to a better world and a better Turkey. First
their advance was made difficult by the attacks of the state supported MHP, who
created an atmosphere of civil war in the country and who have not been acquitted of
this crime either in law or by public opinion. Later their road was blocked by military
coup of 12th September 1980. The IKD women shared the fate of millions of people
after the coup: they lost their jobs; they were detained, arrested and tortured; they
participated in hunger strikes in prison; some of them suffered long prison sentences

and others were forced to leave their country and go into exile.

Today nearly all of them are happy and proud to have founded and been
members of IKD. They feel self-satisfied to have proved what they could do as
women and to have been on the side of a society without class and exploitation, in
those painful days. quay they are practically involved in women’s issues. The IKD '
women have learned from their experiences. They want a world where women will
not be humiliated and exploited and where all kind of oppression will be abolished,

not just for themselves but for all women.
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CHAPTER VIII

CONCLUSION

This thesis which has taken the Ilerici Kadinlar Dernegi/IKD
(Progressive Women’s Organisation) as a case study has examined how the
organisation was formed, how and when the women organised; how they understood
women’s position and what solutions they proposed; what demands they made for
women; the organisational structure of the IKD; the campaigns launched and IKD
actions. As the IKD shared the ideological formation of Marxist women worldwide
since the 19th century, the development of the socialist movement and the position
and role of women in this process was analysed in chapters 2 and 3, because it would
not be possible to place the IKD in the correct framework without knowing the
heritage of this history. We can draw the following conclusions from the international

historical heritage which the women who founded the IKD took on.

Firstly, since the second half of the 19th century, women have joined
both the feminist and socialist movement. While feminist women in the 19th century
raised the demand for equal rights with men, socialist women joined social
democrat/socialist/communist parties to create, alongside their male comrades, a
world without class and exploitation. In opposition, especially to the sufragette

movement which was part of the first wave of feminism, socialist women set out a
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broader programme which did not want only equal rights with men in the existing
social order, but the creation of a new world without class or exploitation. Feminist
women and socialist women divided sharply on this point. Socialist women had as
much role in this division as the feminists, because socialist women while strongly
rejecting the idea that the woman question could be solved separately from the class
question, at the same time avoided any possible joint action with feminist women.
Socialist women took the position that their aims and methods of struggle were
completely different from feminist women and this position was maintained without

change throughout the period of struggle.

This is the main reason underlying the fact that the IKD took no notice of
the rise of the second wave of feminism in the 1960s. The IKD women were not
aware that the second wave of feminism rising in the West had a rather different
starting point than the first feminist wave. The second wave of feminism was set in
motion primarily by highly educated professional and working Western women who
declared that equal rights with men in law did not end women’s oppression. The IKD
women missed the point that these women began to question virtually every social
institution and brought the question of women’s liberation onto the agenda again. On
the other hand, in spite of these developments in the West, in the 1970s when the IKD
was set up and became active, there was no movement supporting feminist ideas in
Turkey, nor any feminist criticisms directed at the IKD. During this period in Turkey
it was only socialists and communists who recognized the fact of women’s

‘oppression’ and brought the subject of ‘liberation’ onto the agenda. Thus, women
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tended to work politically within socialist/communist/ revolutionary organisations as

this seemed to be the only hope.

Secondly, socialist women accepted the fundamental principle of working
class parties that women and men had to belong to the same party. However because
of women’s specific issues and their backward political consciousness, socialist
women argued for organising women into separate women’s organisations tied to the
party and for special women’s publications and they were able to persuade the party
to accept their arguments. That is why since the 1890s, communist and workers’
parties usually have a separate women’s organisation. And so in Turkey also,
following these views, women founded the IKD as an organisation ideologically tied
to the working class but organisationally independent. This women’s organisation, in
accordance with post-second world war communist policies, could be regarded as a
broad based ‘democratic mass organisation’ embracing both party and non-party

women.

Thirdly, as shown in the relevant section Clara Zetkin of the SPD,
Alexandra Kollontai of the Bolshevik Party in Russia, Dolores Ibarruri of the Spanish
Communist Party were leaders of the women’s movement and high level leaders of
the party. This tradition continued in Turkey where we see a woman leader of the

Ilerici Kadinlar Dernegi who was also a member of the TKP central committee.

Fourthly, Ilerici Kadinlar followed the example of socialist women in

publishing a women’s paper. In Germany ‘Equality’ had been the women’s paper, in
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Russia ‘Woman Worker,” and so in Turkey ‘Kadimnlarm Sesi’ (Voice of Women) was

published. The writers and technical staff working on these papers were all women.

Fifthly, workers parties, especially in Germany and Russia, always
defined the limits and politics of the women’s movement. This also happened in
Turkey. The IKD were obliged to act in accordance with national level political
decisions of the TKP. For example, when the TKP decided to form a UDC (National
Democratic Front) the IKD women also put a lot of effort in this direction. Just as
the International Women’s secretariat was dissolved by the Communist International
in 1926, so after the military coup of 12th September 1980 in Turkey the TKP
declared that the IKD’s activities were over and this decision was taken without

consulting the women party members who were active in the IKD.

Twenty years after its foundation and fifteen years after its closure, what
kind of evaluation can be made of the IKD? Was the IKD a feminist organisation?

Why was it formed and what did it achieve?

First of all, although in the 1970s it did not define itself as such, the IKD
was, according to current terminology, a Traditional Marxist Feminist organisation.
The IKD can be considered a feminist organisation because firstly, feminism is not a
unified but a diverse movement; secondly feminism starts from the view that women
are oppressed. According to P.Abbott and C. Wallace:

While all feminists are agreed that women are subordinated and that it is

necessary to develop strategies to liberate them, there are fundamental

disagreements about the causes of that oppression and strategies for
achieving liberation.” (Abbott & Wallace, 1990: xii)
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There are “four major feminist perspectives”:

....“liberal/reformist, Marxist, radical/revolutionary, and socialist
feminism.” Liberal feminism is concerned to uncover the immediate
forms of discrimination against women and to fight for legal and other
reforms to overcome them. Marxist feminists argue that the major reason
for women’s oppression is the exclusion of women from public
production and that women’s struggle for emancipation is an integral part
of the fight of the proletariat (working class) to overthrow capitalism.
Radical feminists see male control of women (patriarchy) as the main
problem and argue that women must fight to free themselves from this
control. Socialist feminists argue that women’s oppression is both an
aspect of capitalism and of patriarchal relations. (Abbott & Wallace, 1990:
11-12)

According to Marxist feminists, women’s liberation from oppression can
only be achieved after the overthrow of capitalism because women can only be
liberated when classes and exploitation are abolished. In the capitalist system there are
many obstacles to the socialisation of child care and housework and women’s
participation in social production which are the objective basis of women’s liberation.
Among the most important of these are:

1) In the capitalist system, women are used as a cheap reserve labour
force. According to the needs of the system, this labour force is sometimes
drawn into the market and at other times it is sent back into the home.

2) Services such as nurseries, créches and child care centers are sold for a
price as a result of which child care is still primarily women’s
responsibility for the big proportion of the society.

3) The care of the sick and elderly will not become a public service due to
its serious cost and this duty is also left to women.

4) The capitalist system which rationalises every business according to
profit and is always ruled by the market has not found a cheaper and more
profitable way of getting housework done, other than leaving it to
women.,

5) The capitalist system which breaks up and fragments society has not
created a more profitable and developed way of raising the next
generation than the family. (Naimen, 1988)
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For these and many other reasons, traditional Marxist Feminist women
argue that women’s liberation cannot be realised in the existing social formation.
However in socialist experiments, although certain steps have undoubtedly been
taken in the socialisation of child care and the entry of women into social production,
the fact that real liberation has not been achieved is a major weakness of Marxist

Feminism.

The IKD women also claimed that women are doubly oppressed and they
took action for women’s liberation in the framework of their own ideological
positions. According to the IKD, women’s liberation would only be achieved with
women’s entry into social production and the socialisation of child care and
housework. Because of these views, the IKD was a traditional Marxist Feminist

women’s organisation.

What were the reasons for IKD to be able to collect so many women into
its structure in such a short time after its foundation ? One of the main reasons why
thousands of women, not just TKP members or sympathizers, became members was
that, they found an organisation in which they could express themselves. If such an
organisation had not existed, thousands of women would not have found another
place to channel their energies. The most important factor in the growth of the IKD
membership to 1,500 after one year and 12,000 after 3 years, was that in the growing
wave of socialism, women saw the IKD as an organisation that gave them an identity.
The IKD offered these women the chance to be active in the public and political

sphere which had virtually been closed to them. Many women only gained full rights,
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influence and initiative in an organisation on account of the IKD. Women spoke out
about Turkey’s present and future through the IKD. With the IKD, women were
trained not just to open the windows and look out but also to go out into squares,
public places and shout out their demands. All this increased their self-confidence and

personal development.

Women in the IKD were involved in the linked activities known in the
political field as agitation-propaganda-organising. It was women who led the
organisation, took decisions, wrote, planned and led training sessions, founded the
organisation, did all the writing for Kadinlarin Sesi (Voice of Women) and carried
out all the technical work on the paper. Due to the IKD women were not obliged to
do the menial jobs in the course of political activity as was so often the case in Turkey
and in other countries. The IKD members did not find themselves in the situation of
many women in workers’ parties in European countries who made tea and coffee and
did the typing while the men worked in leadership roles. In the IKD all kinds of

work: big and small, important or unimportant was done by women.

However in addition to all the above-mentioned advantages that the IKD
as a structurally independent organisation gave to women, there was one important
drawback. Because the IKD women did not climb the rungs of the party organisation,
they did not have a voice or an input into decisions in party policies. Because in
Turkey with the IKD it was as though there was a women’s party (IKD) and a men’s
party (TKP.) The TKP was not backward in recruiting women into its membership.

On the contrary, they put pressure on women members working in the IKD to recruit
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women from within the organisation. However most of the women who became
party members remained in the IKD and did not rise in the party hierarchy. The IKD
Central Executive Committee offered all willng and able women broad
responsibilities and authority. These women organised actions throughout Turkey as
regional secretaries and branch executive committee members. But the party did not
show the same confidence in women and did not appoint them to responsible
positions in the party apparatus at the level of district or provincial committees. This

has to be seen as quite open discrimination.

In the feminist women’s movement in Turkey today there is a tendency to
consider the IKD to be neither a women’s movement nor a women’s organisation.
The IKD and other similar socialist women’s organisations find themselves rejected
and denied by the contemporary feminist movement. Yet it is quite obvious that the
IKD was a women’s organisation that raised demands for women and gained
legitimacy for them in society. In the 1970s the IKD organised significant events
among them is the celebration of 8th March - International Women’s Day- with the
participation of tens of thousands of women; and raised important demands such as

2 <

“equal pay for equal work,” “child care center in every workplace and every
neighborhood,” “maternity leave must be unified and extended,” “retirement for
women after 20 years,” and advocated that “motherhood must be seen as a social
function”. To refuse to recognize the IKD which carried out these activities as a
women’s organisation, to fail to see it as part of the women’s movement in Turkey, to

attempt to exclude it, cannot be of benefit to women in Turkey. The IKD and other

similar organisations are a part of the history of the women’s movement. It must be
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evaluated from the point of view of the continuity of the women’s movement. It is
particularly unfortunate that it is women who are making this mistake. Men in any
case attempt to ignore and in addition when women censor each other the situation
becomes serious. This situation can only be prevented by studies that bring out the

historical reality.

The IKD and other organisations with similar structures are criticised as
‘hierarchical, authoritarian,” ‘organisations which are contrary to women’s nature.’
The women who make these criticisms suppose that since no hierarchical structure
has been formalised this means that hierarchical relations do not exist among 1990s
feminists in Turkey. We know that in Turkey today comparisons such as “I am more

9 <

feminist than you,” “I became a feminist before you,” “my feminism is stronger than
yours, you are wrong or lacking,” can occur between feminist women®. The
‘sisterhood’ that it is claimed should exist among women is still only an illusion. We
need to bear in mind that the hierarchy of knowledge is an important aspect of
hierarchical relations. In the existing social order the hegemony of male values has

filtered everywhere and into everything and women should not claim to have purified

themselves of these values.

It is inevitable that the women’s movement should be influenced by the
social and political atmosphere that it exists in. Those who reject the IKD by accusing
it of “not working for women’s liberation but being used to strengthen a political

position of a party” have also taken up issues of injustice that have occurred in Turkey

* Look at the debate on Kaktiis, no 12, 1990.
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since the 1980s. Feminists have protested the attacks on sentenced and detained
prisoners, on Kurds and other ethnic groups. It is right that feminists in our country
should protest and take action against oppression. Nothing could be more natural.
But it is difficult to understand why women in the blood bath of 1970s Turkey who

joined the anti-fascist struggle, should be criticised.

This study attempts to prevent the IKD which was active from 1975-80
from falling into oblivion. It is the first scientific study of the tens of thousands of
women who became politically active through the IKD. No scientific study has yet
been made, not only of the IKD but also of many other socialist women and their
organisations which were active between 1975-80 as well as before or afier this
period. The place of Turkey’s socialist women in history is buried in dense darkness
and this study is the first small match flame held up to light up the darkness. Further
studies should follow this first work towards the writing of the history of socialist
women in Turkey. This dense darkness should be dispersed by studies that rely on the
words of the thousands of women who joined socialist and communist parties, who
belonged to revolutionary movements, who were members of the IKD and other
socialist women’s organisations, who participated in rallies and meetings. It is hoped

that this study can be accepted as a first small step which will be followed by others.
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The enthusiastic crowd cheering while the TKP message was read
at the Second General Assembly of IKD
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APPENDIX D

Columns in Kadinlarin Sesi

“Handy Tips™ and “Mother and Children Health”

COCUKLARIMIZI ASILATMAK

GEREKLI MIDIR?

Bulogicr hostobklon 8nlemsk icin en iyl
yol zomanmnda agilonmaktir. Ag igne e de.
ri alung veya aftzdan verilerek hastolikiora
kurg) bofstkhik segiar. Agilanan kigller, hos.
tohklo temas otselar blle hastalonmaziar.
Bulagic birgogu
sonra  sokatik  birokabilgigi icln  6nceden
agdanmak cok Snemiidie. Ozellixle kicik co-
cuklon verem, cocuk felcl, kizamik, gicek
ve difjer hostcliklardon korumok icin aga-
&idaki @s1 takviminl uygulamak gereklidir.
COCUKLARIMIZI NE ZAMAN
ASILAMALIYIZ? .

1. Yenl dodon bebede yagamumn ilk 2. ve.
ya 3. gininde VEREM'e karg agt yopilir,

2. COCUK FELCI ASISI: ¢3 veya 4 ayik
lkert baglanw. 18 gin arg ile 3 ke2 tek.
rartanir,

3. DIFTER], BOSMACA ve TETANOS ASL

(2

difer bulesier hastalklar igin belirli zaman-
larda uygulanan ogitar vardir,

Ui Y

gun olarak cocuklarn verlimekiedir.
gecikme var ise ¢ocuklanmizi do glstere-
rek hekimlerle gérigmek gerekidir.

. CICEK ASIS! 8 aylk bebeklere yapilr.
. KIZAMIK ASIST 1 yosindg iken bir kez

LARI birlikte yopihr. 3 veya 4 aydg bag.
lorur, Blrer oy ora He 3 kez tekrorlomr.
1 wil ve 4, yilda bu agilenn tekrarion
yapilr.

yopihr,
Bitin bunlorin diginde kolera, tilo ve

Bu ogilann timd Ana ve Cocuk Sagd-

uy-
Eger

Vokit koybetmeksizin bu merkeziere

4
rin
dlr,

ve agile.
anolik g8 i

ZAMIK HASTALIGININ

pAavisl vaR MIDIR?

Kezarmk  geneliikle  cocuklards
1 oylonnda gdrGlen bulegmier dir
stahktir. Kizamik  hastoliginin ko-
fucuy afig vardy, fokot Ulkemiz~

uvyguignmamektodie, Bir  gocuk
oouk  bellrtileri  gdsterdikten gon-
hastalidn engellemek mimkin de-
dir. Ancok coctun daha cobuk
legmesl ve yan seikileri olmemess
n ghnacok dnlemier §Syledin

1. Cocuda kesin ygtek istirg-
#i uygulanmal ve {gitmesi engel.
maelidir.

2. Bol portoknl greyplrut gibl
eyve sulcrt ve hogof gibi swilar
irilemelidir,

3. Vitomin iloglen drginda etkin
 tedavisi yoktur,

# MENENJIT NEDIRY ERSEEE
»l"‘::»gmmnih beyni ‘soron zarignn Klihobudir,
% cocukiardo he de erigki ‘gér! §

Cdetll bagofns, bulant,” kusma, ates ve daigin;
Sukio “birlikie oiur, Bu belirtileri gisteren hastoyt

vakit' kaybetmeksizin hastaneye gatirmek gesek- -"‘bozuklukior kolabiki,
AR . . . oo T

dir, Sinki hostaneterde yikagk  doziorda”
. lon, ontiblotikierle tom lyilegma sodlanablltr,
“sq, teddvide gecikilirss gerl zakaﬂ-:’ gogl
nugmyg " ve “yirime 'bozukiuklon

X Kot
2 SOk Snemi 5

Sebe kalmamak X

sizin elinizde

YoMUuRTALIK
. DL
Yoiu

ORGANININ
vfﬁu'runl
YER)

YUMURTALIKLARIN
GOREVI NEDIR?
Rohimin so§inda ve solun-

=% DOLLENME NASK. OLUR? L
ﬁ’%l{emﬂe. kodwnin yumurta hiicrest He er-
ﬁf tohumunun (sparm), yumurta konals icin-
8 binégmesiyle goercekiesir.
?gl ﬂy’r oy kadiin adet gordid gindan ltiba-
i, yumuntalklarde yumuria hlcreal galigme-
boplor. By yumurto hiicres! odetln boglon-
xcﬁ@on onaloms .14 gin dnce meydona gelir,
Tﬁml‘c};dmk kihfim poliotr ve yumurtobkton
i 57: Yumurta kenaling gelir, Yumurta hiicresi-
A, Yumurio kenolindg yogoma sdiresl 48 sa-
1ir, 2 giin). Erkegin tohumianmin yogomo si-
"si Tse 72 soottir (3 gin). Burada sunu belirt-
[ lIsiiyv.)\'uz: Kadin yumurta hicresinde cin-
fyst yoktur, Erkegin tohumion iss erkek ve di
I olorgk iki 10rigdar. Yonl cocudun cinsiyetinin

e Al "1
£ Yumurio hicresinin yumurta kanglinds ol-
©du sdre icinde, cinsel fligki olurgg erkedin ¢!
Gicresl, yumuria hicresini dblleyebilir, Kodin

ebe kalabillr.

ADINLARIN SESI  (28)

do yumurtahkionn bogiice gdres
vi kadinhik hormonlann salgiig-
mak (bu hormonler kadini kodin
yopon, harmonlordir. gdglsierin
bdyGmesi gibl] ve yumurig hic-
resl Gikarmoktr. Yumurta hilce
resl, kadimn d8! hicresidir,

ADET GORME NEDIR?
Yumurig hileres!, yumuria konohnge koid)
:§t 48 soat Icinds dollenmezse, BI0r. Yumurto
ik hormonlen’yurdrm:yla rohimde olugan sl
fnﬂksﬂ zor {rghim muko'zasx], yumurto déllenme-|
‘difl icin ¢B201ir ve digan atlmosy gerekir. Ra.
imde yovag yoveg biiziims baglor, rohimin Ig|
Yizeyindé bir yora ocilir, Bu.yoradan ckan kan-|
Ja birlikte, sGmuksd zar digori qulir, iste odet
anamast budur, Adet kanamast sirosinda ka-
dinda bel veya karninda gérdlen sancimn ne-
denl dg rohimdekl bu bazdimedir,
Iki odet kanomas1 arosindaki sire 25.35

pin_orosinda defigebilir. -

CAMASIRLARINIZIN
OLMASI igiN YUMUTAR
Camomsionni: pkediginus duruiama
Suyuno bir ovue tuz atn,
Ss8uN PARCALARINI
DEKGEHLENDIRKN
wllanilmayocak kodar kgedimg
sabun parcalanm toplayip k:::rlm;ﬁ
sahone keyun. Ostine M, 0 dam.
Ia 8y Udve sdin, Hofir steste kang.
brarck eritin. Sanra bir kada hogal.
B ve donmaoeny beklsyin,
BULASIK BEZIMz] KENDING YAPIN
Eaki noylon coroplan kere geklings
kosarek datbisie glkm, Cok kuliamgts

Bir be_:! a2 glissring bavrorak com
ollln. Giiserin comignn bugulonmag.

CAYDANLIKLARINIZI TEMIZLERKEN-
Su kaynatmakian doley: diding tor.
i: c?:sn c‘:‘:yacnhklunnm temizlemek .
n igine birsz sirk G
ooy Birke koyvarok 2.gon

%'L‘smmzin BALIX KOKXMAMAS!

Baik temiziemaye bogtar -
c8 oligrinize limon’nﬁrﬁ:. edan 6
PAS LEKESINI CixARTMAX igin

Tuzo botrimeg bir gilim timonlo pog.
& yari ovun ve kurumoye birakin, Yi.
kadwing z0man pog Iekeamin 1ama.
men cikhginy gbrocakainig,
YUMURTALL BULASIKLAR! KOLAY
TEMIZLEMEX IgiN

DI rincAtARINIZI 3
e TEMIZLEMEX

Dig fucalanmn dibinds 2 i
maLuny kehndlan birikiy, az:'v::f::"?;b
leimek lgin nrcama pir 8are stcek
tuely suyun iginde birokn, .
CAMLARINIZ Buz TUTARGA

Y12 camlor temiziamek Iein, eq.

™ sildiginiz bexi arasrq twa bo
Urn,
Tuz, buty c8zer ve cam: poriatr, "

hla siz de gilzel bip masa Grtisy

Gerskil malzeme: hsrdigion o ay
" renk yumak, 2.5 aumars Gp,
Yaplacak 1k &4, 8 sinetr gouip, by
Umakle alacicieri balka gekiinde ks,
patmakur. Bundan sanrs 1 Umek alr,
s Tig balka Dzvrine dolanarak 3 do.
fads gekilic. Bir direk yapilir, Aym ge.
Wide 1) tane dana direk yapriarax
mé".; wrE tamamismr,
encl wruys baglarken §
oukilir, Bir Nimek atiner. Tog, x.,:.'f,iff
oy cldudumuz Relkinus fkinet g,
Tedinin yanina bannlie, fimek g do.
fada cekllir, Tekear tiv tinelr oty
rek blr flmek daha abinir. Tag tarmam.
lamiy aldugumar iuinel hatkadsks dor.
d8act disetin yanma batriw. fimes
yine O defada coliliv. Apny iglem Tki.
3¢ dirck arayla devam ettirilerek ¢
taoe ksfes olugtiruiue, Cotincd airs
€3 tamemlanmy olur.
Drdtnetl strada Snce Wiy mek gl
R Al siraya dolaymm blr defaga eon

T Y0 BuYUR 3Uzierak akmasim Sl

Aflis. feine! timek ik( detada, ficu,
itmek 4o defuda dbrdlincisn )l:lon;:
AeTada, deginelst Il defada, aftzncist
‘e b:r dotada cekillp bir yapeak ta
mamlanir. Boylece bey ta 3
2k sapitip «cumm?uﬂ un";:::l:;."’

Besiocl sirads renk depigir, Seyts
snele Sklip, UE yapragin tapestne’
baurlir. @z yincirie aabitlostisille,
Biundan sonrs bey zlncir pokillp bz
Umek alnarak, ik yapragn bitstet
naktays batinle, Alan ek gt de.
fadn gekillz. Yine ayns sekilde devam
edllerek xira tamamlamr,

Altnet sirada dardined svadaki 1z
#ite gbre onlkl yaprak yapiy,

Yedinct sirada yine rent degigsiriny.
BIr yapragin tepesinden baglanarak 12
Hnelr celalie, diger yapratin tepesing
batinthe, tehrar 12 sinetr cekitorek do.
Fam ediliv. By siranin bitiminge me.
Ul tamamianmugr,

Matifior biriestirildikten sonsa, &1

80A1a 8ok suyln yikaym,

;'u»uu €LrAIRA Br nra wik Igne grdf.
v

Motlfler resimde xtratdy
tetirllle, Hdlitd g bir.

Once soguk suyle duryladikion

Yyapabilirsiniz

Dergial’~ Sabibix Birta, Onggs £,
sy Berts Onis

gebelikten korunma yollarndan TAKVIM METODU ’

%yandl),\lumurﬂamamn ne 20man dldegune ve
& Yumoritn hiicresinin ne 20man obliénecegio
9brdik. Simdi bu bilgilerin 13:5inda gebe .

Bu tabloda; her kadin jun
depisik olan adet donem..
Leri aver agr belivtilmishn

KADINLARIN SESI 2§

Ggten nast korvnduguns. anlatocaysa.. it ADET [ pepiien | Tenyice
: ARAINDA | DBREMIN | pinEMn
Bir oyiik bir dBnem Icinde, kadinin gebe kalma GUNIER . | BAGLANG| SoNU
yaklogik beg ginlik sire Icindedir. Egler, olguniosan yumurta- 4 gin 13 eidn |40, cin
fun yumuriglikian ottlorok  yumurta kanahing  gelmesi slireal =
lc!nde cinse! iligkide b gebaligi Y 7. Ama 22 %n 4' Gfﬁ, . ol
bu ydntem ancak d0zenlf adet gdren kedinlarda givanle kullo-- {23 Oin [5. ¢iin |42 gon
*. raigbllie, . - g =
! st Gebs kaimo tehlikesinin oimodigi ginler, normal olarak 24 Gan 6. ¢y 13,648
L l?a-:n glinds bir odet gdren kadinlar icin, adet kenamasiin bege |25 GGn | 7. 60N, |44, 608
" lamesindon §-10 gdn &ncesine kadar olan sfre, kanamadan ki .. 4
... baren 7-8 gundor. ) 26 Oln |8. ¢in_ |15 et
' Ancak daha kisa sirelerle adet gdren kodmiarda (Srmefin [ 2¥ gan |9, ¢GN. [46.60n
15-21 glnde blr) adst g8rme sircsinda ve adetten hemen sonrg - i - Ui
bile hamite kaima olamibgt vardir, 28 gon 110,684 |17, 60
e i — 29 gin [1T.60 Jip a
V Simdi de., ad lama gunlernin Lakvimin diaent tu & 3 o
i&ﬁ-‘xwr’f;"t‘-é"’z e kalme ‘“f%{a"g‘“‘".ohna v Gin 112,608 |42 ol
' Ginlerin nos hesa ulneaRiz; i i
gyﬂ“"% nm;a'&m bt lecinin ﬂgg&a_ﬁ;ls_- 31 Qin [ 13.6aN | 20.6lin
£ it '-Eéakl—_f—_ulm BIGr Grasmda k& ¢ 9dn 32 Gim | 14. #bn |24.¢in
B Tsn Sapiae B kise, adet arasdan I35 ; i 2 "
Y Ue entizun-adet arasmdan z(g{ln(q.lkoﬂbt‘. . 33 gin | 15. ein_ |22 gin
Bulunan farihler arasndati ginlerde einse iin can GON
eba kalir gebe kalma.. 34 9“ 16. 3. =
mak—ié.lg u ﬁZh’erm 35 gin |17, eln 24 sim
7 molabi ginlerde o G
D e e e, | |38 9n 198, e Jo i
"5 UYGULAYABILECESI : 37 Qiin | 19. clin {26 zin
METODLAR » ! [ G g
1 - Gerl cakme: Gingel Y uin opnex, - 38 9un | 20 6N 127, i
Uigkd sirosindo, erkegin bo- | - Bir kadiun bir wil igindek! adet baglongie ganterl agodida-
- lgolmadon hemen 8nca gorl | . ki gibl aigun :

’ cekilmesidir, Ancok ruhsol $ Ocok . Bu takvime gdre bu kadirun adet arasimin
‘bunohmiar  yaratabliscegin- 3 Subat 223: :‘;: en kiso oldudu zaman 27 giin, en tzun ol
dan egler torafinden uygu- 4 Mont ctx | dudu zamon 33 gdndir,

« }lonmast istenmamekiedir, 1 Nison >” 27-18=9
2 - Prezervatt i) ki | 31 Nison 330 o0 B-ttmzz
. lonmasx.: Lastikten veyo hay- § 27 Mayis S92 can Buna gére by kadin adetinin boglangicin.
: von bafsadinin zanindon ya- | 28 Haziron 938 ctin | GO0 hibaren 9 i'g 22. nel giin arasindg cin-
. pilan kilif lyl bir koruyucudur. | 31 Temmuz 28 sim se! lligkide bulunursa geba.kalir,
Akon menl knh(‘ Ieinde kol | 28 Agustos 332 cin Gdroldigd gibi cinsel Higkide bulunulmo.
erkek \ohu.m hicrelerl rahl- | 29 Eyidl 2 ot | MO8 gereken siire uzun bir slredir. Bu s0-
.E ::ﬂmqslmd@‘ i¢cin délenme ;; :kim g P icinde cinsel Higkide bulunulmos: hatin-
Z. asim . de isa erkefin korunmosiylg, gebelik &n-
] . Erkefin korunmaosi, ko- | 28 Aronk FB0GuN| o oL ¢ Y1 gebeli &
| fa¥ ve yan etklisrt az oldugy Enlimiizdely sayrda diger korunma, yollarm
i icin en emniyatll yoldur, a,,[quaya devam od(ce?i.z...
‘.



‘ APPENDIX E
‘News Bulletin” in Turkish and English

-

ENI TUNG BILEGIMIZ
15Cl SINIFININ ULUSLARARASI w_n:a._sao>um_.m.u><>z_mz> GOND olon 1 MAYIS 1886'dan berl, fagist
iktidarlann bulundufu Ufkefer diginda, tiim dinyada kutlanmaktodir.

1 MAYIS ULKEMIZOE 51 YIL ENGELLENDI AMA..,

Yil 1976 500 bin kigl, .

Yil 1877 800 bin kisl. Kadin-erkek emekeiler bayraklanyla, ponkartianyla, kul fan, hatayls
doldurdular Taksim 1 MAYIS ALANINI. Haykrdilar hep bir agredan; ’ .
FASIZME GECIT YOK .

YASASIN 1 MAYIS -
YASASIN iSCI SINIFIMIZ,

KARDESLER-ANALAR-BACILAR HAYDI 1 MAYIS 1978°E...
Evidt acimina son venmek Igin, fgsiziife, pohaliida son vermek Igln, faglzme gegit vermemek icin,

" slishlanmaya son vermek lgin, savagsiz ve sémilrisdz hir dinya lcin, Insanca yagoyobilmek lgin 1 MA-

YIS'A KATILAUM.

1 Mayis 1977'de bu I ) hoykirdik igin, babat kil efi kanl ve Mt
cu bozkurtiar tarafindan Sldacdlen, 35 Berel, :3«26_‘._”9& Imizil i{ r K %
hesatum ook M MASA _ab._.F.>E_s.* egimizin amlanna saygr i¢in, 1 Zn.!m 1977'aln
. m.»oos 1 zﬂﬁo.z._ xan_an:.aﬁgam Naﬁjx_oi_m «Faglzme geclt yoks diye haykirdilar, Bu yil do on bin-
Mﬁ!ﬂﬂaﬁﬁﬁ. éldurersk hrmanmaya om_ taglz . | wm ik g e, e costons 1 Miens

higan faglzmin 1ng Kk i .
Rlanrndan Gk kabbeys wiaran, 1§ i1 bag r yumruk gibi Inelim., Ama sesimiz 1 _soS.n

.wQ dhﬁ:ﬂp m>%o..m_ “3» mmm.__x._.nmﬂxw_.mao_ KADINLAR DERNESI FLAMAS! ALTINDA BULUSALIM.

a nmz daha i q
. ﬂnﬁ«:&n o ? la siklagtiralim. Foglzme korgs, hirriyet kevgasi Igin 1 Mayis’a kati-

ESITLIK-BARIS-ILERLEME bayrofiv 1 Mays 1978'de doha da yiiksel! di
yet clnten bisi eletmis yi aha da yitkseltelim. ClinkG ekmek, giil ve hilr

YASASIN 1 MAYIS

YASASIN i$CI SINIFIMIZ..,

~

* Yoz lgleri Maddrd : Doro KOCOKYALON  *

L HABER AJANSI NO.: 86
Adres : Mete Cad, 26/2 “=/Taksim + [STANSUL

*Sahibi : Barla ONOER

¢
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o DI R g

progressive
- women's.

CORNTENTS

1. SECOND AUNIVERSARY OF THE FSTABLISHMENT
OF THE PROGRESSIVE WOMEN*S ORGARISATION.

., . m.zozﬁoméﬁmgaowﬁoaouﬁg
. THEIR VOTES. . .

3. LA ESMERALDA®, Td TORTURE SHIP OF FASCIST .
° PINOCHET JUNEA, COULD NOT ENT:R TURKISHE PORTS.

%, UNIPED FRONT AGAINST ATTACK OF MOWQPOLY CATITAL.
_5. "HAZIM HIKMET IS ALIVE, HE WILL LIVE WITH UB®

BECOED ANNIVERSARY OF TmE ESTABLISEMENT OF THE FROGRESSTVA WOMSL'S
ONQgHmsPHHQz - T .
C Twb years have passed since the establishment of our ouwmbwwma%on.

e OTIEIGAGIBE TE0N the POiHt THEY 7 real mass movementcemmotexist——-
ation of women, FNO was established €o ensurve

. without the partici
the involvement of labouring women in the struggle for peace, dsmocrac

’ independence, social progress waged under the leadership of our
working class. . ‘

OQur oumn“«ﬁmwﬁou has consistently defended that the problems of woman,
their secondary, uwnderdeveloped, oppressed position is the result of
the economic pum political structure of the soclety end thal 'women

can only reach real eguality in a society free of exploitation. He
also believe that the struggle of the lsbouring wowen for thelr spec:
problems is an inseparable part of the struggle for a soclety withoul
exploitation and that it will give stremgth to this struggle, that
suth 2 society caonot be established without' the participation of women,

' PYO started with these objectives 2 years ago and it came a long way
in being the real mass organisation of the labouring women of Turkey.
Undoubtédly, a progressive women movement would not please the big
capitalists. The oppression and ocvstructions on all demoeratic
forces were directed against PXO as well. But they could not frighten
the masses of women thirsty for equality, peacs and happiness and
they will never be able to. - Now women gather maszively in Fu0, women

. from all over Turksy, women who want to build a happy future for their

. children, with their creative hands, creating the wealth of society

and creating life. :

: . A

Offica: Meto Cad. 20/2 Toksim. fatanbud TURKEY
Edittrs Dora XOCORYALON S 3
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APPENDIX F

Diyarbakir on March 8th, 1978

in

A banner posted on a street
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APPENDIX G
‘First Women March’ in Trabzon on March 8th, 1979
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APPENDIX I

.

Women selling trousseau at Kadikoy district in Istanbul

e’

during ‘The solidarity with the workers on st
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APPENDIX ]

KD Rally

1979

2

in Ordu on July 23rd

b4
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banner carried in a march
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APPENDIX L
A view from the ‘End to Mother’s Grief’ rally organized together with CHP
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APPENDIX M
A view of 500 women marching from Istanbul and Izmir to Ankara

down IKD on April 24th, 1979

ing

t of clos

in protes




