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ABSTRACT

INVESTIGATING THE SPATIAL QUALITY PERCEPTION OF OPEN
PUBLIC SPACE USERS IN HISTORICAL TOURISTIC PLACES: THE
CASE OF BELLAPAIS MONASTERY, BEYLERBEYI VILLAGE,
NORTH CYPRUS

G KGahra
Master of SciencéJrban Design in City and Regional Planning
SupervisorProf. Dr.Z ¢ beyde M¢ige Akkar Ercan

April 2022, 134 pages

Touristic historical places together with their pulsii@aces attract and appeal visitors
and everyday users due to several factors. One of these factors is the high spatial
quality, critically impacting on the lontgrm viability and conservation of histcal

sites and their public spaces. The spatial quafitouristic historical places and their
open public spaces can be effectively assessed by the viewpoints of visitors and
everyday users. This research aims to evaluate the spatial quality peroéptioh
spaces regarding four types of indicaloes.,accessibility, comfort, sociability, and
activity) according to different types of users. As the case study sites, it examines
the Bellapais Monastery and the Beylerbeyi village that are the naggtificent
places in Northern Cyprus with their pressvouilt environment. It assesses the
spatial quality perceptions of tourists and visitors, residents and citizens of Northern
Cyprus about the open public spaces of both the Monastery and Beyéedmading

to these four quality indicators. It uses dutative and qualitative, primary and
secondary data, attained from visual records, direct observation, urban
morphological analyses, a survey and interviews. Despite the limitations of COVID

19 pandent conditions which led to decrease the use of pulplacess by tourists,



daily users and citizens of Northern Cyprus, the findings of the research reveals that
each of the three groups perceive the open space quality differently and points out
different ndicators affecting the spatial quality of open pubfiaces. By comparing
similar historical touristic environments and their urban design and conservation
approaches, this research seeks to show that, despite the differences in the quality
perception ofts users, the spatial quality of some important histouristic spaces
should be increased for the common public needs without destroying the essential

character and quality of heritage spaces.

Keywords: Quality ofSpace, Open Public Spaddistorical Place, Space Quality us er s 0
perception
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Pubic places have served as tlaee of civilizations throughout history, reflecting
residents' experiences. There are a variety of advantages to using public spaces.
People can assemblateract, protest, penfiomn concerts, and do mangher activities

alore or in groups. These placeavie physical limits, but they also have dynamic

open elements.

According to UN Habitat (2015), many cities that have successfully used open public
space as vital factor for urbbn development have inaged dramatically. Gi
governors, in particular,ave utilized public space to enhance mobility and access
to essential services and improve the environment, stimulate economic activity,
preserve historicahnd cultural treasuregnd facilitate urban rewelopment and

includon.

With the new policiespublic spaces are differentiated: some are privatized, and
some are made more public. Many views on these differences have been developed
over time. While sme scholars believe th#éhe privatization of pholic areas is a
natual development (Loukaite8ideis & Banerjee, 1998), others say that it is
detrimental to social sustainability since it leads to some exclusions. (Sennett, 1996;
Low & Smith, 2013). Irhistorical and touristi places, the perceptiari public or
privatespace and the management afttperception without disturbing the natural

atmosphere is important for protecting that place.



Spatial quality includes physical, social, economic, calfuand environmental
aspects. These featureg aeflected in urbasquares, which play an essahtole in

urban identity as a visual urban culture and collective memory sites.

The quality of public spaces is crucial in staying healthy and sustawvdbléeir
environmenfor centuries. The quayi of the place shodlbe examined as an even
more critical issue regarding the historical places that have been going on for
centuries and their relationship with their surroundings. In order to underk&nd t
guality of the spacet should be consideresthat factors affecthe quality of the

space anddw we can sustainably provide this.

The confluence of essential factors that individuals experience in a location, such as
what is there, who is there, amdhat is going on, iseferred to as quality gilace
(Florida, 2005) Quality of place is a comptephenomenon encompassing both
objective and intangible physical features and subjective and intangible sentiments
of well-being, fulfilment, and contentmeEntrikin, 1991; Andews, 2001). The

idea of Iveability and sustaiability, which combines econac development,
environmental preservation, and social equity components, is also intimately linked
to the quality of the place (Anttiroiko, 2015; Yigitcanland Bulu, 2015).

By balancing activity, meang, and physical saétig, Montgomery (1998) ideakzl
ideal urban places.

The case site, Bellapais, is a ruin of a 13th monastery on the Northern Side of Cyprus.
It is a vast cultural landmark of Cyprus gk a great naturalmbsphere itself. The
monastery is surroundedyba village named Beylerbeywyhich has retained its

natural beauty and is home to people of many ethnic backgrounds. In addition to the

region's caf ®s and nihgderves hsuabnsuseunffalse monast e |



concerts and thea&trThe usage of opapaces by local people in tregion and how

they utilize or do not use them is a concern for this study project.

The historic square of the Bellapais Monastery, which has survived Bladieval
times, is a excellent example of gkical design that sasucceeded in creating a
congructed envirament that promotes public lifEurthermore, it is also one of the
most important touristic centers of TRNC. Tourism has enlightening, ednahti
and other vital bnefits for tourists andstablished cities @nareas. As a result, it is
critical to understand its function in the lives of local people. The good influence of
tourism is expressed in the economic advantages accruing to the thits@atizens

due to ompany investments. Theye renting a housegnting a private residence,
selling handcrafted items, cottage industry, and so on. In the social sphere, tourism,
among other things, tackles the employment problem for locals bynaff@tbs via
oneon-one relationships and bringgn them closer to forgn cultural values.
Regardinghis area's touristic and historical side, this study will concern the spatial

quality and its indicators with the review of people and spatial analythe afrea.

Over the ars, the area has beesita where individuls of manynationalities have

lived, and the ethnicity numbers have changed dramatically. There is not much going
on except for the museum'’s occasional social programs when it comedaio so
activities. This ausality has made it apgleng to investigatehe spatialquality of

this region, both inside and outside of itself, as part of the thesis study.



1.1  Aim of the Study

The primary goal of this study is to investigate the idea of spaedityy to
comprehendrte impact obpenpublic spaces on space qugliand to examine the
consequences of space quality on cultural and touristiagndgshs and their

surroundings andlso find out the way of improving the quality of public spaces.
Based on this aims, theam research questionstbis study are:

Whatis quality of place?
What is quality obpenpublic space?
What are the features of a public spaocd open public scewhich has a
good quality of place?
1 How the quality of a publicmce can be assessacc or di ng t o user s
percepibns?

1 How the qualityof a public space can be improved?

This study uses the Bellapais study in Northern Cyprus to attempt to answer the
fourth question, while also researching public domain literature to tapswer the

first three questions and givetlaeoretical frameworkor this study. This research
claims that the quality of public places might well be assessed based on four types
of characteristics: accessibility, comfort, sociability, and activiggoading to a
literature review on public space$his study evaluaseBellapais' different "quality

of space"” in terms of accessibility, comfort, sociability, and diversity of activities

using a case study technique considering Bellapais as a unit ydianal

In general, thisesearch focuses on thealjty of public operspace in historical and
contemporary urban environments. The study's major goal, however, is to critically
investigatehe past antecedents of urban squares. The research investjatbésiol
spaces in termsf learning from them.tlalso makes an attghto present the

concepts and rules for contemporary open space design.



1.2 Structure of the Thesis

The introduction andanclusion are the two primary parts of this thesis. Chapter 2
invesigates the idea of spaquality and highlightthe key issues in thi@erature

on public spaces in overall. It outlines the functions of public spaces in cities, the
quality of space impublic spaces, investigates the ontological elements that give a
place an ideal space qualiand attempts to defrthe attributes ajuality of public

space This study's research method is described in Chapter 3. Bellapais and its
history are the focusf Chapter 4. The second section of this chapter focuses at
Bellapas' quality of space a@r history. Bellapais isvaluated based onuodifferent
aspects of site qualithapter 5 contains a summary of the key findings as well as
recommendations fordw Bellapais' space quality might be enhanced through urban

planningpolicies.

The questios from the survey done ltlgis study are givem Turkish and English,
respectively, in Appendices A and B.






CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter aims first tavestigate key arguments in the literature on public spaces

in general ad the idea of the qu#i of public space in particular. Thdirst pat
focuses on the notion gbublic space as well as the debates surrounding it. Its goal

is to define the funains of open public areas in cities and their appearance and
characteristislater. The second paattempts to défie the idea of "qudl" in open

public spaces and the various aspects of "quality.” The third part discusses the quality
of public places rad the elements that determine them, while the last section

summarizes thpics discussed in éhprevious sectian

2.1 Public Spaces

Becawse of their vital functions in cities and urban life, public spaces have been one
of the key themes of study in urbandies. The interaction of humans and space is
intertwined with the preserf public spaces, ampiblic spaces ara reflection of

urban life. However, there are many different meanings of public space. Many
scholars have attempted to define public spaoesheir features.

2.1.1 Definitions of Public Space

According to White (198)) public spaces are peesentations of uman activity;
artifacts of the social environment are accommodated, conveyed, and understood
within the boundaries of this structured enwment. According to this
interdisciplinary viewpoint, urban public spaedlects the cultural aler not through
aoneto-one corresporghce between spatial arrangements and meaning but through

a complex "culturanaking" process in which cultural repressins are produced,



manipulated, and understood by designers, politiciasers, and commentaso

within changinghistorical, economicand sociopolitical contexts.

There are several definitions for the concept of public space. As stated by Neal
(2010),the most popular explanation is that public places are open and acdessible

all members of soety.Lynch (1992 quoted in Zamani 201®.173) defines public
spaces as open to everyone for free and spontaneous action. Likewise, Akkar (2005),
"public sp&e” is defined as an area that affects the general public, is open to all,
accessible or shared lall members ofaciety, and is provied for people's use by
public authorities. Miller (2007) agreed that if the public realm currently exists is not

open ad available to everybody, it does not have to belong to the public.

The esential idea of publispace derives plail y from s tandiopeaaes, 0
which are the primary ontological requirements of theated public space. And it
is clear from the v@ous definition of public spaces that they also should be publicly

ownedand managed.

From ancent Greek to the edieval ages, from &industrial period to nowadays,
public spaces are the heart of the public and considerably affect society. According
to Madanipour (2010a, p.1), public open spaces have the potential to ¢eflien

social fabric inorder to reflectt.

The evolution opublic spaces, which began with the Greek marketplace known as

the agora, arose out of a pedestaaiented society. fiese sites help shape the image

of the city in which they are located; thegrve as a gatherindgpge and a centéor

various activitis that improve the physical and social settings. As Aristotle reminds

us, it was first andneérlyg everymitysniust haverbatlt k et pl ac e
demand and supply to fulfill each othamsitual demands; andishis what is most

fruitful of life's comforts, for which mankind looked to have gathered together in one
society. o0 (quoti@duotechin Nadnipobur, 20031 9.127®71)2 1

Madanipour (2003) added that these agoras atgusbt a marketplace.t lalso

functionedas a meeting area ftire residents of the town and a venue for ceremonies



and concerts. Likewise, public spaces are needed for trade akelt imamedieval

towns. People need significant bigupés for productionral trade.

To sum upthere are many diérent definitions opublic space, but common vital
points are the same. Accessibility, openness, and publicness are the key terms of
public spaces explaining what public space is and how it should be. The stbise of
study will focuson how the qualityf openpublic space should be regarding the

definition of openpublic space and its sustainability.

The following chapter will be aboupen public space which is one of the features

of the public space.

2.2  Definitions of Open Public Spae

Public open spaes had an essentg@lhace in the city throughout history (Mumford,
1970 andspans a substantial part of the urban fabric and is where most human
interactions occurAn open public place is a space that is unretsii by a roof or a

wall, and everyone lsathe right to use @t any time of day/night/year (Zaleckis et

al., 2016.

Public open space is a requirement of city life. It has traditionally been formed by
trade and defense, political regimes and cultuedlitions, climate andepgraphy,
(Webb, ®90) and these spackse come pl aces of fdAurban foc

mairtaining the social environment and giving the city identity.

Public open space is the single most essential factor in determining Avabyldy.
A centrally positioned pubt area may serve alset community's heart, providing
good energy and a sensiebelonging (Lennard and Lennard, 1995).

Public open spaces are crucial built environment features inside communities that
are meant tostimulate diverse physal activities, povide several substaal
advantages, and perform a variety of critical ralest improve the quality of life

(Bowler, BuyungAli, M. Knight, & Pullin, 2010). There is no room for



individualism or isolation in pulid open spaces sincesthserve as a pkatrm for all

functiors collaboratively performed by individuals in partnepsiith one another.

The kind and intensity of activities may vary depending on the nature of the location
and the socieultural and religpus backgrounds of tise who use it. Irgeneral,

public openspaces display the following characteristics in suppgrihuman

activity: spaces of assembly, areas of transaction/trade, movement space, and spaces
of leisure/recreatiorf-or thegood qualityspace, the activitiespciability shoulde

provided with opa public space. Open public space and its featuresdhtsd be

provided by that space regarding to create good quality places.

Streets, parks, and squares @penpublic space that may brig people together.

These places have setal, economic, pdiical, social, and cultural rules as well as

political and commercial implications; such as mobility, usage (festival, concert,

sports, commer ci al use), S 0 &i aHridzantmeozn,, an
2021). Likewise; the squares, which are physic@len spaces that encourage

sociability, serve in the foration of urban identity, which is a manifestation of the

genius loci or spirit of the place (Schulz, 1971; Lynch, 1960).

221 Historic Squares

Historic squares appear to have succeeded in the pasteapdeent, with their
"timeless values" being one of tmeost remarkable characteristics. Despite the
tremendous shift in socicultural background, their timeless traits have made them

"immortal," and they are still a part of modern urban life.

Several e¢ments, which are discussed below, contribute to theidemble and

ongoing and active usage of old urban squares:

1 They have remained free of traffic throughout history (with a few exceptions)

and may thus be considered true heaven for pedestrians.
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1 They create an excellent sense of enclosure, which is alirsenbdern
squares, and obviously, locals feel a sense of belonging when they are in
these old squares, which motivates them to participate.

1 These squares reflect a heritage, they are locations to tienpast, and they
represent the cultural affinitied the residents.

1 Furthermore, as previously said, these historic squares are recognized for

their ageless properties.

Historical textures and public spaces are inextricably linked and should not be
considered separate elements (Lang, 2008)e "promoion of historic cities
through heritage" (Savvides, 2012, p. 661) works best in areas where public life is

active and continuous.

2.2.2 The Term AQualityo

The term "quality” refers to usability, and céntariteria are based on the needs and
perceptions of hmans (Kallus, 20Q1cited in Nasution, A. D., & Zahrah, \2018

). In addition, "quality" refers to any character's or condition's level of goodness
(Schoemaker et al., 199@uality refers to thenvironment and the people who live

in it, as well as tair relationships and the favorable conditions that enable people to
perform well and respond to their neededividual contentment with their
surroundings is the measure of quality in living andspdat settingsi-or measuring
quality, it is clear thabbserving physical settings and human nem@sthe key

factors

2.2.3 Definition of Quality of Public Spaces

The function and physical characteristics of public open space can be used to assess

its qualty. The function is concerned with peopl&ackgroundsand actions in
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public spaces. The open space must be democratic, accessible to all classes of
residents, and represent local culture and heritage (Carr et al., EQ8Rermore,
physical design, emonmental quality, traffic conditions, emenmental
beautification, and other building environment componert&at support people's
preference for outdoor activities suchdmtting with friends, walking, lounging,

and other forms of interactiocan allhave an impact on public space accesgybilit

The presece of outdoor activities may thus be used to assess the quality of public
spaces in cities (Gehl 198T).is clear thathhe amount of contentment with public

open space determines the level of &atison with the urban environment, which,

in turn, infuences people's quality of ligend it is the advantage of quality of public

spaces

Jacobs (1961) was among the first to focus on the question of urban quality,
emphasizing activity as a part of giylassurance of the urban environment.
According to Geh(2011), in a good environment, a wide range of human activities
are feasiblelt also argues that the existence of outdoor activities may be used to
measure the quality of public placéther resehers believe that activity is one of

the nost importahcharacteristics for identifying a nice platé&ewise, Danisworo
(1989 and Whyte 1985) agreed on thatyblic open space is successful when it
creates a favourable enehment for social interaicin, attracting a large number of
visitors © undertaketheir activities thereBy integrating activity, purpose, and
physical location, Montgomery (1998) idealizegbod quality public spaces
Moreover, he primary qualities of successful locations, aciogréio Carmona et al.
(2003), are accessiliy, which dlows participants to interact in activities; comfort
and a good image; and sociability, which allows people to meet and take visitors.
addition, The Project for Public Spac€3000)in New York, USA, designed "The
Place diagram" to evaluate the qualifiya public spaceln this evaluation, great
guality public space should be a sociable place where everyone can meet each other,
and it should be accessible for everyone to engagdiinties. It siould also have a
good image with enlistment comfo@mith et al. (1997) recommended six broad

areas for community needs and quality standards in public plaeebility,
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character, connectivity, mobility, personal freedom, and varieayr et al. (199)
categorized people's requirements in public setimgsrms ofcomfort, relaxation,
passive involvement, active engagement, discovery, and contact with aTplage.
also proposed categorizing open spaces as "poor" or "good" basezl existience

of mandated outdoor activities, free activities, and ragulsocial activities.
Likewise, or evaluating the quality of public places, Mehta (2013) suggested five

dimensions: inclusion, meaningfulness, safety, comfort, and pleasurability.

It is obvious thadetermining a locatioit it is poor or high qualityis based on a set

of basic criteria. Quality public places should be open to all and encourage
individuals to participate in a range of activities, including social, outdoor, and
optional ones. Peoplshould also feel at ease in highality public areasye safe,

and enjoy their time there. The last factor to consider is sociability. People should be
able to socialize in a good public space: they should be able to ndesteard time

with their friend.

The Project For Public Spaces proposes four mairedchgnts for designing open
space that encourages people to visitcessibility activities comfort and
sociability (Project For Public Spaces, 2000). According to another studl; hig
quality, fundionality, and safety are critical requirements for enejl-designed open
space (Gehl, 2007). The vital issue is to provide equal opportunity to meet the needs

of all members of the community.

Gehl argued that only necessary activitiesunoghen publicspaces are of poor
quality. However, when these spaces &igh quality, a wide range of human

activities, including creative activities such as painting and playing music, are likely.

High-quality open space reflects simultaneous publiebento its usrs, whereas
mistreated, poorly managed, and maintaiopen spaces have a negative impact on
their surrounding areas because they create the impression that they are ignored, and
the uncontrolled regions, which encourage-antiial behavig vandalism, gaffiti,

and rubbish, and make these areas unpleasaidit¢CABE, 2005).The physical

quality of the open space is also an essential consideration in this context. Even
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though green open spaces are designed for people, the activitieakéhalace in
them vary in terms of type, quantity, and duration. gkding to Gehl (1987),
outdoor activities are classified into three types common to all kinds of the public

realm: necessary, optional, and social activities.

Montgomery (1998) ideni#d three compaents of place that share similarities:
activity, form,and image. According to this classification, the element of "activity’
draws on specific aspects such as diversity, validity, and-sottiaral underlying
dimensions. In contrast, tlemponent of 6rm' is divided into scale, landmarks,
permeability, andntensity. The third component, 'image,’ encompasses legibility,
imageability, knowledgeability, symbolism, sensory experiences, and associations.

The study concludes that assessipdpae as goodnd successful includes multiple
dimensions that can lmBvided into two main extents: (1) place physical attributes
and (2) users' features, which are divided into soudltural aspects as well as
perceptual and psychological aspects, thase literaturereviews that revealed

prominent aspects of the place.
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224 Good Quality Public Spaces Framework according to the Project

For Public Spaces
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Figure2-1Key Qualities of Public SpaceSpurce: Project for Publicp@ces

The Project for Public Spaces (PPS) (2000) idiestifour essential charactercsti

of successful public spaces:

a) accessibility and connections;
b) comfort and image;

c) use and activities;

d) sociability

In the following sections, these charatséics will be explained more detailedly.
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They encourag professional placemakers to carefully identify their priority users

and cdlaborate to analyze:

Uses and Activities: Are there things to do in the space thaewiitepeople to

come and stay?

Contort and Image: Do people feel physically and emotignailease and safe in

the space?

Accessibility and Connections: Can people physically and visually access the space

when considering a range of ab#égi and modes dfansportation?

Sociability: Do people interact with others in the space, in both plarsed

unplanned ways?

Accessibility is primarily defined as the visibility of a location from afar and the ease
with which it can be reached. As a result, there is easyement in the space; the
physcal layout of the space is safe for users and functregls A welcoming
environment promotes an accessible environment for all people, including groups
such as children and the disabled, provides more parking spaces @adily

accessible by public tnsportation(Albeera, 2019)

Image and comfort are liekl to the physical layout of public space. Public spaces
with good maintenance processes are in good condition, which can influence how
users perceive their comfortéeafety in the space. As a rdstlie criteria for public
spaces become more acceptabid can attract more users to interact in the space.
In general, these options provide places for walking or reading and contribute to

society's positive local idemyiAlbeera, 2019)

When uses andctivities work properly, they can encourage peopleigid public

spaces. Neglected areas with no activity can result in an empty and unused space.
Above all, public spaces should be capable of promoting and enhancialgilggc
Increasing sociabilityamong public space users, whether friends, family, or
strangers, can be an indicator of increased place attachment and community
belongingAlbeera, 2019)
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According to the Project for Public Space (PPS), the followingamemon issues

that cause a publgpace to fail:

A lack of a good sitting area

A location devoid of gathering points

An inaccessible location with no nearby connections
Dysfunctional characteristics

Poor path design that can lead users astray.
Vehicles hae taken over the area.

A scarciy of cuttingedge activities and blank walls.

= =/ =4 4 A4 A A -2

Incorrectplacement of transit stops.

2.3 Quality of Open Public Spaces

The publication of Jane Jacobs' 1961 book, The Death and Life of Great American
Cities, marked the beginningf understanding the importana# open spaces.
Concerns were raised about the qualityidan spaces such as squares and streets
due to this. Then, Whyte (198(®99) conducted the first observational studies of
people's social activities in public spacexamining the interaction beden public

life and public space. The definition of sessful public space has expanded
dramatically, with this being defined as having high quality and beingusetl by

the public. To be successful, public open spacastmeetvarious perceptual

socil, functional andvisual criteria

The quality of phyal characteristics of open space has been identified as an
essential factor in improving people's satisfaction and quality of life (Beck, 2009),
encouraging betterse of public spaces (Gehl, 1983@nd enhancing the social,
environmental, and economielues of cities (Beck, 2009).
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Scholars define public space as a physical place shared by city inhabitants where

Asoci al o, Acul tural o, Magrotl ii ¢ ti icadake afcrt @ ovri & a tei
place and wheréi s o c i a l e an@fr neasnsii foenssiayabe sharedswith

others in order to create a pluralistic democré@ghl & Svarre, 2013yladanipour,

1999. In addition to that,tiis undeniable that public open space provides numerous

benefits topeople's quality of life, includindpealth relaxation and sociability.

(Nasution, A. D., & Zahrah, W2018) So the public spaces are places where people

can take advantages of theuadjty of life. As Gehl points out, high satisfaction

levels in opempublic spacesnight encourage people to spend more tineee (Gehl,

1996). As a result, it is critical to create open public places in a way that meets

people's requirements.

As Kevin Lynch puts it, "Citizens are the users of cities, and all have long
associations with some sections of the city, and the @oéthe city is saturated in
memories and meanings for them" (Lynch, 1960). Cities are formed not just by the
physicalcomponents fothe city but also by their interactions with their users.
Lynch's thesis emphasizes two crucial aspects: the first isciiyés physical
componentsand the second is timeental picture of the cityAs a result, a city with
open public areas may encogeanteraction and improve the quality of life.

Public space contas two conditions, physical and functional, that haypesitive

or negative effect on socialization, comfort, and feeling safe, and can draw people to
the area. The physicagjualities and functions of public space elements relate to
services, activitiesaccessibility, and criteria relating to the physicabtmn of the

place and the uses of the surrounding environment, which could improve occurring
activities in public spags that affect their ability to promote social contact, comfort,
and livability (Albeera, 2019)These physical and functional concepiatdbute to

the image of public spaces and have an impact on user comfort and satisfaction.
Furthermore, they have ampact on an individual's attributes as well as the-well
being of people in puldiplaces. Whyte (2001) stated specifically that colgatiata

from users through observation and interviews would clarify the attributes that affect

social life and the greéglace.
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The purpose of this chapter is to look at how public open sgéeesgpeople's
quality of life and understand what the quabfypublic space is.

2.4  Indicators of Public Space Quality

2.4.1 Activity

Gehl (2011), explain the activity in a public space:

fié An ordinary day on an ordinary street. Pedestrians pass on the
sidewalks, chdren play near front doors, people sit on benches
and seps, the postman makes his rounds with the mail, two passers
by greet on the sidewalk, two mechanics repair a gaoups
engage in conversation. This mix of outdoor activities is influenced
by a numbr of conditions. Physical environment is one of the
factors: a factor that influences the activities to a varying degree
and in many different ways. Outdoor activitiesdaa number of

the physical conditions that influence them, are the subject of this
book..0(Gehl, 2011, p.9)

A regular day and ordinary séts, as Geh{2011) notes, are made up of various
activities in and of themselveBublic places would be vacaritthere was nothing

to do, indicating that something is amésxl needs to chan@ePs, 2016)People in

a regular day, do their activitieisy a place where they want to spend their time in.
They spend their time for a special event, for a specialigotir just for daily their
needs. Geh(2011) categorizes outdoor activities intbrée groupsiiNecessary
activities, fioptional activitiesd andfsocial activitie®. According to Gehl(2011),
necessary activities are our daily tasks: Going to work, mgaftor a bus, going to
market and so on. In additionptmonal activitiesare activites thatthe pursuits

involved, if desired and time amthce allow it These activities are more dependent
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on people and the environment than necessary acti@@salactivities that rely
on the presence of other people participating ineteentiabnd optional include
fichildren at play, greetingand chats, @mmunity activities &ehl (2011) claims
that when outdoor places are of inadequate quality, only the nopsta® activities

take place.

Quadlity of the physical environment

Poor Good

Necessary activities . .

Optional activities ®

Social activities & ‘

Figure2-2Quality of the Physical Environment. Gehl (2011)

It is clear that optional activities and social activities needs a good physical
environment with it. At that pat, where good public space brings the good
communication between people and the comugatian is the important factor that
people can enjoy thetime. Gehl (2011) came to the conclusion that this sort of
inter-personal communication is a success andldhmel considered when creating

a public placeActivities should be tailored to differeage and gender groups, and
places should be designedthvhandicapped and elderly peopie mind. So the
activities are important fort he sustainable and good envieoh where people
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communicate, because a vacant space may able to make people ldesd adtémose
places. In addition it can be the deathhafse public spaces at the eR&S suggests

that when designing successful public space, these questions sb@adsidered:

1 Is the space being used or is it empty?
1 Is it utilized by people of vasus ages?
1 Are there any groups?
1 How many diverse activiés are taking place people strolling, dining,
playing baseball, chess, resting, and reading?
Which areas offte room are utilized and which are not?
Is there a variety of things to do?
Is there sorabody in control of the space, or can you find out whelongs

to?

2.4.2 Accessibility

Public space accessibility is studied in the literature usingétegories of physical

and visual accessA successful good public space should be able to accesgible b
everyone. Physical accessibility is the proximity tbe transportation, linkage and
roads, while visual accessibility is awareness of the peopk poblic space.
Accessibility is viewed as an important quality of public space, as Madanipour

(2010) pants out. Places that aren't open to the pulalictderegarded really public.

As accessibility improves, outdoor activities become more practicabaralresult,
social integration improves. Physical design, environmental quality, traffic
conditions,environmental beautification, and other build environhwamponents
that support people's preference for outdoor activities such as chatting witts frien
walking, standing and other forms of interaction may all have an impact on public
space accessili. The occurrence of outdoor activities can thus be tsassess
the quality of urban public spaces (Gehl, 1987).
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Access is divided into fousubdimensions by Benn and Gaus (198®)hysical
access to spacesfaccess to activitie€s faccess to infornm@nd and fiaccess to
resources. Likewise,fiphysicalacces s iisocialA ¢ ¢ e fasceéss to activities and
conversationg, or fintercommunication, and access to informadioare all

characteristics of an ideal public place, according to Akkar (2005).

2.4.2.1 Physial Accessibility

Lynch (1984, as referenced in Carmomale 2003)defines physical access as the
space availabilityn which people may enter and utilize without exclusion, are freely
selected, and are open to spontaneous behagiotdsaccording to Lyoh, physical
access to public open spaces should be raadiable in all modalities and at all
levels. Similarly, pedestria® should be prioritized. It should be accessible to
pedestrians arriving from residential areas near public places, public tiatispor

and owners of private vehicle&ccording to Car(1992), limiting the entrances to
space that is linked to circulati patterns is a design method to reduce the usage of
these areas. As a result, the link between significant pedestrian flowsedadztion

and number of entrances is crucial for pbgbkaccessibility and public space use.

2.4.2.2 Visual Accessibility

Carr abo mentions visual access as a sort of physical access. Visual access or
visibility refers to people's perception of the placehey tenter, which determines

their willingness to entema their sense of freedom to enter. It is critical for potential
uses to look at the place from the outside and determine whether they can enter
securely and are welcome. When entering a locatisnépa good eyesight not only

boosts the appeal of theea, but it also raises the quality of the place.
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2.4.2.3 Social Access

AWha attracts people most, t woul d appeairWhytes 1980t her
However, it is quite challenging idea becausadividuals and organizations
regarded as frightening, comforting, welcoming might affect access into public
space, according to Tieslland Oc (1998, p. 648%0 the public spaces should be

flexible to undermine the social polarization.

2.4.2.4 Access to Activities

According to Janet and Rach@l986) the actual or perceed dimensions of open

space size had no direct influence on ebmices; rather, conformance to the venue
design as well as the venue's alternatives for activities and scenery appear to be more
important.Likewise, acording to Praliya and Garg (2019) okving that individuals

have other possibilities for socializingdiresting outside of their homes and jobs
provides them additional options for socializing and relaxiigltiple activity
alternative in a venue improve its performance; examples of stiohitis include:

fhiking, socializing, physical activity, difeent sports and games, children's play,
options for family outings or educational visits, activities and meetings, and

opportunities taconnect with fauna and flora.

2.4.25 Access to Resources

Madanipour(2003) stated thatare than anything else in the citycass to resources

is the key to forging new connections and identities.
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2.4.2.6 Access to Information

Because of the digital age, which allolasge crowds to plan and organize events,
access to dais an enormously significant and timely iss@e.a result, hug groups

are increasingly using open public places (Ward Thompson, 2002). As a result,
public ones should be bilingual, accessiblelttyaes of information, and aimed at

all elements of swety.

2.4.2.7 Key Points on Accessibity

PPS also claim that urban dg®ers should consider these questions for

accessibility:

1 Are you able to view the space from afar? Is the inside of the buildirdevisi
from the outside?

1 Isthere a decent link between #rea and the nearby buildings, or are there

blank walls around it? Is the space used by inhabitants of neighboring

buildings?

Is it possible for people to walk to the location?

Is there access to afrdm the nearby places through sidewalks?

Is the spaceccessible to individuals with disabilities?

= =4 4 -

Do the roadsand routes that run across the space get individuals to where
they wish to go?
1 Can people get to the location using a number of modes optidason,
such as bus, train, vehicle, bicycle, anais®
1 Are transportation stops close to libraries, podgtef, park gates, and other

places of interest?
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2.4.3 Comfort

According to Mehta(2014)he level of comfort in a public space is determined by a
variety of factors, including perceived levels of safégmiliarity with the setting

and people, weather, phydicegonditions, convenience, and so dn. addition,
according to PPS (2016hé¢ success of a location is determined by how pleasant it
is and hav effectively it displays itself (its image). Comfortdefined by people's
impressions of safety, cleanlinessd the availability of seating options; the value

of allowing people to sit where they choose is often overlooked.

According to Beck, properiynanaged and wefthaintained parks and open spaces
may gve individuals physical and mental advantages and dvecatases in their
quality of life, happiness, and wddkeing (Beck, 20095unlight has been discovered
to be a major draw in the use of finbopen spaceshowever, several studies
concluded thatvhile sunlight is an important factor in tepring, people seek shade
during the warmer summer months. (Whyte, 1980).

Existing research on the effects of environmental factors on human behavior
demamstrates that comfortable microclimatic conditions, sash temperature,
sunlight, shade, and wind gagritical in promoting outdoor activities in public spaces
(Bosselmann et al., 1984)ang (1994) illustrates the concept of metabolic comfort,
which isconcerned with an individual's metabolic comfort in ootdsettings based

on how people move. He alstiscusses the weather in terms of humidity and air

temperature, as well as air speed and other factors.

According to Whyte, the sitting options are thain attributes of a good open public
spacesPublic seting (rather than private seating) allows amgdo use the public
space without having to patronize a business. This contributes not only to the space's

comfort and conviviality, but also to its ingiveness.
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2.4.3.1 Safety

Safety is generally cited as a magmncern of public spaces. According to Mehta
(2014), sveral environmental factors influence the actual serdgived safety of
public space and alseemeptions play a significant role in determininbether a
location appears safe or unsafe abilityof public space to promote various types
of adivities in the location, which can attract more people to visit the location,
increasing the level of feeling safe and visibility by otheozal eventand markets
held in public spaces can enhance userpyyement of the space while also
encouraging &vel of safety that leads to better visibility among users. On the other
hand, less visible locations and not knowing what lies ahead on pedestriacepaths

create a sense of insecurity.

According to Atkinset al. (1991) and Cafuta (2010), adding moghting in urban

public spaces reduces crime while also increasing the level of comfort users have
when using those public spaces at night. Painter (18i86pvered that installing

new lights in public spacea the London Metropolis reduced fear of criamaong

public space users and people living nearby by 90%. Furthermore, walking around

public spaces increased women's sense of security and confidence.

Another important factor in the use of public spaceaffit safety. Many studies on
real and perceged traffic safety have suggested the importance of a variety of
measures and physical featu(®kehta, 2014)Appleyard's (1981) pioneering work
on streéactivity and traffic demonstrated a clear inverseti@iahip between traffic
volume and neighborgbehaviorsOn the contrary, safety refers tgarson's sense

of feeling safe in a public place due to social and physical factors.
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2.4.4 Sociability

Accordng to Mehta (2013), wr cities and towns would be l|gtimore than
agglomerations of private areas and structures, bereft of the space for the person to
be a full citizen: A setting that allows fomited exploration, creation, expression,

and sharing; acountering diversityand learning; and confronting, tedating, and

resolving conflict.

According to Mehta (2013) tés that are good are locations where people get
together to socialize. The purpose of urban design, architecture, and planning is to
crede areas that fosteosial behavior in our communitiemd cities.Public spaces
brings different groups togetheAccording to PPS (2016), when people meet
friends, neighbors, and strangers, they develop a stronger sense of place or

commitment to their @ighborhood and locale

It is clear that human, all ale, are not capable to socialize. To be social, they need
space. And a good public space brings different groups and people together to get
good communication. People can feel betkarithermore, polic areas allow peoegl

to exercise their civic respofbdities. This indicates that public space may serve
several purposes and, by extension, that it can be used in a variety of settings. This,
of course, includes meeting locations and venues thatsesgirehared experiers;e
prompting us to investigate thele of meaning in the creation of places
(Montgomery, 1998). According to Madanipour (2003), two key factors for
sociability can be seen on public spaces: descriptive approach, normative approach
The first one is alescriptive approach to explainingdividual behavior in the
context of and in interaction with othefBhe public sphere is defined here as the
presence of humans and their effects on one another, whether through interpersonal
relaionships or interactiss between individuals and socieys a whole. The
formation and conveyance of meaning in the public domain through behaviour and
performance is the essential concept h8exond, it is a normative perspective to

the open spaces thaims to propose a gatathead in human contad, in other
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words how it should be managdebwer, which is exercised in the public domain

through intricate or structural interrelations, is the essential term here.

It is clear that with a good quality sable place brings intaction with it. This
interactionlevel is related with the society. It can make the society more complex
but diverse.When individuals are at ease seeing their friends, meeting and
welcoming their neighbors, and conversing with rgexs, they tend to ke a
stronger sense of place orltweging to their community and the environment that
supports such social activitieBhe relationship between the individuals and society
is a good dynamic for the city. And to design good qualitfipgipace, it shouldd
considered.

2.5 Conduct of the Quesionnaires & Interview

Questionnaires were collected through intermméks| or directly from users of the
region e January 1, 2022, and between January 10 and 16, 2022. The sample
consists of 73 individuals who were picked at random while wandering atbend
area, as well as through a website connection to users who hamiphgvisited the

area.

Likewise, oneorntone interviews were conducted with people living here. Some of
the survey questions were asked as egraged questions. A longer meeting \nakl
with the headmanlO of the people who have long lived and workedellapais

were interviewed in Aprjl2022.

It should be considered that these interviews were made in winter and spring seasond

due to Covidl9 and pandemic restrictions.

2.6  Cultural H eritage Sites

The creation of the concept of heritage is linked to the formation and consolidation

of the natiorstate. At the end of the 18th century, political groups' search for
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legitimacy began to be foded on a common past bistory. This reachedstpeak

with the institutionalization of these political activities by states during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, which was shown in the maintenance,
conservation, and creation of monuments, mertsyréand public statugtopez &
Garcia, 2017)

2.7  Good Qudity Historic and Touristic Villages

In this section, Sermonata village will be examined to make reference ro further
research. This area is choosen to make a comparison between the case site and here
Both places hostethé¢ Knight Templarsand arefar from the centers in terms of
location. As of the historical past, they share some common points. In this research,

it is thought that examining the characteristics of similar historical and touristic
places in which they meat a common point and which features they are separated

will give us a clue about the quality of the space of these places.

At the same timein Sermoneta Villagethere has been a remarkable expansion of
tourism, with the goalfopreserving the anam and weHpreserved anent village,

which is home to numerous cultural events.

Sermoneta Village, which has been preserved for years and has hosted numerous
events over the years and has multiple historical and touristic sigesligsussion

topic that can provide clues fohis resarch topic.

Sermoneta Villaggs oneofLazi o06s most beadttsiafwalléd vi | | a
hill town with a 13thcentury Romanesque cathedral and a -wedkerved 13th

century castle built by th powerful Caetani faity, whose story is inexitably

linked to Sermoneta$his enchanting place, located a stone's throw from the Monti

Lepini, is distinguished by the presence of the Caetani Castle and its splendid historic

center, which leads tourssbn a special journdyp discover the medievalllagesof
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Lazio.

Figure2-3 Sermoneta Village (Sourckttps://www.italymagazine.com/

It is a walled hill tavn with the Cathedral of Santa Maria Assuntd3#hcertury
Romanesque cathedral, and a massive castle built by the Caetani family. Nearby is
the Cistercian Valvisciolo Abbey. San Giuseppe (mainly 16th century) and San
Michele (mainy 12th century) chure¥s are still standing. It was home to a thriving

Jewishcommunity fromthe 13th to the 16th centuries(Municipality of Sermoneta)
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Figure2-4 Location of Sermoneta Village, Italy

Sermorta is 15 km awafrom Latina, 20 km from the sea, 70 km from Rome and
150 kmfrom NaplesThe town stands on a rocky cliff the Rave which rises on the
Piana Pontina and from which 9 The inhabitants of each of the villages and the
historic center have laeggreen areas. The tosc center, affected by significant
tourist flows, wasserved before the start of the pedestrian area by a large area
specifically equipped, also with a refreshment point, for tourist reception and th

parking of vehicles and bus@dunicipality of Sermaeta)

The town is located on a rocky cliff callehe Rae, which rises in Piana Pontina.
The inhabitants of each of the 9 villages and the historic center have extensive green

spaces. Affected by significant tourist flows, the hist@enter served beferthe
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beginning of the pedestrian zone with agka areaspecially equipped for tourist

reception and parking of cars and buses, as well as a rest point.

Figure2-50ne of a street view from Sermoneta
(Sourcehttps:/ivww.italymagazine.cony/

The aea hosts multiple events and has many museums. It has been an inspiration for
more than one film with its preserved texture and unique spirit for years. This area,
which has a lot ofliversity in terms of activitiess thoudnt to be a road map in terms

of examining, comparing thepatial quality since this thesis contains more than one
similarity with the research area in terms of comfort, sociability and accessibility,

and also comins differences.
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2.7.1 Legislations

Cyprus isa crossroads of three contingnEurope, Asia, and Africa. As a result, the
island has successfully incorporated various cultures into its body and reflected them
in its architecture. Its rich architectural heggawvas built up layer by layer history

progressed from century to can.

The art and architectural heritage of Cyprus have been harmed by the effects of time,
users, wars, nature, and the environment. Earthquakes, in particular, have had a
significart impact on the obsolescence oftbric dructures. To prevent these
damages, various precautions have been taken throughout history following the time

conditions.

The first legislation for preserving historic buildings and cultural heritage was
preparedduring the British period and hasnce leen improved. Today, the
consevation of historic buildings through adaptive reuse is still practiced following

conservation legislative, organizational, and financial frameworks.

The first legislative work on histic buildings and cultural valuegas "Artiquities
Lawi Cap. 31." It wa first implemented in 1935, during the British period, and has
improved several times since then. Today, the "Ancient Monuments (&M94)"
is the main part of conservation legisbn. It was reorganized in 19%d reflect

modern life and its requiresnts.

In general, the "Ancient Monuments LaW60/94)" considers both immovable and

movable antiquities, monuments, and their surroundings.

The administration in the North owns theajority of the buildings that havbeen
adapted for reuse. They are mdg converted into department offices, cultural
centers, and museums, or they are rented. This generates revenue, which is then

reinvested in conservation efforts. However, some w&tras, such as houses, are
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redesigned andconverted to new uses. The leffamework for a reuse project is

the same for both private and public ownership.

Historic buildings and districts must preserve. Generally, only a few buildings from
eachquarter are chosen and preserved duertitdd financial resources. As a result,
they are regarded as ineffective on a large scale. The importance of organizational
and financial support grows at this point. Northern Cyprus does not yet have any
private aganizational groups. The involvement ajcal graips and national

organizationss expected to encourage conservation studies.

After the Chapter 31 Law, which was prepared and put into effect by the British in

1935, the AAnci ent( 3Ar/t i7f5a)cot swaPsr oetsetcathil oi ns hAecdt
the Turksh Federated State of Cyprusowver, more contemporary than the

Chapter 31 Law, the main theme of the law was the protection of monumental

buildings and did not include 'areal’ protection. As in Chapleta®, the law

addressed the listing of didities of cultural and archeologicalalue in need of

protection. In addition, the law also covered ldagn financial and technical

assistance. In addition, a 'High Council of Monuments' was established bader t

Ministry of Education and Culture, baken thedth and 10th articles of thaw for

the first time.

However, this law, which was prepared in 1975, was insufficient compared to the
changing and developing historical valy#stection approaches in tiellowing
years. Thus, a new law was preparerkface the Law on the Protemtiof Ancient
Artifacts (35/75) that could meet current needs and standards. This law is the Law
on Antiquities, which came into force in 1994 and is still in effect (60/84ddition

to this law, 12 regulations were algepared.
This law includes;

1 Identification and listig of Immovable Antiquities and Natural Assets,
1 Determination of the Conservation Arealofmovable Antiquities and the

Protection Boundary,
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1 Protectedareas, grading of protected areas,

1 Determining the rights and obligations of the owners

9 Duties and responsibilities of the Department of Antiquities,

1 Also, rules and decisions regarding the establishment of the Antiquities Fund.
The most importantifference of the 60/94 Antiquities Law from the previous laws

is that a "area" conservation approach has been mentioned in this law. Concepts such
as site, arthaeological site, natural site, urban site, historical site are included in the

law.

Urban proteted areas include buildings and building groups that reflect the social,
economic, cultural and life style of the period in which they were built, with their
physical characteristics in terms of their historical, cultural, architectural and artistic
aspets in terms of their urban and local characteristics, and areas that show texture
integrity due to their coexistence. Historic sites, on the other hand, énplades

that need to be protected, where important historical events took place

2.7.1.1 TRNC Construction Law

In addition to the Antiquities Law, the "Reconstruction Law" is another law directly
related to the protection of historical values. Declaring an asem"Conservation

Area" must be done as specified in the Antiquities Law and/cdinstruction Law.

Department of Antiquities and Museums, City Planning Department, High Council
of Monuments, Foundations Administration, Municipalities, District Goveates,

KTMMOB, Environmental Protection Department and Culture Department,
institutions and boards have a role, authority and responsibility for the formulation

and implementation of policies on antiquities and architecture.
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The most effective and authized institution in the protection of historical and
cultural heritage is the Deparémt of Antiquities and Museums. This institution was
established in 1975, during the period of the Turkish Federated State of Cyprus.

The 11 members that make up the Bloare listed in this article as follows;

Director of Antiquities and Museums Departrhen
Department of Antiquities and Museums, Survey and Restoration Branch
Supervisor or Branch Representative,
Cultural Department Representative,
An archaeologist to be ppinted by the Ministry (Ministry of National
Education and Culture),
1 A representativédrom higher education institutions to be determined by the
Ministry,
Foundations Administration representative,
City Planning Department representative,
Environmental Retection Agency representative,
Representative of the Union of Municipalities,
Represatative of KTMMOB Chamber of Architects,

=4 =/ =4 A4 4 -2

Representative of KTMMOB Chamber of City Planners

The country has no physical plan. Planning decisions are made only with
Aicommionso. The only place with a construct.i
has been desloping as a tourism area for years, is tried to be kept under control by

commissions.

The most critical factors determining the current state of antiquities anceatahat

are legal, organizational, and financial institutionalization. When we look at the
current situation on this issue, there is more than one law regulating the
responsillities and authorities related to antiquities and architecture. These are
Antiquities Law, Environment Law, Tourism Law, Municipalities Law,

Construction Law, Immovable Property Law, KTMMOB Law, Rental Law, Civil
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Defense Law, Social Housing Law, Foundasiduaw, Income Tax Law, Real Estate
Tax Law and above all the Constitution is. thése laws and the Constitution itself

are the legal frameworks that determine the preservation of antiquities, their transfer
to the future, and the creation of architedtueaamples suitable for cultural

characteristics.

On 16/02/2018, Girne¢ a t & Zokifg Plan was published in the Official Gazette
and entered into force. Among the spatial policies in this Development Plan, the parts

that concern village areas such a&yBrbeyi are as follows;
-Protection of archaeological sites, monumental strasfiand similar antiquities.

- Not allowing constructions that will affect the appearance and texture integrity of
single or collective immovable antiquitidetermined following Article 8(1) of the

Antiquities Law but not yet listed.
- Increasing the aessibility of Historic and Cultural Heritage Sites.

- Restoring the idle historical buildings in the city center and village centers of

Kyrenia and encouragingeir use for cultural and artistic purposes.
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CHAPTER 3

RESEARCH METHOD

The research approaamployed in this study is discussed in this chapter. It
discusses the research's scope, the investigation process, and why the case study

(Bellapais) was chosen for the evaloatof open public space quality

The chapter also discusses the evidencecsswsed in this study and how the
research methodologies were implemented to assess th&y'qoamponents of

public space

3.1  Scope of theStudy

The purpose of this study is to investigate the spatial quality of historical and touristic
sites. As a reseeln method, it employs the case study methodology. This study's unit
of analysis is Bellapais, Beylerbeyi, one of Northern Cyprus's oldésges. This
neighborhood has long been a meeting place for individuals of all ethnicities, as well
as a residenceof persons of the greatest status; nevertheless, only the Bellapais
Monastery has transformed it into a tourist attracttowever, throughout the years,
spatial decisions have disregarded this region, and the opening of natural areas for
zoning and thesege of new villas have prompted concerns about whether this area
will be able to satisfy its demands or be protected.ifrégard, it is critical to assess

the quality of the space in order to throw light on the space's future.

At the same time, anath reason for Bellapais Monastery and the surrounding
Beylerbeyi Village is that the village has remained the same for weatshas
elements that can examine spatial quality in many respects. Visiting Beylerbeyi

village allows people to feel that peacayety of activities and other concepts. The
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fact that the construction started here and intervened in some areas iscalsona

for us to draw a spatial quality result by learning the thoughts of the people here.

The reason behind choosing Bellapais @sdsurroundings as a case study is to
determine whether the area's relationship with tourism and ongoing settlement is
successful or not, and to investigate whether the necessary conditions are in place
for it to remain in a sustainable manner as usagierps change over time. It is also

one of the secondary goals to understand which social groups are included and which
dedsions are made in response to the changing design and field circumstances. This
thesis, as an essential study issue, also attdmgetermine what risks the field is
facing as a result of recent actions.

Activity: Necessary activities, optional acties, social activities, usability of the

place, group varies, activity options.

Accessibility:Physical accessibility, visual accdsbty, social accessibility, access

to activities, access to resources, access to information.
Comfort: Safety, cleanlinessvailability of sitting options.

Sociability: Behaviours, interactions, sharing, and creation, encountering diversity
neighborhod sense.

3.2 Sources of Evidence

This study employs quantitative and qualitative data based douhéasic forms

of informaton. Written reports, books, journals, research, official studies or
evaluations of the same location studied, archival recordsjanmeces, and
websites relating to the Bellapais and Beylerbeyi Village are examples of primary
sources of evidence. Thiswce of data is specifically employed to analyze the
quality of the Bellapais and BeylerbeVillage in periods Visual records sutas
pictures, maps, and plans, in addition to oral knowledge, are the primary forms of

evidence for investigating the trdognation of the area.
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Direct observation is the second source of evidence. The case study site was visited
repeatedly in order timvestigate the user profile, regularity, current spatial structure,
and characteristics of the area. In addition, phofggravere taken to investigaté

the area'’s spatial quality.

The areais studied with urban design analysis techniques such asnesdya
pedestrian circulation systems, road systems, open space linkages, and so on as a
third source of evidence. Spatialadyses were carried out to demonstrate the
influence of urban planning tools on quality. Maps of physical accessibility, as well

asaaess to activities and sociability in the region, have been created.

The fourth source of evidence is a survey conduetgld Bellapais users and
inhabitants of Beylerbeyi villag&3 surveys were completed to users in the area and
user groups living irthe surroundingand also people who lives in outside of the
Cyprus but has visited the place befaoté interviews were copieted with the

residents of Beylerbeyi.

The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) application was used to
analyze theuestionnaires. Descriptive statistics of biodata were performed, which
provided summary tables of the gathered data, &ecy analysis, which provided
numerical information about the data collected, and missing data analysis, which

provided informatiorabout the response frequencies of each question.
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Table3-1Spatial Quality Indicators

SPATIAL
QUALITY
INDICATORS

SECONDARY
VARIABLES

RESEARCH TOOLS

Activity

Optional  Activities,
Necessary Activities

Soaal Activities

Questionnaires and
interviews that understan(
the usersoé d
many times they have be
there or what they do in th
place.

User groups

Direct observations of th
communication tools

Activity options

Mapping that shows th
adivity options
Questionnaires that defir]
userso opin
activity varieties.

Accessibility

Physical Accessibility

= =

Direct observation:s
(photography)

Physicé access by differen
transport modes

Maps showing connectiong
Questionnaires that defir|
factor affecting accessibility

Social Access

Symbols and representatig
retrieved by questionnairg
according t
welcoming feelings to thq
users and photograpt
which represents  th
symbols.

Questions to understar
space attachment accordi
to t he user s
belonging and protectio
feeling to the place.

Access to Resources

Questions to understar
access to resourcs
(interview)

Access to Information

Newspaper, social med
sharings for acitivities an|
events
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Table 31 Continued

9 Questionnairethat defneif
people can reach the even
news etc.

Visual Accessibility 1 Photographs

1 Questionnaires that defir
factor affecting visua
accessibility

Comfort Safety 1 Questionnaires to examir
usersd sense
Sitting options 1 Questionnaires to examir

us e msising options

1 Direct observatior
(Photographs)

Sociability Interaction 91 Direct observation of th
interaction among users
Neighborhood Sense 1 Questionnaires that defin
userso ne
activity

3.3  Preparation of Questions

The surveys aimei find valid information about the quality of tepace according

to the current users of the space. Five types of questions were used to achieve this

aim.

1. Dichotomous Questions (Yes/No Questions)

Such questions were mostly used to determine activigl,lagcess to information

and sense of protectionu& questions examine whether the users of the venue are

aware of the planned changes, whether they are aware of the ongoing activities at the

venue, or whether they are satisfied with the place.
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2. Multiple-Choice Questions

When a fact might haveeveral causes, these questions were utilized. With such
inquiries, for example, the causes for feelings of safety/insecurity or

comfort/discomfort, as well as the activities preferred in the park, were iratestig

3. Scale Questions (Likert Response Scale

Scaled questions were used to estimate levels of safety, comfort, and satisfaction
with the monastery and surroundings. As a consequence, an overall score for the

areads safety and comfort was obtained.

4. Open-ended questions

Openended questions wereagsto verbally explain the users' memories of the area,
their expectations for the future, and their activity expectations. However, most
respondents chose not to answer these questions. Then, common reggardieg r

current users' expectations werelectied to give a general idea of users' opinions.

5. Demographic Questions

To define user profiles, demographic questions were added at the beginning of the
survey. Furthermore, demographic questions were empltwyemiarantee that a

diverse range of indivighls were included in this research'’s survey.

Age
Education levels

1
1
1 What isyouraverage monthljncome?
1

Where do you live?
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3.4 Demographic Analysis of the Sample Group

Tables 31, 32, 33, and 34 illustratethe suvey findings of the demographic
fedures of the respondents. The bulk of the respondents are between the ages of 25
and 45, accounting for 52.1% of the total (Tab®).3This includes adults aged-18

25, who make up 37.0% of the respondents, angsbps ged 4565, who make up

8.2% of thosesurveyed. People over the age of 65 are the smallest category,
accounting for only 2.7 percent of all participants. When the frequency of education
is considered, university graduates make up the majority (£8cémt)(Table 33).

This is followed by hgh school graduates (30.1%), graduates of higher education
(16.4%), and elementary school graduates (0.0%). Furthermore, 34.2 percent of
those surveyed indicated a monthly income of less than 2000 TL, whileeSteénp
reported a monthly income of betwe2000 and 5000 TL. (See Table4B When

we look at the places where the respondents live, the majority of them are those
l'iving in G¢gz§@able@)t and Tur key.

Table3-2Distribution of age groups within the sample group.

Age Frequency Valid Percent
18- 25 27 37,0
25-45 38 52,1
45- 65 6 8,2

65 + 2 2,7

Total 73 1000

45



Table3-3Educational levels within theampé group

Education Frequency Valid Percent
Primary School 0 0
High School 22 30,1
University 39 53,4
Higher Education 12 16,4
Total 73 100,0

Table3-4Income levels within the sample group

Income Frequermy Valid Percent
Less than 2.000 TL 12 16,4
2.0001 5.000 25 34,2
5.0001 10.000 23 31,5
10.000 TL or more 12 16,4
Total 72 99,0

Table3-5Places where the sample groups live

Location Frequency Valid Pecent

Beylerbeyi (Bellapais) 5 6,8

Girne (Kyrenia) 14 19,2
G¢égzelyurt 22 30,1
Lefke (Lefka) 1 1.4
Lef koka ( 9 9

Turkey 22 30,1

Total 73 100,0
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In addition, respondents were asked how frequently they visited Bellapais in the
study. 53.4 percent akspondents said they visit once a year. Furthermore, several
Kyrenia residents claimed that heommute to work every day. The remaining said
they have only gone once in their lifetimes or once evedy@ars.Apart from this,
theparticipants who came for touristic purposes were asked whether they had visited
Beylerbeyi other than Bellapais Matary, and most of them stated that they had

not.
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CHAPTER 4

HISTORY OF BELLAPAIS AND QUALITY OF ITS SPACE

This chapterxamines the cality level of Bellapais Abbey and its surrounding called
Beylerbeyi Village.

4.1 Bellapais

Figure4-1BellaPais. Resurce: KevirWright

Bellapais is located inside the boundariesBaylerbeyi village, a residential
neghbor hood on the northern slope of the
Kyrenia's center.The beautiful remnastof this Augustinian monastery are top of

the hill of Cyprus and has a magnificent viewhe abbeywas given the name

fiAbbaye de la Pai(Abbey of Peacé) from whence the distorted name Bellapais
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arose.This structure and its environs, which have reradito this day, have
medieval elements and also all civilization remarks of thegrakstetain theinatural
beauty. However, if the blgiing issue is not well managed, it may be unable to

maintain its longterm viability.
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Figure4-3Girne-Beylerbeyi road

The neighborhood was also home to the great English writer Lawrence Durrell, who
penned his novel "Bi#r Lemons" during those yeardawrence Durrell's
autobiographical essay Bitter Lemons describes his three year$ {9963 on the
island of Cyprus.The book was awarded the 1957 Duff Cooper Prizeséotend

year the award was given, here is a paragadylit Bellapais:

fié found myslf repeating in my mind, without conscious thought,
but irresistiblyT echoes in a seahelli some linesrbom Comus,
built as this place had been built, as a testimony to the powers of
contemplation which rule our inner ligeBellapaix, even in ruins,
was a testimony to those who had tried, however imperfectly, to
grasp and retain their grip on the inner stdnsce of the
imagination, which resides in thought, in contemplation, in the
Peace which had formed part of its origimame, and which in

my speihg | have always tried to retain. The Abbey de la Paix,
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corrupted by the Venetsiotakesnvei nt o Bel l a P
nearly a year to gain currency for the spelling Bellapaix, which is

as near as one can get today to itgymal...0 (Durrell, 1957)

41.1 History of Bellapais

,

Figure4-431920s Bellapais Atey-¢ 6 Ub b UUae Uesg z yaaU Usd by
(Source: UNESCO Chair on Digital Cultural Heritage at Cyprus Usigeiof
Technology and Librargf University of Technology, CyprusCC BY-NC-SA.)

4.1.1.1 Lusignan Period (1189 1489)

Augustinian Priests fronderusalem are claimed to have been the first to arrive in
1187. Following Selatin's recapture of Jerusalem from thea@eus, these sectarian
prieds, along with many other Latin Christians, first settled in Cyprus before
returning to Western Europe, atitey chose the best location for them: a location
that is relatively difficult to access, airy, and has a wide viewing angle. Between
1198 and 1205they built their monasteriesThe Canons Regular of the Holy

Sepulchre were the earliest recorded residento©r around the sitefhe main
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structure, as it stands today, was constructed during the reign of King Hugh IH (1267
1284). The cloisters and ezftory were built between 1324 and 1359, during King
Hugh IV's reign. Hugh 1V was a resident of the abbeylaad rooms built for him.

With its common property idea oforship, farming, medical care, librarianship,
education, and daily laboto represent their culture, a religious community arose
that attempted to repair the problems in the neighboring villagdscities. As a
result, they were additionally guarded Ihe tKingdoms of Cyprus and Lusignan
King IIl. During Hugh's rule, they extended their monastery from 1267 until 1284.
Later, between 1324 and 1359, the courtyard and surrounding porches, as well a

numerous new structures, were constructed.

We can say thait that period the area became a settlement with the needs of living
people there. They came with their culture and lived with the aim of educating
themselves and surrounding areas. It is deat they did successfully commune
lifestyle.

4.1.1.2 Ottoman Period (15711 1878)

Monks from the monastery were distributed to other towns on the island The
community that began to grow around the monastery was sold as dwellings for the
monks' children and grankitdren, and a village gradually grew around the
monastery. Mny of the dwellings were made from monastery stones. With Ottoman
intervention, the church, which had remained intact over time, was entrusted to the
Greek Cypriot Orthodox Church, and it wagdiby the Orthodox until 1974.

4.1.1.3 British Period (1878- 1960)

Although the church and the ruined monastic buildings around it seemed to be used
better under the British rule, its allocation to the British Army and its use for military
purposes and even ad@spital caused greater damage to the bugldioups.
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Figure4-5 Beylerbeyi Village street view 1950 (photo taken by headman Niyazi
Engin, Erdal Eryener Archive))

4.1.1.4 Period of Indepence from Britain (1960- 1974)

Cyprus remained a mixed culture withsmall percentage of Greeks, Turks, and
Maronites after gaining independence from Britain in 1960 until 1974. This region

was primarily populated by Greek Cypriots, with less Turkish Cypriots at that time.

4.1.1.5 Turkis h Republic of Northern Cyprus Period (1974-)

Monasteryand its surrounds have been part of the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus since the 1974 Turkish takeover in response to the 1974 Cyprus coup and the
ensuing UN buffer zondhe monastery, which vgduilt in the Gothic style, is now

in poor ondition. However, it remains one of Cyprus's most famous attractions and

a popular destination for locals.
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Figure 4-6Beylerbeyi Village street view 1950 (plootaken by headman Niyazi
Engin)

4.1.2 Physical Featires of Bellapais

4.1.2.1 Location and Topographical Elements

Figure4-7Location of Bellapais. (Resource: Google Earth)

The Abbey is built on a spur or slope of a hilhich produces a 16fdot-high cliff

onthe north side of the structures. An artificial ditch or dry fosse was undoubtedly
created on the south side of the hill, preventing any access to the Abbey save by the
drawbridge under its machicolated doorway. Tisfosse was eventually filled in,

andonly vestiges of it may be found at its western end.
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4.1.2.2 Architecture
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Figure4-8General Plan of the Bellapais Abbey. (Jeffery,1918)

Bellapais is a really onef-a-kind masterpiece in the Levant. Tharly XVth century
monastery structures, reflect Spanish construction, while the XVth century church
has a stronger kinship with northern French design. The entrances and windows have
the same crocket capitals, depressedesretith roll and hollow mouldigs, and
deeply cut bases as the "early French" style. Another feature of North European
Gothic is the employment of the same architectural characteristics inside and outside
the windows, such as nookshafts, arches, and sthenchurch's east end is sqgiar
with three singldight windows, a style that is reminiscent of many modern English
churcheslhe Bella Paisefectory has served as a local school, a jail (as evidenced

by inscriptions on the walls), and a hospital (duthmgBritish occupation of Cyps)
(Jeffery, 1918)
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Figure4-9An Old Section of Bellapais. (Jeffery,1918)

4.2  Beylerbeyi

It is thevillage consisting of the Bell@s monastery and its environs.
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Figure4-10Neighborhoods in Kyrenia (Girn€pource: Girne Municipality, 2022)
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Beylerbeyi is one of the neighborhoods of the most popular and biggest district of
TRNC, Kyrenia (Girne). Old town is near the Bellapais My but withthe new
developing construction area, the neighborhood got bigger, and now it is one of the

area where high income people live.

In this research, it will be analyzed only the old inner village boundaries of
Beylerbeyi. Beylerbeyi B Regiomhich can be sen in Appendix part.

42.1 Natural and Physical Features

The unbuilt area of the Beylerbeyi village within the zoning and development
boundaries is 4.7 hectar8here are no agricultural fields in and around the village
due to its geological sicture, and théwousing is densely populated, with houses
positioned next to each other. The building is concentrated on the southern slopes of
the Bellapais monastery. Because of the slope, tiny-deddalleys emerged in
several locations. Forest regiogground the bilding zones in the souil&irne
Municipality, 2017)

Although there is no agricultural region near Beylerbeyi, citrus trees are plentiful and
well-known in this area, and in addition to these trees, olive and carob trees, which
are populaaaoss Cyprusare also common. Before tourism became the primary
activity in the area, which is bordered by pine woods, modest cattle raising was also
conductedGirne Municipality, 2017)

Beylerbeyi has risen to prominence as a tourist destination thatks Bellapas
Monastery, and it has been thrust into a difficult situation in which it is difficult to
maintain the characteristics of a residential settlement with the combination of hotel,
restaurant, and similar functions in the village. As a reisultillage resdential area
design should be done with caution while keeping the development feature in mind.
As a result, Beylerbeyi is a residential area that should be particularly guarded. This
region is being developed for tourism while keeping i&ohical, culural, and
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recreational significance in mind. It is critical to restore and sustain this area's

sustainability.

4.2.2 Village Population and Demographic Structure

The population of Beylerbeyi village is now incredibly heterogen€Guse
Municipality Report, 2017)The most fundamental aspect of this is its position, as

well as its historical significance.

The first population census in 1881. Although the population was 319 in 1891, these
people are onlgreek Cypriots. In 1891, the number of plgpion increased to 398

after 2 Turkish Cypriots came. Until 1960, the population grew steadily, but the

number of Turkish Cypriots remained steady. When it comes to 1960, immigrants
from third nations are included in censuses for the first time. This ipeadidition

to 719 Greek Cypriots, 6 people were counted as people of other nationalities.
Unfortunately, there were no Greek Cypriots remaining on the island following a

dramatic drop after 1974. According to the TRNC State Planning Organization's
2006cenaus, its population is 934 peopléGirne Municipality Report, 2017).

According to 2016 survey results, the married rate was 60.5 percent and the single
rate was 39.5 percent. This demonstrates that singles in Beylerbeyi have left the area,
and the farhy structure has taken precedenéeide from the fact that the 60 age
group is relatively high (16.6 percent), the biggest factor in the increase of the active
population to 63.3 percent is the intensity of tourism activity in the region and the
numberof employees in this secto(Girne Municipality Report, 2017).

According to interview which is held with headman Niyazi Engin, population is
mostly is Cypriot people and also European. But European people usually use this
place seasonal. And he added tieaent years, people who is coming from East of

Turkey, started to rent a building here.

He added;
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The Greeks whob6 10w edt ehretreed i tho WOr6i0Os m her e.
ticket office dates from those times. After the incident in 74, they
didn't want to leavéhis place because they were starting to make

money. But most of them migrated to the South. Mari people who
migrated between Limassol and Larnaca came here. They could

not adopt.

Bellapais is a precious place. Seventy percent of those who came
from the Mari village left. Because they couldn't adapt here, most
of them are gone due to problems such as work, transportation,
and infrastructure. Now, most of those who stay here stay on
rent. Employees and people from the eastern parts of Turkey
settled here. fiere is no such thing as the population of
Beylerbeyi anymore. But this is the case throughout Cyprus. It is
not entirely clear. An English family, for example. They use their
house as a summer residence once a year or once in 2 years.

There are seasonalsitors. These are mostly European.

4.2.3 Economic and Social Structure

Today, in addition to Greek and Turkish Cypriots, nationals of various nations may
be seen in Beylerbeyi. Many European citizens and-imgbme Turkish Cypriots
have owned property, congtted houses, and lived here during the previous two

decades.

The educational structure is made up of 28 percent university (including graduate
education) graduates and 25.2 percent high school graduates, with 8.4 percent of the

population beingliterate.

In terms of occupational group distribution, students account for 25.4 percent of the

population, while retirees account for 22.9 percent. The large student population is
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another opportunity for the development of this location aseya@ulural huband

community (Girne Municipality Report, 2017).

A large majority of the population, 59.1 percent, migrated from Turkey and Southern
Cyprus and settled here. When the high rate of this rate is examined, it becomes clear
that international studenbsing in Beylerbeyiare also included in this rate (Girne
Municipality Report, 2017)However, as an indicator, individuals from third
countries who live here comprise a fairly dense group. This point demonstrates
Beylerbeyi's heterogeneous social stuuetand he presence of a cultural mosaic in

the area.

The region's automotive usage rate is 90.7 per@@imhe Municipality Report,
2017).I1t was emphasized that this was not done for prestige or status, but rather out
of need. This ratio is relevant the following sections in terms of the region's

accessibility.

According to Girne Municipality Report(2017he presence of neighbors with a
comparable structure (95.9 percent) based on the regular life of the region within
itself demonstrates the preseraf a scial balance among the people who live there.
Here, an atmosphere has been established in which individuals of many customs and
cultures may coexist in peace. Furthermore, because 61.2 percent of inhabitants have
kinship relationships and the regiis ch@en owing to friendship links, 46.9 percent

of people meet together with their neighboi® times each week, demonstrating the

existence of social solidarity.

4.2.4 Building Structure

The most of the residences are detached, and the landlords areomonen han

the renters. The bulk of the tenants in the flats are foreign nationals and students.
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Despite the fact that 83.7 percent of the homes in Beylerbeyi are topographically
challenging and sloping, they are classified as having a garden. Altholygh tay
proportion of individuals living in this circumstance (18.4 percent) experience
parking issues, virtually all of them are designed to have a view component, which

is seen as an effective and vital quality.

According to surveys conducted in thegion, he absence of pavements and
pedestrian roads, as well as poor road condition, is the most pressing issue for
residents (73.5 percent), followed by the lack of pavements and pedestrian roads

(46.9 percent)This can be taken as a design problem.

4.2.5 Accessibiity

The distance between Beylerbeyi and Girne Center is around 13.3 kilometers, and
it is accessible by a road that divides Doj
the center of ¢atal k©°y. Howeverk°yt is only

exit through a hilly and somewhat curving road.

| t i s di sconnected from ot her residenti al

transportation connection with a thidégree road.

4.2.6 Problems according to residents

Girne Municipality Report (2017) hasome questionnadron residents living in
Beylerbeyi Village. According to residents, here are the main problems of

Beylerbeyi;

Lack of pavements and pedestrian roads
Poor road conditions
The fact that the ancient monuments in the region they live in @re n

adequately prected and they are not adequately repaired.
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427 Probl ems and Potenti al Ri sks accordi

According to the GCIP Report, certain risks and main issues have been determined
in the conservation areas, including Beylerbeyi. €hésks are as follows;

I. The cultural, architectural, sotighysical, and economic elements that make up
the cultural identity are disappearing. The elements that make up this identity are
subject to change and development due to changing life am@draéo conditions

and disappear as a result.

ll. The fact thathe buildings in these areas do not respond to contemporary living
conditions and that they are outdated physically, functionally, and spatially, and
accordingly, they have lost their attraetness for residential use. The settled
population living hereprefers new residential areas in the outer regions due to
physical and functional obsolescence has revealed that these areas have lost their
economic attractiveness and become the preferredlspace of social groups with

low income levels. For this rean, there is a great collapse in these areas as a result
of cultural, social, economic, functional, abandonment, being empty and

deterioration of environmental and architectural values.

[ll. Sufficient economic income cannot be obtained from the potsntiathese
areas. The use and marketing of these areas by the tourism sector cannot be done
adequately. Tourists coming to our country have limited visits to these areas. The

income obtained &ém these places is also not at a sufficient level.

IV. There are deficiencies and inadequacies in legal, administrative, technical,

organizational and financial issues related to the preservation and development of
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traditional Village Center areas. Theskeficiencies and inadequacies cause
confusion of authority, lgk of coordination and inadequacy in the protection and
development of these areas, increase the occurrence of structural and environmental

deterioration and wear, and cause losses.

V. There isa general lack of awareness regarding the protection ofridetand
Cultural Heritage. Therefore, adequate protection cannot be provided, and

deterioration occurs as a result of misuse and insufficient maintenance over time.

VI. In Traditional VillageCenter Areas, there is a change in social structure and a
deaease in environmental quality due to physical and functional aging. As a result
of physical and functional obsolescence, the existing population living in these
regions prefers to live in newtieveloped regions and leaves these areas, and instead
of them the people with lower economic income and a decrease in rental income
prefer these regions to live. As a result, changes occur in the social structure, and

physical collapse is experiencedire areas.

VII. The development of new constructions in a \itegt does not suit the traditional
village character and harms it. The buildings in the kwilexge area, which are built
or are being built without considering the traditional village characause the

existing character to change and the old ordidappear.

VIII. The reduction of the existing green texture of the Traditional Village Areas as
a result of new intensive developments visually affecting the environment

negatively.
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IX. Failure to develop an adequate transportation system for pedestria

transportation, increasing parking and traffic problems.

X. Inability to implement the Protection and Revitalization policies of these areas
due to lack of technical, legal, organizatipnaconomic, and administrative

equipment.

XI. The pressure anchgontrolled spread of the Real Estate Industry have caused the
traditional texture to disappear. The new settlements in these areas, which are built
within the framework of intensive constitton rules that are not compatible with the
texture and do not osider the environment in which they are located, adversely
affect the existing village character and cause the old street textures to deteriorate

and disappear.

XIl. Unhealthy environmentsvisual pollution, noise, etc., arise from inappropriate

uses inhese areas (atolye, auto repair shop, etc.).

4.3  Quality of Public Spaces of Bellapais and Beylerbeyi Village regarding

Space Quality Indicatorsand User sé Perceptions

In this section, space quality indicators willédeamined according to 3 user groups
which was efined in the previous chapter and also regarding spatial quality

indicators which also were defined in the literature review.
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43.1 Activity

Geh(2011)categorizesutdoor activities into three grougs Necessary acti vi ti
Aopti onal andifcstoicviiatli e&omdrding to GehK201d), necessary

activities are our daily tasks: Going to work, waiting for a bus, going to market and

so on. In addition, mtional activitiesare activities thathe pursuits involved, if

desired and time and plackosv it. These activities are more dependent on people

and the environment than necessary activit®&scial activities that rely on the

presence of other people paipiatinginthee s sent i al andchidrent i onal i nc

at play, greetingandchats, conmunity activities 0

Necessary Activities

In the area, people do their necessary activities like going to market, waiting for a

service for going to work, waiting f@ taxi to go to the center of Kyrenia.
Optional Activities

As optional activities, redents living in Beylerbeyi, do their garden works, children

play their courtyard. According to the direct observation, sitting in the benchs or

gathering in open spas is not common in this area. People usually walk in the

streets but gathering areas@on al |l ow t o people to wait or t
of the usage of the vehicle and pedestrian road togethglepssually walk from a

place to a certain placena that places are usually their home, surroundings

restaurants or Bellapais Monasterenpace. For tourists, the only waiting, sitting

or gathering area is the Bellapais Monastery open spaces.
Social Activities

The residents' activities are limitedycathey are generally on neighbor visits. The
survey participants acknowledged that tigeyerally go to the district centers as an

activity. In Girne Municipality Report (2011) it is also mentioned that Beylerbeyi
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residents are likely to go to other dists rather than hanging around their

neighborhood or they do only visiting their neighdo

In survey when we asked to the respondents if they are satisfied about activity
varieties or not, they were asked to give score from 1(not satisfied) to 5(very
saisfied). 45.1 percent of users gave 3 points to their satisfaction ([@a#le 41)

It has been observed that all participants who gave these points answered the
guestion "What kind of activities would you be satisfied with if the users were given

3 points or less?" Likewise, the question of whether there is an activity that you do
not return to without doing here was asked to the participants and it was aimed to
investigate the variety of activities in terms of users. We see that 23.3 percent of the
users do not do any activity other than going here for touristic purposes. In the open
endedquestion that followed, users selected the other option and said that they had

eaten at a few of the restaurants and returned.

Table4-1Users' satisfaction level on diversity of activities

Score Frequency Valid Percent
1 6 8,5
2 11 15,5
3 32 45,1
4 16 22,5
5 6 8,5
Total 71 100,0

According to Muhtar Niyazi Engin's comments, the activities are sufficient. Three
international music festivals are held every year. People who live belt
handicrafts anéarn from them. A special silk cocoon festival is here, organized for
Cyprus. There is 1 person in the village who takes care of it. But those in the village
earn money and earn a livelihood in such activities. Likewise, the BallRpaple's

Day is orgaized once a year by the young people here. Activities, in general, are
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general and mostly international. But when we look at daily activities, they are

limited.

After the interviews with other people in the village, it was stateevayyone that

the activties here were not sufficient. Children play on the streets as an activity.
There is no park for children. There are not many activities for young people. They
usually go to Kyrenia. They usually spend time in Bellapais park, tlggark here.

It is notpossible to create public spaces in places where activities are not created and

it carries risks for the future.

4.3.2 Accessibility

The majority of the inner village roads are natural, and the secondary road stops not
far from theopen space of the Bellapd#onastery and is replaced by the natural
village road. Because the village community is disconnected, open areas normally
belong to the homeowners, and the only spot we can term open public space is the
region where the BellapaiMonastery is located. Win the village, a distinct

gathering place is required. It has been stated that many activity centers were visited.

The majority of the residents in the area drive their own automobiles. This
demonstrates that the distance talkable centers is too longnd public transit is

relatively low quality.
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4.3.2.1 Physical Access

— Keybc

Figure 4-11Map that shows the distance between Kyrenia Center and Beylerbeyi
Village

The distance between Beyleyband Girne Center is arad 13.3 kilometers, and it

is accessible by a road that divides Doj .

center of ¢atal k®y. However, It is only

through a hilly and somewhat cung road. Because of the waed regions in the

southern portion of Beylerbeyi and the sloping and rough topography in the north,

settlement cannot develop in both directions. Both the east and west sides are slanted.

Because it is surrounded by woodland &mest regions, access agly possible
from one way. As a result, it is isolated from neighboring residential neighborhoods.

As a result, physical settlements are restricted.
It connects with the third degree road

In the surveyrespamdents were asked to how difficult to going Bellapais on a scale
of 1 to 5. (Table @) 34,2 percent of the respondents reported that going Bellapais

was easy but when it is sk which transportation mode they prefer (Tablg),4
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72,6 percent of the respdents stated that they prefer going by only private car,
foll owing transportation mode, according to
Walking is a really low statistic arahly chosen by Beylerbeyi residents. Also, even
the people living in Beylerbeghose the private car option which shows they usually

prefer not walking but using their private car.

Table4-2Difficulty of accessibility to Bellapas

Score Frequency Valid Percent
1 (very easy) 25 34,2
2 15 20,5
3 15 205
4 12 16,4
5 (Extremely tough) 6 8,2
Total 73 100,0

Table4-3Transportation Modes

Transportation Mode Frequency Valid Percent
On foot 1 1.4
Private Car 53 72,6
Taxi 4 55
Bus / Ddmush/ Cimen 6 8,2
Private Car and Bus / 1 1.4

Dolmugh / Cimen
Taxi and Bus / Dolmus 2 2,7
/ Cimen

Taxi and Private Car an 1 1.4

Bus / Dolmu& / Cimen
On foot and Bus / 1 1,4

Dolmus / Cimen
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Table4-3Continued

On foot and Private Ca 3 4,1
On foot and Private Ca 1 1.4
and Bus / Dolmuls /
Cimen
Total 73 100,0

Participants who had difficulties in coming to Bellapais were asked why they had
difficulties. It was seen that the participantbavdid not have difficulty (giving 1

and2 points) came with private car The participants who had difficulty in coming
here were reported to have difficulty in transportatoodeswhile coming here.

With the operended questigrsome of the participasitalso reported that there is no
sign toget Bellapais from city centeAnd 60,3 percent of the participant reported
that there is a difficulty withransportation modeshile going Bellapais. And also

in the survey, some of the participants which chpsgate car option, also claim

that thereare some traffic problems while accessing area and also saying that there

is a difficulty with transportation modes.

Table4-4The reason behind the difficulty of asseto Bellapais

The reason behind Frequency Valid Percent

having difficulties

Traffic 14 24,2
Difficulty with 35 60,3

transportation modes
Transportation cost 9 15,5
Total 58 100,0
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In the area, there is one entrance that is continious road of-Battegais(Figure

5-12) According to the direct observations this reason creates a traffic jam when the
visiting people number are high. There i s n
town the car road is for one car only and pedestrian alwaysttiéeecareful while

thecar is coming or going. And with the interviewtolirist guide of the area, it is

reported that it is a big problem for people who lives there and also visits there in a

short time.

Bellapais
Monastery

e

Figure4-12 The entrance and roads diagram ( Diagram made by author) (Source:
Girne Municipality)
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. Entrance of Beylerbeyi Village e Main Vehicle Road (Kyrenia-Beylerbeyi)
e Main Pedestrian and Vehicle Road in Beylerbeyi

. Touristic Landmarks
e Village Road

Figure4-13Accessibility scheme to the attraction points of Beylerbeyi Village

Figure 4-140toparks and Pedestrian Roads(photo taken by the author, 2022)
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Figure4-15In front of the open space of Bellapais Monasigiyoto tiken by the
author,2022)

Figure4-16Parking area in front of the entrandeBellapais Monastery, (photo
taken by the author, 2022)

74



For the entrance, interview with the Bellapais guide, and people living &hexiain

the ssue as follows;

fiThere is a constant shortage of roads here, and people complain a lot about it. They
cannot widen the roads and there is always a problem in coming and going. The
municipality has taken measures for large vehicles, their entrance ibifgohbut

espedly in the summer month&utthere is always a problem in traffic.

With the direct observation, some big busses and vehicles uses that road, it is also a

big problem for here.

Figure4-17Entrance of Bapais Monasteryphoto taken by the author, 2022)
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4.3.2.2 Visual Access

Bellapais
e o
Monastery o o

Tree of Idleness

Historic Mill

Lawrence Durrell
House

Figure4-18The scheme that shows signs and landmarks

Like it is mentioned in Chapter 2isual access is a kind of physical accessrafats

to peoplebs perception to a place when they
participants what is the most effective thing when you see Bellapais and around.

Participant reported that view frorhe Bellapais , arctecture and its glory arthe

mast impressive elements which affects people. 13,8 percent of the people agree that

also landscape elements are one of the impressive things in Bellapais.

Apart from Bellapais Monastery, the touristic tbiscal mill is also considered as
one of theouridic places of this area. These signs, which are weak in terms of visual

accessibility, are not known by most people.
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The directions in the area can be seen in the open area in front of the Bellapais

Monastery, which we can call the square of thedigs also used as a vehicle road).

TARIHI
DEGIRMEN
"HISTORIC MILL

CAFE - BAR & MUSEUM

,"1 o2

Figure4-20Sign from a street directing historicallin(photo taken by the author,
2022)
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Figure4-21Another sign explaining the history of the tree and Bellapais area
(photo taken by the author, 2022)

The tree, which we can count as a landmark, called¢eeofpeace, is in the place
that we can perceive as the square of Bellapais, and its name was given by Lawrence
Durrell. This tree, which is important for the aréaright next to therehicleway

and next to the restaurant.

Figure4-22Tree of Idlenes§photo taken by the author, 2022)
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Figure4-23Tree of Idleness 2 (photo taken by the author, 2022)

As previously mentioned, Lawrence Durrell is a promingriter for the area, and

his home was named "Bitter Lemons" but has now been sold to someone else already
living in it. Signs have been directed so that it isop#n to visitors, but at the same

time it is seen where he lives. The street where hiséhmubcated is called "Bitter
Lemons”, but when we come to the village, this street and house are found by asking

local people because there are few directions.

Figure4-24Door of the house of Lawrence Dell called by Bitter Lemons (photo
taken by the author, 2022)
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Figure4-25Bitter Lemons 8eet which refers to thname of the book by Lawrence

Durrell, written in Turkish (photo taken by the author, 2022

Howewe r it i s

percent of the participant reported that they have no opinion about Lawrened D
house. It can be seen that the signs and directions are not enough for knowing the

area bettr.

Table4-5Knowledge rate about Lawrence Durrell house

asked i

partici

Knowledge about Frequency Valid Percent
Lawrence Durrell house
Yes 12 16,4
No 61 83,6
Total 73 100.0
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4.3.2.3 Access to Activities

Figure4-26Conceptual map that shows activity options in Beylerbeyi

The majority of the activities in treommunity revolve around neighborhood visits.
Those who come to visit Bellapais from elsewhere eat at a few nesstayirats
and caf ®s and wal k around the hamlet on
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% Activity Places (Cafes, Restaurant) Il Sitting Areas . Trees

==+ Main Walking Route =  Secondary Walking Route ==« Walking path in the Monastery Area

Figure4-27Conceptual map that shows green areas, sitting places and activity areas

Bellapais Monastery
= and Monastery Park

Kyrenia

4 Main Pedestrian and Vehicle Route

Recreational Area
Park & Walking Path Restaurants

Cafes

Goes to inner village
Bitter Lemon St.
Historic Mill

Figure4-28Activity conceptual
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According to the survey, 45.5 percent of the participants gave 3 points in the activity

variety question, which should be evaluated from 1 to 5, and the highest rate

following it was 4 points(Table 46)

Table4-6Degree of satisfaction with activity diversification

Degree ofatisfaction Frequency Valid Percent
with activity

diversification

1( not satisfied) 6 8,5

2 11 15,5

3 32 45,1

4 16 22,5

5 (very satisfied) 6 8,5

Total 71 100

Missing 2

The majority of the participants really shed light on the challenges in the industry by

maki ng

solutions | i ke

boosting the

vari

walking paths. At the same time, theyggastedmore outside seating places and

stated that they would be content with even modest activities.

Short hikes and dining #te famous restaurant directly close to Bellapais Monastery

are typical pastimes in the neighborhood. Concerts are also theddi@s times

throughout the year as part of a range of events.

Participants also suggested that local items be advertisechbeave|l as workshops

or open markets on specific days of the week.
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4.3.2.4 Access to Information

There are Facebook groups for bothabitaits and tourists where you can receive
information about Bellapais and Beylerbeyi. In Beylerbeyi, there are groupsyfor
occasion and social responsibility projects that anybody may establish. We cannot,
however, say the same for visitors. Déspine fat that the Bellapais Monastery is a

landmark, other cultural qualities or activities in the area are not well reeagniz

For the festivals especially it can be seen there are a lot of information on websites.
In Figure5-30 is retrieved from oftial welsite of the Bellapais Music Festival.
However when it is asked if people are aware of the concerts which is held here o
not, the answers are nearly half and hdlable 47) But the majority opinion, with

a small di fference, i s Anoo.

Table4-7Awareness rate of people about any activities

Awarenes®f concerts Frequency Valid Percent
Yes 34 46,6
No 39 53,4
Total 73 100,0

And also it is asked that if people can easily access to informationaabyoaittivites
which is held in Bellapais Monastery or Beylerbeyi Villag8,9 percent of the
participant reported that they cannot access easily to information about
activities.(Table 4B)

Table4-8Access to informatin about any activiés

Access to information Frequency Valid Percent

about any activity

Yes 29 39,7
No 43 58,9
Total 72 100,0

84



Figure4-29A poster of Bellapais music festival (URL1)

It is also askeddw people want to know about activities. And most ofgaeicipant
reported that they want to get the news or informations about the activities from

social media.(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter etc.)

4.3.3 Comfort

Participants were asked how coméble they f& in the aread7,9 percent of the
participants stated that they felt very comfortable in the area. And this makes up the
majority of the participantd he following rate is 35.6 percefar 4 points. The rate
given 3 points constitutes 16pércent of tk participantyTable 4-9)

85



Table4-9Comfort rates of Bellapais and Beylerbeyi

Comfort Rates Frequency Valid Percent
1(uncomfortable) - -
2 - -
3 12 16,4
4 26 35,6
5(comfortable) 35 47,9
Total 73 100,0

Users whascored 3 points or less were also asked why they ditalbcomfortable

in the field According to the answers of the participafiisble 410), the low
number of pedestrian paths and the lack of sufficient seating areas are thmong
most distirbing isses. Some of the participants who gave 3 or more points on
comfort also stated these problems as extra and stated that they would feel more
comfortable if there were more pedestrian paths and seating dredshe 17
participantsexpressed thkack of shded areas, and in fact, the main factors for not

feeling fully comfortable in the area were expressed.
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Figure4-30Shady areas and comparison of new and old

According to direct obseations, therare alot of shaded areas on the roads due to
the dense old texture between the buildings and the narrowness of the roads, but the
seating areas in the open area of Bellapais Monastery are limited and the shaded

areas are not fully provide®ather than en spaes, restaurants seem to meet the

actions of sitting and socializing.

Table4-10Factors affecting comfort

Factors Affecting Frequency
Comfort

Valid Percent

1 Lack of shady 2
areas

2,7

1 Lack of shady 1
areas

I Insufficient
number ofsitting
areas

1 Lack of
pedestrian paths

1,4

1 Lack ofshady 2
areas

2,7
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Table4-10 Continued

9 Insufficient
number ofsitting
areas

1 Insufficient 4 5,5
number ofsitting
areas

1 Insufficient 3 4,1
number ofsitting
areas

1 Lack of
pedestrian paths

1 Lackd 5 6,8
pedestrian paths

Total 17 23,0

Figure4-31Sitting areas in front of the Bellapais Monastgglgoto taken by the
author, 2022)
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Figure4-32ZTicket dfice and open space usage in front of the Bellapais Monastery
(photo taken by the author, 2022)

Figure4-33The courtyard of the Bellapais Monastery, an example for shady ¢
(phototale n by S a ccopyright permissiok takén
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Figure4-34Sitting places and coffee house covered with an awning and mulberr
& fig tree. (photo taken Y the author, 2022)

When we came to the topic of safety, the participaet® asked how safe they saw
the area and felt in trerea, and it was aimed to give a score from 1 lin$Hreported

that 36,1 percent of the parpeint felt safen the areaAnd the following rates are
30,6% forscore 5 and 30,6% for score 3.(Tablé¥ When asked why they didn't

feel comfortable, the majority of participants said it was because there were few
pedestrian paths and the neighborhagtdesolate(Table 412)
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Table4-11Safety rates of Bellapais and Beylerbeyi area

Score Frequency Valid Percent
1(unsafe) - -
2 2 2,8
3 22 30,6
4 26 36,1
5(very safe) 22 30,6
total 72 100,0

Table4-12Reasons behind feeling fully comfortable

Reasons behind not ferdj fully Frequency
comfortable

Lack of pedestrian paths 15
Vehicle and traffic density 5
Too crowded 2
Very desolate 11
Shortage/absence of security guard 5
Total 38

As a result of the interviews, most of the people in the village said that there are
security problems here from time to time, but it is normal compared to the general
situation in Kyenia. In general, they stated that security problermsaroed in the
Bellapais Monastery park. This actually points to the risks that both the monastery
and the people living here may face over time. And it will affect the quality of the
place and the quity of life, as well as make people here feel restieggeneral. §

much so that when the people in the village are asked how Bellapais makes you feel,
the general opinion is peace, but everyone says that this peace has changed. In places
where this pe@e changes, the feeling of belonging decreases overwhieh can

lead to its uncanny.
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The most important factor that reduces the feeling of security and peace; is
transportation. All the people of Bellapais are very unhappy with transportation and
hopdess about its solutions. Considering that this is alfaogouristand historical
place, the influx of tourists starting in the spring and continuing in the summer affects
the transportation of this place. Parking lots are insufficient and pedestrian and
vehicle roads are intertwined. While it disrupts thenfwrt of thevillagers, it also
affects the comfort of the tourists.

Likewise, most of the villagers are hopeless about the preservation of this place.
They think that this place should be protectad,they think that no work has been
done for it. Accoding to the dta, the renovation and beautification works were not
done for Bellapais Monastery. Currently, things from 74 are preserved and continue.
And this makes people despair, and maybe thdis the lack of action against
security problems and itsncanny leavea question mark about the destruction of

this place.

4.3.4 Sociability

The presence of neighbors with a comparable structure (95.9 percent) based on the
normal life of the region within itéedemonstrates the presence of a social balance
among he people whtive there. Here, an atmosphere has been established in which
individuals of many customs and cultures may coexist in peace. Furthermore, 61.2

percent of inhabitants have familial angkfrdship relationships.

46.9 percent of inhabitants salize with treir neighbors 13 times each week,

demonstrating the prevalence of social solidaf@®ytne Municipality Report, 2017)

The aim is creating a balance between the social life and histesibare. The other
important thing is without feelindesolate, pgae should feel comfortable and enjoy

with their friends and families in the area.
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When the patrticipants were asked with whom they came, 46.6% stated that they

came with theifriends, and the other answer was fam(iyable 413)

Table4-13With whom the participants came

With whom he Frequency Valid Percent
participants came
Family 17 23,3
Family, friends 17 23,3
Friends 34 46,6
Alone 1 1,7
Alone, family 1 1,7
Alone, friends 1 1,7
Total 73 100,0

Also according to the Girne Municipality Report, it is stated that neighbor visits are
very common among residents living in Beylerbeyi. They visit themselves in their

home so outside socialization is limited, can be said.

Neighborhood relationdiave develogd in the village as socialization. In the
interviews made with the people in the village, he says that the neighborly relations
here are very good, except foi2lpeopeé. Coming back to each other dominates.
Apart from this, young people ongiaed the Bdhpaiss Day as stated before, as a
means of socialization. Apart from this, there is no socialization area other than
Bellapais park, and people cannot socialize eithérere the Tree of Peace used to

be like a square where people sat togedine did the optional activities, it has now
become a restaurant and the only square and seating areas are the areas inside the
Bellapais Monastery, since road servicepisvided Socializing generally takes

place in restaurants and cafes.
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435 ConclusionRemarks

Table4-14Summary of "Spatial Quality" indicators

SPATIAL
QUALITY
INDICATORS

SECONDARY
VARIABLES

SUMMARY

Activity

Optional Activities,
Necessary Activities

Social Activities

Residents: neighbor vidis,
daily actvities, garden works
Tourists: Visiting Bellapais
Monastery, outside activitig
like spend time with friends i
nearbyrestaurants, cafes.
North Cypruspeople:Open air
concertsoutside activities like
spend time with friends il
nearby reurants, cafe

User groups

North Cyprus people comes
for work, and comes fo
Bellapais Monastery,
Tourists

Beylerbeyi residents

Activity options

Daily activities walking,
going to market, garde
workgBeylerbeyi Residenjts
Social activities: spendhg
time withfriends and family in]
nearby restauran{S.ourists,
North Cyprus people

Open space options af
number of sitting areas in op¢
spaces are limitedSo for
people optional activities als
are limited.

Accessibility

Physical
Accessibility

According to the esults of the
survey the most preferred tgg
of access is by privaterca
According to theinterviews
residents also prefer using c;
Touristsare usually using th
taxis or services.

Afterwards bus or dolmush |
coming. But according tthe
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Table 43-5 cortinued

information there is ng
dolmush line for Beylerbey
Pedestrian access |
accordng to the survey, no
common and in thy
neighborhood there are fe
pedestrian roads.

According to the survey
people do notstruggle while
accessing area. But it came
seen most othe respondent
choose coming by private ca
According to the interviews
residents do struggle while
accessing area, especially
summer. They are n(
comfortable about the traffi
in the area.

Social Access

(Symbolic Access)

All of the people whq
participated in survey reporte
thatBellapais monastery has
feeling something magnificer,
and affecting people with it
soul

And protection feeling to thi
area is high according to tt
surveyand also intervievbut
people are not sure dh
government will take care
Bellapais Monastery ah
Beylerbeyi Village enougl
with the future developmer
plan. There is a lot oflistrust
among the participants to tk
government.

Access to

Information

People reported that they c
easily access to ¢hevents,
newsabout the area but the
preferusing social media tool
with the changing perceptiq
among internet tools.

Visual Accessibility

With the direct observatio
and survey results, it can |
said that the signs are not ful
enough for the dimions.
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Table 43-5 cortinued

Most d the people who cam
for Bellapais Monastery, hav
no idea about historical mill
Beylerbeyi village.

Comfort

Safety

Most of the participan
reported that they feel safe a
comfortable, but there is n(
enough shady areas
sufficient number of sting
areas, that makespple fuly
comfortable.

Pedestrian roads and vehi
roads are mixedthere is nc
seperate pedestrian way @
enough open spaces fand
especially in summer, whe
the tourist population is high
the pedestrians neetd feel
safe.

According to the villagers,
sometimes safety issues ¢
happen in this area.

Sitting options

Sitting options rather than th
places near restaurants are
big concernfor the people
because of not feelin
comfortable with the sufficien
number of sting options with
their friends or family wher,
they come to the place.

Sociability

Interaction

Lots of people with differen
cultural and ethnica
backgrounds come together
this area.

Because of the lack of the op|
spaces, interaction among
peoplesare not enough and
can be fixed with the goo
design decisions.

Neighborhood Sens

The resients living in
Beylerbeyi have a strong sen
of neighborhood relations. A
least once or twice a wee
they reported that they me
with each dber.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

As mentioned in the introduction, the purpose of this thesis is to investigate the
notion of quality of open public spaces in historical and touristic locations, describe
their features, anfind approaches to improve and enrich the quality of open public
spaces. This section's primary goal is to summarize the case study's important results.
Then, based on the study findings, it intends to provide hints about how to improve
andenrich the "quéty of space” in public open places for future research.

While stating the results of this analysis, it should not be overlooked that this
research was conducted in winter and spring, and it should be taken into account that
although itincludes the radts of the surveys of the people living and coming here
and individual direct observationthe research area may have been somewhat

affected byCovid-19 and pandemic reasons.

5.1  Findings of the Research

This thesis begins with the concemfshow to defire the 'quality’ of open public
spaces and what the characteristics of a good quality public space are. It investigates
the notion of quality in a historical and touristy center, in a location that has been

retained with its original textur® this day.

The quality of public places is critical for being healthy and sustainable with its
environment across millennia. When it comes to historical locations that have been
going on for centuries and their interaction with their surroundingsjudety of the

place should be assessed as an even more essential problem. To understand the
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guality of the space, analyze what elements influence the quality of the space and

how we can deliver this in a sustainable manner.

The fundamental concept of pubspace is cledy derived from its "openness and
access," which are the key ontological prerequisites of tiealssd public space.
And it is evident from numerous definitions of public places that they should
likewise be owned and administered by thgegnment.

The lterature review on spatial quality shows thainfort, accessibility, activities

and sociabilityare the main attributes which measures quality of places.

The first spati al quality i ndicator s, Aact
options, variety bactivities and also activity types; optional, necessary and social
activities.The results of the study can be summarized as follows:

The area is inclusive for all people, there are lots of tourist who has different ethnicity

or culturalbackground. Inaddition, the people who lives in Beylerbeyi, not only

Turkish but also from other nations. But the new design implementations the

downside of Beylerbeyi, still in Beylerbeyi borders, there are lots of new houses,

villas built. These buildigs totally different from the old texture and usually for

highi ncome peopl e. For people |living in Beyl e
everyone knows each other and they meet with each other in their houses with a

strong sense of neighborhood redaship. But for other social activities, they

usually go to the Kyrenia center because of the variety of acitivity options.

Area has a huge tourist potential, especially in sumniBesactivity options without

disturbing the old texture is also limitethe restorantsrad cafes are the only activity

places in Bellapais Monastery and surrounding. Recreational areas in Bellapais

Monastery is really good but when we look at the Beylerbeyi village. There is no

good connection path for people, for an informagxperience. ktorical mill and

caf® i s the another mark in the area. But p

These important values for Beylerbeyi can be redesign with a strong balance between
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the old texture and touristic values without dibtog the oldtexture and whole

environmentos spiritual feeling.

The other spatial quality eccessibility Accessibility is evaluated looking into some
subtopics: physical accessibility, visual accessibilitaccess to information,

accessibility to resarces,social acess.

The only transportation mode to area is taxi or private car. The common arseers

the signs that people use taxi or their private car to access here. But also if you wan

to touristic tour, tour dolmush can beganized to the are8ut as an acsability

i ssue, the areads physi Asah visaat aceessibilitybi | i ty
Bellapais Monastery has an huge big visuality in the area which affects people with

its spiritual, majestic visual. Buthven it is regarded thdhe other higirical and

touristic places in the area, the directions are not fully visible and so that they are not

known among people.

Accessibility to resources does not carry healthy data in this analysis. There is a
differenthealth and educatiorsvices systemhtoughout Girne and the TRNC. The

fact that the health center is not in the village and that the only health center serving
many people is in Kyrenia caused difficulties in transferring this situation to spatial

quality analysis.

When it isconsidered thaacess to information, it can be given as an example the
websites and Beylerbeyi facebook groups, and also Girne Municipality website with
fully transparent behaviour to inform people about the spatial decisions. But when it
considered theactivities, withthe changing perception and usage of the internet,
social media is quite important now like Instagram, Twitter. People want to know
the concerts, exhibitions on their social media accAlsb people want to know
about the planng decisons cause all th people lives in Kyrenia and also
Beylerbeyi village do not fully trust about the conservation of Bellapais and

surrounding.
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The other spatial quality aspect is comfort. Comfort and safety rates in the area is
quite well. Howeverpeople vants more pedesan roads and more sitting areas in
open spaces. Because of the old texttine, roads are shared by vehicles and
pedestrians. It is quite risky for people to feel safe and comfort. And the roads are
usually for one vehicle bubéy are used by two vehad one is coming, the other is
going. Also in Beylerbeyi village there are lots of car which is parked in front of the
house, it is also a barrier for vehicles and pedestrian.

Likewise, the residents of Beylerbeyi living in thilage feel uncomfortable about
the increase in traffic due to the increasing construction, the decrease in walking
areas and the lack of parks. They think that the peace here will decrease more and

more day by day. This is a sign that comfort has deedeaiswill begin to decrease.

Likewise, the issue of security is also worrying, but when we compare it with the
TRNC in general, we can say that it is not specific here. In fact, this does not give

healthy data to analyze the situations that people feetume and this may lead to.

However, it can be added that the thought that the peace will decrease or begin to
decrease reduces the belonging of the people living in these areas, and comfort can
be added here as one of the most critical factors of tHiyopfethe space. We know
that the people of Limassol Larnaca, who were later settled here after 1974, rented
out their houses and left this place already. Such factors affect the sense of belonging
here and bring a different sociological order. Howeiterarries a risk in terms of

the sustainability of space quality.

The other indicator is social access. To evaluate the social access, how people use
this space should be considered. In Beylerbeyi village tourists usually use the area
daily, but the Cypot people want to use more its surroundings. People living here
use only their houses. So social life for people is not quite Betlit can be said

that the arrival of multiple nations and the holding of large events demonstrate that

this open space @pen to all and socially accessible.
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To sum up, as can be seen in the legislation, there are gaps in the laws at some points.
This, in fact, has led to an increase in construction in the Beylerbeyi region and the
deterioration of the natural cover in soareas. The old almond trees no longer exist
around Beylerbeyi. This situation is generally problematic for the future of the
region. In the conversation with the villagers, it was stated by all the residents of
Beylerbeyi that this situation arouses canc®r them as well. As the construction
increases, the infrastructure becomes insufficient, and the natural vegetation is
destroyed. The lack of new projects for many years has left the place of chaos and
anguish in the Bellapais region, where the pebple used to look peacefully. The

area should be protected as much as possible, and new projects should be made in
accordance with the law by ensuring that the texture here has not deteriorated. It was

stated by the headman that there were infrastructariesw

5.2  Comparing the findings with historical touristic place, Sermoneta

In this section, it is aimed to examine Sermonéliage according to 2letermined
guality parametergaccessibility, activity,comfortand to compare the results with

the surroundig of Bellapais Monastergnd Beylerbeyi VillageIn this section,
Sermoneta has been examined through literature review and maps. Therefore, it
could not be looked at directly in terms of observation or user experience. In addition,
in this section, it imimed that similar placds Bellapais Monastery and Beylerbeyi
Village can be beneficial for future researchbsut open public spaces of historical

and touristic regiondt will be discussed what kind of suggestions the managerial
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and design differensecan bring about the sustainability of thygen public spaces

in these kinds of historical touristic regions.

Figure5-1Plan of Sermonef{&ource: Openstreetmap)

Accessibility

When looking aSermoneta vihge, more than one artifact can be seen as historical
artifacts. The areas between these main attraction points are generally made as
pedestrian ways. Although the majority of the pedestrian roads in this area are not
wide enough for cars faass, they ha slowing elements even though the way they

are built is such that cars can pass. Large parks have been built on the roads
surrounding the outside of the village so that vehicles can be parked, which also

reduces vehicle entry into the villag
Activity

Since Sermoneta region is a characteristic region that has hosted more than one
movie, it is a touristic region. More than one festival is held every year. There is a
restaurant and various resting, sitting and walking paths. The placeabktbaejuiet

and spiritual places like Bellapais.
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Figure5-20pen Space view from Sermoneta(Souhttas://discoverplaces.travel/

AYou can quickly tour the entire town in an hour. But how much

that satisiies you is upo you. Personally, | plan to stay there for

at least three days when | go. | must live there until | absorb all

the historical fabric of the town. | hope we meet you there. If you

like to get lost in the narrow streets and connect the tdveral
puzzlewhynotd ( Suat Bé-ggakRLDMedyakE

While hiking, multiple open spaces provide an experience full of surprises. The fact
that vehicles do not enter these areas actually raises the experience of this place to a
higher quality.

Comfort

Since we do notdwve any inbrmation about the user experience, we cannot give
precise information in terms of comfort in the Sermoneta Region. But; In the spatial
analysis of the comfort parameter, we can say that the sitting options are more than
Bellapais and the traffianalysiss solved at the border of the village in a way that
does not disturb the interior textutearge open spaces are shaded by afforestation

or canopies.
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TALYREVIEW S : S

Figure 5-30pen pubk space in Sermoneta  Sdurce:
https//www.italyreview.com/sermoneta.htrl

Sermoneta management prepareggedr plans and performance programs, taking
into account the principle of transparency. They are presented transparently on their
website. Whole plans, development plangenventions decisions to be taken are
open to pubt. (URL 3)

53 Recommendations

As a result, public spaces have become essential components of urban life that define
spatial quality. The features that urban quality determines in open spaces are the
requiranents of qality of life and space quality. With ¢hcomfort, variety of
activities, and accessibility, open spaces create the quality of urban areas and provide
certain conditions to ensure their continuance. To achieve this goal in public spaces,
design,planning,development, and management must béusgiee.' The quality of

the space should be inclusive in terms of activities, accessibility, and comfort. While
the regulations are being created to protect these historic areas, they should also be
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develged in a wg that does not disturb the pattern éimel sense of belonging there.
While the sense of belonging of the people living in that area increases the
sustainability of that place, the opinions of the people who embrace the historical
place they arén and fird the need to protect it likewise allayg to understand the

spatial quality better and make it sustainable.

Public open spaces, especially in places with unique characteristics in tourism and
history, should be flexible and accessible, meetoajal neds and at the same time
making people fel comfortable. Although some situations change according to the
economic conditions of the countries, specific indicators should not change, and the
impressions and thoughts of the residents should lem talko acount as much as

possible.

As we can se@ the example of Sermoneta, the parking lots are generally located
outside the borders of the historical village. The same method can be applied for
Bellapais and Beylerbeyi. Vehicles should come toreairearean order to prevent

traffic in the histoical city, especially in summer, and pedestrian priority roads
should be mostly within the borders of the villag&ewise, vehicle capacity should
remain limited and sufficient, and areas where vehialdisbe paked far away
should be built in periodsvhen the number of users increases. The number of
vehicles must be determined and a balance must be established together with the
people coming. Numbers can be limited and should be protected as mush as i
capacity

The use of landscape elements in treaashould be increased, more shaded areas
should be made and open spaces should be evaluated with landscape elements,

considering that the experience in the village will increase.

As it is mentionedthequality ofthe space is perceived differently by thsers and
while designing the open spaces in historical and touristic places, user groups should
be determined, and improvements should be made in the spaces by considering the

perspectives of these user
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Users inthe field should also be flexible on maissues. Comfort features can
enhance the most discussed issue, limiting user actions' flexibility. It is well known
that the increased use of protected areas for recreational and touristic reasons
compomises thantegrity of resources and the recrentib experience of users.
Norms are effective because they specify fAw
used to evaluate environmental, social, and managerial conditions in resource and
visitor management B i n @19). Yound people and individuals of abes can

really use this area, as events and workshops are built into the area's identity. In
addition, rather than creating the space as a whole, the activity zones in it are
designed as mechanisms tlugerate idependently. To summarize, public open
gpaces should be examined within their urban environment, and in order to achieve
a modest level of openness, the projects should be produced in integrity, taking into
account the whole, and designed inadance wih the quality of the space. Public
authaities should ensure that various social groups have access to the various stages
of the provision and management of these places (ie planning and design,
development and management). Thus, with the omreaii egaliarian, democratic,

quality public spacg sustainability is ensured, and the integrity of historical spaces

can be preserved.
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